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GODS REVENGE 


AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


EXECRABLE SINNE OF 
( W1lfull and P cemeditated ) Murther. 


With his Miraculous Diſcoveries, and ſevere puniſhments thereof, 


InThirty ſeverallTragicall Hiſtories(Digeſted into Sixe 


Bookes ) committed in divers Countries beyond the 
Seas, never publiſhed, or Imprinted inany other Language. 


Hiſtorics which containe great variety of mournefull and memorable Acci- 
dents; Hiſtoricall, Morall, and Divine, very neceſlary to ceſtraine and deterre us 
from this bloody Sin,which'in theſe our dayes makes ſo ample,and large a Progreſſion. 


With a Table of all the ſeveral! Letters and Challenges,contained in the whole fix Book 
E i 


_ 4 
* 


Written by lIoun REYNOLDS. 


= 


The Lord is knowne in executing Judgement, and the wicked is ſnaredits the worke of his owns 


hand. 
PROVERBES 14: 27. 
The Feareof the Lordis awell-ſpring of Life, ts avoyd the ſnares of death. 


— 


The Second Edition. 


LONDON, 
Printed by Edward Griffin for Wittianm LEE, and 


are to be ſold athis ſhop in Fleetſtreet,at the ſigne 
ofthe Turkes Head ,necre the Mitre Tavernce, 1640. 
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=> S Rivers though in their paſſing they fall into many 
WW neighbour ( urrents, yet finally empi3 themſelves tnto 
Ka? the Sea,ſo let theſe m3 poore Labours (though former- 
ly Dedicated to divers {lluſirions Peeres of thu 3cur 
Realme) be ſuffered at laft torerminatein the Ocean 
of your Princely Crreatnelſle and oodneſle,wbercinto all vertu- 
ous indeavours (as ſo many lines in their Centre)defire to be united. 
; What prrvate reſpeas might challenge of me towards their Ho- 
| -ncurs, the ſame towards. 3our Maieſhie, will claimetbe Paklihe 
| DBondof common Allegiance,whereby F am more enmently, and more 
antverſally obliged. 1 am nit ſo overweening of my weake Endeavours 
asto thinke them wortby of Your Majeſtic S View, much leſſe able to 
adde any thing to your Royall Vertues ; Rivers adde nothing to the 


Maine yet thither they naturally ſend theTribute of their Streames 
and 


a oo ot — 
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The Epiſtle Dedicato ry. 


and if my loyal 3 teach me to doe the like,it will not( F hope)bee con- 


ceived as done out of an opinion of Merit, but only out of a deſire to 
diſcharge the duty of a Subjeio your Maieſtie. 

And 1 am the rather imboldened tothis Confidence becauſe F bave 
formerly adventured the hike, when to 30ur rincely View, being then 
the Second Hope of thu Kingdome,F( about eleven yeares fince)pre- 
ſented a Tranſlation of a Worke of Monſieur de Refuges, inti- 
zuled A Treatiſe of the Court; the Gracious and Undeſerved 
eAcceptance whereof,if it hath inſpired me with farther courage, to 
preſent Yeu(now advanced to a greater State Ywith agreater lucreaſe 
of mine owne labour, your Maieſtie will not (F hope)condemne me 
of groundleſſe Preſumption. 

T he former three Bookes bad the Honour and Happineſſe to be 
peruſed by the Fudicious Eye of King lames, your renowned Father, 
(of happy Memory) Jn whoſe incomparable Jndgement they failed 
not of ipprobation, though dedicated ro Fnferiour Names ; the 
more am F now enconraged to Fnſeribe and Fntitle the whole Sixe to 
our Sacred Maieſty as being no leſſe Heire of His Vertues,then of 
His Crowne and Dignity. j 

eAnd one thing more(ariſing from the Conſideration of the Subje 
it ſelfe)made me thinke it a Preſent not altogether unworthy of your 
Regall Eflate , for the Contents of it being the Executionof Tuſtice, 
upon the unnaturall Sinne of Murther, where can it bee more fitly 
addreſſed, then to the Great Patron of Iuſtice among us ( God's 
immediate Vice-gerent)by whoſe Sword(as the Miniſler of Heaven) 
ſuch odious C rimes are to be chaſtiſed, and Fnnocent Bloud juſtly ex- 
piated with Guilty . | 

And it may more fitly ſute with your Maieſty, who as you excell 
in the carefull adminiſtration of Tuſtice upon all Offenders. ſo eſpe- 


rally upon thoſeCmoſt hainous of all others)the violaters of Gods ſa- 


cred Fmage,inthe perpctration of wilfull Murther, towards whom 
Clemency even changeth ber nature,and becomes Cruelty to the 
Weal-publicke. I ever bad anyLand leſſe cauſe ro complain of 
z00 much Fndulgencie thu way then ours,as may well appeare,both by 
the 
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The Epittic Dells 


the rareneſſe of ſuch Occarrences in your Kingdome, and the ſevere 


Es > A GAA I ES or nee 


vindication of them,whenſoever they bappen, or by whom, or bowſo:- + 


ver performed. 
Theſe Hiftories therefore,which may ſerve as a Looking-elaſſe to 


all N ations, ſhall to theſe of Yours be a ſpeciall Ornament and Mir - 
rour of their felicity, and ſet forth. and publiſh Your Praiſe, in the 
peaceable and quiet Government of your People,whoſe Climate ſel- 
dome or never )) affords ſuch | ragedies; nor will doe, whiles Your 
Chriſtian reſolution ſhall continue to prevent them in the Spring, aud 
to puniſh the lighter degrees of Bloudineſſe with due retaliaticn.I he 
great Author of Tuſtice(whoir Goodneſleand Juſtice iz ſelfe) 
long preſerve your Majeſty to Vs, and the Happineſſe Wee entog in 
your Sacred Perſon, fo neere reſembling Him whoſe Authority and 
Image You beare. Soprazeth 


Your Majcſtics meſt bumbly dervoted 


in all Dutifull Allegiance 
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RE” JJ of theſe laſt and worſt dayes of the world, in which thecry. 


Wi * Chriſt were no longer our Shepheard: ® or we the ſheepe of his Pa- 4 Pal.23.13 
> ſture: or asif we were become ſuch wretched and execrable 0 Diak 20unge 
£ Atheiſts, to beleeve © There were no Heaven, to reward the Righ- cMathe 25,34; 
|  teons: or Hell, to puniſh the ungodly. Butit we will divert our 4's 
hearts from Earth to Heaven,and raiſe and efect our {oules from Satan to God. we ſhall 
then not onely ſee what engendereth this Diabolicall pafſion in us, butallo tind the 
meanestodeteſt and roote it out from amongſt us. 
To which end it is requiſite, we firſt con{ider,that our enemies, who Oppote our tran- 
quillity in this life, and our felicity in that to come,are neither ſo few in number, nor ſo 
weake in power. that wee ſhould thinke our felvesable to vanquiſh,ere wee fight with 
them, for wee have to encounter with the bewitching World, the alluring Fleſh, and 
! - theinticing Devill: not with three fimple Souldiers or poore Pigmies, but with three 
i valiant 3nd puxflant Chief-taines, ſubrill to incampe, dangerous to affaile, and power- 
full to ight> 
The World;thar it may bewitch us to its will,aſlailes us with Wealth, Riches, Dig- 
nities, Honours, Preferments, Sumptuous houles, pertumed Beds, Veſlels of gold and 
filver, pompous Apparell, Delicious fare, variety of {tweet Muſick, Dancing , Maskes 
and Stage-playes, delicate Horſcs, rich Coaches, and infinite Attendants, with a thou- 
{and other inticements and allurements. 
| The Fleſh preſents vs with Youth, Beauty,The © luſt of the eye, and the pride of life. with 41 Tohn 2. 16, 
x *Inordinate «ffeFion an l:jt ivious deſires, with a piercing eye,a vermillion cheeke,golden *Col-3-5. 
3 haire,and 2 {lender waſte:ar4 although it diſcover us not all theſe perfeCtions of nature | 
in one perſonage: yet, he ſhewes us moſt of them in divers, and then if any thing want 
to captivateour afe&19ns, wee ſhall hearethem marry their Syrex voices, to their 
owne Lutes and Vialls, or their dancing feete to thoſe of others: or if this will not ſuf- 
fice, then Perfuming, Powdering, Criſping, Painting , Amorous kifles , Sweet {miles, 
Sugered ſpeeches, Wanton embracings, and Laſcivious dalliance , will undertake to 


play a Worldin love. On the other fide, Strength, Nunbleneſſe, Agility of body, Sloth, 
A 3 Luxury, 
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Luxurie, Gluttony,Intemperancie, Drunkenneſſe, Voluptuouſneſle and Senſuality will 
caſt us out ſo faire ([ meane ſo treacherous) a lure, as if we ſtoope thereto, we ſhalt 
buy our pleaſure with repentance, and our delight therein, will prove our ruine and 
defiruction: | 

If | And now,if neither the World,nor the fleſh can intangle,or in{nare our hearts ,Ther 
}: « Pets. 8. ©07es the Devill * that roaring Lyon, who walkes about, ſeeking whom he may devoure, that mor- 


® 7 Revel. 12, g. tall enemy, and © Arch-traytor to our ſoules, that ® Prince of darkeneſſe, whoſe ſuvtility is the 
| o Wk 2, 31* MOTre dangerous, and malice the more fatall, i» that he tranſformes himſelſe into an An- 
3 3 Cor.nt1 24, ell of light, thereby to make us heires and ſlaves of hisobſeure kingdome: yea, he will profter 
| us more , then either our tongues can demand, or our hearts deſire: for all the pompe 
1 : kLuk, 4. 6,7, treaſure and pleaſures of the World, yea all that is1n the World, and * the worldit 


ſelfe, hee will proſtrate and give us, if we will conſent to obey him, and promiſeto fall 


| | "iD downe and adore him; and for a pledge of his infernall bounty and liberality, he will 


| Sy pufte us up withPride, Arrogancie, Ambition, vaine-glory,Oftentation,Discaine,Cove- 
A touſneſle, Singularitie, Aﬀectation, Confidence, Security; and it all theſe allurements 
4s will not prevaile to ſubdue us,he bath yet reſerved Troopes and Forces, and ancther 


| ſtring to his Bow: for then exchangivg his ſmiles into frownes,and his calmes to ſtorms, 
he will give us Penfiveneſſe,Griefe of minde and body, Afiction, Sorrow,Difcontent, 
Choler, Envie, Indignation, Deſpaire, Revenge. and the like. 
| Yea, he will watch us atevery turne, and waite on us at every occaſion: for are we 
Win bent to revenge, hee will blow the coales to our choler : are wegiven to ſorrow and 
| 1; diſcontent,hcee will thruſt and hale us on to Deſpaire:zare wee inclined to wantonneſle, - 
W! and Laſciviouſneſle, he will fit us with meanes and opportunity to accompliſh our car- 
: vall deſires: oc are wee addicted to covetouſneſle and honours, hee will either cauſe us 
| to breake our hearts, or our necks, to obtaine it: for it isindifferent to him, eithcx 
| } how or in what manner we inlarge and fill up the empty roomes of his vaſt and infer- 
| - nall kingdome. 

Thus wee ſec how powerfull our three capitall enemiesare, yea, whata cloud, nay, 
whata world of ſubordinate meanes and inſtruments they have , not onely to inſnare, 
) but to deſtroy us: yea, not onely to conquer our hearts, but which 15 worſe, to make 
| ſhip-wracke of our ſoules? And from hence comes our miſery : yea, from theſe three 

fatall trees we gathcy the bitter fruit of our perdition. | 

But againſt all theſe temptations and dangers, againſt all theſe our profelſled ene+ 
} mies in generall, and each of themin particular: We may ſ{wimme 1n the Ocean of the 
f world without drowning, and pilgrimage upon the face of theearth without terrour 
| rien, x23. cr deſtruction, if we will conſider, and in conſidering remember that ' God Fs oxr Crea- 
Pfal.1ts.6 for, Chriſt our Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt onr Sanifier and Comforter : that wee are ho- 
m Ich, 1-7 nourcd with the reſemblance of God, whoſe ſtampe and character we beare, and in- 
» Gen. Co 'riched with immortall and*living ſoules: which ſacred privil :dges ana divine preroga- 
p Gen. 1- 28. tiyes lift us up by many degrees of excellencie? above the reſt of all his creatures, whom 
q112y-43-21- hee bath made for our ſervice, and 4 we onely to ſerve and glorifie him: That he hath 
r Heb.13.14- made the world fora thorowfare, and us as Paſſengers,that * we have no abiding Citie 

here, but muſt ſeek one in the World to come: That the worlds ours but for a ſeaſon, 

and Heaven our patrimony and inheritance forever: That the pompeand pleaſures 

thereof are but tranſitery and temporary , and that the vanity thereof paſleth away as 

/Pgr162.3, Auſt orf ſmoake before the wind , whereas thoſe of Heaven are both immortall and 
Thy 20-7. eternall: That *onr fleſh is but like flowers that fade, and graſſe that withereth. but a maſle of 
1 P{2l-39-9. corruption, a tabernacle of clay, and a coftin of duſt and aſhes: that the beſt of its beau- 
41 Core6, 35. ty is but ® vanity and deformity, and the end of its Bravery, but rottenneſle and putri- 
faction; If I ſay, wee ſpurne at the vanity of the world, contemne the pleaſures of the 

fleſh, and ſcotte atthe temptations of Sathan, uſing the firſt, asif we uſed it not, making 

the ſecond the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and not the members of a harlot, and that we are fo 
\ Colof,z. 2. farrefrom fearing, as wedetie the third, * Setting or affe@ions on things that are above, 
, and 


= : to the Chriſtian Reader. 


— 


and not on thin: + (heearth + forif we will be heires of the Church triumphant, wee 
muſt bee tir!t {vuldicrsot the Militant, and fo following the advice and direction of 
the Apoſtic, ftand againſt all theſe our enemies, / Having the wqole ſpirituall Armour girt 
about ns. as the girdle of Truth, the Breſi-plate of Righteonſneſſe, the Shield of Faith. the Hel- ? Epheſ. 6, 
pet of Salvation, and the Sword ofthe ſpirit , not to catch at theſe allurements, or to be 
caught by them3 not to ſtrike ſayle,or ſtoope to theſe aftlictions, or to hang downe our 
heads, asif wee gave way to them , or were contented rhat our weakenefle ſhould 
yecld to their ſirength,or our joyes to their afflictions:rather to ſtand up couragiouſly, 
and toexpcll and reliſt mantully, conſ{1dering that wee are not onely heires, - but co- 
heires with Icſus Chriſt, in the participation and feltcity of that heavenly Hiernſalerr; 
whoſe joyes are infinite,and glory cternall. 
I deny not but afflictions, and temptations may befallus, yea,I acknowledge they 
are ſubject and incident to the beſt and deareſt of Gods children, whom hee will try in 
the fire, ro ſee whether they will prove filver, or drofle: yea, hee will come with his #4 
Fan and winnow them, to ſee whether they are Wheat or Chafte, Corne or Darnell: on _ 
But the Children of God ſhould Þ rejoyce in tribulation, and © account it exceeding joy, , —_ . ” 
when they are tempted: yea, they mult conlider* that God tempeth no manwith evill: but it lam. 1.13.1431% 
15 our owne concupilcence that arawesand inticeth us to it. In which reſpe&, wee may ks - 
juſtly ſay, itisa folly to hearken to temptation, buta miſery and madneſle to follow 
and embrace it. 
For why ſhould diſcontent caſt us into deſpaire, except wee will reſemble the foo- 
liſh Saylor, who abandoneth the Hclme in a {torme, when he hath moſtneede touſe it? 
or een ple fiſh, that leapes from the pan to the fire; Or thoſe ignorant fooles, who, 
t0ſhelterthemſelves from the raine, runinto the river? Forare we tempted? © The Lord «pal. 73. 25; 
w [ hold us up by his right hand, yea, * hee will not faile thoſe that ſecke him: For he is ® our fPlal. 9.10, 
__ > 7. h -17 2 Pſab 18.2, 
Rocke and our fortreſſe, our ſhield ana our refuge, yea, ® although hee hath wounded vs, he will oſ6.s 
bind up our wonnds. And that we may yet tee a farther benefit,that accrueth to thoſe that ox 
are tempted, lect usread with joy, and retaine with comfort, that iBl/ed is the mean that ;lames 1, 12. 
endureth temptation,hee ſhall receive the Crowne of life, which the Lord hath promiſed to thoſe 
that love hizzs yea * they that truſt in the Lord, ſhall be as Monnt $jon, which cannot be remo- k PAal-325. x, 
ved, but abiceth for ever. 
When theretore (among{t other temptations) choller ſo farre prevaileth with us, 
(or rather the Devii] with our choller)that wee imagine miſchiefe in our hearts, or lift 
up our hands againſt our Chriſtian brotherz let us then conſider what the Apoſtle tels 
us from God: ' Hee that hatcth his brother, walketh in darkeneſſe, and knoweth not whither 1, 16h, s. ur; 
he geeth: yea, ® He that loves not his brother, is not of God. Hath any one therefore offen- # 1 lob. 4, r0 
ded thee? Why, confider hee i« a man, and no Angell , and as ſubject to infirmities as 
thy ſelfez as allo, that he 1s thy brother by Creatton and Adoption, by Nature and by | 
Grace, and that he beares the ſame Image and Reſemblance of God, asthy ſelfe doſt: .,  . 
in which regard thou art counſelled, * Not to let the Sunne gce downe on thy wrath: * That ,; þe.. he. 
thou ſeeke after Peace and follow it: ? That we forbeare and forgive one another , as Chriſt for- pColod. 3.13» * 
gives ws, and 1 that if we livein Peace, the God of Peace will be with s. 
But ſome there are (yea aJas, too too many) who are ſo* hardred in their heatxts and r Pfal.14.58 
ſinnes,and ſo reſolute in their wilfulneſſe, as in ſtead of relliſhing, they diſtaſte, and in 
ſtead of embracing, reject and disdaine this Chriſtian adviceand counſell, opening 
their thoughts and hearts to all vanities, or rather drawing up the Sluces and Flood- 
hatches to let in all impiety totheir foules, they give way to the treacherous baites of 
the World.to the alluring pleaſures of the Fleth,and to the dangerous and fatall temp- 
tations of the Devill, and ſo cruelly imbrue their hands in the innocent blood of their 
Chriſtian brethren; and although the murthers of * #bel by Caiz out of Envie, of © Vriah (Gen. 8 
by Davidfor Adultery, of ® Abner by Toab for Ambition, of ® Naboth by Tezabelfor ma- {3 20m" 2 
lice, and of? 7ebz his Sonnes by Athaliab for Revenge (with their ſeverall puniſhments « : Kin.21-13. 


which God inflicted on them for theſe _their hainqus and horrible crimes) are preſi- I? Kin-21-t+ 
| dents 
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a Pſal.7, 4,15 


alames 5.13, 
6 Pla/m. 61.8. 
CExXOd.15.15. 


dents enough fearefull and bloody,to make any Chriſtian heart diſſolve into pittie,and 
regenerate {oule melt into teares, yet fith new examples ingender and produce f:eſh 
eftects of ſorrow and compaſlion, and as it were, leave and imprint a {enlible memory 
thereof in our hearts and underſtandings,therefore I thought it a work as worthy of my 
labour(as that labour of a Chriſtian)to collect thirty ſeverall T ragicall Hiſtories, which 
for thy more eaſe, and perfefter memory , Ihave digeſted into ſixe ſeverall Bookes; 
that 6 A and ſeeing herein, az in a Chriſtall mirrour, the variety ofthe Devils 
temptations,and the allurements of ſinne , wherewith theſe weake Chriſtians(the Au- 
thors and Actors hereof) ſuffered themſelves to bee carried away and feduced: Conti- 
dering, I ſay, the foulneſle of their facts in procuring the deaths of their Chriitian bre- 
thren, fume through blood , others through poyſon,as alſo Gods miraculous detection 
and ſevere puniſhment thereof, in revenging blood for blood, and death for death; 
yea, many times repaying it home with intereſt, and rewarding one death with many, 
thatthe con{ideration of theſe bloody and mournfull Tragedies , may by their ex- 
amples, ftnke aſtoniſhment to our thoughts, and amazement to our ſenſes, that the 
horrour and terrour thereof may hereafter retaine and keepe us within the liſts of Cha- 
rity towards men, and the bonds of filiall and religious obedience towards God , who 
tels us by bis Royall Prophct,that*Whoſoever makes a pit for others,ſh:;ll fall into it bim{cljc: 
for bis mſchiefe will returne uponihis own head, and his cruelty jallupon his own pate. Which 
we ſhall ſee verified in theſe, who {duced partly by linne, but chiefly by Sathan, who 
isthe Autor tacreof, forgot the counſell of the Apoltle,® If ary one be afflifed, let hin 
pray: and grieved,® to powre forth their hea#ts before God : not conlidering © the efficacie 
thereut, wor how Moles z21de the bitter waters of Miarah fiycet thereby : yea they builded 
not their faiths on God, and his promiſes, on Chriſt and his Church , on his Goſpell 
and his Sacrament, but ſpurned at.all theſe Divine comforts, and ſpirituall bicttings: 
yea,and trampled that ſweet-ſmelling Sacritice of prayer under their feete, which 1sthe 
Anticoteand preſervative of the foule againſt fin, and the Bulwarke toexpe!]allthe 
the fiery and bloody darts of Sathans temptations : yea, the very ladder whereby both 
aſpirationsand cjaculationsof our foules mount unto God-and his benefits and mercics 
deſcend unto us: and this,and only this,was both the Prologue ro therr deſtruction,and 
their deſtruction it ſelie:the which I preſent unto the view,not only of thine eyes. but of 
thy heart and foule,becauſe itisa Vertuc in us to look on other mens Vices with hatred 
and deteitation, imitating hcrein the wife and «k1]fu}l Pilot, who mournes to ſe< the 
Rockes, whereon his neighbours have ſuffered ſhipwracke : and yet againe rejoyccth, 
that by the tight thereof he may avoid his owne - which indeed is the true way. both to 
ſecure our ſatcty, and to prevent our deſtruction,as well of the Temporall lite of our 
bodies in this World, as the Spirituall of our ſcules in that to come. 
I muſt farther advertiſe thee,that | have purpoſely fetched theſ2 Tragicall Hiſtories 
from forraine parts: becauſe it gri-ves me to report and relate thoſe that are too fre- 


quently commited in our owne Countrey, 1a reſpect the misfortune of the dead may 


perchance either aftlict, or ſcandalize their living friends who rather want matter of 
new confolation, then cauſe of reviving old forrowes, or becauſe the intquity of the 
times 1s ſuch, thatit 1s as caſte to procure many enemies.as difficult to purchale one tfue 
friend: In which reſpect, I know that divers, both in matters of this, and of other na- 
tures, have beene fo cautious to diſguiſe and maske their Actors, under the vailes of 
othernaines3 and ſometimes beene inforced to lay their Scenes in ſtrange and un- 
knowne Countries. 

For mine owne part, I bave illaſtrated and poliſhed theſe Hiſtories, yet not framed 
them according tothe model] of mine owne fancies, but of their paſſions, who have 
re-peſentzd and perſonated them:and therefore if in fome places they ſeeme tooamo- 
rous, Or in other too bloody, I muſt juſtly retort the imperfection thereof on them, and 
not thy ſelte on mee : fithI only repreſent what they have acted , and give that to the 
publike, which they obſcurely perpetrated in private. 

My 
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1 the Chriſtian Reader. 


My intentdefire, and prayer is, that if thou art ſtrong in Chriſt,the peruſing and rea- 
ding of theſe Hiſtories may contirme thy faith, and thy defiance of all ſinnes in ge- 
n-rall,2nd of Murtherin particular,or if thou art but weak in the rules of Chriſtian for- 

ticude and piety, that hereby it may incourage and arme thee againft the a!lurements 

of the World and the Fleſh ; but eſpecially againſt the ſnares and enticements cf 

the Devill, which may ſtirre thee up either to Wrath, Deſpaire, Revenge, or Mur- 

ther : that by the contemplation thereof, thou mayſt reſemble the Bee,and not the $n1- 

der.and ſo draw honey from all flowers,but poiſon from none. | 

It ſhall bee the felicity of iny thoughts, and the glory of my content and labour,if by 
the ſight of theſe Hiſtories , thou reape any Spirituall comfort or incouragement in 
tis Chr:ſtian Warfare againſt the world,the fleſh and the Divell,our three profeſſed 
and fatall enemies:orif thou wilt be ſo wilfully negligent of thine owne good.as to ride 
poaſt by other mens ſinnes and vices,yet with leiſure take a curious and exact ſurvey of 
thine owne,and in ſeeing them,not onely endevour, but ſtrive to reforme them. _ 

If this firſtBooke of my Tragicall hiſtories worke any good effect in thee,in cauſing 
thee to aſlumeand take on a reſolution to hat theſe linnes in thy ſelfe, and to deteſt 
them in otherszthen the five other parts which I owe to my promiſe.and the frontiſpice 
tothee, ſhall not bee kept backe, or with-held thee,but in due time ſucceed this their 
elder ſiſter : having purpoſely enlarged thee this my Preface, becauſe this one ſhall 
ſerve forall ſixe bookes, atleaſt, if the reſt b2 ſo happy to ſee the world, orl fo fortu- 
nate, that the World may ſee them. Inthemz2ane tim?, hoping that thy courteſie and 
charity will winke at ſome defects and imp=rfections, which may herein have ſlipt ei- 
ther from my Pen, or the Preſſe, and wher-occae malice of fom2,or peradventurethe 
ignorance of others miyaccuſe themſelves, by condemning me; I recommend theſe _ 
my labours, from their paſſton,to thy friendſhip; from their c2nſure,to thy judgment : « Deur. 30. 


and us all to the proteCtion of< God , 130 is our life , ant the ſtrength of orr dayes. * To _— 
whome be glory for erermores 4e al.104, 
Thy Cariſtian Friend, 


Toun REYNOLDS. 


XUM 


XU 


A A UG OI CG Os 1 GAG OOO nes 
—_— 


-S 7 4 ( AI 
PH) 
= 1). Tt 
x > - LO All | FS J 4 


THE AVTHOR HIS 
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TO THEIVDICIOVvS 
_ _CHRISTIAN READER. 


=> Hat my Promiſe oyed fix of theſe Bookes of Gods Revenge againſt 
; Murther to theWorld, the Tit le,and my Epiſie(to the Reader )of. 
; 4 > © the firſt By oke aoth apparantly teſtifie : It ts now ſome tenne Jeares 
CS 94 ry J fence that I publiſhed the third thereof, fence when,my time and let- 
ſure hath beene tell {o interrupted, and (as it were) cut a ſunder by 
' time both doubted and feared 


many different mtervening Accidents, that I a lor, 
that the three laſt Books would have abſolutely dyed upon the Defugne: But 1 praiſe 


and bleſſe God ( He hath beene ſo favonrable tomy defares, and fo propitious to m 
intentions and reſolutions )that I have cleered that doubt ,and ſecured this feare: for 
now ( by His ſacred Aſſiſtance and Provideace ) F have fully and compleatly font. 
ſhed them and doe here preſent all Sixe Bookes to thee 1m one intire Volunme, I am 
not ſo vaine or preſumptuous , to thinke that they deſerve to be ſeene and read of the 
more Indicious ; for my thoughts aſpire to nothing unproportionable to 1 meane a- 
bilities I knew it was a ſingular great and excellent poynt of wiſdome in Socrates, 
who (by the Oracleof Apollo) was doomed the wiſeſt of Men, to confeſſe and ac- 
knowledge to the World, That he knew but one thing, which was,that he knew 
nothing. 


But here before 1 proceed farther I muſt let the World hnow that F underſtand 


\ 


there are agentration of people who have beene ſo ſtrangely ignorant , as to grve out 
2 ; © 5+ Wwe 


The Readvertiſmeat - ; 
that theſe my Hiſtories are not Originals, but Tranſlations ,c:ther from Italian © 
or Frer.ch; all which (with equall 1 ruth and Modeſty ) I furmely contradift and 
deny whctherthey regard Matter, Manner,or Method,or Phraſe, F lace,or Per- © 
ſons ; for contrarywiſe [ found out the grounds of them in my Travels , and( at mine 
owne leiſure) compoſed and penned them, according to the rule of my weake Fancie 
and Capacity they being fo farrefrom Tranſlations, that as I have hitherto refu- 
ſed 1oamitate any therem, but my ſelfe, ſo bad F beene ſo ambatious or Varneg lori- 
ous to haye grven way,or conſent to it, omeFriends of mine mParis had fo long face ® 
doxe the three firſt Bookes mto French, from my firſt Originall thereof ; But |. 
knowing Hunulity to bee the faireſt Ornament of a Writer, and odeſty be| 
to become Vertuous Alindes, 1 have hitherto prevented ut, and doe ſtill r:ſolye ſo | 
fo ge, 1} 
- ow becauſe as Idlencf]e makes ſome too curious, and Curiolity makes others 
160 idle.ſo it bath likewiſe pleaſed ſome(not ſo d1ſcreet as forward)to condemne and 
taxe ſome of my Hiſtories for being too long, and others for being too ſhort, as if [ 
were bound to obſerve and pleaſe their Fancie, more then the Truth, or mine owne 
 Fudgement ,or that in the contriving and penning thereof ,F were obliged to del; ght 
and content them before my ſelfe, No, no, as long as I know Men are as different in 
their Opimons and C enſt ures ,as in therr Countenances and Complexions 1 ſhall ra- 
ther conntve ,and not regard thear ( worthy to be pitted) 7gnorancegand reſolve and 
content m elfe to contemne and paſſe by rather then to efteeme or grieve at it, T he 'y 
will firſt I hope reade before they underſtand, and let me then requeſt them alſo that 
they will firſt underſtand , before they ether cenſure, or taxe any part of what they | 
reade, and ſo I doubt not , but they will both ſee, and frnde ,that(mthe pemning and | 
pubirſhing of theſe Hiftories )if 1 am not worthy of thetr Love, yet ( at leaſt )their | 
unjuſt Envic and Detraction is every way unworthy of me;and that although many | 
Bookes of theſe our T imes are not particularly approved and liked of for the preſent, | 
get it 18 not impoſſible for the future both to reſpeb# and honour them; and ſo T leave ; 
theſe uncharttable Zoylults to ſleepe ſtanding in the ſomplicity of their gnorance if 
they will not be reFified and reformed by warning. And 7 will now divert my Pen 
to the wiſe and reli fL0us & briſtuan Readers, who well know what {mgular good ef - 
fefts1t worketh in their Hearts, firs toreade with underſtanding, and then to ap- 
ply with Charity and Prudence, for whoſe ſakes ſolely 1 have now added theſe my 
three laſt Bookes of Gods Revenge againſt the Crying Sinne of wilfall Mur- 
ther to the three former, For 1 fend them to he publike good, whereunto all our En- 
deavours ſhould tend, to the Propagation of Chriſtian Love and Charity among 
Men,whereat all our Enterpriſes ſhould ayme, and to the flouriſhing Advancement 
. of Gods Honour and Glory, to which all the thoughts of our Hearts,and Faculties 
of our Soules ſhould chiefely aſpire and levell, 


9 


And 
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5 - Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
And becauſe Scaliger affirmes, That nothing,fo ſoone allures or drawes a 
F Readerto peruſc and reade, as a ſtrange Theame and Argument 5 Therefor 4 
: this Path berg ſeldome(if ever )trodon or beaten by-any otber, I am ſo far from de- 
ſpatrong, as Lam confident, at leaſt, of thy Acceptance, tfnofof thy Approbatton of 
theſe my Lahours, and the fooner, becauſe af thouknſt heretofore atsbitrthened my 
Stationer of the three firſt of theſe Books, ſo he (m contemplation theref”) hath now 
= drayne the three laft of them from me to the Preſle , with amore then common and 
Y uſuall Importunity ; and T ſhall beare this content to my Grave, and [ hope from 
';. thenceto Heaven, that mpenning of them all, I ſhall leave ns pernicuous Hezre be- 
hinde me, to infe## Touth with Scurriltty ,or corrupt ther Manners and Inclinati- 
; ons with ' Incentives: toLowaneſſe and Vanity ; which as it xs the ſhame of this our 
} Ave, ſo it ought tobe thecare of every good Man, to ſhunne that which ſo many of 
- our lewd and laſcrvious Pamphlets do not, In wrating hereof, 1 have conſecrated 
my Penrather to Inftruf1on theil Eloquence ,and to Charity rather than Curioftty 
-2@1d brve ads ivany vhiefeſt Care, Ambition, and Conſcience, 1 profit thy Soule, 
rather then to pleaſe thine Eare, and to ſavour more of Heaven than Earth ; Tea, 1] 
will aferme (with equall T1uth and Bolaneſſe) that I haye written it with ſo in- 
nocent a Pen, that the pureſt and moſt unſtamed Virgin ſhall not need to make her 
beautifull Cheeks guilty of the leaſt Bluſh in peruſong it all over, | 
It is with no ſmall Coſt and Labour , that I firſt procured, then penned theſe 
Hifſtories, and have now poliſhed and prepared them to the Preſſe, aſwell forthe 
| extirpating of that Execrable ſinne of Murther (which cryes ſo loud to Heaven 
for Vengeance) as alſo toſhew thee Gods ſacred Juſtice,and righteous I udgements 
| -rþ De Vindication of the inhumane Authors thereof; to the end, that (by the know. 
; ledge and reading of them) thou maye$t become more Charitable and more hate Cr u- 
| elty, by thetr wretched and lamentable Examples, having herem endeavoured (as 
; much as in me lycs) to make my Reader a Spectator, first of theſe their foule and 
b hoody Crimes, and then of their condigne and exemplary Puniſhments, which (as 
| a diſmall Stormeand terrible T empest from Heaven) fell on them on Earth, when 
| they lea$t dreamt or thought there of. ; 

And here to conclude this my Readvertiſement tothee , T religiouſly from my 
Eleart imtreat thee to reſpett the Matter , not the Words , and the Importance and 
Conſequence ,nore then the Dreſſmng of theſe T hirty ſeverall Tragicall Hiſtories, 
whales, I will account and efteeme it a far greater Happmeſſe for my ſelfe to learne 
true Charity, and the tru* Feare of Goa m writing them , then to preſume of my 

Ability to inſtruf# and teach others by reading them, becauſe T may jaSily an, truly 
ſay with Lipſins , That my Ame and Defre in publiſhing of them, 1s not that 1 
_s ght bee made greater , but better thereby, and (if it pleaſe God) others 
y mee, ” 
What Spirituall Fortitude, or Benefit, thou reapest by their Knowledge and 

2 C ontenp lation, 
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- Fo the Chriſtian Reader. 


i . 


Contemplation, I exhort thee, in ſtead of grving meany Thanks, to reſerve and 
give them wholly to God , who is the Grver of all good things , yea, the Father 
of Mercy, and the God of all Comfort and Conſolation, to whoſe Grace I commit 
hee, defering thee to aſs: me wth thy favourable Opinion, and daily Pragers to 
His Throne of Grace, as F ſhall ever be ready to requite thee with mine, 


Thy Chriſtian Friend, 


"TE 


JonAN REYNOLDs. 
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no FF ONOURABEE 
GEORGE, Lord Marquis 
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Krebt Honourable,” ©» 
M Bout ſome two yeares ſince, I (from beyond'the Seas) 
preſumedto ſend your Honour two ſeverall pregnant 
ccſtimonics, as well of my aftc&ion to your ſervice, 
as of my zcalc ro your proſperity ; not that [ perfor-- 
| med thoſc then, or remember them now, in regard 

of your fortunes, bur of your vertues ; for I know, 
that ro flatter, 1s to betray Greatnefſe : a vicemoſt ig- 
noble in it ſelfe, and therefore moſt improper for 
your Honours receat, 'or acceptance, {ith your actions {H1]] make it appa- 
rent to our Sacred Soveratgne, and his moſt Excellent Majeſty to all the 
World, that you arc truly Hoaourable, truly Noble : and now to ſecond 
my two former acknowledgements of zeale and duty to your Honour, 
with this third , I though in a lefle ſerious, yet more publick manner) pre- 
ſme ro make you the Worthy and Noble Patron of the firſt Book of my 
Tragicall Hiſtories, (fome of the meane obſervations and colleQions of my 
fcnder Travets,) wherein The Trumps of Gods Revenge agamst the crying 
Cexecrable frnof Hurther are fo crinent and conſpicuous, that(excepr my 
hopes betray my judgement ) they are made oby1ons to the {1ght, and con- 


fequently proftgbleto the ſoule of. a Chriſtian ; and not to prophane cither 


your Honours eares, or my pen, with the lealt ſpark or ſhadow of an un- 
truth, my preſ:mption had not becne fo ambitious, to have committed theſe 
Hiſtories to the Preſle, except witha defire, that in fome fort they might 
thereby reprele that helliſh {n, 'gainft which they ſolely conteft and 
fght, and which in theſe our dayes {with as much pity as gricfe) makes ſo 


2a 2 ” bloody 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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bloodie and fo lamentablc a progreſſion, thereby to krveas ſtops and pre- 
ventions, in our Zng/and, inimuation of the Catarractsof Nylus , which 
keepe Egypt from being ſubmerg'd with her Inundation * nor had I afpyed 
ro Kicker them under the wings of your Honours Patronage and protccti- 
on, but that thereby they might finde the ſurer paſſage, in converſing with 
the diflerent Opinions , and the ſafer, in meeting with the ſelfe-pleating 
Cenſures ofthe World ; and if your Honour pleaſe ſclet ſome few houres 
from your mire ſerious and weighty Afﬀeaires, and vouchſafe imploy them 
on the different Accidents theſe Hiſtories report andrelate, I (with as 
much hunulitic as confidence) preſume, that you will efteeme them, if not 
profitably lent, ycrnot prodigally, nor vicioullvaſt away, in the peruſall 
and contemplation thereof, How ſoever, they proceed from his Pen, whoſe 
Heart mot only admurcs and honours your Vertues, but rejoyccth inthe 
Reward thercof, your Fortunes ; for I Live not, if in the ſincerity and candour 
of my Soule, F wiſhnot that your Honour may ſtill remainc firme to theſe, 
and theſecternally fixed and conſtant to You; and from your Honour, fuc- | 
csſhyclyto your Pefterity, tranſcendently to your Ame. : | 


Your Honours 


in all duty and Scrvice, 


Joun REYNOLDS. 
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Of all the Letters (and Challenges) contained 
in theſe whole Six Bo OKs; With the Pages 


where to finde them. 


Book I. Page. 
Ermanda to Betanford. 5 
Betanferd to Mermanda». 1b. 


Grand Pre to Berandford. A Chaltenge. 7 
De Malleray to Grand Pre. 4 Challenge. 11 


Chriftenera zo Piſani. 18 
Piſani to Chriſtenera, 1b. 

Chriſtenera fs Piſani. 1b. 

Piſani fo Chriſtenera. X .29 
Gaſparino to Piſani. 4 Challenge. -22« 
Jofſelina to Mortaigne. ' ,*:94 
Joſſelina zo Calintha, ; 25 
Calintha ys Jofſelina. 7 44 
Alfmero to Beatrice-Joana. 46 
Beatrice-Joanato Alſemero. ib, 
Alſemero #0 Beatrice-Joana. 47 
Bearrice-Joana to Alſemero. = 


Tomaſo to Alonſa Piracquo. 
_ Piracquo to Alſemero. A Chal. _ 


| Book II, Page 
Sypontus to Viftoryna. - 82 
Sypontus to Victoryna, 34. 
Victoryna #oSypontus, "122" 
Sppontus ts Victoryna. ' ib. 
Antonio to Berinthia. 99 
Berinthia fo Antonio. ib. 
Antonio #0 Beriathia. Ioo 
Berinchiato Antonio. I03 
Antonio 7s Berinthia. IOq. 
Vilarezo?o Scbaſtiano. IO7 
Sebaſtiano to Antonio. A Chalksge. 108 
Poligny ts Laurieta. I19 
Lauriete 70 Poligny, 120 
'Bellvile to Poligny. A Challenge. 121 
La Palaifiere to Poligny. 123 
Poligny to La Palaiftere. I24 
Bellvile zo Laurieta. 126 
[.auriera zo Bellvile. 127 
Perina#o Caſtelnovyo. I41T 


Caſtelnovote Perina. 142 
Perina fo Caſtelnovo. 143 
Caſtelnoyo fo Perina, I44 
Caſtelnovo to his Son Caſtelnovo. I45 
Brellati zo Berrcolini, © AChetlenge. 154. 
Scorio fo Paulina. 74:18 
Paulina zo Sturio. ib, 
Sturio to Bertolini., A Challenge. 160 
Book, III. Page. 
Vumartin to De-Salez. © A Challeage. 197 
De Salez to Vaumartin. 197 
Vaumarrin zo De Salez. 198 
Argentier ts De Salez. 200 
Barerano zo Clara. 217 
Clara to Zaretano. 218 
Barecano fo Clara. ib, 
Clara zo Baretano. 219 
Leonarda fo Albemare. 225 
La Vaſſelay 10 De Bremay, 244. 
De Bremay #0 La Vaſſelay. ib. 
La Vaſſelay to De Merſon. 246 
De Merſon #0 La Vaſſehy. 247 
La Vaſſclay to De Merſfon. ib. 
De Merſon #» La Vaſſelay: ib. 
Fidelia ad Celeſtina #9 Alcaſero. 255 
Carpito Fidelia. 260 
Fideliato Carp). 261 
Carp #0 Fidelia. 26g 
Alcaſero jo Carp!, A Challewge. 265 
Book. IV, Page. 
Don Juan to Idiaques. 24, 
Don Juan to Marſillia. 248 
Idiaques#o Don Jaan. 1b. 
Marfillia#o Don Juan, 249 
Don Juan to Marſillia. 250 
DePerez #0 Don Juan. d4Choelkenge, 251 
3 Don 


Y he T able of the Letters. 


Dori Juan? to DePerez. 252 
La Precoverre to Harcourt, D7T 
La Precoverte to Maſſerina, ib. 
F-Tcourtto LiPrecoverce. ' "E723 * 
M :flerina #o La Precoverre. 273 
Bortary to Planeze. A Chalkege”- 290 
Planeze#0 Borlary. |}... ,- -; 291 
Borlary to Felifanna,. ,-' . .. 295 
Felifanna zoBorlary.' © © © © © bs 
Borlary to Feliſanna. - 296 
Planeze toBorlary. .' 4 Chalknge. 298 
Caſtruchio to Borkdy! :\ - 304 
Blancheville 70 Beaumarais, '-gIF 
Champigny to Beaumarais. _—_— 313 
Beaumarais ##Champigny. - 1 ib. 
Fermia to Moron ' 544 29g 
Fermiato Moron | 333 
Maron-#0 Feria. T ...-:tÞb. 
Fermia #0 Moron. 336 
Moron#toFermia. ibid. 
', Book, V. Page. | 


Babtiſtyna and Amarantha fo Streni -: . 343 
Babtiſtyna and Amarantha z0Jaquinta tb, 
Streni to Babtiſtyna and Amarantha. 244. 


Jaquintato Babtiſtyna and Amaranths.345 
Amarantha#o Streni. 349 
Amarantha to Babtyſtina, ds 
Cacharina to Delrio. 367 
Martino to Delrjo. ibs 
Delrio to Catharina, 368 
Delriozo Martino. | 369 
Dslrioto Cecilliana. | ib. 
Cecilliana to Delrio. 976 
Father Thomas ts Cecilliana, 380 


Caſino fo Sophia. | 334 


Sophia to Caſſino 335 
Sophia to Caſſino. 336 
Caffiuo to Sophia . 387 
Caflino to Soph, ib. 
Sophia fo Caſlino 388 
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Quatbrifſon to Valfontaine. 404. 
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Vaſti zo Salyna. 520 
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Imperia to Morofini. 454 
Morofini zo Imperia. ' 453. 
Bondino to Palmerius, . 463 
De Laurier #o Du Pont. 473 
Hippolito #0 Roderigo. 492 
Roderigo ts Hippolito. 493 
Cervancella zo Roferigo. 494 
Dominicato Roderigo. 495 
Roderigo #9 Cervantella. ib. 
Roderigo#- Dominica. ib. 
Cervantella zo Roderigo. 497 
SanCtifiore #0 Urſina. 504. 
Urſfna to Sandifiore. 505 
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Bellinda ro Palura. 520 
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The Contents of the Firſt Book. 


| His Tory I. | 
F Autefelia cauſeth La Freſnay an Apothecary to poyſon her Brother Grand Pre aud 
DF [q bis Wife Mzrmanda, and -s likewiſe the canſe that her ſaid Brother kjils de Malle- 
==7 [10 £2y her own Hurband in a Dwell. La Freſnay condemned to be hanged for 6 Rape os 
\ the Ladder confeſſeth bis two former Murthers , and ſajes that Hautefelia ſeduced 
== UNC and hired hins to performe them : Haurefelis 3s likewiſe apprebended. And ſo for 
theſe cruell murthers they are both put to ſevere and cruel Deathe Page 1; 
| * $3, . 


H F'S To II 2HIG o 4 | 
Piſani be:trazeth Gaſparino of hzs MiFreſſe Chriſteneta. Gaſparino challengerh Piſani for this 
Diſgrace, and kils him is the field; He after comtioneth his $nie to Chriſtenera. She diſſew- 
Hes her malice for Pilani his Death. She appoints Gaſpatino to meet her in 4 Gardes ; aud 
there cauſeth Bianco and Brindoli t9 mxwrther him. They are all three takes and executed for 
the ſame. | pag.15 
HIST. II. 2 ; 
Mortaigne, xsder the promiſe of Marriage, gets Jofſelina with childe, and after converting bis 
love into hatred, cauſeth his Lackey La Verdure aud La Palma tv mwrther both her and her yong 
Sonne. The jealowſie of Iſabella to her Harband La Palma 52 the cawſe of the Diſcovery hereof. 
They are all three takes and execmted for the ſame. pag.29 


H1nST. £9 
Beatrice-Joana, to ”74rry Alſemero, cauſeth de Fiores to warthber Alonſo Piracquo, whowas 
8 ſuter io her. Alſemero marries her, aud finding de Flores and her in Adultery, kils them both. 
Tomaſo Piracquo chellengeth Alſemero for his Brethers death. Alſemero kils hizs treache- 
rouſly is the field, and is beheaded for the ſame, and his body throwne into the Sea: At his execu- 
tion he confeſſeth, that bis Wife and de Flores murthered Aloaſo Piracquo: #heir bodies are 


takers up ont of their graver, then burss, and their oſhes tbrowne imo the ayre. Pob4 L 
iſtory 
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The (ontents. 


= HisT. V. ny 
Alibius murthbereth his 5fe Merilla : heir diſcovered, firſi,by Bernardo. thes by Emelia bis ow» 
Daughter : ſo he is epprehended and hanged for the fat?. | Pag.57 
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The Contents of the Second Book: 


Vidtoryna cauſeth Sypontus to ftab and murther her firſl Hucband Souranza, and he her ſelſe 
poyſontth Faſſino her ſecond : ſo they both bring miraculouſly deteGed, and convidted of theſe 
their crnell mmrihers, he is beheaded, and ſhe hanged and burnt for the ſame. Pag.77 


H1isrT. VIL 

Caralina ceuſeth her waiting 1maide Anſilva, two ſeveral! times to atteenpt to poyſon her own Siſter 
Berinthia : whereis failing, ſbe afterwards makes an E mperick,, termed Sarmiata , poyſon ber 
ſaid maide Anfilva: Catalina #1 k#Hed with 8 Thunder bolt , and Sarmiata hanged for poyſo- 
#inv7 Anfilva. Antonio ſtealer Berinthia away by ber own conſent + wherewpo: her Brother 
Sebaſtiano fghtrwith Antonio, and4ili him ins Duell : Berinthia, 3n revenge berecf, af- 
terwards murthereth her brother Sebaſtiano : fhe 3s adjudged 30 be immmred 'twixt iwowals, 
8zd there languiſheth ad dies. pag-95 

> wh | ST. YE. 

Bellvile zreacheroufly murthersthPoligny is the freet. Lanrieta, Poligny's Myſirir , betrageth 
Bellvile #0 ber Chamber, and there in revenge ſhoots him thorow the body with 8 Piſtoll, when aſ- 
fifted ty her waiting- maide Lucilla, they likewiſe give him many wound: with a Poniard, and jq 
ezurther hiev. Lucilla flying for this fat, is drowned is a Lakey ard Laurieta 3r taken and hang- 
ed, end burgt for the ſame. _ Pag 115 

- HisT. IK. £ 

Jacomo de Caſtelnovo, luffully. falr in love with his daughter in Law Perina , hizown ſonne 
Franciſco de Caſtelnovo's Wife c whown to enjoy, he canſeth Jerantha jirft to poyſon his owne 
Led Fidelia, aud thes hir ſaid ſavwxe Franciſco de Caſtelnovo ; i# revenge whereof, Perina 
#reacheronſly murthereth him 3» hjs bed. .Jerantha ready to dye intravell of childe, confeſſeth her 
#rwo mwrthers, for the which ſhe ir hanged and burnt. Perina hath her right hand cut off, and is 
condemned to perpetual impriſonment, where ſbe ſorrowfully dies. Pag.133 


<\ "HIST. X- 

Bertolini ſceks Paulina is evarriage, but ſhe lover Sturio, ard not himſelfe * he prayes ber Brother 
Brellati hzs deare friend, to ſolicit her for his, which he doth, but cannot prevaile : whereapon 
Bertolini lets fell ſerve diſgracefuP ſpeeches, both againſt her honour and hirreputation : for 
which Brellati challenyeth the fold of him , where Bertolini kils hins, and he flies for the ſame. 
Sturio ſeeks to marry her, but his Father will not conſent thereunto, and couveyes him away ſe- 


crethy : for which two diſaſters, Paulina dyes for ſorrow. Sturio findes ont Bertolini, and ſexds — | | 


kim a challenge. and having him at his mercy, gives him his life at his requeſt : he afterwards very 
treacherouſh kils Sturio with a Petronell is the ſireet from a window : heictakes for this ſecond 
mwrther, histwo handl cut off, then beheaded, and his body throwne intothe River. pag. 151 
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The Contents of the Third Book, 


HisT. XT. 
De Salez kth Vaumartin i» a Dve/l;, La Hay cauſeth Michaelle t9poyſon La Frange ; De 
Salez lover La Hay, aud becauſe hir Fathtr Argenticr will wot conſent that be marry her, ſtifleth 
Lins 


JM 
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- The Contents. 


kim inbhis bed, andthea takes her to his Wife ;, ſhe turnes Strumpet, aud cuts his throt ;, as heis 
djing, he accuſeth her of this bloody fa? and bimſelſe for mnurthering bis Father Argentier : ſo 
bis dead body t; hare d to the Gollower, thes burnt , La Hay confeſſeththis murther, and iiks 
wiſe that ſh: cavſed Michaelle, to payſon La Frange : ſhe bath berright havd cut aff, and v thew 
burn: alive; Michaelle is broke ou the wheels aud hir dead bodgthrawne into the E1ver.pag. 175 


| HisT. XII. 
Albemare cauſeth Pedro asd Leonardo ro auriker Baretano, aud be after marrieth Clara, 
whom Barecano firfl ſoughs to merry: Hecauſeth bis mas Valerio topmyſos Pedrois priſes, 
and by 6 Letter which Leonardo ſent him, Clara perceives that ber Hutbend Albemare had 
hired and cauſed Pedro. exd Leonardo to muriher her firff Love Baretano : which Letter ſhe 
 revealer to the Indge ; ſo beis hanged, and likewiſe Valerig and Leonardo for theſe their bloody 
crimes. "  _ Pag-21T 

| H1sT. XIFI. 
La V afſelay poyſoneth ber waiting maide Gratiana, becanſe ſhe is jealous that ber hurhand De 
M=rſon is diſhozeſt with her ; whereupon he lives from ber in revenge whereof, ſhe canſeth bis 
| MawLaVillete to murther bim in « Wood and then marries his in reguital, The faid La Vil- 
lere 8 yeare after riding thorow the ſame wood, bis Horſe falrwith hirs, and almoſt hils him; 
when be confe([eth the emnurther of bls Maiter De Merſon, end gocuſeth bis Wife La V :ſlelay 
tobe the cauſe thereof: ſo for theſe : heir bloody crimes, he it hanged, and /he burnt altve. pag. 233 ' 


HisT. XIV: 

Fidelia aud Czleſtina cauſe Carpi and Monteleane, with their two Lackier, Lorenzo aud 
Anſelmo, to wwrther their feather Capt aine Benevente, which they performe. Monteleone 
and bit Lackie Anſcimogre drowned, Fidelia bwgs ber ſelfe, Lorenzo: banged for a robbery, 
484 07 the Gallowes confeſſerb the murtheriag of Benevente ; Carpi bath his right hand, thes 
bis bead cutoff; Czleftina a” and her body burot. ©. Pag-353 

1ST. XV. | 

Manrice hke a bloody villaine, and demnable ſon, throwes bis Mother Chriſtina into « Well, and 
drowner hey : the ſame hand and arme of his wherewith he did it, rots away from his body ; and be- 
ing di{-raved of bis wits iu priſes, he there con feſſeth this fouke aud inhumane myriber, for the 
which he 3s bawged. | .._ _ Pag-269 


The Contents of the Third Book. 


— 


HisT. XVI. 

Idi2ques ceuſeth his ſows Don Ivaa 7s worry Marſillia, avd then commits Adultery and Inceſt 
with ber ; She makes her Father in Law [diaques to poyſon hizold wife Honori:, and likew?f - 
wakes h:r own Brother De Perez to kill her Chomber-maide Mathurina; Don Iran afterward? 
kil: D: Perez, ins Dwell, Marſill1a hath ber braines dofot out by a horſe, aud ber body is after- 
werd; condemued to be burnt ; Idiaques is beheaded, his bady conſumed to des, and throwne in- 
#0 the gire. P2g.241 

HisT. XVIL 


Harcourt feales away bis Brother Virgorves wife, Maſſerina, evd keeps ber is 4dultery; She hs- 


reth Tivoly (av Italian Moxntebanke?) to poyſon Ln Precoverte, who was Harcourts Wife , 
Harcourc &/s bis brother Vimory, awd thea marries his Widow Maſſ-rina ; Tivoly 3s banged 
for 4 robbery. and at hirexecution accuſeth Mflerina for hiring him to poyſou La Precoverte 
for the which ſhe is likewiſe hanged, Noel (whowas Harcourts man) oz his deaih-bed ſuſpeeth 
an1 accuſeth his (114 Mefter jr killing of his Brother Vieaosy, whereof Harcourt being found 
guilty, bz is broken ative on a wheel: for the ſame. | Pag.2 6 - 
iſt, 


--- The Contents; 
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Th , v0 H 1ST. XXIG,; ©! wi. : "4 
Romeo (the Laguay of Borlary) ks Radegonda, the Chomber-meide of th: Lazy Feliſanna 
” inthe ſtreet, and is bangdd for the ſame ; Borlary afterward, bireth Citrachio (an Apothica- 
' rg) fo poyſon ber Hmband SeigniorPlaneze, for the which Caſtruchio 3s hanged, an4 bir bo- 


dy thrown into the River, and Borlary is beheaded, aud then burnt. pag. 287 
REES By or: XOX 5 cob wi 


tray igne,k## Champigny: and Marin (hirſecoed) Þ 4 DueP, 

©, Blancheyille (the Widow of Champigny) is rrveage thereof hirerh Le Valtey (who war ſer- 
©4nt 10 Beaumarays) tomnriher bir ſaid Myſter with a Piſtoll,*the which he doth, for the which 
Le Valley#} broken 0s Whee'e, dvd Blancheville hanged for thi'ſame. © Pag:309 


Beaumaray s, 4#d bis Brother Mont21gn 


IE... = 1Þþ HrsT.*X X. 
Lorenzowrthereth bir Wife Fermis ; He ſome twenty yeares after (as altogether unhnowne) rob- 
beth his-(aud her) ſonne Thomſo; wholikewife (wot knowing Lorer:z0 to be bis Father) doth 
 . ccufe bies for that robbery, forthe which beic hanged. Pag-325 
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The Contents of the Eifth Book. 


His :XNKI. 


'Babtiſtyna ged Amarantha poyſos their E1deſt Siſter J:quinra," after which'Amarantha cenſeth 


her ſerw#nts, Bernardo and Pierya to (tifie her elder Sifter Babriſtyna i» ker Bed,'Bexnardo 
flying away, breaker bis neck witha fall off bir Horſe,'Pierya is haneed for the ſame, ſo I kewiſe 
i Amarantha, ane her body after burnt . Berrrardo beine buried, his body is againe takes #, 
aud hanged 10 the Gallowes by bis feet then burnt and his aſhes throwne into th: River. pag-339 


-*HIisST: XXII. 


Martino pojſowerh tis Brother Pedro, aud murthereth Monfredo is the ſtreet; He afterwards 


growers mad, andin his confeſrion reveals both theſe enerthers to Father Thomas his Ghoſtly Fa- 
/ ther, who afterwards dying. reveales it by his Letter to Cecilliana, who was Widow to Ion. tredo, 
dad Siſter toPedro and Martino. Martino hath firſt kis ritht hand cut off, and then is hanged 


for the ſame. Pag. 369 
HisT. XXI11T. 


Alphonſo poxſoncth his oww Mother Sophia ard after ſhoots and kils Caffino (as he war walking 
is bir Gerdes) with aſhort Musket (or Carabyne from a Window. He js beheaded for thoſe two 
wurihers, then burnt, and his aſhes throwne into the River. Pag.393 


| H1sT. XX+V. 

Pont Chauſey kils La Roche 7# a Dell. <Quatbriſſon caxſeth Moncallier (az Apothe- 
cary to poyſon bis own Brother Valtontaine, Moncallicr after fals, and breaks his neck 
from apaire of [tairs. Quatbriflon [zkewije canſeth his Fathers Miller Picrot to amriher, 
and ſiranele Marieta mn her Bed, and to throw her body into his M:ll-pond. Picrot the 
Miller is broken alrve on awheele , and Quatbriflion frrſt beheaded, then burnt for the 
Jame. Pag-397 

| Hiſt. XXV. 

Vaſt firſt murthereth bis SouneGeorge, and next poyſoweih his owne wiſe Heſter, and being 
- afterwards almoſt killed by a mad Bull #n the fields. bt revesleth theſe his 1rro murthers, forthe 
wich te is fir ſt hanged,and then burr. . p2 Ee 21 

of ne 


ts: 


GE EEE >. , 
42: * &: 


Ea RY en NC 
Se res + WEL 


See 
4 17 
P 


WS. 


1 he ( ontents. 


The Contents of the ſixth Book. 


HisT..SXVL 
Lmperia for the love ſhee beares to young Morolini, Jeduceth and canſeth him ( with his two 
conſorts, Aſtonicus and Donato) to ſtifle to death her old husband Palmerius in his bed 3 
Morolini zzisfor tunately letting fall his gloves in Palmerius his chamber that night which 
he did it They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 
Moroſinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther of his Vn- 
ke, $0 they together with their acceſjaries Aſtonicus and Donato,are all foure of thexz ap- 
prehended and hanged for the ſame. | pag 443 


| His T. XXVII. 
Father Jaſtinian 4 Prieſt, an1 Adrian as I: ee keeper, peyſon De Laurier, who war lodged in his 
houſe, and then bury him i» hi: Orchard ; where a montth after a Wolfe digs him up, and drvoures 


ſame, but arc afterwards bothof 1h: apprehended and hanged forit. pag.471 


 HisT. X XV Fs: | 

' Hippolito ezurthereth Garcia #8 the ſtreet b; night, for the which he is hanged. Dominica and her 
Chamber m tide Denifa poyſuneth her Husband Roderi 223 Deniſa sjter Tards firangleth ber 
>  -own new borne Babe, andthrow-s it i:toa Pond. for the which ſheis hanged ; ow the Ladder ſhe 
 Cconfeſſedihatſhewu acc+ſſary, with her Lady [Dominica 3n the royſoning of her Hu:band Ro- 
- derig') ; for thewhich Dom nic. is apprehended, and likewiſe hanged. page.489 


HisT. XX I | 


Sanft'fiore (upon promiſe of marriage) gets Uriiaa with childe, and then afterwards very ingrate« | 


fu'ly and trearh: fly oj Beth her, and marries B-ctranna ; Urtina being ſerr.:ble of thir her 
diſerece diſg'siſeth her ſelje in a Friers habit , and with a caſe of Piſtolt kits SanQifiore as he 4s 
wathiog i® the fields, for the which ſhe it hanged. | | pag.503 


H1sST. XXX. 

De Mora trezch-roufly ils Palura in « Dwell with iwo Piſtols : His Lav Bellinda nith the 
aide of ber Gentleman Y her Ferallo , pcyſoneth her Hnsband De Mora . aud afterwards ſhee 
marrieth and murthereth her ſai Husband Ferallo in his oed + ſo ſheis burat alive for this her 
laſt murther, and her aſhes throwne into the aire for the firi?. , pag-527 


4 great part o*his body . which Fat».r Jaitinian and Adrian underſtanding, they flye upon the 
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THE 


IRIVMPHS OF GODS 


REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Crying and Execrable ſinne of Murther. 


HisToORIE I. 


Hautefelia caſeth La Freſnay ar Apothecary, to poyſon her brother Grand Pre and his wife 
Mermanda.and s likewiſe the cauje that her ſaid brother kils de Malleray her owne husband 
in a Duel] :LaFreſnay condemmed to be hanged for arape onthe Ladder confeſſeth his two 

ormer Murthers, and ſayes that Hautefelia ſeduced ans hired him to performe them : Hau- 
tefelia 7s Likewiſe apprehended:and ſo for the cruell Murthers, they are both put toſevere and 


cruell deaths. 


= F our contemplation dive into elder times, and our curioſity 
| turne over the varicty of ancient and moderne Hiſtories ( as 
well Divine as Humane ) wee ſhall find that Ambition, Re» 
venge,and Murther, have ever proved fatall crimes to their 
Sa undertakers - for they are vices which fo eclipſe our judges 

Jo) ments, and darken our underſtandings, as we ſhall not onely 
ef {ce with griefe, but finde with repentance, that they will 
bring us ſhame for glory, attliction for content, and nuſery 
{or fclicity : Now as they are powerfull in men, ſ{othey are 
(ſometimes) implacable in women, who(with as much vant 
ty as malice) delight in theſe ſinnes : asit that could adde grace to their bodies,that des 
formes their ſoules, or luſtre & proſperity to their daies,that makes ſhipwracke both of 
their fortunes and lives. It rs with griefe and pitty (yea not with paſſion, but compaſſi» 
on)that I inſtance this in a Gentlewoman,who was borne to honour.,and not to ſhame, 
had not theſe three aforeſaid vices (like fo many infernall furies ) laine her glory in the 
duſt, and dragged her body toan untimely and infamous grave.Itis a Hiſtory that hath 
many ſorrowfull dependances,and which produceth variety of diſaſterous and mourn- 
full accidents: wherein(by the juſt judgement of God ) we ſhall ſee Ambition bitterly 
ſcourged, Revenge ſharpely rewarded, and Murther ſeverely puniſhed 3 by whoſe ex- 
ample, if all that profeſſe Religion, become lefleimpious, and more truly religious, we 
ſhall then leade the whole courſe of our livesin ſuch peacefull and happy tranquility, 
as(arming our ſelves with reſolution to hve and die in the favour of Heaven)we needs 
not feare either what earth,or hell can'doe unto us. The Hiſtory 1s thus. 


x IS a0; 
A :J; A 
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CARE ARA TIES 


N Fere 4#xoxe(a ſtrong and antient Towne upon the frontiers of Burgszah, and the 


free County)dwelt an aged grave Gentleman (nobly deſcended,and of very faire 
B | demaynes ) 


Gods Revenge againſt Murtber. Booke ]; ' 
demaynes) named Mozſtexr de Grandmont,who had to his wife a vertuous Lady,termed © 
MadammoyſeBe de Carnye, the onely daughter of Monſiexr de Buſerat,a worthy Gentleman 
of the City of Dole - this marryed couple for a long time lived in the greateſt height of | 
content, that either Earth could afford,or theirhearts deſire, for as one way they grew 
opulent in lands and wealth, ſo another way they were indued with three hopeful! 
Sonnes,Grand Pre, Vileneufe, and Maſſeron,and with two daughters, Madamozſelles de Hix- 
tefelia, and eeCreſje : a fayre poſterity : they bleſt in their Parents,and their Parents ho- 
ping themſelves bleſt in them : ſo as (to the eye of the world ) this one family promi- 
{ed to make many,(eſpecially f1th the youngeſt of the five had already attained its tenth 
yeare)but God in his providence ordayned the contrary. | 

Grand Pre(as the firſt and chiefeſt pillar of the houle ) craves leave of his Father that 
he might ſerve his apprentilhip in the warres, under the command of that incompara- 
ble Captaine, Grave Maxrice, then Earle of Naſſaw, ſince prince of Orexee, Vilenenfe de- 
lighting in bookes,his Father thought fit to fend to Pozt-ax Morſſor, and thinking to re- 
taine Maſſeroz with himz he for his beauty was begg'd a Page by that valorous Mar- 
{hall of £razce who fo wilfully and unfortunately lolt his head in the Baſtile of Paris. 

As for their two daughters, Hartefe/ialrved with her parents ; and de Creſſze they pre- 
ſented to a great Lady of Burgnnay, who was long ſince the moſt aftiited and forrow- 
full Wife and Mother to the Barons of Lxx,Father and Sonne, who were both ſlaine bv 
that generous and brave Lorayre Prince,the Knight of Gyſe. 
 Butbehold the inconſtancy of fortune, or rather the power and pleaſure of heaven, 
which can ſoone metamorphoſe our mirth into mourning, our joyes into teares, and 
our hopes intodeſpaire : for within the compaſle ct one whole yeare, we ſhall ſee three 
of theſe five Children laid in their graves, and of three ſeverall deaths, for Yilenenfe was 
drowned at Poxt-au Mouſſe as he bathed himſelfe in the River : Maſſerox was killed in 
a Duel at Foztaize bleau by Roſſat a Gaſcon, being page to the Duke of Eſpernon:and Hau- 
tefelia dyed at home of a burning Feaver with her Parents; a triple loſſe, which doth 
not onely afflict their hearts and ſoules, but alſo feemes todrowne their eies with a de- 
luge of mournefull and ſforrowfull teares. 

Grandmont and de Carny his Wife, being thus made unfortunate and wretched by the 
death of three of their children, they reſolve to call home their other two, to bee com- 
forts and props to their old age, but their hopes may deceive them. Firſt;from the Ba- 
ronefle of Lxyx comes de Creſſye, who ſucceeding her liſter, we muſt now terme by the 
name(or rather by the title)ot Haxtefelia; who hath a great and bloudy part toatt upon 
the Theater of this Hiſtory : and after her very ſhortly comes Grand Pre from Hoturd, 
where ( in divers ſervices) hee left many honourable and memorable markes of his 
prowefle and valour behinde him. | 

Vpon his arrivall to his Fathers houſe,the flowre of all the nobility and gentry of the 
Country, come to condole with him, for the death of his brothers and ſiſter, as alſo to #| 
congratulate his happy returne(an office and complement which expreſleth much afte- - 
Con and civility) they find Grand Pre a brave compleate Gentleman, not in outward 

ride,but in inward generoſity and vertue, notin the vanity of faſhionsand apparell, 
bot in the perfections and a" nee of his mind and body: he is wholly addicted to 
theexercife of warre, and not to theart of courting of Ladies, hisdelights are in the 
campe of Marsand Bel/oza, and not in the palace of YVexrsand Cupid, well knowing that 
the one will breed him honour and glory, and the other ſhame and repentance; his pa- 
ſtimes are not criſping and powdering of his haire, quarrelling with his taylor for the 
faſhion of his cloathes,dancing m velvet pumps, and tracing the ſtreet in a neate per- 
famed Boote with jangling Spurres 3 yea, hee reſembleth not young ſpruce Courtiers, 
who thinke no heaven to brave Apparell, nor Paradiſe to that of their Miſtreſſe beau- 
ty : forhe onely praCtiſeth riding of great horſes, Tilting, running at Ring, diſplaying 
the Colours, tofling the Pike, hand'ing the Musket, ordering of Ranke and File, there- 
by to make himſelfe capable tocondut and embattaile an Army, and to envircn, for- 
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nfic. or beltege a City or Caſtle, or the hke 5 yea, hee fpurnesat the Lute and Viall, and 
vowes there 15 no mulicke to the ratling of the Drumme and Trumpet,and to the thun- 
dring of the Musket and Canon , but this warlike and Marſhall humour of his ſhall not 
!aitlong : Wherein we may obſcrve the vanity of our thoughts, the inconſtancy of our 
achghts,and the alteration and mutability ot our reſolutions; for now we ſhall ſhortly 
{e Grand Prehiate that he loved,and love that he hated yea, we ſhall ſee him fo plunge 
and drowne hiuntelfe inthe beauty ofa faire and {weet Gentlewoman, as he ſhall leave 
FHollard for Burgnnay, Warre, for peace, Armes for Love,and Enemies for a Miſtris : but 
time muſt worke this alterationand Metamorpholis. | 

The old Gentleman his father, {ceing Grand Pre's martiall diſpolition, feares leſt this 
ambitious and generous humour of his will induce him to ſeeke warres abroad, ith he 
findes none at home; and theretorc,delirous of his company and preſcnce.,in that it will 
ſyeeten his former atfictions, and give life to his future hopes and content, he proffers 
him the choice of many a r1ch & taire young Gentlewoman for his wite, of the beſt and 
moſt ancient families in and neare Arxore : but Grand Pre 18 deafe to theſe requeſtsand 
motions,and thinkes it a diſparagement and bl-mith to his valour,if he ſhould any way 
liſten, or give care thereto, the which his father perceiving and underſtanding, hee be, 
thinkes himſelfe ofa turther inventiun,and ſo reſolves at Winter to leave the Country, 
and to reſide in the City of Di7oz (famous for the ancient ſeate of the Dukes of Burgwn- 
cz, and for the preſent Court of Parliament) hoping thatthereamong(t the multitude 
of {weet Ladies and Gentlewomen, whercwith that City 1s adorned, his ſonne Grant 
Pre might at laſt eſpye ſome Paragon of Nature, whoſe beauty mizht have powerto 
ſubdue and captivate his affections, and indeed ( as the ſequell will ſhew ) the event 
an{wcreth his expeCation. . 

For on a Sunday morning in Lent, as Grand Pre went to the royall Chappell to heare 
Father 7ſtinian ( a Capuchin Fryer) preach, he oppoſite to him eſpies a moſt delicate 
and beautifull young Lady, ſlender of body, tall of ſtature, faire of taint and complex- 
10n, having a quicke and gratious eye, with pure and delicate haire of a flaxen colour, 
being infinitely rich in Apparell, yet farre richer in the perfeCtions and excellencies of 
a true and pertit beauty , ina word, ſhe was ſo amiable and ſolovely, ſo ſweet, and (o 
plealing to hi: eyes,as at her very firſt ſight Grand Pre could not refraine from bluſhing, 
as being raviſhed with the {weetneile of ſo faire an objett, ſo as his heart panted and 
beate within him, as being not accuſtomed to encounter with ſuch beauties, or with 
ſuch ſudden paſlions and alterations. 

Now by this time this young gentlewoman(whoſe name we ſhall anon know)could 
not but perceive with what earncſinefie and delight Grand Pre beheld her, and ſeeing 
him to be a proper young Gallant, and richly apparelled and followed. ſhee could not 
refraine from dying her Lilly cheekes with a Vermilian bluſh, which gave ſuch grace 
to her beauty, and ſo inflamed our poore Grand 7re, 8 he could no longer reſiſtthe in- 
fluence of fuch amorous atlaults 3 and now it is that his thoughts ſtrike layle toaffe- 
Ction,and his heart doth homage to beauty, ſo as he revokes his former opinton concei- 
ved againſ{tthe power and dignity of Love, which hee now holds erronious, and in his 
heart vowesthat there 1s no ſuch t-licity in the world,asto injoy the Lady of his deſires, 
whom hiscies and ſoule chictely honour and adore: But if he be inſnared and impriſqs 
ned inthe fettersof her beauty, noleſle is ſhe in thoſe of his perſonage, only ſhe is more 
coy and preciſe in the exterior demonſtration thereof: for as he cannot keepe his eyes 
from gazing on hers ſoſhee ſeemes but to looke on him by ſtealth, or if ſhe tranſgreſſe 
that Decorum, ſhe immediately,in outward appearance,checkes her eyes from ranging 
beyond the liſts of modeſty and diſcretion. w 

Burt by this time,to the griefe of our new Lovers,the Sermon isended.and all prepare 
to depart, {otheir cies with much diſcontent and unwillingneſle, for that time take leave 
each of other : and here Grazd Pre making a turne or twointhe Church, is doubly tor- 
mented and perplexed, firlt with griefe,that he is deprived of his Miſtris ſight,and then 
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with ſorrow.that he neither knowes her.nor her name:But as Love retines our wits,and 


gives an edge to our intentions, ſo he ſheives her to his Page, and ſends him to make ſe- - 


cret enquiry what ſhe is. His page ſpeedily returnes, and informes him, that ſhe 1s A7z- 
damoyſelle Mermanda, cldeit daughter to Monnſrenr de Creſſonnil/e,one of the chieteſt Pre- 
{idents of the Court of Parliament. Grand Pre extreamely rejoyccth to know what ſhe 
was, and farrethe more, in reſpect he ſees it nodiſparagement cither to himſelfe or his 
houſe to marry her : and therefore omitting all other defignes and refolutions (and 
bidding farwell to the Warres) he reſolves to ſeeke her in marriage 3 to which end,the 
next day, hee of ſet purpole, with a Gentleman or two of his intimate and famihar 
friends,inſinuates himſelte into her Fathers houſe, who being abſent, whiles they enter- 
taine the Mother, he(under colour of other conference)courts the Daughter: yea,now 
his afteCtion 1s to her by many degrees redoubled, becauſe he ſees the excellency of her 
minde is an{werable to that of her perſon,and now the comming likewiſe to know him, 
i8asit were wraptupin the contemplation of a thouſand ſweet contents, which ſo work 
on her afteCtion.(or rather on her heart)as if he thinkes himſelfe happy in ſeeking ſuch 
a Mittris, ſhe eſteemes her ſelfe bleſt in finding ſucha ſervant. 

Grand Pre findes his firſt entertainement from Mermanda to bee reſpective and plea- 
{ing- and ſo authorized by her curtelie and advice, he taking time at advantage, goes 
tothe oId Preſident her Father ,and bewrayes him his atteCtion to his daughter,and the 
deſire he hath to obtaine her for his wife:{o having begunne his ſuit,he leaves his father 
Grandmont to finiſh it, and continually frequents the companion of his beautifull Mi- 
ſtrefle Mermanda. 

Her father Creſſorvz//e diſlikes not this match, but deemes it both agreeable and ho- 
nourable; onely he knowes that Grandmont hath likewiſe one onely daughter,and him- 
ſelfe one onely ſonne : ſo he infinitely deliresto make thisa double match, thereby to 
contract a more firme and ſtricter league betwixt their two houſes; this 1s — mw and 
debated,as well betweene the young folkes.as the old Parents, and at laſt it takes effec}, 
ſoas purpoſely omitting, firſt the conference, then the letters ſent from Graxd Preto 
Mermanda, and from Mermanda to Grand Pre 3 from De Malleray ( Creſſonvilles ſonne ) to 
Hantefilia,and from Hantefelia to De Maleray;becauſe the inſerting thereof would make 
this briefe Riſtory ſwell into an ample volumne. Theſe marryages.to the joy of the pa- 
rents, and the ſweet content of their ſonnes and daughters,are pompeoully ſolemnized 
in Diioz,with all variety of feaſting,dancing,and masking, anſwerable to their degrees 
and dignities. But theſe Marriages (hall not prove ſo fortunate as is hoped, and expe- 
cted,neither was Hymenens invited thereunto, or if he were, he refuſed to come 3 and 
therefore Lucina will likewiſe ſave her labuur, becauſe ſhe knowes that neither of theſe 
two young marryed Gentlewomen ſhall live to make ule of her affiſtance. / 


And here before proceed farther,I wiih the event of this Hiſtory could give the lye 


tothisenſuing poſition, that there isno pride nor malice to that of a womanz butT have 
more reaſon to feare then hope to beleive the contrary - for no ſooner have our two 
young couples reaped the fruits of Marriage, and the felicity of their deſires, but wee 
{hall ſee the ſunne-ſhine of their joy overtaken with a diſmall ſtorme of griefe, ſorrow 
and misfortune 3 whereby we may obſerve and learne, that there 1s no perfect nor per- 
manent felicity under the Sun, but that all things in this world, yea, the World it ſelfe 
1s ſubject to revolution and change. The manner 18thus - 

Haxtefeliaenvies her fifter in Law Mermanda's advancement;and contemnes her owne, 
ſhe likes not togive the hand to her, whom ſhe knowes is by deſcent her inferiour, and 
to ſpeake truth, preferres a Scarlet Cloake before a Blacke, and a Sword-man before a 
Pen-manz theſe ambitious conceits of hers, proceeding from hell, will breed bad bloud 
and produce mournefull effects; yea, peradventure ſtrangle her, who imbraceth and 
practiſeth them. 

Mermanda 1s of a gracious and milde nature, Hautefelia of an imperious and revenge- 


full: never any marryed couple live more contented, nor paſt mofe pleaſant dayes, - 


then 
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importance to reveale him, which ſhe holds not fit to commit to penne, and withall ad- 
viſeth him to frame ſome excuſe towards her husband for his ſudden comming. - 

Grand Pre arrivesat Dijon, and is welcomed of his Brother and Siſter, but hee diſco- 
vers her to be more ſorrowtull then accuſtomed 3 hee 1s1gnorant what theſe cloudsof 
her diſcontent import, or from whence they ariſe: but he ſhall know too ſoone,and his 
curiolity ſhall pay deare to underſtand it. Supper ended,they fetch a walke in the gar- 
den, and ſo he 1s conducted to his Chamber, where his brother in Law De Maſleray g1- 
ving him the good night, his ſiſter Haxtefelia with teares in her eyes informes him,that 
ſhe knowes for certaine, the Baron of Betanford 1s too familiar with his wite Mermanda, 
yea, beyond the bounds of honeſty, the which ſhe muſtneedsreveale him, becauſe his 
honour is hers, which, as ſhe 1s bound by nature, ſhe will cherith and preſerve as her 
ownelife. c 

Grand Preamazed at this ſtrange and unlooked forneywes,is like one lunaticke,or ra- 
ther ſtarke mad, he ſtamps with his foot, throwes away his hat, now caſting himſelfe 
on the bed, then on the floore 3 yea, and had not his iiſter prevented him, he had killed 
himſelfe with his owne ſword:theſe are the wretched paſſions of jealouſie,which tranſ- 
port our ſelves beyond our ſelves,and our reaſons beyond the limits of reaſon:and now 
this vile and malicious ſiſter of his, ( more out of policy then charity)uſerth many pray- 
ers and perſ{wations, brings him againe to himſelfe,and they conclude to keepe it ſecret 
from all the world,but withall Grand Pre vowes ſharpely to be revengd both of his wife, 
and the Baron of Betanford. | 

Hantefel;a having thus broached her inveterate and implacable malice (laughing 
hereat like a Gipſie)betakesherſclte to her reſt, leaving her brother not to {leep,but to 
drive out the might in watchfulneſle and jealouſie : who the next morne ( ſooner then 
his accuſtomed houre)riſeth, takes his leave of his Brother and Siſter,and ſo very pen- 
ſive and forrowfull rides home. : 

Mermanda findes her husband ſad, and enquires the cauſe thereof : ſhee prayes him, 
that if any griefe or misfortune have befalne him,ſhe mayparticipate and beare the one 
halfe thereof, asſhe doth of his joy and proſperity : and asſhe was wont todoe, proffe- 
reth to kiſle him; buthe ſleights her, and with much unkindneſle and difdaine puts her 
oft; whereat ſhee is —_— as not acquainted with ſuch difcourteſie. After Supper 
Gealouſte being his chiefeſt diſh; and griefe, hers) hee makes three or foure ſolitary 
turnesin the Court, and then ſends his Page. for his wife, who betwixt comfort and 
gricte, hope and deſpaire,preſently comes to him+: Hee demands of her whether ſhee 
will walke with him ſhe anſwereth, that his pleaſure ſhall ever be hers : and that ”e 
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will moſtjoyfully and willingly waite on him where he pleaſeth : he brings her to a (©- 
litary Grove, and there having choller in hislookes,and firein his tongue, he chargeth © 


her of diſhoneſty with the Baron of —_— 
Poore Mermaids, asit were pierced to 
falls to the ground in a fainting ſwoone:yea,Grard Pre her husband hath much adoe to 


recover her, when, comming againe to her ſelfe, ſhe with many volleyes of iighes, and | 


rivolets of teares, purgeth her ſelfe of that imputation and ſcandall;ſhe blames his cre- 
dulity-and jealouſie, termes her accuſers devils and witches, invokes heaven and 
earth'to beare witneſle of her innocency 3 and withall cleares the Baron of Betarford, 
vowing and proteſting by her part and hope of heaven,that he never attempted nor 0- 
pened his month to make her the leaſt ſhadow of ſo unchaſte a motion. 

Grand Pre weighing her words, and ſeeing her bitter and ſorrowfull teares, believes 
his Wife,and ſo frees Cock her ſelfe and the Baron, prayes her to pardon him,and vowes 


that he will love her dearer then before,and for ever forget and bury the memory there- $ 


of in perpetuall oblivion and forgetfulneſle. 


But his wife Mermanda, notwithſtanding this ſubmiſſion and reconciliation of her 


husband, is ſtill vexed in minde, as finding it eafie to admit griefe, but diflicult to ex* 
pell it : ſhe knowes not what to doe, nor of whom to take advice how ſhe ſhould beare 
her ſelfe in this ſtreight and perplexity ; for well ſhe knowes, that if the Baron of Betar- 
ford ſhould come to viſit her husband, as formerly he was accuſtomed to doe. it would 
revive and confirme his jealouſfie, although they were both as innocent as innocency it 
ſelfe. Now ſhe reſolves to write the Baron a Letter to retraine her houſe : but then 
ſhe thinkes it too much indiſcretion and preſumption to attempt it, or that the letter 
might be intercepted,or her husband have newes thereof; but againe fearing his com- 


ming.,and encouraged through her innocency, ſhee reſolves to write unto him : which | 


ſhe doth to this efteCt. 


T is not with bluſhes, but teares, that T preſume to write untoon 3 for indeed it grieves mee to | 
publiſh my Husbands folly, which by duty T know I am bound to conceale:neither had I attemp- 7 
ted it, but that grief and neceſſity throwes me on this exigent © for ſoit is, that my unſpotted |; 
chaſtity is not capable to _ hin from jealouſte, which makes me as much triumph in mine © 
owne loyalty,as I grieve at his ingratitude + and not content to wrong me, his folly,or rather his |: 


frenſie hath refleion on you, whom he takes to be both the obje@& and cauſe thereof : but as your | 


zrrnocency can juſtly warrant and defend mine honour, and your honour my innocency from the 
keaft ſhadow of that crime : ſo that we may both indeavonr, rather to quench then enflame this 
his irregular paſſion : I moſt humbly beſecch you to refraine cur honſe,and neither to viſit me,nor 


be familiar with hint, andſo peradventure, time may weare away from his thoughts, that which ; 


at preſent, truth and _— cannot : your relucent Vertues and true generoſity aſſure me of this 


curteſie, the which Twill repay with thankes, and requite with prayers.,that y our daies may be as || 


infinite as your perfeFions, and your fame as glorious as your merits. 8 
MERMANDA. 


The Baron receives this letter, prayſeth Mermandz's diſcretion, and laughes at Grand 
Pre's folly, extolleth her innocency, and condemnes his jealouſie: he will be carefull to 
preferve a Ladies honour, eſpecially one fo truely chaſt and honourable as Mermranda - 
he before had a purpoſe to ſee Paris, ſo now this occaſion doth both crowne and con- 
firme hisreſolution; he makes ready his preparativesand baggage,and ſo takes Coach 
for that great Citty,which abounds with the greateſt partof the Nobility of the whole 
Kingdome 3 but before his departure, hereturnes Mermarda this Anſwer. 


Or verFuer and my conſtience, make us as unworthy of your hnsbands jealouſie, as hee f, 0 
= | py awift as Mermanda, andſo true afriend as Betanford : but as 2” affeFion to him 
Fhrned inyorr loyalty, ſoit muſt now in your patiencez ſith he in th 


bath ſtil is baſe-paſſion of his 


Seeking 


the heart with the thunderbolt of thisnewes, © 
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ſeeking his owne ſhame,will at laſt aſſuredly find out your glory. Had his folly reve##a 2 ſ6 nehcÞ 
as your diſcreet Letter,T wonld have exchanged mypen to a ſmard,atta with the hiz4+d of my life, 
and loſſe ef my deareſt bloud, made knowne as well to hin as to the whole World,the truth,both of 
our chaſtity and honour,and of mine honour and innocency © in the meane time Twill both int- 
brace and obey your requeſt, and will mannage it with ſuch obſervance to your Hisband, ſuch re- 
ped? to your vertmer, and ſuch regardto mine owne reputation, as T hope hee ſhall reſt ſatisfied of 
"your chaſtity towards himſelfe, and of mine to you 3 otherwiſe Tprize Ladies of your perft< 
Zions at ſo high arate, and ſet Cavaliers of his humour and inclination at ſo low ar eſteeme.that 
1 well know how to anſwer his choller with contempt, and to requite your diſcretion both with 


admiration and praiſe. | 
BET ANFORD: 


Mermandavery joyfully receives this Letter:but hers tothe Baron produceth effedts, 
contrary to her hopes 3 for Grand Pre underſtanding of the Baron of Betandfords ſud- 
daine departure for Paris ( as jealouſte 1s full of eyes ) hee feares a plot betwixt him and 
his wife,and ſo confirmes his former ſuſpition of her difloyalty : bs therefore converts 
his love into hatred towards her, and now ( to ſhew the fruits and effedts of his iealou- 
fie)refuſeth her his bed,then which, to a chaſte and vertuous wife nothing can be more 
diſtaſteful. 

Atthis ingrateful diſcurteſie,pooreMer-randa teares her haire,ſigheth,weepeth,mour- 
neth, and lamenteth in ſuch pittifull ſort, that it ſeemes nothing in the world is capa- 
ble to comfort her, but ſhe conceales hergriefe as ſecretly as thee may : onely her pale 
cheekes and diſcontented lookes, as the outward heralds of her inward affection, doe 
ſilently diſcover and bewray it. | 

Her husbands father and mother, Grandmont and de Carnye, all this while know no- 
thing of this diſcontent betweene Grand Pre and Mermandz 5 but their malicious and 
wretched daughter Haxtefelia (whoſe malice never ſleepes ) hath ſpies m every corner 

of her fathers houſe, who advertiſe her thereof : whereatſhe infinitely triumpheth and 
rejoyceth. But this joy of hers ſhall bee but as breath on ſteele, or as {moke before the 
winde. 

Grand Pre this meane time Foyles with inveterate rage, and his 1ealouſy carries him 
to ſuch extreames; as he vowes to be revenged, firſt of Betarford, then of his wife, to 
which effe& he pretends buſines to Chaalozxs (as what will malice leave unpretended ?) 
and taking a choice Horſe, a Page and two lackeyes with him, he paſſeth a contrary _ 
way, _ comes firſt to Troy, then to Brie=count Robert a dayes journey from Paris ) 
where being very private in his Inne,he writes a Challenge, and taking aſide his page, 
delivers it him, and commands him, at breake of day to poaſt with all expedition for 
Paris;where being arrived, to goe to the Crown of France in S. Honories ſtreet, and ſe- 
cretly to deliver it to the Baron of Betarford,to take his an{wer,and to returne the ſame 
night. 

The Pagetoobey his Maſters command,ſeemes rather to flie, then poaſt ; he fitly 

findes out the Barron, and very fairely delivers him the Letter, who breaking upthe 
feale, therein findes theſe wordes: , 


GRAND PRE,tO the Baron of BET ANFORD. 


Yo! neede no other witneſſe then- your ſelfe to informe you in how high 4 natnre youhauve 
wronged me, and herein your falſe glory hath made iy true ſhame ſo apparent, as T had ra- 


ther dye ther live to digeſt it * for not to diſſemtble you my malice, as you have done me your 
friendſhip, Tcan ſooner forget all other offences, then pardon this : therefore find it not ſtrange 
that Trequeſt you to meete me, on thurſday morning next, at five or ſixe, either with your ſword, 
or rapier on Horſe-backe, or a foot at Cayency, ba a league from Brie-count Robert, where 
the Bearer hereof ſhall expe you,to condiutF you ſafely ts a faire Medow, where without ſeconds , 
W; 
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will attend you. Tt is impoſſible for me to receive any other ſatisfation ; for to write you the 
truth, nothing but your life, or mine, js capable to decide this difference. | | 
a; | | | | GRAND PRE. 

.Atthe reading hereof, the Baron is ſo farre from the leaſt ſhew or apprehenſion of 
feare, as he is pleaſant and jocound 3 yea, he cauſeth Grand Pre's Page to dine with him, 
and after dinner, takes him afide, and ſpeakes to him thus: Te// thy Maſter, that Twill not 
faile to meete him 01 Horſe-backe without aſecond, at the houre and place appointed. The next 
morne he diſpeeds away a choyſe horſe, which his Lackey leades, and about ten of the 
clock, only with his Chirurgion,and Page,takes Coach, and comes that night to Carexcy 
where he lodgeth. 

The next morning being Thurſday(the day appointed to fight) Grand Pre; preten- 
ding to goe to the Church, ſends away his Page to Carency, to await and attend the 
Baron,and ſoonly with his Chirurgion hies himſelfe to the field; which he firſt entred, 
and immediately ( before he had fully made foure turnes ) in comes Betarford, whom 
Grand Pre's Page had met at Carercy, and now conducted thither, having onely his Chi- 
rurgion with him, and having left his Coach, Page and Lackey a furlong off, with com- 
mand not to ſtirre, till they heard from him. | 

The Chirurgions(in ſtead of two Gentlemen for their Seconds ) diſpoſe themſelves 
according to the order and ceremonies of Duels) to ſearch the Combatants for Coats 
of Male, or the like- but they might have eaſed themſelves of this labour and curioſity; 
for both the Gentlemen were too honourable, to have their valours tainted with this 
baſe poynt of cowardize, or treachery 3 yea, in meere contempt thereof, they both of 
purpoſe had left their Dublets behinde them. And now beginns a Combate,as memo- 
rable as bloudy;yea performed with ſuch valour,dexterity,and reſolution,that as theſe 
times infinitely admire it, ſo ſucceeding ages will very difticultly beleive it. 

They come into the Field with a ſoft trot, and each having his Enemy in front, and 
being neere ſix ſcore paces diſtant, they give ſpurres to their horſes, and part like two 
flaſhes of lightning. At their firſt meeting, Grand Pre runnes Betanford thorow the left 
ſhoulder, and Betarford onely wounds Grand Pre 1n the right cheeke, cloſe under the 
eye 3 and being excellent Horſe men, they turne ſhort, and ſo againe fall to it with 
bravery and courage : in which incounter Betardford receivesa wide wound upon the 
brawne of his right arme, and Grand Pre another thorow his left fide, which undoub- 
tedly had proved mortall, and ſoended the Combate with his life, had not his ſword 
olanced on aribbe, and fo ranne outwards 3 and now they both retire to take breath, 
reſolving to advance with more fury : they part againe, Betarford runnes Grand Pre tho- 
row the necke, and he Befarford thorow the ſmall of the arme, where meeting with 
the linewes and arteries, it cauſeth the ſword to fall out of his hand, whereat he is ex- 
treamely perplexed and amaſed. : 

Here perchance ſome baſe fellow(who had never beenetrained up in the Schoole of 
Honour,and therefore not deſerved the title of a Gentleman ) would have wrought 
upon the misfortune of this accident, and deſired no better advantage to diſpatch his 
Adverſary : ButGrand Pre, whoſe generoſity in thisI commend, as much as I deteſt his 
zealouſie, doth highly diſdaine to ſtaine his honour and courage with this infamy, and 
ſo puts Betarford out of his apprehenſion and feare with theſe words 3 Baron, be coura- 
gious and cheerefull, for I will rather dye, then diſgrace my ſelfe ſo much,to fight with 
anunarmed man, and ſo commands his Chirurgion to deliver him his ſword againe.Be- 
tanfordisthankfull to him for this courteſie, and vowes he will never forget it. | 

Now although their wounds, doe rather ingraine then imbroder their ſhirts with 
bloud yet their youth is ſo vigorous, there courage ſo inflamed, and their hearts fo re- 
ſolute and magnanimous, as they neither can, nor yet will reſt ſatisfied : in a word they 
mannage their horſes bravely, and a&t wonders with their ſwords; for by this time they 


having runne-foure ſeverall Careres : Betaxford hath received ſeven wounds, and given 
| - | Grand 
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Gr.ndpreten : butthe lotle of all this bloud,Cwhich now iflued from their bodies rather 
by ſpowrs then drop+)is not capable to coole their courages:and {0 although with duſt, 
year, bloud and wounds,they rather looke hike Furies then men, yet they will not re- 
fraine fighting» 

And now their Chirurgions grieving and pittying to ſee them, as it were drowned 
:n their bloud, and well knowing that they had performed more then they thought 
polible for men.they both agree,and {0 running with their hats in their hands, humbly 
rray them to defiſt and reſt fati-fyed, by ſhewing them that their ſwords and courages 
had already acted wonders beyond beliefe, and that 1t was pitty that parents, Prince, 
and Country ſhould be deprived of ſuch refolute and valorous Cavaliers, then whom, 
the world(upon ſo unfortunate an accident)hath ſe)Jdome ſeene braver: but they ſpeak 
to the winde, and recerveno other thankes, but thischecke from them both, that they 
are baſe fellowes,. and know not what belongs to their function and duty; and ſora- 
ting and commanding them away, they once more divide themſelves, and with freſh 
reſolution and courage, againe ſets ſpurres to theirhorſes; but this incounter proves 
more happy to Betarford, and more dangerous toGrazd Pre : for as he makes a thruſt to 
Betanford, which mult and paſt under his right arme, without doing any other harme 
chen piercing and cutting thorow his ſhirt, Betauford(withall the courage and dexterity 
he had ) runne Grard Pre thorow the belly into the reynes, with which unfortunate 
wound, as allo with a falſe pace, his horſe then mad, he fell from the ſaddle to the 
ground ſpeechleſte, {prawling/and {trugling, asif hee wereupon the point to take his 
taſt farewell of the world : but he wasnot ſo happy, for he ſhall be cured of his wounds, 
and hereafter dye of a more mournefull and lamentable end. 

Betanford;leemg Grand Pre fall, doubted that his wounds were mortaHM,and ſo alights: 
whereat his Chirurgion with. a loud voyce, cryed out. Diſpatch him, Diſpatch him : but 
he cals him villaine for hislabour, when remembring the former couttefie he had re- 
ceived of Grand Pre, in regiving him his ſword, hee like a true noble Gentlethafni vowes 
now torequite it, and ſo throwing it and his Hat away, he with out-ſpred armes ran to 
imbrace and afliſt him 3 yea, he preferres Grand Pre's life before his owne, and with all 


. poſſible ſpeed commands his Chirurgion to bring and haſt thither his Coach, and to his 


beſt power doth affiſt Grard Pre, in ſetting him up, in ordering and binding up his 
wounds, his Coach being come, he cauſeth him to be layd in ſoftly, and ſo he in one 
Boote,and the two Chirurgions in the other, their Pages and Lackeyes attending them, 
they drive away to the very next country houſe, where they huſh themſelves up pri- 
vately,and here Betanford reſembling himſelfe, conjureth both the Chirurgions touſe 
their beſt art and chieteſt skill upon Grazd Pre, and before hee would have his owne 
wounds looked unto, he cauſeth his to be opened, they doe it, and both concurre in 0- 
pinion, that his laſt wound 1s mortall, he ſees them drefle him, and yowes he will not 
forſake him in this extremity, but will bee more carefull of him then of himſelfe. Re- 
ciprocall and ſingular demonſtrations. of courtelie and honour in theſe two Caye- 
hers, which will make their memories famuus to poſterity. 

Betanford eeing Grand Pre committed to ſleep,caufeth his owne wounds to be ſpee- 
dily ſearched and drefled, which are not found dangerous, and then takesorder in the 
houſe, that Grand Pre be furniſhed with all things neceffary, as Chamber, curious atten- 
dance.,and thelike 3 yea, hee ordereth matters ſo, that all things might bee done with 
great ſecrefie and (ſilence, not permitting any of his owne, or Grand Pre's ſervants to be 
Jeeneforth the houſe, tothe end that the newes of theſe their accidents might not bee 

byruted or vented. | I | 
# About noone, Grand Pre's {peech by little and little comes to him, and likewiſe his 


nſhemory, when Betarford abſenting all from his Chamber, with his Hat in his hand” 


rame to his bed ſide, and having curteouſly ſaluted 'and comforted him, prayes and 
&-onjures him,as he 1s a Gentleman of Honour,to tell him why and whereforc he fought 
ith him. Ah Baron(quoth Grard Pre)firſt ſweare to tne on thine honour, thou wilt de-- 
liver 
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ver methetruth of a queſtion I will demand of thee, and then will ſhew thee. By my 
honourand fidelitie, replies Betarford, and as I hope for heaven, I will. Then Baron 
( quoth hee) diddeſt thou never wrong me and mine honour, in being too familiar 
with my wite Merzzanuda The Baron with many folemne proteſtations and religious 
oathes, cleares both himſclfe and Mermanda, and vowes, that his heart never thought 
it, much lefle his tongue ever attempted it. Whereat Grand Pre very humbly intreats 
him toexcuſe and pardon him, 1th hee under{tood and beleeved the contrary, which 

' was the onely cauſe of his diſcontent and challenge : adding withall, that hee will, 
till death, eſteeme him as his moſt honorable friend, and, as long as he lives,will aftect 
and lore his wite dearer thanever he had before. It isas great a happineſlſe torepaire 
and reforme errours, asa miſery to commit them. | 

The Baron of Betanford ſrayes very ſecretly ten dayes with Grand Preat the Coun- 

trey houſe, when ſecing his wounds hopefully cured and recovered,they reſolve to de- 
part. GrandPre kindly thankes Betanford for his life, and all other courtefies hee hath 
received of him, and heeascourteouſly doth the like to Grand Pre, for giving him his 
{word wherewith he preſerved his owne, and ſo like honorable and intimate friends, 
they take leave each of other. the Baron taking horſe for Paris, and freely lending 
Grand Pre his Coach to rcturne to Auxone. Thus wee ſee courtelie alwaies returneth 
with intereſt. 

Grand Preat his comming home, kifleth & fawneth on his wife Mermarda, acquaints 
her with the occaſion and event of the combat,condemneth his owne folly,and extol+ 
leth her chaſtitic. prayes her to forgive him againe, this once for all, and vowes, that 
there lives not a braver Noble man in the world then the Baron of Betarford : and to 
ſpeake truth,ſhedeſerves this ſubmiſſion and reconciliation, and he that prayſe. 

At the knowledg hereof, I know not whetherMermanda(like a gracious and courteous 
wife) doe more grieve at her husbands wounds,then rejoyce at his recovery and life : 
and now he repenting and deteſting his former errour, renewes his love, affeCtion,and 
friendſhip to her, the which hee confirmeth and uniteth with a perpetuall and inditlo- 
luble Gordion knot - neverth-lelle the variety of her afflictions, and the excefle of her 
griefe and diſcontent, breeds her much weakenefle and fickeneſſe, which withereth the 
Roſes and Lilliesof her beauty. 

But come wee from Mermanda's heavenly vertues to Hautefelia's devilliſh Vices, 
which cannot be paralleld or compared, except by Antitheſrs : tor as Mermandarepo- 
ſeth her ſelfe under the ſhadow of her owne innocencie, and lives in perfec: love and 
charity with the whole world, ſo her wretched Siſter in law Hartefelia, ſeeing her 
hopes and purpoſes prevented, will not ſI:epe in her malice, but ſets her wits and re- 
venge upon the Tenter-hookes, to finde out another expedient, to be rid of Mcerman a, 
who (in her wicked conceit) ſhee thought was enemy to her content, and aneye-ſore 
to her ambition and greateneſ]e, | 

We no ſooner fly from God,but the divel followes us; $ it proves alwaiesa miſera- 
ble folly to be wiſe in wickednefle and fin-Haxtefelia is reſolute in her rage,and cannot 
or rather will not ſee heaven for hel;ſthe bethinks her ſelte of another invention to ſend 
Mermanda into another world, and ſo ſtrikes a bargaine with La Freſaay an Apothe- 
cary for two hundred crowns to poyſon her, who like a limbe ofthe devil doth under- 
take and promiſe it,the which(Ah griefe to think thereon)he in lefle then two months 
periormeth,and ſo this vertuous and harmles young Gentlewoman is moſt unnatural! 

and treacherouſlybereaved of her life,and brought to a mournfull and lJamentable ms 
Which inhumane murther, we ſhall ſee, Go1 in his due time will miraculouſly deteC 
and ſeverely revenge and puniſh. 

Her Hus' and Grand Pre exceedingly bewailes her death,as alſoall her parents ani 
friendsz yea, fo infinite were her Vertues, and ſ@ ſweet her behaviour and carriage, 
a5 all that knew Mermanda lamented her deceale; yet no way ſuſpeCting or knowing 
the violent aud extraordinary cauſethercof. A 
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Now, whiles others mourne, Harteftlia exceedingly triumphs and retoyces hereat: 
but this bloudy victory ſhall coſt her deare. In the meane time, Mermanda's [A le death 
can neither quench her revenge, nor ſatisfy her Ambition 3 for as ſhee liked not the 
Siſter,ſo ſhe(as before we have partly underſtood)never loved the Brother, her owne 
husband de Malleray;whem ſhe hath obſerved, very bitterly wept & greivedat his fiſter 
Mermanda.s death 3 ſhe therefore, reſolute to bo ſinne to ſinne, reſolves to caſt the 
apple of diſcord betwixt Grand Pre her brother, and de Malleray her husband, knowing 
that if the firſt were ſlaine,ſhee were ſole heire to her father, if the ſecond, ſhee woul 
have a noble Husband 3 a policie, whoſe inventions as diabolicall, as the execution 
thereof dungerous. 

To which effect ſhe informes her husband, that her Brother Grard Pre had killed his 
Wife Mermanda with his Jealouſy, that he held herto bee the Baron of Beteeford's 
ſtrumpet, with whom for the ſame cauſe he had fought at Brie-connt Robert,and which 
was more, it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected he had poyſoned her, the which ſhe once thought 
for ever to have concealed, but that ſhe knew her husband was, ana ought to be neerer 
to her then her brother. Good God, how far will the malice of this wretched woman 
extend,or to what a monſtrous height will it grow ? 

De Malleray greived to the heart for this heart-killing newes becauſe hee ever loved 
his Siſter asdearly as his owne lite, without conſidering and weighing whether his 
wifes words were droſle or gold, believes her:and {o reſolves very ſecretly to acquaint 
the Preſident his father herewith, thereby thinking and preſuming that hee would by 
order of Law call Grand Pre in queſtion forthe fat. | 

But old Creſſoxxille (having as well his head in eyes, as hiseyes in his head : Yſee- 
ing that this ſuſpition and accuſation had no firme grounds, that it was an intricate bu» 
finefle to finde out, that it would breed a ſcandall to his family, and eſpecially tohis 
deceaſed daughters reputation, ſith it is the nature of calumnie to ayme at the moſt 
vertuous perſons, as Cartharides doe at the faireſt flowers; that it would take upthe 
duſt of her tombe, and withall breed him an infinite number of potent and powerfull 
enemies: Therefore grounding his judgment upon theſe reaſons, and his reſolutions 
upon this his judgment, he holds it beſt to ſmether it in ſilence, and ſo to brooke his 
daughters death as patiently as he may. | 

De Ma leray ſeeing his father ſo cold in this buſineſſe, began to bee all in fire him- 
ſelfe,vowing that he would maintaine the honour, and revenge the death of his cne= 
ly Siſter Mermandas and hi: wife Haxtefelia, with her impetuous and implacable ma= 
lice, blowes the coales, and ſets an edge to this his reſolution : when that very inſtance 
underſtanding his brother Grand Pre was that Evening arrived at Dijon, he(conſulting . 
with Nature, but not with Grace) by a Gentleman of his familiar acquaintance, ſends 


tim this Challenge. 


DE MALLERAY tO GRAND PRE. 


[ Should degenerate both from my honour and bloud,if T were not ſenſible of thoſe wrongs &&+ diſ* 
graces you have offered your Wife and my Siſter 3, they are ofthat nature. that I know not 
ther her innocency deſerve more pitty,or your jealouſte contempt andrevenge: her death andyonr 
conſcience make me as juſtly challenge you, as you have uvjuſs ly done the Baron of Betanford : 
| Therefore to morrow at five of the clocke after dinner, at the foot of Talon-fort, i the meadow 
| rankedwithWalnnt trees,bring either a ſingle Rapier,or Rapier &-Ponyard, and I will meet you 
bythout Seconds , the equity of my cauſe, and the a of your :, make me confident in this 
pe, that as you loſt your bloud neere Brie-count Robert, youſhall now leave your life in the 
weht of Diion 3 Indge how earneſtly 1 deſire to trie the temper of your heart and ſword) ſuth al- 


eady I not onely connt honres,by minutes. 
j D&g MALLERAY. 


Grand 
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Grand Pre, though newly recovered of his late wounds accepts this Challenge, but 
not without extreame wonder to ſee De Malleray fo paſltonate and reſolute 3 he makes 
choice of ſingle Rapier, and ſothey meet, where, without any other ceremony they 
throw offtheir dublets, and gave-them to their Chirurgions, - whom they command 
to ſtay without the next hedge, and not ſtirre from thence, till the death of the one 
proclaime the other victor. 

The Sunne that great and glorious lampe of heaven) ſwiftly poaſts away from our 
Horizon to the Atipodes, of purpoſe not to ſee, or bee acceſlary to this bloody Tra- 

edie. when our Champions unſheath their (words, and diſpoſe themſelves to fight 
th with judgment and reſolution; De Malleray comes up fairely, proffers the Feſt 
thruſt, and gives Grazd Prea wound in his left thigh, and in exchange receives ano- 
ther from him in the necke, which he aymed fully atthe breſt, but that hee bore itup 
with his Rapier. Grand Pre at firſt gives backe, but ſeeing de Malleray inſult and preſle 
on him, he reſolutely advanceth,and runnes him through the {ide : but rhe wound was 
ſo favourable.as though it cauſed much bloud, yet it brought no danger. They make 
a ſtand and take breath, and ſo they very reſolutely to it againe © de Malleray having hi- 
therto the worſt, doth now reſolve to manage his Calan with leſle violence and more 
judgment 3 when Graxd Pre driving home to him, hee wardes bravely, and taking 
time at advantage, thruſts him inthe left ſhoulder with a wids and deepe wound, 
but himſelfe is hurt in the left arme with a wound, which ranne from his wreſt to 
his elbow. 

By this time their ſhirts are deepely beſprinkled and gcred with their bloud : but 
this will not appeaſe their courages, they will try againe 3 for they never thinke enough 
aclong as they can ſrand, and this encounter proves as forrunate for Grazd Pre, as fatall 
for De Malleray: for he receives a deepe wound under his 1-fr pap, which carries his life 
and ſoule from this world to another 3 ſo as without ſpeaking one word, he falls dead 
to the ground. 

Grand Pre (eeing De Malleray dead.gives thanksto God for his victory,and ſo mounts 
on horſe-backe.,and with his Chirurgion poaſts towards Dole, a Parliament City of the 
free County, belonging now tothe Arch-Duke Alberixs, leaving De-Malleray's Chirur- 
g10n,not tocure, but to bury his Maſter, orat leaſt to convey his dead body ta Dior, 
for Preſident Creſſsrville his father to performe that office. | 

Who 1s no ſooner advertiſed of his ſonnes death, but with teares he gives the Parli- 
ament to underſtand thereof, and craves juſtice for the Murther. The Parliament de- 
crees a powerto apprehend Grard Pre; but hee is not deſirous to loſe his head ona Scaf- 
fold : for by this time he hath recovered Dole,where having ſtayed ſome three moneths 
his parentsand friends( by the favour of that generous and true noble Gallant, Moun- 


fienr le Grand, his Majeſties Lievetenant of the Province of Burgandy) procured and ſent 


him his pardon. 

Butinthis meane time come we to his ſiſter Haxtef: lia (the diſgrace of her ſexe, and 
and the fire-brand of Hell) who no ſooner underſtood the death of her husband, and 
the flight of her brother, ſhee having hardly the patience to ſee him laid in his grave, 
and reſolving rather to breake her necke with malice, then her heart with ſorrow, be- 
ing ſure of her Dowry, packesup her Iewels, Plate, and chiefeſt Baggage,and ſo leaves 
Dion, and goes home to her father neere Auxoxze, where during the age of her father 
and mother, and the abſence of her brother, ſhe moſt imperiouſly ſwayes and com- 
mandsall. 

*Butthis her authority laſteth not long : for now home comes Grand Pre from Dole, 
at whoſe returne ſhe findes matters altered,and her greatneſle and power diminiſhed, 


and to hergriefe ſees that ſhe cannot ſo abſolutely domineere as before ; and which 


was farre worle, her brotherin his abſence at Dole, having ſme!t and underſtood her 

malice and inveterate hatred,both to Mermanda,the Baron of Betanford, De Malleray her 

husband.and likewiſe to himſelfe(though nothing ſuſpeQing or dreaming of her poy-- 
{oning 
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ſoning humour ) he is ſo farre from acknowledging or reſpecting her for his ſiſter, as 
he will neitherindure her _—_— or {ightz which ſhe making no ſhew to perceive, 
butlikea Fury of hell, as ſhe1s,diſſembling her malice and revenge;ſhe is ſtill conſtant, 
and preſerves 1n her humour of bloud and murther,and hath againe recourſe to her ex- 
ecrable Apothecary La Freſ7ay,and to the devill her Doctor likewile,to make away her 
brother Grad Pre with poyſon, as he had already Mermanda his Wife, and gives him 
three hundred crownes to effect it. This damnable Apothecary, loving money well, 
and(as1t ſeemes) the Devill better, doth ingage himſelfe ſpeedily to performe it, and 
wretched villaine as he is, within two moneths he accompliſheth and finiſheth it : and 
ſo as Mermanda ranne equall fortune with him in life,he doth the like with her in death: 
for one deadly Drug, one bloudy Siſter, and one devilliſh Apothecary givesa miſera- 
ble and lamentable end to them both. 

And now his bloud thirſty ſiſter Haxtefelia( the author of theſe cruel Murthers and 
Tragadics)thinking herſclfe freed of all her enemies,and of all thoſe who ſtood in the 
way of her advancement and preferrement, ſhe {neither thinking either of her conſci- 
ence or ſoule, ofheaven or hell)dominzeres farre more then before yea, buildscaſtles 
in the aire, and flatters herſelfe with this falſe ambition, that ſhe now muſt be a Dut- 
cheſle, or at leaſt a Counteſle : But ſhe reckons without God. 

We have ſcene, nay we have here glutted our eyes with ſeverall Murthers,. whereof 
we have beheld+this wretched Gentlewoman Haytefelia to bee the horrible and cruell 
author, and this execrable La Freſxay to be the bloudy aCtor : theſe crimes of theirs,and 
the ſmoke of theſe their impious and difpleaſing ſacrifices, have pierced the clouds, 
and aſcended the preſence of God, to ſue and draw downe vengeance and confuſion 
on their heads : foralthough Murther be for a time concealed, yet the finger of God 
will indue time dete&t and diſcoverit forhe will make inquilition for bloud,and will 
ſeverely and ſharpely revenge the death of his children. ' 

But Gods providence and juſtice in the diſcovery thereof, is as different as miracu- 
lous: for ſometimes hee protracts and deferres it of purpole,eitherto mollifie or to har- 
den our hearts,as ſeems beſt to his nſcrutable wil,and divine pleaſure;or as may chief- 
ly ſerve and tend to his glory : yea, fomtimes he makes the Murtherer himſclfe as well 
an inſtrument to diſcover.as he hath beene an actor to commit murther: yea,and many 
times he puniſheth cne ſfinne by and in another, and when the Murtherer fits moſt ſe- 
cure,and thinkes leaſt of it, then he heapes coales of fire on his head,and ſuddenly cuts 
him off with the revenging ſword of his fierce wrath and indignation. | 

And now that great and ſoveraigne Judge of the world, who rides onthe Winds in. 
triumph, and hath Heaven forhis Throne, and Earth for his foot ſtoole, will no longer 
permit Hautefelia and La Freſnay to goe unpuniſhed for theſe their execrable Murthers: 
for the innocent and dead bodies of Mermazdaand her husband Grand Pre out of their 
Graves cry to hum for revenge, which,like an impetuous ſtorme,ora terrible Thunder- 
clap,doth in this manuer ſuddenly befall and overtake them. 

Sotne {1xe weekes afrer Grand Pre's funerals were (olemnized, whereat his ſiſter Hau- 
tefelia(the better to cloake her villany ) wept bitterly, and was obſerved to be the chie- 
feſt Mourner , this helliſh Apothecary La Freſzay, hauing gotten hismony ſo eaſily, 
thorght to ſpend it as prodigally;and fo on a time,being in his cups at a Taverne at Dz- 
70n,and his braines ſwelling and ſwimming with ſtrong Wine ( as Drunkenneſle isthe 
Bawd and Vſher to other ſinneshe ſtealing from the reſt of his company,committeda 
Rape upon one Margaret Pivot, a girle oftwelve yeares old, being the Vintners daugh- 
ter of the Taverne wherein he fate tippling. | 

This young girle, with millions of teares throwes herſelfe tothe fect of her Parents, 
and accuſeth La Freſway for the fact, who doe the like to thoſe famous Senators of the 
Court of Parliament : ſo he is apprehended; and being examined, with many vehement 
and bitter a{leverations denyeth it : he is adjudged to the Racke,and at the ſecond tor- 
ment confeflcth it, and ſo is condemned to be hanged. 

Two 
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TwoCatuchin Fryers prepare him for his end - they exhert him r.ct to charge ard 
'burthen his ſoule with concealing any other crimes, adding, that if he reveale and re- 
pent them in earth, God will remitthem in heaven : theſe exhortaticns of theirs pro- 
duce good effteCE's3 for though he have formerly lived like a devill, he will now dye 
like a Chriſtian: and ſo with many teares revealeth, that at the inſtigation of Haxtefelia, 
ard for the lucre of five hundred crownes(which at two ſ{everall times ſhe gave him)he 
had poyſcned Mermanda and her husband Grard Pre. 

All the world is amazed, and the Parliament acquainted herewith, they alter their 
firſt Sentence, and fo for his triple villanies condemne La Freſagy to be broken alive up- 
on the W heele, and there to languiſh and dye without being ſtrangled;which in Dion 
1s accordingly executed to the full ſatisfaCtion of Iuſtice. 

A Provoſt likewiſe is forthwith diſpatched from D3ioz to Grandmonts houſe toap- 
prehend his daughter Haxtefelia, and God would have it that ſhee was ignorant of L; 
A wn apprehenſionand more,of his death. The Provoſt findes her dancing im her 
fathers garden,in company of many Gentlemen 'and Ladies : he ſets hands on her, and 
ſo exchangeth her mirth into mourning, and her ſongs into teares : ſhe is brought to 
Diicn,and examined by a Preſident, and two Counſellors of the Parliament.She impu- 
dently and boldly denies both Murders; faith Za Freſzay is her mortall and profeſled e- 
nemy, and therefore not to be believed. But the devill, who hath ſo long bewitched 
and deluded her, either will not, or rather now cannot ſave her with this poore eyali- 
on:ſhe 1s adiudged to the Racke., and at the firſt torment confeſleth it. 

The Criminal! Iudges of this great and illuſtrious Parliament,in deteſtation of theſe 
her execrable and bloudy crimes of Murther, pronounce ſentence on her : ſo, after ſhe 
had repented her ſinnes, and prepared her ſelfe to dye, her papsare ſeared, and torne 
_— red hot Pincers, then ſhe is hanged, her body burnt,and her aſhes throwne in- 
eo tne aire- 

Now to gather ſome profit by reading this Hiſtory,or indeed, rather by the memo=- 
ry ofthe Hiſtory it ſclfe,let us of ſerve, nzy let us imprint incur hearts and foules how 
buſie the Devill was by ambiticn,covetouſneſſe,malice and revenge.to ſeduce and per- 
{wade Hautefeliaand La Freſnay to commit theſe Murthers 3 and a)io how wſt God was 
inthe deteCtion and puriſt. ment thereof, that the feare of the cne way terrific us from 
imbracing and attempting the other : to the end, that asthey lived in ſ.nne, ard dyed 
in ſhame ſo we may live 10 righteouſneſle,and dye in peace,thereby to live in eternall 


fehcity and glory. 


GODS 


REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Cryingand Execrable finne of Murther. 


HrisToRTE Il. 


Piſani Letrayetb Gaſparino of his Miſtreſſe Chriſteneta. Gaſparino challeageth Piſani for 
this diſgrace, and kils him in the field « he after continneth his ſuite to Ch riſceneta - ſhe ciiſe 
ſembles her malice for Piſani his death : ſhe appoints Gaſparino to meet her in aGarden a4 
there canſeth Bianco and Prindoli to wmrther bins © 1 hey are all three taken an execnted 


for the ſame. 


Here affection hath reaſon for guide, and Vertue for objec, itis ap- 
proved of Earth, and applauded of Heaven:but where itexceeds 
© the bounds of Charity, and the liſts of Religion, Men pitty it, An- 
PR gelslament 1t,and God himſelfe contemnes it : for if wee are croſ- 
2g ſed inourlove, why ſhould diſcontent make us deſperate ? or to 
FAY = *\ whatend ſhould we flie Reaſon to follow Rage, except wee defire 

- RIVER NY toride poalt to Hell, and toend our dayes on 'a ſhametull and infa- 
mous Scaffold here on earth ? It is an excellent fehicity to grow from Vertue to Ver- 
tue, and a fatall miſery to runne trom Vice to Vice : Love and Charity are alwayesthe 
true markes of a Chriſtian,and Malice and Revenge, thoſe of an Infidell, or rather of 
a Devill: but to imbrue our hands in innocent bloud, and to ſeeke the death of o- 
thers, 1s todeprive our ſelves of our owne life, as the ſequell of this Hiſtory will de- 
elare, which 1 relate with pitty and compaſhon,fith I ſee the Stage whereon theſe Tra- 
gediesare ated and repreſented, not onely ſprinkled, but goared with great variety 
and effuſion of bloud. 

In Pavia(the ſecond City ofthe Dutchy of Mi/an)the very lalt yeare that Court Fucn- 
tes(under the King of Spaine) was Viceroy of that State, Signior Thonrſo Vitari, a noble 
Gentleman of that City, had one onely child, a daughter of the age of fifreene yeares, 
named DoxaChriſteneta, who was exceeding faire and beautifull, and indued with ma- 
ny excellent qualities and perfections,requilite in a Gentlewoman of her ranke:the was 
ſoughtin marriage by many Gallants of the City: but a Cavalier of Cremona mult Heare 
her away,or atleaſt her affection : The Hiſtory is thus. 

Signieur Emanuel Gaſperino, a noble young Gentleman of Cremona, hearing of Vitmri 
his wealth, and of his daughter Chriſteneta's Beauty and Vertues (the Adamants and 
Load-ſtones to draw mens affections)reſolveth with himſelfe to ſeeke her for his wite: 
he acquaints none herewith, but an intimate deare friend of his, a young Gentleman of 
the ſame City, named Signior Ludovicus Piſani, by deſcent a Venetian, whom he prayes 
toaffiſt and accompany him to Pazza, in ſeeking and courting the faire Chriſteneta his 
Miſtreſle. Piſani rearmes himſclfe much honoured and obliged to Gaſparino, and very 
willingly grants his requeſt ; and fo they prepare for their journey. 

| C 2 | They 
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They come to Pavia : Vituri bides Gaſparino welcome, and entertaines him reſpect- 
fully and courteouſly, as alſo Piſar; 3 he thankes Gaſparino for the honour he doth him 
in ſeeking his daughter, and like a carefull father takes time to conſult hereon : but for 
Chriſtexeta, ſhe lookes not ſo pleaſing nor pleaſantly on him as he expefethzhe is deep- 
ly in love both with her beauty and other perfeCtions, but he findes her cold in her dif- 
courſe and anſwers, and very malancholy and penſive : he courts her often (and af- 
ter the 7talian faſhion, with variety of Mulicke, Ditties, andayres ) but ſtill he findes 


-her averſe, and contrary to his deſires, as if her thoughts were otherwiſe fixed. Gaſpari- 


#0 knowes not how to winne her aftection, nor how to beare himſelfe herein 3 he con- 
ſults with Piſari,and prayes him to conferre with Chriſteneta,and to ſound her affeCtion: 
Burt it proves often dangerons, ſtill indiſcretion.,to truſt a freind in this caſe. 

Piſani promiſeth to performe the office of a friend, and to con:erre efteCtually with 
Chriſteneta 3 he ſeckes opportunity and place, and finds both; he ſets out to her Gaſpa- 
rino's merits, and paints foorth his praiſes, and in aword, leaves nothing untouched, 
which hee thinkes may any way advance his friends content and affetion : but hee 
findes Chriſfteneta's minde perplexed and troubled 3 for ſhee often changeth colours, 
now red, then pale, and then pale, now red againe : yet hee obſerves that her eyes are 
{till ſtedfaſtly tixed on him : hee prayes her that ſhe will returne a pleaſing anſwer for 
him to carry to his friend, and her lover Gaſparino. 

Chrifteneta would willingly ſpeake, but cannot, for her heart and paps beat and paint, 
and her fighes very confuſedly interrupt her words ; but at laſt, dying her Lilly 
checkes with a Vermillian bluſh, ſhee tells him that ſhe 1s not ignorant of Gaſparino's 
merits, who deſerves farre her better, but that ſhee cannot conſent to love h1m.in re- 
ſpect ſhee hath fixed, but not ingaged her affection on another. 7jjanz ſtill extolleth his 
friend Gaſparins to the skic, _ Be a'l honorable parts preferres him before any Gen- 
tleman of Loxrbardyz and withall, with much induſtry and infinuation, endeavours ta 
requeſt and draw Chriſteneta to name him her ſervant, which ſhe unce thought to have 
done, had not Modelty (the ſweeteſt and mo{t precious ornament of a Virgin) for 
that time with-held her, when aftertwo or three deepe {ighes(the outward Heraldes of 
her inward paſljons) ſhe told him thus. 

Piſani, itis adeareand neare friend of yours who is the firſt that T havz,and the laſt 
that I will aftet 3 but I will not at preſent name him, onely if you pleaſe tomect me 
ſecretly to morroxy, at eight of the clocke in the morne., in the Nunnes gar:len at Saint 
Clare, I will there informe you who it is : but in the meane time, and ever, forbeare to 
ſollicite me any more for Gaſparino,fith he ſhall not be my ſervant, nor will I be his Mi- 
ſtreſle: and lo for that time they part, and he confidently promiſeth to meet her. _ 

Gaſparino demands Piſani huw hee findes his Miſtrefſe Chriſteneta: Hee anſweres 
faithfully according as ſhe told him ; but conceales their appoynted meeting in 
the Nunnes garden - and now becauſe hee ſceth it labour loſt to reſcarch Chriſterera, 
hee will notbee obſtinate in his ſuit, but will give a law to his paſſions and affeCtions, 
rather then they ſhall preſcribe any to him, and ſoreſolves to take leave of her, becauſe 
as well by her Life, as by her father and mother, and now cheifely by 7;/ari, hee ſees 
ſhee is otherwiſe bent and affected, tro which end heleaves Pavia, and returnes to Cre- 
210na..cave we therefore Gaſparinoto his thoughts,and come we to thoſe of Pſa; and 
Ehriſtcneta, to ſee,what their garden conference will bring forth. 

P:ſani cannot immagine what friend of his it ſhould be that Chriſtezetaloveth, but ſhe 
knowes enough for them both 5 and itmay be, too much for her ſelte : ſhe knowes1t 
at leaſt an immodeſt,if not abold part for her to court Piſarz, who ought rather to court 
her : but ſhee thinkesit both wildome and duty to give way to that which ſhe cannot 
avoyd and prevent,and ſo preferres the zeale of heraffeCtion before the reſpect of her 


modeſty , but that which makes herſo reſolute in the execution of this her amorous 
attempt is, to ſee that m—_ hath found __ to ſolicite for him to her, and ſhee 
can finde none but her ſelte to ſolicite for her ſelfe to Pjſax; : therefore bold in this her 
reſ0- 
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reſolution,ſhe beares ſo deepe and ſodeare an affeCtion to Piſani, that ſhe thinkes every 
moment an houre, and every houre an age, before ſhe ſee Par, that one perſon of the 
World, whom ſhe loves more deare thenall the world. Thas wiſhing nightday, her 
houſe the Nunnery, and her chainber the garden : ſhee with muchimpati-nt patiency 
awayts the houre ofeight, which ſhe knowes will bring her her joy or her torment, her 
felicity or her miſery,herlife or her death. |: 
The clock ſtrikeseight: Chriſtenetatakes her Prayer-booke,and her Wayting-maid, 
and ſo trips away to the Nunneryzbut ſhe doth now diſpenſe with her devotion,to give 
content to her eyes, orrather to her heart, in ſeeing and injoying the ee On 
of Piſani, whom ſhe eſteemes the life of her content, and the content of her life, and ſo 
forſakes the Church, to goe to the Garden : Piſani, who never failed of his houre and 
promiſe to men,doth now diſdain? to miſle thereoftoa Lady:for Chriſteneta hath ſcarce 
made three paces in the walkes of the Garden, but ere the fourth be ftniſhed,ſhe ſees Pz- 
ani enter, ſhe bluſhes at his ſight, and he growes pale at her bluthesz he findes her in a 
bower of Sycamors,Cypreſles,and Vines,decked within with Roſes,Lillyes, and Gilly- 
flowers, hee gives her the goo&-morrow and the ſalute, the which, with a modeſt and 
ſweet courteſie,ſhe receives and returns;he tels herhe is come to perform? his promiſe, 
and if it pleaſe her, to receive hers : the would faire anſwer him, but her cheekes give 
bluſhes, where her tongue ſhould words; but at laſt, darting a ſweet looke on him 
(which was the Embaſſadour and Herald of her heart) ſhe diſcoverct!: her (eclfe to him 
thus. | 

The perſon (Piſani) on whom [ have fixed and ſetled my affetion,doth exceedingly 

reſemb'e you, is of your owne bloud, and of your neareſt and deareſt acquaintance.Pz- 
ſani preſſeth her toknow his nam=-; when after many glances, ſighes, and bluſhes, ſhee 
tels him, his name is Pi/azz, and himſelfe the man, prayeshim to pardon her boldneſle, 
and togivean honourable interpretation and conſtruction to her affection, addin 
withall, that when ſhe iirſt ſaw him, ſhe loved him and now prayes him to be ho 
that Chriſteneta may be a ſolicitor for herſelfe to Piſar7, and not Pia; ro Chriſtenera for 
Gaſparino yea, ſhe confirmes her words with wapy lighes, and againe her tighs with 
many teares, which trickle downe her beautifull cheekes, ike pearled drops of deaw 
upon bluſhing damaske Roſes. | 

Piſani wonders at this unzxpecGted newes, and knowesnot how to beare himſelfe tn 

a bulineſle of this naturehe ſees that her beauty deſerves love,and her deſcent and ver=- 
tues reſpect: but withall,he is not ſodiſhonourable to betray his friend 3 he wonders at 
her aftcCtion.and is not ignorant that ſhe deſerves a more noble husband rhen himſelfe, 
but ſeeing herlanguiſh for an anſwer;he returns her this: Althow2þ Tacknowle doe ſelfe 
infinitely boun'{ to you for that affeFion of yours,wherewithyou pleaſe to honor me,yct as honour 
is to be 26, "ot bejore affed ion, ſo Chrilteneta muſt excuſe Pilani, ſth h2 cannot be @ ſervant 
to her, but he nnſt be a traytor ts Gaſparino 3 and that rejpe@ excepted, in requitall of your fa= 
our, Iwill eſteeme my ſclfe happy if may loſe my life for your ſervice. 

Yet he1snot ſounkinde, tut gives her a kifle or twoat farewell, which as much de- 
_ Chriſteneta,ashisrefuſal} doth afflift her : ſothey part. The reſt, time muſt bring 
forth. 

Now although Gaſparino have left Pavia,yet he cannot forſake his afte&Fion to Chriſte- 
neta,but cheriſheth her memory, and in heart adoreth her Idza; yea he loves her deep- 
ly and dea rely,and indeed her perfeftionsand beauty deſerve love : but ſuch is Chrifte- 
neta's afteCtion to Pijani,as ſhe can take no truce of her thoughts: but deſpight of diſcre- 
tiog and modeſty { which perſ{wade and counſell her to the contrary ) ſhe within tenae 
dayesafter purpoſely ſends a confident Meſlenger to him, to Crewona with this Letter : 
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CHRISTINETA to PISANI. 


Þ2n4: it not ſtrange, that T ſecond my laſt ſpeeth with this my firſt Letter, and thinke, that 
were not my affe& ion intire and conſtant, I ſhould not thus attempt to reveale it to you in 
if lines, which bluſh not, as my cheekes doe, when Iwrite them. T ſhould effer too palpable violence 
4\ ip and injury tothe truth, if Ttell you not that it is impoſſuble for Chriſteneta #0 love any but Pi- 
| ſani,whom T no ſooner ſaw, but deeply admired and dearely affeFed. Now ſith my zeale to youis 
beennne in vertue, and ſhall be continued in honour, it makes me flatter my ſelfe with hope, that 
you will not enforce me to deſpaire © for if I am not ſo happy to be yours, I muſt be ſo unfortunate 
never tobe mine owne- Tudge what your abſence is to me, ſith your preſence is my chefeſt feli- 
city: which makes me both deſire and wiſh,that you were either in Pavia or Ii Cremona. 7 car 
prefixe and give bounds to my Letter, though not to my affeTion. Hate not her who loves you 
dearely, otherwiſe,whatſoever you thinke,T know.,your unkinidneſſe to me will be meere cruelty. 


CHRISTINETA. 


Piſani receiveth this Letter : he wonders at her affeftion, and now conſults betwixt 
Chriſtineta's love to him, and his reſpe& to Gaſparino : he at firſt holds it civility not to 
anſwer her Letter, and yet 1s very unwilling, in doing her right to wrong his friend : 
but at laſt peruſing her Letter, againe he findes it ſokinde, as he deemes it not only in- 
gratitude, but a degree of inhumanity for him not to returne her ananſwer: and ther- 
fore taking Pen and Paper, he writes to her thus. 


PISANI to CHRISTINETA-. 


quite it and were it not for that con{i.teration, which nmſt tend as well to mine owne ho- 

20ur, as to your content, Twould not ſticke to ſay, that Piſani loves Chriſtineta, becauſe ſhe de- 
ſerves to be beloved: onely give we leave to informe you, that as you are too farre to be reſuſed, ſo 
T ant too honeſt to betray my friend, eſpecially ſuch a one who is as con*dent of my fidelity,as I af 
ſured of his. Could time reconcile theſe difficulties with my reputation, my heart w ul {inſtant 'y 
command my penne to ſignifie you, that Tdeſrre to give you hope, and take away your deſpaire 3 
and withall,that Pavia, 7s more pleaſing to me then Cremona, ſeth Chriſteneta lives init, and 
Piiani 77 her. Twas never heretofore cruell to any, neither doe T reſolve to be unkind to you-:for 
how can Lſfith Tas truely vow to honour you, as you profeſſe tolove me? live youin this aſſurance, 
and Twill dye in the jame. | 


YE diſcover me as much affeFion as Tſhould treachery to my friend, either to accept or re- 


PI$SANI. 


"Time with a ſwift foot vaniſheth and paſſeth away 3 but Chriſtenera's affeion to P3- 
ſani cannot : ſhe in his Letter perceives a glimmering light of hope breake forth thorow 
the obſcurecloudsof her deſpaire; but feare doth as ſoone eclipſe and ſtrange, as pro- 
pagate and produce it 3 onely, deſpight all apprehenſion and oppoſition, her thoughts 
doe {till gaze and look on Piſanz,as the Needle of the compaſle doth to the North fo as 
ſhecan reſt inno true tranquillity of mind, before ſhe writes tothim againe;the which, 
fome fifteene dayes after,ſhe doth to this effect. 


CHRISTENETA to PISAXNT. 


May paſſe the bounds of diſcretion, bat will not exceed thoſe of honour. T have ever learn'd to 


muſt breath the aire of your love,as well as this of my life;ſith it is the prime and ſole 8auſe thereof, 
as the Sunne is of the light. Tour Letter I finde ſo full of dowbts and ambiguities, as I know not 
wherefore 


retaine this Maxime, that affeFion which receives end had never beginning-If then Tlive, I | 
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wherefore to hope, or why not to deſpaire : could you dive as deepely into my heart, as T have into. 

your merits,if nature doe not, pitty would informe you, that you ought to preferre the love of a 
Lady before the reſpe& of a Gentleman, eſpecially ſith he may carry his heart from you, and Ide= 
frreto bring and preſent mine to you © and how can your abſence either rejoyce or comfort mee, 
ſth your _ will not*Thinke what you pleaſe, either of me, or of your ſelfe 3 onely give me. 
leave to tell you, that T finde doubt a ſtep, and degree to deſpaire,as deſpaire is to death + Iwrite 
rather with teares then Inke. If you will not live my Saint, I mmſt dye your Martyr. 


CHRISTENET A. 


Atthe receipt of this ſecond Letter (which was ſo ſweetly pleaſing, and pleaſingly 
{ſweet to histhoughts)he found the Bulwarkes and defences of his reſpect to Gaſparino 
razed and beaten downe, and a faire breach made and layd open for Chriſtenetato en- 
ter and take poſſeſſion of the Caſtle of his heart z ſo now ar one inſtant he performes 
two ſeverall attempts:for the farther he flies from his friend Gaſparino,the nearerhe ap= 


this be your true conſolation,ſith it is my ſole delight and chiefeſt feticity. 


proacheth to his Miſtrefle Chriſtereta ; and therefore now wholly imparadifing his 
thoughts in the garden of her pure beauty, and taking the chiefeſt light of hiscontent 
and felicity from the relucent luſtre ofher eyes, heethinkes it high time, nolonger to 
beare out his Flag of defiance, but to ſtrike {aile, and doe homage tothe ſoveraigne of 
his thoughts, the which he doth in this Letter, that he purpoſely ſends her inanſwer of 
hers by his Page. 


PISANI to CHRISTENETA. 


Our vertue and beanty is enough powerfull to prevaile with me © but your affeFion, which 

addes grace to either,and either to it makes me forget myreſped to Gaſparino, toremen- 
ber my love to Chrilteneta - bat that which gives life to this my reſolution;is, that it is impoſſe- 
ble for him to hate me as much asyou love me 5 and in this hope Thoth rejoyce and triumph, that 
you ſhall not be my Martyr, but my Miſtris,and I will be bothyour Saint and your ſervant : for as 
you deſire t0 live in my favour, ſo my chiefeſt ambition and zeale is to dye in your F ng « that 
which heaven makes me affirme,carth ſhall not cnjorce me caeny. Twill ſhortly folow,and ſecond 
this my Letter 5 till when, you can never ſo much lament my a: ſence, as T deſire your preſence. Les 


PISANT. 


If 7;ſanihis firſt Letter overthrew Chriſteneta's deſpaire, this his ſecond revives and, 
confirmes her hopes ſo that whereas heretofore ſhee condemned her preſumption 1n 
writing to P7ſani{he now notonely applauds her reſolution therein, but alſo bleſleth the 
houre that ſhe attempted it 3 yea,ſthe buildeth ſuch caſtles o. delight and content in her 
heart, and her heart 1n her ſoule,to thinke that ſhe ſhould be his Wife, and he her Huſ- 
band.,that ſhe anticipateth the houres,and blames the dayes for not preſenting her with 
the ſight and preſence of her ſweet P;/ari,whom,above all earthly contents, ſhe chietely 
deſireth. 

Now if Chriſteneta were thus perplexed with the abſence of her P;ſanz, no leſle 15 he 
with that of his Chriſtexet a : for remembring the freſhneſle of her youth,and the ſweet- 
neſle of her beauty, he in conceipt hateth Cremona, which before he loved, and now lo- 
veth Pavia,which before he hated : it 1sas great a griefe tohim to be with his other af- 
faires without her, as it would rejoyce him to be with her without them-:yea,ſhe runnes 
ſo deepely in his thoughts, and they on her beauty.as (if it were nut immodeſty) he ei- 
ther wiſheth himſclfe impaled in her armes,or ſhe incloyſtered in his. And now to per- 


' forme as much as his Letter hath promiſed, he,without thinking or reſpecting of his old 


friend Gaſparino, prepares all things ready to goe ſee his new Miſtreſle Chriſteneta. 
He comes to Pavia,accompanied with three or foure of his neereſt and deareſt friends, 


viſiteth 
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neſtly andinfinitely both affeted anddeſired. 


viſiteth Chrifteneta,whom he ſaluteth and courteth with all kind, honourable and amo- 


rous complements : She 1s joytull,yea raviſhed with his arrivall : heedoth aſſure her o© 
his perpetuall affection, and reciprocally himſelfe of hers; yea, ſhe ſo infinitely delights 
in his preſence, and he ſo extreamely in hers, that ſhe now freely gives her ſelfe to P;- 


ſari, and he in exchange, as abſolutely takes himſclfe from Gaſpariro, tagive himſelfe 


toChriſteneta: ſo as ſhee rejoycing in her purchaſe, and he trumphing in his victory, 
they attend the time, wherein heaven and earth hath ordayned of two bodies to make 
them one. | 

But it is notenough for Piſarz to be poſſeſſed of Chriſteneta's favour: for he muſt like- 
wiſe obtaine that ofher parents, before either hee can enioy his wiſhes, or ſhe her de- 
fires, and ſo he goes honourably and ſecretly to worke with them : but he findes them 
not ſo traftable as Chriſteneta hoped, or himlſclfe deſired : for old Yitariher father pre- 
ferring wealth before honour, and riches before vertues,diflikesthis motion, alledging 
thatPi/am's father dyed exceeding]y in debt,that his chiefeſt Landes were ingaged CY 
morgagedzthat hee had many great Legacies to pay to his ſiſters, but which was worſt 
of all, that P:ſarihimſelte loved the Court better then the Country, and that in his. 
expences and apparel! hee was extreamely prodigall, and frugall in ncither : which 
conſiderations ſo ſwayed the Judgment and opmion of Vitzri, that knowing he might 
every day provide and procure a better match for his daughter, hee gives Piſazzi to un- 
derſtand,that as yet hee hath no intent to marry his daughter,alledging her tew yeares, 
and the like triviall reaſons and excuſes, whereby P7/anz might plainely perceive, that 
hee had no intent to givehim his daughter. | 

Thisrefuſall of Y7itzri doth wonderfully grieve P;/ani,and afflict Chriſteneta ſo as the 
ſee their hopes nipt in their bloſlomes,and their defiresnct inthe way tor -ape ſuch ef- 
feCts as they expected. Piſani diſtruſting ht: owne power, ſcts his parents and chiefeſt 
frinds todraw Yitari to hearken unto reaſon : but his age cannot be deceived in thar, 
which his Judgement, and not his paſtton, ſuggelterh bim : they have diverſe confe- 
rences, but every day, inſteed of bringing hopes, produceth more ditiiculties and de- 
ſpayrezand now that Piſanz may ſee that his ſute and reſearch is diſplcaling to Vitari,he 
lookds not on him with ſo courteous an eye as accuſtomed : and which 1s worſe,Chri- 


fleneta is forbidden his company, and he her fathers houſe. 


T his goes to the hearts of our two lovers, but they brook it as patiently as they may, 
and hope that time will give end to theſe their diſcontents and afftlictions. In the 
meane while, as fire ſuppreſfled doth often flame forth with more violence, ſo, ſith 
they cannot perſonally viſite one the other, they entertaine their affections by their 
Letters, whoare ſo many in number, as I hold it fit rather to ſupprefle then divulge 
them. Thus whiles P;ſani comforts himſelfe, that there are no roſes without prickles, 


' and that hopes long expected are beſt welcome, but chiefely relying upon the affe- 


ion and conſtancie of his Miſtreſſe - hee will not ſtaine his valour with this poynt 
of cowardize, to be put off with the firſt repulſe of Y;tzri, but reſolveth to continue as 
conſtant in his affection, as he doth in his refuſall; and ſo after he had ſtayed a month 
or two 1n Cremona, he bethinkes himſelfe of an invention whereby it is not impoſlible 
for him to obtaine his Miltreſle of her father. 

Piſani being inriched with the treaſure of Chriſtzneta,s favour andaffetion, writes 
to her,that if ſhee can obtaine her mothers conſent, ſhe peradventure may eaſily pro- 
cure that ofher husband 3 who hearkening and reliſhing this advice with much zeale, 

uts ita foote; and as in few dayes ſhe gained her Mother, ſoa moneth wasnot ful- 
y paſt, before ſhee had likewiſe drawne her husband to approve and conſent to this 
Match: So now our Lovers are againe revived and comforted ; for the rubs being 
taken away, the difficulties removed, and the parents of both ſides fully ſatisfied, all 
things now ſeeme in ſo faire a forwardneſle and preparation;as 1t our two Lovers were 


ſhortly to injoy eachother in mariage, or to inioy the fruits of marriage, which ſo ear- 
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To which end, that their nuptials might bee folemnized with the greater pompe 
| and glory, they providethemſclves of variety of richand ſumptuous Apparell, rhe 
day isappoynted, and all rhe nobility of Pavia and Cremona ( as well their kindsfolkes 

as others) are invited to the Wedding : but their Parents ſhall come ſhort of their de- 
J tings, and rheſe our two Lovers of their hopes : for thts Mariage being not begunne 
in heaven, ſhall never be finiſh-d nor conſummated 1n earth. | 


; Wee have here ſo much ſpoken of P;/azz, thatirt ſeemes wee have quite forgotten 
Gaiparino, as if hee had no farther part to act in this Hiſtory ; but hee 1s not ſo fortu- 
nate : for this proceeding of Piſani to Chriſtenetaisnot fo ſecretly managed, but hee 


hath newes thereof, who knowing there can bee no greater treaſon, after thatofa 
| ſubiect to his Soveraingey , then for a friend to betray his friend, he grieves, and is ex- 
: treamly incenſed at Pj/anj, to ſce hee hath betrayed him of his Miltreflz; the which L 
| hetakesfobitterly and paſſionately, that he vowes hee will make him repent it. Jea- _ 
, louſie and Revengeare alwaies bad Counſellors, and therefore can never prove good | 
Indges: But ſuchis his love toChriſtexeta, and ſo deeply is her beauty imprinted and 
3 ingraven im his heart, as ſhutting his judgement to Charity, and opening it to Revenge, y 
L he 1s reſolved, at what price ſoever, to call Piſani to a [trit account for this affront and 
C diſgrace,and is reſo! wal rather to dy,then live to ſee himſelf thus abuſed, by one whom 
- | Godandnature hath made his inferior. Were we a3 apt todoe good asevill,we ſhould 
> | bee Angel:, not men3 but re'embling our ſ-lves({ or rather harkening tvo much to 
| | thePrinceof darkneſle) wee fly reaſon to follow rage, and many times procure our 

owne diſtruction, in ſeeking that of others. 
/ Gaſparino having thus his. eyes and {ences ore clouded and vayled with the miſt 
- | of revenge, is tranſported with ſuch bloudy paſſions and reſolutions, -as hggs ſome- 
t | timesreſo)ved to piſtoll Yi/an;, either in the ſtreete, or in hisbed, and othertimes to 
2 hire two or three Ruthans to murrther him the next time hee rids intothe Country : 
” | butatlaſtcaſting his eyes from hell to heaven, and from Satan to God, hee trampleth 
thoſe excrable reſolutions under his feere, and baniſhch them from his heart and 
thought», eſteeming them asunworthy of him, as he were ofthe world, if he ſhould 
commit them : and fo for that time enters 11 a reſolution with hunſelfe : no more 
to thinke on Chriſtcneta , and leile to bee revenged of Pijani , for betraying her 
) from him. | | 
- Had Gaſparino continued 1n this peaceable and Chriſtian-hike mind, hee had not 
L | expoſed himſelfe to fo many dangers and misforruncs, nor given himſeife asa prey to 
T feede the malice and revenge of his bloody enem1j2s: but now und-r'ta nding that 
C all Crexzona and Pavia pratled anil laughed athis diſgrace; in ſeeing him thus baſfled 
o and abuſed by pijari, hee thinkes that not onely hiinſelte, but his honour is difpara- 
ged, and wronged herein, and that he thall be extrcamely condemned of cowardize, 
© | ifina Duell he call not Pijaxy toright him, and give him fatisfation : yea the onel 
S conſideration of this poynt of honour (which many tines is bought and ſold at ſo 
h | dearea price,as the perill and Iofle both of body and fou]-) did fo violently perſwade 
Ee Þ| andprevaile with him, that as revenge admits of no oppoſition, nor hearkens to any 
advice, ſo enquiring for 7iſari, and underitanding him to be in Pavia, he the more in- 
S couraged and inflamed kereat, taking with him a reſolute and coni:dent Gentleman, 
?” | and one onely Lackey, ſets ſpurres to his Horſe, and ſo hyesthither, reſolving with 
” | himſelfe to gaine his Honour in the ſame City, where hee had reccived his dif- 
grace. : 
1 Being arrived at Pavia, he 1s aſſured that Piſani 15 n the Citv, and inquiring more 
g || curioul'y after him, hee underſtands, that, that very inſtant hee1s with his Miſtreſſe 
Chriſteneta, which logalled his thoughts, and inflamed his heart, as hee was once re- 
EC Þ ſolved that very inſtant to ſend him a Challenge, and the ſooner, becauſe Chriſteneta 
might be an eye-witneſle of the delivery thereof: but to ſpeake truth, Paſſio: could 
not finde a better oportunity, nur Indgement a worſe, fcr him to/draw his malicious 
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contemplation into bloudy and impious ation; and therefore reſpecting Chriſteneta, 
although ſhee had refuſed to reſpe& him, and fearing if ſhee had the leaſt notice or 
wkling thereof, ſhe loved her Piſanz ſo dearely, as ſhe would hinder and prevent him 
from running intoſoimminent a danger, heeall thatday huſh'd himſclfe up private- 
ly in his Inne, deferring the ſending thereof till the morning, when delivering it to 
his coſin Sebaſtiano (the Gentleman that came with him from Cremona) hee prayes 
him inſtantly to finde out Piſarz, and to deliver it to him as ſecretly and as fairely 
as he could. 

Sebaſtiano being no novice in theſe occaſions and accidents, repaires to Piſar; his 
Lodging, and finds him as he was iſſuing forth his Chamber, whom hee ſalutes, 
and delivers Gaſparino's Challenge faſt ſealed. Piſani with a conſtant carriage, and 
firme countenance, receives it, and breaking off the Seales, ſteps aſide and reades 
theſe Lines: | 


GASPARINO to PISANTI. 


+ have given the firſt breach to our ſrienaſhip: for ſeth you have treacherouſly bereaved me 
of my Miſtris, you muſt now both in honour and juſtice,cither take my life, or yeeld me yours 
inrequitall : If you conſtder your owne ingratitude, you cannot taxe, muchleſſe condemne this 
my reſolution : the Place,the Weſt encl of the Parkesthe Houre, foure or five after Dinner 3 the 
ranner, on foot, with Seconds ; the Weapon, iſ you pleaſe, two ſingle Rapiers, whereof bring you 
one and T ihe other, and Twill be content t6 take the refuſall, to give you the choyce. If your cou- 
rage anjwer your infidelity, you will not refuſe to meet me. 
as GASPARINO. 
Piſani having received and peruſed this Challenge (like an Italianated Gallant.pre- 
ferring his honour before his life ) very cheerefully, without any motion or ſhew of 
alteration, either in his ſpeeches or countenance, turnes to Scbaſtzano, and ſpeakes to 
him thus, Sir, I pray tell Gaſparino from me, thatmy ſelfe and Second will with iin- 
gle Rapiers mect himand his, at the houre and place appoynted.* . 
Sebaſtiano returnes : and Piſani having accepted the Challenge, beares it ſo ſecretly, 
as Chriſteneta (the other halfe of his heart) underſtandes not hereof + he findes out his 
deare and intimate friend Sfoarato, a valiant young Gentleman,iſſued ofa very noble 
Family of Milla, who accompanyed him from Cremona, to whom hee rclates the 
whole etteCt of this buſineſle, ſhewing him Gaſparino's Challenge, and requeſting him 
to honour him ſo much as to ſecond him in this quarrell. $Sfordratovery cheerefully 
and frecly oftereth, and ingageth himſelte; and ſo about noone $cbaſtiano and him- 
ſelfe, like honorable friendly enemies, meet to provide and match the Rapiers: 
but bare 1t ſo ſecretly and diſcreetly, as none whatſoever could once perceive their 
intents, or gather their reſolutions. The hower approching, th-y all take horſe, and 
that day Pi/ani, becauſe hee would bee no way prevented and hindred, doth pur- 
poſely refraine to viſit his Miſtrefle ChriſZercts. They poatt to the Parke as t:) a 
Wedding, being the place of Aendez.vons of their meeting ({o famous for the defeat 
of the French, and taking Priſoner of their King Francis the Second, by the Forces 
of the Emperour Charles the Fifth.) 

Gaſparino and Sebaſtiazo are firſt in the Field : but Piſani and Sfondrato are not long at- 
ter: ſo they all tye up their Horſes to the hedge, pull off their Spurres, and cut away 
the tunber-heeles of their Bootes, that they wight nut trip, but ſtar.d firme in their play: 
But ere they beginne, the Seconds icarch the prinetpalls, and they rhe Seconds, ſo they 
throw otttheir Dubl ets. and appeare all in their ſÞirts, not as if they feared death, but 
rather as if they were reſolved to wake ic ath feare them. 

By this time Gaſparinoand Piſani draw : they make their approaches, and ts the 
firſtincounter P7/ar15 hurtin the out-ſide of the left arme, and Ga/parino inthe right 


flanck, 
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flanke, the bloud whereof appzared not, butfell into his hoſe - they azaine ſeparat2 
ttenſelves, andlnow trye their fortun2satrzſh ; here Piſani receives two winds, the 
one glancing 01 his ribsth= other in th2 brawne of his right arme, an4 Gzſparizo on2 
d:epe on? 1n his left ſhoulder; but theſeſJight hurt: they onely eſteeme as (carces 
not as woands, and th-refore ſe2inz their ſhirts but ſprinkled, not dy:d with their 
blouds, they couragion'ly com? on againz 3 but this bout proves favourable to then 
both 3 for Gaſparino wards Piſani's thruſts from him, and onely runnes Pi: thorow 
the hoſe, without doing him any other harme - and ſo rhey cloſe, which Pi/azidoth 
purpoſely tuvexchange ground, thereby to have the Sunne in his backe, which was be- 
fore in hiseyes, and now they conclude to take breath. 

Their Seconds withdraw not from their ſtations, neither can they yet imagine to 
whoſe {1de fortune will inclinz, they being well-neare as equall in wounds as courage; 
andnow PiJani and Gaſparino dreſliag their Rapiers, and wiping off the blood from 
them, beginne againe to make tryall of whom Victory is reſolved to ſmile 3 butth:y 
alter the manner of the fightz for now Gu{þarino fights with judgem2nt, and not 
with fury, and P/ari with fury, and not with judgement, whereas heretofore they 
both did the contrary. They traverſe their grounds; Piſani is fo violent, as hee hath, 
almoſt put himſelfe out of breath, but G4parino is ſo wary and cautelous, as hze 
contents himſelfe to breake his thruſts, and reſolves not to make any butto the pur-= 
poſe, and upon manifeſt advantages the iflue anſwereth his hopes and expettation : 
for at the very next incounter, as Pij/azi runnes Gaſparino 1n the necke, he rannes P- 
ai thorow the body, a little below the left pap and his ſword mz2ering with Cavz- 
Ucna (which leades directly tothe heart) makes a perpetuall divorce betwixt his bo.1 
and his ſoule, and fo hee falls ſtarke dead tothe ground. Gaþ wings knowing him "ed 

atched, ſheathes up his rapiter. But Sfozdrato and his Chirurgioarann= to his xft- 
many the affettion of the one, and th2 art ofthe oth>r wzre in vaine-far Pi/27; his 
life had forſiken his body,and his foule wasalrcea1y 1:4 from chis worl 1 to 1n9cher. 

Whiles Sfordrato and the Chirurgion were ſtretching ont the dead by ly of Piers, 
and covering it up with their Cloake , Sebaſt;ano runne: toG iþurins ant congratulates 
with him for his victory, extolling his vallour to th= «kie : Bar Ga þ.arino tells him, 
that theſe prayſes appertaine not to him, but to a hizher provilence, and wirhall 
prayes him to be carefull, and ro mannage his life both wich courage and diſcretion 5 
and for himf. lfe, finding his wounds, no way deſperate? nordangerous, hee is refol- 
ved not to ſuffer his Chirurgion to binde them up, till hee ſee the tlie of the Combate 
betwixt his faithfull friend Seba/tiaro and Sfondrato, 

By this time Sforrdrato thinkes it high time to beginne - and being no way dauntzd 
with the misfortune and death of his friend Pijari, but rather incouraged and r-ſolved 
toſcl! it dearely on the life of Sebaſtiano3 hee drawes, and with his Ravier in his hand 
comes towards him. Sebaſtiano meetes him halfe way with a very freſhand chezrefull 
countenance,and ſo they approach one to the other : at their firſt inzounter, Seba/tia- 
no gives Sfrondratoa large and wide wound on his right (ide, but receives another from 
him thorow the left arme, alittle above the elbow 3 but that of SfonJ-ato powred 
forth more bloud 3 and to briefe, they both give and take divers wounds, and per- 
forme the parts of valorous Gentlemen. 

Bat in the end, God,who would not give all the victory to one ſide, but will make 
both parties loſers, toſhew that he is diſpleafed with theſe their bloudy ation: , and 
uncharitable reſolutions, which though Honour ſceme to excuſe, yet rel1yion cannot 
after they had three ſeverall times taken breath, Sebaſtzano advancing a faire thru't to 
Sfondrato's breſt, which onely pierced his ſhirt, and ravelled his skinne : $fordrate re- 
quited him with a mournefull intereſt , for hee ranne him thorow at the ſinall ofthe 
belly,and ſo nailed him to the ground, bearing away hislife on the point of his Rapier. 

Thus our foure Combarants, being now reduced to the number oftwo, Sfondrats 
expected that Gaſparins would have exchanged a thruſt or two with him : the which 

cer- 
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, that he may meet and conferre privately with her, which indeed is the onely opportu- 


and therefore toſhew her ſ{clte courteous and kinde te him,ſhe appoynts him to mect 


certainely hee had performed : But Gaſparino finding that the loſſe of ſo much bloud 
made him then weak, and that it was now more then time for him to have his wounds 
bound up, they having taken order for the decent tranſporting of their dead frinds, 


that night to Pavia- they, without ſpeaking word one to the other, commit them- *: 


ſelves to their Chirurgions, and ſo their wounds being bound up, they take them with | 


them, and, toſave themſelves from the danger of the Law, they take horſe, and poaſt 7 


away, Gaſparino tO Parma and Sfordratoto Florence, from whence they reſolve not to © 


ſtirre, before their frinds have procured and ſent them their pardons. 


Leave we them there: and to follow the ſtreame of this Hiſtory, come we to Crezzons |» 
* 
5 


1 
7 
. 


and 7aviay which rings with the newes of the iſſues oftheſe lamentable and tragicall 7 
combates; Piſanz and Sebaſtiano are infinitely bewailed of their parents, and lamented 7 
of their frinds, yea of their very enemies themſelves, and generally of all the world ,- 
whoeither knew them, or heard of their untimely and unfortunate ends. Go 
But all theſe tearesarenothing, in compariſon ofthoſe which our faire Chriſteneta 
ſheds for the death of her (weet Piſaz; : For hergriefes are ſo infinitely bitter, asſhee 
teares her haire, disfigureth her face, weepes, mournes, howles, and cries ſo extremely 
that ſorrow her ſe]fe would grieve to ſee her ſorrow 3 yea, ſheforſakes and abando- | 
neth all company,throwes oft all her rich and glittering garments,and takes on mourn- 
full and ſad apparrell: ſo as all the perſwaſions of the world are not capable to give 
her the leaſt ſhaddow of conſolation : for as ſhee afftirmes, ſhee neither will, nor can 
be comforted 5 onely amid(t her teares, ifſhee admit, or permit any paſſion to take | 
Flace in her heart or thoughts, itis chollerand-revenge againſt Gaſparino,who had be- | 
reaved her of her only joy, of her deare and ſweet Piſani, whom thee loved a thou - 
ſand timesmore deare and tenderly then her ſelfe,and of him ſhe vowes to be revenged} 
in the higheſtdegree: Whereby wee may here in Chriſteneta ſee the old phraſe made 
good, and verdipc: That there is no affection nor hatred to that of a Woman : for 
where they love, they love dearely ; and where they hate, hatedeadly : But leave we 
herto herſorrowes, and come we againe to Gaſparino, who inſhort time, having ob- | 
tained his pardon, returnes from Parma to Cremona, where hee is joyfully received of 
his parents and friends. | 
He 1sno ſooner arrived, but the remembrance of Chriſteneta's beauty doth flouriſh and 
revive in his heart; for although ſhe had loved another, yet he could affe&t none but 
her ſelfe : when letting paſſe ſome ſixe or eight moneths,and hoping that time,(which | 
is ſubject tonothing, and all things to it ) might wipe off her teares, and blow _ 
her ſighes for the death of Piſani ; hes re{olues to renew his old ſuit to her, to whic 
end he viſits her firſt by frinds, next by letters, and then in perſon. Chr:iſteneta (like 
a counterfeit Fury) diflembles her love to Pijſan;, and her hatred to him, and withall 
triumpheth and taketh a pride to ſee how diſcreetly and cloſely ſhe beares her malice: 
But our wiſdome in finne proves meere folly in the eyes of God, which though ſhee 
will not now acknowledge, yet ſhee ſhall hereafter bee inforced to doe it with repen- 
tance, and peradventure when it is too late. So being reſolute in her invetcrateindigs 
nation, her malice doth ſo out-brave her charity, and her revengc her religion, as ſhee 
cannot finde any reſt in her thoughts, or tranquillity in her minde, before {iice (ce the 
death of Gaſþarino make amends and ſatisfaction for that of Piſa. 
Gaſtarino having the eyes of his judgment hood-winked, and not foreſceing hbw 
dangerous it 15 to repoſeand rely on the favour of an incenſed enemy(as our judgments 
are never cleareſt when we approach our ruine ) 1s very importunate with Chriſtencta, 


nity that in heart ſhee hath ſo ſong. deſired:and now it is that ſhe confpires his ruine,and 
plots his deſtruction, wherein(perchance)ſeeking his death,ſhe may procure her owne- 
Pifiembling Wretch as ſhe 1s, ſhe ſeemes to be vanquiſhed with his importunity3 


her in the Nunnes Garden at fixe of the clocke in the morning. But what courteſy, 
what 
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what kindneſle 1s this, to have honey 1n the tongue,and poyſon in the heart ? For ſhe 
| preſently agrees with two wretched Rufhans,Biazco and Brindolz, for twice fifty Duc- 
” {ets tomurtherhim. S-e here the implacable and damnable malice of this young 
7 Gentlewoman, who forgetting her ſoule and her God, becomes the Author of ſoexe- 
crable and lamentable a Murther. . 
Gaſparino, drowning his fences and underſtanding in the contemplation of the 
content he ſhould receive in injoying his Miltreſle Chriſtereta's company , thinkes the 
night long ere the day appeare, and although the evening were faire and cleare, 
yet in the morne, Aurora had no ſooner leapt from the watry bed of Neptune, but the 
Skies were over-caſt and vayled with obſcure clouds, whichimpriſon the Sunne and 
his __ beames, purpolcly not to behold ſo bloudy a Tragedie, as was thento be 
acted. | | | 
Chriſteneta (who could not ſleeps for revenge) 1s ſtirring in the morne betimes, 
and {01s Biancoand Brimdoli. They all meet in the Nunnes Garden,ſhe walking in the 
Alleyes, and they hiding themſelves out of fight : Atlaſt the Clocke {trikes fixe, and 
immediately in comesGaſparino, with his Hatin his hand, and his Rapier by his fide 3 
he courts and ſalutes Chriſteneta with many amorous ſpeeches, and ſweet Comple- 
ments 3 ſhe prepares to receive him : but in ſtead of curtcous entertainement , g1ves 
hima bloudy welcome : Her words (or rather her watch-words) are theſe : Ga{pa- 
rizo (quoth ſhee) this Garden js the place where T had my firſt confereace with Piſani, and 
where T purpoſe to have my laſt with you + At which words, Bianco and Brindol; ruſh forth 
of a Bowre , and with many wounds kill him dead at their feet 3 but he had firſt the 
leiſure to draw, and fora while very valiantly defended himſelfe, giving each of them 
ſeveral wounds.Chriſteneta ſeeing Gaſparino felled to the ground, fearing that he wasnort 
fally dead, and to prevent his crying, ſhe runnes to him, thruſts her Handkercher in- 
to his mouth , and to ſhew herſelfe more likea Tygre thena Woman , and a Devill 
then a Chriſtian, ſhe with a ſmall Ponyard, or Stilleto, ſtabs him many times thorow 
the body, and ſpurning him with her feet, utters this revengefull and bloudy ſpeech: 
This Tſacrifice to the memory of my deare Love Piſani. And ſo Biancoand Brindoli take this 
murdered body of G.yparino , and tying a great ſtone to it, threw it into the Well of 
the Garden 3 and the better to conceale this damnable act, they flye by a Poſterne 
doore : and Chriſteneta thinking 'to cover and ſhrowd her ſinne, under the cloake 
of Piety and devotion, forſakes the Garden 3 and ſo, unſeene of any earthly eye, be» 
takes herto the Nunnes Church, where ſhee falls on her knees ; but with fo pro- , 
phane a devotion, as ſhe did no way repent, but rather triumph at this Murther : But 
this her hypocriſy ſhall coſt her deare. | | 
Wee have here ſeene this horrible and cruell Murther committed and acted, and 
the Murtherers themſelves by this time all fled, and gotten to their homes - Yea, Chr:- 
ftenetagloryeth in her revenge, and Bzarco and Brindol; in their money 3 ſo as they now 
thinke themſclves free, and pal\t all danger : but they ſhall be deceived in their hopes, 
for Divine providence hath decreed otherwiſe. And here we come to the dete&tion 
and pumiſhment ofthis Murther 3; wherein Gods mercy and juſtice , his providence 
and his glory,doe moſt miraculouſty ſhine and appeare. 
The Nunnes being in their Cells at their Oraifons, heare the flynking of ſwords; 
and ſo they advertiſe their Abbeſle or Governefle thereof, whogivesthe Alarum in 
its | the houſe. They deſcend to the Garden,to ſee what this rumour might be:they finde 
the Poſterne open, and the Alleyes very much ſprinkled and gored with bloud; they 
u- | ſuſpect Murther, but neither findenor fee any, either living or dead : they fend to ac- 
ad | quaint the Prefect and Provoſt of the City herewith, who repaire to the Garden, 
1c. | and(as before)finde much bloud,but ſee no body : they make ſtridt inquiry and ſearch 
yz | inthe Ditches,hedges,thickets, and vaults of the Garden, but finds nothing,only they 
<t | forget toſearch the Well : Then, to finde what thoſe Fighters were, they thinke of a 
y, | Policie, as worthy of them, as they of their office, they give a feccet charge to all the 
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where he uſually « andkaryha viſite and court his Miſtreſſe Chriſteneta, he informes 
the Hoſt of the houſe hereof 3 and helike an honeſt man, doubting the worſt (after 
the cuſtome of 7/aly) acquainted the Prefect and Provoſt thereof, who, like judicious 
and wiſe Magiſtrates, examined Gaſparino's Lackey when he laſt ſaw his Maſter, and 
where. The Lackey anſweres, He parteq from his Chamber yeſterday morning 
betwixt five and ſ1xe, with his Prayer-bouke in his hand, as ifhe were going to 
Church, but commanded him not to follow hirg 3 and ſince (hee faith) hee ſaw 


him not. And now, by the providence of God, the Lackeyes relation gives a lit- 
tle glimpſe and glimmering light to the diſcovery of this Murther : for the Ma- 
giſtrates ſee, that the houre of G aſparino's departure from his Chamber , and that of 
Bianco and Brindol;s fighting doe agree , as alſohis Booke and the Nunnes Church 
beare ſome ſhew of coherence and probability. 

W hereupon they(guided as it were by the very immediate finger of God)reſolve 
and determine to apprehend,and forthwith to impriſon both Banco and Brindoli, who 
the very rext day had thought to have ſlipt downe the River to Ferara, and fo 
to Venice. 

They areexamined concerning Gaſparino - they vow hee is a Gentleman they have 
neither knowne nor ſcene. The Magiſtrates hold it fit they ſhould be put to the Rack; 
which 1s as ſpeedily performed : but theſe ſtout Villaines firmely and conſtantly 
maintaine their firſt ſpeech ; and although they make ſute to be freed ard releaſed, yet 
the PreteC holds it neceſlary to continue them in priſon ; and withall, to make a more 
narrow and exacter ſearch inthe Nunnes Garden. | Sp 

Chriſteneta,being atthe firſt advertiſed that Bjanco and Prindoli were dead, is thereat 
aſtomiſhed and amazed, and ſo reſolves to flye, but being advertiſed they had already 
ſuffered torment,& revealed nothing,ſhe againe reſolves to ſtay,which indeed ſhe doth; 
but it is the Tuſtice and mercy of God that keepes this bloudy bird within her neſt. 

The Prefect and Provoſt (as being inſpired from heaven) continue conſtant in 
their reſolutions, to make a ſecond ſearch in the Garden for Murther 3 which they 
doe, and very curiouſly, leaving no placeunſearched : at laſt it pleaſed the Lord to 
put into the Proyoſts minde to ſearch the Well, which the day before they had 
omitted. Hee acquaints the Prefect herewith, who with much alacrity approves 
hereof, and fo cauſing it to be ſearched, they at laſt intheir hookes bring up ſome pie- 
ces of wrought blacke Taffeta : which by the Lackey was affirmed, and knowne to 
be the ſame hisMaſter Gaſparino , wore the Jaſttime he ſaw him ; wherat they were 


more eagerly encouraged to ſ{carch againe moſt exactly : which they doe, and at laſt 
bring 
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bring'up the dead body of Gafparino, when ſtripping off his cloths, they tinde his body 
pierced with1hirteene ſeverall wounds : at the mournefull ſight whereof, the whole 
7 afembly, but eſpecially his Lackey, cannot refraine from teares, and yet all glorify 
” God for finding of his body, as alſo for the diſcovery of the Murtherers, whonow 
they confidently believe are B7anco and Brindolz. Ec | | 

But ſeethe farther mercies of God : for B:zazco and Brindol; ate but the hands which 
executed this Murther, and not the head which plotted it : therefore the Magiſtrates 
being ſure of them, doe now reſolve to hye to Priſon, and to give them double tor- 
ment, thereby to diſcover out of what Quiver the firſt arrow of this Murther came. 
But behold the mercy aad juſtice of Ged | they are eaſed of this labour, and 
the name of the male"afor brought them by a moſt miraculous and unheard 
of accident: for when the Magiſtrates and whole companie had often vitited Gaſpari- 
zo's naked body, and ſeene nothing but wounds, alittle boy ſtanding by(of tome 
ten yeares of age ) eſpyed a linnen choth in his mouth, which hee ſhewed the compa- 
ny, which the Perfect cauſing to be pulled out, found it tobe a Cambricke Handker- 
cher, and withall, a name in red ſi]ke Letters in one corner, which was the very true 
name of Chriſtencta. ; 

See, ſee the goodneſle, O let vs ſtand amazed and wonder at the merciesof 
God, to ſee what meanes and inſtruments hee ordayneth for the diſcovery of 
Murthere. 

The Prefect and provoſt ſend away ſpeedily to apprehend her : ſhee is taken inthe 
midſt of her pleaſures and paſtimes, yea, from the arme of her Mother , and feete 
of her father , tro whom ſhee Hed for fatety , bur in vaine 3 for ſhee 1s inſtantly 
committed cloſe Prifoner, from whence wee ſhall not ſee her come forth , till 
ſhe come to her condigne puniſhment, ona ſhametull Scaffold , for this her horrible 
offence of Murthe-r. | 

And now the Prefect and Pruvolt goe themſelves to the Priſon, where Biarco and 
Brindsli are : tÞcy accuſe them peremprorily for the Murther of Ga'/parino , whoſe 
body, they informe them , they have taken up out of the Well : but they againe 
deny it. They give them double torment, and conjure them to reveale this their 
Murther 5 butthey are fo ſtrong of courage, or rather the devill is ſo ſtrong in them, 
as they deny all, and neither accuſe themſelves, nor any other. 

The Prefect and Provoſt, although they ſaw all circumſtances concurre, that 
undoubtedly Chriſtensta had a deepe hand in this Murther, yet they examine her faire- 
ly, and promile her much favour, and their beſt friendſhip and affiftance , if ſhee 
will reveale it : but ſhe, as her two confederates, denyes all. They adjudge her to the 
Racke, whereunto ſhe very patiently permits her ſelfe to be faſtened ; but her dainty 
body and delicatc limbes cannot indure the cruelty of this torment: and ſo ſhee 
confeſſeth all , that in revenge of _ acath, ſhee had cauſed Biarco and Brindols 
to murther him in the Nunnes Garden, as we have formerly underſtood. 

And now comes Gods ſentence from heaven, pronouncedagainſt theſe Murthe- 
rers, by the mouth of his Magiſtrates on earth, who for reparation and expiation of 
their horrible crimes of Murther, committed on Gaſþarin?, adjudge Banco and 
Brindoli to have their right hands cut off, then to bee hanged, and their bodies 
throwne into the River Po: And Chriſteneta ( notwithſtanding all the ſolicitation 
which her father and friends made for her) to bee firſt hanged, then burned, and her 
aſhes throwne into the ayre : Which to the full ſatisfaftion of Tuſtice, before anin- 
finite number of Spe&ators (who aſſiſted at their mournfull ends) was accordingly 
executed, who yet could not refraine from teares, butas much approved and applau- 
ded Chriſteneta's affeci1on to Piſani, as they deteſted and abhorred her inhumane and 


bloody reVENgE tO Gaſparino. 
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Bianco and Brindoli.as they lived unrighteouſly, {o they dyed deſperately, and could 
not be drawn torepent themſelves of this their bloudy fact : But asI have underſtood, 


Chriſteneta was extreamely ſorrowfull tor her finnes, but eſpecially for this murther, # 


whereof ather laſt breath ſhe infinitely and exceedingly repented her ſelfe : yea T have 
beene informed, that ſhe delivered a godly and religious ſpeech upon the Ladder, but 
I was not {6 fortunate to recover it. 

May all true Chriſtians reade this Hiſtory with profit, and profit in reading it, that 
ſo God may receive the glory - and their ſoules the eternall comfort and conſolation. 
Amen. F 
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GODS 


REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Cryingand Execrable finne of Murther. 


HisTORIE LIL: 

E Mortaigne wnder promiſe of marriage gets Toſlelina with childe, and after.comverting his love 

into hatred, canſeth his. Lackey La Verdure, and La Palma to murther both her and her - 
young ſonne:the jealouſic of Itabella to her hnsband La Palma 7s the cauſe of the diſcovery 
hereof:they are all thres taken and executed for the ſame. 


> 1 15a juſt reward for the vanity of our thoughts, and a true recom- 
»& pence forthe errours of our youth, that we buy pleaſure with re- 
entance,and the ſweetneſ[® of {in with the bitterneſle of atihction; 
bas if we violate the lawes of Chriſtianity, and abandon our ſelves 
to luſt and fornication, then we ſhall ſee with ſhame, that men wall 
not pitty us, and finde with griefe, that God will punith us. It 15an 
exccllent vertue in Maidens, not to liftzn tothe lewd temptations 
of menz and in men not to hearken tothe ſugred charmes of-the de» 
vill: for commonly that folly gives the one ſhame, & this madneſl= brings the other de- 
ſtruCcon:bur if we firſt forget our ſelves, and then our God, by adding and heaping ſin 
upon finne as firſt, to perpetrate fornication, and after Murther, then afluredly our 
eſtate is ſo miſerably wretched, and fo wretchedly miſcrabl-, as wee have no hope left 
for better fortunes, nor place for worſe. And becauſe Ex1mple 1s both pleaſing to our 
memory, and profitable to our judgement, this mournefull enſuing Hiſtory ſhall make 
go00d,and confirme it tous : therefore let us ſhut the doore of our thoughts agaiaſt the 
power of ſinne, and that of our hearts againſt the malice of Hell:and we ſhall not one- 
ly make our fortunes 1mmoveable in this World, bur our felicity eternall in that tg 
come. or 
In the South-eaſt part of France:within a dayes journey of the famous City of Ly» 
0:, at the foote of the Mountaine of Tarara, upon the border and boſome of that 
{weet river Lignon, fo famouſed by the Minion of honour, and the darling ofthe Mus 
ſes, the Marqueſle of Yrſe, in his beautifull and divine Aſtrea : neere Dxrency (A cer- 
taine ſmall Village) there dwelt a poore Country Farmer, named Andrew Mollard , 
who of late burying his Wife, had one onely child left him by her, being a very faire 
young girle, about the age of twelve yeares old, named 7ofſelina, whom hee hoped 
ſhould prove the ſtaffe and. prop of his age, and reſolued when ſhe grew up in yeares, 
and came to womans eſtate, to marry her to ſome of his neighbours ſonnes, andat his 
death.to give her all that litle which either his parents,or his owne labour and induſtry 
had left or procured bim. 
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Two or three yeares ſliding away, in which time Mo/ard increaſing in wealth, | 


and his Daughter in yeares, ſhee was,and was juſtly reported to bee the faireſt Nymph 


of thoſe parts, and by all the ruſticke Swaynes tearmed, the faire 7ofelina, eſteeming f 


themſelves happy,if they might ſeeher,much more,if they might injoy her preſence. 


Now within a little League of Mo/ards houſe, dwelt an ancient and wealthy Gen- |: 
tleman, named Moxrfieyr de Concie, who had many children : but among the reſt, his 
ſonne, tearmed Mowrſtexr de Mortaigne, was a very hopefull and brave Gentle- Z 
aan, Who was firſt a Page to that generous Nobleman Monnſienr dela Guiche , ſome- i 
times Governour of Lyoxs, and lince his death a chiefe Ger.tleman to Moxnſrewr de 


eldeſt 


Saint Terraxt,now a Marſhall of France. 


This Mortajene having lived ſome yeares in Parjs with his Lord the Marſhall, where 

hee followed all honourable exerciſes, as Riding , Fencing , —_— and the like 

ect and accom- i 

pliſhed Gentleman) was at laſt deſirous to ſee his father, partly, becauſe he un1erſtood 
he was weake and ſickly ; but eſpecially tobe at the Nuptialls of a ſiſter of his, tcar- | 


(whereby hee purchaſed himſelfe the honourable title ofa moſt per 


med Madamoyſelle de Ia Hay , who wasthen to be married to a Gentleman of Averexe, 
tearmed Monrſrenr de Caſſalis. 


This Marriage being ſolemnized, Mortaigwe having conducted his ſiſter into 
Avergne, and now ſeeing his father ſtrong and luſty, hee beginnes todiſſike the Coun- | 
trey, and to wiſh himſelfe againe in Parzs,where the rattling of Coaches, and the in- | 
finity of faire Ladies did better delight and pleaſe fiim : hee craves leave of his father | 
and mother to returne , which (becauſe hee is the chieteſt ſtay and comfort of their 

age) they unwillingly grant him, and ſo he prepares for his returne to Pars. But an un- | 
looked for accident ſhall ſtop his jorney tor the preſent, and another, but farre more | 


fatall, ſeconding and ſucceeding that, ſhall ſtop and hinder him from ever ſeeing it. 


For the night before hee was todepart, the morning dsCoucye his father 1s moſt | 


dangerouſly taken with a burning Feaver, and ſo neither he nor his mother will per- 
mit him to depart. Living thusin the Country , and few Gentlemen dwelling neere 
his fathers houſe, hee gives himſelfe to Hunting and Hawking » Paſtimes and exer- 
ciſes, which though before he loved not, yet now hee exceedingly delights in : Now 


among(t other times , hee one day hunting im hisfathers Woods (hollawing for his 


Dogge which hee had loſtin a Thicket) by chance ſprung a Pheaſant, who flying 
tothe next Woods, hee ſends for his Hawke, with an intent to flye at him 3 and 
ſo being not ſo happy as againe to ſet ſight ofhim, hee ranged ſofarre, and withall 
fo faſt, that hee was very thirſty , but ſawno houſe neere him, that hee might call for 
wine till atlaſt hee happened on that of Azdrew Mo/lard, of whom wee have tormers 
ly made mention. Mortaigne,ſeeing a man walking inthe next Vineyard, demanded 
if he were the man of the houſe, and prayed himtoaford him a draught of Wine, 
alledging that he was very thirſty ; Mo/ard knowing this young Gentleman by the 
Modell of his face , preſumed todemand him if hee were not one of Mounſteur de Con- 
cye's ſonnes: Hee anſwered yes, and that his name was Mortaigne. Mollard preſently 
calling to minde that hee was his fathers heire, very courteouſly (in his fathion)prayes 
him toenter his houſe , and ſo beeing ſet downe , hee ſends his daughter 7oſelina for 
wine, which ſhee fetched, and they both drinke : where honeſt Mo/ard thinking his 
houſe blefled with ſo great (and as hee thought, ſo good) a Gentleman, very cheere- 
fully profers him peares, Grapes, Walnuts, and ſuch homely dainties as his poore 
cottage could afford. But wee ſhall ſee Mortaigne requite this courtelie of Mo/ard, 
with an extreame ingratitude. 

Mortaiene,whoſe eye was ſeldome on Mo//ard, and never from his daughter.,admires 
to ſee oh 
hold the delicacy of her pure complexion : for though ſhe were poore in cloathes, yet 
hee ſaw her rich in beauty, which made not onely his eyes, but his heart conclude, 
that (hee was wonderfull fairez ſithit is ever the ſigne of a true and perfect —_ ; 
ads where 
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weet a beauty in ſo obſcurea place : he cannot refraine from bluſhing, to be- 
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\K Hiſt. LIL. Mortaigne and lofſelina. Jl 
| | Hherethe face graceth the apparrell; and nor the apparrell the face. And now com= 
: © paring 7oſel7ns's taynt to that of the gallant Ladiesof Parjs , hee finds that the truth of 
» © nature exceeds the falſhood of their Art : for thorow the Alablaſter of her Front, - 
”Z NeckeandPapes, hee mightperceivethe azure of her veines, which like the win- 
- } dings of Mearders {treames, ſwiftly range, and m—_— preſentsit ſelfe tohiiseye. And 
for her eyes, or rather the Diamonds and ſtars of her face, their ſplendor was ſo cleare, 
and their influence ſo piercing, as they not onely captivate his thoughts with love, but 
wound his heart with affe&tion and admiration.But if Mortaigze gaze on the freſhneſle 
> EB and ſweetneſle of rofſelina's beauty, no lefle doth ſhee onthe properneſle and perfeQi- 

® onof hisyouth, onely his eyes tilt at hers with more liberty , and hers on him with 
e modeſty , reſpect and ſecrecy : which Mortazgne well eſpying, hee yowes to obtaine 
> | her favour, orto loſe his lite in reſearch thereof : but the end of ſuch laſcivious 
- E reſolutions ſeldome proſper. | 
ik 


—— — 


But ſee how all things favour Mortaignes afftettion, or rather his luſt to 1ſſelina! fot 
Molard tells him, hee holdsa ſmall tenement neere adjoyning to his father, who hath 
now puthim in ſute of Law for twoherriots, and therefore beſeecheth him for his 
Z good word, and favour to his father in his behalfe. Mortaigne _ of this occaſion 
» & toſerve fora pretext and cloake for him, to have acceſle to his houſe and daughter, 
- ® rromiſeth himto deale effectually with his father for him, and the nexttime he paſ- 
- E ferhthatway, to acquaint him what hee hath done therein - and ſo ſtealing a kifle or 
r # two from 7oſtlina, asher father went into the Court, and withall ſwearing to her; 
r Z thathee loved her dearely, and would come often to ſee her 3 he thanking Mglard fot 
- | his good cheere,for that time departed. 

e ® Butthefurther hee goes from Mo/ardr houſe, the neerer his heart approacheth his 

Z daughter 7oſelina. So his thoughts being ſtedfaſtly and continually fixed on her, hee 
t | beginnes to diſtaſte his fathers houſe, yea, forſakesall company, and many times pre= 
= © tending to walke in the Parke and Woods ; hee ſteales away privately to ſee his new 
e & Miſtrefle. Hee viſits heroften, but eſpecially when her father is at market, and gives 
- her Gloves, Lawne, and filke girdles, yea hee never comes to her, but brings her ſome 
y onft and preſent, thinking thereby the ſooner to obtaine his deſire : bunt as yet hee is 
s Þ ſtill deceived : foralthough thee be humble and ſimple , yet ſhe is chaſt, and will not 
o | hearken to his allurements and inticements. Had 7oſſelina continued conſtagg in this re- 
4 & ſolution,her life would have proved more happy,and her death lefle mournfull. 

1 Mortaigne perceiving Toſſelina's coyneſle and obſtinacy, is thereat no way the les, but 
r | rather far the more inſnared and inflamed with her beauty, and now perceiving, that al 
- | his Viſits, Gifts, Speeches and prayers worke no deſired effect, he hath recourſe to that 
d | old fallacy and ſubtil invention,wherby fo many ſilly maids are abuſed and deceived; 
>, | heevowes, thatif ſhee will permit him toenjoy his deſire, hee will marry her,not- 
e | withſtanding that their birth and qualitie were ſo unequall and different : atid this, 
- | and onely this battery and allurement, was that which vanquiſhed 7oſſelina's Chaſtitie, 
who, poore girle, caught with this ſnare, in hope to be a Gentlewoman, ſhooke hands. 
s | withher cntklen-tionk which ſhee ſhould have prized and eſteemed farre more pre- 
r- | cious then herlife - but ſhee ſhall pay deare for this her folly 5 for ſhee ſhall live Mor- 
is. | tafere's ſtrumpet and never dye his wife. 
2 Mortaiene hath now his deſire of 7oſſe/;zza 5 and for the fruit of this their unchaſt 
e | pleaſure, inſhort time her belly ſwells : Mo//ardher father diſcovers the Pad in the 
}, | firaw : heegrieveshereat, teares his white hayres, and vowes, hisdaughters infamy 
will ſhorten his dayes : he torments her with reprochings and threatnings, ſo asſhee 
2s | can findno reſt, or tranquillity in his houſe: ſhee advertiſeth Mortaiene hereof, and re- 
= _ hisaffiſtance, in this her affliction : Mortazgne by night ſteales het away , and 
ſends her ten leagues off from Dxrency , placing her in a poore Kinfmans houſe ofthis, 
2, | where ſheeis delivered of a young Sonne - Bur ſhee ſhall ſhortly ſee (with repentance 
what it is to have a child e'rea husband. In the meane time ſhee feedes het ſelfe wit 
re | hope, that Mortaigne will ſhortly marry her, but he reſolves nothing leſle : for the 
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Gallants of theſe times ( who build their triumphs upon the ſhipwracke and ruines of 
maidens honour)will promiſe any thing, ere they enjoy their delire, but performe no- 
thing,when they have obtained it, but rather ſpurne at thoſe pleaſures, as at Noſegaies 
which they delightin in the morne,and throw away ere night. 

.- Calintha, (Mortaigne's Mother ) all this while knowes nothing of theſe occurrences 
betwixt her ſonne and 7oſſeliza, and deſires to ſee him married, that thee might have 
the felicity to ſee her ſelfe a Grandmother : to which end, ſhe reſolves to ſecke a wife 
for him 3 and makes amotion to Morſferr de Vaſſy, the Seneſhall of ls Þalifſe, to match 
her ſonne with Madamoyſele Ia Uarina his onely daughter. De V fy diſlikes not this 
motion, the young folkes ſee and love : ſoas in all humane ſence and outward appea- 
rance, it ſeemes a ſhort time will finiſh and conclude this match - But it was otherwiſe 
determined 1n heaven. | 

This newes doth amaze and terrifie 7oſſelina: but as misfortune ſeldome comes alone, 


ſhee likewiſe that very inſtant underſtands that Moara her father (for very griefe of | 


her foule fact is dead, and hath diſ-inherited her, leaving her nothing but the memo- 
of her ſhame, for her porticn and dowry, and onely repentance to comfort her : 
And this indeed is the forerunner of her futurc miſery; Wherefore now if ever, it 
is for her to looke to her ſelfe and well fare, to whichend ſhee reſolves to write Mor- 
tajigne a Letter,to put him in minde of his promiſe,and to take compaſlion of her pover- 
; being already reduced tothis miſery, that ſhe hath not wh-rewithall to maintaine 
her ſelfe and child : her ſaid Letter (word for word ) I thought good to iniert here, 
becauſe the ſubſtance and peruſall thereof deſerves both pitty and compaſiion. 


| JOSSELINA to MORTAIGNE- 
Yo have bereaved me of mine honour, the which (had Thadas mmch grace as vanity) Tſhould 
have eſteemed farre dearer and precious then my life.Y our prontije to make me your wife,was 
the onely lure, which drew me to conſent to that error and folly, at the remembrance whereof I 
grieve with ſhame, and ſhame with repentance, eſpecially ſith T ſee you are ſo jarre from perfor= 
ming it, as you hate me,inſtead of loving me : let th: ſweetneſſe of my youth, and the freſhneſſe of 
my beauty ( which with many oathes you proteſted you both admired and adored) judge whether 
T have deſeryed this diſcourteſie ofyon © but it is a- juſt puniſhment for my ſrme,and now I finde 
too late, though formerly would not believe, that the fruits of pleaſure arc bitter, reſembling 
thoje Pils that ſeeme ſweet to the Pallat but prove poyſon to the ſtomacke : and may all maydens 


beware by my example. If you will not advance my fortunzs, yet ſeeke not to make ſlipwracke of | 


my life,as you have done of my chaſtity: you know, my father is dead,and with him all the meanes 
which-iz this World I can either hope or expe&,as well for the maintenance of my ſelſe,as of your 


Sonne, except from your ſelfe, the which with millions of ſighes and teares, Tbeg and beſecch you 


afford ns, and if not for love to me, at leaſt jor pitty to him © if you willnot grant me the honour 
to be apiece of your ſelfe, yet in nature, you cannot deny but your little ſoxne is not onely your 
pi@ure, but your image : therefore if 5ou will not affe me for his ſake,at leaſt doe him for mine, 
and thinke,that as it will be an extreame ingratitude in you, not to give her maintenance, who 
hath given you aſonne, ſo it will be extreame cruelty, not to allow that poore babe wherewithall 
tolive:ſith he hath received both his being and life of you:but T hope you will prove more natural 
to him,and more charitable tomy ſelfe * otherwiſe reſt aſſured, that ſuch diſreſpe& and unkind- 
eſſe will never goe long, either unpittied of men,or unpuniſhed of God. 


TOSSELINA. 


Toſſclina having penned this Letter to Mortaigne, ſhe deſirous to draw hope and afſi- 
ſtance from all parts, thinkes it fit likewiſe to write another to Calintha his Mother, to 
the ſame effe&:the which ſhe doth,and ſendsit by a confident meſlenger,with expreſſe 
charge to deliver them ſeverally : the tenor thereof is thus: | 
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Hiſt. II. Mortaigne and loſſelina: 


IOSSELINA to CALINTHA. 


Know not inwhat tearmes either to relate you my misfortune, or reveale you my miſery: eſpe- 
1 fith mine owne folly and undiſcretion gave life to the firſt, as your ſonne Mortaigne's 
ingratitude doth to the ſecend, had Theene as wiſe as now ſorrowfull, or as chaſte, as now reper= 
tant, or which is more,had I not then loved him,as mmch as he now hates me, I need not bluſh as 
1doe,to write to you, that his promiſe to make me his wife, hath made me the unfortunate 10> 
ther of a young ſonne whereof he is the unkind father : I may well tearme my ſclfe unfortunate, 

ſth Tno ſooner loſt mine honour, but my Father, who,for his diſpleaſure of my ſhame and folly, 
gave all his meanes from me, which before right and nature had promiſed me : and I may juſtly 
terme your ſonne Mortaigne nnkinde, fith he not onely refuſeth to marry me, but alſo to allow 
maintenance, either for my ſelfe or his chil4. Tt is therefore to you, wanting and diſpairing of 
all other meanes, friends and hopes, that with zany bluſhes and teares, I preſume to acquaint you 
with the poverty of my fortune, and the richneſſe of my miſery, the which I humbly requeſt you 
both to pitty andreleive : at leaſt if you will not, that your ſonne may, who is the cauſe thereef 
my love to him hath not deſerved your hatred to me : and therefore in exculing my folly, or ra- 
ther if you pleaſe,my youth, T hope you will ve ſo charitable to the poore babe my ſonne,that Tſhall 
not want for his ſake, nor he for bis fathers : or if you will frowne,ana not ſmile on me, but ra- 
ther triuwph to ſee me languiſh and faint under the burthen of my poverty,yet vouchjafe to excuſe 
his innocency, though you condemne mine errour © and ſo, if I mnſt dye miſerably.at leaſt let me 
carry this one content t0 my grave, that I may be jure he ſhall live happy. Nature cannot deny 
this Charity,and Grace will not excuſe that cruelty. | 


TOSSELINA, 


Whiles 7oſelina flatters herſelfe with hope , that theſe Letters will procure her her 
deſire and comfort,Mortaigne and Calintha his mother receive them. As for Mortaigne 
hee like a baſe Gentleman (whoſe curteſy was now turned into inhumanity) as much 
triumphs in his owne ſinne , as rejoyceth in 7oſelinz's fooliſh ambiticn and poverty. 
It 15a felicity to him tothinke, that he hath abuſed her youth, and betrayed her cha- 
{tity : and therefore hee now reſpecteth her fo little , or rather diſ-reſpecterth herſo 
much, as her ſhame is his glory 3 her miſery his happineſfle 3 and her affliction, his 
contnet ; yea he no more thinkes of her, but with diſdaine and envy : for the beauty 
Varina hath quite defaced and blotted out that of 7ſlina, neither doth this cruelty 
of Mortaigne endinher, butit beginnes in the pretty babe his ſonne : for he ſo farre 
degenerateth from the lawesand principles ot Nature, as hee not onely hates the Mo- 
ther for the childes ſake, but the child for his mothers fake : yea heeis ſo farre 
from giving either of them maintenance, or both content, as hee ſcornes the Mother, 
and will no way either owne or relieve the child : and fo burning his Letter, and fors 
getting the contents thereof , he very ingratfully and cruelly refolves toanſwer it 
with {:lence, and thisis the beſt comfort which 7ofh;za and the poore young babe her 
{onne receive from Mortaigne. Butl feare the worſt is tocome. 

If 7offelina and her babereceive ſuch diſ-reſpect , and inhumanity from Mortaigze, 
it 15 to be feared and doubted, that they will meet with little better from his Morher 
Calintha, who no ſooner received and read her letter, but full of wrath and indignation, 
ſhee 1n diſdaine throwes it away from her : yea, her diſcontent and malice is fo infla- 
med againſt 7gelinaand her child, as fearing it may prove a blurre and blocke to Mor- 
taigne's marriage with Varina: ſheenot onely refuſerh to relieve them, burtis ſo cruell 
and inhumane , as ſhee wiſtheth them both in another World , as unworthy to live in 
this; but her choller is too paſlionate,and her Paſſions too unnaturall and cruell : for if 


ſhe would not relieve 79fel;na whom her ſonne Mortaigze had abuſcd, yetin pitty, 


yea in nature,ſhee ſhould have taken order,for the maintenauce of the child —_—_ her 
onne 
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ſonne had begotten - for if the Mother had deſerved her hatred, yet this poore babe 
was innocent thereof, and rather merited her compaſſion then her envy : or atlea {t, if 
there had beene any ſparke of humanity, grace,or good nature in her, if ſhe would not | 
have beene ſeene courteous and harberours tothem herſelte 3 yer ſhe might diſpence | 
with her ſonne.,and winke if he had performed it.But nothing leile; for her malice is ſo % 
great and her rage ſooutragious and unreaſonable, asſhe refuſeth it herſelfe,and com- 
mands him to the contrary - ſo as being once reſolute,not to caſt away fo much time to 7 
returne 7oſſelina an anſwer, ſhe atlaſt in a humour, wherein diſdaine triumphed over 
pitty, and mhumanity over charity, cals for pen and paper, and returnes her this bitter | 
and cruell anſwer. | 


———— 


CALINTHA to TIOSSELINA. 


H Avine beene ſo graceleſſe to abuſe my ſonne, I wonder how thou dareſt be ſo impudent, as to 
offend me with thy Letter,the which Thad once thought rather to have barnt then read:but 
1 finds it not ſtrange, that being defeFive of thy body, thou art ſo of thy jucigement to thinks, 
that ſith thine owne father gave all from thee, that I, who am a meere ſtranger to thee (as I wiſh 
thou hadſt beene to my ſonncſhould afford or give thee any thing:neither doth this reſolution of 
mine proceed from contempt.but charity, for as thou art awoman,T pitty thee,but as a trumpet, 
hold it no pitty to relieve thee. Now then, deſpairing of any hope for thy ſelfe, thon pleadeſt for 
thy bratzbut ſith he is the objeFof thy ſhame,as thou art that of my ſon,and withall the cauſe,why 
ſhould Tlooke on the childe with compaſſuon, ſith T neither can, nor will ſee the mother but with 
diſdaine and envyeThou complaineſt of thy misfortune and miſery, without conſidering that the 
Starres and Horoſcope of thy baſe birth never pointed thee out for ſo high an eſtate,as of a clownes 
daughter,to become a Gentlemans wife:but thou muſt adde ambition to thy diſhoneſty, as if one 
of theſe two Vices were not enough powerfull to make thee miſerable. Thou doeſt likewiſe taxe 
my ſonne of unkindneſſe towards thee,without conſidering that his love to thee. hath beene cruel- 
ty to himſelfe : for as thou art like to bay his familiarity with teares, ſo for ought I know, ray be 
thine with repentance: if thou expe& any comfort.,thou mnſt hope for no 6ther then this, that as | 
my ſone diſdaines t0 marry thee, ſo do I, that either my ſelfe or hereleive thee:looke then on thy 
ſelje with ſhame,on thy childe with repentance, whiles my ſonne and I wil: remember yebothwith 
contempt but neither with pity. | 
CALINTHA. 


Poore 1oſſelina having received and pernſed Caliztha's Letter,and ſeeing withall Mor- 
taiene ſoinhumane, as he diſdaines to write to her, for meere griefe, and ſorrow, ſhe, 
with her babe at her breſt,fals to the ground ina ſwoone,and had not the noyſe thereof 
advertiſed thoſe in the next roome to come to her aſſiſtance, ſhe had then and there en- 
ded her miſery with her life,and not afterwardslived to ſee and indure ſo many ſharpe 
aftliictions,and lamentable wants and misfortunes. 
 Alas,alas!ſhe hath now no power to ſpeake, but to weepe : yea, if her teares are not 
words, I am ſure her wordsare ſighes; for being abandoned of Mortaigre,and hated of ff 
his mother, ſhe is ſo pierced to the heart with the conſideration of that cruelty, and the V* 
remembrance of this diſdaine; as ſhe teares her haire, repents herlelfe of her former 
folly,and curſeth the houre that Mortaigne firſt ſaw her fathers houſe, or ſhee him : but 


this1s but one part of her ſorrowes and afflictions. Lo, here comes another, that is capa- Ec 
ble toturne her diſcontent into deſpaire, her deſpaire into rage and her rage,into mad- 2 
neſle. | | 

For by thistime Calintha underſtanding by her ſonne, where 7oſel.na reſided and Wh 
ſojourned, ſhe ſo ordered the matter, as when 7oſlinaleaſt thought thereof, ſhe andF ak 
her Babe ina darke and cold night is moſt inhumanely turned out of the houſe where 
ſhe was; yea, with ſogreat barbariſme and cruelty, as ſhee was not ſuffered to reſh 
either in the Hayloft, Barne or Stable, or any other place within doore3 but _ 
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macke craved meat:for it was now mid-night,and ſhee had eaten nothing lince noone: 
ſo pulling off her upper coate , ſhee wraps and covers her child as hot as ſhee could M ! 
who being faſt aſleepe, and Jaying it on the bed of leaves, thee goes from tree to - 


hedge, and gathers Blacke-berries,Slowes, and wilde CheſJenuts, wherewith in ſtead? 


68 


BS | 


of better Viands, ſhee ſatisfyed her hunger, and now ſhe ſees her ſelfe on the top of if * 
Hill, at whoſe foot ſhee perceived a River, and a great ſtony Bridge over it, the? 
which ſhee knew, as alſo that there was a little Village neere about a mile beyond® 
it, which indeede in the midſt of her miſeries afforded her ſome comfort. -SY 
backe ſhee hiesto her childe, which ſhee findes out by its crying, it wanting not oneh# | 
hisnipple but his Nurſe, and ſo with many kifſles takes it up in her armes, and hy 
towards the bridge, and from thence to the Village, which ſhee now remembers is ter- 
med /i/ſepont, where ſhee arrives at five of the clocke in the morning, and lodged he: 
{clfe in a very poore Inne, being extremely glad, and infinitely joyfull that ſhe had re 
covered ſo good a harbour. | | 
But money ſhe hath none to pay her expences, and to lye in Innes upon credit, isto 
bee ill attended,.and worſe look'd on : ſo ſhee is inforced, yea, faine to ſell away he 
Quazves, her bands, and her upper coate, to diſcharge her preſent occaſions. Poor: 
Toſſelina, how happy hadſt thou beene, if thou hadſt had as much wit and chaſtity , a 
beauty, orrather more chaſtity, and leſſe beauty ! But itisnow too late to remedy it 
though never torepent it. | 
Toſfelina knowing UVillepont to be but ſeven leagues from Dyrency(the pariſh where ſh 
was borne) isirreſolute whether to ſtay here, or to goe thither. Want of meane 
perſwades her to the firſt : but knowing that Mortaigze's love was turned to hatred 
and that it was dangerous for her to be neere his incenſed mother, ſhee reſolvesto 
ſtayin Villepont, and to write to her kinsfolkes and friends to aſſiſt her in this her mi h 
ſery and neceſſity. In the meane time ſhee is inforced to content her ſelfe with : 
poore little out-chamber , where there is neither chumney nor window , but onely: 
{mall loope whereinto the Sunne ſcarce ever entred, and yet ſhee 1s extreamely well > 
contented and glad hereof. h 
But wealth findes many friends,and poverty none:and yet, ſith diverſity of fortun 
is the true touchſtone of friendſhip, we may therefore more properly and truly terme 
thoſe our friends, who affiſt us1n ourneceſ{ity, and not who ſeeme to pleaſure usin 
onr proſperity:for thoſe are reall friends, but theſe verball:thoſe will performe more 
then they promiſeand theſe promiſe much,and performe nothing. . 
But Zoſſelinais ſo wretched and unfortunate, as ſhee findes neither the once nor the 
other to aſſiſt her in this her miſery : yea ſo farre ſhee 1s to receiue either meanes or 
promiſes, as nothing is ſent her , nor none will {ce her 5 ſo as miſerable neceſlity in- 
forceth her to report and divulge the misfortune of her fortune,and to complain to all, 
the world of Mortaiene's treachery,and of his Mother Calintha's cruelty; yea ſhe threa ( 
tens to ſend him his ſonne.,fith he will not afford her wherewith to maintaine it. I. 
This1snot ſo ſecretly carryed in Vz/eport,but De Vaſſye and Varina his daughter have . " 
newes hereof in LaPaliſſe, which occaſioneth her to grow cold in her afteGtion, and hee - 
in his reſpect to Mortazgnefo as al things decline,and there 1» little hope or appearance, Fu 
that this match ſhall goe forward. Mortaigye is too*clere-ſighted,to be blind herein © 
yea he preſently knowes , from what point of the compalic this wind commeth , anc 
1s fully poſſeſſed, that 79ſſelinais the cauſe of thele alterations and ſrormes : hee iseXx 
ceedingly inraged and inflamed hereat, and gives ſuch way to his paſtion and cholley, - 
as theſe obſtacles muſt be removed,and he vowes to deſtroy both 1effel,zza and her ſonnt * 
A bloudy reſolution, not beſeeming eithera Chriſtian , cra Gentleman : for was tt 
not enough for him to rob 7oſſe/iz:u of her kenour,, and toput a rape &n her Chaſiit 
and vertue,, but hee muſt hkewiſe bercave her of her lite, and fo adde Murther tohis Lo 
luſt ? Alas, what a baſe Gentlemanis this ? yea, how farre degencrates hee from 7 
true Gentility, to bee ſo cruell to her that hath beene ſo kindetohim ? Pur rhe Devil 
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grees with her Oſt La Pa/mza, and his aforeſaid Lackey La Yerdyre, to ſtifle her in her 
bed. The which, for two hundred franckes they performe, and bury her in hisgarden, 
ſhe being ſoundly {Jeeping,and poore ſoule, not ſo much as once dreaming of this her 
mournefull and lamentable end. What Tigers or monſters of nature are theſe 3 tocom- 
mit ſodamnablea Murther,as if there were no God in heaven to detect them.,nor earth 
nor hell to puniſh them ? 

But we ſhall ſee the contrary : yea, we ſhall ſee both the Murther, and the Muthe- 


{rersrevealed and diſcovered by an extraordinary meanes3 wherein Gods providence 
Jandglory will inoſt miraculouſly reſplend and ſhine. 


As ſoone as La Uerdureand LaPalma had Murthered our harmeleſle 7offelina, they 
both poaſt away to Darency, aſ\vell toacquaint Mortaigne herewith, as alſo to receive 
their money (whereof the one halfe was payd them.and the other due.) This newes 1s | 
loplealing tohim, as he cheerefully layes downe hispromifſe : and ſo they both frol- 
like it in the village, La Verdure making no haſt home to his Maſter Mortaigne, nor La 
Palma to his old wite Iſabella. | | | 

Inthemeane time(a month being paſt away)Mortajigne,hoping the way cleere and all 
that hindred him from obtaining his faire miſtres Varina; he pro-. 
{cures his father De Concye, and other of his friends to.ride to La Paliſſe 3 hoping to fi-, 
mih the match /betwixt LaUVariza and himſelfe : But he and they are inforced to ſee 
themſelues deceived of their hopes. For De /Vaſſy and his daughter having heard that 
Toffelina and her {onne were conveyed away, and could no morebe heard of,they (ſuf- 
petting , and fearing that which indeed was falne out) in plaine tearmes, give 
Mortaigne the” refuſall , who galled to the heart herewith, doth now hang downe 
his:head , and ſee his former bloudy errours and crimes 3 but itis too late, for the 
Lord hath bent his bow,and his Arrowis ready to Revenge them. . + + : 1 

Lz Palma underſtanding of Mortaigne's atrivall from La Paliſſe , thinkes it high _— 
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for him to leave Dyrency, and toreturne home to Villepont to his wife 7/abe/a, who be. 
ingan old woman, and hea young man; was not onely impatient, but jealous of his | 
long ſtay(which was well neere five weekes) and the rather for that he departed,as ſhe # 
thought, COU of Zofſelina:who becauſe ſhe was young and faire,ſhe vehemently |. 
fuſpe&ed, hehad finceentertained and ſtayed with. But this jelouſte of hers, God _ 


makes his inſtrument to diſcover this execrable Murther. | 


' For La Palmacomming home, his wife Jabella (as wee have heard) being incenſed | | 
with anger,and inflamed with jealoufie, gives him this bitter entertainement and wel- 7? 
come : La Palma(quoth ſhee) you were very unkind, ſo ſoone to forſake your Whore Toſlelt- 


na- - LaPalma being pierced to the quicke with this bitter ſpeech of his wife , like 
4 lewd fellow , gave her firſt the lye, and then tearmed her whore in ſpeaking it. 
She hath fire in her lookes, and he thunder in his ſpeeches. So after many bitter 
and ſcandalous injuries banded one to the other, ſhee addes rageto her words, and | 
hee a boxe on theeare to his choller, wherewith he fell'd heras dead tothe ground; 
yea, the ſervants, and all that beheld it, cry out amaine,asif her ſoule had already | 
taken her laſt farewell of her body. At this tumult the neighbours aſflemble , and | 
deeming 7/abe//a dead, they lay hands on La Palma her huſband, and carry him be- 
fore the Procurer Fiſcall of La Paliſſe, who was then in their Village of Yz#epornt, who | 
without further examination commits him to priſon, and ſo goes in perſon to vilit F 
Tſabella, who by this time 15a little recovered, but not freed from the danger of death: 
She relates him.all that had paſt betwixt her huſband and her felfe:asalſo of his depar- 
ture with 7oſſelizza,and of his long ſtay in Darenczadding withall, that he hath hereto- | 


fore many times beaten her,and now ſhe hopes,that this blow will not goe unpuniſhed: | 


yeazher rage, or rather Gods providencecarries her ſo far, asſhe conſtantly averres to 
the Magiſtrate,that if 7ofelina be not her huſbands ſtrumpet,the conſtantly beleives hee | 
is her Murtherer:and to conclude. faith that her ſervant-mayd Taqueta can ſay more. | 


Taqueta examined, faith, that the night before her Maſters departure for D#- 


rency , he was at mid-night in 7ofſeliza's Chamber , together with one La Verdure a ® 
Lackey, and that ſince 7oſſel;4a was neither ſeene nor heard of 3 and being farther de- | 
manded ifſhe knew whole Lackey La UVerdure was, ſheanſwered, he was Mounſreur 
Mortaignes Lackey, who was ſonne to Monr/renr de Coucy. The Procurer Fiſcall, con- | 
ſidering their ſeverall depoſitions, doth ſhrewdly ſuſpect there was more in the winde | 
then 1s yet diſcovered , he leaves Jabe//a, and goes to her huſband in priſon, and after | 
he had ſharply checked him for beating his wite , he inquiresand chargeth him with | 
theſe two poynts 3 Firſt, why he and Za Verdure were in Tofſelina's Chamber at mid- | 
night ? and ſecondly, what was become of her ,s fith ſince that time ſhe hath neither | 
beene ſeene nor heard of. | 

LaPalma isterrifyed and amazed with theſe demands (and farre the more , be- | 
cauſe he leaft expected them) the which apparently appeared inthe alteration of his | 
colour and complexion, which commonly bewrayes an inward perturbation of the 
mind and heart. He anſwereth not punQtually to thoſe poynts demanded of him : 
but runnes on with many bitter invectives againſt the rage and jeloufie of his wife: | 
and then being by the Procurer bid anſwer tothoſe two poynts he formerly demand- 
ed of him:he,after many frivolous and extravagant ſpeeches,denies that either heorLa 
Verdare were 1n Toſſclina's Chamber, and that he neither ſaw her departure, nor knew 
what was become of her,and withal prayes the Porcurer Fiſcallto free and releafe him 
of his imprifonment : but he ſhall.not eſcape at ſo cheape a rate. 

' FortheProcurer, being very familiar with Mounſienr de aw Colleagueand 
fellow-Iudge of La Paliſe , remembred that he had formerly heard him ſpeake of 
this Monſieur Mortaigne, wholately ſought his daughter La7arinain marriage ; 8 
alfoof his ceſs and rejecting this Zoſſclina, a Farmers daughter of Durency, by 
whom he had a baſe fonne : and now conſidering that at ſuch an ainialonablo hows 
his Lackey La Yerdure ſhould be in her Chamber in LaPalewa's houſe, and La Aki 
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himſelfe in his company , and ſhee never lince ſeene or heard of, he thinkes ther is 
me fire hid and covered intheſe embers , and thatthere is ſome deeper myſtery in 


” this buſineſle,which as yet was not revealed. 


Wherefore, like a wiſe Magiſtrate , he holds it fit, the ſame night to ſend La Pal- 


 japrivatly to La Palife, as allo his wife 7/abel/a and Jaquetator witneſſes, and tides 
' thither himſelfe , to fit upon his proceſle , with whom the Lievtennant of that juriſ- 
diction joyned 3 butfor Mounſtenr de Vaſſye the Seneſchall, he (for the regard hee 


; = bore to Mortaigne, becauſe hee vehemently ſaſpeted he hada deep and chiefe hand 
- © in this bulinefſe) would not be preſent, but purpoſely abſented himſelfe at a houſe 


Z of hisin the Countrey : the next morne Ls Palzais examined , as alſo thetwo wit- 
= nefſes, and 7aqueta1s confronted with him , who ſtands firme to her former diſpoſi- 


i tion : But he flatly denyes all. The Procurer andthe Lievtenant adjudge him to 


nN'S OE on BA Too. © 


XUM 


Z che Racke. Hee indureth the firſt torment, but at the ſecond he confeſſerh thathee and 


LaVerdure had {tifled , and murthered 7oſſelinain her bed, in his owne houſe, and had 
buried her jn his Garden, and that they were ſet a workeand hyred to doe it by Mown- 


| feur Mortaigne, who gave them two hundred Frankes to effect it. 


Loe here by the mercy and providence of God, L4 Palma's malice to his wife 


Z TebcÞa, and her jelouſie to him, hath diſcovered and brought to light this cruel) 
E and bloudy Murther, which was ſo ſecretly contrived and io cunningly and devilliſh- 
. © ly afted upon the body of 7ofel;na : But hers being diſcovered, Jet us likewiſe ſee 
_& howthatof her harmeleſle and innocent Babe is!ikewiſe brought to light. The two 
Z Tudges themſelves ride al night to Yi/eport,they ſearch the Garden.and finde the dead 
. © body of 7Zoſelina, having no other Winding-ſheet but her owne ſmocke. They ſend 

Z away the Provoſt toapprehend Mortaigne and his Lackey for this Murther, who meets 
E LaVerdurebythe way, and ſeizes Mortainee in his bed. 


They are ſeverally brought to La Paliſe, and firſt La YVerdureis confronted with 


Z LaPalma, whodenyes all : but they preſent his feet to the fire, and then hee confeſ- 
© ſethnotonely the Murther of 9*/;z2, butlikewiſe that of her infant ſonne, whom 
{ he firſt ſtrangled , and then threw into the River Lienon - and this, ſaid he, he did ar 
! the requeſt of his Maſter Mortaigne , of whom for his part and labour, he received one 
| hundred Frankes. 


Wee have here found two of theſe Murtherers : and now whatreſteth there, but 


| that thethird , whois the Authour, and as it were the capitall great wheele of theſe 
| bloudy Tragedies, be produced and brought to this Arraignement 2 The Procu- 
| rerand Lievtenant repaire againeto the Priſon, and charge Mortaigne with theſe two 
| bloudy Murthers : heknowes it is in vaine to deny it 'E 


th he 1s ſure his two exe- 
crable agents have already revealed it : therefore he aſhamed at the remembrance of 


| hiscruel and unnatural crimes,doth with many teares very forrowfully and penitent- 
| ly confelle all. 


It 3a happineſle for him to repent theſe Murthers; but ithad beene a farre greater, 
if he had never contrived and committed them:yea , the Tudges are amazed toheare 
the cruelty hereof, and the people to know it, and both ſend their prayſes and thanke- 
fulneſle to God, that he hath thus deteRed and brought them to light on earth. 

And now comes the Cataſtrophe of their owne Tragedies, wherein every one of 
theſe Malefactors receives condigne puniſhment for their ſeveral offences. 

La Palma 18 condemned to be hanged and burnt : La Yerdure to be broken on 
the Whecle, and his body to be throwne into the River Lienon : and Mortaiene, 
though thelaſt in ranke yet the firſtin offence, to be broken on the Wheele, his body 
burnt,and his aſhes throwne into the ayre:which Sentence,in the ſight of a great multi- 
tude of ſpectators,was on a market day accordingly executed & performed in La Palis. 

And this wasthe bloudy end of Mortaigne , and his two helliſh inſtruments, for 
murthering innocent Tſe, and her filly and tender infant : May all Maydenslearne 
by ther example to preſerve their chaſtities : and men, by LaVerdures and La Palma's, 
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not to be drawne to ſhed innocent blood for the Jucre of wealth ard meney 3 ard 
Mortaignes, to be leſle laſcivious, inhumane, and bloody : thereby to prevent ſocxe# 
crable a life,and ſo infamous a death. P 
| _ OnethingI may not omit : La Palma on the Ladder extreamely curſed the ma.” 
lice of his wife Jabe/a, who(ke ſaid) was the author of his death : andnoleſle did: 
La Verdure on the Wheele by his Maſter Mortaigne 3 but both of them were ſo deſpe 
rately irreligious, asneither of them conlidered that it was their former ſinnes, and the? 
malice of the Devill, to whom they gave too much eare, that was the cauſe thereof. # 
And for Mortaigne, after he had informed the world, that he extreamely grieved, 
that his Judges had not given him the death of a Gentleman, which was to hav 
beene beheadea, hee with many teares bewayled his infinite ingratitude, cruelty, and} 
unnaturalneſfle, both towards 7oſeliza, as alſo hisand her young ſonne : yet he prayel} 
the world in generall topray that God would forgive it him; and likewiſe requeſted 
the Executioner to diſpatch him quickly out of this life 3 becauſe he confefled hee waj 
unworthy to live longer. | 
Now let usglorifie our Creator and Redeemer, who continually makes a ſtrict in 
uiſion for blood,and a curious and miraculous inquiry for Murther : yea, letus botti 
7m him with love, and love him with feare, fith he is as impartiall in his juſtice, as inſt 
diſtributing his mercies. ; 
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ITRIVMPHS OF GODS 
"| REVENGE AGAINST THE. 
oof © —  Cryingand Execrable ſinne of Murther, _ 


: HISTORIE IV. 
” Beatrice-Toana, t0 marry Alſemero cauſeth de Flores to xmrther Alonſo Piracquo, who 
” as 4 ſuterto ber. Alſemero marries her, and finding de Flores and her in adultery, kills 
” themboth. Thomaſo Piracquo Challengeth Alſemero for bis Brothers death.Alſemero 

kills him treacherouſly in the field, and is beheaded for the ſame, and his body throws ints 

the Sea * At hisexecution he confeſſeth , that his wife and de Flores Murthered Alonſo 
' Piracquo - their bodies are taken up ont of their, graves, ther burnt , and their aſhes 


 - throwneznto the apre- | ets 


lth in the day ofIudgement we ſhall anſwer at Gods great 
Tribunall, for every lewd thought our hearts conceive, and 
idle word our tongues utter, how then ſhall we dare appeare 
(much leſle thinke ro ſcape) when wedefile our bodies with 
the pollution of adultery , and taint our ſoules with the inno- 
cent bloud of our Chriſtian brethren ? when, I fay, with 
beaſtly luſt and adultery, we unſanCtifie our ſanctified bodies, 
Ddf/2u%j*1| who arc the receptacles and Temples of the holy Ghoſt, and 
00 555%] with high and preſumptuous hands, ſtabbeat the Majeſty of 
God,by murthering of man, who is his Image? This 1s not the ladder to ſcale heavn,but 
the ſhorteſt way to ride poaſt to hell : for how can we give our ſelves to God , when 
in the heat of luſt and fume of Revenge, we ſell our hearts to the Divell 2 Bur did 
we ever love God for his Mercy , orfeare him for his Juſtice, we would then not 
onely hate theſe ſinnes in ourſelves, but deteſt them in others : for theſe are crying 
and capitall offences, ſeene in heaven, and by the Sword of his Magiſtrates brought 
forth and puniſhed here on earth. A lamentable and mournefull eaxample, whereof, I 
here produce to your, view, but not to your imitation : may we all readit to the re- 
| formation of our lives, tothe comfort ofour ſoules,and tothe eternall glory of that 


moſt Sacred and Individuall Trinity. 
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N 7alentia(an ancient and famous City of $p47ze) there dwelt one Dox Pedro de Alſe- 
mero,a Noble young Cavallier, whoſe father(Dox Inar Alſemero)being {]aine by the 
Hollanders in the Sea fight at G:bralter , he reſolved to addidt himlelfe to Navall and 
ſea actions, thereby to make hunſelfe capable to revenge his fathers death : a brave 

reſolution, worthy the affection of a fonne, and the Generoſity of a Gentleman ! - 
| E 3 : O 
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To which end he makes two voyages to the Weſt-Indies, from whence here. i c: 
turnes flouriſhing and rich',*which ſo ſpread the fayles of his Ambition, and hoyſted It 4 
his fame from top to top-gatlant, rhaFhis courage growing with his yeares, he thought © a 
_ attEm pt dangerous enough, if honourable, nor no honourenough glorious,except Zi 
atchieved and-putchaſed by danger. - In the aftions of Alaracheand Mamora, he ſhey- © t 
ed njany noble proofes and teſtimonies of his valour and proweſle, the which he cons & a 
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youthfull blond ,” and contemplating*often on the death of his father, he reſolves to | 
goe tO Validolyd, and to imply ſome Grando either to the King or to the Duke of Ley- | 
a, his great favorite, to procure hitn a Captaines place , and a company under the it a 
Arch-Duke Albertys,who at that time made bloudy warres againſt the Netherlanders, i { 
thereby to draw them to abedience : But as he beganne thus fute , a generall trace of MB 
both 1ides laid afide Armes, which (bythe mediation of Exgland and Fr.ce) was Y® 
ſhortly followed by a peace , as a Mother by the daughter», Which was concluded at Þ Þ 
the Hage by his Excellency of Naſſaw and Margnis Spinola, being chiefe commiſſioners 
of either party. . Alſemers ſeeing his hopes truſtrated , that the keyes of peace had a1 
now {hutup the Temple of Warre, and that Muſkets, Pikes, and corflets, that were "4 
wont to grace the fields, where now ruſting by the walls, he is irreſolute what courſe to'Þ F 
take, reſembling thoſe fiſhes who delight to live in cataracts and troubled waters, but Kg] 
die in thoſe that are ſtil and quiet : For he. ſpurnes at:the pleaſures of the Court, p* 
and refuſeth to hauntand'*frequent the' companies of Ladies : And fo not affeCting, Bw 
but rather diſdaining the pompe, bravery and. vanity of Countries, hee withdrawes 
himſelfe from Val;dolyd to Yakrtia,, with a noble and generousintent to ſeeke warres { P* 
abroad, fith he could tindnone at home, where being arrived, although he were pl 
often invited into the compant-s of the mol nan and honourable Ladies both af the $10 
City and Country : Yer histhoughts ranne ſtill on the warres, in which — 01A hi 
illuſtrious profeſſion, he conceived his chiefeſt delightand felicity:and ſo taking order d& 
for his lands and aftaires, he reſolves to ſee Maltathatinexpugnable Rampier of Mars, 
the glory of Chriſtendome , and'the terrour of Turkey, to ſee it he could gaine any IY« 
place of command and honour either in that Iland, orin their Gallies ; or ifnot, 

he would fromthence into Tranſtvania, Hungary , and Germany, to inrich his judge- 
ment and experience,by remarking' the ſtrength of their Caſtles and Cities, their or- UP! 
ders and diſciplinein warre, the Potency of their Princes, the nature of their Lawes Þ!P 
and cuſtomes, -and all other matters worthy the obſervation both of a Travellour $ 
anda Souldier : and ſo building many caſtles in the ayre, he comes to Alrcant , hoping 
to finde paſſage there for Naples, and from thence to ſhip himſelfe upon the Neapolitan. 
Gallies for Malta. | 1 

There is nothing ſo vaine as our thoughts, nor ſo uncertaine as our hopes - fox ® 

commonly they deceive us, or rather we our ſelves in relying on them, not thatGod of 


| 18any way unjuſt : (fortothinke fo, were impiety) but that. our hopes take falſe ob-U© 


jects, and have notrue foundation, and to imagine the contrary, were folly : the {e 
which A[ſemero findstrue : for here the winde doth oppoſe him, his thoughts fight 7 
and vanquiſh themſelves, yeathe providence of God doth croſſ: him in his intended 
purpoles.and gives way to that he leaſt intendeth. W 
For comming one morning to our Ladies Church at Myſſe, and being cn his knees 
in his devotion , he eſpies a young Gentlewoman hkewite on hers nextto him whoſ}© 
being young,tender and faire, he thorow her thinne vaile diſcovercd all the perfe@i- of 
ons ofa delicate and {weet beauty, ſhe eſpies him feaſting on the daintics of her pureſ© 
and freſh cheekes ; and tilting with the inviſible lances of his eyes, to hers, he js in-1!C 
ſtantly raviſhed and vanquiſhed with the pleaſing objec of this Angelica)l counte-||. 
nance, ar:d now he can no more reſiſt either the power or paſſion of love. t 
This Gentlewoman (whoſe name as yet wee know not) is young and faire , and 0 


Cantiot 


— 


[ & Hiſt:IV. Alſemero.and Beatrice-doana,..” 
| _” refraine from bluſhing, ,admiring to ſee him admire and bluſb.at her. 
ed 3 Alſemero dies 1n cOncelt with . 1jmnpaticney , that hee cannot injoy the happineſle 
to ſpeake with her ,- but hee ſees it in vaine toattempt it; becaule ſhee is 
the company of many. Lagies,, andhe of, many Cavaliers :. But Maſle- 


1 © him, that ſhe is Don. Diego de , ermanders's daughter, ;. hebeing Captaine of the 


lame houre.;,, | 


to | "SF ; ale | & of | : 6 da. » 4.x:0 Gb 23430 
nM Alemero hath the Fcetnelle of her beauty ſo deepely ingrayen inhis thoughts, 
he © and imprinted in hisheart., that; he vowes Beatr;ce-Joqua 1s hisMiftreſle ,. and he her 
re @ ſervant: yea,here His warlike re{olutionshavye end,and ſtnke ſayle;And now he leaves 


of i Zelova to adore Den 7,and boxjakes Mars, to follow.Cupid: yea, {o fervent is his flame, 
and ſo violentis his paſſion, as he can neither give nor. take truce of his thoughts, ill he 


"4 , 


hs be againe made happy with her ſight, and bleſſed with her preſence. 


af 'Thenexrmorne (as Lovers love not much reſt) Aſemero is ſrring very timely 
a4 © and hoping to finde;his Miſtreſſe; ; no other Church wall pleaſe:him but our Ladies, 
re @ norplace, but where he firſt and laſt ſaw her: : but ſhe1s mare zealous then himſelfe ; 
of For ſhee 1s firſtin theChurch , and on her knees to her devotion, whom. Alſemers 
ut © gladly eſpying,he kneelesnext to her : and having hardly the patience. tolet paſſe one 
ct.  poore quarter of an houre(he reſolving as yet ro conceale hisname)like a fond Lover, 
ſe greateſt glory 151n complements and Courting his Miſtris,he boards her thus : 
7&8 Faire Lady, it ſeemes , that theſe twq mornings my devotions have beene more 
-o5 powerfull and acceptable then. heretofore, ſth L have had the felicitie to bee 
re {placed next fo faire and ſolweeta Nymph as your ſelfe, whoſe excellent beauty hath 
he {fo ſodainely captivated mine eyes,and lolecretly, rayiſhed my heart, that he which 
ad Yheretofore rejected, cannotnow reſiſt the. power i bore Parent 
er {ded my devotion I beſeech youexcuſe me, if T beginge to pray you to take pittie of 
mee : ſith my flame is fo fervent, and my affection 1s {0 paſſionate, as either I myſt live 
yours,or not dye mire OWne. dee 1s i 
ot, | Beatrice-Toana could not refraine from bluſbing under her vaile,to ſee an unknowne 
'o= (Cavalier board herin theſe tearmesin the Church. : and as ſhe gave attentive eare tg 
*"_ flhis ſpeech , ſo ſhee could not for a while refraine from glancing hereye upon the 
es {ſpruceneſſe of his perſon, and the ſumptuon ſneſle of his apparel! : but atlaſt, accuſing 
1x her owne ſilence, becauſe ſhee would give him no cauſeto condemne it, ſhee with a 
modeſt grace,and a gracefull modeſty,returnes him thisanſwer ;; Si ocn tte 


* who 


rs; 
n 


Fri Sir,as your devotions can neither be pleaſing to God, nor | —mpmian to your ſoule, 


if in this place you account it a felicity to enjoy the ſight of ſo meane a Gentlewo- 
For (an as my (clfe, ſo I cannot repute it to affection but flattery , that this POOre beauty 
4 flofmine (which you unjuſtly paint forth m.rich prayſes) ſhould have power either to 
þ. captivate the __ which 1s more, to raviſh the heart of ſo noble a Cavalier as your 
hefſſelfe. Such vidtories are reſerved for thoſe Ladies, who areas much your equall, as] 
he your inferiour:and therefore direCting your zeale to.them, if they find- your-affeQion 
Ld ſuch as you profeſſe to me,no doubt regarding your many vertuesand merits, they 

will in honour grant you that favour which I in modeſty am conſtrained todeny you. 
Fae Alſemero (though a novice inthe art of Love) was not ſoignorant and cowardly 
hofto be pur off with her firſt repluſe and refuſal, but rather ſeeing that the perteCtiqns 
ol of her minde correſponded with thoſe of her beauty , he reſolves now to make a triall 
«of his wit and tongue, as heretofore he had done of his courageand {word : and fo 
joynes with her thas : | | 
| Irisa pretty Ambition in you, ſweet Lady, to diſparage your beauty, that thereby 
it may ſeeme the fairer; as the Sunne , whoappeares brighter by reaſon of the nights 


q || obſcurity : and all things are beſt,and more perfectly diſcerned by their contraries: but 
| cannot 


dts 
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I cannotcommend, and therefore not excuſe your policy, or rather your diſtel] pet, to 
fight and poaſt me over from your ſelfe, whom Ilove, to thoſe Ladies I neither knoy 
nor defjre , ' which in effect is to give me a cloud for J#10. No, no, itis onely to you 


and to no other that] prelentand dedicatemygſervice' : and therefore it will be ann. 
pRg- as unworthy my receiving,as your giving, thatT ſhould bethe objetof you 


iſcourteſie- fith you are that'ofmy affeftion.** - | 
To theſe ſpeeches of Alſemero Beatric-Toma returnes this reply: | 


It is not for poore Gentlewomen'of my ranke and complexion, either to bee am 


. bitious, , or politike\* exceptitbe to keepe themſelves from the ſnares of ſuch Cay. 
hers as Fourſelfe, who (for the moſt part) under colour of affeftion, aymeto erect the 
trophees of your defires upoythe tombs of our diſhonours - onely I fo much hate 
ingratitude, as you being to'mee a ſtranger, charity and common courteſie command, 
me to thanke you for the 'proffer of your ſervice - the whichI can no way eithe; 
deſerve or requite; except in'my devotions ana prayersto God , for your glory and 
Popper MR... . 

- *'Asſhee had ended this her ſpeech, the Prieſt ends his Maſſe ; when Alrmero ari. 
ſing, advanced to lift her up from kneeling,and ſo with his hat in his hand( equeſ\tring 
her fromthe crowd of people, who now began todepart the Church)he ſpeakes to het 
to this effect : A 14 4a | a 

Faire Ladie, asTknow youto be the Ladie Beatrice-Joana, daughter to the noble 
Knight Doz Dzego de Verxranderos , Captaine of the Caſtle of this Citie : ſo I being; 
ſtranger to you, [ admire that you offer ſo voluntary an injurie to your judgement and 
my intents as to peryert my atfection and ſpeeches to a contrary ſenſe : but, my inno- 
cencie hath this conſolation, that my heart1s pledge for my tongue.and my deeds ſhal 
make my words reaM. In the'meanetime, fith you will give me no place in your 
heart.T beſeech you to lend me one in yourCoach.,and beat leaſt ſo courteous,asto ho 
nourme;in acecpeng my company to conduct you hometo your fathers Caſtle. 

Beatrice-Toana, calling to minde the freeneeſle ofher ſpeeches, and the ſharpneſſedf 
hisanſwer, not bluſhing for joy, but now looking pale for ſorrow, repents her ſelfe 0 
her errour,the which ſhe ſalves up the beſt ſhe could in this Reply : ” 

Noble Sir, when I am acquainted as well with your heart as with your ſpeeches, | 
ſhall then not onely repent, but recant mine errour, in judging your ſelfe by others in 
the meane time, if I have any = wronged your meritsand vertues, to give you ſome 
part of ſatisfaction, if you pleaſe to grace me with your companie to the Caſtle , (al- 
though it be not the Cuſtome of Alcant)T do moſt kindly and thankfully accept ther- 
of : when Alſemero giving her many thankes, and kiſhng his hand, he takes her |:y the 
arme.and ſo conducts her from the Church to her Coach. 

It is both a griefe anda ſcandall to any true Chriſtians heart, thatthe Church or- 
dained for thankeſ-giving and prayer unto God , ſhould be made a Stewes, or at 
leaſt,a place for men to meet and Court Ladies : but in all parts of the Chriſtian world, 
where, the Romane religion regneth , this ſinfull cuſtome is frequently, practiſed, 
eſpecially in 7taly and Sparre,where, forthe moſt part,men love their Courtizans bet- 
ter then their God : and it were a happinelle for France, if her popiſh Churches were 
freed of this abomination, and her people of this impiety.But againe to our Hiſtory. 

Wee will purpoſely omit the conference which Alſexzero and Beatrice-Toana had in 
the Coach , nj allow them by this time arrived tothe Caſtle : where firſther ſ&lfe; 
then the Captaine her father, thanke him for his honour and courteſie : in requi- 
tall whereof , he ſhewed him the rarities and ſtrength of his Caſtle, and after ſome 
ſpeeches and complements betweene them , he was fo happy as to kitle Beatrice-10.1124, 
Þut had not the felicity to entertaine her : and ſo he departs, his Lackey attending him 
with his Gennet tothe counter-ſcarfe. © So home he rides to his lodging , where, 
whilesthe winde holds contrary , we will a little leave him to his thoughts, and they 
toreſolye in what fort he might contrive his ſute for the obtaining of his new add 
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HiR.LV. Alſemero and 'Beatrice-7 oana. 


Qirz MiſtceT> Beatrice-Dant, anllikewilc her ſelfe, to muſe upon the ſpeeches and 
extraordinari2 courtelies, which this unknowae Cavallier attoarded her,and begin to 


ſp:ake of Don Alonſo Piracquo, arich Cuvallier of the Citie, who unknowne to Alſeme- 


E 72, was hisrivall and competitor , in likewiſc ſeeking and courting Beatrice-10an for 
E his Miſtre{l> and wife. | 


This Piracquo being rich both in lands and money , and deſcended of one of the 


chiefeſt and1 nobleft Families of Alicant , by Profeſiion :a Courtier , and indeed (to, 


give him hisdue)a Cuvallier indued with many brave qualities and perfeQions, was fo 
highly beloved , reſpected and eſteem2din that Citie, as the very faireſt and nobleſt 
young Ladies were» with much re{peCtand affection, proffered him in marriage by 
their parents : but there was none either ſo precious or P—_ to his eye, as was our: 
Beatrice-Toana, Whom he obſerved for beauty to excell others, and for Majeſtie and 
or1c2t5 C rpaſle her ſelfe, and indeed he could not refraine from loving her, nor be 
perſwaded or drawne toaffe&t any other : ſo as he ſetled his reſolutton either to have 
her to his wife, ornot tobe the huſband of any. Yea, heis ſo earneſt inhisfute , as 
ſcarce any one day paſleth, but he is at the Caſtle. NL 

Vermand:rothinkes himſelte much honoured of him, in ſeeking his daughter, yea, 
hee receives himlovingly, and entertainzs him courteouſly 3 as knowing it greatly 
for her preferment, and advancement : and fo gives Piracquo many teſtimonies of 
hisfavour, and many hopes that he ſhall prevaile and obtaine his Miſtreſle. But Bea- 
trice-Toanr ſtands not ſo affetted to.him, rather ſhe receives him coldly 3 and when 
he beginnes his ſute to her, ſhe turnes the deafe eare, andnever an{wereth him, butin 
generall tearmes : onely not peremptorily to diſobey her parents, ſhee ſeemes:to 
be pleaſed with his company, and yet ſecretly in her heart wiſheth him father 
from her. 

But P7racquo flattering himſelfe in his hope, and as much doating on Batrice- Toan's 
beauty, as herelyes on her fathers conſtant affeCttion to him, he is ſo farre from gi- 
ving over his ſute to her, as hecontinueth it with more earneſtneſſe and importumnity, 
and vowes that he will forſake his lite ere his Miſtreſle. : but ſometimes we ſpeake 
true, when we thinke we jeſt : yet he findes herone and the ſame : for although 
ſhe were not yet acquainted with A!/exzero , yet ſhe made it the thirteenth Article of 
her Creed, that the ſupreame power had ordained her another huſband,and not 7irac- 


quo : yea, atthar very inſtant the remembrance of Alſemers quite defaced that of Pi- , 


racquo, ſo that ſhe wholly refus'd her heart to the laſt, of purpoſe toreſerve and give 
it tothe firſt : as the ſequall will ſhew. 


Now by this time Yer-indero had notice, and was ſecretly informed of Alivzreros af- 


fection to his daughter,and withall,that ſhe liked him farre better then Piracauo:which 
newes was indeed very diſtaſtefull and diſpleaſing to him, . becauſe he perfe&ly knew 
that Piracqguo's meanes far exceed that of Al/emeero. Whereupon conſidering that hehad 
given his conſent, and ina manner ingaged his promiſe to Piracqno : he," t6 prevent the 
hopes, and to fruſtrate the attempts of Altxrero, leaves his Caſtle tothe command of 
Don Hugo de Valmarino his ſon,and taking his daughter Beatrice-Icaza with him ,. hein 
his Coach very ſodainely and ſecretly goes to Briamata:a faire houſe of his. ten leagues 
from Alicant:-where he meanes to ſojourne, untill hee had concluded and folemnized 
thematch betwixt them:But he ſhall never be ſo happy.as to ſee it effeted. * © 
At the newes of Beatrice-Ioana's departure, Al exzero is extreamely perplexed and 
forrowfull, knowing not whether it proceed from her ſelfe, her father, or both x vea, 
this his griefe 1s augmented, when he thinkes on the ſuddennefle thereof, which hee 
feares may be performed forhis reſpect and conſideration - the ſmall acquaintance 
and familiarity he hath had with her , makes that he cannot condemne her of un- 
kindnefſe : yet ſith he was not thought worthy to have notice ofher departure, hee 
againe hath no reaſon to hope, much lelietoaflure himſeife ofher affe tion towards 
him : he knowes not how to reſolve theſe doubts. norwhat to thinke or doe in x 
mat= 
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F 
matter of this nature and importance : for thus he reaſoneth with himſelfe ; if hee 8 th 
ride to Briamata,he may perchance offend the fatherzif he ſtay at Alicart, diſpleaſe the MW ſh 
daughter :and although he be rather willing to runne the hazzard of his envy,then of 7 at 
her affeGtion , yet he holds it ſafer to be authoriſed by her pleaſure, and to ſteere ®* de 
his courſe by the compaſle of her commands : Hee therefore bethinkes himſclte of a | nd 
'meanes toavoyd theſe extreames, an1 ſo findes outa Channell to paſle free betwixt © 
that 5y//a and this Carybdis 5 which 1s, to viſit her by Letters : he fees more reaſon to 
embrace, then toreject thisinvention, and ſo providing himſelfe of a confident mel: 1 


Am 
: 
2 
Wong 


ſenger his heart commands his pen to fignifie her theſe few lines : | P ; 
Z = 
ALSEMERO to BEATRICE-TOANA. ” 


' A &5 long as your were in Alicant,7 deemed it a heaven upon earth,and being bound for Mal- © 
ta a thouſand times bleſſed that contrary winde which kept me from embarking and ſay- bs 
ling fromyou : yea, ſo ſweetly did Taffet, and ſo dearely honour your beanty, as T entered ints © 
areſolutionwith my ſelf, to end my voyage ere I beganne it , andto beginne another, which 1 ® 
feare will end me. Tf you demand, or deſire to know what this ſecond voyage is , know, faire © 
Miſtreſſe, that #ry thoughts are jo honourable, and my affeFion ſoreligious, that it is the ſeeking ©. 
of your favour, and the obtayning of your ſelfe to my wife , whereon not onely my ſortunes , but © 
any life depends. But how ſhall Thope for this honour , or flatter my ſelfe with the obtaining © 
of jo great a ſelicity , when T ſee yon have not onely left mee, but which is worſe,as Tunderſt ani, E 
the City for my ſake © Faire Beatrice-Loana,if your cruelty will make me thus miſerable, T have | 
20 other conſolation left me to ſweeten the bitternes of my griefe and misfortxne,but a confident 


hopethat death will as ſpeedzly deprive me of my dayes,as you have of my joRts. 4 : 
ALSEMERO. _ = cc 


27 74 

Iknow not whether it more gneved Beatrice-Toanatoleave Alicant , withoutxtaking E Pi 
her leave of Aſemero, then ſhee doth now rejoyce toreceive this his Letter : for as © d 
that plunged her thoughts inthe hell of diſcontent , ſothis raiſeth them to the hea- Z P 
'ven of joy : and asthen ſhe had cauſeto doubt of his afteftion , ſo now ſhe hath not ®! Þ 
onely reaſon to flatter, but to aſſure her ſelfe thereof:and therefore,though ſhe wil not | fe 
ſeeme at firſt togrant him his defire;yet ſhe is reſolved to returne him an anſwgr, that If © 
may giveas well life to his hopes,as praiſe to her modeſtie.Her Letter is thus : | : 


4 


I 
He 


w So, 4s 
w__ Fay. 


\ 5 
BEATRICE-IOANA to ALSEMERO. 


A $ I have many reaſons to be incredulows , and not one to induce me to belceve, that ſs - 
—Þ poore a a. of mine, ſhould have power to ſtope ſo brave aCavallier (as your elſe) from © 9 
ending ſo honourable a Voyage as your firſt, or to perſwade you to one ſo ſimple as your ſecond; | "* 
fo Tcawnot but admire, that youin your Letter ſceke me for your Wife, when in your heart,7 pre- || "! 
ſnme, you leaſt deſere it : and whereas you alledge your life and fortunes depend on my favour 31 
thin ke you write it purpoſely, either to make tryall of your owne wit , or of my indiſcretion, by ÞÞ © 
ende avoring to ſte whether T beleeve that which exceeds all beliefe 5 now as it is true, that 1 | 
have left Alicant, ſoit 3s as trae , that I left it not any way to affli& you, but rather to obey my | © 
father © for this Tpray beleeve , that although I cannot be kinde , yet Twill never be crucllts | 
gou:Lzve therefore your owne ftiend,and Twill never dye your enemy. 


BEATRICE-IOANA 


ef) 

ThisLetter of Beatrice-Foang, gives A iſezrero much deſpaire, and little hope : yet || ® 
though hee have reaſonto condg mne her unkindnefle, he cannot but approve her h 
modeſtie and diſcretion, which doth as much comfort as that affliit him : ſo his 
thought 
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tee WÞ thoughts are irreſolute , and withall ſo varible, as hee knowes not whether hee 
the Z ſhould advance his hand, or withdraw his penne againe, to write to his Miſtreſſe- But 
of 7 atlaſt, knowing that the excellencte of her Beautie , and the dignitie ot her Vertues 
ere ® deſerve a ſecond Letter : he hoping it may obtaine andeffeCt that which his firſt could 
F a - not,calls for paper,and thereon traceth theſe few lines : 


> 
RE 


to ALSEMERO to BEATRICE-IOANA. 


el- | 
7 VOuhave as mnch reaſon t0 aſſure your ſelfe of my affeFion .as Tto doubt ofyours : and if 
> Þ| Words andLetters, Teares and Vowes, are not capable to make you beleeve the ſinceritie of 


7 
7 
% 


ESE ty 


"0M 
PRE 7 © 


7 h into my heart , as my heart hath into your beantie , to theendyou might be both Witneſſe 

* and Tudge, if under heaven I deſire any thing ſo mnch on earth as to be crowned with the fe- 

© licitie to ſee Beatrice-TIoana wy wife , and Alſemero her husband £ But why ſhould I ſtrive 

© 70 perſwade that, which youreſolve not to belceve, or flatter my ſelfe with any hope,ſith Tſee 1 

* muſt beſo unfortunate to deſpair: I will therefore henceforth ceaſe to write, but never to love : 

irs IT and ſithit is impoſſible for me to live, IT will prepare my ſelfe to die, that the World may know, 1 
© havelolt amoſt faire Miſtreſſe in you,and you a moſt faithfull and conſtant Servant.in mee. 


i | myzeale,and the honour of my affetion : what reſteth, but that Twiſhyou could dive as deep- 
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(7 racquo, by his affection; ſhe thinkes it high time to informe Alemero with what im- 


t | , : 
+ & conveyes hum this Letter : | : 
; -. 


BEATRICE-IOANA to ALSEMERO. 


| A S it is not for Earth to reſiſt Heaven,nor for onr wills to contradi& Gods provMence,ſo1 
'%. cannot denie,bnt now acknowledge, that if ever I affeted any man, it is your ſelfe - for 
your Letters,proteſtations, and vonges, but chiefely your merits, andthe hope, or rather the aſſu- 
rance of your fidelitie, hath wonn” my heart,” ſom my ſelfe 10 give it you : but there afe ſome 
important conſiderations and reaſons, that inforce me to crave your ſecrecie berein, and to re- 
queſt. you,as ſoone as conveniently you 1#ay,to come privately hither to me « for Tſhall never give 
content to my thoughts, nor ſatisfaFFion to my minde, till T am made joyfull with your ſight.,and 
happy with your preſence. In ths meane time manage this affeFion of mine with care and diſ> 
cretion, and whiles you reſolve to make Alicant your Malta,T will exped and attend your com- 
| ming with much longing and impatiencie.To Briamata. | 


& 
4 
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BEATRICE-IOANA-. 


It is for no' others but Lovers to judge how welcome this Letter was to Al/e- 
mero,who a thouſand times kiſſed it, and as often bleſt the hand that wrote it : he had, 

| as we liave formerly underſtood, beenetwice in the Indies; bur now, in his conceipr, 
hehath found a farre richer treaſure in Spaize , I meane his Beatrice-Toarta, whom he 
elteemes thejoy of his life, and the lifeofhisjoy - butſhe will notprove ſo. Hee - 
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ſo inamoured of her beauty , and fo deſirous to have the feliciticot her preſence, x 
the Winde comming good, the S ip ſets ſayle for Malta, and hee (togivea colow 
for bis ſtay) f-ignes himſelfe ficke, fetcheth backe his Trunkes, and remaineth in 4+ 
cant : and ſo burning with deſire to ſee his ſweetly deare and dearcly ſweet Miftreſſe, 


he diſpatched away hiscor.fident Meſſenger to Briamata in the morning , to advertif: 


her that he will not faile to be with her that night at eleven of the clocke. ; 


Beatrice-Toana is raviſhed with the joy of this newes, and ſo provides for his com- D 
ming. Alſexrero takes the benefit of the night, and ſhe gives him the advantage vi 
a Poſterne doore , which anſwers to a Garden, where Dzaphanta her Wayting.# 
gentlewoman attends his arrivall. He comes : ſhe conducts him ſecretly thorowaſl 
Private Gallery into Beatrice-Joana's Chamber 3 where (richly apparelled) the very 
courteouſly aud reſpectfully receives him. At the beginning of their meeting they 
want no kifles ; which they ſecond with complements, and many loving conference, 
wherein ſhe relates him Prracquo's importunate ſute to her, and her fathers earneſtne, 
yea, ina manner, his conſtraint,to ſee the Match concluded betwixt them 5 hee be-W, 
ing for that purpoſe there, in her fathers houſe : Againe, after ſhe hath alledged and 
ſhowne him the intireneſle of her affection to himſelfe, with whom ſhe 15 reſolved to / 
liveand dye, ſheletsfall ſome darke and ambiguous ſpeeches, tending to this etted,M 
that before Piracquo be in another world, there 1s no hope for Alſexzeroto injoy her for 1 

p 
[ 


his wife in this. Lo here the firſt plot and defigne ofa lamentable and execrable mur-E 
ther - which wee ſhall ſhortly ſee acted and committed. # 
There needs but halfe a word to a ſharpe and quicke underſtanding. Alemer® ? 
knowes it1s the violence ofher affection to him, that leades her tothis diſreſpet® 
. and hatred to P7racquo, and becauſe her content is his, yea , rather its for his ſake, 
that ſhe will forſake Piracquo, to live and die with him 3 Paſſion and affection blin-i f 
ding his judgement , and beautie triumphing and giving a law to his Conſcience :W 2 
he freely proffereth himſelfe to his Miſtris, vowing , thathe will ſhortly ſend himaF 3 
Challenge, and fight with him3 yea, had he a honda lives, as he hath but one, hee ! 
is ready, iffſhe pleaſe, to expoſe and ſacrifice them all at her command and ſerviceſ 
Beatrice-Toana thankes him kindly for his affeftion and zeale, the which ſhe ſaith ſhelf 
holds redoubled by the freenefle of his proffer : but being loath that he ſhould hag © 
zard his owne life, inſeeking that of another, ſhee conjures himby all the love hee 
beares her, neither directly nor indirectly to intermeddle with Piracquo : but that hee 
repoſe and build upon her afieCtion and conſtancie - not doubting , but thee will 6 
prevaile with her father, that he fhall ſhortly change-his opinion, and no more 
perlwade her to affect Piracquo, whom ſhe reſolutely aftirmes, neither life nor 
death ſhall enforce her to marry.And to conclude,although the affirme, his preſence is 
dearer to her then her life ; yet the better and ſooner tocompaſle their deſires , ſhee| 
prayes him toleave Alicaxt, and fora while, to returne toYalentia, not doubting but} '! 
time may worke that, which perchance halte,or importunitie may never. Thus paſſing be 
over their kyiſles, & the reſt of their amorous confterence,he aſſured of her love,and ſhe 
of his affection, he returnes for Alicant, packes up his baggage, which he ſends before, 
and within Jeile then foure dayes, takes his journey for YValentia: where we will leave of 


hima while, to relate other accidents and occurrences : which (like Rivers into theſſ ©?! 
Ocean) fall within the compaſle of this Hiſtorie. | ry 
| re 


This meeting, and part of Alſemers's and Beatrice-Joana's conference at her father 
houſe of Briamata, was not ſo ſecretly carried and concealed, but ſome curious or tres 
cherous perſon neere him,or her,over-heare & reveals it-which makes her father/er} - 
zranderg fame and bite the lipzbut he conceales 1t from Piracquo:and. they ſtill continue 
therr intelligence and familiaritie : YVermandero telling him plainely. that a little mort 
time ſhall worke and finiſh his deſire ; and that fith his requeſt cannot prevaile with hi 
daughter,his commands ſhall.But he ſhall miſle of his ayme. 1 td 

There 1s not ſo great diſtance from Br;arpata'to Alicant, but ſome of the nobleſt g 
o! : 
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= icant to write him thisenſuing letter to Briazzata: 
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the cityareadvertiſed thereof: and one amonz the reſt, in great zealeand affection to 
Pira"qu2,l ecretly aquaints Don Thomaſo Prracquo his younger brother therewith 6. being 
| then 1n the citic of Alicart: who hearing of thisnewes,, whereof he imagined his bro- 


| ther was i2norant,loath that he ſhould any longer perſever in his preſenterrour,and to 
) prevent his Cature diſgrace, he like a faithfull and honeſt brother,takes occaſion from 


$ 
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Alſemero and Beatrice-Joana. 
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THOMASO to ALONSO PIRACQYO. 


£ [2 Fing more jealous of your proſperitie, then of mine owne and knowing it ntany times fe alls 


out, that Lovers loſe the cleareneſſe and ſoliditie of their judgement, in gazing and con- 
templat ing on the Roſes and Lillies of their Miſtreſſes beauties : I deſirous to prevent your diſ- 
grace, thought my ſelfe bound to ſignifie you, that T here nnderſtand by thereport of, thoſe,whoſe 
Beeches beare their perſwaſions with them, that your ſuite to Beatrice-Ioana js in vaine, and 
hee uuworthy of your affeFion, becauſe ſhe hath already contraded her ſelfe to Alſemero 
jour Rivall * I ar as jorry to bee the Herald of this newes , as glad and confident , that as ſhee 
bath matched your inferionr, ſo you are reſerved for her better : Wherefore Sir, recall 
your thoughts, terapt not 1mpoſvibilities , but confeer that the ſhorte$t errours are beſt 5 and 


W though you love hr well , yet thinke that at your pleaſure- you may finde varietie of Beauties, 
| whercuntohbers deſerves not the honour to doe hom.122.1 could give no truce to my thought«,til 


8 1 bad wctvertiſedyon hereof, and T hope either the n.ume of a brother, or your owne generoſitie, 
E will caſily procure pardon for my preſumption. 
i THOMASO PIRACQvVo. 

Piracquo, notwithſtanding this his Brothers Letter of counſell and advice, is fo 


.& farre from retyring in his ſute, as he rather advanceth with more violence and zeale : 
B and as many mens judgements are dazled and obſcureda little before their danger 
Z and misfortune, when indeed they have moſt need to have them ſound and cleare : 


$ lohee1s not capable to bee diſlwaded from re-ſearching his Miſtreſſe;/ but ratherre- 


& ſembleth thoſe Saylors, who are reſolute toendure a ſtorme, in hope of faire weather - 
:K but he had found more ſecurity and lefle danger, if he had imbraced and followed the 


counſel! that his brother gave him. For Beatrice-loarna ſeeing ſhe could not obtaine her 
deſire in marying Al/emeroe're Piracquo were removed, doth now confirme that which 
formerly [he had reſolved on, to make him away,, m what manner, orat what rate ſo- 
ever. And now, after ſhe had ruminated, and runne over many bloodie deſignes : the 
devill, who never flies from thoſe that follow him : proffers her an invention as exe- 
crable as damnable. Thcre is a gallant young Gentleman, of the Gariſon of the Ca- 
{tle, who followes her farther,that to her knowledge doth deeply honour,and dearely 


affect her : yea, ſhe knowes, that at herrequeſt he will not ſticketo murther Piracquo * 


his name is $7g70ur Antonio de Flores : ſhe isreſolute in her rage, and approves him to 
bea fit inſtrument to execute her will. | 

Now as ſoone as Ver-randero underſtands of Alſemers's departure to Valentia,he with 
his daughter and Piracquo returns from Briamatato Alicant : where, within three dayes 
of their arrivall,Beatrice-Toana,boyling ſtil in her revenge to Piracquo,which neither the 
ayre of the Country nor City could quench or wipe off ſhe ſends for de Fleres,and with 
many flattering ſmiles, and ſugred ſpeeches, acquaintshim with her purpoſe and de- 
lire, making him many promiſes of kindneſſe and courteſics, if he will performe it. 

De Flores having a long time loved Beatrice-loana,is exceeding glad of this newes, 
yea tceding his hopes with the ayre of her promiſes, he is ſocaught and intangled in 
the ſnares of her beauty , that he freely promiſesto diſpatch Piracquo 3 and fo they 
firſt conſult, and thenagree upon the manner how, which forth-with we ſhall (ce per- 
formed : to which end, de Flores inlinuates himſelfe fairely into Piracquo's Company 
and familiaritie as he comes tothe caltle z where watching his helliſh opportunitie, 


of heone day hearing P5r.ccquo commend the thickeneſle and (trength ofthe Walls, told 


the 
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him that the ſtrength of that Caſtle conſiſted not in the Walles, but in the Caſe2are, 
that were ſtored with good Ordnance to ſcoure the ditches. Piracquo very courteouſ] 


% 


prayes de Flores to be a meanes that he may goe downe and ſee the C aſemates. De Flory - 

y come to his lure,tells him itis now din. ® 
ner time, and the bell upon ringing : but if he pleaſe, he himſelfe will after dinner ac. 
Hee thanks 


like a bloody Faukner.ſecing Piracquo alrea 


company him, and ſheyw him all the ſtrength and rarities of the Caſtle. 


de Flores for this courtelie, and accepts hereof, with promile to goe. So hehies ing 


dinner,and de Flores pretending ſome bulineſle, walkes in the Court. 


Whiles Piracquo 1s at dinner with YVer-randero, de Flores is providing him of a blog. 


dy banquet inthe Eaſt Caſzzate, where, of purpoſe he goes, and hides a naked ſword 
and Ponyard behinde the doore. Now dinner beingended, 7iracquo findes our 4 
Flores ; and ſummons him of his promiſe : who tells him he is ready to wayt on him: 
{c away they goe from the Walles to the Ravellins, Sconces and Bulwarkes , and 
from thence by a Poſterne to the Ditches : and ſoin againetothe Caſemates , where 
of they have already viewed three, and are now going to the laſt, which is the The 
ter, whereon we ſhall preſently ſee afted a mornefull and bloody Tragedy. At the 


deſcent hereof De Flores puts off his Rapier, and leaves it behind him, treacherouſhF 
informing Piracquo that the deſcent is narrow and craggy. See here the policie andſ# 


villany of this devillifh and treacherous miſcreant. 
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Piracquo, not doubting nor dreaming of any treaſon, followes his example, and fff : 
caſts off his Rapier : De Flores leades the way, and he followes him 3 but, alas poor 


Flores opens the doore, and throwes it backe, thereby to hid his ſword an 

Hee ſtopes and lookes thorow a Port-hole,and tells him, that that Peece doth thorowh 
ſcowre the Ditch,Pracquo ſtoopes likewiſe downe to view it, when (O griefe to thinke 
thereon!)De Flores ſteps for his Weapons,and with his Ponyard ſtabes him thorow the 
backe,and ſwiltly redoubling blow upon blow,kils him dead at his feete, and without 
going farther, buries him there, right under the ruines of an old wall, whereoftha 
Caſemate was built. Loe here the firſt part ofthis mournfull and bloudy Tragedie. 

De Flores (like a graceleſle villaine) having diſpatched this forrowfull buſineſk, 
ſpeedily acquaints Beatrice-Ioara herewith, who (miſerable wretch) doth hereatin- 
finitely rejoyce , and thankes him with many kiſles 3 andthe better ta conceale thi 
their vild and bloody Murther, as alſo to caſt a miſt before peoples conceit and judge 
ments, ſhe bids him , by ſome ſecret meanes to cauſe reports to be ſpread : firſt, that 
Piracquo was ſeene gone forth the Caſtle gate 3 then, that in the City he was ſeene 
take ſage , and went (as it was thought) to take the ayre of the ſea. Bur this wit of 
theirs ſhall prove folly : for though men as yet ſee not this Murther , yer God in his 
due time will both deteCt and puniſh it. 

By this time Prracquo 1s found wanting , bothin the City and Caſtle , fo theſe afore- 
ſaid reports runne for currant, all tongues prattle hereof 5; Yermandero knowes not 
what to ſay , nor Piracquo's brother and friends what to doe herein : they every hour 
and munite expect newes of him, but their hopes bring them no comfort ; and x 
mong[t the reſt, our devilliſh Beatrice-Toaraſeemes exceedingly to grieve and mourne 
hereat. DonThomaſs Piracquo with the reſt of his friends, ſearch every corner of the 
City, and ſend ſcouts, both by land and ſea, to have newes of him. UVermancero the 


Gentleman, he ſhall never returne with his life:they enter the Vault of the __ Ir. 
Ponyard | 


Captaine of the Caſtle doth the like, aud vowes, thatnext his owne ſonne, he loved] 


Piracquo before any man of the world : yea, not onely his frends, but generally all 
thoſe who knew him, exceedingly weep and bewaile the abſcence and loſſe of this Cx 
valier : for they thinke he is drowned in the ſea. 

Now in the middeſt of this ſorrow, and of theſe teares, Beatrice-Toara doth e- 
cretly advertiſe her Lover Al/emeros hereof, but in ſuch palliating tearmes that there- 
by ſhe may delude and carry away his judgement from imayining thar ſhe had the 


. leaſtſhaddoy or finger herein : and withall prayes him to make no longer ſtay in Us 


lentia, 
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tulle , buttocomeaway to herto Alicant. Alſemero wonders at this newes, and to 
eaſe his faire Miltrefle, believes part thereof, but will never believe all; but he is 
E inflamed with her beauty, as her remembrance wipesaway that of Piracquo 3 when 
in-& Jetting pale a little tune , he makes his preparation for Alicant : but firſt he ſends 
26-8 the chicfeſt of his parents to Vermandero, todemand his daughter Beatrice-Toana n 
Sl marriage for him , and then comes himlelfe in perſon, and indifcreete and ho- 
1to@ nourable manner courts her Parents privately, and makes ſhew to ſeeke her publikely. 
= [nfine., after many conferences, meetings, and complements, as Alſexzero hath 
00 heretofore wonne the affeChon of Beatrice-Toana, fonowatlaſthee obtaines likewiſe 
ol the favour and conſent of Vermandero her father. And here our two Lovers, to their 
© 48 exceeding great content, and mntinne joy, are united, and bythe bond of marriage, of 
m:& wo perſons made one , their Nuptialls being folemnized in the Caſtle of Alicant with 
and much Pompe,State,and Bravery. 
res Having heretofore heard the conference that paſt betwixt Alſexrers and Beatrice- 
ea 70a:4 io the Church 5 having likewile ſcene the amorous Letters that paſt betwixt 
the them, from Alicant tO Briamata , and 'TOM B: 7amata to Alicant 5 and now conſidering 
uſhſf the pompe and glory of their Nuprialls, who would imagine that any averſe accident 
andÞ could alter the ſweetnefleand tranquillity of their affeCtione, or that the Sun-ſhine of 
| their joyes ſhould fo ſoone be eclipſed, and overtaken with a ſtorme? But God is as juſt 
d ff as ſecret in his decrees. | 
zorſ® For this marryed couple had ſcarce lived three moneths in the pleaſures of Wed- 
3 locke (which if vertuoutly obſerved 1s the ſweeteftearthly 5oy) but Aljemero , hike a 
{ fond huſband , becomes jealous of his wife 3 ſoas he eurbes and reſtraines her of 
herliberty , and would hardly permit her to conferre or converſe with , yea, farre 
les,to ſee any man:but this is notthe way to teach a woman'chaſtity:for if faire words, 
good examples and ſweete admonitions cannot prevaile,threatnings and im priſoning 
1n a chamber wil never;yea,the experience therof is daily ſeen,both in England,France, 
and Germany, where generally the Women uſe (butnot abuſe) their liberty and free- 
dome,granted them by their huſbands, with much civility,affetion,and reſped. 
Beatrice-Ioana bites the lip at this her huſbands diſcourteſy : ſhe yowes ſhe is as 
much deceived in hislove, ashe in his jealoulte , and that ſhee isas unworthy of his 
ſuſpicion, as he of her aticction ; he watcheth her every where, and ſets Spyes 
over her incvery corner : yea, his jealouſy 1s become ſo vielent, ashe deemes her 
unchaſt with many , yet knowes not with whom : butthis tree of Tealauſie never 
brings forth good fruit. She complaines hereof to her father, and 'prayes him tg; 
be a meanesto appeaſe an calme this tempeſt, which threatens the Shipwracke, not 
onely of her content , but (it may be) of herlife. Yermandero beareshimſclfe dif> 
creetly hereinzbut he may as foone place another Sunne in the Firmameht, as rogte out 
this fearefull frenzie out of Aljexrero's head:for this his paternall admonition1s ſo farre 
from drawing him to hearken to reaſon, as it produceth contrary effects; for now Alſe- 
mero, to prevent his ſhame-and {ccure his fea re-ſuddenly provides a Coach,and ſo.car- 
ries home his wiſe from Alicant to alentia.T his ſuddaine departure grjeves Vermande- 
ro and galles Beatrice-Toanato the heart, who nowlookes noTenger on hex huſband 
with affection, but with diſcaine and envie. Many dayesare notpaſt;bat her father re- 
ſolves to {endl to Valentia, to know how matters ſtand hetwixt his daughter and her 
huſband : he makes choyce of De Flores to ride thither,& ſends letters to them both. 
De Flores is extreamely joyful of this occalion,to ſee his os Miſtrefle Beatrice- Joan % 
whom he loves dearer then his like:he comes to/Valentia, and finding A!/emero _ 
and ſhee at home,delivers her her fathers Letter; and ſalutes and kiferh her, with ma-; 
th ſe-FÞny amorous imbracings and dalhances (which modeſty hafds unworthy ofxeclation) 
here-ſſhe acquaints him with her huſbands ingratitudehe rather rejoyces then grieysheraet, 
d theſſand now revives his old fute,and redoubleth his'new kiſles:ſhee confidering what hee 
n Us th lone for her ſervice, and joyning therewith her hufbandsjealouſie,not onely in- 
| F 2 gageth 
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gageth her elfe ro him for the time preſent,but for the future,and bids him viſite he 
often.But they both ſhall pay deare for this familiarity and plea ſure. : 

Alſemero comes home , receives his fathers Letter, ſetsa pleaſing face on his di. 
contented heart, and bids him welcome :And ſo the next day writes backe to his fa-| 
ther Vermandcro, and diſpatcheth De Folres 3 who for that time takes his leave of 
both.and returnes for Alicart. ; 

He isno foonerdeparted , but Alſemero is by one of his Spies , a Wayting-gentle. 
woman of his Wifes, whom he had corrupted with money, advertiſed that there 

aſt many amorous kiſſes , and dalliances betweene her Miſtretl> and De Flores : yea, 
The reveales all that ever ſhe ſaw or heard : forſhe paſtnot to be falſe to her Iady, 
{o ſhe were trye toher Lord and Maſter. And indeed this Wayting-gentlewoman 
was that Dziaphanta, of whom we have formerly made mention, for conducting of 
Al;emero to her Ladzes chamber at Briamata. Alſemerois all fire at this newes, hecon- 
ſultsnot with judgement, but with paſlion; and ſo rather like a devill then a man, flies 
to his Wife's chamber , wherein furiouſly ruſhing , he with his ſword drawne in his 
hand, to her great terrour and amazment, delivers her theſe words. 

Minion (quoth he) -upon-thy life tell me what familiarity there hath now paſt be- 
twixt De Flores and thy ſ(elfe : whereat ſhe, fetching many ſ1ghes, and ſhedding 
many teares, anſwers him , that by her part of heaven, her thoughts, ſpeeches, and 
ations haveno way exceeded the bonds of honour and chaſtity towards himzand that 
De Flores never attempted any courteſy, but ſuch asa brother may ſhew to his owne 
naturall ſiſter. Then, quoth he, whence proceeds this your familiarity 2 Whereat ſhe 
growes pale, and withall filent. Which her huſband eſpying, Diſpatch, quoth he, and 
tell me the truth,or elſe this ſword of mine ſhall inſtantly finde a paſſage to thy heart. 
Whenloe, the providence of God ſo ordayned it, that ſhee1s het ee tothis exigent 
and extremity, as ſhe muſt be a witneſle againſt herſelfe, and in ſeeking to conceale 
her whoredome, muſt diſcover her Murther ; the which ſhe doth in theſe words : 

' Know Alſemero, that fith thou wilt inforce mee to fhew thee the true cauſe of my 
chaſt familiarity with De Flores, thatTam much bound to him , and thy felfe more: 
for he it was, that atmy requeſt,diſpatched P;racquo, without the which (as thou well 
knoweſt) I could never have injoyed thee for my huſband, nor thou me for thy wife: 
And ſo ſhe reveales him the whole circumſtance of that cruell Murther , as wee have 
formerly underſtood 3 the which ſhe conjures and prayes him to conceale, fith no lelle 
then De Flores and her owne life depended thereon, and that ſhe will dye a thouſand 
deaths, beforc conſent to defile his bed, or to violate her oath and promiſe given him 
in marriage. | 5 

Alſemero both wondering and grieving at this lamentable newes, ſayes little , but 
thinkesthe more; and although he had reaſon and apparance to believe, that ſhe who 
commits Murther, will not ſticke to commit Adultery, yet upon his Wife's ſolemne 
oathes & proteſtations,he forgets what is paſt;only he ſtrictly chargeth her,no moreto 
{ee,or admit De Flores into her company; orif the contrary, he vowes he will ſo ſharply 
be revenged of her,as he will make her an example to all poſterity. 

But Beatrice-T10ana, notwithſtanding her huſbands ſpeeches, continueth her intel- 
ligence with De Flores; yea, her huſband no ſooner rides abroad , bat he is at Yulen- 
tia with her 3 and they are become ſo impudent, as what they did before ſecretly, 
they now ina manner doe publikely, or atleaſt, with Chamber-doores open. Dic 
phanta knowing thisto be a great ſcandall, as wellto her Maſters honour, as houſe a: 
gaine informes him thereot 3 who vowes to take a moſt ſharpe revenge of this theit 
infamy and indignity, as indeed he doth : for he bethinkes himſelfe (thereby to ct- 
fe&tit) of an invention, as worthy of his jealouſie, as of their firſt crime of Murther, 
and of their ſecond of Adultery : he injoyneth Dzaphanta to lay wayt for the ve- 
ry houre that De Flores arrives from Alicant to Yalentia, which ſhe doth 5 whenin 
ſtantly pretending_to his Wife a journey in the Countery, he very ſecretly and 4 
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lently having his Rapier and Ponyard, and a caſe of Piſtols ready charged in his. poc- 
ker (keeming to take Horſe) huſheth himſelfe up privately in his ſtudie, which was 
n2xt adjoyning,and within his bed-chamber. 

Beatrice-10.-:24, thinking her huſband two or three Leagues off, ſends away. for 
De Flores, who comes inſtantly to her : they fall to their kifles and imbracings, ſhe 
rejoycing extreamely for hisarrivall, and he for her huſband Alſemers's departure: 
ſhe relates him the cruelty and indignitie her huſband hath ſhewed and offered her, 
the which De Flores underſtands with much contempt and choller, asalſo with ma- 
ny threats. Alſemero heares all, but doth neither ſpeake,cough,neeze,nor-ſpit. So from 


| words they fall to their beaſtly pleaſures, when A/emerono longer able to containe 


himſcIfe, much lefſeto be acceſlary to this his ſhame, and their villany, throwesoff 
the Noore , and violently ruſheth forth 5 when finding them on hisBed,, 1nthe mid- 
deſt of their adultery, he firſt diſchargeth his Piſtols on them, and then with his Sward 
and Ponyard runnes them thorow, and ſtabbes them with ſo many deepeand wide 
wounds, that they have not ſo much power or time to ſpeake a word, but there lye 
weltring and wallowing in their blood , whiles their ſoules flyeto another world, to 
relate what horrible and beaſtly crimestheir bodies have commited inthis. Thus by the 
providence of God, in the ſecond Tragedie of our Hiltory,we ſee our two Murtherers 
murthered, and Piracquo's innocent bloud revenged in the guiltineſle of theirs. - - .: 

Alſemero, having finiſhed this bloudie bulineſle, leaves his Piſtols on the Table, as 
alſo his Sword and Ponyard all bloudy as they were 3: and without covering or re- 
moving the breathleſle bodies of theſe two wretched miſcreants, he ſhuts his Cham- 
ber doore and is ſofarre from flying for the fa&t, as he takes his Coach, and goes 
diretly tothe Criminall Judge himſelfe , and reveales what he had done; but con 

les the Murther of P;racquo.' The Judge isaſtoniſhed and amazed at thereport of 
thif* mournefull and ae ecciders : he takes Alemero with him, .returnesto his 
houſe, and finds thoſe two dead bodies freſh ſmoaking and reeking in their blouds 
thenewes hereof is ſpread inall the City. The whole people of Valenti. flocke thither 
to be eye-witneſſes of theſe two murthered perſons ; where ſome behold them with 
pitty, others with joy, but all with aſtoniſhment and admiration, and noleſſe do thoſe 
of Alicant , where this newes is ſpeedily poaſted ; but all their griefesare nothing to 
thoſe of Dor Diego d: Vermandero's (Beatrice-Toana's father) who infinitely and ex- 
treamely grieves,partly for the death, but ſpecially for the crime of his daughter. |. 

The Judge preſently commits 4//emtro priſoner in another of his owne Chambers; 
and ſo examining Diaphinta upon her oath,concerning the familiarity betwixt de Flores 
and Bedtrice-10ana - the aftirmes conſtantly, that now and many times before, ſhe ſaw 
them commit adultery:& that ſhe it was that firſt advertiſed Aſſemero her Maſter here= 
of. Whereupon,after a ſecond examination of Alſemers, they, upon mature deliberati= 
on.acquite him of this fact:ſo heis freed,and the dead bodies caried away and buried. 

But although this earthly Judge have acquitted /emero of this faft; yet the Judge 


of Judges, the great God of Heaven, who ſeeth not onely our heart, byt our thoughts, 


not onely our actions, but our intents, hath this and ſomething elſe tolay to. his 
charge 3 forhe (in his ſacred providence, and divine Juſtice).doth both-remember 
and obſerve, firſt how ready and willing i4//emero was to ingagehimſelfe to Beatrice= 
Toana tO kill Pirarquo : then; though he conſented not to his Murther, yet how he con« 
cealed it, and brought it not to publike arraignement and puniſhment... whereby the 
dead body of Piracqio might receive a more honourable and Chriſtianlike Sepulchre:i 
and if theſe crimes ofhis be not capable to deſerve revenge and chaſtiſment , Loe, 
be is entering intoa new, willfull; and premeditated Murther; and doth ſo diſhonou- 
rably and treacheroully performe it , as we ſhall ſhortly ſee him loſe his life. upon an' 
infamous Scaffold;where he ſhall finde no heart to pitty him, nor eye to bewaile him. 
. If we would be fo ignorant , we cannot be ſo malicious to forget that loving and 
courteous Letter, which Dozx Thomaſd Piracquo wrot his Brother AlonſePiracqua from: 
3 Alicant 
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Alicant to Briamata,to with-draw himſelfe from his ſute to Beatrice-Joanazand although 
his affeCtion and jealoufie to prevent his Brothers diſgrace, vas then the chiefe occaſi- 
on of that his Letter, yet ſith he was fince difaſtrouſly and misfortunately bereaved of 
him , of that deare and ſweet Brother ofhis, whom he ever held andeſteemed farre 


dearer then his life,his thoughts,like ſo many lines, concurin this Centre,from whence 


he cannot be ctherwiſe conceited or drawne , but that Beatrice-Toanaand Alſemers had 
a hand, and were at leaſt acceſlaries, if not authours of his loſle - upon the foundation 
of which beliefe he rayſeth this reſolution , that he 1snot worthy to be a Gentleman 
nor of the degree and title ofa Brother,if he crave not ſatisfaction. for that irreparable 
lofe which he ſaſtaineth in that of his Brother 3 and the ſooner1s he drawne there. 
unto, becauſe he believes, that as A[ſemero was ordained of old to chaſtize 'Beatrice- 
Toana, ſohe was by the ſame Power reſerved to be revenged of A/emero. Where 
upon, although it be not the cuſtome of Spaine to fight Duels (as deſiring rather 
the death of their enemies then of their friends) he reſolves to fight with him 3 and 
* fothat end,underſtanding A4l/emero to be then in Alicant,ſends him this Challenge - 


THOMASO PIRACQVO to ALSEMERO. 


F* with too mmch aſſurance, that I feare Beatrice-Ioana's vanity, and your raſhneſſe, hath 
bereaved mee of a Brother , whom T ever eſteemed and prized farre dearer then my ſelfe © 1 
were unworthy to converſewith the world,much leſſe to beare the honour and degree of a Gen: 
Heman, if Tſhould not ſeeke ſatisfattion for his death , with the hazard of mine owne life « for 
if a Friend be bound to performe the like courteſte and dutie to his Friend, how much more a 
Brother to his Brother ? Your Sword hath chaſtiſed Beatrice-Toana's errour , and I muſt ſee 
whether mine be reſerved to corre@ yours. As you are your ſelfe, meet mee at the foot of Glille- 


' ran hill #o worrow at five in the morning without ſeconds.and it ſhal be at your choyce.cither to 


»ſe your Sword on Horſe-backe,or your Rapier on foot. 


THoMAsO PIRACQYVO. 


. Alſemero accepts this Challenge , and promiſeth that he and his Rapier will not | 


faile to meete him 3 yetas he one way wondereth at P7racquo's valour and reſoluti- 
ON, 0 {another way hee confidereth the great loſle he hath received in that of his Bro- 
ther, andthe juſtneſle ofhis quarell againſt him 3 who although he were not ac- 


_ ceſfary to his Murther , yet he is,- in concealing the cruelty thereof - and indeed this 
. villany makes him loſe his accuſtomed courage, and thinke ofa molt baſe cowar- 


dize, and treacherous ſtratagem : But this diſhonourable reſolutionand deſigne of his 
fhall receivean infamous recompence, and a reward and puniſhment as bitter as juſt. 
They meetart the houre and place appointed : Piracquo is firſt in the Field , and 4l- 
Jemero ſtayesnot long after 3 but he hath two ſmall Piſtols charged in his pockets, 
which in killing hisenemy ſhall ruine himſclfe. They draw, and as they approach, 
Alſemerothrowes away his Rapier,and with his hat in his hand prayes P:racq#o to heare 
him in his juſt defence,and that he is ready tojoyne with him to revenge his Prothers 


. Murtherers. ' Piracquo being as courteous as couragious,and as honourable as valiant, 


likewiſe throwes away his Rapier,8 with his Hat in his hand comes to meet him:but 
it.1s a folly to unarme our ſelves in our enemies preſence: for it is better and fitter that 
he ſtand toour.courteſie, then we to his:when P3racquo fearing nothing leſſe then Trea- 
{on-Alſemero drawes out his Piſtols, and diſchargeth them, the firſt thorow his head,and 
the ſecond thorow his breſt;of which two wounds he {peaking onely thus,0 Villaine, 0 
Traptour | falls downe dead at his feet. Loe here the third bloody part of this Hiſtory. 


__ It 15a lamentable part for any -one tocommit Murther : but for a Gentleman to | 
deſtroy anotherin this baſe and cruel! manner , this exceeds all baſenefle and cruelty I, 
It ſelfe : yea, it makes him as unworthy-of his honour, as worthy of a Halter. 
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The newesof this bloody fact rattles in the ſtreets of Alicart, as Thunder in the fir- 
mament : Piracquo's Chirurgion being an eyewitnelle herof reports the death of his 
Maſter, and the treachery of Aſſexzero : all Alicant is amazed hereat,they extoll Thomaſo 
E 7iracquo's valor,and his ſingular afteftion to his dead Brother, and both deteſt & curſe 
24 the treachery and memory of Alſexzero. The criminall Indges are advertiſed hereof, 
who ſpeedily ſend poaſt after him : but hee is mounted on a ſwift Gennet, and like 


RT 6-4 


2 Felkerophon on his winged Pegaſ#s, doth rather flie then gallop > but hishaſt1s1n vaine, 
le 8 for thehuſtice of the Lord will both ſtop his Horſe,and arreſt hun. He is not recovered 
o.  halfe way from Alicant towards Ualentia, but his Horſe ſtumbles and breakes his fore- 
+. Ml 1g, and Alfemrero his right arme 5 heis amazed, perplexed, and inraged hereat, and 
s. | knowes not what to doe, or whither to flie for ſafety : forhe ſees no buſhnor hedge 
«to bide him , norlaneto ſave him 3 and now he repents himſelfe of his fa&t,. bur it is 


4 toolate- his Horſe fayling him, he truſteth to his legs, and ſothrowing off his cloake, 
Ef runnes as ſpeedily ashemay : but the foulneſle of his faft doth ſtill fo affright him, 
and terrife his conſcience , as he is afrayd of his owne ſhadow , lookes ſtill backe, 
imagming thatevery ſtone he ſees is a Sergeant come to atreſt him 3 yea,his thoughts, 
like ſo many Blood-hounds, purſue and follow him , ſweating exceedingly, partly 
through his labour, but eſpecially through the affliction and perturbation of his mind 3 


ath ; ! 
. 1 yea,cvery poynt of a minute he both expecteth and feares his apprehenſion. 
Ed: Neither 1s his feare or expectation vaine 3 forloe, hear laſt perceives foure 


for come galloping after him as faſt as their Horſes candrive. So they tinding firſt his 

poore Horſe , and now eſpying his miſerable ſelfe, he ſees heis invironed of all 
2, If fides, and rhinkes the earth hath brought forth Cadwrear men to apprehend him 3 yet 
; remembring himſelte a Gentleman, and withall a Souldier , he reſolves rather to ſell 
his life dearely in that place, rhen to be made a Spectacle upon an infamous Scatfold- 


'® Wburthis courage and reſolution ſhall neither prevaile.or reſcue him. | 
Hee to this effect drawes his Rapier, the which the foure Sergeants will him to 

yield, and render up to the Kings lawes and juſtice : but he is reſolute to defend him- 

ſelfe - They threaten him with their Piſtols ; but their ſight doe as little amaze him, 
ot M{-5theirreport and bullets. Sothey alight from their Horſes, andenviron him with 
r= Webeir Swords, and having hurt twoof them , and performed the part. ofa deſperate 
- I&ladiator, the third joyning with Jim , they breake hisKapier withm 2 Foot ofthe 
\c. (Wilt, whereat he yields himſclfe. 4//zvero thus takengigth> kde night brought backe 
vis (0 Alicant in whole Gatesahd Streetsa, wonderfull cOncout f people allemble to ſee 

him paſſe, whoas much pitry hibperfon, as execrate and condemne his fact. 


vis | he Senateisaſſembled, and'Afepero brought to appears , who <eafidering the 
ft, | ainouſnelle of his treacherousan bloody fact 3 which the' Dive} $ad cauſed him 
' ſo commit, he ſtayes for no witneſs, but accrfeth hinifelfevf this Murther , the 


' hich from point to point hecdnfefleth 5 and ſo they adjiadye itn to loſe his head : 
4, ut this 15 too honourable a death for a Gentleman who hath ſo treacherouſly and 
re (Paſely diſhonoured and blemiſhed his Gentility. As he is on the Scattold , pre- 
rg paring himſclfe to dye, and ſeeing no farther hope of life, but the image of death be- 
it, Forehis eyes, knowing it no time-now, either to diflemble with God, or to feare the 
ar $£-2w, he, rothe amazement of allthe world, tells the people, that although he kil- 
at <4 Pon Thom iſo Piracquo , yethe had no hand inthe Murther of his Brother Dox A- 
a. foro, whom (he layd)) De Flores , atthe inſtigation ofhis wicked and wretched wife 


14 Fatrice-10ana had murthered and buryed in the Eaſt Caſexrxate of the Caſtle 3 and 
"hall affirmed, that if he were guilty in any thing concerning that Murther, it was 


. nely in concealing it , which he had donetill then , and whereof (he ſaid) he now 
4 oft heartily repented himſclfe, as being unwilling any longer to charge his ſoule 
ty. Nth it , firh he was ready to leave this world, and to goe to another, and ſobeſought 

emall to pray unto God to forgive him, whoſe ſacred Majeſty , he confefled , hee 
he | had 


- 0 a—— EASE 2 e_—_—_ 


I” "7G ; FY Revenge againſt Murther. 


hadhighly and infinitely offended; and wiſhed them all to beware, and flie the temp. | 
rations of the Devill, and to become better Chriſtians by his example. 7 
TheIudges advertiſed hereof,cauſe his head to be ſtricken off for murthering of Day 
Thomaſo Piracquo 3, an 1 his body to be throwne into the Sea, for concealing that of Da 
Alonſo > which was accordingly executed:and from the place of Execution they imme # 
diately goe to the Ca tle;and 4 to the Eaſt Caſemate, where cauling the ſtones to bee re. 
moved.they finde the mournefull murthered body of Dozx Alonſo Piracquo, which they 3 
glve to his kinsfolkes to receive a more honourable Buriallaccording to his rancke and # 
degree : and from thence they returne to the Churches, where the Bodies of De Flor: i 
and Beatrice Toara were interred ( after they were brought backe from Yalcrrtia ) the 3 
which for their horrible Murther, they at the common place of Execution cauſe to 
be burned,and their aſhes to be throwne into the ayre,as unworthy to have any reſting 
Place on earth, which they had ſo cruelly ſtayned and polluted with innocent bloud. | 
Loe here the juſt puniſhment of God againſt theſe devillfſh and bloudy Murtherers | 

at the ſight of whoſe executions, all that infinite number of people that were Spettz | 
tors,umverſally laud aud prayſe the Majeſty of God, for purging the earth of ſuch un-Þ# 
naturall and bloudy Monſters F 
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Crying and Execrable ſinne of Murther. 


HiSTORIE V. 


Alibius aurthereth his wife Merilla - he is diſcovered, firſt by Bernardo, then by Emelia hzs 
owne danehter:ſo he is apprehended and hanged jor the Fatt. | 

PASS FP Ow far are they from having peace with Ged.,and all his creatures, 

[2h 2 when they lay violent hands on their owne wives - yea, when they 
\ 


murther them in their beds, inſtead of repoting their ſecrets and 
atiections in their boſomes ! Theſe are helliſh reſolutions, and in- 
fernal ſtratagems,that nature neither allowes, nor grace approves. 
For belides the Vnion betwixt God and his Church, there 1s none 
ſo abſolute and pertect onearth,as 1s that of Man and Wife : for as 
this world hath made them two perſons, ſo God hath conjoyned 
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| and mace them one 3 and theretore what madnefle,nay what cruelty is it to be {o cru- 


| ellto thoſe, who(it not our (elve$are at leaſt our ſecond ſelves? Charity ( the daughter 


of heaven)teacheth us to love all the world, but eſpecially thoſe who are our kinsfolkes 
or friends. Religion (the mother of Charity) ſteps a degree farther, and intoyneth us 
tolove thoſe who hate us 3 yea,theſe likewile are not onely the rules of nature, but the 


precepts of grace: therefore to kill thoſe who love us, and to deprive thoſe of life, who 


(did occaſion preſent) are ready to ſacrifice theirs for the preſervation uf ours, it muſt 
needs proceed rather from a monſter then a man, or rather from a devill then a mon- 
ſter:but ſuch devils and ſuch monſters are but too rife and common in theſe our {infull 
times. And among(t others, I here produce one for example,who for that cruell and in- 
humane faC& of his, by the juſtice of God, was jultly rewarded with a halter. And may 
all thoſe,who perpetrate the like crime, participate of the ſame, or of a worſe punith- 
ment. ” 


N the Pariſh of Spreare, ſome fitteene miles diſtant from the beautifull and noble 

City of Breſcia (inthe Territorics of the Venetians ) there dwelt a poore countrey 
man, termed Al;bzzs, who could vaunt of no other wealth lett him by his deceated 
parents, but that he was a man of a comecly ſtature and proportion, and withall, that 
they were of an honeſt fame and reputation - ſo if his vertues had an{wered th-irs, 
his poverty had never proved {ſo pernicious and fatall an enemy to him, as to ruine 
his fortuncs with his life, and his life with his fortunes : or had the vices of his ſfqule 
not contamined or ſtayned the pertections of his body, my penne had flept in ti- 
lence, and his Hiſtory laine raked upinthe duſt of his grave : but tth his ations have 
exceeded the bounds both of nature an4 grace, yea, lith he hath learned of the De- 
vil to1mbath his hands in poyſon, and toimbrue them in innocent bloud, I(incou- 
raged 
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lefle beauty 3 yet ſhe was neither {o poore, bur that ſhe detcrved a good hufband,nor fi 
hard favoured,but ſhe might content an honeſt one. And indeede, had Alibirs his car? 
and induſtry anſwered Merifa's providence and frugality, or his luſtfull eye no 
ſtrayed either beyond his vow given her in marriage, or her indifferent beauty, thik, 


match might have proved as fortunat.,as it hath ſince ſucceeded miſerable and ruinon, 6 
For Alibizs, whoſe thoughts flew a pitch above his birth, ranke , and meanes, hai R 
notlived many yeares, in wedlocke, till his prodigality and vanity had waſted and K 


diſſipated the greateſt part of that ſmall eſtate he had 3 ſo as neceſſity lookin 
now on him , becauſe formerly he diſdained to looke on it , knowing better how tu? 
play, then worke, orrather not how to worke > but play ; and ſeeing that his preſen Y 
me anes could not maintaine him, nor his future hopes promiſe it, he as a true truan,® 
and a perfe& prodigall , diſdaining to want when he hath it, and when he hath itnot 
ſets up this lewd and unthrifty reſolution with himſelfe, to ſet all at ſixeand fey 
But this prodigall humour of his doth as much grieve his Wite , as delight him : f® 
now ſhe ſees that her ſpinning athome could neither ſerve nor ſatisfie his expen- 
ces abroad, and that all her care and labour was by farre too little to maintains 
his vanity 5 which ſhe (poore good woman) perceiving , yea, more then ſo, con-! 
trary to her hopes, now feeling, the with-faire wordes, and ſecret and ſweete!: l 
per{waſtons endeavoureth to reclaime him fromit 3 but this courſe of hers works 


a contrary effe& : for if before he played the prodigall in her abſence, now hee 


playes the Tyrant in her preſence : for henot onely rejoyceth , and ſtopshis care} - 
againſt hey counſell, but rates and reviles her with vile ani contemptuous ſpee Þ \, 
ches,ſuch as indeed are infinitcly unfit either for a huſband to give.or a wife to receive he 
Andthis, asI have beeneinformed,was the firic diſtaſt betwixt Alzb:u5 and Meril/z. | 
But we need not goe farre fora Second : There 1sno peſtilent Infection, nor infe-B o, 
&ious Peſtilence to that of haunting and frequenting bad company 3 for itis a rocke, 
wherein many have {uftered Shipwracke 5 1t1s a Fountaine that ſends forth inany poy-F fin 
ſoned ſtreamesto thoſe that taſt or drinke thereot; yea, it isa Tree, whoſe fruit 1s by fo fÞ ge 
much the more bitter to the ſtomacke, as it {eemes plealing tothe palare, Ike Pills of f yy; 
poyſon candy din Sugar : and asthat which moſcdelights, moſt contfounds the tenſe; Þ ,v 
ſouſe breeding an habite, and habite a Second nature, vicious company, whom wee ff ;e1 


take tobe ourdeareſt friends, doe in ine prove our molt dangerous enemies, and foff pe 
LC ” = 6 a q 
much the moredangerous, fith when we would forſake them, we cannots which our Þ go 


| Alibizs wil at laſt findetrue in himſelf:yea,we {hal {-e him infored ro acknowledgy 1t,as | aq, 


having bought and purchaſed it with a woctull and lameniable experi-nce : for now joy 
he beginnes to love Swearing, W hordome, ana Drunkennetle, that before he hated; 
and to hate the Goſpel or Chriſt , and the Profetiours thereof, that before he loved. | gr 
A moſt wretched exchang-, where we take from our ſfoules, to give to our ſenſes, and wal 
a woefull bargaine,where we ſell God,to buy the Devill. _ 

Poore Meril/a grieving to ſee that the could not unſce, theſc his ungodly courſes, as tha 
alſo that it not onely conſumed the ſmall remaynder of his mcancs, but likewite 
loſt his friends, and darkned and eclipſed hisreputation , thinkes nnot onely a part | yy, 
of her duty , but of her affection to him , to requeſt ſome vertuous friend , or god!y en 


neigh! our of theirs to deale with him herein, thereby to endeavour to perfwade hm | hag 
from 
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' OW fom theſe his1rregular and prophane courſes : Bur asthoſe who are licke, are ſo de- 
al rived of their taſte, as they cannot diſcerne betweene ſweet and bitter ; So Alibins, 
In ke ofthe Lcthargie of theſe his enormous and diflolute Vices, was ſo farre from 
ME liſhing this wholeſome counſell, as he not onely rejected it, but ſcoffed and reviled 
ani! the partie who gave ithim - and it being not-ſo ſecretly (or peradventure not ſo wiſe- 
ro.” 14) mannaged, buthe comming to underſtand it proceeded from his wife Merzl/a, 
edps he tooke itſo paſlionatly and outragiouſly , to ſee his follies revealed by her, who 


Pre? was bound to conceale them , as moſt uncivilly and inhumanely checking her, hein 
all the heat of his diſpleaſure and revenge , ſome monethsforſakes her company , and 
Th} many her bed 3 whereat , ſuch was her tender affe@ion to him , and his diſreſpeCt to 
-Y her,as I know not whether ſhe more grieved,or he rejoyced. 

now The motives of his third diſtate to his Wife, were grounded upon her barren- 
thy neſle and ſterility 3 as if 1t were in her power togive him a Child , when Gods plea- 
ou {ure and providence was to give none to her, without conſidering that the barren- 
hai E neſle and fruitfulneſle of a woman comes all from the Lord , or without remembring 
an that ſome Children are borne fora curſe , asothers for a bleſſing to their parents: 
My gr as if his carthly vanity could teach Gods ſecret Divinity , what were fitteſt fer 
VP him, and yet theſe reaſons cannot prevaile againſt his unreaſonable ſelfe, and there- 
en fore this, amongſt the reſt of hisdiſtaſtes, hee,or rather the Divell for him. throwes 


ny inagainſt his Wife : That ifhe had a Child, he ſhould be a good husband, and not before : as if 
10% hee defired and ſought ſome pretext and colour, though never ſo unjuſt and ungodly, 
- tocover his vices and prodigality;or inthe eyes of theWorld to bolſter out and apolo- 
'Z gize his jarring and ſquaring with his Wife : yea, his impudencie was growne tothe 
M2 height of this impiety, thathe often affirmed, his Wife was the cauſe of his poverty 3 
= forifſhe would give him no Child,God would $1ve him no proſperity. 
'' Now,asall women by nature generally deſire Children 3 fot isa great affliction 
= (Iwillnot fay a curſe)to them, if they have none. But theſe unjuſt ſpeeches of A/;- 
= biy, docjuitly and infinitely afflict his Wife Meril/a, who (that no farther diſcord 
© might trouble the harmony of their wedlocke) {nds her tearesto earth, and her 
= prayers to heaven that her bleſled Saviour would be pleaſed to bleſle her with a child 3 
"E when God, {ecing his prophare hypocrilie, which he will revenge, and underſtanding 
'Þ herreligious z2ale, which hee will reward, out of the ineſtimable treaſure of his Mer- 
| cie and providence, grants her her requeſc, and him his delire : ſo as in ſhort time ſhee 
| ſees her {elfe the mother.and him the father of a young daughter.termed Emelia. 
| The fourth reaſon ofhis diſtaſte of his Wife, was, that ſeeing time runne on in his 
"| ſwift cariere,and his prodigality{till remayning, as alſo that his maſke of his Wife's 
ſterilitie was taken away 3 hee that was heretofore ſo deſirous of a child, now thinkes 
this one to bee one too many » becauſe (ſaith hee) hee can no way indure the crying 
and trouble thereof. But is there any thing ſo unnaturall or ridiculous as this ? Now, 
{ if he murmure at this his child , during her infancie, he will much more ſtorme at 
her, when ſhe comes to riper yeares : and obſerving that her morher doth ſubtra& 
" } from his prodigality , toadde to her maintenance, thisdoth againe extreamecly vexe 
>” | and afflict him : ſo that his child , whom hee pretended ſhould bee the cauſe of his 
"* þ joy and proſperity, isnow that of his griefe 3 and as hee thinkes, of his farther pover- 


n\  tyand mſery - thewhich  poore Meril/a his wife , to her un{peakeable and ineffable 
: 1 oriefe, palpably perceiveth, aſwell in his uncharitable and malicious ſpeeches, banded 
| toher for her daughter Emelia's ſake, asto Emelia for her ſake : But whar know we, 

whether God hath purpoſely ſent his daughter, to revenge the injuries and wrongs 
ic that her father intendeth to her Mother 2 


His fift, and (as yet) his laſt diſtaſte againſt his wife, proceeds from his obſerving 
" | that her beautyis withered and decayed ; not that heretofore hee knew her faire - but 
'Y Þ that ſhee isnot ſo faire now, as when hee firſt married her : asif time and age 


pi tad not power to wither the bloſſomes of our youth, as the Sunne hath to daver the 
treſheſt 
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wife. | 
Abiding thusin Breſcia, it fell out that hee, who bore the ſilver rod intoken of 
honour,and Juſtice (or rather of honour to Juſtice)before the podeſtate or chiefe Ma- 
oiſtrate of this City dyed : and tothis Office 4libiys (becauſe hee knew himſelfe a | 
grave and pcrſonall man) aſpired : and what through the reſpefr of his gravitie, 
throvgh his ſmooth tongue, and fayre ſpecches - but eſpecially by making many 
friends to the Pedefiate and Scnators, he at laſt obtained it : a place indeed, more ho- 
rourable thcn profitable, and yet worth at leaſt onehundred Zechincs, per annum, be- 
Fdes his dict. This preferment makes Alibizslooke aloft, and fo hee ſcerncs his 
poore wife Mcrilla, as if there were no paritie and ſimpathje betwixt her rags and his 
robes: 


el Ty _ Alibius and Merilla. 6t 


his Wobes : yea» hee would not ſee Spreare , nor ſuffer her to ſee Breſcia, and the devillwas 


dif- MF; buſie with him , or hee with the divell, that in hope of a richer and fayrer Wife, 
for (ee refolues to poyſon her according as hee heretofore had many times thought and 
* 43 Bremeditated : and that which egged and threw him on, with more violence and pre- 
and fripitation, Was A proud conceit of himſelfe, and ofhis much dignity and preferment. 
to {ut as povertie many times beftalls us for our good, ſo ſometimes, wealth and proſpe- 
nit ty brings us misfortune and miſery. 


| Not long after,another accident falls out, which doth likewiſe much rejoyce him,An 


nſt @oneſt Cittizen of Breſc;a,of his ownname,though no way his kin{man,dies (8 as fince 
in- Kt hath been ſhrewdly imagined, not without vehement ſuſpicion of poyſon) leaving a 
of Rich widdow,named Philatea - and for the familiarity and good conceit hee had of our 
nd 1jbizs, as alſo induced thereuntothrough his hypocritall ſhew of honeſty and piety, 
ee ſnakes him ſole overſeer of his will:ſo neatly & ſmocthly did our Alzbins wotk andin(i- 
en, ſhuate himſelfe in his favour:But the maſke of this his hypoctilie ſhall be ſoon puld off: 
on Þ Alibins ſeeing Philatea young, rich and faire, hee lookes on her more often then on 
on ſher huſbands teſtament:and ſo wiſhing his wife Meri/l11n his adopted kinſmans grave, 
er- ſhnd himfelfe in Philatea's bed , hee bends his purpoſes and intents that way, as ſo ma- 
 X= linesthat runne totheir Center - yea , foſtrongly hath the devill polleſſed him 


of ſeſpeCt to Merilla, hee 


ith theſe helliſh deſignes and bloudy reſolutions, as his love to Philatea, defacing his 
| Fen her a blocke in his way, and a ſtop to his perferment, and 
o concludes that ſhee muſt bee removed and diſpatched : to which effe&, to draw 
is ſinfull contemplation into bloudy aCtion, hee rides over to Spreareto her ; and un- 
der colour of tender love and affection, hee in Milke, Wine, ind roſted Apples, gives, 
er poyſon 3 when ſeeing it would not worke his deſired effect, he after takes an occa- 
jon, purpoſely to quarrell with her, 8 ſo very lamentably(in preſence of their daugh- 
er Emelia)reviles and beates her, and returnes to Breſc;a, {till hoping that the poyſon 
yet might operate,and diſperſe it felfe in her veines, and that ſhortly hee ſhould heare 
zewes of her death.Loe here Albjus his firſt attempt in ſeeking to murther his Wite. 
Inthis meane time hee layes cloſe fiedge to Philazea's Chaſtity, who not ſo honeſt as 
aire, 15 ſoone drawne to ſinne , and proſtitutes her ſelfe to his beaſtly pleaſure, and 
waving no regard to her reputation , conſcience, or ſoule, conſents to this bitter- 
weet {inne of Adultery 3 the which laſcivious familiarity is ſo long continued betwixt 
hem, till at laſt Phzlatea's ſtraight Bodies become too {mall , and her Apron too ſhort 
for her 3 when ſeeing it high time to provide for her fame, ſhee acquaints Alibins here- 
ith, and aſkeshis advice, whether ſhe ſhall marry with one of her ſervants : Alibixs 
eaning to keepe the Farme for himſelfe, whereof hee had already taken poſleſſion, 
vids hernot to take care fora huſband , butto bee of good comfort, and that farre 
within her time, hee would provide a place for her to lay downe her great belly 3 yea, 
ſo ſecret, as her owne heart could either with or deſire. | | 
 Butifour miſerable Al;bius were before reſolved to murther his poore harmeleſſe 
Wife Mer1l/a,this newes,and theſe ſpeeches of Philatea,ſet him all on firezand ſo (having 
conſulted with the Devill)he vowes ſhe ſhall not live:to which end, he provides him- 
cite of ſtronger poiſon,and ina dark night(when as he flatters himſelfe with hope;that 
tne Heavens were ſo unjuſtand 1nhumane to conſpire with him in the Murther of his 
Wite)he takes horſe inthe Eaſt Suburbe of Bre{c;a,and ſo rides toward Spreare. oo 
| Bur ſcethe juſtice, and withall the providence and mercie of our indulgent God ! 
who vouchafed , and yerreſolved to reſtraine and diverthim from this.his bloudy 
enterpriſe, by an accident as ſtrange as true - for a mile out of Breſcia, as Alibins rides 
by the common place of execution, his Horſe ſtumbles, and fallsunder him right a- 
painſt it, with which fall his ſhoulder is out of joynt. Oh what a caveat was this 
for Alibius , if he hadhad. the. leaſt ſparke of grace tohave'made good uſe hereof! 
But the Devill had bewitched his miderſiandias and judgement: for he could fee by 
19.0ther eyes,bur'by thoſe of revenge and bloud. | Es "=, 
| | G | Arriving 
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Arriving at his houſe at Spreare , hee > contrary to his hopes, findes his daugh 
Emelia with hermother (who by this time was married likewiſe to a poore Coy 
trey man of Spreare) whoſe fight and preſence was, for that time, a ſtop to theey 
cution of 4, 21 ah poyſaoning deſigne on her mother 3 for hee feared that ſheeh 
formerly diſcovered and ſuſpected this his purpoſe and reſolution, as indeed ſhee ha 
wherefore hee forbore toadminiſter it , onely becauſe hee would not loſe all hy 
bour, hee againe quarrells with his Wife, and after hee had reviled her with mw 

ſcandalous and contumelious ſpeeches, hee in the preſence of his (mournefull)daug 
ter, doth exceedingly beate her ; who (weeping to ſee her mother weepe) infinite 
.grieved to bee an eye-witneſle of this inhumane and babarous cruelty of her fath 
*h ſo for that time Alibirs againe permitted his Wife to live 3 But this will prove 
pardon,but onely a ſhort reprivall for her. 

Returning againe to Breſcia, it is not long before Philatea doth againe importy 
him to provide for the concealing and ſalving of her ſhame , alleadging that her tin 
drew on, and that it was more.then time to provide her a husband. Alibius, 
theſe herſecond aſſummons, beginnes to louke about, and reſolves at what rate, ( 
in what manner ſoever , now to ſend his Wite into another world 3 yet (as I think 
orever underſtood) conceales his purpoſe from Philatea. Miſerable wretch ! had h 
not participated more of the nature of a Tyger , then a man, or of a Devill then aT 

er, hee would never havelayd violent hands on his owne Wife, whom earthy 
4 had made fleſh of his fleſh, and of two bodiesone ; yea, or had hee had 
much grace to have conſidered, that the ſilver wand he bore before the Podeſtate,y 
for the ſcourging and puniſhing of ſinne - Methinks it ſhould have made him mo 
charitable,and not ſo bloudy to attempt it.But what wil not luſt enterpriſe,and reve 
execute, if wee neither feare God with our hearts, nor love him with our ſoules ? 
Perſeverance in Grace and vertue isexcellent, but in ſinne Jamentable. Alm 
hath had yearesand time enough to wipe away his cruelty towards his wife : but ti 
longer he. lives, the deeper roocte it takes in him, yea, he will neither give the flowett 
his youth, nor the branne of hisage to God, but that to pleaſure, this to Revenge at 
Murther,. and both tothe devill:tor now he is reſolute to finiſh this mournefull x 
bloudy Tragedy, that he hath ſo long deſired, and fo often attempted : and nowit 
deed the fatall time approacheth, wherein innocent Meri//a, by the Murtherous hail 
of her husband,muſt be ſent out of this World to ſee a better. | 
Alibius having waited on the Podeſtate to ſupper.takes horſe, a little before the gat! 
of the City were ſhut: and having his former poyſon in his pocket, away hee ridel 
Spreare:but toaCt his villany with the greater ſecrecy, he maſketh and diſguiſeth hin 
ſelfe:approaching his houſe, hee in the next Meddow ties up his horſe toa tree,and{ 
knockesat doore.Poore Meril/a his wife was in bed and a ſleepe with (a little Girle)be 
Grandchild, named Pomrerea, the daughter of her daughter Exelia, whom, without: 
Candle, ſhee ſends downe to open the doore, aſſuring c {elfe (as indeedit provedlto 


true for her) that it was her huſband Al;bins. Pomerea opening the doore,lets one in,by 


'whomthee knowes not:and then for feare retires to the kitchin,which ſhe ſhuts faſt a 
' £5-5p Alibins mounts to his wives Chamber, and after ſome words gives her a potid 
(ome ſay of milke)bitterly ſagred with poyſon,and forceth it downe her : who poo 

ouleis amazed hereat, and with her weake ſtrength cryes out for helpe,but in vain 


' Hee being devilliſhly reſolved,now to make ſure worke, takes a billet out of tl 


Chimney, and ſo diſpatcheth and kils her in her bed (without giving her any time t! 
commend her ſoule unto God) and fo very haſtily ruſheth forth the doore. 
_,. Pox ereash; aring that which was happened, lights a candle, and aſcends up the chat 


' 
'F, 


recki [moakir in her bed: whereat ſheeis amazed, and makes moſt woe 
ries. and mournetu] lamentations : when wringing her hands, and bitterly fightin 
nd weeping , ſhee knowes not whattodoe, or what not todoe in. this her bitter an 
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ber where [hee ſees the lamentable ſpectacle of her Murthered. Grand-Mother , bf 
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retched perplexity , In which meane time 4/ib;z5 going for his horſe, findes onely . 
the halter : for his horſe 1s grazing inthe Meddow : hee diligently ſeekes him, bat 
cannota long time ſet ſight of him which indeed doth much aſtonith and amaze him : 
but at laſt he findes him, and ſo gallops away to Breſcia : where the better to delude 
the World, and to caſt a miſt before their etes, heeis againe by fixe of the Clocke in 
the morning waiting upon the Poadeſtate,and conducting himto the Doxzo, or Cathedral 
Church of that City.But this policy of his ſhal not prevent his deteCtion & puniſhmenr. 
In this meane time , Pomeres runnes tothe neereſt neighbours, and divulgeth the 
Murther of her Grandmother. Many of the neighbours,flock thither, to ſee this blou- 
dy and woefull ſpectacle : the Corrigadors of Spreareare acquainted herewith : rhey 
ſend for Chirurgions, who vilit the dead body, and report ſhee is both poiſoned and 
beaten to death - they examine poore Poxzerea, who relates what ſhee ſees and knowes: 
tlff they ſend every where to ſearch for the Murtherer. By this time the newes hercof 
tinfff comes to Breſezz. Alibizs (hke a counterfet miſcreant)is all in teares, yea, hee ſheweth 
;, M ſuch living affection to the memory of his dead wife , as hee ſends every where to 
find out the Murtherer, But God will not have him eſcape, for in due time wee ſhall 
inkÞ ſee him brought forth and appeare to the world in his colours. 
dhill' 416b3z5 , notwithſtanding his teares in hiseyes, having ſtill a hell in his conſcience, 
1 TW is afrayd. leaſt Emzelia his daughter (meaſuring the ſubſequent by the antecedent)hold 
 arff him to bee her mothers Murtherer;and becauſe the Corri2adors of Spreare (ſuſpecting 
ad her) have taken ſureties for her apparance : hee, the better tomſinuate with her,ufeth 
em her with more then wonted courtelie and affability, imagining , that ifher mouth 
mol were ſtopped, hee needed not feare any otherstongue : But this politike ſleight of his 
eng ſhall not prevaile. | 
Now by little and little, Time, (the conſumer of all things) beginnes to weare away 
la the crying rumor of this Murther - and ſo Al;b;zs thinking himſcelfe ſecure, e're three 
t tEmoneths be fully expired, forgetting Meri//z, takes Phateato his ſecond wife : which 
erWbeing knowne in Breſc;za, many curious heacls of that City (though not upon any ſub- 
: anÞ{ſtantial ground, but onely out of preſumptive circumſtances)vehemently ſuſpect that 
ll 4/ib;z5 had a deepe hand in the Murther of his lat> wife Meri//a : but they dare not 
W ſpeake it alowd, becauſe he was well beloved both of the Poaeſtate himſclte (for that 
Wyecre being)and generally of al! the Senators. 
But as Murther pierceth the Cloudes, and crycs for revenge from Heaven, ſao wee 
it ſhall ſee this of Al;bizs, miraculoully diſcovered. and cre long, ſeverely puniſhed : for 
| when hee thought the ſtorme paſt, and ſaw the Sicies cIcere, when, I lay, hee imagined 
inth:t all rumours and tongues were huſhed up in tlence, and that hee thought on no- 
thing elſe, but to paſle his time ſweetly and voluptuou!ly with his new and faire wife 
Jo Phil2tea, then, when all other meancs and inſtruments wanted, to bring this his obſcure 
Fand bloudy fact tolight : Lo, by the Divine providence of God, wee hall ſee Al;birs 
himſelfe be the cauſe,and inſtrument of his owne diſcovery. 
ul For after he had married Phlatea (which I take to bee the firſt light of ſuſpetting 
oF um of his wife Meri/a's Murther) (if my information bee true, asI confidently be- 
FF leeve it is) this is the ſecond ©: Aljbiys under the pretext of other bulinefle, ſends for 
one Berzardo, of the pariſh of Spreare, to come to himto Breſcia. Now, for our better 
in light and information herein, asalſo for the more orderly contriving of this Hiſtory, 
wemuſt underſtand, that this Bernardo was an old aflociate and diflolute companion of 
Alibius : whom (as it is well knowne by thoſe whoknew them) hee had many times 
uſed and made his ſtickler and agent in many of his former lewde courſes and enter- 
0/Ypriſes : not that Tany way thinke hee had any hand in the preſent Murther of Meril/a* 
hotMfor then (I know) ſuch is the Candour and Wiſedome of the Corrieadors of Spreare, 
and ſuchis the cleere judgement and zeale of the Senators of Breſcia to juſtice, that hee 
had nevereſcaped,but had beene apprehended and broughtto his tryall. 
Wee muſt farther underſtand , that this Bernardo was likewiſe a companion of E- 
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- melid's husband : yea ſcarceany one day paſt, but they were knowne and ſeene togs 
ther in tippling houſes , and other ſuch lewd and vicious places, whereasdrinke wy 
{all a moſt treacherous and unſecret Secretary. 
It may bee that what Merillz told her husband privately, hee diſcovered it publike 
Iv to Bernardo : who comming ( as we have formerly heard) to Breſcza, after his con. 
ference with Alibizs, hee fell to his old vaine of tippling and carowſing , and there 
without the North gate of mY cia (which lookes towards Bergamo) having more mol 
ney then wit, and more wine then mony, in the middeſt of his cups, told hee was ; 
Contadyne, or,Countreyman of Spreare : that hee knew Alibins as great as now he 
bore himſelfe, and that hee Murthered his poore wife inthe Countrey, to haveth 
fine one inthe City. Which ſpeeches of his hee reiterated and repeated often : ye: 
ſo often, as they fell notto the ground, but ſome of his lewd companions tooke no: 
tice thereof; and one amonegft the reft, being inwardly acquainted with 4/;bius wen 
and ſecretly advertiſed him hereof : who(under-hand) ſends away for Bernardo where 
hee was, and wrought ſo with him, as fince that time he was never ſeene in Breſcia. Bui 
this report of his remained behind him. | 
A ſecond light which Al;bius gave to the diſcovery of this his Murther. was, thx 
thinking the way cleere,and all ſuſpicion vaniſhed, he converted hisafteion into conf 
tempt, and his courteſie to diſreſpe& and unkindneſle towards his daughter Emel;a, 
taking away the greateſt part of that ſmall meanes hee gave her towards her maint: 
nance : which uncharitable and unnaturall part of his, threw this poore woman int 
{o bitter a perplexity, as knowing 1n her conſcience that her father was her Mothe 
Murtherer, ſhee excceding]y apprehended and feared 3 leſt he would attempt todi 
atch her likewiſe : the which ſhee farre the more doubted , becauſe her father ha 4 
bayled her, but not as yet freed her from her appearance beforethe Corrigadors diſh 
Spreare. Buthere, as fimple as ſhee was ſhee enters into many conſiderations wit x 
her ſelfe ; that to accuſe her father , would be as great a diſobedience in her,as it was; 
cruelty in him to Murther hermother. She isalong time irreſolute,cither to advandff., 
or retire in this her purpoſe and enterpriſe - and here ſhee conſults betwixt nature any 
grace,betwixt the Lawes of earth and heaven, what ſhee ſhould doe,or how ſhe ſhoul, { 
beare her ſelfe in a matter of ſounnaturall a nature, It grieves her to bee the meangſh 
of her fathers death, of whom ſhee had received her being : and yet ſhee ſorrowetlff,; 
not to reveale the murtherer of her mother, of whom ſhee injoyed her life. By 
though ſence and nature cannot, yet Reaſon and Religion will ceconcile , and clean 
theſe doubts: yea, evaporate thoſe miſts, and diſperſe theſe clouds from oureyes, anfflqe 
makes us ſee cleere, that Earth may not conceale Murther, fith God receives glonſhe 
both inthe detection and puniſhment thereof. | 
Some will ſay, this daughter didill to accuſe her father. But who will not aftirmhe; 
that hee did farre worſe, to Murther her mother Neither was it a delight, but a totfhhn 
ment to her, toeffett it : for ſhee enters into this reſolution with teares, and perſevehy} 
reth therein with ſighes and lamentations : butif ſhee were at firſt reſolute herein,th , 
reſolution of hers 1s exceedingly confirmed, when ſhe {ces her father ſo ſuddenly mathy 
ried.and her mother in law ready to lay downe her great belly, eſpecially when ſhhe 
hearesthe reports ofhis ſuſpition bruited in Breſcia. So now ſhe can no longer containſthe 
herſclfe,' ut goes tothe next Corrigador, and reveales him, that her father Alibiys wich 
the Murtherer of her mother Mer:{a. dot 
The Corrigador being a wiſe and grave Gentleman, wondering at this lamentabln; 
newes.,retaines Emel;a in his a writes away to the Podeſtate of Bre/cia hereoſtha 
who receives this newcs on a Saturday at night. The Sunday morning he acquaints th 7 
PrefcC and chiefe Senators thereof : who repaire to his houſe. The probabilitics avhay 
circumfiances are {trong againſt Alibixs. So _ all conclude toimpriſcn him: hee 1577, 
the doore, ruſting in his garded gowne and velvet cap. with his ſilver wand in his hatſea 
( asf hce were fitter to checke others then to be controulled himſelie :) wayting tÞec 
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" 1:+thepoleſtate to the Dow. Alibins little dreames how neere hee isto danger, 
a = him : hee isby an Iſbiere or Serjeant called in to ſpeake with the Pode- 
fate : and although his conſcience inwardly torment him, yet hee puts a good (or at 
like 1.1ft a brazen) countenance on all, and ſo very cheerefully comes before hir : at his 
conf® 6: arrivall, his velvet cap and ſilver wand (thoſe dignified markes of honour and ju- 
thereſ ſtice) are taken from him, and conſequently his office : (becauſe thefe are rewards 
Mol gnely proper to vertue, and notto vice) hee 15 examined by thoſe worthy Magiltrates, " 
vas iff yho beare gravity in their lookes, wildome in their ſpeeches, and juſtice in their aCti- 
v he ons. Alibius hath many ſmooth words , for the defence of his crime, which with the 
© ty ayd and varni{h of his gracefull geſture, hee ſtrives toextenuate and palliate, but in 
vaine : for hee hath to doe with thoſe Magiſtrates, who cannot be deluded, or carri- 
e noffl .d away, either with the ſugar ofa lye, orthe charme of an evalion. So they com- 
wen nit him cloſe priſoner, where hee hath both time and leaſure to thinke on the foule- 
here nefſe of his fact, and the unnaturalneſle and barbariſme of his cruelty. | 
1B The Munday following, the Corrigadors of Spreare ſend Emelia to Breſcia, where, 
the next day the Podeſtate, Prefect and Senators examine her - they firſt exhorther to 
, thall conſider , that ſhee ſpeakes before God : and although Alibius be her earthly father, 
CONF yet hee is her heavenly: they conjure and ſweare her to ſpeake the truth,and no more: 
'a, band becaule they ſce her a ſ1aple lliterated woman, they informe her what the vertue 
INF and nature ofan oath is. When Emclia falling on her knees, wringing her hands, 
110 1nd ſtedfaſtly looking up towards heaven,ſhe(bitterly weeping & ſighing) fora pretty 
the while, had not the power to utter a word : The Prefect with milde exhortations and 
od ſpeeches incourageth her to {ſpeake, when with many tearesand interrupted ſighes,ſhe 
r haYWac laſt proffereth theſe words, My father hath often.beaten my Mother , and even 
075 flayne her for dead : and at other times, hee hath given her poyſon, and hee it is and 
'WMroother that hath now murthred her.One of the Senators, (ſome ſay it was the Pode- 
waSEſtate , who as much favoured Alibius, as hated his crime: ) bade Emelia looke to her 
vanWconſcience,and her conſcience toGod , and withall to conlider,that as Meri//a was her 
e avEMother,ſo A/;bixs was her Father. Whereat ſhe bitterly weeping.,againe ſaid,that what 
10uVhe had already ſpoken was true, as ſhe hoped to injoy any part of heaven. So they 
canWVbinding her to give evidence at the great Court of the Province, which ſome foure 
welElmoneths after was to be held in the Caſtle of their Citie, they diſmiſle her. 

In which meane time Al;bixs 1s viſited in priſon by divers of his acquaintance:yea, 
leatfGfome of the chiefeſt Senators themſelves afford him that honour and charity , they 
2 Wdeale with him about his crime - but in vaine, for he takes heaven and earth to wit- 
glofeſſe, that he is innocent, yea , he ſegmes to be ſoreligious and conſcionable in his 

peeches, ashe drew many of inferiour ranke and underſtanding to beleeve,that his 
firmWccuſation was not true, and his impriſonment unjuſt and falſe. ButGod will ſhortly 
a tOfunmaſke his hypocrilie.and to his ſhame and confuſton, lay open and diſcover to the 
levfyhole World, his unnatural and bloudy cruelty. Bm 
n.tMff And now the time is come, that the Duke and Seigniory of Venice are uſed to de- 
' MalÞute and ſend forth Criminall Iudges, to deſcend and paſle thorow the provinces of 
n1Fheir territories and dominions : to fit upon all capitall malefa&tors, and to puniſh 
allFhem according to their deſerts. A cuſtome indeed held famous, not onely in the 
/ WiChriſtan; butin the whole univerſall world : and whereby the Venetian State doth un- 

doubtedly receive both glory, vigour,and life, fith it not onely preſerveth their peace, 
ntab@nd propagateth their tranquillity 3 bur alſo rooteth out and exterminateth all thoſe 
re0ſhat (by their lewd and diffolute actions) ſeeke to impugne and infringe it. 
sUy Thustheſe high and Honourable Iudges (being in number two for every diviſion) 
'S WHaving diſpatcht their buſineſſe (or rather that of the Seigniories) in Padwa, Vincen'a 
-C15F/irona and Bergamo, are now arrived in Breſcia, in the Caſtle whereof, (which is both 
s hatþeautifull and conſpicuous to the eye) they keepe their Forum and Tribunall. And 
o Pecauſe this Citie 1s exempted from the Province , as being particularly — 
nau | G 2 with 
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witha peculiar juri{diftion,and honoured with many honourable priviledges andpre. 
rogatives : therefore (Merz/a being Murthered in the Province) Alibius is fetched oy 
of his firſt priſon , and by one ofthe chiefeſt and graveſt Senators deputed for thy þ 
purpole by the Podeſtate, and Senate, conducted and conveyed to the Caſtle, tha & 
to bee arraigned by thoſe two great Iudges : and although this aforeſaid Senator wy a 
ſo wiſe and religious, as hee ſeemed to have the art of perſwaſion in his ſpeeches : yeaſt þ 
by the way, uling his beſt oratory and charity todraw Alib;zs from denyall, to confel.Þ 1 
ſion, and from that to contrition and repentance , his heart was ſtill ſo perverſe anifff [ 
obdurate, as he notwithſtanding perſevered in his willfull obſtinacy, and peremptonÞ a 
ly continued and ſtood upon the poynts of his innocency , and juſtification. So ſtronÞ & 
was the Divell yet with him - ir 
But. while an infinite number of ſpeCtators gaze on Alibiys as he is in the Cz. 
ſtle : and he cheerefully and careleſly converſed with ſome of his acquaintance , asif} t} 
the innocency of his conſcience were ſuch, as his heart felt no griefe nor perturbati-Þ h 
on : Lo, hes called to his arraignement, whereunto that World of people, who were 
then in the Caſtle, flocke and concurre. h 
His thoughts are fo vaine, and his vanity ſo ambitious, as he comesto the barre in þ: 
a blacke beaten Satin ſute, with a faire Gowne , and a ſpruce ſet Ruffe, having bothſſ} y 
the haire of his head and his long gray beard neately kombed and cut, yea, with h 
plcafant a look, and ſo confident a demeanour,as if he were toreceive,not the ſentence} tc 
of his guiltineſle and death, but that of his innocency and inlargement. Theſe honou-Þ a 
rable Iudgescauſe his Inditement to beread , wherein his poyſoningand MurtheringÞ al 
of his wife, is branched and depainted our in all its circumſtances, whereat his courage tl 
and confidence 1s yet (notwithſtanding) ſo great, as by his lookes he ſeemes no way c« 
moved, much leſle aſtoniſhed or afflicted : the witneſles are produced : firſt, his owneſf h: 
daughtzr Emelia, who with teares in her eyes ſtands firme to her former diſpoſition, 
that he had often beaten her Mother almoſt to death, and now had killed and poyſo-ft p 
ned her; agreeing in every point with her dispoſition given tothe Podeſtate and Pre- If ly 
fect of Breſcia : which to refell , her father Alibiys, with many plauſible and ſugredÞſ b 
ſpeeches, tells his pages » that his daughter is incenſed or lunatike 3 or elſe that ſhe 
purpoſcly ſeekes his life, toenjoy that ſmall meanes he hath after his death, and 6 
runneson ina moſt extravagant and impertinent apologie for himſelfe, with many in- 
veCive and ſcandalous ſpeeches againſt her, and concludes, that he was never owner 
of any poylon. 

His Iudges, out of their honourable inclination, and zeale to ſacred juſtice, permit 
him to ſpeake without interruption : when having ended. they beginneto ſhey 
him the fouleneſle of his fa; yea, like heavenly Orators, they paint him out the de- 
villiſh nature & monſtrouscrime of Murther : the which they ſay he redoubleth by de- 
nying it,notwithſtanding that they have evidence as cleere as the Sun to canvince him 
therof : and ſo they call for two Apothecaries boyes, who ſeverally aftirme , they 
ſold him Rattes-bane at two ſeverall times. 

Burt the devill is ſtill ſo ſtrong with Al:bius, as though his conſcience doth herear af- | 
flift and torment him : yet, there isno change nor ſigne thereof, either ſeene in his | 
countenance, or diſcerned in his ſpeeches, but ſtill he perſevers in hisobſtinacy 3 and 
in a bravery pretends to wipe off the Apothecaries boyes evidence with this poore & 
vaſion, that he bought and uſed it onely to poyſon Rattes: Ando againe with many 
ſmooth words, humble crouches, aed hypocriticall complements, he uſeth the prime 
of his ſubtilty and invention to makeit appeare to his Iudges, that he had no way im- 
brued his hands in the bloud of his wife : But this will not availe him , for he 1s be- 
fore Lynce-eyed Iudges, whoſe integrity and wiſedome can pierce thorow the fug- 
gy miſts of excuſes, and the obſcure Clouds of his far-fetched ſhifts, and cunningly- 
compacted evaſions. 

And now tocloſe and winde up this Hiſtory , after the Iury impannelled had am- 
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rs ply heard, aſwell the witneſſes againſt Alibizs , as his defence forhimſclfe : and that 
ou. al the world could teſtifie that his Indges gave him a faire trial, they returnand report 
hell him guilty of Murthering his wife Meri/2 5 whereat he is put off the barre, and fo 
ee for thattime ſent backe to his priſon : and yet the heate of his obſtinacy being here- 
73K atno way cooled, the edge of his denyall any way rebated, nor the obdurateneſle of 
a his heart, the leaſt thing mollified : hee, by the way as he paſleth, beating his breſt, 
h and ſometimes out-ſpreading his armes, faith, it is not his crime, butthe malice of his . 
nd Devilliſh daughter that hath caſt him away : yea, although many of his compaſſionate 
X-B and Chriſtian friends doe now againe in priſon worke and perſwade him to con- 
will &ſſion, by alleadging him, that God 1s as mercifull to the repentant, as ſevere to the 
impenitent and obſtinate,yet,a]l this will not prevaile. 
Cx The ſecond morne after his conviction , he 1s brought againe from his priſon, to 
$i the Caſtle, and ſo tothe barre, to receive his Indgement , where one of the two moſt 
1ti- honourable Iudges ſhew him : | 
ere}  Tharit is his hearkning to the Devill, and his forſaking of God, that hath brought 
him tothis miſery 3 paints and points him out his diffolutelife , his frequenting of 
inf bad company , his prodigality and adultery : but aboveall, his maſked hypocriſie, 
oth} which he ſaith, in thinking to deceive God , hath now deceived himſelfe : yea, in 
16 heavenly and religious ſpeeches, informes him how mercifull and indulgent God is 
nceÞ torepentant [inners : that hee muſt now caſt off his thoughts from earth , and aſcend 
ow and mount them to heaven, and no longerto thinke of his body, but of his ſoule;zand ſo 
ing after a learned and Chriſtian-like ſpeech, as well for the inſtruction ofthe living as 
age the conſolation of Alibivs , who was now to prepare himſelfe todye - hee pronoun- 
yay ceth, that for his execrable Murther committed on his owne wife Meri/a, he ſhould 
vne hang till he were dead : and ſo beſought the Lord to be mercifull to his ſoule. 
on, ® And now 1s Alzbi#s againe returned to bis priſon, but ſtill remaineth obſtinate and 
{of perverſe, affirming to all the World , that as he hath lived, ſo hee will dye innocent- 
re-f ly : But God will not ſuffer him todye, without confeſſing and repenting this his 
red ÞÞ bloudy and unnaturall Murther. | 
ſhe Theſe his grave and religious Iudges, out of an honourable and Chriſtian charity, 
| ſo ſend him Divines, to prepare his body to the death of this world, and his ſoule tothe 
in- © life of that to come : they deale moſt effe&ually, powerfully and religiouſly with him 
ner inpriſon - and although they found , that the devill had ſtrongly infnared and char- 
med him, yea, and as1t were, hardned his heartto his perdition : yet God , out of his 
mit Yintinit and 1neffable mercies , addeth both power and grace to their ſpeeches, and ex- 
ew || hortations, ſo as his eyes being opened, and his heart pierced and mollified : they at 
de- laſt ſo prevaile with him, that being terrified with Gods juſtice, and incouraged and 
de- Ecomforted with his mercies : he with teares, ſighs and groanes confefleth this murther 
im Rot his wife, and not onely bitterly repents it,but alſo doth thanke theſe Godly Divines, 
hey Þf for their charity, care, and zealefor the preſervation and ſaving of his ſoule, and doth 
upon his knees beſeech them to pray unto the Lord to forgive him. 
af- | Wee have ſeene Alibins Murther his wife Meril/a : we have ſeene his apprehenſion, 
his impriſonment, triall,conviction, and condemnation, for this hisexecrable and bloudy 
ind fait : wherein we may obſerve how the juſtice of God (till triumpheth o're the remp- 
- & ſtation and malice of the Devill , and how Murther , though never ſo ſecretly acted. 
any ſand concealed,will at laſt bedeteCted and puniſhed. What reſteth there now,but that 
me ſtafter we have hereby made good uſe of this example , we ſee Alibins fetched from his 
m- ſpriſon,& conveyed to the place of execution:(whereat(as we have heard)he formerly 
be- ſtumbled in jeſt, but muſt now in carneſt)where,although it were timely inthe morn, 
og- Nas having the favour to dye alone, and atleaſt three houres before the other condem- 
ly- ned malefaCtors)an infinite number of the Citizens of Breſtza, (of all ranks and of both 
ſexes) aſſembled to ſee Aljbins take his laſt farewell of this World. 
At his aſcending up the ladder, his faire gray beard and comely preſence rey pit- 
| ty 
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ty from the hearts, and teares from the eyes of the greateſt part of the ſpeFators, to ſee 
that the Devill had ſo ſtrongly inchanted and ſeduced him to lay violent hands on his 
wife, and to ſee ſo grave and {o proper an aged man thus misfortunately and un- Þ 
timely caſt away. X | | 2 
His ſpeech at his end was briefe and ſhort ; onely he freely confeſt his crime, and Þ 
with infinite ſighes and teares beſought the world to pray for his ſoule:he lamented the Þ 
Vanity of his youth, and the diſloluteneſle of his age : told them, that his neglecc of i 
rayer to God, and his too much confidence in the devill, had brought him to this 
amefall endzand therefore beſought them againe and againe to beware by his exam- 
ple : and ſo having folemuely freed his ſecond wife Phzlatea from being any way w- 
pR_—_ or acceſſary with the number of his firſt wife Mer;/a : hee recommending his 
oule _ the hands of his Redeemer,dyed as penitently as he had lived diſlolutely and 
-prophanely. 
F fd thus was the life and death of Alibius : the whichT was the more willingly 1n- 
duced to publiſh, partly, becauſe I was an eye-witneſle, both of h is arraignement 
and death,(asI returned from my travels) but more eſpecially,in hope that his exam- 


ple and Hiſtory may prove to be as great a confolation to the Godly, as a terrourto the 
unrighteous. 


To God bee allGlory andprayſe. 


THE 


[TRIUMPHS 


ad 4 

1GODS REVENGE 
-] THE CRYING AND 

_ Execrable ſinne of Murther. 
"| Inchirty ſeverall Tragicall Hiſtories 


( digeſted into fix Bookes)which con- 
taine great variety of mournefull and me- 
morable Accidents, Amourous,Morall,and Divine. 


Booke II. 


Written by 1O H N REYN OLDS. 


—_—_—— 


- —— 


_ LONDON, 
Printed by Edward Griffin for William Lee and are to 


bce fold ar his ſhop 1n Fleetſtreer, ar the figne of the Turkes 
Head neere the Mitre Taverns. 1 6 3 9. 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
AND TRVELY NOBLE, RICHARD 
Lord Buckhurſt, Earle of Dorſet,and Lord 


Lievcetcnantof bis Majcltics County of Suſſex. 


Right Honourable, 


22724% Viof areſolution,whether more bold or ealous, 
3 1 know not,1 have adventured this ſecond Book 
1 SAEED V, of my Tragicall Hiſtories co the World, un- 
(ESA Þ der your Honours Patronage and proteftion * 
A END) 5 Neither need J goe farre to yeeld either your 
| Nos Sy Honour, or the World,a reaſon of thu my Pre= 
WU CPV =} ſumption and Ambition, ſub your Vertues 
innobling Jour bloud, armuch as your Nobility illuſtrates your Ver- 
tues, was the firſt motive which drew me hereunto : for whiles many 0- 
thers mdeavour to be great, your Honour(reſembling your ſelfe)not 
mely indeavours,but ſtrives tobe good;as well knowing that Good- 
nefle is the glory and eſſence, yea the life,and as I may ay, theſoule 
of Grreatnefle;and that betwixt Cireatneſle and Goodnefle there 
u this difference and diſparity ; that, makes us famous, thi, immor- 
tall. that,belovedof men,this, of Cod; that, accompamieth us only 
toour Graves, and this, toHeaven, My ſecond prevazling Mo- 
ve in this my Dedication proceeded from the reſpet of my parti- 
ar duty, ( as my firſt was ſolely derived from the conſrderation of 
Purowne generall and generous Verraes Y for having the honour to 
relaine 
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retaine to your Noble Brother, Sir Edward Sackvile Knight, to 

whom, for many ſmgular reſpets, and(anmerited) favours (while, 
F am my ſelfe) 1 owe not onely my ſervice,but my ſelfe , { therein hod 
me oblieged and bound to proffer and impart this part of my Labourt 
to your Honour,as the firit publike teſtimony of m3 zeale and ſervice, 
eternally'devoted and conſecrated tothe Illuſtrious Name and Fa- 
mily of the Sackeviles; whereof Gods Divine providence hath mad 
your Honour chiefe Here and Pillar, The drift and ſcope of theſe 
Hiflories are to informe the World bow Gods Revenge till fights 
andtriumphs againſt the crying and execrable finne of(wil- 
full and premeditated ) Murther,which: in the/e our ( impure and 
profane)times, is ſo fatally and frequently coincident tounregenerate 
Chriſtians; which Scarlet and bloudy ( rime is infallibly met with, 
and rewarded by Czods ſharpe and ſevere puniſhments ; having pur- 
poſely publiſhed and divulged them to my deare ( ountrey of England 
that they may ſerve ( though not by the way of compariſon, yet of ap- 
plication ) as the ſight of {ulius Czlars bloudy Robe ( ſbewedby 
Marcus Antontus to the Romans in Campo Marto, whe te 
there pronounced bis furerall Oration)thereby romakehis Murther 
and Murtberers in the greater horrour aud execration with the pes- 
ple, The Hiſtories of themſelves are as different,as their effetts ani 
accidents: their Scenes being wil/ully and /infully laidin divers parti 
of C hriſtendome bezond the ſeas, and the 1 ragedies unfortunate 
[y perpetrated and perſonated by thoſe, who more adhering to impieh, 
then Cxrace,and to Satan then Cxod, madeſhipwracke tf not of their 
feules with their bodies, 1 am ſure of their lives with their fortunes,and 
of their fortunes with their lives. They themſelves ( or rather their 


fannes)firit brought the Materials, /, onely the colleftion, illuſtration, 


and polli/bing of theſe their deplorable Hiſtories, which are pennet 
in ſo low a ſphere of ſpeech, and ſo inelegant a phraſe, as they can 
wag merit the Honour of 3our peru/all,nuchleſſe of your judgemen, 
and leaſt of all,of your N oble protettion and Patronage. 
| Howſoever,my hopes (led and marſhalled by the premiſes) doe « 
as it were flatter mee, that your perfetions will winke at my amper- 
fettion 
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to B/efions, and our curioſtcy at my tgnorance and preſumption, in 
les [aigning permit this my rude Pampblet,to /alite and pilgrimage the 
1d WV orld, under the authenticall paſſe-port of your honours favour;who 
rr of ber/elfe is compnſed of ſo poore metall (or rather drofſe) ar witheut 
ce, fuhepure gold of your Honourable Name, it would runne a bazard, 
a- ſnot 10 paſſe currant with the curious wits, and cenſures of this our(tdo 
de (eurious 7 100 cenſorious)age;wherof could I reftl aſſared,T [h:uld then 
eſe put onely rejoyce,but triumph in this my happineſſe,as ſorichly excee- 
ts Wing cbe proportion of m3 poore Labours and merits, that Icould not 
il- Iuſpure 10 a Greater bonour, nor deſire aſweeter felicuy: eAnd ſo re- 
nd ſoommending this my imperfe# Pamphlet to Jour favour, my unwor- 
by ſelfe to your pardon,and your Heonour,zour Noble Counteſle, 
and the ſwect young Lady your Daughter,to Ciods beſt favours and 
ercies, | will aſſume the confidence and conſtancy to remaine, 


be | Your Honoars 1n all hu- 
mulity and ſervice, 
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The Grounds, and (Tontents 
of theſe HisTorie s. 


HisToRIE VT. 


Vidtorina cayſeth Sypontus to ſtabbe and nmrther her firſt hucband Souranza, and ſhe her ſelfe 
poyſoneth Faſſino her ſecond © ſo they both being miraculouſly deteFed and conviGed of theſe 
their cruell Murther he is beheaded, and ſhe hanged and burnt for the ſame. 


HIiSTORITE VII: 


Catalina canſeth her Wayting-Majd Anfilva two ſeverall times attempt to poyſon her owne 8i- 
ſter Berinthiaz wherein failing,ſhe afterwards makes an Empericke, termed Sarmiata, poy- 
ſon ber ſaid maid Anlilva : Catalina is killed with a Thunder-bolt.and Sarmiata hang'd for 
ojſoning Anſilva. Antonio ſteales Berinthia away by her owne conſent:whereupon her Bro- 
ther Sebaſtiano fights with Antonio,and kils hint in a Duell : Berinthia iz revenge hereof, 
afterwards murthereth her Brother Sebaſtianoz ſhe is adjudged to be immured betwixt tw 
Wals, andthere languiſheth and dyes. 


HisToORIE VIII. 


Belluile #reacheronſly mmrthereth Poligny iz the ſtreet. Laurieta,Poligny's Miſtris,betrayeth 
Belluile to her Chamber,and there in revenge ſhoots him thorow the body with a Piſtoll, whett 
aſited by her Wayting-Maid Lucilla, they likewiſe give him many wounds with a Ponyards 
andſo wrther him. Lucilla flying for this faF,is drowned in aLake, and Laurieta is takett 
and hang d and burnt for the ſame. 


-HISTORIE IX. 


lacomode Caſtelnovo Iuſtfilly fals in love with his daughter in law Perina, his owne ſonns 
Franciſcode Caſtelnovo's IVife , whom to injoy, hee cauſeth Terantha firſt to poyſon bis 
owne Lady Fidelia, and then his ſaidſonne Franciſco de Caſtelnovo : in revenge whereof, 
Perina treacherouſly murthereth him in his bed. Terantha, ready to dye in travell of childe, 
confeſſeth her two Murthers, for the which ſhe is hanged and burnt. Perina hath her right 
hand cnt off,and is condemned to perpetuall impriſonment,where ſheſorrowfully dyes. 


HiSTORIE XN, 


Bertolin1 /zckes Paulina 7# »arriage, but ſhe loves Sturio, andnot himſelfe:he prayes her-Bro- 
| ther Brellati, his deare friend, toſollicite her for him, which he doth, but cannot prevaile3 
whereupon Bertolini lets ſall ſome diſgracefull ſpeeches,both againſt her honour,and his repu- 
tation:for whichBrellati challexgeth the Field of him,wher Bertolini kils hinr,ch he flies for 
the ſame.Stur1o ſcekes to marry her, but his father will not conſent thereunto, and conveyes 
hin away (ecretly: for which two diſaſters,Paulina dyes for ſorrow-Sturio frndes out Berto- 
lini,and ſends hin a Challenge, and having him at his mercy. gives him his life at his requeſt: 
he afterwards very treacherouſly kils Sturio with a Petronell in the Street from a Window : 
he 3s taken for this ſecond Murther,fis two hands cut off then beheaded, aud his body throwne 
into the River. H 2 GODS 
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TRIVMPHS OF GODS 
| REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Cry1ngand Execrable ſinne of Murther. 


HisToRI1E VI. 


| Victorina cauſeth Sypontus ts ſtabbe and murther her firſt hucbatd Souranza, and ſhe her elſe 
poyſoneth Faſſmno he» ſecond: ſo they both being ntiraculouſly deteFed and convidted of theſe 
their cruell Marther 5,ve is beheaded, and ſhe hanged and burnt for the ſame. | 


C2 A2-22% Here Luſt takes up our deſites and Revenge and Mutther ſeizeth on 
>\ \ W; 2/{+ our reſolutions, itis the true way to make us wretched in this life, 
(9\ VE ///o} and our ſoules miſerable inthat to come: for if Chaſtity and'/Cha«» 
dv) F7/2= rity(the two precious Vertues and ornaments of a Chriſtian) ſteere 
M VA not our actions oh Earth, how ſhall(nay,how can)we hope to arrive 
\D>i'* to the Harbour of Heaven *or if we abandon theſe ccleſtiall Ver- 
TEVA. tes, tofollow and imbrace thoſe infernall Vices, what doe we but 
take our ſelves from felicity to miſery, and conſequently give our ſelves from God to 
Gtan?But did we ſeriouſly (and not trivially)conſider that there is a Heaven to reward 
the Righteous,and a hell to puniſh the ungodly, we would neither defile our hearrs,nor 
pollute our ſoules with the thought, much lefle with the aCtion of ſuch beaſtly and in- 
humane crimes:but 1n this Ganefall age of ours, the number is but too great of Jaſciv 
ous and impious Chriſtians, whodelight in the attecion and practice thereof: among 
whom I here repreſent the Hiſtory of an execrable Gentlewoman, and her wretched 
| and unfortunate Lover, who were both borne to honour, and not to infamy: had rhey 
had as much grace to ſecure their lives, as vanity and impiety to ruine them. The Hi- 
| ſtory is bloudy, and therefore mournefall:bur if we deteſt theircrimes, 'we= need nor 
| feare their puniſhments : for God 1s a gracious and propitious to proteCt the innocent 
| a5juſt and ſevere to chaſtiſe the guilty. 


| ba Ttalie, the beauty of Exrope, and in the City of Yenice ( the glory of 7taly, the 
{ ANymph of the Sea, and the pearle and diamond of the world ) inthe latter yeares of 
| the raigne of noble Leoxardo Donato (who,as Duke,ſate to the helme of that potent and 
| powerfull Eſtate)ſo famous for baniſhing the Ieſuits,and for oppoſing himſelſe againſt 
the intruſion and fulminations of Pope Paxlus Duintus, in the juſt defehce and mainte- 
nance of the prerogatives and priviledges of the Seignory\There was at that time a gen» 
tleman, a younger brother, yet of well neere fifty yeares old, of the noble Family of 
the Beraldi,named Seignior Tacomo Beraldi, who dwelt above the Rialto Bridge (that fa- 
mous Maſter-piece of Architefture) upon the CarallaGrando, who in the Aprill of = 
| H 3 | you 
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outh tooke to Wife the Doxa Lucia, daughter to Seigniour LorenzaBurſſo, a Gent 
man of Padua, by whom hee had ſeven Children, tour Sonnes and three Daug 
ters : ſoas his Wit and hee eſteeming themſelves happy in their Iflue, paſt away ths 
time'in much content and felicity : but God: (for ſome ſecret and ſacred reaſonsy 
his Divine Majeſty beſt knowne) converting his {miles into frownes, warliin the ſpa 
of ſeven yeares, takes away lixe of their Children , ſo astheir eldeſt daughter ong 
remained hying , being a young Gentlewoman of fome ejghteene yeures old ; natf 
Dona Vitorind-.. 4 s : 


i , 


- This young Gentlewoman,being noble, rich, afid faire (threepow®rfvll an +atlf 


dive Adamants to draw the affections of many Cavaliers) according to her deſert ha 
divers Gallants who ſought her in Marriage:but ſhe was of nature proud, chollericke 
diſdainefull, and maliciousVicesenow, to ruine both a beauty and a fortune: but ofal 
her futorsand ſerxan he whom ſhe beſl w———_ affected yas one —_— Syportu 
a Gentlemaiiof theCity , Fho'was more'noblethen rich} And yet mgre deboſht tn 
vicious then noble ; butzotherwiſe a very proper young Gallant: huethe pertedtion 


| pr | s Ao; + \#. -I 
of the body are nothing robe compared to the excellehtualitiesand indowmeny 


ofthe minde, {for thoſe are but: the varniſhes and ſhaddqwes: of a meete man , buf 


theſe the perfections and excellencies of a wiſe man, and therein noble 3 (ith inde 
wiſdome 1s one of the trueſt degrees, and moſt eflentiall parts of Nobility. Noi 
ViForina love Sypontus, with no leile reciprocall flame and zeale doth Sypontws attel 
ViGoring : or as his eyes behold the delicacie of her perſonage , and the 1weetnelleg 
her beautyf: ſo his heart loyes either, and adores both - yea, ſo deep an 1npreſſion hat 
ſhe ingraven in histhoughts and contergplations, that he 18 never merry tl he ſee he 
nor pleaſed till he injoy the felicity of her company 3 which Y;@oriza rejoyceth to ſe 
and obſerves with infinite, content and deleCtation. Sypoytrs thus intangled in th 
ſnares of YVi@orina's beauty, and ſhee likewiſe 1n thoſe of his perfections,he reſolvesy 
court her, and ſeeke her in Marriage,which he performes with much affeftion, zeal, 
and conltancie, leaving.no induſtry, care, curiolity , or colt unattempted, to inrig 
andcrowne his deſires with the precious and ineſtimable treaſures ofher love. Tſhoull 
make this ſhort difcourle {well into an ample Hiſtory , to,particularize, or punualh 
relate the Letters, Sonnets, Preſents, Meetings, Dancings, Mulicke, and Banquet, 
which paſt twixt theſe two Lovers, and wherewith Sypertzs entertained his deare Mi- 

ſtrefſe Viforina:l wil therefore parpoſely omit it,and cover my ſelfe with this exculs 
which may ſatisfy my Reader,to conſider that Syportws(as before)was an Italiar,whole 
cuſtome and nature rather exceedes then comes ſhort, 1n all-amorous ceremonies and 
complements : And therefore againe to reſume my Hiltory, I muſt briefely declare, 
that after the protraction and receſle of a yearestime,ViFory4 conſenteth to Syportw, 
to be his Wite, ſo farre forth as hee can obtaine thoſe of her father and mother : aft 
and vertucus anſwer of a daughter,wherein I know not whether ſhe bewray morc m6 
deſty and diſcretion.in her ſelfe,or reſpe& and obedience to her parents. 


Sypontws infinitely pleaſed with this ſweet newes and delightful melody,is asit were 


raviihed and raptup into heaven with joy , when flattering himſelfe with this p 


hope, that as Vi&oryra was courteous, fo he ſhould finde her parents kndeto him; he, Þ 
with much reſpect and honour, repaires to Beraldi and Lucia, and in faire and diſcreet | 
termes acquaints them with his long affection to their daughter Yi&Forina 3 whom þ 


(with as much earneſtneſle as humility) hee prayes to beſtow her on him for his wife: 


but this old Couple are as much diſpleaſed at Sypoxztus his motion, as their Daughte | 
Vidorynarezoyceth thereat, and ſo they returne him their deniall inſtead of their con- | 


ſent, only in general tearmes they thanke him for his love and honour.and certific him 


that they have otherwiſe diſpoſed of their daughter. Syportxs bites the lip,and Vids | 


ry14 hangs her head at this their bitter and diſtaſtfull anſwer : but hee is too generous 


and amorous to be put off with this firſt repulſe. Whereupon he imployes his Parens 
and kinsfolkes (whereof ſome were of the chiefeſt ranke of Seratonrs and Magnifics!) 


| 
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"UW 7arkes tooke from his. father and himſelte moſt of his Lands and Poſlefitons neere 
W 5tntr 7H Dalmatia: ind therefore they reſolve toprovide a richer huſband for thei 


rt. hat 
ricke 
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no further proceed, becauſe her ſighes cut her words in pieces,, and fo griefe daunting 
her heart, and her feare to Soxrauza, and affection to,Syportes,, caſting a milke-white 
Vayle over her Vermillian cheekes,ſhe ſinkes to the earth ina faynting cold ſwoone : 
when her hard-hearted and cruell parents (more with aſtoniſhment then cotnmiſera- 
tionand pitty) ſtep to heraſliſtance, and againe bring her to her ſences-: who not for- 
getting 'where her ſpeeches ended, ſhe remembers tg beginne and continue them thus: 
O my deare Parents, name not Soxrarza for my huſband , 'but if you will needs give- 
me one. then by all that blood of yours, which ſtreameth in all the veines ofmy body, 
of two let me injoy one, either Syzpoxtzs, or my Grave 3 he the beginner of my joyes, 
or this the ender of all my miſeries and forrowes 3 neither is it diſobedience in mee, 
but feare of cruelty in your ſelves, that throwes me on the exigent of this requeſtand 
1%E reſolution : whereon I pray, conſider by the bonds of nature , and not by the rulesof 
16 F avarice and inhumanity.Bur her father and mother (withour any reſpect to her youth 
and teares, or regard to her affection and prayers) love Soxranza's wealth ſo well , as 
| they will hate Syportzs his poverty, and.init himſelfe: and therefore checking Vi&o- 
 rna for her folly,and taxing her of indiſcretion, their command and ny gives a 


cry jaw toher obdience and deſires: And to conclude, they are ſv bitter, and withall, fo 
he | cruell to her,that within few-dayes they violently inforce herto marry Soxrazyza. But 
PF this inforced Match will produce repentanceand mjſery of all ſides. . 

ns Asitisa duty inchildren to.honour and obey their parents,ſoitisno lefle in parents 
Fas | carefully to regard, and tenderly to affect their children : butin Matches that are con- 
"EF cluded with wealth without affe&tion,, their Parents ought proceede with judges 
wh | ment, not with paſſion, with perſwaſion, not with force : far can there bee any hell 
el upon earth comparable to that of a diſcontented bed, - or isit nota griefeto Parents, 
wi | through their cruelty,to ſee their children live in defpaire in ſtead of hope, in affliftion 
us | Pſtead of joy 5 and ro dye miſerably , whereas they might have lived pleaſantly and 
es | Proſperouſly ? Tis true, that young folkes affections are not; ſtill well grounded, but 
x | for wantof advigeand counſel! many times meet with miſeryfor felicity : yet fith 


Marriage is a Contract , notfor a day, but for ever,uet foran haure,butforthe _ 
"hy | : 7 an 


£ 
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and leaſe of ourlives 3 therefore Parents , in matching their children,thould be ratheſt®' 
charitablethien greedy for the world , and rather compaſſionate then rigid : bute.ſW'* 
nough of this,and againeto our'Hi#fory. _— | 

” Weehave ſcene Vidoryna, with an unwilling willingneſſe, inforc'd to marry $f ! 
rarza't we ſhall not goe farre, before wee fee what ſharpecalamities and birter afflic;. 9? 
onsand miſeries this Match'produceth : The arguavent and cauſe briefely is thus ; ,Vidto. MP" 
| rina he lth her lurbard Souranza, but cannet love him : from whence (as ſo many ling 
from rheit'tentre)ſpring forth many mournfill and diſaſtrous accidents:the little ring ha 
of Matrimony incloſeth'many great and waighty confideratjons, "and among.othey in! 
this isnot one of the leaſt: diſparity in yeares makes no true harmony inaffe&1ons; fo '® 
there is no affinity twixt Tannary and May, and it is a matter, though not im poſtible, yer8" 
-aifficult f ryouth'and age to ſympathize © Soxranza's bell. erformance of the rites and lo! 
dutics of Marriage, isbutdefire ; yea, his age cannot fu fficiently eſtimate , much leſk N!! 
reward the dainties of Vi&o79#s youth 3 for hee is more {uperltitious:then amorous, ſe: 
2sdelighting rather to Kifle an Image in the Church , then his wife in his bed, and no Ia: 
to betray the truth. I muſt crave leave of modeſty,toaverre that ſhe findes little diffe- th 
rence twixt a Maydand a Wife, ſoas herluſt out-braving her chaſtity , and ſenſi pc 
ality trampling her yertues and honour under foote, whereas her affection ſhould 
looke from Syporty to Son-arza, both ſhee and it contrariwiſc looke from Souranzato** 
Sypontus.' Dillembling pleaſures, which ſtrangle when they ſeem to imbrace and kifk i 
us, bitter Pills candid in Sugar, Cordialls to the ſence , but Corrolives tothe ſoule! 
Yea, Vidorynain forgetting her modeſty, will not remember her vow in Marriage; for 
had ſhee been as vertu5usas young, or aschaſt as faire, it had not onely beene her ver: 


tue, but her duety, tohave {ſmothered the defects , and concealed the imperfettion Kt ! 
and impotencie of her old huſband : Chaſtity would have perſwaded her tothis, bu 
incontinency and luſt draw herto a contrary reſolution. | | & 
Sypontws likewiſe ſtormes and grieves at this unwiſhed and unequall Match of old © 
Sonranza with his young and faire YViForyma;yea,hee hates him ſo much, and loves her [ 
fotenderly and dearely, as hee would, but cannor prevent it : for (as before) theyare 
marryeds and hee in ſtead of rhe Lan-e/ 1s nfotcedrs weaze the WWil/;w : bur his griefe : 


findesthis comfort , and her diſcontent this conſolation, that fith Yi&oryna isnot his 
Wife, ſhe is his Miſtreflez and fith $ypoztu5 15 not her Huſband , heis her Servant, or 

(to uſe the YVeretianphraſe) ſheeishis Conriizana, and hee her Eramorato : bur ſuch 

leagues and contracts vicious of affections _ make happy ends 3 for as they be- 
ginne in luſt, ſocommonly they terminate ig/infamy and milery.$yport#s often famili- 
arizeth wih YiForyna,yea,their familiarity is ſuch, as I in modeſty will not report, fith 

in c>aſtity I cannot, and although they beare their aftettions and pleaſures _q yet 
cuſtome breeding a habit,and that a {ſecond nature, Souranzais now no ſooner abroad, 

but Syportxz is at home, ſoasin effeCt Sorranzais but the thaddow, and Syporrtus the 

ſubſtance of ViForzna's huſband : but theſe laſcivious Lovers ſhall pay deare for ther 
affections 3 Sypoxtys for entertaining and keeping another mans Wife, and Vi&orm 
for brea _ her vow in wedlocke to her huſband, in defiling his bed, and contamins 

ting her body with the foule ſinne of Adultery. 

--.-Tt had bin good & ſafe for them, if they had not begun theſe their beaſtly pleaſures, 
buttogiveno end to them, muſt needs prove dangerous & ruinous: tocommit this ſin 

of Adultery is odious, but to perſevere therein, is moſt abominable before God : the | 
reaſon hereof 1s as true as pregnant 3 for ifthe reward ofa lingle be death, the re- 
doubling thereof muſt needs be double damnation : but as it i:the nature of Adultery 
to be accompanied and waited on by other ſins, ſo Vi@orinis not only content to love 
Sypontus, but ſhe makes a farther | Scars in impiety, and will needes hate her huſ- 
band Sourazza; who poore honeſt Gentleman , ficke with the Gout, and a Coughof 
the Lungs, isnow diſtaftfull , and which is worſe, odious to her ; ſo that ſhee which 
thould be a cordiall to his age, hisage is now a corroſive to her youth, and ſhe ſofarre 
| forgets 
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athe I forgets both herlelfc and her duety, as ſhe rather ContemNes the loves him, and as ie 
. cjoycethin her ſight, ſoſhe delights-in nothing ſo much asin his abſence, and Syporttad 
rreſence : ſhe makes her diſcontents and malice to her huſband knowne'to Sypodityn,: 
Saif wh doth pitty , but will not remedie them : all her ſpeeches tend to wilh her {elfe int 
Hick. f another world,or her huſband nor in this. Sypoxts isnot ignorant whereat ſhe aymesz 
butalthough he injoy the wife, yet he cannot finde in his heart, butis too conſttenci- 
ling ous to murther the huſband : had he remained in the conſtancie of this reſolution , he 
rin; had been happy,and not ſo miſerable and unfortunate to end his daies with ſhame and 
Bly, infamy.But now behold,an unexpected accident drawes and throwes him on headlong - 
toperpetrate this execrable Murther,for(as the Geztrie and Nobility of Veniceare for the 
| moſt part Merchants) ſo Syportzs receiveth ſudden and ſorrowfull newes of two great 
2M loſſes befalne him,in the L2vant Seas, in two ſeveral ſhips, the one comming from Al/e- 
eſſe (po taken by the Tzrkiſh Pyrates of Khodeszthe other from Alexandria, taken,as isſuppo= 
\ Md, by one of the Duke of Ofſuras Neapolitan Gallies, ſcowring the 7ands of the Archipe- 
azs, 1n which two Veilels he loſt at leaſt ſeventy thouſand Zeckyres , it being the two 
third parts of his whole eſtate: and nowto maintaine his greatneſle,and beare uphis 
port and reputation, knowing Soxrarza to be intinitly rich, and his wife YViG@orizva yong, 
amorous,and faire, he agrees with the devill, and ſo reſolves to murther him.and then 
tomarry her 3 which he knowes [he above any earthly matter chiefely delires.Lo hete 
the foundation and project of a Murther,as lamentable as execrable ! Neceſlity in baſe 
ſpirits way be a powerfull, butin thoſe more vertuous and noble, it thould never be a 
pernicious and prodigious counſellour : for there is asmuch generoſity and fortitude 
in ſupporting poverty with patience , as there is covetouſneſle in being ambitiousto 
purchace wealth with infamy. | 
Atthe next enterview and meeting of Syportus and YiForina, ſhe like a bad womatt, 
a wicked wife,and a wretched creature , redoubleth him her complaints and diſcons 
tents againſt her huſband;and becauſe Sypontys knowes it wiſedeme to ſtrike whiles the 
Iron is hot, as alſo that Time mult be taken by the forelocke, he like a wre!ched Poli- 
tician layes hold of this occa'ton and opf o:tunity, and ſo conſenteth to the Murther of 
fo her huſband, when from this bloudy reſolution, they paſle to the manner how to ef- 
tet it : they conſult on this lamentable bulineile. Yi&orin (induſtrious in her malice) 


” propoſeth to poyſon him,and fo to bury him in her little garden : but Syportws difikes 
ich | this project and profers herto murther him in his Gordela, ashe comes from Lncifize- 
yy 14: whereon they agree. SO lome ten dayes after, Vicorina advertileth him,that her 
1; | Puſband js to goeto his houſe of pleaſure m the Country, neere Padua, on the banke 
+ | ofthe River Brexta, where he is onely to ſtay three days. Sypont #5 imbrace:h this occa® 
yet lion, and continually wantonizing with his wife in his ablence, promiſerh her ts megt 
4, ber huſband at hisreturne, aud then to diſpatch him ; which newes with a longing de- 
h G lire this miſerable Curtezan UVidorina attends him with as much impatience as impu- 
ix | dencie. Sypontus inthe meane time (in favour of twice ten Zeckywes) is prepare of 
1 | vo wicked Gondoliers or Watermen., who deepely vow and {weare to conceale this 
.. | Murther. So the preciſe day of Souranza's departure from his Countrey houle being 

| come, Syportas, not to faile of his promile to Vidorina, inthe execution of his bloody 
" and damnable attempt, takes his Goxdolz, and hovers in the direct paſſage berwixt.Lu- 
7h cifizing and Venice, for Scuranza his atrivall, who, poore ha rmeleſle Gentleman, loved 
«| 18 young wite fo tenderly and dearely, ashe thought this ſhort time long that hge 
Fg bad wandred from her : but he hath ſeene his laſt of her, and alaſſe, alaſſe, hee 


ſhall ſee an end of himſelte- : for about five of the clocke of the evening (it beitig 
7 Summer time) his uſuall houre of returne , hee takes Gondolaat Lucifizina, for Vetice, 
Cc | 2ndneere midway twixt both, Sypontus eſpies him,and the ſooner becauſe ix, being hot 
f weather, and no wind ſtirr'ng, Soxrarza had cauſed his curtaines tobe withdrawne- 
h 
re 
ts 


Spontus (inflamed with boyling malice and Revenge) with all poſlible celerity makes 
toward hisGondola, the which diſguiſed and maſked heeenters, and ns yo 
Ponyafc 


$2 Gods Revenge againſt Viurther. Booke ll, 
Ponyard very divelliſhly ſtabs him three ſeverall times at the heart , when fallin 
downeto his feet, hee moſt barbarouſly cut of his beard , and noſe(that he-might not 
beeknowne)and fo throwes him into the Sea ; asalſo his Waterman after him, tha 
they might tell no tales : when having finiſhed theſe execrable Murthers, he with his 
Gondola, with all poſſible ſpeed hyes firſt tro Murano, and ſolands by the Patriarch, 
from thence þy the Ar/erall, and ſo to his owne houſe behind Saint Ser2#'s Church, 
therevy to caſta fayrer varniſh on this villany , by landing and comming into the Citie 


another way, when being arrived at his houſe, hee that night by a confident ſervant 
of his,ſends ViForiza this Letter. 


SYPONTVStoOVICTORYNA. 


Aire and deare ViCtorina, Thavebegun, and ended abuſimneſſe , which inſinitly imports 
thys o 0d, and my content : the party hath drunke bis fill of White and Claret , and js noy 
zone to 3s eternallreſt : ſo alittle time,T bope, will wipe off thy old teares,und confirme thy new 
joyes : bee but as affeFionate, as F ſecret, and as ſecret, as till death I will bee affeFionate , and 
thou neeaſt neither feare my foriunes.nor doubt thine own:jucge what I would doc to injoy the 
and for thy ſake, ſith IT have already undertaken and aFed a buſineſſe of this nature « we nuſt far 
a time reſraine each others company.that wee may the ſooner meet, and imbrace,with more con- 
fent,and leſſe danger. 

| SYPONTVS. 


* ViGorina 1nfinitly rejoyceth at this newes,and the better to cloke her malice, under 
the vaile of ſecrecie, ſhee laments and complaines to her father of her huſbands long 
abſence. Soxrranza's Parents are by Beraldi acquainted herewith , they begin to finde 
the time of his ſtay very long , Mac now reſolve to ſend hisnephew , Seignior Andrey 
Souranza up the river Brenta, to know the cauſe thereof : hee paſleth and repaſleth the 
Sluce of Lxcifiziza,and brings word that he departed thence for Venice, in a Gondols, 
foure dayes lince : YViforyna his wife grieves,” and weepes at hisabſence, fo doe his 
owne Parents and friends, whoenquire of all ſides, but finde comfort or newes from 
none what is become of him. And here, Reader, before thy curioſity carry thee 
further, I conjure thee to ſtand aſtoniſhed and wonder.at the inſcrutable and wonder- 
full judgement of God , in the detection of this Murther. For Fiſhermen ſome eight 
dayes cafting out their nets betwixt the 7lands of LaLazareto and Saint George Majore, 
bring up th1s dead body of Murthered Soxranza, being well apparelled : but chiefly 
for their owne diſcharge, they bring the dead corps to Venice, and land him at Saint 
Markes ſtayres 5 where they extend and expoſe his body to be knowne of paſſengers: 
now behold further Gods miraculous providence , in the diſcovery and finding out 
hereof : foramongſt the numberleſle number of ſpectators and walkers, who dayly 
andalmoſt hourely frequentand adorne that famous Burſe and incomparable Palace, 
ithappened that Ardrea Souranza caſt hiseye on this dead and'{ea-withered body:on 
whom he lookes with as much ſtedfaſtneſle, as curiofity , as if Natzre had made his1i- 
ving body a part of that dead 3 orasifhis hot blood had ſome ſympathy and affinity 
with that of the'dead perſonage, which long ſince the coldnefle of the Sea had con- 
gealed-and frozen : but at laſt eſpying a red ſpot in his necke(under his right eare)that 
hee brought into the world with him, and which all the influence and vertue of the 
water of the Sea had not power to deface and waſhaway : asalſo obſerving a wart 
ovet his left eye-lid , which Nazzre had given his birth , and his youth his age - hee 
paſſionately cries out before the world, that it 1s the body of his Vncle. Sejgnior Tovan 
Baptiſta Sokranza : lo it is viſited by his Parents and friends, and knowne to bee the 
fame : fo they carry him to an adjoyning houſe, and there diveſtingit naked, finde 
that hee hath three ſeverall wounds in his body.either of a Sword or Ponyard , which 

gives matteroftalke, and adminiſtreth cauſe of admiration in all the City : fo = 
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old huſband. Yea, and the mare $0 blegre the eyes, and eclipls the InJement 0 the 
this unnatural] Murther : 


t) -vy 


marriage -::which partly-he attributed. tathe diſparity of their 4 ares, in reſpect gf 


mently to ſuſpeCt-hergf.this Murther, ,which hee often revolv'd and ruminated in his 
minde, :as tf the ſuggeſtion and;per{waſionthereof, not onely bore probability bite 
trath with it” : to-which-end, ,as the.affeQion. of a. true friend (much more of a 
brother) ſhould paſſe beyond the Grave, and not.remaine intomb'd, and buried in the 
duſtthereof,hee 1s reſolv'd.to put his beſt. wits and invention upon. the tenter-hookes, 
todiſcover andreveale the ſame : to which end , hee breakes with Vidoryna's Gentls- 
war, who wayted onher in her Chamber, and, who indeed was his owne Neece Fe- 
licia, .to know what: Gentlewomen chiefly frequented her Lady. .Feligia informes her 
Vnkle, that Signyor Sypontus is many nights with. her, thatthere is much affection and 
familiarity betweene them, and thathee ſends her many Letters. Her Vncle glad' 6f 
this glummering light, which hee hopes will produce a greaterand perfeCter, conjures 
her to intercept-ſome of his Letters, for the more effectuall diſcovery of his brother, 
and her Vnkles death. -.So Feh:cia-promiſeth her.þbeſt care and fidelity. herein , and 
ſhortly effecteth it : for in few dayes after, being ſent by her Lady YVi&orynatd 2 Cas- 
ket of hers ,. to fetch hera new paire of. Komiſb Gloves ,.;ſhee opening an Ivory Box, 
therein findesa Letter : which ſhe reads, and \ceing it ſigned by Syportur, thee thinkes 
itnotinne to bee falſe to her Lady, and true;to ber LES lg very {ecretly andafe- 
ly ſends it him 5 which -indeede,was:the very, Letter wee, have formerly ſcene agd 
read » and now ts his jealouſie and, ſuſpicion.,confirm'd. . Sq yowing A Sacrific 


- 99, nd Sacrificing 
Revenge to his dead and Murthered hrother,, away he goes to ties chiefe Iudgesct 
the forty., who fit oncriminall cauſes, and very paſlionatly accu eth Spontus and Vi- 
foryna tor the Murther, committed on the perſon of his brother, Signzonr Tovars Bapti- 


ſta Souranza, at Sea: whereupon they are both committed priſoners, but [queted in 


ſeverall Chambers. © Syportws is firſt examined, then Yi&orypa : hey bot Very con- 
ſtantly deny the Murther, and with many ſugred words, and ſubtil[ evalions, intimate 
and inſinuate, their innocencies therein :. ſothe next. day the Indges produce Syportus 


his owne Letter 3 the ſight whereof extreamely afflicteth and vexeth him : but hee 
15conſtant in his denyall, and reſolute in that conſtancy, and fo takes on a brazen face) 
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anq with many aſſeverations and imprecations, againe and againe denies it, 5 Verrin 
it isnct his hand, buta meere impoſture and invention of his enemies , whe hay 
counterfaited it, purpoſely to procure his rume and deſtruction : yet inwardly to him. 
{clfe he feareth all is diſcovered, and that there is no meanes left him to eſcape death 
whoſe Image and forme hee now too apparantly and farally ſces before his eyes. $ 
heeis ſent-backe to his priſon, and his Iudges1n the izterim? conſult on his fatt 5 where 
hee is no ſoonerarrived, but bolting his Chamber privatly to himſelfe , hee con. 
ſidering that either YJiForina, orſome for her, had betrayed him by his owne Let. 
ter, hee in bitter fury of choller and paſſion, throwes away his Hat, now croſſeth 
his armes, and then beates his breſt, and ſtamping with his feer, at laſt very low to hin- 
ſelfe bandeth forth theſe ſpeeches : ; | 

And is it poſſible , thatT muſt now loſe my life through Yi&oryna her folly and 
treachery, into whoſe handsI repos'd both my ſecrets and it ? Have I done what 
I have done for her ſake, and is this the requitall ſhee gives me ? And fith there is no 
other witneſle , muſt mine owne Letter bee produced in juſtice againſt mee ? What 
w1ll I not doe ? what haveI notdone for her ſake ? Woe is me, that ſhould live to bee 
rewarded with this monſtrous and inhumane ingratitude ; when for ſorrow and indig. 
nation , not able to containe himſelfe , he takes Penand Paper, and writes Yi&oryn,, 
this enſuing Letter. | 
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SIFONTVS to VICTORINA. 


| I S it poſſible that thy affeTFion to me hath been all this while feigned,and that thou, whom I tru- 
E Bed withall my ſecrets, art now become the onely woman of the world to betray mee £ Thaw 
hazarded my life for thy ſake,and muſt I now bee ſo unfortunate and wretched,to loſe it through 
thy treacherie £ When 1 bore matters with ſuch care and ſecreſie, that no witneſſe wh itſoever 
could be produced againſt mee, muſt mine owne Letter, which was ſafely delivered thee , be 
 broueht forth to convi@# mee of my crime. and ſo to incur death,which otherwiſe Thad avoydeit 
Ts this thy reward of my love & 1s this thy recompence of my affeFion £ O Victoryna, Vitor 
ryna | Such is my tender efteeme of thy (wee! youth and beauty , that had Tinjoyeda thou'and 
les, IT won'd have reputed my ſelfe happy, to have loſt theme all for thy ſake and ſervice : and 
baving but one , wilt thou bee jo crucll to deprive mee thereof ? But that my loyalty and m P 
affeF ion may ſhine in thy malice 5 take this for thy comfort, that as Thaveever liv'd , ſo Iwil 
- xow dhe thy true Servant and faithful Lover, 


SYPONTYVS. $! 


But obſerve here the errour of Syportus his judgement - for whiles he imputes it 
toYiForyma's treachery, that this his Letter will occalion his death 3 hee is ſo 1rr<ligi- ry 
ous and impious, as hee lookes not upto heaven, to conſider that the detection there- 
of proceeds from Gods immediate finger and providence. No : No. For the di 
vell yet holds his thoughts ſo faſt captivated and 1ntangled in the ſnares of Yidorgner 
beauty, as hee hath not yet the " to looke from his crime, to his repentance; 
nor conſequently from Earth to Feaven : but like a prophane T7bertize and unrege- ke 
nerate perſon, being within a ſmall point of time neere his end, hee yetthinkesnotot 
his ſoule, norof God, but onely dallies away the remainder of his hourcs, in the mt | 
ſcrable contemplation of his fond affe&ion and beaſtly ſenſuality. 

Py thi time YiForgnabath receiv'd his Letter 3 atthe newes and reading where þ | 

of, ſuch is the paſſion of her frenzy, which ſhee (though vnjuſily) tearmes love ; that 
ſhee is all in teares, ſjghes, and Jamentable exclamaticns : ſhee knowes it imrofit- S 
ble for any other of the world to hee the reveaterof $y; o71z; his Letter, bur onely 
her Mayd Felicia, whem in her urcharitable Revenge, ſhee curſeth tothe pit of hell: 
but that which addes a greater torment to her tormenits, and a more ſenſible ers 
afttichoa 
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afition to her miſerable ſorrowes,is.to ſee that her Syport##(whorm by many degrees 
Th he loves far dearer then her life) ſiniſterly fuſpeterh her fidelity toward him : yea ſo 
"e Were, as hee not onely calls her attefion bur her treachery inqueltion : and this indeed 
femes to drowne her in her teares. But yet notwithſtanding ſo ferventisher love to- 
wards him.,as the feare of hisdeath drawes her to a reſolution of her own:[o if Sypontxs 
dye;ſhe vowes ſhe will be her owne accuſer,and ſo not live, but dye with him. Strange 
«feds of love, or rather of folly, lich love being1rregutar, and taking falſe objects,(in 
:$traecharacter)isnot love,but folly : to which end , calling for inke and paper, fhee 


" bitterly weeping, indites and ſends him theſe few lines, in anſwer of his. 
Ns '  V1ICTORYNA to SYPONTVS. 


4 | L2G the moſt wretched and ingratefulleſt Lady of the world 5 yeaa Lady who ſhould not 

then deſerve either to ſee or live in the world, ; fVictoryna ſhonld any way prove treacherous 
toSypontus, who hath ſtill beene ſo true and kinde to her. But beleeve mee. Deare Sypontus, 
and I ſpeake it in preſence of God,nipo1r perill of my ſoule,F am as innocent as that witch,that de- 
vill, my maid Felicia 3s guilty of the producing of thy Letter 5 which I feare will prove thy 
death, and rejoyce that in it it ſhall likewiſe prove mine. For to cleare my ſelfe ofingratitude &# 
"s trechery,as T h.rve livedsſo Twil d'e with thee:that as we mutually participated the joyes of lift.fo 
Wwe may the torments of death : for although thy Letter accuſe me'not of my hnsband Soatan- 
12's Myrther, yct that my affeFion may ſhine in my loyalty, and that in my affeFion Þ will not 
arvive , but die with thee : for Twill accuſe my ſelfe to my Indees, not onely as acce ary, but as 
avthor of that Murther © and this reſolution of mine Iwrite thee with teares, andwill ſhortly 
ede it with ny bleod. 


VICTORYNA. 


Syportss, in the middeſt of his perplexities, and forrowes,receives this Letter from 


* Fiforgma, the ſweetneſle of whole affection and conſtancy, much revives hisjoy, ant 
wr comforteth him. Fornow her innocency defaceth his ſuſpicion of her ingratitade 


18 ind treachery - and withall hee plainely ſees, and truely believes, that it was Felzciay 
"" Þ not Uiforina, whobrought this Letrer to Light. But when he deſcends tothe lattet 
wy | part of her Letter , and finds her reſolution to dye with him, then hee condemnev$his 
; 7 former errour in taxing her, and in requitall, loves her ſo tenderly and dearely,thathe 
vowes hee will be ſo farre from accuſing her , as acceſfary of her huſbands Murther, 
as both the Racke , and his death ſhall cleare and proclaime her mhoceney. Hadthe 
ground of theſe fervent and reciprocall afteGions of ViG'orina and Syportys, beene laid 
invertue, as they were in vice 3 or inchaſtity, and not in luſt and adultery, they would 
have given cauſe to the whole world, as juſtly ro prayſe, asnow to diſpraiſe them, 
. |} and then to have beene as ambitious of their imitation , as now oftheir contempt and 
>” If deteſtation. 0) 


of So Sypontys (as before) having fully and definitively refolved not to accufe , but 
os deare ViForina of this Murther, as alſo that he would dye alone, and leave her youth 


and beauty tothe mjoying of many more earthly pleaſures : hee expetting hourel 

«. | tobee ſent for before his Judges, to fit upon his torment or death, thinking himſel 

5"; | bound both in affection & honour, to fignifie YViForina his pleaſure herein, he craves his 
laylors abſence,and with much affection and paſſion, writes her this his laſt Letter c 


SYPONTVS to VICTORYNA. 


= ts Victoryna, thy Letter hath given mee ſo full ſatisfaion, as Trepent mee of my 
J raſh credulity, conceived againſt thy affeFion and conſtancy, and now lay the fault of the 
diſcovery of my Letter, where 3t 3s, and ought tobe, on Felicia , not on thy ſelft. Tt is with d 
lorrowfull, but true preſage , that foreſee, my life haſtens to her period : the Racke is already 
EV 60 I prepared 
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prepared for my torments, and Thourely expe& when I ſhall be fetch't to receive them » 2hig 
for thy ſake I willimbrace and ſuffer , with as much conſtancie as patience © 1 will de 


togratifie me with thy laſt affe&tion and courteſie at my death; let me beare this one content and 


Joy to my grave, that Victoryna will live for Sypontus his ſake, though Sypontus die for ber, 


SYPONTVS. 


Hee had no ſooner ſent away this his Letter to YJ;forya, but he himſelf is ſen 
for toappeare before his Indges , who upon his ſecond examination and denyall, ad. 
judge him to the Racke 3 which hee indureth with admirable patience and conſtancy 
Yea, hecannot be drawne to confeſle , but ſtands firme in his denyall, and not onely 
Cleareshimſcltc, but alſo acquits Vidoryna: Hieronymo Souranzadoth notwithſtanding 
earneſtly follow and {olicite the Iudges, and God, out of his immenſe mercy and pre- 
found providence ſo ordaineth , that their conſciences ſuggeſt and piompt them, that 
Syponts 1 the aCtor of this execrable Murther. Wherefcre the next day they admini- 
{ter him double torment : whenloe, his reſolution and ſtrength fayling him , hee ac. 
knowledgeththe letter his,and confeſlcth it was himſelte that had murthered Seignion 
Tovan Baptiſta Soxranza ©: but withall proteſteth conſtantly that YVi&oryra is innocent, 
and no way accellary hereunto. The Iudges rejoyce at Syportws his confeſlion , a 
much as they grieve at the fouleneſle of his fact : and ſo, although they were alſo de 
firousto hang him, yet conſidering he was a Venetian Gentleman, (and conſequently 
had a great voyce in the great Counſel of the Sezgriory) they adjudge him the next 
day toloſe his head, betwixt the two Columes at Saint Markes Place, and ſo for that 
night ſend/himbacke to his priſon, to prepare himſelfe todye. Syportys is no ſoonet 
departed from them , but they conſult on YiForyna, whether ſhe were guilty, or in- 

nocent of her huſband Soxranza's Murther , but they differ in opinion : ſome would 
likewiſe' have her Racked : but others of them more adviſed and modeſt, reply that 
Sypontys his Letter intimated onely his afteftion to /iForyna, butno way her malice 
to:her dead huſband Souranza, nor that ſhe was any way guilty or acceſſiry to hi 
Murther : fo they reſolve to forbeare her, and not to pur her tothe torment, except 
Syporty# accule her at hisexecution. Now the very night that he was to die the next 
morne. hee infinitely deſires his Iaylor to permit him to conferre with Vidorynz, and 
totake his laſt leave of her, which 1s denyed him, as having received command from 
authority'to the contrary , whereat extreamely grieving, he 1s called away by ſome 
Divines; whom the charity of that grave Senate ſend him , to prepare and diredcthis @m 
ſoule, in her paſſage and tranſmigration to Heaven. So paſſing the nightin teares and I fu 
ayers for the fouleneſle of his crime, the morne being come, and nine of the clocke Þ an 
ve ok ; heisbrought tothe ſcaffold , where a world of people concurre and flocke Þ di 
from all parts of the City , toſec this wretched and unfortunate Gentleman act the Þ an 
laſt Sceane and part of his liſe upon this infamous Theater. Heere Sypontws freely Þ {el 
confellerh his foule Murther of Soxraxza, but is yet ſo vaine and wretched, as hee Þ le 
takes it to his death, that Y;&oryna 1s abſolutely innocent hereof. : hee ſeemes to bee Þ ar 
very repentant and {orrowfull torall his ſinnes in generall, and for this Murther i Þ bu 
particular. bog Wb ; 
For expiation and reward hereof, his head is ſevered from his body : a juſt recom- Þf cir 
pence and puniſhment for fo vicious and bloudy a Gentleman, whoadhering to adul- Þ ſw 
tery more then chaſtity., rorevenge then,charity ,  andto the divell then God, forgot Þ tic 
himſelfe ſo farre', as to commit this execrable and lamentable Murther. Bc 
Now:the order and Decorxywe of our Hiſtory,leades us from dead Sypontus, to living 
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Figaro, who, 1 know not whether more grieved at his death,or rejoyced;that on the 
Racke and ſcaffold hee hath acquitted her of her huſbands Murther. In a word it is 
remark<able to behold the vanity and inconſtancy of this female Monſter : for con- 


rary to her vowes,and repugnant to her Letters and teares, Sypozts 1s no ſooner dead, 


but heratfeCtion towards him dyes with him : yea, his blood is ſcarce fo ſoone cold, 


Þ «cher zcale and friendſhip : for ſhee now holds it a pure folly to caſt away her youth 


andlife, if ſhe may preſerve the one, and fave the other 5 and therefore reſolves to 
ry her bett art and wit , to make herinnocency pale current with her Tudges: yea, ſo 
dcfirous and ambiutieus 1s ſheeto live, as her female heart hath drawneon this maſcu- 
line fortitude and generoſity, that 1f occafion preſent, ſhee will conſtantly both out- 
Jare and out-brave the torments of the Racke,thereby to preuent her death. 

Syme three daies after Sypoztus was executed, the Judges againe fit and conſult on 
7iForyna, but finding no evidence nor witneſle to accuſe her, they at firſt are of opi- 
wonto diſcharge and free her : onely they deeme it requiſite to terrifie , but not to 
torment her with the Racke , before they give her her liberty : whereunto they all a- 
gree. 50 they ſend for her , and threaten her with the Racke : but ſhee vowes, that 
all the torments of the world ſhall never inforce her to confeſle an untruth , and that 
ſhee never had the leaſt ſuſpicion that Syportus was guilty of this execrable Murther of 
her huſband : her Judges wil not yet believe her 5 ſo they cauſe her to be carriec! co 
the Racke : whereunto ſhee very cheerefully and patiently permits her ſelfe to bee fa- 
ſtened, bidding the Executioner doe his worſt : which conſtancie of hers, her Indges 


ſeeing and hearing, they , in pitty and commiſeration,as wel of her youth and beau- 


ty, astoherdeſcent, and the teares and prayers of venerable old Beratd; her farner 
cauſe her to bee looſed,and ſoin open Court acquit and diſcharge her. 

Here wee ſee this wretched Conrtizar Vidorynaacquitted of her Tudges for he: 
huſbands Murther, ſo as truumphing more 1n her good fortune, then her ir::ocency, 
ſhee now thinkes the ſtorme of her puniſhment paſt and ore-blowne, and that no ft;- 
ture can poſiibly be reſerved for her , or ſhee for it : but her hopes will decer. © her : 
tor although ſhee have made her peace with Earth , yetſhe hath not with Fi-aven : 
and although ſhe have deluded the eyes of her Indges, yet ſhee ſhall not thoſe of C:2 3 
but when his appoynted houre, and her due time iscome,then her crimes and ſins, he 
adultery and Murther ſhal draw down vengeance from heavento her confuſion. Jn the 
meane time wee ſhall ſee this Monſter, and d1ſgrace of her ſexe, make fuch bad uſe of 
her former danger, as ſhee will againe adde bloud to bloud, and Murther to Murther: 
but God will reſerve not onely the rod of his wrath for her correftion , but the full 
viols of his indignation for her confuſtonzas the ſequell will ſhew thee. 
 $ixemoneths are ſcarce paſt, fince the Murther of her huſband Soxranza, and the 
execution of her Enamorato Sypontys, but ſhee hath already quite forgotten theſe two 
mournefull and tragicall accidents : and which is more, ſhee is fo frohtke and youth- 
full, as ſhee hath throwne off her mourning attire, and drawne on her rich apparell, 
and glittering jewels , whereof the curiolity of the nobler ſort of Gentlemen and La-= 
dies of the Citie take exaCt obſervation : and although Berald; and Lacia, her father 
and mother, herein taxe her of indiſcretion and 1immodelity , yet ſhee thinkes her 
lelfe exempt of their commands, and therefore will doe it, out of the ambitious privi- 
ledge ofher owne uncontrolable authority ana willfulnefſe. Beſides, her thoughts 
are ſo youthfull , and her carriage ſo light, as notwithſtanding ſhee came (as it were) 


but now from burying of her firſt huſband , yet ſhee is reſolved without delay, to 


have a ſecond : her father and mother checke her of levity and incivility in imbra- 
cing this reſolution : but 11 vaine: for her impudencie returnes them this immodeſt an- 
[wer,that ſhee will nottrifle away her time, but marry. They adviſe herto be cau- 
tious, and to doe nothing raſhly in this her ſecond match, that the misfortune and 
[candall of her firſt may no more reflect on her. But ſhee will make choyce for her 


| {c]fe by the eyes of her youth , andnot by thoſe of theirage 5 by thoſe of her owne 
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fancie, and not by theſe of their eleion. Her huſband Soxrarza dyed rich, bothi 
lands and monies, and his Widow Yi&oryza, without any oppoſition,injoyeth all:@ 
ſhee needs not looke out for Suters, for there are Gallants enow who ſueand ſeg 
her : but of them all , he whom ſhee beſt and chiefly aftefteth, is one Seignionr Loyge 
vicus Faſdino , a very neat and proper young Gentleman of the Citie, rich, and yg 
deſcended; his parents and kinſmen tor the moſt part being Clariſizzo's and Serty; 
and all of them Gentlemen of Yericez and him YVi@oryna daben, and reſolves to mak 
her huſband, grounding her chiefeſt reaſon and afteCtion on this reſolutian and fous. 
dation, thatas Soxranza was too old for her, fo Faſſino was young enough, and there 
fore fit to bee her huſband, and ſhee his wife , meaſuring him wholly by his exterig 
perſonage , andnot ſo much as once prying either into his vices or vertaes. Faſinſ" 
who carryed a vicious and pernicious heart under a pleafing geſture and tongue, ay 
loving YVidtoryna's wealth more then her beauty, obſerving her affection and reſpe&y 
him, feekes, courtes, and wins her. Her Parents underſtanding hereof, asalfo th 
Faſfino 18a vicious and deboſht Gentleman, with all their poſlible power and authon* 
tie, they ſecke to divert their daughter from him. But ſhe is deafe to their requeſk 
and reſolved, that as ſhe followed the ſtreame of their commands in her firſt math 
ſo ſhee will now the current ofher owne pleaſures and afteQtionsin this her ſecond: 
and ſo, to the wonder of / exice, and the griefe of all her parents and friends, before ſl 
had above ten dayes conferred with Fafio, ſhe marries him. But this match ſhall ng 
ſucceed according to their deſires - for YViForyna ſhall ſhortly repent it , and Faſinsil 
ſoone rueand ſmart for it ; ſith it isa maxim, that ſudden affections prove ſeldon 
prolperous : for it they have not time to ſettle and take root,they are incident aſloone 

to fadeas flouriſh, eecatty if they are contracted and grounded more for luſt tha 
love-and more for wea!th then vertue. 

The firſtmoneth of this marriage, Faſfinokeepes good correſpondence and obſ: 
vance with his wife, but thence-forth hee breakes Pale, and rangeth - for the truthi 
although hee were but a young Gentleman, yet (which 1s lamentable) hee was andl{ 
whore-maſter: which laſcivious profeſiion of his, threatens the ruine, not onely of hi 
health, but of his fortune and reputation : ſonow , when he ſhould be at home , he 

| 1sabroad : yea, not onely by day,but by night, that upon the whole, Y7iorz24 is more! 
widdow then a wife : at which unlook'd and unwiſh'd for newes, ſhe not onely bite 
the lip, but very often puts finger in her eye and weeps: for it gripesand grieves her 
heart, to ſee her ſelfe thus ſlighted, neglected, and abuſed by Faſ7zo, whom, of alth 
Gallants of the City , ſhee had ele&ed and choſen for her huſband : ſhee is infinite 
rieved hereat.and yet her griefe and ſorrow infinitely exceeds her jealouſie - and noy 
as graceleſle as ſhee 1s, ſhee thinkes God hath purpoſely ſent her this laſcivious Faſi 
for her ſecond hufband, as a juſt plague and puniſhment, to revenge her adultery coo 
mitted againſt Soxranza her firſt : ſo, had ſhee had more grace,andlefle vanity andim 
pietie,ſhe would have made better uſe of this conſideration, and not ſo ſoone forgot 
it,and in it,her ſelfe. | |. 

Now asitis the nature of jealouſie , to have more eyes then Argys, and ſo to pit 
and ſee every where : YVi&oryna, her curioſitie, orrather her malice herein, finds out 
that her Huſband Faſino familiarly frequenteth and uſeth the company of man 

- Courtezans, eſpecially of the Lady Paleriana , one of the moſt famous and reputelf- 
beauties of Yerice - and this newes indeed ſtrikes her at the very gall with ſorrow an : 
vexation3 faine ſhe would reforme and remedy this vice of her husband , but ho 
ſhee knowes not, for ſhe ſees little or no hope to reclaime him, ith he not onely ter 
derly loves Paleriana, but which is worſe, ſhe apparantly ſees, that for her ſake, he 
contemnes her ſelfe and her company : for when he comes home, he hath no delight} 
in her, but onely in his Lute, or Bookes, w bich 1s but to paſſe his melancholy, for 

* "Lady Palcriana's abſence. till he againe reviſit her : ſo as wholly negleQed, and as 
may truely ſay,almoſt forſaken of her husband,ſhe knowes not what to doe. nor hoy 
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thb-ar2 her ſelfe inthoſe furious ſtormes of her griefe , and miſerable tempelt of her 
jealoatie. But of two ditterent courſes to reclaime him from thighis lin of whoredoine, 
he rakes the worlt:for in ſtead of counſelling & dillivading her huſband, ſhe trorments 
kim with a thouſand ſcandalous and injurious {peeches:but this, in ſtead of quenching, 
doth | ut onely bring oyle to the flame of hisluſt:for if he repayred home to her {el- 
1ome betore,now he ſcarce at all comesneere her : ſoasſhee isa Wife, yetno Wife : 
and hath a Huſband, yetno Huſband : butthis isnot the way to reclaime him, for faire 
ſpeeches and ſweet exhortations may prevaile, when choller cannot. 

And now it is, that this wretched and execrable Lady againe aflumes bloudy reſo- 
Jutions againſt her ſecond huſband, as ſhee had formerly done againſt her firſt, vowing 
that he ſhall dye,ere (hee will live to bee thus contemned and abuſed of him : yea, her 
hot love to him1s ſo ſoone growne cold, and her fervent affeCtion already ſo frozen, 

hat now ſhee thinkes on nothing elſe but how to bee revenged, and tobe ridofhim3 
and is ſo impious and graceleſle,as ſhee cares not how,nor in what manner ſoever ſhee 
nd him from this world to another : for the devill hath drawne a reſolution from her, 
x rather ſhe from the divell, that here he ſha)l not much longer live.Good Gud ! what 
an impious and wretched fury ofhell will U;i&orina proove her (elfe here on Earth ? 
for the bloud and life of one huſband cannot quench the thirſt of herluſt and revenge, 
Whut (hee muſt and will imbrue her hands in that of two : asifit were not enough for 
* Wir to trot, but thatthee will needs gallop and ride poaſt to hell. O what pitieis it, 
ofeea Lady fo wretched and execrable ! O what an execrable wretchednelle is it, to 
zealady fo inhumane, and ſo devoyd of pitie ! Butthe devill is ſtrong with her, be- 
auſe her faith 1s weake with God : therefore ſhe will advance, the will not retire in this 
er bloudy deſigne and reſolution. Wherefore we ſhall ſhortly ſee Faſfino his adulterie 
pumſhed with death, by his wite YViForina's revenge 3 and thismurther of hers juſtly 
rewarded and revenged with the puniſhment of her owne : the bloudyer our ations 
re,the ſeverer Gods judgements,and the ſharper his revenge will bee. | 
Of all forts and degrees ot inhumane and violent deaths, this wretched Lady Yi&o- 
rathinks poylon the ſureſt,and yet the moſt ſecret todiſpatch her huſband. Thisin- 
vention came 1mmediately from the devill, and is onely praiſed by his members : of 
which number ſhe will de{perately and damnably make her felfe one : her luſt and re- 
venge, like miſerable Advocates, and fatall Orators,perſwade her to this execrable at- 
empt, wherein by cutting off her huſbands life, ſhee ſhall find that ſhe likewiſe caſtsa- 

ay her owne. SoneitherGrace nor Nature prevailing , ſhe ſends for an Apothecary, 
named Augn/tino 5 and when the hath conjured, and he promiſed his fecrecie, ſhee acs 
quaints hun, that hernew huſband Faſo keeps Courtiſans to her noſe, and dayly and 
bourely oftereth her many other inſupportable abuſes and diſgraces 3 in requitall and 
revenge whereof ſhe 1s reſolved to poylon him, and prayes him to undertake and per- 
forme it,and that ſhe wil reward him with thre? hundred Zeckines for his labour. 

Otal profeſſions and faculties,there are good and bad:Azgſtinoloves God too wel, 
herein to obey the devil : he hath too much grace,to be ſo impiousand graceleſle, and 

$owes, that he wil not buy goldat ſo dearea rate, as the price of bloud ; ſo as a good 
Chriſtian, and true child of God, he not onely refuſeth ViForzna's motion and profter, 
but in re!1gious termes ſeeks to divert and perſwade her from this her bloudy attempt. 
But ſhe is reſolute in her malice, and wilfull in her revenge, and therefore wil performe 
therſelfe, {ith this Augzſtino wil not : ſo (by a ſecond hand) ſhe procures poyſon from 

Fa ftrange Empericke, whereof the City of Vexice, more then other of 7taly, aboundeth : 
loſhe onely waits for an opportunitie, which very ſhortly, though, alas, too too ſoone, 

Mpreſents it ſelfe 3 the manner thus : 

It is impoſſible that Faſ/zzo his diſſolute life , and extreme deboſhing can keepe him 

b long from ſickneſle 3 for this puniſhment is alwayes incident and hereditary to that 
line. He complaines thereof to his wife Uidoryna, who receives this newes rather 
th giadneſſe, then commilcration my pitie : and ſotaking his bed, he prayes her 
| 2 to 
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to make him ſome comfortable hot broth for his ſtomacke : which newes ſhee hear: 
andembraceth inwardly with joy > outwardly with diſdaine. For albeit ſhee lay 
hold of this opportunitie to poyſon him, yet ſhee diſſembles her malice; and the bet 
to colour her villany, becauſe the knowes it the ſmoother and ſhorter way to be reve 
ed in poyſoning him, ſhee will not make the broath her ſelte, but commands her mz 
Felicia todoe it, (of whom wee have formerly ſpoken, in the diſcovery of Syportus hi 
Letter to her Vnkle Hieronymo Souranza)which treacherous office of hers,our maliciq 
and divelliſh YVi&orinaher La1y and miſtrefle, hath nowa plot in her head, to requit 


with anexecrable and helliſh recompence:for while Felicia is boyling of the broath, h+ 


Lady UViforinatrips to her chamber and cloſct,and fetcheth out the poyſon, invelopy 
in a paper, whereof ſhe takes two parts and brings downe with her, and whiles ſhe hy 
purpoſely ſent Felicia from the fire, ſhe runs and throwes it into the breath, which 
the preſentno whit altered the colour thereof : ſo Faſſzo calling for it, this poore ing 
cent gentlewomai Felicia,(not ſuſpeCting or dreaming of poyſon)gives it him, which(; 
ignorant therof) he ſups upzand this was about nine or ten of the clocke inthe morn 

Now whiles Felicia 18 aCting this mournfull Tragedie in Fa{ſzzo his chamber, her 
dy Vi&orina is aCting another 1n bers forſhee takes the other third part of the poyſa 
and ſecretly opening Felicia's trunke, puts 1t into a painted boxe which ſhe found ther: 
in, and ſo lockes it againe, hoping (though indeed with a wretched and helliſh hope 
that her huſband being dead, his body opened,and the poyſon found in her trunke, 
would give out that Felicia had poyſoned him with broath that morne, and this foun 
in her cheſt, would make her guilty of the murther; for the which ſhe knew ſhe mu 
needs die.See,ſee.the divelliſh double malice of this wretched Lady ViForina,as welt 
her huſband Faſſino,as hermayd Felicia'Butas finely as the devil hath taught hertoſy 
the thread of this her malice and revenge , yet though her plot have taken effett a 
hold of her huſband, neverthelefle ſhe ſhall in the end fayle ot hers to innocent Felicu 
in the interiz:, though to the eyes of the world it ſeeme at firſt to ſucceed accordingt 
herdefires by the by, yet it ſhall not in the maine : but that murther, and this treak 
of YiForinaſhall not goe long either undetected, or unpuniſhed. 

This poyſon working in Faf/70 his ſtomacke and body , begins bydegrees to cute] 
his vitall ſpirits , ſo as his ſtrength failes him , his red cheekes already looke pale an 
earthly, and his body infinitely ſwels : he calsfor his wifeViForiva, who with al! haſt 
and expedition tells her ſecretly, that hee feares, Felicia hath poyſoned him with th 
broath fhee gave him in the morningzand ſo requeſteth her to ſend for his parents al 
friendsto be preſent at his death, forlive he could not. UVidoryna, like a diſlemblin 
ſhee-divell, teares her hayre for anger, and for meere ſorrow ſeemes to drowne te 
ſelfe in her teares at this newes , kiſſeth and fawnes on her huſband, and in all poſlibl 
haſte ſends away ofall fides for his kinsfolkesand friends, who haſtily repayreth 
ther, and finde Faſ5z#o almoſt dead : ſo they , with teares, inquire his ficknef{e;whe 
with open voice his wife Vi&orina cryes out, that her wretched maide Felicia had wit 
broath,that morne, poyſoned himzwhich Faſſzo his memory and tongue yet ſervedh! 
to confeſle and averre, word for word, as his wife V;&oriza had related them : wherei 
they are all (crrowfull, and weepe, and then, and there cauſe Felicia to bee aÞ 
prehended and ſhur faſt in a chamber z who(poore harmeleſle young Gentlewoman,' 
amazed at the terrour and ſtrangeneſle of this newes , and cries out and weepes fob 

terly.as ſhe ſeemes to melt her ſelfe into teares, only the knowes ber ſelfe innocent,ani 
yet feares that this malice and revenge proceeds to her from her Lady Yidormf 
Whiles Feliciais thus under ſure keeping , her Maſter Faſzinmo dyes : which newes! 
ſoone diſperſed and divulged abroad, to the griefe and admiration of the whole Citi 
The next morne the criminal] Indges are advertiſed hereof, who repaire to Faſ5:o hi 
houſe, who by this time is dead, & there ſee his breathles carkaſle, which they ordanſ 
to be opened : the poyſon is apparantly found on his ſtomack,in its natura]l & prilſt 


colcur 3 when examining firſt Faſ5izo, then YVidorgna's parents, they report Faſ5inatt 
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owne words uttered a little before his death, that Felicia had that morne poyſoned him 
with broath : which is averred by ViForyza, who faith, ſhe ſaw her giveit him. Sothey 
end away poore Felicia to prilon, but yet with a vehement ſuſpicion, that this poyſo- 
ned arrow came out of Yiforzna her owne quiver, which they the ſooner believe, in 
reſpect ofher former troubles, and ſuſpicions for the murther of her firſt huſband Sow- 
-z4 : So the Tudges returne and betake themſelves, that very mſtant, totheir Tribu- 
nall of Iuſtice , inthe Dukes Palace of Saint Markes : where they fend for Felicie, who 
is brought them , unaccompanied of any - for as misfortune would, both her Vnkle 
Hieronzgmo, and her Coulin Andrea Souranza,were then at Corfu, mployed in ſome pub- 


Tike affaires for the Seigniory. The [udges examine Felicza, concerning the broath and 


poyſon ſhe gave her Maſter. Shee bitterly ſighing and weeping) conteflerh the broath, 
but denies the poyſon 5 vowing by herpart and hope of heaven, ſhee never touched 
nor knew what poyſon was, and delired no favour of them , if it were found or proo- 
ved againſt herz withall, ſhe acquaintsthem, that ſhe feares it 1s a tricke of malice and 
revenge , Clapt on her by herLady YidForyna, for the diſcovery of Sypontys his Letter. 
And to ſpeake truth, the Indges1n their hearts partly adhere and concurre with her in 
this opinion: they demand her whether her Lady YVi&oryna touched this broath, either 
by the fire, or the bed ? Shee, according to the truth, an{wers,that to her knowledge or 
ſight, ſhe touched it not, norno other but her (elte. So they ſend her againeto priſon, 
and returne ſpeedily to Fa{v7n0 his houſe 3 where committing YVi&oryna to a ſure guard, 
they aſcend her chamber and cloſer, fearch all her trunkes, caſketsand boxes, for poy- 
ſon, but find none : and the like they doe to Felicia's trunkes,which they breake open, 
ſhe having the key and in a boxe find a quantitie of the ſame poyſon, whereby it was 
apparant ſhe abſolutely poyſoned her Maſter Faſsino. The Iudges having thus found 
outand revealed , as they thought, the true author of this murther, they deſcend, a- 
gaine examine Yidoryna, and ſo acquit her. Poore Felic;ais advertiſed hereof 3 where- 
at ſhe is amazed and aſtoniſhed,and thinkes that fome witch or divell caſt it there for 
her deſtruCtion. She is againe ſent for before her Iadges, who produce the poyſon found 
in her trunke:ſhe denies both the poyſon and the murther,with many ſighes and teares: 
ſo they adjudge her tothe racke, which torment ſhe ſuffereth with much patience and 
conſtancy notwithſtanding, her Iudges confidering that ſhe made and gave Faſ73o the 
broath, that none touched it but her ſelft,that he died of it, and that they found the re- 
mainder of the poyſon in her trunke,they thinke her the murtherer; ſo they pronounce 
ſentence,that the next-morne ſhe ſhall be hanged at Saint Markes place. She poore ſoute 
is returned to her priſon 53 ſhe bewailes her misfortune thus to die, and be caſt away 
innocently,taxing her Indges of injuſtice,as her foule is ready to anſwer ittoGod. 

All Yezice pratleth of this cruell murther committed by this young Gentlewomanz 
but for her Lady /7Forynasthee triumphs and laughs like a Gypſey,to ſee how with one 
ſtone ſhee hath given two ſtrokes, and how one poore drug hath freed her this day of 
her huſband Faſ77z0 , and will to mcrrow of Felicia, of whom ſhe rejoyceth in her ſelfe, 
that now ſhe hath cryed quittance for the diſcovery of Sypontws his Letter , which 
procured his death : but her hopes may deceive her, or rather, the divelt will deceive 
both her and her hopestoo. How true orfalſe, righteons or finfull our ations bee, 


F God in his due time will make them appeare in their naked colours, and reward thoſe 


with glory, and theſe with ſhame. he 
The next morne, according to the laudable cuſtome of Yexzee, the mourners of the 
Setgniory accompany our ſorrowfull Felicia to the place ofexecution, where ſhe mo- 
deſtly aſcended the Jadder, with much filence, penſiveneſſe and afflition:at the fight of 
whoſe youth and beauty , moſt of that great infinitie of SpeQtators cannot refraine 
from teares, and commiſerating and pitying, that ſo ſweet a young Gertlewoman ſhould 


come to ſoinfamous and untimely a death - when Felicialifting up her hands, and e- 


retting her eyesand heart: owards heaven, fhe brietly ſpeakes to this effect : She takes 
heavenand earth to witneſle,that ſhe is mnocent of the poyſoning of her Maſter Faſsino, 
and 


eg 
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and ignorant how thar-poyſon ſhould be brought into her Trunke 3 that as her know. 
ledge cannot accuſe, ſoher Conſcience will not acquit her Lady Vidoryna of that fat, 
onely ſhe leaves the detection and judgement thereot to God, that being ready to fox. 
fake the world , fith the world is reſolved to forſake her, the as much triumphsin he 
innocencie, asgrievesather misfortune : and that ſhe may not only appeare in Eart, 
but be found in Heaven a true Chriſtian , ſhe firſt forgives her Lady YiForyna,and her 
Ludges, andthen beſeecheth God to torgive her all her ſinnes, whereunto ſhe humh| 
and heartily prayes all thatare preſent, to adde their prayers to hers : and fo ſhe begin 
to take off her band, and to prepare her ſelteto dye. | 
- Now.Chriſtian Reader, what humane wiſedome, or earthly capacitie would here con- 
ceive or thinke,that there were any ſublunary meanes left for this comfortleſle Gentle. 
woman Felicia,cither to hope for life,or to flatter her ſelfe that the could avoid death} 
But loe, as the children of God cannot fall, becauſe he is the defender of the innocen, 
and the protector of the righteous, therefore we ſhall ſee toour comforts,and findety 
Godsglory, that this innocent young Gentlewoman ſhall be miraculouſly freed of her 
dangers,and puniſhment,and her inveterate arch enemy Vi&oryza broughtin her ſtead, 
to receive this ſhamefull death, in expiation of the horrible murthers cf her two huſ. 
bands,which God will now diſcover, and make apparant to the eyes of the world : fot 
as the Fryers and Nunnes prepare Felicza, to take her laſt farewell of this world, and fg 


toſhut up her life inthe direfull and mournetull Cataſtrophe of her death; Behold, by 


the providence and mercy of God , the Apothecarie Avgyſtizo (of whomthis our Hi- 


ſtorie hath formerly made an honeſt and religious mention) arrives from Cape 7tria: | 


and having left his ſhip at Malmocco, lands ina Gondola at Saint Markes ſtayers 3 when 
knowing and ſeeing an execution towards, hee thruſts himſelfe in amongſt the crowd 


of people - where beholding ſo young and ſo faire a Gentlewoman, _— todie : hee 


demands of thoſe next by him , what ſhee was, and hercrime : when being anſive- 
red, thathername was Felicia, a wayting Gentlewoman to the Lady YViForyna, who 
had poyſoned her Maſter Faſ5izo : at the very fir{t report of the names of Vi&oryna, 
and her huſband Faſs/o, Argnſtino his bloud flaſheth up in his face, and his heart be- 
gan to beat within him , when demanding it no other were acceſlary to this murther: 
hee was informed, that her Lady YVi&oryna was vehemently ſuſpected thereof : but ſhe 
wascleared, and onely Felicia, this young Gentlewoman found guiltie thereof : which 
words were no ſooner delivered him, but God putting into his heart and remem- 
brance, thatthis Lady Yi&oryna would have formerly ſeduced him for three hundred 
Zeckines, to have poyſoned her huſband Faſs;no , he confidently believing this young 
Gentlewoman innecent hereof, with all poflible ſpeed, astaſtas his legges could 
drive, hee runnes upto the Southeaſt part of the corner of the Gallery of the Dukes 
Palace , where the Officers ſit to ſee execution done the which he requeſteth for that 
time to ſtop, becauſe he hath ſomething to ſay concerning the murther of Signiour Fſ- 
ſino. Whereupon they call out to the Executioner to forbeare : which bred infinit ad- 
miration inal the ſpeCtators,as wondering at the cauſe ard reaſon thereof, when in con- 


ſtant and diſcreet termes, Awgnſtino informes theI udges , that he thinks Felicia inno- Þ 


cent, and herLady YVi&oryma guiltie of this murther, and (o relates them the manner, 


time, and place where U:orzna her {clte ſeduced him to poyſon her huſband Faſ5ino, | 
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howsſhe proffered him three hundred Zeckines to performit, which he refuſed , and | 
to the utmoſt of his power, ſought to diflwade her from this bloudy and execrable | 
buſineſlce.The Judges are aſtoniſhed at the ſtrangeneſle of this newes,which they begin 
contidently to believe, and fo bleſle the houre of Axgaſtino's arrivall, that hath with- | 


held them from ſpilling the innocent bloud of Felicia, when commanding her from 
the place of execution, to her prifon; they inſtantly give order forthe T.ady FKiforinas 
appreh«nſion, whoalready had built trophces and triumphs of joy in her heart, to ſee 
thatall her bloudy deſignes ſo well ſucceeded. But now is the Lords appoynted time 


come, wherein all hcr crue]l Murthers, whoredome, tr2achery,and hypocriſie, ſhall be | 


brought 


Xt 


*-20O. 5 ov 


7 >> Vin Jy RN} foac 


Hi. VI. Sypontus and V, etor na. 


OS oo ooo GOES 


brought to light and puniſhed: yea, now it ſhall no longer be in her power,or in that of 
the devill, her Schoolemaſter and Seducer, either to diminiſh the leaſt part of her pu- 
niſhment, or to adde the leaſt moment or point of time to her life. She isallin tearesat 
her apprehenſion, but they rather ingender envie, then pitty in her Judges : And fo 
from the delights and pleaſures of her houſe,ſhe is haſtily conveyed to priſon. 

Her Judges, in honour to the ſacred dignity of Juſtice (the Queene of Earth,and the 
daughter of Heaven)confront her with Augn/tizo,whoaverres his former depoſition as 
conſtantly in her tace, as ſhe denies it impudently in his. But this will not prevaile her: 
for now God hath made the probabilities, orrather the ſight of her crime too appa- 
rant.So without any regard to her prayers, teares, orexclamations, they adjudge herto 
the Racke, where the tendernefle of her limbs, the ſharpeneſle of her torments, but e- 
ſpecially the griefesand pinches of her conſcience, make her acquit Felicia, acknows- 
ledge Anzrſtino his evidence, and condemne her ſelfe to be theauthor both of her firſt 
husbands ſrabbing,as alſo her ſeconds poyſoning : her Judgesas much praiſe God for 
her confi ffion, as they deteſt and are aſtoniſhed at the falſeneſle of theſe her horrible 
crimes.So with much oy they firſt tree innocent Felicia of her unjuſt impriſonment;and 
then knowing tt pitty that ſo wretched a Lady as Y:&orinaſhould live any longer, they, 
for her abominable cruelties and inhumanities, condemne her the next morne to bee 
hang'aand burnt on Saint Markes Plice. At the knowledge and divulging of which 


| newes,2s her father, mother, and kinsfolkes extreamely grieve, ſo all Yezice bleſſe and 


glorifie God, firſt, that innocent Feliciais ſaved, and guilty YViForina detected and con= 


demned to the ſhame and puniſhment of a deſerved death. 
The ſame night the Prieſts and Fryers deale with her about the ſtate of her foule,and 


its pilgrimage and tranſmigration to heaven:they finde that her youth, luſt,and revenge 


| hath takena ſtrange poſleſſion of the devill,and heinthem-for ſhe ſtill loves the memo- 


ry of Sypontus, and enviesand deteſts that of her two husbands, Sour.,zza and Faſſino + 
but they deale effeCtually with her, and in her ſpeeches depainting her forth the joyes 
of heaven andthe torments of hell, they at laſt happily prevaile, and ſo make her for- 
ſake the vanity and impiety of theſe her paſſions, by reliſhing the ſweet ſhowres of 
Godsmercies:ſo the next morne ſhe 1s brought to her execution : where the world ex- 
petting to heare much matter from her. ſhe 1s very penſive and contemplative.and faies 
little, onely ſhe prayes Felicia to forgive herzasalſo all the Parents of her two Husbands, 
Soaranza and Faſſino,and likewiſe of Sypontus;but chiefely ſhe invokes God her Saviour 
an | Redeemer,to pardon theſe her horrible ſins of adultery and murther,and beſeech- 
eh all that are preſent to pray for her ſoule;and ſo according to her ſentence, ſhe is firſt 
hang'd and then burnt: whereat all that great affluence and concourſe of people praiſe 
the providence and juſtice of God, in cutting off this female monſterand ſhame of her 
ſexe ViForina:whole tragicall and mournefull Hiſtory may wee all reade and remem- 
ber, with deteſtation, that the example hereof be our forewarning and caveat, not to 
truſt in the deceiveable luſts of the fleth, and the treacherous tentations of the devill, 
but ro rely on the mercies and promiſes of God which will never faile his eleCt,but will 


| affuredly makethem happy in their lives, bleſled intheir deaths,and conſtantly glori- 
 þ ousmn their reſurrections. 
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Cryingand Execrable ſinne of Murther. 


HISTORIE VII. 

E: [ 
Catalina canſeth her Wayting-Maid Anfilva two ſeverall times attempt to poyſon her owne $i- 
| fer Berinthias wherein failing, ſhe afterwards makes an Empericke, termed Sarmiata, poy- 
| ſon ber ſaid maid Anfilva : Catalina is killed with a Thunder-bolt.and Sarmiata hang'd for 
| ryſoning Anſilva. Antonio fteales Berinthia away by her owne conſentwwhereupon her Brg- 
” tlerSebaſtiano fights with Antonio,and kils him ix a Duel] - Berinthia int revenge berefs, 
* afterwards nmurthereth her Brother Sebaſtiano ſhe 3s adjudged to be immured betwixt tw 
| iWals, and there languiſheth and dyes. 
CP Ow fooliſhly and impiouſly doth our malice betray our ſelyes, or 
[24 the devill our ſoules, when wee malicioully betray others ? for wee 
ES are as farre from Grace as Wiſedome,when we permit either irregu= 
I@) laraffection, or unlawfull paſſion, to hale us onto holler, choller to 
q revenge,and revenge to Murther:Nay,how exempt are wee of Reli- 
5y gion, and devoyd of all Chriſtian piety and charity, when our 
: 23 & thoughts are ſoeclipled, and our judgements darkened, when our 
onſciences are ſodehled,and our ſoules ſo polluted with revenge, that the eldeſt ſiſter 
ecks to poyſon her younger,and this younger afterwards murthereth her own and on- 
ybrother, becauſe in a Duell he had formerly {laine her lover 2 Alaſle,alaſle,theſe are 
dloudy accidents, which not only fight againſt grace, but nature, not only againſt earth, 
ut heaven,and not only againſt our ſoules,but againſt God 3 neither are theſe the only 
ragedies that our inſuing Hiſtory reporteth and relateth:for we ſhall therein farther 
ea wretched wayting-gentlewoman poyloned by her more wretched Lady and Mi- 
eſſe, together with her execrable Agent, a bloudy and gracelefle Empiricke : and 
Iljuſtly revenged , and ſeverely punithed by the {word of Gods wrath and indgnati- 
Mn. Wherein the Chriſtian Reader may obſerve . as well to Gods glory, as hisowne 
onſolation, that never pretended or actuall Murthers were either contrived more ſe- 
tretly , perpetrated more cloſely, detected more miraculouſly > or pumiſhed more 
ngely and ſeverely : ſoas if the divell have not fully poleſt our heartsand foules, 
rifour thoughts and reſolutions, doe yet retaine the leaſt ſparke of Grace and Ckri- 
fianity , we (ball flic their crimes by the ſight and feare of their puniſhments, refetch 
ur wandering and erromious ſenſes, from hell to carth,purpoſely toerraiſe them from 
arth to Heaven 3 and (o religiouſly to give and conſccrate, both them, and our ſelves, 
nd ſoules, from ſinne to nghteouſnetle , and conſequently (with as much felicitic as 


lory\from Satan to God. 
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$15 dwelt in the Citie of Avero in Portugal, an ancient Nobleman, termed 


Gafper deVilarezo; ich it exther qualitie of earthly greatneſle, as well-of blond 
revenewes, who was neerely allied to the Marqueſle of Denia(in Spaine) as marryingiſf 
Neece of his named Do#aAlphanta ,*al ady exquiſitely endued with the ornaments 
Nature,afid the perteCtions of Grace:for ſhe was both Gire and vertuous , that addig 
luſtre to theſe, and theſereturning and reflefting embelliſhment to that, which ma 
her infinitely beloved of her huſband Uilarezs, and exceedingly honoured of all tho 
who had the honour to knowher ; and to crowne the felicitie of their affettions ay 
marriage , they had three hopefull children,one ſonne,and two daughters : he terme 
Don Sebaſtiano', and they the Doxas, Catalina, and Berinthia : Hee having attained hy 
fifteenth yeare , was by his Father made Page to Count Marriques de Lopez , and cop 
tinually followed him at Court, and they from their tenth to their thirteenth years 
lived ſometimes at Coz-bra, other whiles at Lzsbox, but commonly at Avero with ther 
Parents.who-ſo carctully trained them up in thoſe qualities & perfeCtions, requiſite fy 
] adics of their ranke, as they were no ſooner ſeene, but admired of all who Gy then 

But before we make a farther progreſſion in this Hiſtory , (thereby the better 
unfold and anatomize 1t) I hold it rather necefſarie then impertinent, that wee take; 
curſory, though nota curious ſurvey of both theſe young Ladies perfeCtions and ins 
perfeQtions, of their vice- and vertues, their beauty and deformitie - that as objects ar 
beſt knowne by the oppoſition of their contraries - ſo bythe way of compariſon we 
may diſtinguiſh how to know , aud know how to diſtinguiſh of the diſparitie of thekſf 
two fiſters,in their inclinations,affeCtions,and delineations. ; 

* Catalina was ſomewhat ſhort of ſtature, but corpulent of body : Beranthia tall, bu 
{ſender : Catalina was of taint and compleCtion , more browne then faire : Ber;nthian 
browne , but ſweetly faire , or fairely ſweet : Catalina had a difdainefull, Berinthiai 
gracious eye : Catalinawas proud , Berinthia humble. In a word, Catalina was of hy 
mour extreamely imperious, ambitrous,and revengefull, and Berinthia modeſtly cou 
teous, gracious and religious. So theſe two young Ladies growing now to beecaps 
ble of marriage, many gallant Cavaliers of Avero become Servants and Suiters t 
them, as welttn reſpe& of their Fathers Nobilitie and wealth , as for their owne beay 
tiesand yertues : yea their fame is generally ſo ſpread, that from Lzsbone, and moſtd 
the chiefeſt Cities of Portugal, divers Noblesand Knights reſort ro their Father Dy 
Vila ezo'shouſe,to proffer yp their affections to the dignitie and merits of his daugh 
ters. But his age finding their youth too young to be acquainted with the ſecrets and 
myſteriesof 7 8 4 7 r them all off,cither in generall termes,or honourable excuſe 
as holding the matching of his daughters of ſo eminent and important conſideration, s 
hee thinkes it fit he ſhould adviſedly conſult, and not raſhly conclude them : whichatſſthe 
feftjon and care of Parents to their Children.is ſtill as honourable as commendable. {bis 

© Don Sebaſtiano their brother, being often both at Madrid, Vallidolyd and Lisbone, be-W{6 
comes very intimately and ſingularly acquainted with Dox Antonio de Rivere , a nobleſf{tl 
and rich young Cavalier, by birth likewiſe a Portugal, of the City of Elvas , who wPcll 
firft and chiefe Gentleman to the Duke of Braganſa 3 and the better to unite and per one 
petuate their familiaritie, he profters him his eldeſt ſiſter in marriage, and prayes hin 
at his firſt conveniencie , to ride over to Averoto ſeeher, offering himſclfe toacconsPton 
pany him in this journey , and to ſecond him in that enterprize, as well towards hi hin 
father as ſiſter. Don Antonio very kindly and thankfully liſteneth to Doz Sebaſtian} lu 
courteous and affectionate proffer ; and knowing it ſo farre from the leaſt diſparage-J a 
ment, as it was a great happineſſe and honour for him to march himſelfe in ſo nobles$vy 
Family, they aſſigne a day. for that journey , againſt when, Dox Antonio makes read V 
hit preparatives and traine in all reſpeCts anſwerable to his ranke and generoſits]'5t 
They arrive at Amro, where Dor Gaſper deVilarezo , for his owne worth,and his ſonne to] 
report, receives Dox Antonio honourably, and entertaines him courteouſly : he viſitetl] 7 


and faluteth, firſt the mother, then the two young Ladies her daughters : and alchoup 
et 


iſt. VII.  eAntonioand Berinthia_, 97 


Wc cannot diſlike Catalina, yet lo precious and amiable 1s{weet Berinthia in his eye, 
che no ſooner ſees, but loves her : yea, her piercing eye, her vermillion cheeke, and 
1elicate ſtature ,” aCt ſuch wonders 1n his heart, as he ſecretly proclaimes himſelfe her 
cryant, and publikely ſhe his Miſtreile : to which end hee takes time and opportu- 
tieat advantage , and ſoreveales her {o much in tearmes,that intimate the fervencie 
this zeale,and endeare the zeale of his atiection and conſtancie. Berinthia entertaines 
«motion and ſpeeches with many bluſhes, which now and then caſt a roſiat vaile ore 
he milke-white lillies of her:complexion; and to ſpeake truth, if Antonio bee inamou- 
-d of Berinthia, no lefle is ſhe of him : ſo asnot onely their eyes, but their contempla- 
ons and hearts ſeeme already to ſympathize, and burne in the flame of an equall affe- 
:0n.1n a word, by {tealth he courts her often. And not to detaine my Reader in the in- 
icat Labyrinth of the whole paſſages of their loves, Antonio for this time finds Berim- 
i, inthis reſolution, that as-ſhe hath notthe will to grant, ſo ſhe hath not the powerta 
eny his ſuit : the reſt , time will produce. | 

But ſo powerfully doe the beautie and vertues of ſweet Berinthia worke in Axtonio 
affections, that impatient of delayes, he findes out her father and mother, andin 
lue termes (requilite for him to give, and they receive) demandstheir daughter Be- 
inthiain marriage. Vilarezo thanking Antonio tor this honour, replies, that of his two 
laughters, he thinkes Berinthia his younger as unworthy of him, as C ataliza his eldeſt 
corhily beſtowed on him. Aztonio anſwers, that as he cannot deny but Catalina is 
fire, yet he muſt confeſle that Berinthia 1s more beautiful] to his eye, and more plea- 
ingto hist houghts. Yilarezo laſtly replies, that hee will firſt match Cataliza, ere Beri n- 
lia, and that he is as content to give him the firſt ,. as not as yet reſolvedto diſpoſe of 
he ſecond:and-ſo for this time,they on theſe termes depart,Y:/arezo taking Antonioand 
his ſonne Sebaſtiano with him tohunta Stag, whereof his adjacent Forreſt hath plentie. 
ut whiles Antonio his body purſues the Stagge, his thoughts are flying after the beautie 
fhisdeare and faire Berinthia 5 who as the Paragon of Beautie-and Nature , ' fits Em- 
preſſe, and Queene-Regent inthe Court of his contemplations and affe@ions -: hee is 
ounded at the heart with Yzlarezo his anſwere, and Berizthia tothe gall, when he cer- 
ified her of her fathers reſolution, onely modeſty (that ſweer companion, and preci- 
ous ornament of Virgins) to the extreamitie of her power, endeavored to keepe Anto- 
jo from perceiving or ſuſpeCing ſo much. Antonio prayes his deare friend Sebai7Ziano. 
toperſwade his father to give him his ſiſter Ber/xth7a to wife : hee performes the true 
part of a true friend and a Gentleman, but in vane : for his father Y:larezo is reſolute; 
firſt to marry Catalina 5 when Antoxio,notof power ſofoone toleave the fight and pre- 
n, {ence of Nis ſweet Berinthia,muſt invent ſome matter for his ſtay.And indeed as Love is 
$f the whetſkone of wit to give an edge to Inventionzſo Antonio to injoy the preſence of 
> Wis faire Berinthia,is inforced tomake ſhew that he neglects her,& affeCteth Catalina : © 
beſo converſeth often with her;but (till in generall termes, whereat ſhe builds many ca- 
ob ſiles of hope and content, in the ayre of her thoughts.For if Berinthia loved Antonio, no 
welleſſe doth Catalinazſtrange effects of afteCtiun, where two liſters deeply and dearely love 

per-ſjone Gentleman,and when but one,and peradventure neither of them ſhall enjoy him. 
hin But as Catalina is the pretext, ſo Berinthia is both the ſole object and cauſe of An- 
on-tonio's ſtay ,whom hee courts and layeth cloſe ſiege to, as often as opportunitie makes 
ks} him happie in the deſired happinefe and felicitie of her company : Shee gives him 
,»\Þ luſbes for his ſighes, and ſometimes ( although a man) the fervencie of his affeCtion 
.ve- 8 was ſuch, as he cannot refraine from returning her teares for her bluſhes : when albeit 
Tex love perſwades him to ſtay longer in Avero, yet dilcretion callsand commands him 
die] away to Lisbore : and all the fruit of his Journey that hee ſhall carry thither with him, 
Te{1sthis, that for injoying of faire Berinthia to his wite, he conceives farre more reaſon 
ne} to hope, then todeſpaire. Next death, there 1sno ſecond affliction ſo grievous or bit- 
ter to Lovers, as ſeparation and parting : this Berinthza feeles , but will not acknow- 
ledge; and this Antonio acknowledgeth, becaule fteeles. . After Supper, taking her to a 
K window, 


—_— —- 


Fo7 
TH 
[4 


$ 


7.108 Gods Revenge againſt Murther, © Book: 


_ give them infinite thankes for his honourable and courteous entertainment, and thai 


_ and both deſired ; but their eyes dictate to their hearts, what their tongues cannotes 


de te n_ 


window , hee ſecretly prayes her to honour him with the acceptance of a poore Scarf 
and plaine paire of Gloves (which notwithſtanding were infinitely rich, and wonds. 
fully faire) 1n token of his afteCticn 3 and ſhee,the mourne ofhis departure,by Diegohj 
Page , ſends him a Handkerchiefe, curiouſly wrought with hearts and flames of fill 
and gold, inſigne of her thankefulneſfle - hee promiſeth Ber;zthia to write, and ſee hi 
ſhortly 3 and Catalingintreats him to bee no ſtranger to Avero. ToCatalina hee ge 
many words, but few kiſles 5 to Berinthiamany killes, but more teares : His depai 
ture makes Berinthia ſad, as grieving at his abſence 3 andCatalinajoyill, as ho ing of 
his returhe 3 Catalins triumphs for joy, hoping that Aztonzo ſhall bee her huſba nd 5 and 
Berinthianow beginnes to looke pale with ſorrow, fearing ſhe ſhall not bee ſo ha PPyt 
bee his wife.” By this time breakfaſt is ſerved in, when Sebaſtian9 comes, takes Anton 
and his two liſters, and carries them to the Parlour, where Yilarezoand his wife Alph 
zaattend Antozios comming. They all fit downe ; and although their fare be curiou 
yet Antonio's eyes feed and feaſt upon more curious dainties 3 as the ſparkling ey 
faxen hayre, and vermillion cheekes of Berinthia's incomparable beauty, which is0b 
ſerved ofall parts,except of Berinthia, who is fo ſecret and cautious in her carriage,aga& 
though her affection, yet her diſcretion will not permit her modeſtie either to obſern 
or ſee it. Breakfaſtended , Antonio taking UVilarezo and his wife Alphanta apart, filM, 


very earneſtly againe prayes them not to reject his ſut for their daughter Berinthia.)js 
rezo and his wite pray Antonio to excuſe his bad reception , whichthey know cons 
many wayes ſhort of his deſerts and merits, and alſo requeſts him toimbrace their wi 
tion for their daughter Catalina, Thus after many other complements, hee takes}; 
conge of Kilarezo, killeth his wife and two daughters, firſt Catalina then Berinthia, wil 
though laſt in yeares , yetisthe firlt Ladyin his deſires and thoughts, and the one 
Queene of his afteCtion, - So theyareas1t were inforced to make a vertue of neceſſitic 
and to take aſhortfarewell, in ſtead of a more ſolemne,, which either of them wiſhed 


preſſe:and ſo Antonio and Sebaſtian take Coach,and away for Licbone, Antonio as mud 
triumphing in the beauty of his taire Berinthza, as his friend Sebg/tiano grieves, thatd 
his two Siſters, Aztoxio would nor accept of Catalina,nor his father conſent to give hin 
Berinthia for his wife : notwithſtanding, they confirme their familiarity and friendihy 
with many interchangeable and reciprocall proteſtations 3 that {ith they cannot be bro 
thers they will live and die deare and intimate friends : butTI feare the contrary. 
Being arrived atLzsbore, Antonio feeles ſtrange alterations in his thoughts and na[Þ; 
fions. Fornow hee 1s{0intangled in the fetters of Berinthia's beautie and vertues, thi 
hee will ſeeno other object but her 7dea, nor (almoſt) ſpeake of any Lady, bur of he 
ſelfe 3 and in theſe hisamorous contemplations hee both rejoycerh and triumpheth; 
but againe remembring the aſſurance of Y;larezo his refaſa]l, and the incertaintiedF 
Berinthia'safteCtion and conſent, his hopes arenipt in their bloſlomes, and his joyesa|þ 
ſoone fade as flouriſh ; he wiſheth that 4vero were Lisboxe. and either him ſclfe in Aw 
with Berinthia, or ſheein Lisbore with him. Toattemptthe one, hee holds it as great 
a folly, asa vanitie to wiſh the other : But hee bethinkes himſelfe of aremedie to 
this his perplexitie , and reputes himſelfe obliged in the bonds , as well of reſpec, aþ 
love, to write to his faire Berinthia - and then againe hee feares that it wil! tind a ditt-fly 
cult paſſageand acceile to her, becauſe of her fathers diſtaſte, and Siſters jealouſi: E- 
but the Sunne of his affe&tion doth ſoone diſpell and diflipate theſe doubts, orrathiÞ},.. 
diſferſe them asclouds before the wiade - and now to prevent thoſe who might at 
tempt to intercept his Letters, he bethinkes himſelte of an invention, as worthy , 3Þ; 
commendable ina Lover : hee writes Berinthiaa letter, and accompanying it witha|,,., 
rich Diamond , ſends it her by Diego his owne- Page to Avero, whom purpoſcly and mm! 
feignedly hee cauſeth toarme himtelte with this pretext and colour, that hee is inloveh,,,, 
with Azſdvathe Lady Catalina's wayting Gentlewoman, and hath nqw gotten Ls thy, 


\ C 


k.l it. VII. - eAntonioand Berinthig.Þ. 


Scarks fhis Maſter to.come to Auere to ſeeke herin marriage: where after ſome fifteene daies 
onde. arcives, and very ſecretly delivers his Maſt-rs Ring and Letter to Berinthia, who 
egobicoect Lady)wasthen tolt with the wind - of feare, and the waves of ſorrow, that in all 
TO llkeWictim? (1: heard not from Artonio, dou"ting indeed leſtthe change of ayre, places, 
ee half.d objects, mighthave power to change#his.a ite tion, when now bluſhing for JOY, as 
© gieffuch.45 betore ſhelooked pale for ſorrow; :ſh2e takes the Ring and Letter, and kiſhng 
lepa oth,ſecrerly tes to her Chamber, when bolting the dgore, ſhe with as much affection 
10g 0: impatience breaking up the (eales,therem findes thele lines : 

3 an LES X tf ol 

PPYto 134 | ANTONIO. to: BERINTHIA,. 

At ony | | : ad | 
UphuPjpeet Berinthia wert thou as conrteons as fire, thou wonldeſt reſt as confident of my affeFi- 
riowMY, n:,as 1doe of thy beauty, and then as meh rejoyee in that, as I triumph in this : but as my 
© YI nous lately wanted power, ſo row doth my pen art,'o informs? theeghow dearely Tlowve thy beau- 
150d rand honour thy vertues : ſo as conld thy thoughts prie into mine, or my heart bee ſo happy to 


ASI: fe to thine thoſe ſhould know,and this ſee, that Antonio is ambitions ofno other earthly fe- 
fern city;then either to live thy hnsband,or die thy Mart jr Thinke with thy ſelfe,how farre thou un- 
b) fi brozueſt. and unrequiteſt my zeale. when 1 will d: -fpai re of loving Catalina, and yet cannot 
1 the! hope that Berinthia, will affe# me © onely therefore in thee ( ſweet Lady) it remaines, either to 
Vil rowne my Joyes by thy conſent, or to immortallize my toruents by thy refuſal, be pleaſed there- 
OmeWrore faire Berinthia,to ſſgnifre me thy reſolution;that I may know my doome,and Prepare my ſelfe., 
r moW;cher to wed thee.or my grave | 

Cs hi | | 

, Who ANTONIO. 
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rrinthia having again & again peruſed & ore-read this Letter,gives it a thouſand kiſles 
forhis ſake who wrot and ſent it her,and fo very ſecretly lockesit up inher Casket.asal- 
fotheDiamond, and now attends an opportunitie to conferre privately with Diego, 
when he will reſolve to returne to his Maſter at L7-boze,that ſhe may returne him an an- 
over, though not ſo ſweet as he expects,yetnot fo bitter as he feares - 1n the meane time 
c hinfiecodelivercth her father Vilirezo his Maſters letter, in favour of his (pretended)ſute 
dihoWeo Anſiloa,as alſoijn thankefulneile of hisentertainement, without naming either Catal;- 
boyz, or Berinthia his daughters, or once mentioning, his returne to Avero, whereat Vila- 
rezo grieves, and Catalina bites the lip. But Berinthia cannot but ſmile to [ce Anton-o hs 
| ralfinvention. for the ſafe delivery of hisletters,nor yet refraine from laughing in her ſ(elfe, 
otlatWro ſee how cunninely his Page Diego courts An/flva: for he makes ſuch demonſtration 
fhWoflove to her, and ſheis ſo enamoured of him, that Catalina thinkes a ſhort time will 
Cth3 fmſh this match. but he and her fiſter Berinthia know the contrary. Diego at the end of 
1 0fthree daies is deſirous to depart,and Berinthia extreamely glad of his reſolution to ſtay 
e5Bnolonger:{ofhe takes herſelfe to her chamber.and writes this lerter to her Axtonioin an- 
2 Rfiver of his- 
reatÞ 


for BERINTHIA to ANTONIO. 


\ 4Þ 
lifi-f AdInot beene more conrteous to thee, then T am faire in my ſelfe, thou hadſt not taſted [6 
fe: H mh of my affe&ion.nor Tſo many of my fathers frownes : and althongb thy tony WC 418 d pert 
eotÞi.ve acquainted we with thy rich zeale intended and devoted ty my poore merits, yet judge with 
Bib [e/ fe, whether it bee fit for mee to requite thee with obſervance 5 or him that gave mee wy 
2 3 being with diſobedience. As I defire not to bave thee dye my Martyr, (0 21 father will not hu 
tha mit thee tc live my busband : and yet, as it rs out of my power toremedy the firſt, Jo it is not 
and impoſſeble for tixe to effef and compaſſe the laſt ;, not that I reſolve to give thee too much hope 


= rather that T4: to take away ſome of 1 hy deſpaire,to the end that I may finde thee as conſtant in 
av - " i 7 


c thy affeFiom, as thon nree ſincere in my conſtancy. My ſiſters jealonſte of mee, and my fathers 
i K 2 | 


diſta 7 
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diſt oſte of thee,invite thee to manage this favour of mine with as muchſecrecie as cIrcumpets 


Mm. > 


BERINTHIA. 


Ws Having folded up and ſealed her Letter , ſhe finds out Diego, and beckens hiny 
I! i follow her to the garden 5 where, im one of the Bowers ſhe delivers him this Letts 
| | together with a Roſe of Opales, the which in token of her love , fhe conjures hy 
{1108 | with ſafetie and ſpeed to deliver to his Maſter Dox Antonio. Diego having his diſpaty 
WA of Berinthia, ſoone gives Anſiſvahers, promiling to returne ſome three weekes aft 
at which time he prayes her to expect him : when thanking Uilarezo for his kind « 
tertainment, and he bidding him tell his Maſter he would be glad to ſee him in Ave, 

he leaps to horſe, and ſopoaſts away for Lis-bowe. | 

I cannot relate with what incredible and infinite joy Antonio receives this Lettergy/ 

Ring from Berizthia : and to write the truth , I thinke the letter ſcarce contained 
many fillables, as he often read it over and kifled it - he fees Berinthia's modeſtie 
ſplend and ſhine in her aftection,and her affeftion in her modeſty towards him , when 
in he glories in that, rejoyceth in this, and triumphs in both : but although heebs 
ſure of her affection, yet he is not of himſelfe 3 for he ſees her Letter containeq 
many verball complements, but all of them not one reall promiſe : and thereforehy 
cannot repute his tranquillitie and felicitie complete, ere he be crowned with ti 
happineſle: beſides, he feares that his abſence and her fathers preſence, may in tra, 
time by degrees coole the fervencie of Berizthia's affection ; and yetthen, he as ſoar 
checkes bis own timiditie,in conceaving the leaſt ſuſpicion of her conſtancie : now he 
thinkes to acquaint his intimate friend and her deare brother Sebaſtiano with their 
fetions,but then he condemnes that opinion, and revokes it as erronious and danger 
ous,and contrary to the rules of love,in failing without the compaſle of Berinthia'sa 
vice and commands, by the which he holds it both ſafetie and diſcretion to ſteerehy 
courſe and ations : Againe; he ſo infinitely and earneſtly longs to reſee his deare ar 
ſweet Miſtreſſe,as he reſolves to ride over againe to win the obſhinacy of Vilarey 
and the jealouſie of Catalina, make him end that journey ere he began it. In this per 

lexitte and conteſtation of reaſons, he isirreſolute what, or what not to doe 3 but 
e, conſidering that d-layes are dangerous 1n matters of this nature , he packesy 
his baggage, and taking his farewell of Sebait;ano, under pretext of his healtb,leays 
Lisbone and the Duke his Lord and maſter,and retires to his own home at Elvas,(wher 
his father dying ſome three yeares before,had left him ſole heyre to many rich Mannon 
and Poſſeflions)purpolely hereby to be neere to Avero, that he might give order forall 
things, and let(lip no occaſion in the proceſle and proſecution of his atte&tion. Theſ 
ſecond day after his arrivall to E/vas, it being welneere a moneth lince he ſent his firl: 
and till then hislaſt Letter to Berizthia, he now againe diſpatcheth his Page Die 
with his ſecond Letter toher, by whom he ſends her a chaine of 'rich pearle, and 
a paire of gold bracelets richly enameled. Diego's arrivall is pleaſing to Arſilo.:, but 
extremely joyfull to Berinthia 3 onely it nipt Catalina's hopes, becauſe the could hof 
underftand by him any certaine reſolution or aflurance of his Maſters comming thi} 
ther. Diego hath no ſooner ſaluted his Azſilva, but (as his more important bulinelle)F 
hee ſeekesmeanes to fpeake with Berinthia, which ſhe her ſelte proftereth him : he de 
livers her his Maſters tokens and letter , which ſhe very joyfully receiveth,and ſotrip 
away to her chamber;where opening the ſeales,ſhe therein tindstheſe words. 
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ANTONIO to BERINTHIA. 


TFF is impoſſible for my penne to expreſſe the joyes my heart received at the reading of tl 
Letter : and as 1 diſpraiſe not thy obedience to thy Father , ſo I infinitely both praiſe and 
prize thy affeFion to mee : a thouſand times Tkiſſed thy lines , and as often bleſt the hand thi 

wrote 
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wrote thent 3 and althoigh they gave me hope for deſpaire, yet, not to diſſemble, theſe hopes have 
hrought me doubt , and that doubt , feare 5 not that thou loveſt me, for that were to diſparage . 
my judgement » in ſeeking to prophane thy affeFion , but that tho wilt not pleaſe to acrept of 

| promiſe , nor to returne me thine : wherein if thou weigh the fervencie of my love, I hope 
x 4. wilt not taxe the incredulitie of my feare';, for till T amſo happie, not onely to hope , but 
to aſſure 1 ſelfe that Berinthia will be Antonio's, 'as Antonio 75 already Berinthia's; 
ul 724nſt 2ceds feare » and therefore cannot truely rejoyce. I have left Liſbone , to reſsde at 
Elvas 3 therefore faire and deare Lady > Ibeſeech thee deSlinute mee, diſpoſe my ſervice , and 
command both. Tlong to injoy the felicitie of thy preſence:for Ttake heaven to witneſſe,thy ab+ 
ſence is my hell upon earth. | 13ES, "ae 


'ANTONIO; 


Berinthia having read this Letter , ſhe approves of Antonio's feare, and attributes 
it tothe fervencie and ſinceritie of his affection : ſhee eſteemes her {elfe infinitely 
happy in her good fortune, and choyce of ſo brave a Cavalier forher ſervant, whom 
ſhee hopes a little time will make her hufband 3 to which end ſhee will no longer 
feed him with delayes, butnow reſolves, by his Page Diego athis returne to ſigni- 
fie him ſo much : andina word , to ſend him her heart, as ſhe hath already recieved 
re he his. But ſhe knowes not what the 7zterizs of this time will bring forth. | 
h thi Paſle wee from Berizthia to her Siſter Catalina, whoſe afteChon 15likewiſe ſuch 
at to4ntonio , as by this time ſhe hath perſwaded and induced her Father Ylarezo to 
oor write him a Lerter in her behalfe by Dzego, thereby to draw his reſolution, whether 
v ef heintend to ſeeke her for his wife or no; or atleaſt to invite him to Ayers. And al- 
Ir af _ his affection to her ſiſter Ber;zthia be kept from her , yetſhenotonely ſuſpedts, 
noe butfeares it. Glad ſhe is of the opportunitie of Diego his being there , to convey het 
52-8 Fathers Letter to his Maſter : and yet that joy of hers is ſoone diſlolved into griefe, 
reh_h becauſe all thistime he never vouchſafed to write to her:her affeCtionto him flattereth 
eanÞ her ſtill with hope, and yet her judgement in her ſelfe ſtill ſuggeſteth her deſpaire; for 
24 ſhehath alwayes the image of this conceit in her imagination, that Aztorio loves her 
per Siſter Berizthiu, and not her ſelfe : her ſuſpicion makes her ſubtill, and (o ſhe deales 
uti with 42/hva, to draw the truth hereof from Diego, whio having learned his leſſon, 
eswÞp adteth his part well, andI know not , whether with more fdelitie or diſcretion,flatly 
eaviſy denyes it : but loe, here betides an accident , which bewrayes the whole myſterie and 
her Hiſtory of their affeftions. On a Sunday morning , when Berinthia was deſcended to 
no the parden to gather flowers, againſt her goihg to Church with her Father and Mo-+ 
orall® ther, her Siſter Catalina ruſheth into her Chamber, to ſecke the Hiſtory of Cervax- 
Tie tez,, which the day before ſhe had lent her 3 arid not finding it either on the Table, 

fr. orthe Window » ſeekes in the pocket of her gowne, thatſhe wore the day before 5 
2 andthere unwittingly , and unexpettedly findes the laſt Letter that 4to2io had ſent 
and her 5 whereby ſhe perceived, it was in vaine for her to hope to enjoy Antenio,ſith ſheg 
bu now apparantly ſaw that he was her ſiſter Berinthia's, and ſhe his. Catalina is heteat 
1hotÞ both ſorrowfull and glad ; ſorrowfull, that ſhe ſhould loſe 4rztorio, and glad that ſhee 
th-F bad found his Letter. And now to ſhew her affe&tion to him, and her malice to her 
cile)F fiſter; ſhe will trie her wits, to ſee whether ſhe can fruſttate Feririthia and ſo obtaine 
 de-B Antonio for her ſelfe. The paſſions of men may eaſily be found out and detected, but 
rp5Þ the ſecrets and malice of women difticultly. To which end Catalina ſhewes this letter 
toher Father ,who exceedingly ſtormes hereat, and with many checkes and frownes 
| curbes Berinthia of her liberty , and reſolvesin his fiſt letter to 4ztoziro, to forbid him 
his houſe , and her company , except he will leave Beri#thia, and take Cataling : and 
ſulpe&ting that his Page Dzego's courting of Anſlva, was but onely a policie and co- 
F 1h lour, thereby to convey Letters betwixt his daughter Berinthiaand his Maſtefzhee once 
thought to give him his Conge, and prohibit himhis houſe, had not Cataliris prayed 
the contrary, who would no way diſpleaſe her wayting-Gentlewoman 4»/i/va. —_ | 
K 3 [- 
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ſhe: was to uſe her aid and afliſtance ina matter of great im portance-the-unlocking wy 
\, Cata/inaher atteCtion to Atonio,".and conſequentlyhermaliceto her liſter Bering, 
is ſo violent, thatas her father CE brrdiog oka;great part.of her liberty;.ſolt 
is ſo bloudy and cruel!l, as ſhevowes:to deprive her of ker lite 2:a-hellifh reſoluwcn v 
any woman ,. but a moſt unnatural] and:damnable. atteript ofone. Siſter to-ancthe; 
but wanting Faith, which is the foundatiorn.and bulwarke:3 ard Religion, which isty 
preſervative and Antidote of our ſoules, ſhe.runnes ſo:witfully hood-wink'd from Gol 
to the devill, as ſhexwill advance; and diſdajnes to retire, till her malicious and;jealoy 
thirſt be quenched with her ſiſters, bloud : to which end ſhee perſwadesaind bribes 4, 
ſoa with ahundredguckets, to poyſon her filter Berizthia, and promiſeth her ſo mu 
more,when ſhe hath effected it : whereunto this wreched and execrable young.wait 
Gentlewoman conſenteth , and.in briefe, promiſethtp-performe it-:- But God haths. 
therwiſe decreedand ordained. To which ed ſhe ſends-mto theCity for ſome';ſtro 
poylon by an unknowne meſtenger, which is inſtantly- brought herin a ſmall ally 
pot. "But letus here both admire and wonder at Gods miraculous diſcovery an 
prevention thereof '> For that very night, when Az/va had determinately reſolvedy 
have poyſoned the Lady Berinthia, Diego ſeekes out. his Miſtreſle 4:ſilva; and finds he 
ſolitarily alone in one of the cloſe over-ſhadowed Bowers of the garden , whomhs 
ſalutes and entertaines with many amorous diſcourſes, . and more killes ; in the mil. 
deſt whereof his noſe fell ſuddenly on bleeding , whereat he adrhvired ,, and (he-gne 
ved ; till atlaſt having bloodied all his owne handkerchiefe, Anſilva ruſheth hi felt 
her pocket for hers for him , which ſuddenly drawing forth, heratfettion to Brezols 
ving made her quite forget her poyſon, | ſhe with her -handkerchiefe drawes:gutth 
gally-pot , which falling on the floore of the bower,.{(that was paved with {quan 
ſtones)it immediatly burſt in pieces; when Diego's Spaniel] licking up:the poyſon,'w 
ſtantly ſweld, and died before them. Whereat Dzego grew amazed, but farre more 4+ 
ſtloa, who bluſbing with ſhame, &then growing pale for feare, could notinverit:eithe 
what to ſay or doe,at the {trangeneſle and ſuddennefſeof this accident. ' Diego-preliet 
her to know for whom this poyſon was provided,and of whom ſhe had it. Her anfiver 
are variable, andare ſo farre from agreeing , asthey contradict each other, whid 
breeds in her, the more feare,and in him aſtoaiſhment. Heconjurres her by al the bond 
of their affeftion , to diſcover it,with many millions of proteſtations.profeſlerh itſhl 
dye with him 5 he addes vowes to his requeſts, oathes to his vowes, : and kiſſes. tohy 
-oathes 3 ſo as mayds can difticultly conceale any thing from their Lovergbut eſpecial 
fearing that he might peradventure ſuſpect that this poyſon was meant and mtendel 
him : ſheet laſt vanquithed with his importunacy , and this conſideration, diſcorws 
reth (as we have formerly underſtood ) that her Lady Catalina had wonne her, there 
with to poyſon her lifter Berinthia, becauſe ſhe ſuſpefted ſhee was better beloved 
his Maſter Don Antonio then her (elfe. Diego is infinitely aſtoniſhed atithe ſtrangenek 
of this newes, andlike atrue and faithfull Page to his Maſter, having drawne thi 
worme from Azſilva's noſe , and this newes from her tongue, under colour to ſeeke: 
remedy to ſtop his bloud, giving her many kiſles, and promifing her his ſpeedy: 
turne, hee leaves her inthe garden, and ſo very ſpeedily finds out Berinthia, to whon 
(with as much truth as curioſitic ) he from poynt to poynt revealesit, praying her t 
be carefull not to receive any thing , either from Cata/ima, or 4ſilva, and withallt 
write;for the next morne he will hye to Elvs,to reveale it to his Maſter.Berir:thiatrem 
blesat the report of this ſtrang and unexpected newes- ſohaving firſt thanked Godfu 
the diſcovery of this poylon, and her Siſters malice, ſhe promiſeth him a Letter to hi 
Maſter, and heartily thankes him for his fidelitie and affection towards her. tt 
whieh ſhe vaweth to requite ; and for a pledge and earneſt thereof, - drawes off a Dit 
mond from'her finger,and gives it himfor this goodoffice. T9, 
No ſooner hath Awroraleapt framthe watery bed of Therir,and ovnn 
g0 
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gblden Beammesin the #rured Firmamentof Heaven, but Diegocauleth hishorſe to beg 
made ready,and tells ws ey his father hath ſentifor hi tomeet:him a« Jo Secca; F 
that he will not fayle to be backe with her within three dayes,being ready to depart. 
He, under colour of giving orderfor his horſe; leavesher, and ſtealesinto Berinthia's 
Chamber, whom (poore Lady) feare would not permit to take any reſt or ſlcepe that 
night, 'the which ſhee had partly worhe out andimployodin writing her aundetofter 
deare Antonio,and knowing her ſelfe not fafe in fwiro with har atherandiſter,ſhs! 
ſolved to commit her honour and her life into his protedion.: yea,: ſhee had no looner 
fhiſhed and ſcaled her Letterto thateffeft, but Diego comes and knockes lafthy at. her 
chamber doore.Berinthiain ber night gowne and attire is ready forhimeſheadmnts him, 
commends his care,gives him her Letter to his Maſter,and prayes him towſe all poſlible 
diligence in his rerurne : and1ſo having received all her commands, he fecretly deſcends 
the ſtayreszand taking leave of Yilarezs;andlaſtly;kifling. his Miſtrelle 4u{{vazheleapes 
to horſe, rides the firſt Stage, there leaves his Gennet,and takes Poaſt. -.. --: . | F 
Leave we Diezo poaſting towards Elvas, and comme wee to Catalina, whole malice fig- 
ding no reſt, . nor her revenge remedy, thee that morne, a{loone as. Arfiy4came 
into her chamber, demands whether ſhee be prepared to performe her. owne promiſe, 
and her hopes ? She anſwereth her Lady, that lefſe-then three dayesſball effect it;and 
give a period to all her ſiſter Berizthia's.. Whereat ſhee 1s exceedingly glad , bur all 
this while ignorant what Diego hath ſeene , and Berinthia knowes to this cttet, Amuſil- 
zapreſuming on Dzego his fidelity, and building on his ſecrelie 3 andtherefore leſle 
ſuſpecting his journey to Elvas, remanes {t1]] ſo gracelelle and impious in her bloudy 
reſolution, as ſhee nownot onely preſumes, but aflures her {elfe that Berinthiais neexe 


the ebbe of her dayes, 'and the = her life > and therefore like an execrable A- 


nt of the Dive! , ſhe hath now madg ready arid provided her ſelfe ofaſecond poy- 
oned potion , which ſhee no way doubtsbur ſhall ſend'herro her laſt fleepe. But this 
female Monſter, this bloody ſhee-Empeticke maybe deceived in herart. | + 7 
Inthe interim of which time Dzego arfives at Eoas,and findsont his Maſter,tzo whom 
he very haſtily delivers Beyri#thia's Letter+the which Antonio having kiſled, breakesoft 
the ſeales,and there,contrary to his hopes, but noto his deſires,reades theſe lines : 


BERINTHIA to ANTONIO. 


M” ſiſter Catalina's xralice 3s ſo extreme to mee, ſeth my affetion is ſuch to thee, as ſhee des 
generates not onely from Grace , but Nature, andſeekes to bereave me of my life. .This 
bearer, thy Page , who I praylove for my ſake,ſith he under God, hath now preſerved mee for 
thine, will more fully and particularly acquaint thee with the manner _—_— $0, ſith there 5s 
w jafetic for mee in my Fathers houſe , into whoſe armes and prote@ion ſhall Tibrow my felfe, 
but onely into thine , of whoſe true and ſincere affeFion Tamſo conſtant and confident , as I 
ret aſſured thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe thy ſelfe, in preſerving my life with mine honour , and mine 
bonour with my life 2 Tt 150 poynt of diſobedience in mee to my Father, but of deart reſpet# to 
mine owne life 5, and therefore to thee , for, and by whom T live, that makes me ſo earneſtly de« 
fireboth thy aſſiſtance and ſight, ſith the firſt will lead me from deſpaire, the ſecond to hope aud 
joy,and both to contents till when, feare and love with mnich impatiencie,make me think hours: 
Jeares,and minutes moneths. '} 


BERINTHIA.. 


/,. Antonio 1samazed at this ſtrange and unexpected newes, and curiouſly gathers all 
thecircumſtancesthereof from his Page , when love, feare, hope, ſorrow, #nd joy at 
there ſeverall parts, as well in his heart as countenance 3 when prizing Berinthia's tife 
ud fafetie a thouſand time before his owne , he with great expedinon difpatcherh 

| | away 
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away Diego the ſame night to Avers, with this ——_ Letter, which he commands hin 
deliver his Miſtreſle Berizthia:with all poſlible [peed and ſecrecie. ” "m 


ANTONIO to BERINTHIA. 


A* the Swtine,breaking forth of an obſcure cloud, ſhines the clearer, ſo doeth thy true affe@ing 
"fo mee, inthat dammable malice of thy Siſter Gatalina to thy ſelje for my ſake, in ſuch ſort, 
as I ktow not whether I more rejoyce at the one, then deteſt the other. Having wy ap fir 
thanked —_ thy happie and miraculous preſervation, Tnext commend my Page,as the ſeconl 
cauſe of the diſcovery thereof : and this fidelitie of bis ſhall neither bee forgotten or unrequited 
Thinke how tedious time is to me, fith Thlume and envy this ſhort Letter of mine, for 4s pag. 
anduſurping any part thereoftill T injoy the honour to ſee thee,aud the felicitie to a(ſiſt thee. Tre 
turne it thee wt by Diego, who brought me thine 5 and my Coach-man tes mee , I ſhallre 
ther flie then runne towa#ds thee. Let the preciſe houre,' T beſeech thee, be on Munday night # 
zwthve of the clocks, when I will awayt thy ſelfe,and expe thy commands at the Poſterne of th 
Fathers Arbour © where, let the light of the candle be mey ſignet,and the report of my Piſtoll bil 
be thine. I am throwing away my penne,were it not to ſegnifie thee, that my fevord ſhall protet 
thy life, and mine honour preſerve thine:as alſo that Antonio thinks himſelfe the moſt nnforty 
wate man of the world,till Berinthia be impaled in his armes,or he encloyſtered in hers. 


ANTONIO. 


Whiles Diego is poaſting to Avero, Antonio his Maſter is preparing to folloy 
him,taking (the next morne) his Coach with ſixe horſes, and three reſolute Gentleme 
his friends to affiſt kim; with each his Rapier and caſe of Piſtols. Djegs firſt arrive 
at Avero, yea, aday and twonights before him: Arſlvuacheckes him for his long ſtay; 
and Berinthia a thouſand times thankes him for his ſpeedy returne. Hedelivers her h 
Maſters Letter , and prayes her to prepare her ſelfe againſt the prefixed houre. She: 
xeades her Antonio s Letter with much Joy and comfort, which her lookes teſtifie,and . 
her heart proclaimeth to her thoughts : ſhee will not be ſlacke or backwards in a mat fn 
ter which ſodeeply imports her well-fare and content 5 and ſo with all poſſible ſects 
fie packes up the chiefeſt of her apparell and jewels in a ſmall trunke , or caſket, ani ſt 
wiſheth the houre come, that ſhe wereeither in -1#to7io's armes, or he in hers : and fa "ns 
Diegs,he caſteth ſo ſubtill a miſt and vaile before Axſilva's eyes, as it is impoſlible eiths 
for her, or her Lady Catalizato perceive any thing. But loe, a ſecond treachery is pro 
vided, to effect that which the firſt could not : and indeed, which went neere to har 
performed it, had not God miraculouſly & indulgently reached forth his hand topre 
_ vent it: for Cataliza ſtill perſevers in her inveterate and deadly malice towards her fifte 
Berinthia.,asif God had not yet taught her, or rather, that ſhe would not learne the wy 
from Satan 3 or Grace inſtructed and directed her from the impietie of to foule a fine, _ 
as the murthering of her owne and onely ſiſter. For the very night that Aztorzjo half ,| 3 
promiſed and afligned tofetch Berinthia, as ſhe had by times retired her ſelfe rohaſ 
chamber, under colour to go to bed,and ready to put on-her night abiliments,in come} ;., I 
Anſilva, ſent by her good and kinde (or rather wicked and cruell) ſiſter , witha ſer! 
Poſlet,(or rathera deadly poyſon in herhand , in a filver covered cup) telling her,tht 4... 
her lady had drunke the one halfe, and ſent her the other,it being(as ſhe aftirmed)verÞ {,,: 
cold and refreſhing for the liver,againſt the hotneſle ofthe weather. But Berinthia be ;, y 
ing forewarned,is armed by her tormer danger 3 yet ſhee ſeemes joyfull thereof, andi,., 
accepts it, returning her ſiſter Catalinathanks, ſaying,ſhe willdrinkeit ere ſhee goetſ},,... 
bed ; onely ſhe prayes Aſitva firſt to fetch her prayer booke and gloves, which intheſ}y,.. 
morne. ſhee had left in her ſiſters chamber. So whiles ſhee is wanting , ſhe privateh mes 
powres it intoa filver baſon in her Studie, and waſking the cap three or foure ſew Ut, 
rall times, ſhe fills ſome Almond milke therein 3 and A»flua being returned , wy flow: 
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the faid cup, and prayes her to tel] her Siſter, that ſhedrinkes it to her health, and 
withall, gives her the good night - and (© likewiſe doth Anſlvato her. But what a 

ood night thought the in her heart and conſcience, when ſhe knew Berinthia ſhould 
never ſceday more ? So away (h2 trips to her LadyCata'ina, whodemand- her if the 
buſineſſe be diſpatched, and her lifter gone to her reſt 2 Who replies, ſh2 hath drunke 
her laſt, and is gone to her eternall reſt. But they are both deceived in their malicious 
Arithmeticke : For although Catalina extream-ly rejoyce in the confident and aſſured 
death of her liſter , yet God orcaineth,that their bloody hopes ſhall deceive them : as 
marke the {equell,and you ſhall tee how. 

About an houreafter Ar/ttva's departure, by Berinthia's order and appoyntment, 
in wonderfull ſecret fort incomes D-ego to her Chamber, to awayt the houre of his 
Maſters arrivall, and to aſtiſt herin her eſcape and departure. Berinthiaacquaints him 
with the potion her Siſter Cata 74 had right nuw ſent her by Arſiloa : he is aſto- 
mſhed at this newes , as being aſſured it was poyſon , and humbly prayes her tomake 
prooke hereof on Catalina's Parrot , which that afternoone ſhe had brought with her 
into her Chamber : and fo by her conſent Djego takes the Parrot, and with a ſpoone 
forceth ſome downe its throat : who poore harmeleſle bird; immediately ſwells and 
dyes before them. They both wonder hercat, and Berinthia at one inſtant both grieves 
and rejoyceth, grieves at her Siſter Cataliza's malice and crueltie, and rejoyceth for 


© her happy deliverance : firſcpray{ing God as the Author, thenthanking Diegoas the 
E nſrument thereof - and ſo they throw the remaynder of th= poy ſon out at the win= 


dow. and lay the dead Parrot on the table. And now Berinthia attending and away- 
ting the houre of her happyneſſe , which 1s that of her Aztozio's arrivall, and of her 
owne departure,with as much deſire as impatienciez Diego often looking on the houre= 
olaſſe, and Berinthiaa thouſand timeson her Watch. Soar laſt with a longing , lon- 

ing defire, the joyfull houre of twelve is come, wherein Aztonio arrives - he ſees the 
happy light of her candle, and ſhe heares the ſweet mulicke of his Piſtoll , whichre- 
viveth and raviſheth theſe two Lovers, inthe heaven of unexpreflible joy and con- 
tent, when all things being huſh'd up in filence,and every perſon of the houſe ſoundly 
ſleeping, Diego ſoftly takes up the ſmall trunke,and Berinthiaas ſecretly followes him : 
and ſo they wonderfull privately {]ip into the firſt Court, and fromthence to the PO- 
ſterne doore of the garden >» where Antonio with a thouſand kitles receives her in his 
armes, having no other light but the luſtre of her cyes to light them : forthe Moone, 
that bright Cyzthia, had conſpired & conſented to Berinthia seſcape,and therefore pur- 
poſely withdrawne her brightneſle by hiding and inveloping her ſelfe in the darknefle 
ofan obſcure cloud. Antonio locking this {weet prize, this his deare and ſweet Bcrinthia 
in his armes., he with the three Gentlemen his friends, condudt her to the end of the 
ſtreet 5 and Diego following them with the Caſket, where they all privatly and ſilent] 
take Coach, and having opened the City gate with a ſilver key, away they ſpeed for El 
24 with al poſſible celerity 3 butI write with griefe, that as thele affetions of Antonis 
and Berinthia begin in joy,ſo(I feare)they will end in as much ſorrow and miſery. 

Leave we them now in their journey for Elvas : and returne we to Avero to bloudy 


| Catalina, and wretched Anfitua, who ly: g remote from Berinthia's Chamber, could 
not potſibly heare ſo much as the leaſt ſtep of her deſcent and departure : althoagh 


their malice were ſo extreame asto write the truth, they all that night could not ſleepe 


| forjoy that Berinthia was diſpatched - ſo they prepare themſelves againſt the morne, 
to heare ſome pittifull our cries in the houſe tor Berizthia's death : but ſeeing it neere 


ten of the clocke, and no rumour nor ſtirre heard, they both(as they were accuſtomed) 
went into her Chamber, thinking to feaſt rherr cies uponthe lamentable objet of this 
breathleſle Gentle woman : but contrary totheir bloudy hopes, they findethe neſt, I 
meane the bed, emptie, and Berinthianotdead , but efcaped and flowne away : Onely 
Catalina, in ſtead of her Siſter, findes her owne Parrot dead on the table:they are a- 
ſtoniſhed at this newes, and looke fearefully and deſperately each onother. Anilus 

| for 
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for her part proteſts and vowes, that ſhe ſaw Berizthia drinke the poyſon. But findin 
Berimthia's mall trunke wanting, and hearing Diego gone, then Catalina knowes for cer. 
taine, that ſhe was eſcaped, and her poyſoning plot detefted and prevented. $g 
they give the alarum in the hou'e, and ſhe goes directly and acquaints her Father 
Mother , and Brother of her Siſter Berinthia's flight, but ſpeakes not a word of the 
poyſon , or of the Parrots death.. L4larezo grievesto ſee himſelte robbed of his daugh- 
ter, and Sebaſtiano of his Siſter : but when they underſtand that Diego was gone with 
her , then they are confidently aflured , that Antonio hath carried heraway, whichj 
confirmed them by the Porter of the City, whotold them, that'twixt twelve and 
one, a Coach witha Lady, and foure Cavaliers, and a Page (drawne by fixe horſes) 
palt rhe gate very {peedily. Vilarezo and his ſonne Sebaſtiano ſtorme at this aftron 
and dy{grace, - they conſult what to doe herein : ſo firſt they reſolve to ſend onety 
Elvas , to know yea orno, whether Berinthia be there with Antonio £ The mellenger 
{ent , returnes, and afſures them thereof, as alſo, that Antonio is retyred from Elvas, to 
a Caſtile ofhis without the walls of the City , whereit is reported he keepes the Lady 
Berinthia with much honour and reſpect. Had old 77larezo had his health and ſtrength, 


he would himſelfe in perſon have undertaken this journey, but being ſicke of th; 


Gowt, he ſends his ſonne Sebaſtiano to Elvas, accompamied with ſixe reſolute Gentle 
men,his neere allies and friends,to draw reaſon of Antonio for this affront and diſgrace 
and focither by Law, Force, Police, or perſwaſton,to bring backe Berinthia.Seba$tiay 
knowing, Berinthiato be his Silter, and Antonio his former ancient and intimate friend, 
with a kind of unwilling willingnetle accepts of this journey - he comes to Elvas, and 
findes his former intelligence true, he repayres to Axtonio's Caſtle, accompanied with 
hrs {ix& aſlociates. Antonio admits them all into the firſt Court, and onely two mored 


them into the ſecond 3 where he ſalutes them kindly, and bids them all welcome tohixW:# 


Caſtle. - 8ebaſtiano layes before him the fouleneſle of his fa&, in ſtealing away his Siſtrþ 


in that clandeſtine and baſe manner, the ſcandal] which he hath layd upon her, and 
conſcquently on all their family and bloud, tells him that his father and himſclfe ar 


reſolved to have her againe at what price ſoever 3 and therfore conjures him byt|þ 


reſpect of his owne honour, and by the conſideration and remembrance of all thei 
former friendſhip, to deliver him his Siſter Berinthia. Antonio anſwereth Sebaſtian, 
that it was an honourable aftection, andno baſe reſpect which led him to affiſt hi 


Siſter Berinthia im her flight and eſcape : that, he never was nor would bee a jul, 


ſcandall cither to her , her family, orbloud 3 that his malicious Siſter Catalina wa 


the authour and cauſe thereof, whoby her wayting Gentlewoman A»fva.had twich 


ſought to poyſon her:and therefore, fith he could not deliver her with ker owne ſafety, 


and his honvur and conſcience, he was reſolved to protect her in his Caſtle,againſtanyhi 


wholoever.that ſhould ſeeke either to enforce or offend her. 


Sebaſtian 18 perplexed atthis ſtrange newes.,and wondereth at Antonio's reſolution: 


ſo doe the two Gentlemen with him - he deſires Antoz7o that he may fee and [peake 


with his Siſter Berinihia 3 the which he freely and honourably grants : and ſo takinguy 


him by the hand, they enter the Hall : where Berinthia having notice hereof (accom- 
panied withtwo of Artorio his Siſters) afloone comes, and with a cheeretull coun 
tenance advanceth towards her Brother : hee ſalutes her, and ſhe firſt him , thenthe 


other two Gentlemen her Coulins. Sebaſtzano prayes Antonio , that he may conferr} 


apart with his Siſter. Antonio replies , that his Siſter Berinthia's pleaſure ſhall ever be 
his. She willingly conſents hereunto, when he taking her by the hand , condud: 
her to the fartheſt window ,, and there ſhewes her her diſobedience to her Father her 


diſhonour to her ſelte, and griefe to her friends, for this her unadviſed and raſh flight BÞoyl 


and ſo perſwades her to returne : and that itithe intend to _ Antonio, this 1s not 
the way , but rather a courſe as irregular as ſhamefull. His Siſter Berinthia delive! 


him at full the cauſe of her departure, and very conſtantly affirmes what Antoni 
had formerly told him of her Siſter Catalina's two ſeverall attempts to poyſon berſf 
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| Wy her wayting Gentlewoman Arflva, though with more ample circumſtance and 
= Bijlation : and toteſtifie thetruth , Dees is produced » who vowes and proteſts the 
o Bame. Sebaſtianocheckes her of tolily and cruelty, ſhewes her, that in ſeeking to wrong 
Mathers, ſhe onely wrongs her (eltezrhat m inventing and caſting a feigned crime on her 
e Ser Catalinc,ſhe makes her owne conſpicuous andtrue 3 thatſhe harh no ſafety bur in 
» Brctarne:whereunto with many reatons he ſeekes to perſwade and induce her. 
h His Siſter Berinthia againe anſwereth him, that there isno ſafety for her in Avero, 
is and that ſhe canmot expect _ then the tinds1n Fizus * ſhe prayes himto thinke 
id Þchantably and honourably of her departure:and ifever her Father wil love her,ſhe re- 
s) ageſts him not to hate, butto love Aztorio, whoſe Caſtle ſhe finds a Sanftuary, both 
nt {for ker honour and life 3 taking God and his Angels, her conſcience and foule to wit- 
to Mreſſz, that hex Siſter Cataling's crime 1s true and not faigned. SebaStiano (ceing Antonio 
e reſolute, and his Siſter wiltull and obſtmate, beginnes to take leave, telling her,that he 
to Myill leave her to her folly , thatto her ſhame, and her ſhame to her repentance, and fo 
d concludes to goe into the City , to refolve on whathe hath to doe, for her good and his | 
th Mownehonour. Atorio. prayes him to dine in his Caſtle with his Siſter - but be refuſeth 5 
the Mit, faich he hath given the' firſt breach to their friendſhip, and his owne honour, which 
le Whe ball repent, if notrepaire, and ſo departs. Being come into the City , he conſults 
cs Mtlis buſinefle with the Gentlemen, hisaflociats, and borh him{felfe and they are of 
an Mopinion to ſend one poaſt to acquaint his Father herewith, and ſoto crave his pleaſure 
nd Marndrefolution, how he ſhall beare himſelte herein. Ir 1sever anexcellent poynt both 
ofwiſedome and diſcretion, for a ſonne to ſteere his ations by the compaſle of his 
Fathers commands. His couſin Y:z/ardras undertakes this journey to Avero. Old 
ileezois perplexed and grieved at this report, and in ſtead of comfort, receives more 
affliction. his care , curioſitie , paſſion and griefe : ſeverallyexamineth firſt Catalina, 
then 4-.7lva, who (like theeves 1n a faire, or myrtherers in a ForreſQhe finds equally 
onſtant in their denyall, being ſodevoyd of grace , and repleat ofimpietie, asthey - 
onfirme and maintaine their innocencies with many bitter oathes and aſleyerations : 
ſohe returnes Villandras to Eluas,with this Letter to his ſonne Sebaſtian, 


VILAREZO tOSEBASTIANO. 


Jult MF Corrmrer d thy wiſedome, as much as I diſpraiſ® Antonio's reſolution.and grieve at thy Siſter 
ws Berinthia's folly and diſobedience © I have carefully and curionſly examined the two parties, 
WIC Briom 7 finde as innocent as conſtant in the true deniall of their fallely objefed crimes * I have 
ety, onfulted with Nature and Honour, how herein T might bee dire&ed by them,and conſequently, 
an) ſhou by mee 5 ſo they ſuggeſt me this advice, and T adviſe thee this reſolution, either by the Law 
 Wthe kinzdome, or by that of thy ſword, with expe ition to returne me my Daughter. thy $i- 
100:Fer Berinthia. and let not the Oratorie either of Antonio's tongue, or her teares perſwade thee 
ut Botbe contrary: for then as ſhee is guiltie of our diſhononrs,ſo we ſhall be acoeſſary to hers : Let me 
king Buderſtand the proceeding herein,& according as occaſion fhal preſent.if my fickneſſe and wask- 
OM: ſeſe will not leave me, I notwithſtanding will leave Avero to ſee Elvas. | 


n the VILAREZO. 


cre} Whiles Sebaſt;ano is conſulting how to free his Sifter Berinthia from the power of 
duttBrtonio,ſpcake wea little of Catalina, who (as ſkilfull in ſubtiltie as malice) ſeeing her 
 iFachery and bloodie intents revealed , thinkes itnow high time to make away and 
ight W!on Arſlva 5 grounding herreſolution on this maxime , both of policie and eſtate, 
's 00 hat dead folkes doe neither harme , nor tell tales. Behold here the juſtice and pro- 
1venFidence of God ! ſhe who laid ſnares for others, muſt now betaken inthem her ſelfe : 
onF'puniſhment which the finne of this wretched Gentlewomanfindes, becauſe dafew” 
d: there is no vice nox malice, but have their pretexts and colours, CatalindHinds 
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fault with two or three red pimplesthat Azſlva hath in her face, which ſhee will hay 
taken away. She ſends for an Empericke3 one Pedro Sarmiata, and proffereth him one Þ: 
hundred Duckets to poyſon her,which like a limbe ofthe devill be undertakes;and jy. 
fuſing poyſon in ſome potions, hee adminiſtreth it her : ſhe the very next day dyes: , 
fit reward and puniſhment for ſo graceleſſe and bloudy a Gentlewoman, who 7 as we Þ 
have formerly ſeene)made no religion nor conſcience, to attempt two ſeverall times ty 
poylon the faire and vertuous Berinthia. 

Whiles this/Tragedie is aCting at Avero, Sebaſtiano begins to aCt another in Elvas, but Þ 
a thouſand times lefle 1mpious, and more honourable : For having received his Father 
order by Yillaudras,he now ſends him into the Caſtle,to take Artonio's,& Berinthia's haf 
reſolutionzhe isadmitted to them:Uzllandras diretts his ſpeech firſt to Berirthza, thento 
Antonio,to whom he relateth his meſſage, and Sebaſtiano's pleaſure. Berinthiareturng 
him this anſwer : Couſin Yil/2dras, recommend me courteouſly to my brother Sebaſtie 
20, and tell him,my firſt anſwer and reſolution 1s,and ſhall be my laſt. And (quoth 4+ 
tonio)I pray ye likewiſe informe him from me, that Berinthia's will ismy law, and her Pf 
reſolution mine, and that-l will be as carefull, as willing and ready to loſe my life in de- 
fence and preſervation of hers. Yiſfaxdras returnes and acquaints Sebaſtzaro with this 
their laſt reſolutionsz from which he alleageth it is impoſſible for them to be diſſiyx- 
ded or diverted. Seb ſtiano is beaten with two contrary and irreſolute windes, whatto 
doc1n a bulineile of thisnature,either to recover his lifter by Law,or by Armes:by Lay, 
he holds it a courſe both cowardly and prejudiciall:by Armes,he ſees he muſt kill him- 
ſelfe or his friend:to undertake the firſt, would be the laughter of Aztonzo 5 and notto 
attempt the ſecond, the ſhame of all Portyga# and Spaine : he therefore preferres gene- 
rolity before reaſon, and paſlion above judgement, and ſo reſolves to fight with Ante 
io £ to which end he makes choice of his Colin Y://ardras for his Second, and the next 


morne ſends him to the Caſtle with'this Challenge : | 


SEBASTIANO to ANTONIo0O. 


| bd either returne my ſiſter Berinthia to Avero,or loſe my life here at Elvas:for Thadraths 
dye, then live to ſee her diſhanonr, ſith hers is mine : neither doe T firſt infringe or violatetkt 
bonds of our 9 9 7 nya thy ſelje, ſith thou art both the anthour and cauſe thereof : where 
fore of two things rejolve on one: Either before to prorrow morning ſrxe of the clocke render me 
z#y ſiſter Berinthia, or elje at that houre meet mee on foot, with thy Second, in the ſquare greem 
Meadow under thine owne Caſtle,where the choice of two ſingle Rapiers ſhall await or attendtiee. 
if thou art honourable,thou wilt grant my firſt, if generous, not deny my ſecond requeſt. 

x 
SEBASTIANO. 


Antonio receives this Challenge, beares1t privately,from all the world,eſpecially from 
his ſweet Berinthia,who(poore Lady)little imagines or {uſpeCts her brother & loveraie 
ruſfing forth for her ſake:He returnes this anſwer by YVi//andras,that he cannor'grant S 
baſtiano his firſt requeſt, nor will not denie him his ſecond. So he chuſeth a Colin-ger- 

' mane of his, a valiant young Gentleman, tearmed Dozx Belaſco,who willingly and my 
ingageth himſelfe in this quarrell.So he and Villandras that night(with as much friend 
ſhip as ſecrelie) meet in the City, and reſolve on the Rapiers, and other ceremonies: 
quiſite in Dxels. The morne appeares, when our Combatants leape from their bedsto 
the field ; where.a little before {ixe(being the appointed houre)all partiesappeare: the 
Seconds performe their office in viſiting the Principals, who caſt off their doublets and 
draw, and fo traverſing their ground,they, with judgement and generoſity,fall to thel 
buſineſle; at the firſt cloze, Antonio is wounded int the right arme,and Sebaſtiano inthe 
left ſide, which glaunced ona rib : at the ſecond, Sebaſtiano wounds Antoniotwixtt 

breaſt and ſkoulder.a little above his right pap:and hethim cleane thorow the body; of oo 
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_ large and dangerous wound, whence iſſueth .forth aboundance of bloud : ſo they di- 
« I-Jerhemſelves and take breath : they againe fall to it, and at this third cloſe, Sebaſtia- 
"M$, repaies Antonio with a mournefull and fatall intereſt : for he runnes him thorow the 
"0 ody on the left ſide,a little below the heartz whereof ſtaggering, he fals, and ſo Seha- 
We Bw diſpatcheth him, and nailes him to the ground ſtarke dead. Uilaxdras congratu- 
STO ies with him for his victory, which Sebaſtiano with much modeſty aſcribes to the POW= 
b rand providence of God, and not to the weakeneſle of his owne arme. Bel/aſco is no 
ol ivy daunted with the misfortune and death of his Principall, butrather like a gene- 
w usGentleman and valiant Second,-teſolves to ſell it deerely'to Uilandras. They are 
; otlong unſheathing of their Rapiers: for as ſooneas Be//aſco hath covered up Antonio 
"0 Fiith his dloake,they approach, at their very firlt meeting, Be/aſco ſleightly hurts Yillan- 
5. lin the right ſhoulder, and Y77/andras him thorow the body and reynes with a fatall 
Pd ound, wherewith his ſword fell from him, and he tothe ground ; when fearing and 

" ſbcfaging his death, he with a faint language begs his life of Yillandras, who at the ſight 
and hearing hereof, throwes away his owne Rapier, and ſtoupes to affiſt him. But in 
ine; for 1t is not in his power to give him his life - for by this time he 1s dead, and his 
ſoule departed to another world. This tragicall newes is ſoone knowne and bruited in 
Ebus, whereofthe criminall Judges of that City remit Sebaſt;zaro with as much eaſe, as 
iladras with difficulty (in favour of mony and friends) and obtaine their pardons: 
And now the newes hereof likewile flies to Antonio's Caſtle, where his dead body, and 
thatofBelleco,are ſpeedily conveyed and brought, to the griefe and ſorrow of all thoſe 
ofthe Caſtle, who bitterly weepe for the diſaſter of their Lord and Maſter-But all theſe 
1 [cares are nothing to thoſe of Antonio's two liſters; northeirs any thing, in comparifon 
xr {oſtheſe of our ſweet Berinthia, whois no ſooner advertiſed hereof, bur ſhee falls to the 

| Eground with ſorrow, and there wrings her hands, beats her breaſt, and teares off her 
aire, in ſuch mournetull and pitrifull ſort, that Cruelty herſelfe could not refraine 
from teares,to ſee the numberleſle infinitie of hers : Counſel, advice, perſwaſion can- 
not perſwade her to give a moderation to her mourning, or limits to her ſorrowes:for 


terdeare Artonie 5 all thoſe of the Caſtle are not capable to divert hereyes from this 
yofull and pittifull object ; at the ſig" rt whereof thee falls to the ground on her knees, 
and gives to his breathleſſe body a thouſand kifles - yea, ſhe waſheth his ſweet cheekes 
with a whole deluge and inundation of her ſalt teares : ſhe cannot ſpeake for ſighing, 
norutter a word. for weeping 3 onely wringing her hands, ſhee at laſt breathed forth 
theſe mournefull and paſſionate ſpec ches : O my deare Antonio, my ſweet and deare 
4tonio, Antonio, would God my death had ranſoied and prevented thine,O my Anto- 
momy Antonio. | 

Leave we Berinthia to her paſſionate ſorrowes, and ſorrowfu'l paſſions, from which 
her brother Sebaſtiano will ſoone awake her 5 who by this time as Vitor and Cons» 
querour, is come tothe Caſtle gate, and demands her, where he ſecs himſclfe retuſed, 
adthe 1raw-bridges and approaches drawne up, and rampired with Barricadoes : hee 
nyes ayd of the Criminall Judges, who ſend the Provoſt with an armed company of 
1y Jouldiers : ſotkey force the Caſtle gate with a Petard, where ſorruwfull Berrnihia is de> 
j Ivered intothe hands of her joyfull and rejoycing brother Sebaſti no, who with ſweet 
perſwaſions an'l advice ſeckes toexhale and dry up her teares : but her affe1on 1 fo 
to great, as ſhe is not capable of conſolation. In a word, ſhe cannot looke on her Prother 
he I'mith the eye of affeRion. but of reveng- and indignation yea; ſhe wiſheth herſelf} me= 
id Jamorphoſed from a viroi:1 toa man that ſhe might be revenged of her Brother tor the 
jr [cath of her deare Lover Amono.Sebaſtianoleaving the dead bodies of Antonio & Belaſco 
he totheir Craves, takes Coach with hi- incenſed and ſorrowfull Siſter Ber:xrhiaz and ſo 
he leaves Elvas and returnes towards Avero : where his Father Yilarezoand his Mother Al- 
of Parte welcome him home withpraiſe, and their Daughter Berizthia with checks and 


2 [fownes,who(the beſt ſhe may)ſmothers her diſcontents; but yet vowes to be any 
E 0 
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they are ſo violent,as their extremity exceeds all excetle. She will ſee the dead body of _ 
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of her Brother, for killing the life of her joy,and joy of her life: Antonio.But all vowe We 
this bloudy nature and quality are better broken then kept, which if Berinthia had tho 
the grace to have conſidered, and made good uſe of, doubtleſle her hand had proyfÞot 4 
more joytull,and not ſo fatall and miſerable. | 
Come we now to Cataliza,who ſeeing the object of her affe&1on, Antonio, dead, anda 
her Siſter Berinthia returned, who,for his ſake, was that of her living malice. ſhe ſecres{Bric 
confeſleth her fault to her iſter, in ſeeking formerly twice to have poyloned herby 4 
fila, craves pardon of her, vowing henceforth to convert her malice to affetion, yter 
ſoreconciles her ſelfe to her;zwhereunto her ſiſter Berinthia willingly condeſcendeth,c bcc 
| talinahath made her peace with her Siſter, but ſhee hath not contracted and concludgict 
it with God for Azſilva's death. Earth may forget this Murther, but Heaven will nyſor 
Gods judgements are as juſt as ſecret, and as true as wonderfull; for hee hath a thouſaſ ber 
meanes to puniſh us, when wee thinke our ſelves ſafe and furtheſt from puniſhmen $a? 
which our wretched Catalina, and herexecrable Empericke Sarmiata ſhall ſee verifgf ap 
in themſelves. For the ſmoke of this their bloudy crime of Murther, hath pierced) Th 
Vanltsand Windowes of Heaven, and is aſcended to the Noſtrels of the Lord, whſi anc 
hath now bent his Bow, and made ready his Arrowes to revenge and puniſh them. Tiff po! 
manner 1s thus : wh 
A ſiſter of Azſilva's, named Tſabe/a, 1s to bee marryed in Avero, who invites thy pic 
Ladies Catalina and Berinthia to her Wedding. Berinthia is too ſorrowfull to beef fur 
merry, asdefirous rather to goe to her owne Grave, then toany others Nuptiall; || 
ſo ſhee ſtayes at home, onely her Siſter Cat alina takes Coach, with an intent to accon bo 
pany the Bride-woman to Church - but ſeethe Providence and Juſtice of God, hovſd © 
it ſurpriſeth and overtakes this wretched Gentlewoman Catal:na | for as ſhee was uſs ne 
her way, the Sunne is inſtantly eclipſed, and the Skies overcaſt, and fo a ternbl|# 
and fearefull Thunder-bclt pierceth her thorow the breſt, and layes her neere deadiſſÞ p! 
her Coach : her Wayting-maids and Coach-man having no hurt, are yet amazed aff} d 
this ſtrange and diſmall accident 3 ſo they thinke it fit to returne. Catalina isfor d 
time ſpeechleſle, her Parents are as it were dead with griefe and ſorrow hereat, (Þ 8 
15 committed to her bed, and ſearched, and all her body above her waſte is found cole 
blacke : the beſt Phyſitians and Chirurgians are ſent for, they fee her death-ſtrookaſt 
with that Planet, and therefore adjudge their skill but vaine : her ſtrength and ſenſe} | 
fall from her, which Catalina having the happineſle to perceive, and grace to feel: 
will no longer be ſeduced with the devils temptations. The Divines prepare her ſoul 
for Heaven, and now ſhee will no longer diſlemble with man or God 3 ſhee will nu} 
charge her conſcience with ſo foule a Crime as Murther, the which ſhee knowes wilſj 4 
prove a ſtop to the fruition of her felicity. Shee confeſleth, ſhee twice procured ha al 
Wayting-gentlewoman Anſilvato poyſon her Siſter Berizthia 5 and ſince = ſhee hal} 4 
given Sarmwiataonehundred Duckets to poyſon the ſaid Anſilva, which hee performed} Y 
and whereof ſhee humbly begges pardon of all the world, and religiouſly of. Golf 
whom ſhee beſeecheth to bee mercifull to her ſoule - and ſo, though ſhee lived prfþ Þ 
phanely and impiouſly, yetſhee dyed repentantly and religiouſly. Uilarezo and4'}} fi 
phanta, her old parents, grieve and ſtorme at herdeath, but more extreamely atth} 
manner thereof, and eſpecially at the confeflion of her bloudy crimes, as well toward} 
living Berirthia, asdead Anſilva, onely their Daughter Beriwthia is filent hereart 3 glud, d 
thatſhee is freed of anenemy, ſorrowfull, to have loſta Siſter : they are infiniteh} ® 
yexed to publiſh their daughter Catalina's crimes, yet they are inforced toit, thatthereÞ © 
by this Sarzriata, this Agent of Hell, may receive condigne puniſhment for his blow fl 
dy offence here on earth. So they acquaint the Criminall TIadges hereof, who d&Þ| f1 
cree order and power for his apprehenſion. Sarmiata is revelling and feaſting at 0 
ſabella's wedding; to which he isappointed and requeſted-to furniſh the Sweet-meatss {e 
for the Banquets - but hee little thinkes what ſowre ſauce there is providing oe - 
ee 
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mere never neereſt danger,then when wee thinke our ſelves furtheſt from it: and al- 
di. Srhough his ſinnefull ſecurity was ſuch, as the Devill had made him forget his murther 
rowlfof 4n/iloa, yet God will, and doth remember it 3 and lo, here comes his ſtorme, here his 
T.corchenſion, and preſently b1s puniſhment. By this timethe newes of Catalina's ſud- 
Jane death (but not of her ſecret confeſſion) is publiſhed in Avers, and arrived at the 
pride-houſe,which gives both aſtoniſhment and griefe to all the world 3 but eſpecially 
y 4 roSarmiate,whoſe heart and conſcience now __ him many thundering peales of feare, 
' Fterrour and deſpaire : his bloudy thoughts purſue him like ſo many bloudhounds, and 
+». Bhecauſe he hath forſaken God, therefore the devill will not forſake him 5 he counſel- 
Jud.Micth him to flie, and to provide for his ſafety : but what ſafety ſo unſecure, dangerous, 
E rmiſcrable for a Chriſtian, as to throw himſelfe into the Devils protection ? Sarmiata 
hereon fearing that Catalina had revealed his poyſoning of Alf loa, very ſecretly ſteales 
away his Cloake,and ſo flipsdowne to a Poſterne doore of the little Court, hoping toeſ- 
ape; but he is deceived of his hopes: for the eye of Gods providence findes him out. 
Ji. The houſe is beleagured for him by Ofticers, who apprehend him as he iflueth forth, 
and ſo commit him cloſe priſoner. In the atternoone the Judges examine him upon the 
vſoning of Anſilva, and the receipt of one hundred Ducketsto effect it,from Catalina, 
which ſhe at her death confe fled. He addes ſinne to finne, and denyes it with many im- 
pious oathes and fearefull imprecations 3 but they availe him nothing: his Judges cen- 
ſure him to the Racke, where,upon the firſt torment he confelleth it,but with ſo grace- 
Þ lefſe an impudency, as he rather rejoyceth then grieveshereat : where we may obſerve 
how ſtrongly the Devill ſtickes to him, and how cloſely he is bewitched to the Devill - 
| ſofor reparation of this foule crime of his, he 1s condemned to be hanged, which the 
next morne is performed right againſt /;/arezo his houſe, at the Gallowes purpoſely e- 
rected 3 and which is worſe then all the reſt, .as this lewd villaine Sar-ata lived pro- 
phanely,ſo he dyed as deſperately, without repenting his bloudy fact, or imploring par- 
don or mercy of God for the ſame, O miſerable example ! O fearefull end ! O blou- 
dy and damnable miſcreant ! Wee have ſeene the Theater of. this Hiſtory gored with 
| great variety of bloud, the mournefull and lamentable ſpeCtacle whereof is capable to 
# makeany Chriſtian heart relent into pitty, compaſſion, and teares. But this is not all, 
{ weſhall yet ſee more, not that it any way increaſeth our terrour, but rather our conſo- 
| lation, fith thereby we may obſerve that Murther comes from Sathan, and its puniſh- 
ment from God. h | 
Catalina's confeſſion and death is not capable to deface and waſh away Berinthia's 
ia} malice and revenge to her brother Sebaſt;ano, for killing of her deare and ſweet Love 
il Antonio. Other Tragedies are paſt, but this as yet not acted, but to come : Lo now 
ja} atlaſt ( though indced too too ſoone )) it comes on the Stage. The remembrance of 
tf Artoxio and his afte&ionis ſtill freſh in her youthfull thoughts and contemplations, 
4 yea, his dead 7dea is alwayes preſent and living.in her heart and breſt : 'tis true, Seba- 
of ſtrano 1s her brother; 't1s as true ſhe ſaith, that if he had not killed Antcuio, Antonio 
| had beene her husband. Againe ſhe conſidereth, that as Antonio's life preſerved hers 
{8 fromdeath ; ſo her life hath beene the cauſe of his : and as ſhe loſt his life for her 
kf fake, why ſhould not ſhe likewiſe leave hers for his ? or rather, why ſhould ſhe per- 
G} mit himto hve, who hath bereaved her of him 3 But her hving attection toher 
48 dead friend is ſo violent, and withall ſo prejudicate and revengefull, as [he neither can, 
54þ nor will ſee her Brother, who kill'd him, but with malice and indignation. Inſtead of 
-$ conſulting with natureand grace, ſhe onely converſeth with choller and paſſion 5 yea 
| ſhes ſo miſerably tranſported in her rage, and ſo outragiouſly wilfull in herreſolu- 
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| tion, asſhe ſhuts the doore of her heart to the two former vertues, to whom ſhe ſhould 
-$ opent, and openeth it to the two latter vices, 'gainſt whom ſhe ſhould ſhut it. A mi- 
5} ſery equally ominous and fata]l, where Reaſon is not the Miſtris of our Paſſions, and 
-$ Religion the Queene of our Reaſon. Shee ſees this bloudy attempt of hers, whereinto 
| ſhe is entring, is ſinnefull and impious; and yet her faith is ſo weake towards cnn 
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lany. ſhein the ſame hand takes her Lute, and ſo enters her brothers Chamber, an F 


ble ſiſter Berinthia, ſtalkes cloſe tor him, and laying her Lute ſoftly on the windoyſſin 
drawesout her devillith knife forth her ſleeve, and as a ſhe-devill incarnate, cutshhc 
throate, to the end he might neither cry nor ſpeakezand ſo, though with a female handle 
yet with a maiculine courage, ſhe (with as much malice as haſte)gives him ſeaven ſerſar 
rall wounds thorow the body, and as neere the heart as ſhe could 5 whereof hetyic 
turning himſelte in his bed, never ſprawled more : and then taking up her Lute, aff 
leaving him reeking in his bloud, ſhe after this her helliſh fa&t, hyes her ſelfe to hefſc 
Chamber. | 

T his cruel] Murther 1s not ſocloſely perpetrated and acted, but Philippo, Sebaſtian 
page, heares ſome extraordinary ſtirring and ſtrugling in his Maſters chamber. and( 
leapes out of his bed,and taking hiscloake on his ſhoulders,& his Rapierin his hand 
aſcendsthe ſtaires ; where Berinthia hath not made ſogreat ſpeed, but he ſees here 
tring her Chamber, and throwing her doore after her : whence running to his Maſteruk 
Chamber, he findes the doore open, and his maſter moſt cruelly murthered inhi 
bed, of eight ſeveral] wounds 3 at which bloudy and lamentable ſpectacle he maker 
many bitter and pittifull outcryes, whereat all the houſe is inallarum, and the folk 
and {ervantsrepairethither of al! ſides. By this time Berinthia hath ſhifted her outware 
Taffata gowne, ſprinkled all with bloud, and wrapt her bloudy knife cloſe in it, an 
forthe more ſccreſie, throwes it into her Cloſecſtoole, and ſo awaits the comming up df 
her Father and Mother, whom the mournefull eccho and forrowfull newes of their o 
Sebaſtiano's cruel] murther, had with an ocean of teares wafted to his Chamber, wittſ 
whom Berinthialikewile, all blubber'd with teares,enters. They areall amazed at thc 
ſight of this bloudy and breathlefle corps, and wringing their hands, Father, Moth 
Daughter, and Servants looke one on another in this calamity. and at this ſorrow 
diſaſter, They ſearch every Chamber, Vault, and Doore of the Houſe, and find 
noiody, nor print of drops of bloud whatſoever 3 when 7hilippo the Page cries 01 
that he fcares it 15 the Lady Berinthia, who hath murthered her Brother, and his Maſt 
ſter Sebaſtiano, for that he ſaw her flying to her Chamber as he aſcended the StayreÞ 
Uilarezo and Alphanta his wife are doubly amazed at this report, bur gracclcſlc Bt 
riathia 15 no way daunted or aſtoniſhed hereat, but aftirmes, the likewiſe heard ſom 
{tirring in her Brothers Chamber, which made her ariſe and come to the Stayr$ 
head, where ſeeing Philippo, thee being in her night attire, modeſty made her retire td 
her Chamber. They all telieve the ſugar of her words, and the circumſtance of heÞ 
excuſe z yet they will not proclaime ner innocency, till they have ſearched her Cham 
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tirſcr, and all ker Trunks, where they finde noKnife, Stilletto, Dagger, or any other of- 
eandfenfive Weapon 3 and fo her Father and Mother acquit her : but God will not. Not- 
TudS,jthſtanding they muſt advertiſe the Criminall Indges of this lamentable and bloud 
nkilÞ,urther of their ſonne, which they doe. So they arrive, viſit the dead body, and cauſe 
witog.lthe Houſe to be ſearched:but as ſoone as they heard Philippos's ſpeeches and ſuſpition 
re puefBerinthia, then,confilering her affeCtion to Antonio, and her brother Sebaſtiano® kil- 
2 canJing of him at Elvas, they attribute thisto be her fact, as proceeding from paſlionate re- 
<dthhenge;when the ſequell and circumſtances thereof being apparent 1n themſelves, they 
r,villjot regarding her Fathers prayers, her mothers requeſts, and her owne teares, ſeize on 
2, noicr; and ſo ſend and commit her cloſe Priſoner : where wretched Gentlewoman, ſhee 
ſongſuthawhole night left and given her. to ſee and conſider the foulenefſle of her fa&t,and 
n theo prepare herſelfe to her anſwer: which whether it will breedein her confeſſion or de- 
7 vilſall, obſtinacy or repentance, as yet know not. So from her 1m priſonment, come we 
| anſoher anſwer. 

2 inf dvero rings with the newes of this foule and bloudy Murther. All bewaile, all 
| plaſſument rhe death of Sebaſtiano, as a Gentleman, who was truely noble, truely gene- 
20 hilious : but his Father Yilarezo and Mother Alphanta feeme to drowne themſelves in 
thouſſhicir teares, at theſe mournefull accidents, ſtrange croſles, and unheard of affliicti- 
ceſs of theirs. For though they will not believe, yet they deepely feare, that their 
donfſkughter Berinthia was the murtherer of er brother Sebaſtzao - and as affection ſeemes 


atshodivert them from this option, ſo reaſonindeavoureth to perſwade and confirme 


handfkem in the contrary. The next morne the Judges fit, and ſend for Berinthia, who 
ſeremes accompanied with her parents, and many of her kinsfolkes : they againe exa- 
twichwe her,and confront her with 7hilippo3 ſhe 1s firme in her denyall, and her Judges 
, andlade circumſtances, but no probability nor witneſle againſt her, ſufficient toconvit 
krof this crime yet directed by the finger of God, they condemne her to the Racke:. 


O tt 

he of her Iudges pittying her deſcent, youth, and beauty, as much as he deteſts this 
;zauFlrther, intreats that her Chamber may be firſt curiouſly ſearched, ere ſhe expoſed 
nd faffethe Racke. This advice and requeſt 1s heard and followed with approbation. He, 


nd,;$dtwo other Officers, accompanied with ſome of her friends, repaire to Yzlarezs 
erenſÞshouſe, and Berizthia her chamber 5 they leave no place, Trunke, Cheſt, or Boxe, 
aſteakearched : yea, their curioſity, or to ſay truer, their zeale and fidelity to Fo 


in hfkſcends ſo low, as tn viſit her Cloſe-ſtoole, which, for want ofthe key, they breake 
nakexr 3 and behold the providence and Juſtice of God ! here theytftinde Berimthia's 
olkeſoudy Gowne, and therein very cloſely wrapt up that hellith Knife, wherewith ſhee 
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retrated this inhumane murther on her onely brather. They praiſe and glorifie 
od for the diſcovery hereof, and ſo returne to therr Tribunall of Juttice, bringing. 
ſe bloudy evidences with them, which Berinthia moughtall this while have remo- 
d, if God, to his glory, and herſhame, had not all this time purpoſely blinded the 
js of her judgement to the contrary. At the ſight hereof,” the without any tor- 
ent, conteſleth the Murther, and with many teares repents herſelfe of it ; adding 
thall that her aftection to Artonio led her to this revenge on her brother: and there- 
re beſcccheth her Judgesto have compaſlion on her youth. Bur the fouleneſle of her 
in thoſe grave and jult perſonages, wipes off the tairenefle of her requeſt : So they 
alult and pronounce Sentence againſt her, That for expiation of this her cruell mur- 
ron the perſon of her brother, thee the next morne ſhall be hanged in the publike 
arket place. So all praiſe God for the detection of this lamentable Murther, and for 
ic Becondemnation of this cxecrable Murthereile - and thoſe who before locked on 
ſomnyouth and beauty with pitty, now behold her foulecrime with hatred and dete- 
ayreftion ; and as they applaud the lincerity of her former attection to Antome, fo 
re teÞy farre more deteſt and condemne this her inhumane cruelty to her owne brother 
f heÞuſtiarro. But what gricte 18 there comparable to that of herFather and Mother ? 
bamPFhoſe age, content, an patience 1s not onely battered, but razed downe with the ſe- 
be L 3 verall 
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verall aſſaults of afflition:ſo as they wiſh themſelves buried,or that their Children had 
beene unborne : for it is rathera torment then a griefe to them, that they, whom they 
haped would have beene props and comforts to their age, ſhould now prove inſtry. 
ments and ſubjefts to ſhorten their dayes,and conſequently to draw their age to the mi. 
ſeries of an untimely and ſorrowfull grave. Butaltheugh they have taſted a world of 
eriefe and anxicty,firſt for the death of their daughter Catalina, and then of their onely 
Sonne Sebgſtiaro; yet it pierceth them to the heart and gall, that this their laſt Daugh- 
terand Childe Berrnthia ſhould paſle by the paſſage of a halter, and end her dayes upon 
ſo ignommnious and ſhamefull a Stage as the Gallowesz which would addea blemiſh to 
the luſtre of their bloud and poſterity,that time could never have power either to wipe 
ottor waſh away:which to prevent,/7larezo & his wite Alphanta ule all their friends and 
mortall powers, tewards the Iudges, to convert their Daughters Sentence into a leſſe 
ſþamefull and more honourable death. So although the Gallowes be erected, Berinthia 
prepared to die,and a world of people,yea, in a manner,the whole people of Averocon- 
curr'd and ſeated to ſee her now take her laſt farewell of the,world ; yet the importy- 
nacie and miſery of her parents, her owne deſcent,youth and beauty, as alſo her endee- 
red aftetionand fervent love to her lover Aztorio, at laſt obtaine compaſſion and fa- 
vour of her Indges. So they revoke and change their former decree, and {weeten the 
ripgour thereof with one more honourable and milde,and lefle ſharpe,bitter,and ſhame- 
full,and definitively adjudge her to be immured up betwixr two wals, and there with 
a ſlender diet to end the remainder of her daies. And this ſentence is ſpeedily putin 
execntion 3 whereat her parents, friends, and acquaintance,yea, all that knew her,yvery 
butterly grieve and lament 3 and farre the more, 1n re{pect they cannot be permitted to 
ſee or A her,or ſhe them; onely the Phyſitians and Divines have admittance and ac- 
celleto her, thoſe to provide earthly phylicke for her body 3 and theſe, ſpirituall for her 
ſoule. And in this lamentable eſtate ſhe is very penitent and repentant for all her ſinnez 
ingenerall,and for this her vile murther of her Brother in particular: yea, alittle impri- 
ſonment,or rather the ſpirit of God hath opened the eyes of herfaith, who now defy- 
ing the Devill who had ſeduced and drawne herhereunto, ſhe makes her peace with 
God,and aflures herſelfe, that her true repentance hath made hers with him.So unac- 
cuſtomed to be pent up in ſo _—_ and darke a Mew.,the yellow Iaundies, anda bur- 
ning Feavour ſurpriſe her:and ſo ſhe ends her miſerable dayes. 

Lo,theſe are the bitter fruits of Revenge and Murther, which the undertakers (by 
the iuſt judgement of God) are inforced to taſte and ſwallow downe, when in the heat 
of their youth, and height of their impiety they leaſt dreame or thinke thereof: by the 
ſight of which great effuſion of bloud, yea, by all theſe varieties of mournefull and fa- 
tall accidents,if we will divorce our thoughts from Hell to Earth, and wed our contem- 

ations and affections from Earth to Heaven, we ſhall then,astrue Chriſtians, and ſons 
of the eternall God, runne the race of our mortality in peacein this world, and conſc- 
quently be rewarded with a glorious Crowne of immortal felicity inthat to come. 
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'| REVENGE AGAINST THE 
, Crying and Execrable finne of Murther. 


Relluile treacheroufly mmurthereth Poligny in the ſtreet. Laurieta,Poligny's Miſtris,betrageth 
Belluile to her Champer,and there in revenge ſhoots him thorow the body with a Piſtoll, when 
alſiſted by her WWayting-Maid Lucilla, y—__ e give him many wound: with a Ponyavds 

| andſo murther him. fuicilla flying for this fal#,zs 4 
hang d and burnt for the ſame. 
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weed in a Lake, ad Lautieta 5s 3akewt 


| T is an infallible Maxizze,that if we open our hearts to finne,we 
| ſhut them togodlineſle; for as ſoone as we follow Satan, God 
flies from us,becauſe we firſt fled from him: butthat his met» 
cy may ſhine in our ingratitude, he by his ſervants, his hol 

Spirit and himſelfe, ſeekes all meages to reclaime us, as wel 

from the vanity of our thoughts, as from the prophaneneſle 
and impurity of our ations : butif we become obſtinate and 
obdurate inour tranſgreſſions, and ſo like Heatbens fall from 
vice to vicez whereas wee ſhauld as Chriſtians, grow up from 
vertue to vertue then it 15 nat he, but our ſelves that make 
ſhipwracke both of out ſelves and ſoules3 of our ſelves 1n this life, of our ſoules in that 
to come 3 then which no miſery can be ſogreat,none ſo unfortunate and miſerable. It is 
true, the beſt of Gods children are ſubject to ſinnez but tadelight and perſevere there» 
in, isthe true way as well to hellas death. All have not the gift of puteand chaſte 
thoughts, neither. can we ſo conſerve or ſanCtifie our bodies, but that concypiſcence 
may, and will ſometimes aflayle us (or rather the divell in it) but to pollnte them with 
fornication, and to tranſforme them from the Teinples ofthe holy Ghoſt, to the mem- 
bersof a harlot, this, though corrupt Nature ſeeme to allow or tolerate, yet Grace 
doth not orely deny, but deteſt. But as one ſinne is ſeldome without ancther,either af 
her heeles or elbow; ſo too too often it falls out, that Murther accompanieth Forni- 
cation and Adulterie: as if one of theſe foule crimes were not enough to make us miſer- 
able,but that in ſtead of going,we will needs ride poaſt to hell.A woefull Prefident,and 
lamentable and mourneful Example whereof, I here produce tothe view af the world 
in three unfortunate perſonages,in a laſcivious Ladie, and two lewd and deboſht young 
Gentlemen , who all very bly caſt themſelves away uponthe $a of Forni- 
cation , and the Charybdis of murther : for they found the fryics and end of ——— 
pleaſures 
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| pleaſures farremore bitter, then their beginning was ſweet : yea, and becauſe at firg Þ| an 
they would not looke on repentance, at laſt ſhame lookes on them,. and they,when iti; | 1 

too late, both on a miſerable ſhame, and a ſhamefull miſery. May we all reade it ro Gog, þ| Þh! 


glory,and conſequently to the reformation of our lives, and the conſolation and falys. | w! 
tion of our owne ſoules. fo 


N the beautifull City of Aw7gnion, (ſeated in the Kingdome of France, and in the Pro. | B! 
vince of Provence)being the Capitall of the Dutchie of Veniga, belonging to the Pope, || i0 
and wherein for the terme of well neere eighty yeeres, they held their Pontificall See, þ Þ 
there dwelt a young Gentley/oman of ſome twenty yeeres of age, tearmed Madamoyſell, | © 
Lawrieta,whole father and mother being dead, was left alone to herſelfe, their onely | 
childe and heire, being richer in beauty then lands, and indued with many excellen | © 
qualities and perfeftions, which gave grace and luſtre to her beauty, as her beauty did |} Þ! 
rothem - For ſhe ſpake the Latine and Italian tongue perfect, was very expert and ex. | 
cellent in ſinging, dancing, mulicke, painting and thelike, which made her famous in Þþ '! 
that Citie. But as there needes but one vice to eclipſe and drowne many vertues;ſo this | Þ: 
faire Laurieta was more beautifull then chaſte, and not halfe ſo modeſt as laſcivious. It Þ P' 
158as great a happineſle for children to enioy their Parents, as a miſery to want them: |} |! 
For Lanrieta's Father and Mother had beene infinitely carefull and curious to traine Þ ® 
her upin the Schoole of Vertue and Piety, and wherein her youth had ( during the'Þ © 
terme of their lives)made a happy entrance, and asI may fay, a fortunate and gtoriou; | 
progreſſion - But when God, the great Moderator, and ſoveraigne Iudge of the world, Þ * 
had in his eternall Decree and ſacred Providence taken them out of this world. then Þ © 
Lanrieta was left to the wide world, and to the vanity thereof, without guide or gover- 
nour, expoſed to the variety of the fortunes, or rather the misfortunes of the times, a; Þ " 
a ſhip without Pilot or Helme, ſubject to the mercy of every mercileſſe winde and wave ÞÞ * 
of the Sea : yea, and then it was that ſhe forgot her former modeſtie and chaſtity, and 
now began to adore the Shrines of Yexys and Cypid, by polluting and proftituting her 
body to the beaſtly pleaſures of luſt and fornication, wherein ( it grieves me to relate) 
ſhe tooke a great delight and felicity. But ſhe ſhall pay deare for this bitter-ſweet vice 
of hers : yea, and though it ſeeme to begin in content and pleaſure,yet we ſhall afſured- 
ly ſeeit end in ſhame, repentance and miſery - for this finne of Whoredome be- 
trayes,when it ſeemes to delight us, and ſtrangleth, when it maketh greateſt ſhew toim- 
brace us : ſo ſweet and pure vertues, are modeſtie and chaſtiticzſo foule and fatal! vices, 
are concupiſcence and luſt. But he with whom ſhe was moſt ſamiliar, and to whom ſhe 
imparted the greateſt part of her favours, was to one Moxſtenr de Belluile,a proper young 
Gentleman, Nedllibs neere the Citie of Arles, by birth and extrachon, noble, bur 0- 
therwiſe more rich then wiſe : who comming to Avzgrior,no ſooner ſaw 1 awrieta,buthe 
both gloried in the ſtght of her ſingular,and triumphed in the contemplation of her ex- 
quiſite and incomparable beauty, making that his beſt content, and this his ſweeteſt fe- 
licity 3 that, his ſoveraigne good 3 and this,his heaven upon earth : ſo as loſing himſclfe 
in the labyrinth of her beauty, and as it were drowning his thoughts in the ſea cfhis 
concupiſcence and ſenſuality, he ſpends not onely his whole time, bur a great part 
ofhis wealth in wantonizing and entertaining her : a vicious and foule fault, not one- 
ly peculiar to Bel/nile, but incident and fatall to too many Gallants, as well of moſt parts 
of Chriſtendome'in generall, as of France in particular ; it being indeed a diſaſterous 
and dangerous rocke, whereon many inconſiderate and wretched Gentlemen have 
ſuffered ſhipwracke,not onely of their reputations, healths and eſtates, but many times 
of their lives. 

In the meane time, Laxrieta ( more jealous of her fame, then careful] to preſerve her |. 
chaſtity ) is advertiſed, that Be/lwile 18 not content tocull the dainties of her beauty and | 
youth, bur he forgets himſelfe and his diſcretion ſo farre, asto vaunt thereof, by letting || | 
fall ſome ſpeeches tending to the blemiſh and diſparagement of her honour:ſo as m | 

and 
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and laſciviousas ſhe is, yet the touching of this ſtring, affords her harſh and diſtaſtefull 
melody: Fer ſhe will ſeek to cover her thame by her hypocrifie,and fo reſolves to make 
him know the fouleneſle of his offence, in that of his baſenefle and ingratitude. To 
which end,at her firſt interview and meeting of him,ſhe not onely checks him for it, but 
forbids and bar:iſherth him her company : which-indeed had beene a juſt cauſe and op- 
portunity for him to have converted his Juſt into chaſtity,and his folly into repentance. 


| But he 15 too diſlulute and vicious, to be ſo happily reclaimed from Laxrieta and there- 


fore he 1s reſolved, not onely to juſtifie his innocency, but thereby alſo to perſevere in 
hisfinne : He 1s acquainted with many Gentlemen, who forgetting themſelves, con- 
ceive a felicity and glory, to erectthe trophees of their vanities upon the diſparage- 
ment of Ladies honours - yea, he ſeemes ro be ſo farre from being guilty of this errour, 
ashe taxcth and condemnes others, in being guilty or acceſlary thereunto. So, although 
his Miſtrefle Lazrietaremaine {till coy, ſtrange and haggard to hun, yet he perſevereth 
in his afe&tion to her 5 who at laſt judging of his innocency by his conſtancy 3 and of 
that, by his many letrers and preſents which he ſtill ſent herz asalſoobſerving that ſhe 
had no frme grounds, nor could produce any pregnant or valable witneſſes of this re- 
port 3 ſhe againe exchangeth her frownes into ſmnles, and fo recexves and entertaines 
him into her favour,only with this premonition and caution,T hat if ever hereafter ſhe 
heard of his folly or ingratitude in this kinde, ſhe would never looke him in the face, 
except with contempt and deteſiation. Sotheſe their diſ-joynted affeCtions, as well 


| broathes as proteſtations, are againe confirmed and cimented : but ſuch luſtfull con- 


tracts, and laſcivious familiarities and ſympatlues, ſeldome or never make proſperous 
ends. 

Now to give forme and life to this Hiſtory : Not long after, a brave young Gentle- 
man of Mowpel/ier,named Mozſrenr de Poligny,having ſome occaſion, comes to Avignion, 
who frequenting their publike Balls or Dancings,no ſooner ſaw our faire and beauritull 
Larieta, but he fals in love with her, and ſalutes and courts her : and from thenceforth 
deemes her ſo faire, as he uſeth all meanesto become her ſervant, butnotin the way of 
honour and Marriage, rather with a purpoſe to make her his Courtezan then his Wife. 
But he ſees hiwſelfe decerved in the irregular paſſion of his afteCtion : for Larieta is a- 
verſe, and will not be cither tractable or flexible to his defires : ſo as his ſuiteis vaine, 
and ſhe ſo deafe to his requeſts,as neither his prayers, ſ1ghes,Letters,nor Preſents are ca- 
pable to purchaſe her favour. Poligny infinitely grieves hereat, which notwithſtanding 
makes the flame of his Juſt rather increaſe then diminiſh: ſoas after much penſiveneſle, 
hebeginsto beate his wits, and to awaken his invention, how he may crowne his de- 
fires by injoying Lawrieta, when loe, an occaſion preſenteth 1t ſelte to him unex- 

efted. | 
F Madamoyſelle la Palaiſiere, arich young Gentlewoman neere Poxt Saint Eſprit, living in 
Avienion,and ſeeing Poligny at the dancing, doth exceedingly fall in love with himzyea, 
ſhee ſo admires the {weetnefle of his favour, and the excellency of his perſonage, as ſhe 
rejoyceth in nothing ſo much 3 and to write the truth, in nothing elſe but in his compa- 
ny : fo as, had not modeſty with-held her, ſhe would have proved her owne Advocate, 
and have informed him thereof her ſelfe. Poligny receives ſo many ſecret fignesand te- 
ſtimonies of her affection, by private glances and the like, as he cannot be ignorant ther- 
of : but his love, or rather his Juſt to Laxrieta, hath ſo abſolutely taken ap his heart and 
thoughts,as it hath left no place nor corner for /a7ulaiſtere:ſoas here wemayobſerve and 
remarke a different commixture,and diſparity of attectons. Poligny loves Laurieta, and 
notſhe him : /a Palaiſrere afteCrs Poligny, and not he her : what theſe paſſions and occur- 
rences will produce, we ſhall ſhortly ſee. 

LaPalaiſrere,having her heart pierced thorow with the love of Poligny,knowing him to 


be Lawrieta's ſervant, and ſhe the Miſtreſle of Bellxile, either out of her affeftion, or jea- 


louſie, or both, reſolvesat next meeting to acquaint Poligny with it, thereby purpoſely 
to withdraw his affection from her to herſelfe : The occalionis proffered, and opportu- 
nitie 
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nitie ſeemes to favour and ſecond her deſires. Some three dayes atter, the 7eſites (who 


as the Mountebanks and Panders of Kingdomes and Eſtates, leave no invention, noy 
Ceremony unattempted, to ſeduce and bewitch the affections of the world) cauſe their 


Schollers toa&ta Comedie in their Colledge in this Citie, whereat all the Nobilitie | 


and Gentrie of the Citie and adjacent Countrey aſſemble and meet. Thither comes py. 


[;zgny,hoping to ſeeLavrieta, and la Palaifeere to ſee Poligny : but Laxrieta that day is ſicke, | 


and Bel/xile ſtayes with her to comfort her. So firſt comes Poligay, and ſecing hee could 
not ſee his Laxrieta, fits downe penſively - then comes /a Pa/aiftere, and ſeeing Polignya 
farre off, prayes her brother, who conducted her to place her neere him. Poligny can doe 
no lefle then ſalute her, and ſhee triumphing in her good fortune, takes the advantage 
of this occaſion, and in ſweet and ſugered termes (after many pauſes, ſighs and bluſhes) 
ojives him to underſtand.that ſhee knew his affection to Laxrieta,and withall, that Bel/uil 


and no other was her ſervant and favourite. This ſpeech of hers ſtrikes Poligny tothe | 
quick; ſo asthereat hee not onely bites the lip, but hangs his head: yea,this unexpetted | 
newes, as alſo Belluile and Lanrieta's abſence, ſo nettle him, and frame ſuch a Chymeraof | 
extravagant paſſionsin his heart and thoughts,as hee could not have the patience to ſit 
out the Comedy, but feigning himſelfe ſicke, departs to his Chmber : where a thou- | 


ſand jealouſies ingendered of his afteftion, perplexed and torment him; when remem- 


bring la Palaifters ſpeeches, and being infinitely deſirous to know the truth of Be/uile his Þ 
affection toLarrieta,and of hers to him, he ſees no meanes,nor perſon ſo fit to reveale the Þ 
ſame as Lucilla,Laurieta's Wayting-mayd. This Lucil/a Poligny wins with gold,in conſide- 
ration whereof.ſhe reveales him all, how Be//xile was her chiefeſt Minton and Favourite: 
and yet,for ſome words he the other day in ignorance or Wine, let fall tothe prejudice 
of her honour, ſhe was like to caſheere and diſcard him. Lxcil/a having thus forgotten Þþ 
her owne fidelitie,in bewraying the diſhonour of her Miſtreſle 3 Pol;gzy underſtanding 


Bellxileto be a coward of his hands,though not of his tonguezand in a word,not to be 


compleatea Gallant as he ſuppoſed him,he of a (ubtill and malicious invec ntion reſolve; | 


to worke on him 3and ſo conceives a plot, which we ſhall ſee preſently put in executy 
on and ated:he very politikely puts a good face on all his diicontents and paſſions:and 


although Laxrieta would not ſee him, yet hee fairely intrudes himſelfe into Be/uil: Þ 
company, and of purpoſe becomes familiar with him. So they very often meet:for they 
fence, dance, ride, vault and hunt together - ſo as at laſt none are ſo great Conſorts and Þ 


Cammerades as they. But Poligny thinking every houre a yeere, before hee had played 
his prize-makesa partie at Tennis with Be/aile for a collation, and beats him 3 and fots 
king two Gentlemen, La Fontaine, and Boreles,his friends with them, away they goeal 


foure toa Taverne. Poligny as ſecret as malicious mn this hisplot, in the middeſt of ther 
mirth ſpeakes thus to Be/nile,Sir, quoth hee, I am ſorry for your loſle of this Collation:N 
but if it pleaſe you to honvur me with your company to morrow to Orerge,a Citie which 

I much deſire to ſee, I will pay you the dinner in requitall thereof. Be//ile very _ | 


and willingly conſents hereunto, and LaFontaine and Borelles vow they will Iikewlk 
have their ſhare, both of the journey and dinner. So the next morne they all take hork 

_ for Orenge - but firſt Bel/nile gives his Miſtreſle Lawrieta the good morrow, and acquaint 
her with his journey. They view this old Citie, the ancient patrimony and Principality 
of the 1/uftrious Princes of Orenge, from whence they derive their name - where 7olizy 
having given order for the dinner, away they goe, viſite the Caſtle, and ſalute the de: 
puted Governour thereof Monrſreur Vosberghe ; they ſee the part of the Amphitheatre 
yet ſtanding, the Cathedral] Church, the double wall of the Citie, and the old Ko 
Arch not farre oft, with all other remarkable objects and monuments; and by this tum 
the Cooke and their ſtomakes taxe them of their long ſtay. Sothey returne to their Inns 
fall totheir Viands, and like frolike Gentlemen, waſh them downe with ſtore of Clz 
ret :and now Poligny, as malicious in heart,as pleaſant in countenance and converſation, 
here caſts forth his lure and ſnare to ſurprize and intangle Be//zile. O quoth hee, ho# 
happie the Gentlmen of 7taly are tous of France. ſith after dinner every one goes free! 
{ 


1 
| 
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to his Courtizan without controulment ! I know not, quoth /a Fortaine, what Orenge 
nor | js but 1 thinke 47-52-70 18 not deſtitute of good fellow Wenches, who make Yerys their 
er | queene, and Cypid their god. Surely no, replies Be//nile, for Iam confident, that for 
itie | [ewes and Courtizans, for the greatneſle of it, it may compare with the beſt Citie of 
Poe | Ttaly: for from the Lady to the Kitchen-mayd I dare ſay they'l all proove trac&ta”le. 
ke, | Nay, quoth Borelles, except ſtill our holy Siſters the Nuzzes. Not Ifaith quoth hee, 
ald Þ nor my Miſtreile nenther. Indeed, replies Poligny, if Iknew you had a Miſtrefle of that 
ya | complexion, I would adventure a glaſle of Claret to her health. When Bel/nile(out of a 
loe | phantaſtick French humour) attrmed he had a Miſtris, whoſe beauty was ſo excellent, 
ge | ashe knew hee could notreceive ſhame to name her; andif you pleaſe to honour her 
es) | felfe and mee with her health, I proclaime that Madamoyſele Laurieta is my Miltreſle, 
wile Þ and my {clfe her ſervant. 

he Of wiſe and Chriſtian Gentlemen, what prophane ſpeeches and deboſht table-talke 
ed Þ aretheſe they uſe heere, as if their glory conſiſted in their ſhame, or their beſt ver- 
of Þ tues were to bee diſcovered in the worlt of vices ? For howſoever the Viandsthey 
lit | did cat, may preſerve the health of their bodies, yet this difſolute communication 
"- | of theirs muſt needs poyfon and deſtroy that of their foules : for as they ſhould 
m- | praiſe God inthe receit of the one 3 ſo contrariwiſe they incenſe and difpleaſe his ſa- 
his # cred Majeſtie in giving him the other - yea, this 1s ſo farre from Chriſtianitie and 
the Þ heaven, asit 1s the high and true way to Atheiſme and hell : for whores and healths, 
le Þ inſtead of prayer and thankeſgiving, are the prodigious and certaine forerunners of 
te: # a ſeared conſcience.and the dangerous and execrable ſymptoms of aleprous ſoule. 

ic | Birds are taken by their feet, and men by their tongues. Bel/uile having ſo baſe- 
tl 8; and-ſottiſhly abuſed himſelfe in the diſparaging of his Miſtreſle ' Lan:7eta , Poligny 
ng Þ hath hiserrand, for which hee purpoſely came to Orerge. Sodinner ended, they ve- 
{off ry pleaſantly returne for Avignion. That night Poligny cannot (leepe for joy, or ra- 
ves Þ ther for revenge - For now hee preſumes to know how to worke himſelfe into Lax 
ti Þ rieta's favour, by unhorling Bel/xile. It 18 a diſhoneſt and baſe part to betray our friend, 
nd Þ and under the cloake of friendſhip and familiarity, to harbour and retaine malice a- 
lk: gainſt them :but this irregular and violent paſſion of love in young and unſtayed 
5 | judgments, many times beares downe all other reſpe&ts and conſiderations. For 
nd ifReligion and Conſcience bee contemned, what hope is there that either honeſty 
ed bee regarded, or friendſhip obſerved, ith it is the onely ciment and ſinewes there- 
tz of? But Poligny 15 as reſolute as malicious in his purpoſe; and therefore the next 
al Þ morne by his Lackey, ſends the Lady Lanrietathis Letter, 


n:| PoLIGNYtoLAVRIET A. 
i | FT is ont of ſpncere affeFion to thee, and not out of premeditated malice to Belluile, tht 
tf 11 preſume to ſignifi thee, how lately in my preſence at Orenge his tongue let full ſome words 
meÞ that tereded to the prejudice and diſparagement of thine honour © whereof I know it 3s not one 
ns} þ the part , but the dnty of a true Gentleman , to bee rather. curious in preſerving, then any 
tf way ingratefill in revealing thereof. Neither doe T attenipt to ſend thee this newes, thereby 
f toinſrnmate, or draw thee to affect mee the more, or him the leſſe © onely ſith it 3s contrary to my 
'Þ complexion andnature, to permit any Lady to bee wronged in my p reſence; how much l:ſſe thy 
ſtlfe, to whons Tnot owe my ſervice, but my life? Tf thou wilt not approve my zeale, yet thou haſt 
all the reaſon of the world te pardon my preſumption : and to make my letter reall : what my pert 
affirmes to Laurieta, »zy ſword is ready to confirme to Belluile. ' 


PoOLIGNY. 


' Inthe extremitie and exceſle of thoſe three different paſſions, oriefe, chollerand 
f| aſtoniſhment, Laxrieta receives and reads this Letter, andlike a diflolute Geatlewo- 
nan, 
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ſo much there is 


wan, being more carefull of her reputation to the world, then of her ſoule towarg; 
God,ſhee ah not whether ſhee have more cauſe and reaſon either to approve pg 
ligny's affeftion, or to condemne BeBniles folly : it grieves her to the heart to have be. 
ſtowed her fayours on ſo baſe and ingratefull a Gentleman as Belluife; vowes ſhee will 
make him repent it, and is reſolute, that this vanity and folly of his, ſhall coſt hin 
deare; yea, ſhee is ſo impatient in theſe her fumes of griefe and revenge, 'that ſhe 
thought once with all expedition to haue ſent for Bel/uile, tomake him as well ſeethe 
fruites of his owne ingratitude, astotaſte the effects of her revenge and indignation; 
but ſhee hoJdsit requiſite*and fir, and her ſe]lfe in a manner bound firſt to thanke 
Poligny for his courteſie, by returning him a Letterin anſwer of his, which ſhee ſpee- 
dily cif patcheth him by his owne Lackey,to this eftect - 


| LAVRIETAtoPOLIGNY. 


Know not whether thou haſt ſhewed mee a truer teſtimonie of thy diſcretion and affeFion, they 

Belluile of his envie aud folly. But as T reſt infinitely obliged to thee for thy care of my re 
putation 5 jo I reſolve ſhortly to make him know what hee deſerves in attempting to eclipſe and 
diſparage it. Now as Tgrieve not, ſo Imuſt comfeſe T cannot refraine from ſorrowine. at this hit 
undeſerved flaunder : for as mine innocencie defends me from the firſt, ſo my ſexe cannot ex- 
ent me from the {ome and looke what diſparity there is betwixt thy generoſity and his baſenes, 
| etwixt the whiteneſſe of my chaſtity and the fouleneſſe of his aſperſeon. Treſt ſo 
confident of the truth of thy Pen.,as Tdeſtre no confirmation of thy Sword and I flatter not, re 
ther aſſure my [elfe, that ſith Belluile was ſo Indiſcreet to wrong me, he will neither have the wit 
or courage to right vimſeſfe Treturne thee many hearty thankes for this kind office and curtej 
of thine 5 the which though I cannot requite, yet Twill not only indeaponr, but ſtrive to deſerve. 


LAVRIETA. 


VVhiles Poligny receives Layreta s Letter with much content, and many kiſſes, as 
triumphing to ſee how hee hath baffled Bel/aile by working him out, and conſequent- 
ly himſclfe into her favour, wee will for a while leave him, to conſider whether the 
end of his trechery to Be//xile will prove as fortunate and pleaſing to him, as the 
beginning promiſeth. And in the meane time we will alittle ſpeake of Lawrieta, to ſee 
vhat courſe and reſolution ſhee meanes to hold and obſerve with Be//wile. It is notes 
nough that ſhee bath written Pol;gny a Letter, but her envie and contempt towards 
Bellmile is fo implacable, as ſhee with much haſt and ſecrecie ſends for him: her re 
queſts to him are commands yea, hee needesno other {purres but thoſe of his luſt, 
and of her beauty, to make him rather fly, then poaſt to her preſence; when not ſo 
much as once dreaming of his former fooliſh ſpeeches delivered againſt his Miſtreſle 
Laurieta much lefle of Poligay's treaſon conſpired and ated againſt him, heethinkes 
to kiſle her, whome ſo often hee hath formerly kiſſed3 but his hopes and her diſdaine 
deceive him : for ſhee peremptorily ſlights him when having fier in her lookes, and 
thunder in her ſpeeches, ſhee chargeth be with this ſcandall delivered by him at 0- 
range, in preſence of Poligny, againſt her honour and chaſtity. And is this (quoth ſhee) 
the reward a Lady ſhall deſerve and receive by imparting her favours to a Gentleman? 
andis this the part ofa Gentleman, to erect the Trophees of his glory upon his Mi- 
ſtreſſe diſgrace ? are theſe the fruits of thy ſighs and teares, or the efte&s of thy 
requeſts, oaths, and Letters ? Yea, ſuch was then her furious rage, and devilliſh re- 
venge, as ſhee wasprovided of a Stilletto, to have there ſtab'd himto the heart in her 
Chamber, had not her Wayting mayd Lucilla, with her beſt oratory and perſwaſion, 
powerfully diverted her to thecontrary, by alledging her the eminencie of the dan- 
ger, which the foulenefſeand haynouſneſle of that Fac brought her into. Bellwile1s a- 
mazed at this newes, when now proving as prophane to God, as before hee was voſt 
and 
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and ingratefull to Liurieta,he,with many oaths and imprecations demtes theſe ſpeeches, 
and this flander; and with much paſſion proteſteth of his innocencie. But this will not 
Gatisfic Laurieta 5 for to make his ſhame the more notorious in his guiltineſle , ſhe pro- 
Juceth him Pol:gny's Letter 3 whereat Be//zile hangs the head, and ſeemesto let fall the 
plumes, not onely of his Pride, but of his courage and juſtification, yet he bitterly and 
vehemently perſevereth in his denyall : bur'all this is not capable toappeaſe or content 
Laxricta 3 and which is worſtof all , nothing can poſſibly doe it, except he make good 
her honour, and his owne innocencie, by a combate or Duell againſt Pol;gny. So Bel- 
kl: ſees himſelfe driven to a narrow and ſhrewd puſh : He hath wronged Laxrieta, 
and knowes not how toright her : Peligny hath wronged him, and there 15no way left 
for him to right himſelfe, but by challenging and fighting with Poligny. But he loyes 
Laxrictadearely, and therefore muſt reſolve to fight, or loſe her. Asfor his owne part» 
togive him his true charaQter and deſcription , hee israther a City \waggerer, thena 
Field ſouldier,loves rather to have a faire Sword,then a good one,and to weare it only 
for ſhew, not for uſe 3 he is ambitious of nothing more, then to be reputed rather then 
found valiant 3 Ina word , for a Taverne:quarrell,ora Stewes brawle he is excellent ; 
but to meet his enemy in the field with a naked Sword , rhat doth not onely daunt,but 
terrifie him. The greateſt comf6rvatid conſolation hee figdes in this his perplexity,is 
that he knowes hee hath many fellowes and companions, who are as white-liver'dan 
asvery cowards as himſetfe : of which numbers, he flattereth himſelfe with this poore 
baſe hope: that it is not impoſiible for Polzgny to bee one. But what is this to o1ve ſati(- 
fattion to Laurieta,except it may ſhew himſelfe to be Belluiſe, but not a Gentleman ? But 
alltheſe conſiderationsnotwithſtanding, hee loves Larieta ſo tenderly and dearely, as 
not daring ſee her, till hee had met Poligzy,hee pluckes up his ſpirits,and infuſing more 
mettle and courage into his reſolutions then accuſtomed, reſolves to fight with him: to 
which end, having at length fitted himſelfe of an excellent Rapier, whoſe temper (with 
asmuch truth as laughter) I confeſle was farre better then that of his heart, hee, by his 
Lackey ſome three dayes after, ſends Poligny this Challenge. 


BELLVILE to POLIGNY. 


Tz malice and treachery to mee is as odious as remarkeable 5 for whiles I ſought to cheriſh 
thy ſriendſhip,it hath purpoſely beene thy delight and ambition to betray mine,in t rowing 
the apple of diſcord betwixt the Lady theu woteſt ofs and my ſelfe, upon the point of. her honour 3 
forwhoſe defence and preſervation IT owe not onely my ſervice,but my life « which erraur,or rather 
crime of thine,though thy affeFion to her may ſeeme to allow,yet my reputation to the world can- 
not,and my Kapier will not-Therefore,ſith T have beene the undeſerved obje@ of thy malice. finds 
ituot ſtrange, that I juſt repute and hold thee the cauſe of my envie which can receine noother 
Jtifation or reconcilement. but that to morrow at five in the morne thou meet me without $e- 
conas, on: the Bridge by the iron ſtumpe (the limits'twixt the King and the Pope) with thy ſinele 
Rapier,where I wil attend thee with another: of which two take thou the choyce,c9+ eve me the re- 
ſyjal. Sleep not too much this nightfor in the morn Tdoubt not but toſend thee to thine eternal reſs 


BELLVILE: 


Pohieny receives this challenge,and admires to ſee Bellxzles reſolution,from which all 
former reports could never draw aſſurance; it is not feare that caſts his head into theſe 
doubts , or theſe doubts into his head: for hee 1s too generous to bee a daſtard.and too 
Eagle-bred to turn Cravensfor rejoycing in having made Beluile ſwallow a Gudgin,and 
tumphing in preſuming himlſelfe ſeated inthe throne of Layrieta's oe mnakn him 
asreſolute to receive this Challenge, as willing and ready to performe itz onely the re- 
membrance that Be{/zzle ſent it him by a Lackey, and not by a Gentleman, throwes him 
Into as much diſdaine as choller : but he reſembling himſelfe, paſleth over this reſpect 
without reſpect,and ſo bidsthe Lackey tell his Maſter,that he will not faile to mcet him 
atthe houre and place appointed. | 
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The night doth, or ſhould bring counſell : exile wiſheth his Challenge unſen; 
but it being out of his hands, it is out of his power to revoke. or recall it. Polignyis 
a contrary temper, andglad in his acceptance thereof, _— that his Sword were jn 
ation, as well as his courage in contemplation. So out-paſhng the night, which ze. 
wile paſſeth over with as much feare, as Poligny with generoſity , the Curtaines of the 
night being with-drawne, and the day appearing, ere five bave ſtrucken, Belzile ng 
withſtanding 1 firſt onthe Bridge, and Poligny immediately after him : they are with 
out Seconds, and therefore they briefely unbrace , butnot uncaſe their Double 
Bellyile will be valorousin words 3 and ſo according to his challenge, and the right 
Duells, offereth Poligny the ſight and choyce of his Rapier. Poligny 15 too brave tod 
in his debt, upon the point of honour and magnanimity, and therefore gives him higa 

- contented with the refuſall. So (courteſie for a while contending with valour) t 
both aſſume and accept of their owne Rapiers 3 when dividing themſelves, they joy 
with reſolution and fury. Art firſt comming up ,: Poligny gives Bellaile the firſt wound 
in hisright Shoulder, without receiving any , Go Ya. 4 is more affrighted then ps 
ligny rejoyced 3 at the ſecond , hee receives another wound in the left ſide, but is no 

et ſohappytoſee, oraſlure himſelfe, that his, Rapier hath once touched Poligy, 
ody, or which isleſle, his cloathes : whercupon,cagfidering Poligny's generoſity, and 
comparing the, bad grounds of his quarrell with-ahe faintnefle and baſeneſle of hi 
courage, Nee throwes off his Sword, prayes Polieny todeſiſt 3 for hee holds himſelf 
ſatisfyed. When Poligny diſdaining to taint his honour with the leaft ſhaddow 
diſhonour, in receiving Belluiles ſhame , gives him the happineſle and fruition ofhs 
hfe : and ſothey part. Lo here the firſt fruits of their fooliſh and laſcivious affets 
onsto'Laxrieta : butT feare the ſecond will prove more bitter and bloudy. Bellnzle gai 
home with his ſhame and repentance, and Poligny with his honourand glory,they h 
themſelves up in ſilence, Pol. gnyat his Chamber, and Bellxile at his Chirurgions houſet 
dreſſe his wounds, hoping that as they in their fight ſaw no body, ſo that none had ſeen 
them 5 butthey are deceived : fortwo Souldiers from the Caſtle walls not onely eſpy 
them fighting , but know them. So they divulge itin the City, whereof Laxrieta being 
advertiſed, ſhee ſends a confident Gentleman,a colin xermane of hers,to finde out Be 
liile and to know the truth and iflue of his combate;but indeed his cowardiſe hath pur- 
chaſed him ſo much ſhame, as hee will not bee ſeene, much lefle ſpoken withall : which 
Laxrieta anderſtanding, beginnes to conceive that the two Souldiers report was true, 
and that undoubtedly hee and Poligny had met and fought in her behalfe : whereupon 
gheſſing atthe truth, that Polzgxy had given Be//uile the foyle,ſhee was once of opinionto 
have written to Poligny, to bee informed of the particulars and ſucceſle of their combat, 
which ſomuch.imported as well her honour as her content. But Poligny's affection pre 
vents her curioſity : for as ſhee was calling for pen and paper, hee in perſon aſcends the 
{tayresto her Chamber, where,atter a complementall ms courteous ſalute, he informes 
her (as we have formerly underſtood) that hee hath given Be/uile two wounds for hey 
ſake, and now his life for his owne. Shee demands if he himſelfe were not hurt; he aw 
ſwers,No.Atboth which good newes ſhe infinitely rejoyceth,and.in token of her thank- 
fulneſſe permits him to gather many kiſſes, as well from the roſes of her cheekes, as the 
cherries of her lips:and ſo from thenceforth he vowes to be her profeſſed ſervant ; and 
ſhe promiſeth him to be,though not his Miſtreſſe, yet at leaſt his friend. And here they 
unite and combine their affections: but that contra&t, and this familiarity,” written onely 
in vice,and ſealed in luſt, wee ſhall ſhortly ſee cancelled and annihilated, with as much 
pitty,as infamy and miſery,as the ſequell of this Hiſtory will ſhew and demonſtrate. 
Whiles thus Lanrieta and Poligny are truumphing in Be/lxiles foyle, and their ow: 


familiarity and affetion, how is it poſlible but he mult infinitely grieve for his loſſe of 


Lanrieta, and laPalaiſfereasmuch ſorrow to ſee her ſelfe deprived and out of hopeo 
her Poligny? But they brooke their afflictions and paſſions with variable reſolutions; for 


whiles /a Palaiſtere is 1mbathing her ſelfe in her teares and diſcontents, Bel/xile is reſolute 
to 


eat © 
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to quench his revenge in Po/igny's blood. For forgetting as well his God as his ſoule,his 
honour as himſelfe,he intends to doeit by the by , and not by the maine,by execrable 
treachery,not by magnanimoas generoſity; yea,the divell is ſo ſtrong with his faith, be- 
cauſe that is ſo weake with his Saviour and Redeemer, as ſhutting the doores of his hu- 
manity and charity, he opens them to Choller, Revenge, and Murther; yea,and hence- 
forth he is ſo inraged,and his lookes are ſo galtly and diſtracted,as if his thoughts were 
conducting & incouraging his hands to perpetrate ſome bloud y ſtratagem & deſigne: 
which is obſcrved and doubted by his chiefeſt familiarsand intimate friends,as alſo by 
hi Palaiſtere , whole company hee ſometimes frequents, not ſo much out of affe&ion to 
her, as for conſolation from her to himſelfe, fith wee are ſubject both to hope and be- 
lieve that our afthicF1ons are partly eaſed and diminiſhed by the ſight and relation of 
that of others,as fimpathizing a participating with them3 firſt in their flames of love, 
then of griefe and forrow, in being diſdained of thoſe we love. Neither could Bel/nile 
ſo cunningly or cloſely rake up the fiery ſparkes of his malice and revenge, under the 
embers of ſilence and ſecrecie, but her afteCtion to Poljgxy, and jealoulie of his gocd, 
wade her ſotender-ear'd,and ſharpe-ſighted,as ſhe over-heard ſome words that either 
njeſt or earneſt fell from Bel/niles tongue, whereby 1t was apparent to her, that hee in- 
tended no good, but pretended a ſecret fatall malice to him, which a little time might 
tootoo ſoone and unexpectedly diſcover : whereupon her love to Poligny was ſodeare 
and honourable,although he were ſo firmely intangled in the beauty of Lanrieta,as hee 
wold not vouchſate, rather diſdained to love her ſelf that ſhe thought the diſcoveryof 
Bellwiles malice to Polzeny,ſo much imported Polieny's good, as ſhe held her ſe!fe bound. 
as well in duty as affeCtion,to reveale and relate it himzwhich ſhedoth in this Letter : 


LA PALAISIERE to POLIGNY. 


0 teſt ifie thee now the conſtancie of my affe@ion with inke , as I have formerly done the fep- 

wvencie thereof with teares , know, thou haſt ſome cauſe to feare, and Ito doubt,that Belluile 
bath ſome dangerous project , or blondy deſigne 10 pat in execution, againſt his houeur, and thy 
lijezand as T revealc it thee out of my care, ſo looke thou prevent it ont of thine owne diſcretion, 
left be bereave thee of thy life , as thou haſt done him of his Taurieta,zf thou ſtight this my ad- 
vice,as thou haſt a!ready my affeion:yet as Tremaine witneſſe of the purity of the laſt.ſo ni that 
lines beare teſtimonie to the world of the candonr and ſtncer:tie - the firse. Neither doe I prefinine 
toſend them thee ont of any irregular ambition,to purcha'e the hononr of thy favour,but only to 
kt thee know that my affeftion is both powerfull and capable to ſhine thorow the cloudtes af thy 
diſdaine,and that the obſcurity of that neither hath defaced the Inſtre, nor can eclipſe the reſplex- 
dencie of this. Regard therefore thine owne ſafety,albeit thou wilt not reſþe& my content,azd al- 
though thou pleaſe not give me the honour to be thy Miſt rej e, yet Twill take the ambition and res 
ſolution to live and dye thine hand-mayd. 0 

I.a PALAISIE EF. 


Poligny breaking up the ſeales of this Letter, laughes to ſee /aPalaiſeres affeCtion,and 
tounderſtand Bel/xiles malice 3; and being beſotted with Larrieta,hee loſt both his wit 
and judgement in the ſight and contemplation of her beauty, yea he is growne fo fond 
n his aftection,and reſpect towards heras he is arrived to the Meridian of this fimplici- 
ty,todeem it a kinde of treaſon to conceale any ſecret from her:to which end, he ſhews 
her x Palaiſteres Letter , which hee makes his paſtime, and ſhee herMaygamesyea,fq 
vane is her folly, and ſo fooliſh her vanity, to ſee the paſſages and events of theſe their 
paſſions, as ſhe not onely exceeds the decornm of diſcreciontl of modeſty inhet Jatioh5 
ter:and which is more,when ſhe againe conſidereth how Be/lile loves her felfe;and riot 
ſhe him, la Palaiſiere Polijeny,and not he her, it makes herredouble her mirth and exhi- 
laration in ſuch ſort,as thee ſeemes to burſt with the violence & exceſle thereof;but this 
mth of hers ſhall bee ſhortly wayted and attended on with miſery and mourning. 
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But Poligny notwithſtanding ſees him ſelfe doubly obliged to li Palaiſzere,as well for her 
atteCticn to him, as bercare of him.and ſo holds himſelfe obliged inceither of theſe re. 
ſpedcts and conſiderations, to requite her witha Letter : the which now unknownety 
Lau ieta,he writes,and (ends her to this effect: 


POLIGNY to LAPALAISIERE. 


T is not the leaſt of my joyes, that Belluile cannot beare mee ſo much malice, as thou doſt af. 
3 fedion. Tis true, I have not deſerved thy love , tis more true, I have not merited his hatred: 
for that proceeds from heaven , as a divine influence, this from hell, as an infernall frenzie. 
will not feede thee with hope , neither can hee give mee deſpaire : for (xt to diſſemble) it js a 
lckely T my lou thee, as impoſſible T ſhall feare him: he may have the will to doe me hurt, Twiſhit | | 
were in my power to doe thee goods neither can he be more maliciows to performe me that,then | 
will be ambitious to confirme thee this © his malice F entertaine with much contempt, thy king: 
advice and ſincere affett ion with infinite thankes : for when Teonſider thy Letter,T cannot right- 
ly expreſſe or define , whether he beginne to hate me, or Itolove thee more. F doubt not but ty 
make his deedes proove words to mee , and Ibeſeech thee feare not but my wordes ſhall prov 
deedes to thee © for Tam as confident ſhortly to ſalute faire la Palailtere, as careleſſe when I met 
foolſh; Belluile. | POLIGNY. | 


Having thus diſpeeded her his Letter,the vanity of histhoughts,and the beaſtlineſſe 
of his concupiſcence and ſenſuality , not onely ſurpriſeth his reaſon, but captivares his 
judgement 3 ſoas Lavrieta's light defacing Bel/uiles memory, hee thinkes ſo muchan 
her atfeCtion , as hee reſpects not his malice : but this Vice and that errour ſhall coſt 
him deare. For whiles hee is feaſting hiseyes on the daynties and rarities of Lawrieta' 
beauty , Beluiles heart hath agreed with the divell to prepare him a bloudy Banquet ; 
Grace cannot containe him within her limits 3 therefore Impiety dallies ſo long with 
him, and he with Impiety, that at laſt this bloudy ſentence is paſt in the court of his hel 
lifh reſolutions, That Poligry muſt dye. The divellsaffiſtance 1snever wanting in ſuch 
infernall ſtratagems : for this is an infallible maxime, as remarkeable as ruinous, That 
he alwayes makes us fertile, not barren to doe evill, never to doe good. At firſt Belk 
thinkes on poyſon or Piſtoll to diſpatch Pol;gny : but hee findes the firſt too difficult to 
attempts the ſecond, too publike to performe. Sometimes he is of opinion toaſcend his ſſ 
Chamber, and murther him in his bedzth<n to ſhoot him out at a window ashe paſleth | þ 
the ſtreet : but toconclude , underſtanding that hee often comes very late in the night || |; 
from Laxrieta,he thinkes it beſt to run him thorow with his Rapier, as hee 1{ſueth forth Þ © 
her houſe. And tomake ſhort, hereon he reſolves. F 
+ Now to put the better colour on hievillany, hee retires himſelfe from Avignion, | þ; 
and lives privately ſome fixe dayes in Orerge, giving it out , that hee was gone tothe || 
City of Aix in Provence, where , at that famous court of Parliament he had a Proceſle || | 
fora titleof Land, ſhortly to be adjudged 3 and fo ina darke night, taking none but |} 6 
his Lackey with him, he being diſguiſed,in favour of money, paſleth the gate of 4vigni- | © 
2, andgiving his horſe to his Lackey, being ſecretly informed that Poligny was with &| yi 
Lawrieta, hee goes direCtly to her doore, and thereat the corner of alittle ſtreet ſtands | 1 
with his Rapier drawne under his cloake, witha revenging and greedy deſire of bloud || ty 
to awayt Poligny's comming forth. The Clocke ſtriking one, the doore is opened, and | yy, 
Poligny ſecretly iflueth forth without candle , having purpoſely ſent away his Lac- | 
key, who had then unwittingly carried away his Maſters Rapier with him. Hee isno || oc 
ſooner in the ſtreet , but Be//aile, as a murtherous villaine, ruſheth forth, and ſo likea || th 
Iimbe of the Divell, ſheathes his Rapier in his breſt ; when Pol;gny more hurt then || þl, 
amazed, and wanting his Sword,but not courage, indeavouteth by {truggling toclole || gi, 
with his aſlaſſinate ; and ſo cries out for aſliſtance : burtthe dead of the aloha Gvouredh 

his butcherly.attempt , when withdrawing his Sword, hee redoubleth his cruelty, and q 


ſoagaine runnes him inat the ſmall of the belly , thorow the remes, whereat _ _ 
& | ent 
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ſently falls downe dead to his feete , having the power to groane and cry , but notto 
utter a word. Which Be//xileeſpying, and knowing him difatche, runnes to his hofſe, 
which his Lackey held ready at the corner of the next ſtreete, and ſo rides tothe ſame 
oate hee entred, which was kept ready for him 3 which paſling, he with all expedition 
drives away for Orerge : from whence, the next morne before day, he takes poaſt for 
fix, the better to conceale and o're-vaile this damnable Murther of his. But this poli- 


cie of his ſhall deceive his hopes,and returne him a fatall reward and intereſt. For 11- 


though he can bleere the eyesof men, - hee neither can,nor ſhall thoſe of God,who 
in his due time will our of his ſacred juſtice repay and puniſh him with confuſfon. 

By this time the ſtreete and neighbours have taken the allarum of this tragicall acci- 
dent : ſo Candlesand Torches com: from m__ where, only Laxrieta having played 
the Whore before, will ſeeme now (though falſely)to play the honeſt warkias. + ſhe, 
to cover her ſhame, will not diſcover that her ſelfe or any of her houſe are ſtirring : 
and ſo although ſhee underſtood thisnewes, and privately and bitterly wept thereat, 
yet ſhee keepes faſt her doores and like an ingratefull ſtrumpet, will permie none of 
her ſcrvants fora long time to deſcend. The:Criminall Judge and Preſident of the City 
advertiſed of this Murther. The dead Gentleman is kzowneto be Monſieur Poligny, 
2nd being beloved, he is exceedingly bewayled ofall who knew him, and inquiry and 
ſearch 1s made of all (ides, and the uy Criminall ſhewes himſelfe wiſe, becauſe 
honeſt and curious, becauſe wile in the perquiſition of this bloody Murther : but as yet 
time will not,or rather God, who is the Creator and giver of time,is not as yet pleaſed 
tobring it tolightzonly Laurieta knew,and la Palaſiere ſuſpected, and all thoſe who were 
ofthe counſell of the one,or the acquaintance of the other, do likewiſe both feare and 
ſuſpe&t, that onely Bel/nile was the bloody and execrable author thereof; but toreport 
or divulge ſo much, although they dare,they will not. 

# As for /a Palaffere,her thoughts are taken up and preoccupated with two ſeverall paf- 
fions:for as ſhe grieves at Poligny's death, ſo ſhe rejoyceth'thit ſhe hath no hand,nor was 
any way acceſlary to his Marther 3 rather,thatif hee had ſayled by the compaſle of her 
advice, he had undoubtedly avoyded the ſhipwrackeofthislife, and prevented the mis- 
fortune of his death; what to thinke of Bele ſheiknowes not, but if he were her friend 
before; hee hathnow made and proclaimed himſelfe her enemy,by killing her deare 
and onely friend Poligny : and therefore is reſolved; that as ſhee could never perfettly 
brooke his company,to now this bloudy fact (ball make her deteſt both it and him. Bur 
letus a little leave her,and deſcend to ſpeake of Lawrieta, ito ſee how ſhee'brookes the 
murther of her intimate friend Poljgry : for (ith ſheaſſuredly knowesand belieyes that 
this cruell Murther.was cm by no other, but by her-profeſſed enemy Be/uile, or 
by ſome of his bloody agents,love and revenge conſpire to aft twedifferent Scenes up- 
onthe Theatre of her heart:for in memory and deepeaffeCtion to her Polizy,her pears, 
ſd teares and mournfull ſighes infinitely deploreand bewayle his diſaſtrous end; ſoas 
forrow withering the roſes of her cheekes;and griete making her caſt off hergſittering, 
totake on mournefull attire,ſhe could not refraine trom giving all 4572ioznotice how 
pleaſing Po/reny's life was toher, by the:exceſle of her lamentations and affiGionsde- 
monſtrated for hisdeathzor if her {ighes:found any conſolation, orherteares recefſe or 
tuce, it was adminiſtred her by her revenge, whith ſhee conceived and intended to-! 
wards Beluile, for this his bloudy fat. So asconfulting'with Choller,not with Reaſon, 
with Nature,not with Grace,with Satan;not with God;ſhe'vowes tg be m——_ reven- + . 
ged of him, and to make him paydeare for this hisbafe and treacherous Murthers yea, 
the fumesand fury of her revenge are ſo implacable,and tranſporther refolutions to fd. 
bloudy.animpetuoſitie,that reſembling her ſexe and'{e]fe, ſhe inhumaniely and'(acrile-. 
giouſ]y darts forth an oath , which her heart ſendsro her foule', and herſoule from” 
Earth to Hell, thatif the meanes find not her,ſhe will infallibly find out the meanes to 
quench & dry up her tears for Polygnie'sdeath,in the bloud of Bel/xile:which,fith ſhe is 
odevoid of reaſon,religion,& grace,l feare we ſhal ſhortly-ſce herattempt 8 _—_ 
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But leaving her-m Avignon, let us finde out Be/xile in Aix, who is a Gentleman o pre. 

hane imhisJife, and deboſht in his ations and converſations, as in ſtead of repeming 
= triumphe atthis his Murther 3 yea, hee is become ſo impious and impudent, as hee 
grieves not thereat,.but.onely that he had not ſooner diſpatched his rivall Poligny : but 
the better todelude the world , that neither his hand or ſword were guilty in ſending 
Poligny from this world ina bloudy winding ſheet, his thoughts like io many hound; 
| purifang aus copicience, and his conſcience his ſoule, hee thinkes himielfe not ſafe in 
Atrx., wherethe ſharpe-{ighted- Preſidents, and Counſellours of that 11luſtrious $+ 
nate of Parliament might at laſt accuſe and find him out for the Authour of this bloy- 
dy. Murther, andtherefore leaves both it and Province, and fo rides to the City of 
Lyons , accampanyed: withnone but his two Lackeyes,who, to write the truth , adted 
no-part in Po/;gy s mournfull Tragedyzneither doth he yet thinke himſelfe ſafe there: 
but within a moneth afterthe Murther, thinking direQly and ſecurely to flye from the 
eyes and handsof juſtice,. thereby toavoyd the ſtorme of his puniſhment, hee againe 
takes horſe for that great City and Forreſt Paris, where hee hoped the infinitenumbe 
of People, Streets,Coachesand Horſes would not only ſecure his feare, but prevent his 
danger.and thathere,as ina ſecure Saufuary & ſafe harbour,he might quietly rideat 
anchor in all peace and tranquillity: but (as before) the time is not yet come of his pw 
riſhment 5 tor it may bee, God, out of his inſcrutable will and Divine providence, 
will, when hee beſt pleaſeth, returne him from whence hee came, and by ſome extty 
ordinary accident make him there feele the fouleneſle of hjs fa&tin the ſharpneſiein 
ſuddenneſle of his puniſhment 5 which, asa fierce guſt and bitter ſtorme , ſhall then 
ſurpriſe him, when hee leaſt ſuſpects or dreames thereof. But in this interizz of hisre- 


« fidence , hee forgets his new factof Murther, to remember his old ſinties of Concup- 


ſcenceand Whoredome : and ſorather like alaſcivious Courtier, then a civill morall 
Chriſtian, Hee cannot ſee the Church for the Stewes, northe Preachers or Prieſtsfor 
Panders and Strumpets.  Byt»this vanity of his ſhall coſt himdeare, and hee ſhall bee fo 
miſerable to teele the puniſhment, fith hee willnot be ſo happy to ſeeke the meanesto 
avoyd it : far now ſixe moneths having exhauſted and diflipated the greateſt part of 
his gold,and. bis credit comming ſhort of his hopes, it ſeemsthe aire of Paris is diſflea- 
ſiog to him, fith hee cannot beagreeable toit z and therefore (neceſlity giving a law to 
the vanity of his defires)hee beginnes to loath the Ile of France,to love the Province of 
Provence, and to leave'Parzs to ſee [4pignion. And now it is, that the divell, that ſubtile 
and fatall ſeducer,ſteps.in,and at ene time bewitching both his reaſon and judgement, 

reſents him-a freſh with the freſbneſſe and delicacie of Lavrieta's beauty, which ſoin- 
kindleth and revives the ſparks of hisaffeQion,that lay raked upin the aſhes of ſilence, 


_ as hevowes there isno beauty tohers-3 and if hee chance eſpie any faire Ladies, either 


at.Court, orin the OpRe cs” afitmeth, and infinitely proteſteth, they come far 
ſhort of his Zawrieta'r delicacie,perfeQtion,and graces ſoashis purſe tyrannizing o're his 
ambition, Sa paneupiieencn ore his judgement, he not ſo much as once dreaming 
of the implacable hatred ſhee formerly/bore-him, and thinking it impoſlible for herto 
conceive, much Ileſle to know that he murthered Poligny, he is conſtant and reſoluteto 
reſeeke the felicity to live in her. fayour and affteQion, or to dy in the purſute thereof; 
but that will proye asiwpoſible, as this apparent and feaſable; 'So as abſence adding 
fire to hisJuſt, andexcellencie to her beauty; he is reſolute to-ſend one of his Lackeyes 
to Avign70%.5 partly toreturne' with money,and ſo tomeet him at Lyore, Moulrns, Or 
Newers 3 butmore eſpecially, :1o-great ſecreceto deliver aLetterto his faire and ſweet 
Lavricta, and tohring;him backe her anſwer; as if hee were ſtill at Parjs, and not in his 
journey. downewards- \. W henmeaning as yet to conceale his Murther of Poligny, hee' 
calling far pen and. papet;tracethrhet thereon theſe lines > | 
| 9 FO 1. BBLLVILE-to.LAVRIETA: ; » + | 

F Poligny had but the thonſundthpart as traehy reſpeFet mee, as 1 dearely loved thee , this 
© badlft not ſo ſoone caſt me out of thy favour, ner God ſo ſuddenly him ont of this world: but J 


know | 
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| tnow not whether mare to bewayle my unfortunacie occaſioned by thy cruelty,” or his miſery in- 


endred through his owne tyeachery. And indeed,as Tgrieve af that fo F ſorrow at this 5, for al- 
though hee dyed mine enemy , yet in deſtight of his malice and death; Twill live his friends and 
ifthou lov: aſt him, as Tthinke thou diaft, Twiſh I might fight with his Murtherer for his owne 


ſake, and kill hizs for thiwe. I may ſay thy affeFion and beauty deſerved hjs better, though dare 


not affirme,T am reſerved to bee made happy in injoyine-of either , meh leſſe of both, andleaft 

of all, of thy ſelfe 5 andyet I mmſt confeſſe, that if our births and qualities were hnowne, 7 ſhould 
goe as neere to be thy equall, as hee infinitely came ſhort of being mine. What or what not, Thave 

performed for thy ſake, is beſt knowne to my ſelje, ſeth thou diſdayneſt to know it: but if thou wilt 

pleaſe to abandon thy diſtaine,then my affect ion and the truth will informe thee, that T hawe ever 

conſtantly reſolved to dye thy Servant, thongh thou have (worne never to live my Miſtreſſe. $0 

that comld T but as happily regain thy affe&tion and favour, as Thave unjuſtly and unfortunately 
loſt it , Bellutle wonld quickely forſake Paris to ſee Avignion, ad abandox all the beanties of 
the world,to continue his homage and ſervice to that of his onely faire and ſiveet Laurieta,” 


BELLVILE. 


With this his Letter hee ſends a Diamond Ring from his finger, and ſo diſpatcheth 
his Lackey, who 1s not long before hee arrive at 4vignion, where very ſecretly hee de- 
livers Larieta his Maſters Token and Letter , and treacherous fury as ſhee is, ſhee kiſ- 
ſth both, and breaking offthe Seales,readesthe contents, whereatſhe infinitely ſeems 
torejoyce , and ſoqueſtioneth withthe Lackey about his Maſters returne ; who bein 
taught his Leſion, told her that that depended on her pleaſure , - fith hers was his 
withall prayes her for an anſiyer; forthat two dayes hence hee was againe to returne 
tohis Maſter for Paris : the which ſhee promiſeth. The Lackey gone,ſhee cannot re- 
fraine from laughing, yea, ſhe leaps for joy,-toſee how Be{/nile is againe ſo beſotted,to 
throw himſelfe into her favour and mercy,and to obſerve how willing and forward he 
was to runne hoodwink'd to his untimely deathand deſtruQion : for the Divell hath 
fortifyed her in her former bloudy reſolution 3 ſv that hap what will, ſhee vowes ſhee 
will not faile to kill Be/zile, becauſe he had {Jaine her Poligny, and alreadyſhe wiſheth 
him in Avignon, that ſhe might ſee an end to this her wiſhed and deſired Fragedy.” In 
the meane time ſhe prepares her hypocriticall and treacherous Letter, and a rich Wat- 
chet Scarfe imbroydered with flames of {]ver.So his Lackey repayrethto her,to whom 
ſhe delivercth both , with remembrance of her beſt love to his Maſter, and that ſhee 
hoped ſhortly to ſee him in Avignion.T he Lackey being provided of his Maſters Gold, 
and this Scarfe and Letter.trips away ſpeedily for Lyozs, where he findes his Maſter pri- 
vatly huſhtup in a friends houſe, expecting his returne; he is glad of his gwne gold,but 
more of Layrieta's Letter,when thinking-every minute a yeare before he had read it,he 
baſtily breaking offthe feales,findes theſe lines therein contained : 


LAVAKIETA to BELLVILE«: 


A $T acknowledge Tloved Poligny,' ſo I confeſſe I never hated thee 3 and if his treacherous 
'\ 1nſpruation were too prevalent with my credulity, Tbeſezch thee attribute it to my indiſcre- 
tion,as being = woman,and not to my inconftancie, as being thy friend: for if he dyed thine ene- 
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. At the reading of this her Letter hee is beyond himſelfe, yea beyond the Moone 
for joy 3 ſo as hee wiſbeth nothing ſomuch, as himſelfe ingher armes, or ſhee in his, 
So hee fits himſelfe with a couple of good horſes, puts hisLackeyes into new Sutes, 
and knowing thattime and his abſence had waſhed away the remembrance of Polig. 


2y's murther, hee ſpeeds away for Avignion; where the firſt night of his arrivall he pri 


vately viſiteth Laxrieta,. 'twixt whom there 1s nothing but kifles and imbracings 3 yea 
ſhee ſotreacherouſly and ſweetly lulles him aſleepe with the Syrenz melody of her de- 
ceiptfull ſpeeches, as ſhe prayes him to viſit her often,and that alittle time ſhall crowne 
him with the fruits of his deſire : ſo for that night they part. The next day he repayre 
to heragaine, when amidſt the confluence of many millions of kiſſes, ſhee prayes and 
conjures him to diſcover her what he hath done for her ſake 3 when hee tying herby 
oath to ſecrecie, and ſhe op it, herelatesher that it was himſelfe, that in affeQion 
to her had (laine Poligny, as he iflued forth her lodging : when having wreſted and ex- 
torted this myſtery from him, it confirmes her malice, and haſtneth on her reſolution 
of his death , which his laſcivious thoughts have neither the grace to foreſee, nor the 
reaſon toprevent : ſhee eſpyes he hath ſtill a Piſtoll with him , and deſires to knoy 
why hee beares it : who anſwereth ker, it is to defend himſelfe from hisenemies, and 
that hee willnever goe without it. Soagaine they fall to their kiſſes, and he to his re- 
queſts of a further and ſweeter favourof her 5 which ſhe for that time againe denyes 
him, adding withall, thatif hee will come to herafter dinner to morrow, ſhee will 
diſpoſe of matters, as his pleaſure ſhall be hers, and ſhe will not be her owne, but his, 
So being ſurprized and raviſhed with the extaſie ofa thouſand ſweete approaching 

leaſures, hee returnesto his Chamber, and ſhee to her malice : where whiles he gluts 
Fimſelfe with his hope of delight, ſhee doth no lefſe with her deſire of revenge. And 
now ruminating on the manner ofhis death, ſhee thinkes nothing ſo fit or ealie to dif- 
patch him, as is owne Piſtoll, and fothinking ſhee ſhould need her Wayting-mayd 
Lucilla's aſliſtance (of whom this our Hiſtory hath formerly made mention) ſhes ac- 
quaints her with her purpoſe, the next day to murther Bellyile in her Chamber ; and fo 
with the lure of gold , and many faire promiſes, drawes her to conſent hereunto, and 
injoynes her to be provided ofa good Ponyard under her gowne for the ſame purpoſe, 
if need ſhould require; which Lxca{/a promiſeth. . Now this night, as Be//x;/e could not 
ſleepe forjoy, ſo could not Layrieta for revenge ; who is ſo weighed downe to malice 
and murther.,as ſhee wiſheth the houre come for her to reduce her divelliſh contempla- 
tion into bloody aCtion. :-- Butthis houre ſhall come too ſoone for them both : foras 
Lovers are impatient of delayes, ſo Be{xile hath no ſooner dined, but taking his horſe 
and two Lackeyes, hee ſayes he will take the aire of the fields that afternoone, but will 
Arſt call inand ſee his Miſtreſle Lawrieta. So hee alights at her doore, and without the 
leaſt feare of danger or apprehenſion of death, very joyfully aſcends Lavrieta's cham- 
ber 5 who, diſlembling wretch as ſhe is, very kindly meets and receives him : and the 
better to ſmother and diſlemble her murtherous intent,is not onely prodigall in taking 
but in giving him kifles. Be{nile, like a diſfolute and laſcivious Gentleman, whiſpers 
Lawrieta 1n hereare, that hee is come to receive the fruits of his hopes, and of her pro- 
miſe and courteſie:whenconſidering that his horſe and two Lackyes were at doore, ſhe 
returnes him this in hiseare,that ſhe is wholly his, .and that it is out of her power to de- 
ny or refuſe himany thing, onely ſhe prayes him to ſend away his Lackeyes , becauſe 


their familiarity needed no witneſles.. Fhus whiles hee calls them up ,.to bid them | 
carry away. his horſe to the gate that leades to. Marſeilles, and there to awayt his | 


comming , Laxrieta ſteps toher Wayting-mayd Lxcil/a, and bids her make ready her 
Ponyard, and ſtand cloſe to her : fornow (quoth ſhe) the houre is come that I will bee 
931 es of Bel/nile for my Poligny's death ; the. which ſhee had no ſooner ſpoken, but 
Bellnile returnes toher 3. when redoubling his kiſſes; hee little, or rather not at all fea- 
ring he was ſo neeredeath,or death him, being ready to retire himſelfe to a withdraw 
ing Chamber, which Laxrieta treacherouſly informed him ſhe had purpoſely provides 
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for him, hee takes his Piſtoll, and layesit on the Table of rhe outer Chamber, where- 
in they then were which ſhee eſpying , as the inſtrument ſhee infinitely deſired to fin- 
& || ger, takes itin her hand, and prayes him ito ſhew her how to ſhoote it off:{o taking it 
5. | from her, hee told her, if ſhee pleaſed, hee would diſcharge it before her, for herſake. 
'\ Þ Why(quoth hee) is it charg'd ? Yea, replies Be/azle, with a lingle bullet. - Nay then 
(quoth L2#rieta) put in one bullet more, and if you can eſpye any Crow out of the 


{ 

i window , either on the houſe or Church top, if it pleaſe you, I will play the man,and 
ne | ſhootet it for your ſake: When poore Be/uzle, defirous to pleaſe her in any thing,looks 
es | out the window, and eſpies two Crowes on the Crofle of the Auguſtine Fryers Church, 
1d | which hee very joytully relates Lawrieta 3 and ſo at her requeſtclapsin a ſecond bullet 


by | more : for (quoth ſhe) 1f I ſtrike not both, I will be ſure to pay one; and fo prayes him 
toleane outat window , to ſee howneare ſhee could featherthem : which (miſerable _ 


n Gentleman) hee performing, the Piſtoll being bent, ſhee behind him diſchargeth it d 
mn | flyin his own reines. Whereat he amazedly ſtaggering,Lxcilla leconding her bloo- 


ie Þ dyMiſtreſle , ſtepsto him , and with her Ponyard gives him five or ſixe wounds tho- 
row the body 3 ſo as without ſpeaking or groaning, he falls dead at their feet. Where- 
d © at Lavrietatriumphing and leaping for joy, uttereth theſe bloudy and prophane ſpee- 
ches: O Poljgny, whiles thou art in heaven, thus have I done in earth for thy ſake, and 
es © inrevenge of thy cruel] death ! Which having performed, they more cruelly then cru- 
fb Þ elty her ſ{clte, drag his breathlefle carkaſle, recking in his bloud, downe the ſtayres, in- 
to a low obſcure Cellar, where making a ſhallow grave, they there bury him in his 
clothes, and ſo pile up a great quantity of Billets on him 3 as if that wooden monu- 
ment had power to conceale their Murther , and his body from the eyes and ſuſpicion 
of all the world. Good God ! what divells incarnate, and infernall Furies are theſe, 
thus to imbrue their hands in the bloud of this Gentleman ? Butas cloſe as they a& - 
and contrive this their bloudy and inhumane Murther on earth , yet heaven will both 
deteft and revenge it : for when they leaſt dreame thereof>Gods wrath and vengeance 
will ſurpriſ= them , to their utter confulion and deſtruction, and it may be ſooner then 
they are aware of. | | 
& Forthe twoLackeyes having ſtayed at the City gate with thetr Maſters horſe till 
night, they returne and ſceke him at Laxrieta's houſe, where they left him 5 Lawrietains: 
formes them hee ſtayed not an houre after them , and ſince ſhee faw himnot 5 which. 
newez doth infinitely aftflit and vexe them. Bur they returne to his lodging, and like 
dutifull and faithfull ſervants, betwixt hope and feare, awaythisreturne that night,. 
andalithe next day 3 but in vaine. And now they beginne to bee amazed at his long ' 
and unaccuſtomed abſence,and foconſult this importantbuſineſle to ſome Gentlemen, 
their Maſters confident and intimate friends ; who together with them repayreto 
Leyrieta's houſe, and againe and againe demand her for Mounſiexr de Bel/uile : but they 
finde her conſtant in her firſtanſ{wer; and yet guided by the finger and providence of 
God, they bewray a kinde of perturbation in herlookes, and diſcover ſome diſtracti- 
on and extravagancie in her ſpeeches : whereupon calling to their mindes her former 
diſcourtefie to him for Poligny's fake, and his fighting with him on the Bridge for hers, 
| walfothis ſudden and violent ſuſpected murther of him,they ſuſpect and feare there is | 
- | wore 1n the winde then as yet they know; and ſoacquaint the CrimnallIndges here- 
| with, whoas wiſe Senatours, having ſeverally examined both her and her Mayd Lz- 
| cila, and Belluiles Lackeyes , they conclude to impriſon Laxrieta 3 which 1s inſtantly 
| performed : whereat ſhee is extreamly amazed and terrifyed ; but howſcever,ſhe is re< 
ſolute to :lenyall , and conſtant to ſtand upon her juſtification and innocencie. So her 
Iudges adjudge her to the torments of the Racke; which (witha maſculine,yea, with a 
heJl;(h fortitude) ſhee indureth, without revealing the leaſt ſhaddow., either of feare or 
guiltineſle ; but they detaine her ſtill priſoner, and hope that God will make time diſ- 
cover the murther of Bezile 3 for eight dayes being now pal, they are become con- 


kident that hee is not inthis wotld, but in another. In the meane time her. bloudy - 
Wayting= 
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Wayting-mayd Zxc:Yahath continual recourſe to her Lady Larieta in priſon, where || |: 
like 1imptous & prophane wretches,they interchangeably ſweare ſecrefie each toother, | ©: 
ſith on eithers diſcovery dependsno leſſethen both their deaths. | a 
Whiles this newes is generally divulged in Avignion, Provence, Daulphine,and Langue. | 3 
dock,and no.newes atall tobe had or gathered of Be/uile, La Palaiftere, who ſhined with | P 
as many vertues as Laurieta was obſcured with Vices, out of compaſſion and Chriſtian | f 
charity, ſome three weeks after viſiteth Laxrieta 1n priſon, although ſhe partly believed tl 
and knew, that ſhee never affected or loved her when aiming to adde conlolation to Þ D 
her afflictions, as God would have it, Laurieta, out of her ignorance, or folly, returnes |, 
Palaifiere this unlooked for anſwer : That her ſelfe wasas innocent of Be/lniles death as 
fhee was of Poligny's. Which words being over-heard by ſome curious head of the 
company, were inftantly carryed and reported to the Criminall Judges, who inſtantly 
cauſe [z Palaiftereto bee apprehended and brought before them, whom they examine 
upon Peligny's death; which doth no way aftright or afflict her, becauſe her conſcience 
was untainted,, and her felfe as innocent as innocencie her ſelfe thereof. They deale 
farther with her, tounderſtand the paſlages of former buſineſſes betwixt herſelfe, pe 
ligny, and Belluile. Shee gives them a true and faithfull account thereof, yea, and re- 
lates themas much and no more, then this Hiſtory hath formerly related us 3 and to 
verifie and confirme her ſpeeches, like a diſcreet young Gentlewoman, ſhee gives them 
the keyes of a Trunke of hers, wherein ſhee ſaith is her copy of a Letter ſhee wroteto 
Poligny , and his anſwer againe to her, which ſhee prayesthem to ſend for,tor her bet- 
ter cleering and diſcharge. The Judges ſend ſpeedily away for theſe Letters, which 
are found produce d, and read, directly concurring with the true circumſtance of her 
former depofition : whereupon with much applauſe and commendation they acquit 
and diſcharge _—_— if a Palaiſteres Vertues have cleered her;Laxrieta's Vices (which 
the Indges begin tofinell out by Poljgxy's Letter) doe the more narrowly and ſtreight- 
lyimpriſon her 3 and yet knowing that /« Palzzfrere neither had, nor could any way ac- 
cuſc her, foreither of theſe two Murthers, ſhee ſets a good face on her bad heart, and 
ſo very bravely frollikes it in priſon, and to ſpeake truth, with farre more joy, andleſle 
feare then heretofore : but to checke and overthrow theſe vaine triumphs of hers in 
their birth, and to nip them in theirbuds, newes is brought her that her wayting-mayd 
Lxcillais ſecretly fled : which her Iudges underſtanding, they row more vehemently 
thenever heretofore ſuſpect, that (without doubt) Lawrieta was the author , and her 
Mayd Zzcil/z the acceſlary of Be/niles Murther : and ſo they ſetall the city and coun- 
trey for her apprehenſion. And this newes indeed makes Lawrieta feare that ſhee will 
infallibly bet which doth amaze an d afflict her, and inde=d hereat ſhe cannot re- 
fraine from biting her 1ip,and hanging downe her head:but ſee the miraculous and juſt 
judgement of the Lord, upon this wretched and bloudy Lucia |! for ſhe, for feare fly- 
ing, asit is ſuppoſed.that night from 4vignionto Orenge,to her parents, was there drow- 
ned, and the next morne found and taken up dead inone of the Fenny Lakes betwixt 
the two Cities. Which newes being reported to Laxrieta,ſhee againe converts her feare 
into hope, and forrowes into joyes, as knowing well thatdead bodies can tell no tales 
But the wifedome and integrity ofthe Iudges , by the apparencie of L axrieta's crime 
inthat of her Wayting-mayds flight, againe command her to be racked : but the de- 
vill is yet fo ſtrong with her, and thee with the divell, that the againe indures the cruel- 
ty of theſe torments with a wonderfull patience, with an admirable conſtancie and re- 
ſolution, and fo couragioutly and ſtoutly denying her crime, and peremptorily maiz- 
taining her innocencie and juftification, herIudges, led by the conſideration of the 
ſharpneſle and bitterneſte of her torments,as alſo that they could finde no dire proofe 
or ſubſtantial}evidence againſt her, beginne to conceive and imagine that it might bee 
the Wayting-mayd, and not the Miſtreſle , that had fent Bel/nile mto another world; 
and fo reſotve, the weeke following, if they heard nothing in the meane time toaccuſe 
L axricta, toreleafe and acquit her : which Zavrieta underſtanding, the — 
| e 
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her limbes and body feele are nothing 1n reſpect of thoſe contentments and joyes her 
h-art and thoughts conceive 3 and already building caſtles and triumphs in her heart 
and contemplations, for the hope and joy of her ſpeedy inlargement,ſhe,in her apparel! 


| and behaviour, flaunts it out farre braver then before. But ſhe hath not yet made her 


yeace with her Judges , neither have they pronounced her 9xieta eſt. And alas, how 
fooliſhly and ignorantly doth the vanity of her;hopes deceive and betray her, when as 
the foulneſle of her ſoule , and contamination of her conſcience, every houre and mi- 
nute prompt her,that God, the Judge of Judges,who hath ſeene, will-in his good time 
and pleaſure both dete& and puniſh as well her whoredome as her murther, in her 
death ! And lo,here comes both the cauſe and the manner thereof, wherein Gods provi- 
'dence and juſtice doe miraculouſly reſplend and ſhine. | 
For La#7ieta being indebted to her Land-lord Mownſtenr de Richcourt, as well for a 
whole yeares rent, as forthree hundred Livres in money, which he had lent her, be- 
iog impatient of her delayes, but more of herdiſgrace, lets out that part of his houſe, 
which ſhee held of him, to the Deane of Carpentras , who for his healths ſake came to 
ſojourne that Winter in Avigmion 5 and deſpairing of hevinlargement , and to fatisfie 
himſelfe, beginnes to (ell away her houſehold-ſtuffe, ' yea, tothe very Billets which 
ſhee had in her Cellar, which he-retaines for himſelfe 3 whereof when his ſervants came 
tocleere the Cellar , they removing the laſt Billets, findetheearthnewly removed and 
opened in the ny and proportion ofa Grave' z whereof wondering, they preſently 
forme their Maſter, who viewing the ſame, as God'would have it, hee inſtantly ap- 
prehendedand believed, that Laxrzeta had undoubtedly killed Be//xrle, and there buri- 
edhim : when not permitting his ſervants to remove the leaſt jot ofearth, hee as a dif- 
creet and honeſt Citizen, with all poſhible celeritie trips away to the Criminall Judges; 
and acquaints them herewith;who concurring with R:chcourt in his opinion aud behef , 
they diſpeed themſelves to his houſe and Cellar , where cauſing the new opened earth 
to be removed, behold, they find the miſerable dead body of Be/azle there inhumanel 
throwne in and buried in hiscloaths, which cauſing to bee taken off, thereby to anne 4 
his body, they find him ſhot into the reines with two Piſtoll bullets, and his _ ſtabd 


and pierced with ſixe feverall wounds of a Rapier or Ponyard : they are amazed at this 


pitifull and lamentable ſpectacle 3 and ſo reſting confident it cculd be no other but Lax- 
rieta and her Mayd Lxcilla, that had committed this cruell Murther,they very privately 
and ſecretly cauſe Be{uiles dead body to bee conveyed tothe priſon, and there, when 
Laxrieta leaſt dreamt thereof, expoſe it to her ſight, and in rough termes chargeand 
crie out upon her for this Murther 5 butthis monſter ofnature, and ſhee-divell of her 
ſexe, hath yet her heart ſo obdurated with revenge , and her ſoule ſo o're-clouded 
ant benumm'd with impiety , as ſhee isnothing daunted or terrifyed with the light 
hereof 3 but with many fearefull imprecations and afleverations ſtands peremptorily 
in her innocencie, and out of the heat of her malice and choller termes them divells 
or witches, |that are her accuſers. But her Iludges, who can no longer be deluded with 
her vowes, nor will nomore give eare to her perfidious oaths, command to have her 
Paps ſeared oft with hot burning Pincers, thereby to vindicate the truth of her cruell 
murther, from the falſchood of her jimpious and impudent denyall thereof. Whereat 
amazed andaſtoniſhed , and ſeeing this cruell torment ready to bee inflicted and pre- 
ſented her, God was ſo indulgent to her ſinnes, and ſo mercifull to her ſoule, as the de- 
vill flying from her , and ſhee from his temptations, ſhe rayning downe many rivolets 
and ſhowres of teares from her eyes, and evaporating many volleyes of fighes from 
her heart, throwing her ſelfe downe on her knees to the earth, and lifting up her eyes 
and hands unto Heaven , with much bewayling and bitterneſſe, ſhee at laſt confeſſeth 
to herIudges, that ſhee and her Wayting-mayd Lxci//a were the murtherers of Bel/u- 
ie, and for the which ſhee ſaid, that through her humble contrition and hearty repen- 
tance, ſhee hoped that God would pardon her ſoulein the life tocome, though ſhee 
knew they would not her body in this. Whereupon the Tudges, in horrour and exe- 
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cratioa of her inhumane and bloudy crime, pronounce ſentence uf death upon her,and 
condemne hcr the next day after dinner, fir{t to be hanged. then burnt inthe ſame ſtreet, 
right againl(c her lodging, Moxnſrexr de Richconrts houſe 3 and likewiſe, (ith Lycil/a was | XV 
both anacceſlary and actor in this bloudy Tragedy, that her budy ſhould be taken up 
out of her Grave,and likewiſe burnt with hers in the ſame fire : which accordingly was | ,., 
executed in the preſence of an infinite number of people both of the Citizens, and ad- £2 
- Jacentneighbours of Avignion5 Laurieta uttering upon the Ladder a ſhort, but a moſt 
Chriſtian and penitent ſpeech to the people, tending firſt to diſlwade them all by 
herexample frem thoſe foule and crying ſinnes of whoredome, revenge and murther; 
and then to requeſt ana perſwadethem, that they would affiſt her with their religioug 
and devout prayers in her ſoules paſſage and flight towards Heaven : yet adding with- 
all;that as her crime;{o her griefe wasredoubled, becauſe as ſhee had killed Be/nile for 
Poligny's ſake. ſo ſhe was fure that Be/vile had killed Poligny for hers. 
Andthus.Chriſtian Reader, were the diflolute lives and mournefull deaths of theſe 
two unfortunate Gentlemen, Pol:zgzy and Be//nile,and'of this laſcivious and bloudy Cur 
_ tizan Lawrieta,and her Wayting-maid Lxci#a.A tragical Hiſtory, worthy both of our ob- 
ſervation and deteſtation 3; and indeed, theſe are the bitter fruits of Luſt, Whoredome, 
and Revenge,and the inſeparable companyons which infallibly await and attend then; 
the very Goke & conſideration wherof are capeable,not only to adminiſter conſolation 
to the righteous, but to ſtrike terrour to the ungodly. O therefore, that we may all be- 
ware by theſe their fatall and dangerous ſinnes : for this is the onely perfe& and true 
way to preventand avoid their puniſhments. | 
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comode Caſtelnovo luſtfully falrin love with his daughter in law Perina, his owne ſottne 
\Franciſcode Caſtelnovo'sWift > whowe to in1joy, hee cauſeth Terantha firſt to poyſor bis 
'owne Lady Fidelia, and then his [aid ſonne Franciſco de Caſtelnovo : 7 revenge whereof, 
- Perina #reacherouſly murthereth him-in his bed. Terantha, ready to dye in travel of chilae 

confeſſeth her two Murthers> for the which ſhe is hanged and burnt. Perina hath her right 


hand cnt off,and is condenmed to perpetuall impriſonment where ſheſorrowfully dyes- 


7 Ee need not fend our curiofity ( or our curioſity us) to ſeeke 
Tygers and monſters in Af;zcaz for Exrope hath but too many, 
who are ſo cruell and inhumane, not onely to imbrue, butto 
1mbath themfelves in the innocent bloud of their Chriftian 
| brethren. And as Religion prohibites usto kill,and commands 
us to love our enemies; with what audacious and prophane 
impiety dare we then murther our friends, nay thoſe. of our 
awne bloud,and who are the greateſt part of our ſelves? And 
although 7taly have lately afforded many tragicall prefidents, 
and fearctull Examples of thisnature (whereof T have given 
ſome tomy former, and reſerved others to my future bookes) yet in. my conceitir hath 
produced none more bloudy and inhumane then this, whether we reſpect the Murthers 
orthe perſons. For here we ſhall ſee a wretched and execrable old man ſo beſotted in 
oſt, and flaming in malice and revenge, as being both a husband and a father, he by a 
telliſh young Gentlewoman (his ſtrumpet)poyſoneth both his owne wite and his owne 
ſonne : It was his vanity which firſt inkindled the fire of bis laſt; it 1s then his impiety 
which gives way to the devill to blow the coales thereto, and fo to convert it into Mur- 
ther.O'that Sinne ſhould ſo triumph or'e Grace, and not Grace or'e Sinne ! O that Age 
and Nature ſhould not teach us to bee lefſe btoudy, and more compaſſionate and cha- 
ntable ! And alas.alas,by Poyſon,that drug of the Devill, who firſt brought the dainna- 
ble invention thereof from hell, to bee practiſed here on earth onely by his agents and 
members ! We ſhall likewiſe ſee him killed by his daughter inlaw.,for formerly poyſo- 
mng of her husband: Luſt ſeduced him to perpetratethoſe ; AﬀeCtion,cr rather bloudy 
Revenge, drew heron to performe this, and conſequently toher puniſhment due for 
the ſame. Had they had more Grace and Religion, they would not have beene ſo inhu- 
mane3but falling from that,no marvel if they f<11 to b2 ſo wretched and miſerable : for 
it wedie well, we ſeldome live ill 3 if live ill, wee uſually never dye well;for it is the end 
that crownes the beginning, not the beginning the end. Therefore if we will be happy 
nour lives,and bleſſed inour deaths, wee muſt follow Vertue and flie from Vice, love 
Chaſtity and Charity, and hate Luſt and Envie; prefer Heaven befote Earth, our Soules 


before our Bodies, and defic Satan, with a holy reſolution both to feare an 1 love God. 
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Sec is the Countrey, and Nzce the City (ſeated upon the Mediterranean Sea, beinf { 
the ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Fraxce, and the beſt Fortreſle and Key of 7taly) when 
the Scene of this inſuing Tragical Hiſtory is layd, the which to refetch trom the Head 
ſpring and Fountaine of its originall,it muſt carry our curioſity and underſtanding oyy 
thoſe famous Mountaines,the Alpes,and from thence to the City of Saint Tohn de Maury. 
243 where of late and freſh memory dwelt an aged Gentleman , of rich revenues ay! 
great wealth,named Seignior Antonio de Arconeto,who had newly by his deceaſed wit, 
the Lady Eleanora de Bibanti, two Children, to wit, a Son,and a Daughterzthat,nams 
Seignior Alexandro,$& this,the Lady Perinaza little different in yeares,for he was eighten 
ns | ſhe but fifteenzbut more in qualities and conditions, for he was by nature perverſc 
chollericke, but ſhe, milde, courteous,and gracious: Againe,they differed much in th 
lineaments & proportion of their bodies;for Alexandro,like his Father, was ſhort,crook 
backt, and hard favour'd : and Perizareſembling her mother,tall,ſtraight-waſted.an 
faire:{oas it being a principle and Maxime in Nature, that parents (for the moſt pay) 
love thoſe Children beſt, who beſt reſemble them as the mother Eleanora reli 
Perina in her affeftion before Alexardro, ſo contrariwile their father Arconeto did Al 
andro before Perina-But as God had called Elearora out of this life,and left her huſbayl 
Artoneto to ſurvive herzſo Alexanaro's joy prov d his lifter Perina's miſery and affliftion 
for he was ſo happy to ſee himſelfe tenderly cheriſhed and afte&ted,and ſhe ſounforty 
nate to perceive her ſelfe ſlighted and difreſpeQted of her father : wherein, as I praik 
Arconeto's intimate love to his ſonne,ſoI cannot but diſcommend;and withall pittyhi 
immerited & unnaturall negled to his daughter, wherein,as Alexardro triumphed inthe 
one,judge judicious Reader, if Perina had not cauſe enough togrieveand lament atth 
other. Butas the drift and ſcope of this Hiſtory looks another way,ſo for my part,wh 
have undertaken to pen it,it is the leaſt of my intent or purpoſe to give inſtructions anl 
direttion , how parents ſhould beare themſelves in their affections towards their chil 
drenzonely,becauſeI may not here too palpably bewray mine ignorance in my filenc, 
I hope, nay,I am confident, that with as much truth as ſafety I may conclude,it isa hap 
pineſle both for parentsand children, where parents beare their afte&tions equally t 
their children : for Joving one, and hating another;,the joy of the one proves often 
times the others ſorrow 3 and in giving that too much hope, wee many times adminiſter 
this too much cauſe of deſpaire; or if the inclinations and affeCtions of parents be mor 
narrowly tyed, and ſtriftly linked to preferre & love one child above the other, yer ih 
they are the equalliſſue of their loyns,& we the onely parents of their youth, we {houll 
beeas well cautious in the diſtribution of our favors,as in the demonſtration of our di 
reſpects towards them.But enough of this digreſſion;and now againe to our Hiſtory. 
As Alexandro growes up in yeares, ſo hee Joth in ambition and oſtentation:for if het 
Play the Bravaſhoabroad among Gentlemen and Ladies,ſo authoriſed by his fathers hz 
tred of his ſiſter,hee at home becomes a petty tyrantto her 3 yea,his carriage is ſoſterÞ x 
and imperious towards her,as if ſhee were rather his ſlave then his ſiſter, or his laundreÞ a 
and hand-mayd, then any part of himſelfe, which notwithſtanding it was both a daily} \ 
ognefe to her heart,and a continuall torment to her thoughts, yet Perixa's ſweet perfedrFj » 
ons, and gracious vertues and behavior,make her digeſt and brook all with wonderful F 1 
conſtancie,8& an admirable patience: for well ſhe knowes,that if ſhe ſhould complaintoÞ} þ; 
her father ofher brothers unkindnes towards her,ſhe ſhould thereby reape no other re-Þ 
medy and redreſle but this, that the one would laugh, and the other trumph therea;Þ} 
and that the iſſue thereof would prove her complaints to be the May-game of the one, Þ © 
and mocking-ſtock of the other. But God hath ordayned briefly to eaſe her of a great 6 
part of her undeſerved diſcontents and afflictions : for lo,her brother 4lexandro,de-'aur Pt 
ching and ſurfeting at a Banquet at S»ſa,returnes home, ſurpriſed ofa hot peſtilent Fe 
ver,which notwithſtanding the care of his father, or the art of his experteſt Phyſicians Þ ſe 
he mm three dayes is taken out of this life. 
And now guided by the light of nature, and the inſtint of common ſence and - 
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ſon,who would not furmiſe or thinke, but that Arcoxeto,having buryed his ſon Alexart> 
vherld dro, ſhould now love his onely daughter and child Periza far dearer and tenderer then 
Teac before-But alas,nothingleſle:for he1s not ſo kinde,and therefore ſhee cannot be ſohap- 
one py3y<a-Which 1s worſe,although his words be her commands, and his pleaſurc her law, 
arial yet he contemnes both her and her obedience,and never looks on her with love and af- 
$anlfl jection, but ſtill with diſdain & envy : yea,in a word, his diſtaſtis ſo extream and bitter 
with againſt her,as he1s never belt pleaſed, then when ſheis furtheſt from hims(o as her ab- 
amelfÞ ſence may delight and content him, but her preſence cannot. Which unnaturall diſre- 
hteaf} ſpect,S& unjuſt cruelty of her father towards her,doth ſo nip the joyes of her youth, and 

te bloſlomes of her health and beauty.,as, poore young Gentlewoman,ſhe becomes in- 
n th finite melancholy, and extreame weake and ſickly; which being obſerved and pittyed 
ook of all her kinſfolkes and friends, as being her Fathers onely child, and heire to all his 
Land] Lands and Riches,an Auntofhers, being her mothers ſiſter, and likewiſe her God-mo- 
pa ther,termed the Lady Dominica,a Widow-woman of the ſame Cityzworkes ſo with her 
en(ÞÞ brother 1n law Arcozeto, . that hee is content to permit his daughter Periza to reſide and 
Ale dwell with her : whereat as the Aunt 1s not a little glad, ſothe Neece beyond meaſure 
banfÞ infinitely rejoyceth ,and triumphs thereat, both hoping that her abſence may, and will 
tion procure her fathersaffeCtion,which her preſence could notzand that having more liber- 
ot ty and lefle bondage , ſhe might againe in a ſhort time recover her former health and 
rail content 3 or elſe that God, out of his divine providence, and pleaſure in heaven,might 
yh calland allot her out ſome gallant Huſband here on earth, with whom, in the contents 
ntleſ and pleaſures of Marriage, ſhe might end her future dayes in as muck tranquillity and 
tte felicity, as ſhee had formerly lived in diſcontent and affliction : and indeed theevents, 
wh though not in the firſt, yet in the two laſt poynts,anſwereth their expeRations. | 
200 © The Lady Dominica hath formerly contracted a Daughter of hers, named DonaBer- 
chi-W th; to a Cavalier of the City of Nice, termed Seignior Bartholomeo Spelaſsi, by deſcent 
nc, noble, and of good revenewes and wealth. And now the appointed time is come. for 
hay their Marriage : to whichend , up comes $pelalſz from Nice to Saint John de Manrienc, 
up affiſted and followed by many gallant young Gentlemen of his kinſtolkes and friends, 
and, ina word, witha train well befitting his ranke arid quality, where theſe Nup- 
ſteF tiallsare ſolemnized with great variety of pompeand pleaſure; as Feaſting, Dancing, 
nor Maſks, Running at the Ring,and the like:forin theſe amorous and Court-like Revels, 
(Ml the Savoyards (as participating both of the Frexchand 7Mdlian humours) takea ſingu- 
ullF lardelight and felicity:Butas many times one Wedding occalioneth and produceth a- 
dF nother,ſo Fortune,or to ſpeake more properly and truely,God ordained, that the Lady 
'- | Pominicaappoynted her Neece Perina,to condutt the Bride-groome her Sonne in law, 
heeF $pelaſe, to the Church'3 and he had alloted one of the nobleſt and eminent Cavalliers 
hf that came with him,named Seignior Franciſco de Caſtelnovo, to performe the ſame cere- 
0s mony to his Bride the Doza Bertha, being a Knight of Malfa, native of the City. of Nzes, 
irsY and ſon and heir'to Scjgrr107 Iacono de Caſtelnovo,a very ancient and rich Baron of Savoy. 
Now as Periza was a molt beautifull and faire young Lady ; ſo was ouryoung Cafte!- 
UF 1900 a very proper and gallant Cayallier; and (ith the'occaſion of this Marriage;and 
fulf the fortunacie and opportunity of their united oftice, by a kinde of deſtinared and 
nvy happy priviledge, authorized each to bee familiarin the others company and pre- 
had ſence : fo, as Lovers beginne to court firſt in jeſt, then in earneſt, the hearts and breſts 
ea} ofthis ſivect young couple are in the end equally ſarpriſed with the flame of aftecti- 
my on; yea, his perſonage and dancing, and her beauty and ſinging,mutually inkindle this 
etÞ fire of love in their thoughts and contemplations, which either imagineth ; and both 
ay perceive and underſtand, by thedumbe Oratorie and ſilent Rhetoricke of theireyes 
Which Caftelnovo knowing her deſcent and quality 'anſwerable to his, hee intendsto 
sf ſeeke herin Marriage. When not any longer to ſurprelle or conceal therwatteCtions;they 
atter dinner dancing in company of divers others in the garden, hee ſingleththe' Lady 
Perina,his new Mrs apart ina bowes cloſely overvail'd with Vines, Sicamores,$& On—_ 
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and there 'twixt ſighs and words, rreveales/his deepe affettonto her. Butto avoydth 
prolixious relation of this their Garden enterview and conference, although at firſt p, 
rina's modeſty (the ſweeteſt ornament and vertue'of a Lady) was ſuch, asfthe not onely þ be 
kepther ſelfe,butlikewiſeheraffeQionsto her ſelfe, yet her courteous anc thankefyl || his 
an{weres, wayted and ſeconded by many delicious bluſhes, and amorous11ghes, al. ff tot 
though not publikely , yet privately inform'd herLover Caftelzovo , thatthelikewik} jdc 
loved him:ſo as during the terme of fifteene dayes ,which $pelaſſz and hee remainedy ſj del 
Saint Fqhn de Mauriene,he never left courting her,till he had obtained her affeCtion.an{Þf vit 
confi to be his wife; drawne thereunto by theſe two attractive and ſeducing reaſons: Þþ del 
Firſt,that Caſte/novo was a gallant & proper Cavallter, asalſo herequall in deſcent an( ff hir 
meanes;and then that ſheſhould live in Nice witha huſband who dearely loved her,au; ff gu 
no longer in Saixt Tohnde Manriene with a Father who extreamely hated her : Neithe | thi 
cantheſeour yong Lovers bear their affeCtions ſo ſecret;but the whole company, eſpe. to 
cially theLady Doxinica her Aunt percetves1t, & deeming it a fit Match for her Neeg if m: 
rejoyceth thereat.Caſtelnovo ſecretly acquaints her therewith,and intreats her beſtaſi. | co! 
ſtance therein towards her brother Arcozeto; which ſhee promiteth, and forthwith a: Þ ve 
tempteth : when Caſtel:ovo, taking time at advantage, ſeconds her in his ſuite for the} 10 
Daughterzto her old Father. | 
Now herFather Arcozeto (degenerating frum the naturall afteftion of a Father. t0 
wards his Daughter) 1s ſo willing todepart with her to any Huſband , that.he mayn G 
more ſee her,nor bee troubled with her preſence,as thinking a farre worſe Match 
mo » hee thinkes this infinitely too good for her;and ſo at the leaſt ſhaddow of te 6 
very firſt motion conſents thereunto: which not onely baniſheth Periza's old griefe,hw i 
confirmeth Caſtelnovo'snew joyes;yea they,like two ſweete and vertuous Lovers,ſoe- ſt © 
tremely rejoyce and triumph thereat as hee riding home poaſt to Nice, to acquaint ſh L 
owne Father Sergnior Iacomo de Caſtelnovo therewith , and fiwiftly returnin again? vil P* 
Saint Tohn de Maxriene with his conſent and approbation,this Mariage of Cafbelores an tt 
Wil Perina is there almoſt as ſoone ſolemnized, as that of Spelaſ/7and Bertha, though indeelif 
[11 more obſcure,and with far leſſe pompe and bravery.,m reſpect of the perverſeneſlean 8 ® 
Mt! diſtaſt ofher froward old Father Arcojeto. So fifteene dayes being expired ſince Speld tf 
and Caftelnovo their firſt departure from Nice, they Jeave Saint Tohn de Mayriexe, tor} 
; turne and condud their Brides home toNjce, robbing that to inrich this City with twill © 
ſuch beautyfull and gallant Ladies,as were Bertha and Perina. - 
Now the better to adde life and forme to this H;i7ory, or rather to approch the mar} 
material and eſſentia parts thereof, we muſt here leave to ſpeake of Spelaſii and Bert h 
and wholly tye our thoughts and curioſity to Caſteh:ovo and Perina, two principall i 
unfortunate perſonatours, who both have moumefull parts ro a&t upon the Stage and} "! 
T heater of Nzze-for this Marriage of theirs is not begun with the nin part of ſo maj} ® 
Joyes, as we ſhall ſhortly ſee it wayted and attended-on, yea,diflolved and finiſhed bot Lacy 
with teares and blood. F 
Caftelnovo having broughthome his faire and deare Perina to Nice,ſhe is very honour} ® 
rably welcomed, and courteoully received and entertayned of his old Father , $tigh * 
ior Tacomo de Caſtelzovo, and of the Lady Fidelia his Mother , and ſoare al] haf * 
kin ſfolkes and friends whoaccompany her 3 yea , there watits no feaſting nor revel-| b 
ling in Nice, to teſtifie how much they congratulate and rejoyce at their ſonnes goodſ tt 
fortune and happineſſe.And for Caſtelnove & Pcrinathemſelves,why they are ſo ravillsf h 
edin the content, and drowned inthe joyes and delights of Marriage, as though theſ} ®! 
have two bodies, yet they have but one heart, deſire, and affeQion 3 yea, they arely]} ? 
extreamely in love each with other, as they believe there is no Heaven u pon earth, t0 Pt 
that of each others preſence.But they ſhall bee deceived herein:for there are Tragicall 
ſtormes ariſing,to trouble the ſerenity of this mariage,and the fel icity and ;tranquillity 
of theſe affections. : FO 
For itis both yith griefe and ſhame, thatImuſt bee ſo immodeſt, and thereforc. 
| unfortunateF-- 
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'Þ.anfortunate to relate, that the old Baron 74come de Calſtelnovo, aged of ſome threeſcore 
ind eight yeares,” hath ſo farre forgotten. his God and himſelfe, his conſcience and his 
7; Þ ule, grace and nature, religion and humanity, as-gazing onthe freſh and delicious 
beauty of our ſweete Lady Perina, hisowne ſonnes; wife, hee gives the rejgnes both of 
eful Þ his obſcene delires,and inordinate affeCtions,to.luſt after her:O how my heart trembles 
| tothinke how he that is white with the ſnaw of a venerable age,ſhould now Jaſciviouſly 
:dolatrize to beauty[how he:that hath(as it were)one foot in his grave.thould luſtfully 
defire to have the other in his Sonnes bed ! how hee that hath his veinzs dryed up and 
vithered, & nothing living in him but defire,ſhould yet of all the beauties of the world, 
defire onely to enjoy that of his Sonnes wife ! how hee, that hath ſcarce anytime left 
an! him to bee repentant and forrowfull for his old ſinnes ,. will now anew make himſelfe 
lty of theſe foule ſinnes of Adultery, and I may in:a manner fay of Inceſt ! how hee 
ther Þ that hath not giventhe flower of his youth, will yet ſtill Jaſcivioully and wilfuliy refuſe 
tzbeſtow the branne of his age on his God: ! Alas miſerable Caſtelmovo, wretched old 
man,or rather lubritious and beaſtly Lecher,thus to drowne thy thoughts in the hell of 
ac. concupiſcence andadultery, when it were farre fitter, thou ſhould(tlift them up to hea- 
ven,in the ſacrifice of prayer,$& other pious & religious contemplations!But all this will 
«th @ notprevaile to ſtope the current of his voluprcaats and the progreſſion of his ſen- 
ſuality:for without re{pedt of his God,or regard of his ſoule,he is reſolutein his deſires 
-10. 0 tomake a (trumpet of his Daughter in Law,and to make his Sonnes wife his whore: bur 
Ty Mo will deceive his hopes,and prevent his villany. | | 
00! Now the better, and ſooner to drawher to his laſcivious deſires, hee is won- 
+ derfull courteous and affable to her, (till walking and talking with her, yea, and many 
by times kifling her, whereof both her Huſband and ſelfe are infinitely Jjoyfull, but eſpe- 
a © cially Perina, becauſe ſhee findesa great alteration inher fartune, in that her Father in 
ks Law Caifelnovo proves as courteous to her,.as her owne Father Arconeto1s cruell. But 
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poore innocent ſoule, and ſweete and chaſt Lady ,- little doſt thou either dreame, or 
thinke on his laſcivious intent againſt thine honour andchaſtity. Old Caſte/novo wal- 
lowing in the filthineſle , and burning in the fire of his new luſt, and loling himſelfe 
and his thoughts in the Labyrinth of his Þaughter: inilaw. Perina's beauty, hee 
thinkes on nothing ſo much, nay, on nothing elſe, but how to obtaine her to his laſci- 
vious will : but notdaring, or rather fearing toacquaint her with his inordinate and 


(a beaſtly purpoſe, whiles his ſon her buſband is at home: preſent with her,hee forgeth and 
frames a plot , both unnaturall and treacherous, tomake him imbrace and follow the 
or Wars in wayting on the Dwke Charles Emannel, or the Prince Amadee Vidor his fon and 


© heire, who with their warlike troopes were reſolute to expell the Duke of Feria, Viceroy 
; of Milar,with his Spaniſh Regiments, out of YVercele, Caſſa}, and the other Townes of 
Tiedmont,to which end his luſtful affetionto Perina.made him eloquent 1n perfwading, 
and powerfull in drawing her huſband to this Martiall action;ſo full of honor & glory ; 
adding that his honour, and the ſervice of his Princeand Country, called him to the 
Field,and that he ſhould not whol'y drowne himſelte in the beauty of his young Wife, 
and the pleafures of Marriage.H1s ſon Caſfte/zove not at al ſuſpeCting,or dreaming what 
ix f 2dangerous Snake lay Jurking under the greene leavesof his fathers ſugered ſpeeches 
| and perſwaſions,like a nobleand generous Knight as he was, needes no ther advocate 
.| buthis own honor & Martiall diſpoſition to imbarke himin theſe Wars:and although 
of the beauty, requeſts, and teares of his young Lady were vehement ſollicitourstodivert 
(þ-þ him,yet he is reſolute roleave her for three or foure moneths:And ſo making ready his 
exÞ armes,traine, horſes and preparatives, be giving her many kifles,and the returning him 
{ a world of ſighes and teares, leaves Nice, ai d fo tindes out the Duke and his Army in 
Piedinont;where for alittle time we will leave him. . ©, "x | 
Itiza queſtion very difputeable, and which by my:weake capacity and judgement 
xj cannot well bee decided , whether this departure. of young Caſtelnovo tothe Warres. 
made his farher more glad , or his wife ſorrowfull : for as ſhee was all in teares, fo by nr 
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he in mirth and jollity,being ſo vaine in his laſt;and ſoluſtfull-in his vanity,as he triny 
np his beard; and goes neater and withall moreyouthfull in his apparrell then accuſty. 
med ; yea, his luſt had ſo metamorphoſed him.as if it had a prophane influence,and {. 
cret power to renew old age in him. But alas; alas, what perfection of chaſtity can we 
expect or hope for in youth, hen we ſee no better fignes and fruitsin one of threeſcox 
& eight years? But I will follow the ſtream of our Hiſtory, though indeed the relation 
of this old laſciviousLechers Luſt and vanity to his daughter in law Perinz, equally af 
Aid mee with griefe and pitty to publiſh it. - @ e340 | 
Tam then'conſtrained to write and averre;that although meer ſhame and unnaturg. 
neſſe do as yet with-hold this wretched fathers tongue,” from vomiting forth his adul. 
terated luſt to his faire and chaſt daughter inlaw Perirz, yethis luſt is ſo immodeſty 
Jaſcivious, as hee cannot keepe himſelfe out of her company, nor. being in it, refrain 
from kiſſing her : but to ſee the innocency,and obſerve the purity of her thoughts, ſhe, 
neverthelefſe not ſo much as any way ſuſpe&s or dreames of his laſcivious intent, a 
though indeed ſheethinkes this courtefie of his ſomewhat exceedsthe priviledge of: 
Father,and'the duety ofa Daughter;but meaſuring this by the cruelty of her owneF+ 
ther,ſhe,poore filly foule,thinkes her ſelfe in this reſpect now as happy, as heretofore 
ſhe was miſerable. Only the abſence of her deare husband Caftelrovo,doth both torture 
and torment her; and the more.,for that he is in the field at warres 3 when, God knoy- 
eth,ſhe defireth and wiſheth he ſhould be at home with her in peace. 
| But whiles Perinalookes from Savoy to Piedmont, from Nice to Vercell;, and fron 
her ſelfe to her Lord and Huſband, her other ſelfe, wee muſt not forget, becauſe ou 
Hiſtory will remember, her Mother in law Fzdelia, which now wee mult admit and 
re-condutt to act her part upon the Theatre hereof : who obſerving her Huſband; 
immodeſt and unwiſe familiarity demonſtrated tothe young Lady Perina, her ſonns 
Wife, asalſohis alteration in humours and apparell 3 but chiefely his unaccuſtomed 
diſtraQtion and fighes in his reſt and repoſe 3. ſhee , more out of vertuous wiſedome, 
then fooliſh jealouſie, aimes at his vaine luſt towards this young Lady her daughterin 
law : whereat ſhe both admires withgriefe, and wonders with the anxiety of afflidion 
and ſorrow, to ſee her old Huſband, in the winter of his age, ſo ſottiſh and beaſtlyto 
luſt after his owne ſonnes young Wife , to ſee that nureſpeCt of heaven, no regard of 
conſcience, nor apprehenſion'of damnation and hell, had the grace or power,eitherto 
kill theſe laſcivious thoughts in their conception, or to ſtrangle them in their birth, to 
ſee that hee who was ready to goe to his bed of death, ſhould now (like the Salamander 
in the fire) bee burning with defire,to goe to that of Luſt and Adultery, and to ſee hin 
ſo devoyd of pitty , as hee muſt needs joyne Inceſt with Adultery , as if one of theſe 
| beaſtly ſinnes alone were not enough enormous and prodigious to make hislife miſery 
ble and his death wretched. And although ſhee have cauſe enough of ſorrow in het 
ſelfe, yet when ſhee thinkes of her Huſbands age,and Daughters youth,of his luſt,and 
her chaſtity, and which is more,of the moſt degenerate and unnaturall part of a Father, 
to ſeeke to pollute and defile his owne Sonnes bed,and conſequently his owne honour; 
This indeed goes neere her,and this, and onely this makes her Jooke on him,both with 
envy and pitty : but her age having taught her tolove diſcretion,and to hate and dif 
daine jealoulie,ſhe beares this as patiently as ſhe may.till at laſt ſeeking and finding out þ | 
a fit opportunity,ſhe both with teares in her eyesand griefe in her ſpeeches, very ſecret 
ly checks him for theſe his inordinate and laſcivious deſires towards the young Lady 
Perind,their Daughter in law. | | | | 
But as it is the nature of ſinne ſo to betray and inveagle our judgements, that wee 
flatter our ſelves with a falſe coneeit , none can perceive it in us; ſo this old lecher het 
Huſband , thinking that hee had danced inaner, from the jealouſie and ſuſpicion of 
all the world.in thus affefting his Sonnes wife, hee like a lewd and wretched old varkt, 
is ſofarre from relliſhing theſe his old wifes ſpeeches and exhortations, or from be- 
ing reclaymed thereby , as hee diſdaineth both them and her ; and from henceforth 
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is ſo imperious ,, and withall bitter to her , as hee never lookes on heriwith affection, 
but envy : which nevertheleſle ſhee (as a modeſt wife, and grave Matrone) holds ita 
dl. part not onely of her love, butof her duty , by iweet ſpeeches, and ſoft meanes of 
1 Wer perſwaſion , to divert him from this fond and laſcivious humour of his. But obſerve 
(cor the vanity of his laſciviouſneſſe, and the impiety of his thoughts and reſoluticns: for 
any 11 her prayers and perſwaſions ſerve only rather to ſet,thenrebate the edge of his luſt, 
ya} ndrather bring oyle to increaſe, then water.to. quench the flame ofhis immodeſt and 
irregular affehion, ſoas ſeeing that ſhe ſtood in the way of obtaining his beaſtly plea- 
Urah ſures, hee, like a prophane and barbarous Huſband,termes her no more his wife,but his 
dul Medea; and which 1s worſe, hee, out of the heat both of his luſt and choller, vowes hee 
ety 511 ſoone remove her from this world to another. | 
any , Andherethe divell, ambitious and defirous. of nothing ſo much, as to fill up the 
{hee empty roomesof his vaſt and infernall kingdome, by miſerable and execrable degrees 
4B takes pollefſion firſt of his thoughts, then of his heart, and laſtly of his ſoule! 3 1oas 
ol: being conſtant in his indignation and choller,and reſolute in this his impious and blou- 
Fa dyrevenge , - hee meanes to diſpatch and murther her, who for the terme of forty two 
for yeares had beene his moſt loving wite , and faithfull bed-fellow : but withall hee will 
uy titſoprivately, as not having as yet diſcovered his affection to his daughter Perixa, 
ONE hee will therefore conceale both from her and all the world the .Murther of this bis 
{ wife Fidelia, except only to thoſe graceleſle and execrable Agents hee meant imploy in 
0 B this mournfull and bloudy buſineile. h "IN Me 
hav Towhich end (with a helliſh ratiocination) ruminating and revolving on the man» 
af r thereof, hee having runne overthe circumſtances of many violent and tragicall 
nd B Jeaths,, at laſt reſolves to poylon her 5 and deemes none ſo fit to undertake it, asher 
0B owne Wayting-gentlewoman T7erantha + the which authorized by his former laſcivi- 
ned ous dalliance with her, as alſo in favour of five hundred Ducats, that he will give her, 
ME hee is confident ſhe will undertake and finiſh;neither doth he faile in his bloudy hopes. 
8 Forwhat with the honeyof his flattering ſpeeches,and the ſugar of his Gold,ſbe like an 
0B infernall Fury, and a'very Monſter of her ſex, moſt ingratefully and -inhumanely con» 
(OB fentsthereunto, 3 ſo as putting poyſon into Whitebroth, which ſome mornings ſhe was 
lf accuſtomed to make and give her Lady, it ſpreading into her veines, and exhalingthe 
OE dicall humour of her life and ſtrength, within eight dayes carries this aged and ver- 
OF tous Matrone to her grave,and her ſoule to heaven.But her Murtherers ſhall pay deate 
 forthis her untimely end. F 7 tal 
Ti The Lady Periza, and all the Lady F3delia's kinſfolkes and friends infinitely la- 
ef Y ment and bewayle her death 3 and indeede ſo doth the whole City of Nice, where for 
i | herdeſcent and vertues ſhee is infinitely beloved and affefed 3” bur all theſe teares of 
theirs are nothing in compariſon of thoſe of her wicked and execrable Huſbahd Caſtel- 
F novo, who, although hee inwardly rejoyce,yet hee outwardly ſeetnes to bee exceeding- 
MF lyafficted and dejected. But as hee hath heretofore adted the part of a Murtherer;and 
now of an hypocritezyet,bave we but a little patience,and we ſhal fee that detected,this 
F: unmaſked,and both puniſhed. __ | 
; Whiles this mournefull Tragedy is acted in Nice, the mediation of the French King 
| and Pope reconcile the differences, give end tothe Warres,and conclude peace betwixt. 
| Paineand Savoy. So home returnesthe Duke of Feria, to Millan: the noble Dake of 
Tf Savoy, and the generous Prraces his Sonnes, to Txrim the Marſhall de Deſdignieres, and 
| the Baron of Termes into France z and conſequently home comes our Knight Caſte/novo 
toNzce : where thinking torejoyce with his young wife, heeisfſo unfortunate to 
mourne for the death of his old mother; but God knowes, that neither of themi know 
| theleaſt ſparke or ſhadow of her cruell and untimely Murther,and lefſe,the cauſe there- 
of. Now for his laſcivious and bloudy father, albeit, tocaſt a vaile before his thoughts; 
and his intents and aCtions , hee publikely mournes for his wifes death, and tejoyceth 


| for his Sonnes returne 5 yet contrariwiſe hee privately mournes for this, and _ 
cet 
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ceth for that: **But to leave the rememembrance of Fidel:a, to aflume that of our Per; 
Iknow not whether ſhee grieved more at her Huſbandsabſence, or rejoyce at his pre- 
ſence; fith her-affeCtion tohim was ſo tender and fervent.as 1 her heart and foule ſhee Þþ ; 
eſteemed that as much her-hell, as this her heaven upon earth: but theſe joyes of her, Þ| ; 
are bur fires of ſtraw, or flattering Sun-ſhines, which are ſuddenly cither waſhed away | \ 
with aſhowre, ' or eclipſediand banifhed by a Tempeſt:for whilcs Ir hopes flatterhey 
beliefe. of her Huſbands continual ſtay and reſidence with her,her Fatherinlawsluſtt 
her,foreſecing and conſidering thatit was impoſſible to thinke to obtaine her at home, 
ere her Huſband;his ſon, wereagaine imployed and ſent abroad, makes all his thought, 
aime, and careand induſtry tend that way,as if time had no power to make him repent þ 
the former murther of his wife, or grace influence to renounce the future defiling and 
diſhonouring of his Daughter 1n law. : 3] 

But hee isas conſtant in his luſt to her, as reſoJute in his diſpatching and ſending +: 
way of him; onely hee'mult finde out fone pregnant , vertuous, and honourble pre- 
text and colour for the effeting of his deligne and reſolution, becauſe he well knowes 
his Sorine Caſtelnovo is as wile and generous in him (elfe, asamorons of his beautiful 
young Lady Periz4 : but his Juſt , whichis the cauſe of his reſolution, or rather his va: 
nity; \which is theauthour of his Juſt, at one time ſuggeſts him'theſe two ſeverall im: 
ployments for hisSonne : either toſend him into Fraxce with the Prince Major, who 


en tc lt ie me. md a Goo} ho mo www wary. om. 


or elſe under the inlinuation of ſome great Penſions and oftices that were ſhortly to - 
bee Giſpoſed of inMalta,againe to ſend him backe thither:and his harping on theſe two 
ſtrings; wasthe onely mulicke and melody which he now gave his Sonne 3 who after 
hee-had a monethor twoatmoſt, recreated himſelfe in the ſweet company of his deare 
and {wcet wife Pcrina, hee leaſt of all aiming whereat his father aimed, by his abſence 
againe-gives way, and conſents to his deſires of his departure : onely the choyceof Þſ 
theſe two different imployments is yet queſtionable and unreſulved of 'twixt the fa- 
ther and the ſonne.For as the ſonnes curioſity defireth to fee the Court of Fraxce,which Þ 
as yethe hath not ſeene ; ſo his fathers luſt and malice 1s to have him returne honow 
rablh to Malta,from whence he hath formerly received his honour of Knighthood, and 
there toobtainea Penſion _— thejterme of hislife. The ſonneimbraceth the ple 
ſures of the journey of Fraxce, before the profit and honour of the Voyage of Malta. Þ 
But the fatherayming at other ends, preferres this of Malta before that of France ; ſoa Þ 
time working an impreſſion in his thoughts, and hisfathers delire a kinde of naturall 
command in his wil,and of filial obedience in his reſolution, he at laſt reſolves on Mate Þ 
But as neither of theſe two enterpriſes of young Caſtelnovo 1s plealing, but diſtaſtfull to Þ 
his young and faire Lady Perina;Soif her affliction and miſery be ſuch,as of the two her Þ | 
huſband muſt needes attempt and proſecute one, then fith he may goe into Fraxce by Þ | 

| 

| 

{ 


land, and cannotto Ma/tz, but by ſea,ſhee at laſt, with an inforced willingnetile (fymps Þ 

thizing with his firſtinclination) likewiſe delireth that the object of his journey, and Þ 

the period of his Voyage bee France, and not Malt; as relying rather in hearing from | 
him to ſtand at the ſpeed and fidelity of a Poſt, thenat the inconſtancie of the windes, Þ 
and the mercy of the ſeas. Soall things prepared and ready for his Voyage, Perizaim- Þ : 
portunately begging, and her huſband Caſtelnovo confidently promiling his ſpeedy re- Þ | 
turne;ſhe conducting bim over the Hill to Vzafranca in her Coach,they there, with ma- || + 
ny reciprocall kiſſes, fighes and teares,take leave each of other;he imbarking himſelfe Þ | 
upon a Frexch GaHey, bound from Marſe/es to Malta, (which ſtopt there accidentally) | | 
and ſhe. committig him to the auſpicious favour of the wind and tea, very forrowtully þ | 
returnes for Nice. | 

"Thus leaving the ſonne ffoating and watting on the ſeas, letus againe returne to his 
unnaturall and beaſtly father, who ſeeing his wite gone to heaven,and his ſonto Malta, | 
and all things hitherto to ſucceed according to his laſciviousdetires, doth now ailure 
himſelfe;that either by faire or foule meanes he will reape his pleaſure of his beautifull | | 
1 daughter 


| cretly 
\ | Father with teares then Ink, writes him theſe few lines : 
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daughter in law Periz. To which endhe-gives her the'fole governement and ſuperin- 
tendance of his houſe, with intent and 'hope the ſooner togoverne,and furer to com- 
mand her:&.ſo forgetting modefty,&hisluftgivinga law to his conſcience, fifteen dates 
are ſcarce paſt,till-tinding herinher chamber playing on her Lute, he after ſome pauſes, 
coughes, and killes, bewrayes and vomiteth her forth his'fervent affection and detire. 

But for mine-owne part, highly diſdaine to poltnte and vilifie this Hiſtory with the 
obſcene.and laſcivious fpeeches,wherewith this old Techer Caſtelnovo courts this young 
Lady Perina his daughter in law, as holding them as unworthy of my relation,as of my 
Readers knowledge; of my modeſt pen, as of their chaſt eares,onely judging of their 


| nature and quality by their effects. The beaſtlineſle and unex pectednefle thereof; firſt 
made Perina extremely bluſh for ſhame and cholter,and then immediately againe looke 
pale with gricfe and difdaine. when notable to brooke, or hearken to his lewd ſpee- 


ches,much lefleghts hatefull preſence, fhe.in the'defence and preſervation of her chaſti- 
ty, which ſhe preferred before her life,giving him a ſharpe anfwer,and a bitter deniall, 


| andgrieving to'ſee a father ſogracelefle and impious,to feek to defile his own ſons bed 


1nher diſhonour, ſhee throwes away her Lutezand fo very haſtily and chollerickly a- 
bandoneth his prefence,and her owne chamber. At whch he bites his lip for rage,and 
hangs down his head for indignationBat at laſt, ſin & thedivell raigning in him,makes 


{ thathe will not take this her firſt repulſe for his haſt anſwer and denyall:bur refolute to 
| perſevere 1n hislubricitic,hee in every walke,garden and roome,frequentsand haunts 
© heras herghoſt,as thinking toobtaine that from her through hisimportunity,which he 


could not by his perſwaſion;butthis his 1mpudency ſhall nor prevaille. 
Now as his ſinfullmotion infinitely grieved her , ſo his perſeverance and importu- 
pacie therein doth doubly affli&t and torment her : how to-appeaſe this ſtorme', to 


{ quench thefire of his luſt, and deface the remetibrance and feeling of her griefe, ſhe 


knowes not. For alas, alas, ſhee is founhappy, as her owne father Arcoxeto, and her 


| Aunt Doxnnica are at St. Tohy de Marerzerre, her (weet and deare huſband in Maltz, and 
| hermother inlaw 4 the Lady Fid:lia in heaven 3 ſoasſhee hath hs intimate nor ſecret 
| familiars, nor any boſome friend toreveale theſe her ſorrowes and afflictions. Once 
| {heethought to ſkeale away from Nice, fo to paſſe the Mountaines,aiid to flye backeto 
| Saint Toh de Mawriene © but apaine conſidering the diſhonour, and(withall, the danger 
| toundertake this journey, as alſo the cold reception and entertainement ſhee ſhould 
| there finde of her owne hard hearted father, who would rather deride.then pitty her 


| afflictions : ſheealtereth this her reſolution, and fo reſolves a little Ipngerto ſtay in 
| Nice, hoping and praying,that God would reCtifie her father in law Caſtehrovs'sj | 
. ment, and reforme the errours of his lafcivious thoughts and deſires. - And [o for 

| herpart, hating the father asmuch as ſhe loved the fotine het xy ny he could not 
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beemore prodigall ofhis lewd ſpeeches; and tentitions to het , then ſhee was of her 


| hes and teares to underſtand and repell them. A thoufand times ſhee wiſheth her 
e 


fe in Malta, with the Knight her huſband, or he in Nice with her : and could her bo- 


{ dyſo ſoone have flowne or failed thither as her thoughts, hee had long ſince injoyed 
| the happinefle of her preſenceand ſhe the felicity of his fathers abſence. But fith thee 
| is too miſerable to be ſo fortunate, ſhe hath yet this conſolation left her to ſweetenthe 
| bitterneſle of her atfitctions, and this hop: to teviveand comfdore her againſt her de- 


ſpaire,that her Letter may procure his ſpeedy returne from Maltd to Nice. Whereon re- 
ialving.alchough the occaſion and grounds thereof were as ſtrange as ſhamefull.ſhe ſe- 


LOR 


ealesto her chamber,and locking her doors to her,takes her penand paper,and 


2 PERINA to CASTEL NOVO, 
 Lihough mine eyes art heart can better weepe and ſigh for mint affliions , then my pert 
A depaint theme, yet I ſhould infinitly wrons thee in my ſelfe, and my felfe in thee, if 1 in- 


forme 
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forme theenot by this wy Letter(theſecret Ambaſſadour of my heart) that my affetin1: ſepa, 
ard mine honour requires thy ſpeedy returne to mezT would unlocke thee this myſtery,and make 
mort obvious & apparant to the eye of thine underſtanding,but that mine own modeſty .,and ay- 
dthers ſhame commands my pen to ſilence herein. And againe,my teares ſo confuſedly and mouy, 


filly interrupt my ſighes, they my teares, and both my perr,as although T have the will, yet Ir.» 


the power toinlarge thee. Onely my deare Caſtelnovo, if ever thy Perina were deare to thee, 


make ber happy with thy fight , who deemes her ſelfe not onely miſerable, but accrſed in thy 


ſence.For till Nice be thy Malta, Heaven may,Earth cannot rejoyce me. 
PERINA. 


Having written this her Letter, ſhee findes a confident and intimate friend of her 
huſtands, a Gentleman named Sezgnior Benedetto Sabia, who undertakes the ſafe con- 
veyance, and ſecret delivery thereof into Malta to Caſtelnovo - ſo giving it him with 
ſtore of gold , to defray the charge of his journey, asalfo a paire of gold bracelets 
for a token to her Knight and huſband, hee imbarkes for G2woxa, ſo to Naples, and from 
thence in a Neopolitan Galley,arrives in ſhort time, to the renowned and famous Ile of 
Malta, the inexpugnable Bulwarke of Chriſtendome , and the curbe and bridle of au- 
dacious inſulting Txrky, where finding out the Knight Seignzor Franciſco de Caſtelnow, 
hce effectually and fairely delivers him his Ladiesletter, bracelets, and meſlage, who 
withdrawing himſelfe to a window, hath no ſooner broken up the ſeales and read the 


letter, but hee 13 at firſtmuch — at the unexpected nevwes therof : hee reads 


it ore againe and againe, and findes it fo obſcure, as hee cannot gather or conceive 
her meaning therein , but atlaſt conſtruing it onelyto bee a wile and fetch of her af- 
fection, to re-fetch and call him hometo Nice to her : hee loath as yet to loſe anda 
bandon his hopes of preferment in that Tland , which now the great Maſter hath pro- 
miſed;him, diſpatcheth S4abia becke for Nice,and plucking oft a rich Emerauld from hi 
finger,delivers it him for his LadyPerina,as a,;token of his dear and fervent affeftion,and 
with'it a letter in anſwer of hers. | 
_ Inthe 7zterizzof Sabiahis abſence to Malta, our old laſcivious Baron Caſtelyonuis 
not1idlein Nice, 1n ſtill ſeeking to draw our Lady Periza to his adulterous deſire , and 
will, yea, - hee is become ſo obſcene in his requeſts and — they not onelyex- 
ceed wana] , but civility,ſoasſhee (poore Lady) can finde no truce , nor obtaine a- 
ny,intermiſlion from theſe his beaſtly ſollicitations 3 but reſolving ſtill to preſerve her 
honour with her life, her pure chaſtity ſhines cleerer in the middeſt of theſe his im- 
pure temptations, then the Sunne doth, being invironed and incompaſled with many 
obſcure'clouds : but ſhee thinkes every houre a yeare, before ſhee ſee her Knight C- 
ſtelnovo ſafely returned from Malta, when lo, Sabiaarriving at Vi//afranca, trips over 
to Nice, and underſtanding Periza privately bolted np in her Chamber, hee repaires to 
her, and there delivers her,ker Knight Caſtelnovo's Ringand Letter,although not him- 
ſelte;zwhen tearing offthe Seales,ſhe therein findes theſe words: 


CASTELNOVO to PERINA. 


IM: faire and deare Perina, the knowledge of thy ſighes and teares the more afflif and 
grieve mee , in reſpect I am ignorant whence they proceed, or what occaſioned them:'tis 
true;thy affeFion deſerves my returne,and the preſervation of thin: hononr.not onely to requeſt, 
but to require and command it + but Tamſo aſſured ofthat , and ſo confident of this,as I know 
thou wilt carry the firſt to thy grave, aud the ſecond to heaven. $0, if any one ſence my depar- 
ture have ſalne in love with thy beauty,thou muſt not finde it ſtrange, much leſſe grieve thereat, 


ſeth the excellencie thereof hath power, not onely to captivate one but many : yea the conſidera- 


tion thereof ſhould rather rejoyce;then afflid thee, ſith whatſoever hee bee, the ſhame in the end 
will remaine his, and the glory thine. But deare andſweet Lady, I thinke thine honour is onely 
the pretext and thy affeFion the cauſe, ſo earneſtly to deſtre my returne: whereunto I would we - 
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linaly conſent, but that the dayly expeFance of my preſerment mult « little longer detaine we 
here : onely this is my reſolution, andT pray let it be thy aſſurance, Twill diſpatch my affaires - 


| berewith all pojſuble expedition,and ſhall never thintke my ſelfe happy,till Tre-imbarke from Mal- 


ta,and land at Nice. 
CASTELNOVO. 


Having ore-read her Letter,ſhe,the better to diſſermble her ſectet paſſions and griefes; 


| very courteoully conferres with Sabza - of whom having for that time thankfully taken 


her leave; ſhe for meere ſorrow and affliction;throwes herſelfe on her bed, from thence 


| onthe floore, to ſee her hopes deceived of her husbands teturnez and now ſhe knowes 


neither what to ſay or doe in this her miſery and perplexity: for ſhe ſes that her father iti 
lawesobſtinacy, and conſequently her ſorrow growes from bad to worſe, that hee is ſo 
farre from reclayming,as he is reſolute in his laſciviousand beaſtly ſolicitations:So that 
ſeeing his faire ſpeeches and entreaties cannot prevaile with her, he exchangeth his re- 
folution and former language, and ſo addes threats to his requeſts, and frownes to his 
ſmiles, as If force ſhould extort and obtaine that, which faire meanes could not, yea, 
and ſometimeshe intermingleth and adminiſtreth her ſuch heart-killing menaces;, as 
ſhe hath-now reaſon not onely to doubt of his luſt, but alſo to feare hisrevenge: which 
con{idering,ſhee,as well to preferve her honour, as to provide forthe ſafety of her life, 
will once againe prove the kindneſſe of her owne unkind father 4rcozetv, ahd ſodeter- 


| mineth to leave Nzce, and to flye unto Saint Fohn de Mauriene : now to affiſt herand ac- 


company her in this herſecret eſcape, ſhee thinkes none ſo fit as Sabia,who for her hus- 
bands affection, and her owne vertues, willingly conſenteth to her : ſo ſhee preparing 


| herapparell,and he her traine,they ina darke night(when pale faced Cynthia veloped 


her ſelfe in a multitude of black and obſcure clouds, purpoſely to affiſt and favour her 
in this her laudable & honourable flight) take horſe,and ſo with great expedition paſſe 
the Mountaines, and recover Saint John de Mawriene 3 where though ſhee beenot truly 
welcome to her owne father Arconeto, ' yet her honour and her life are truely ſecured 
from the luſtand revenge of her laſcivious father in law Caſftelnovo: nevertheleſle the 
cauſe and manner of her eſcape, but chiefly the conſideration of her husbands abſence 
nthe paſlage of this buſineſle,doth ſtill ſo bitterly affif her,as ſhe is become pale and 
fickely : whereupon ſhee is reſolute, once againe to ſend backe Sabia to Maltato her 
knight and husband, with a ſecond letter, in hope it may effeCt and-procure his return, 


| which herfirſt could not : and focalling for pen-agd paper,ſhe traceth thereon theſe 
| fewlines. 


PERINA to CASTELNOVO. 


_ thou wilt not leave Malta, to ſee Nice for my ſake, Thave left Nice,to live or rather to 
dye in Saint Tohn de Mauriene for thine - tis true, my affetion hath deſired thy returne, 
which thou haſt tot granted me: tis as true, that one, to whom Natare hath given a prime an 
fnenlar intereſt in thee, and thee in him, hathſonght the defloration of mine honour, which my 
heart and dutie have denied him. Thou art confident of :ny affe@ion to thee © if thine had beene 
ſo faithfull and fervent to my ſelfe,neither ſea nor land had had power to ſeparate us. If avy pre- 
ferment be dearer to thee then my life,ſtay in Malta : or if my life bee dearer thert it,then returne 
to Saint Tohn de Mauriene,where thou mayeſt finde me,for in Nice Twill not be found of thee. 
Hadft thou'not purpoſely miſtaken the tauſe for the pretext in my importunity of thy returne, T 
would have digeſted it with farre more content,and lſſe affliion : but ſthne1ther my affedion, 
or honour hath power to effe@ it, at leaſt let the regard of my life, ſith that will not accompany 
me, if thou ary longer abſent thy ſelfe from me-make therefore haſte to ſee 1 Petina, ifever 
thei thinke to ſee her againezand let her beare this one content to OO that ſhe tray diſcloſe 
thee a ſectet, =m but ts thy ſelfe,ſhe will conceale from all the world. <a | 
oe | PERINA: 

| Whiles 
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W hiles $abi4 is againe ſpeedihg towards Malta with Perina's ſecond Letter to her hus 


band Caſtelnowo,we will a little ſpeak of old Caftelnevo the father,who ſeeing his daugh- 
ter in law Perima fled, and conſequently his hopes. with her,he is extreamely perplexed 
and affiicted hcreat : All the houſe and City is ſought for her, and he himſelfe breaks 
oFthe locks of her Chamber-doore, where he findes the neſt, butthe bird flowne a. 
way.her bed,but not herſclfe - ſo as his thoughts doubly torment and aſtoniſh him, firſ 
to be fruſtrated of his hopesand deſires toinjoy her, then, becauſe ſhee will bewray his 
laſcivious ſhite and affeCtion to her Husband his ſonne, which of all fides will procure 
him not onely ſhame, but infamy  yea,now it 18,although before he would not,that hee 
ſees his errour,and vanity, in attempting tomake ſhipwracke of her honour and chaſtz 
ty, which isthe glory, and ſhould bee the Palladium of Ladies : but it is toolate tore. 
cover her againe : And'therefore although hee know how to repent, yet heis ignorant 
how to remedy or redeeme it, fith his attempt and enterpriſe was not onely odiousto 
God. but iafamhous to men, oppoſite to Grace, and:repugnant and contradictory to Nx 
ture.Beſides,this his laſtfull folly proceeding from him(ſelfe;, looks two wayes, and hath 
adoublerefledtion,firſt on Perin.ithe wite.thenon Caftelnovo her husband;and his owne 
ſenne, who,be is aſlured will be all fire hereat 3 yea, this crime of hisis of ſo high and 
beaſtly a nature,as hee knowes net what to ſay to him, or how tolooke him in the face, 
when he ſball arrive from Malta, which his guilty'conſcience tels him will bee ſhortly; 
neither doth the Calculation or Arithmeticke of his feare deceive him: for by this time 
is S$abaagaine arrivedat Malta, where he delivers Cafteleovo his wifes ſecond Letter; the 
which doth fo nettle and ſting his heart to the quicke, at the bitter and unexpettad 
newes it relates, as he eſteemes himſclfe no longer himſelfe, becauſe hee is not with his 
deare wife,who is the one halfe,yeathe greateſt part of himſelfe. Wherefore,admirinp 
who1n Nice, yea, in his fathers houſe ſhould bee fo impudently laſcivious; to ſeeketo 
blemiſh his honour, in that of his Ladies, hee making her fighes and teares his, withall 
pon nary and haſte providesfor his departure from Malta; and yet his love, his feare, 
or both conducing and concurring in one , makes him inſtantly reſolve to diſpatch 
and returne $4b7a,as the harbinger to proclaime his comming : the which he doth, and 
chargeth him with this Letter to his faire wife,and deare Lady Perina : 


CASTELNOVO to PERINA. 


Hy ſudden departure frox Nice to Saint Tohn de Mauriene doth equally afflief & amms 
me: T burne with deſtre, to know as well the Author, as the Cauſe thereof, that I may likes 
wiſe know how to right thee.in revenging my ſelfe of him. I have thought it fit toreturne Seig- 
nior Sabia againe to thee, as ſoone as he arrived to me,being ready within two dayes to inbark as 
timely as himſelfe 5 ſo that if winde and Seahate me not too much,in more loving and favouring 
him, 1 am confident to bring and deliver thee my ſelfe,as ſoone as he ſhall thee this my Letter:and 
judge whether Tſpeake it from my heart and ſoule:ſith the eſtimation of thy love, and the preſer- 
vation of thine honour :1ake me already deeme minutes moneths, and houres yeares, till my pre- 
ſence be made happy with thine.I come. faire Perina,ſweet wife and deere Lady, Tcome 5 an4if 
Heaven prove propitions to my moſt religious prayers and deſires hereon earth, our meeting ſhall 
be ſhortly as ſweet and happy.as onr parting was bitter andſorrowfull. 


CASTELNOVO. 


" Soaccording to this hisLetter, as firſt S$abza imbarkes from Maltato Nice, before 

himyſo he likewiſe arrives at Gezonathe day after he did at Nice,from whence poaſting 
ore the Mountaines, - hee arrives at S$aizt Tohr de Mayriene, where, at his fatherin law 

Arconetoes houſe, he findes his deare and ſweet Lady Perina, who every minute of time, 
with much impatient longing and deſire, expected his arrivall (as having the en” 
ore 
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fore received his ſecon and laſt Lettzr by $4biz, which advertiſed her thereof )fo like 
true and faithfall Turtle Doves, eſte-ming each others preſence their moſt ſoveraigne 
felicitie, they fall to their billing and kitles, to informe themſelves hoy ſweet this their 
tappy meeting was each toother. ' And here our Knight Caſtelnovo cannot bee ſo cu= 
rious or haſty to inquire, as his Lady Perina was to relate the caufe of her ſudden de- 
mure from Nice to Saint Tohj: de Mayriene,occaſioned by the unnaturall luſt and laſci- 
viouſneſke of his Father (as wee have formerly underſtood) the which , with many 
ſghesand teares, (hee depaints forth to him in all its circumſtances and colours. He is 
amazed at this {range and unexpected newes,and far the more to thinke that his owne 
father ſhould(in the winter of his age)attempt or ſeeke to defile his honour and bed, in 
che-perſon of this his faire 'and chaſt Lady Periza:hee wondereth to ſee fo little grace 
inſo many:yeares, and thatif Nature had not, yet Religion ſhould have had power 
to'baniſh theſe laſcrvious thoughts from his heart and memory : ſo with out-ſpred 
arnes he tenderly.imbraceth and kifleth her, highly extolling her chaſtity,and applau- 
ding the diſcreet carriage of hereſcape : being himſelfe reſolute to ſtayin Sit Tohr: 
& Mantiene with her' father Arconeto, and not to returne to Nice to his owne father Ca- 
vo.” ' But hee ſhall as foone infringe as make this his reſolution ; for by this rime 
his father underſtanding of firs Sonnes returne from Malta,” to Saint Tohn de Mauriene, 
and knowing: that his Lady Perira had not. fail'd tobewray him his laſcivions ſuitand 
defire,attempted againſt her honour.as alſo grieving at the remembrance of his former 
folly and futureſhame,in knowing what a foule ſcandall both it and his ſonnes abſence 
would procureand ingender him4he refolves to confeflehiscrime, and ſo by the medi- 
ationof a perſwafive and; fatisfying Letter, to indeavour to reclaime them againe from 
Saint Fohn.de Mauriene to Nice'': when calling for pen-and paper, hee writes theſe few 
infuing lines;and ſends them his Sonne'by-a Gentleman of his: - | 


lt ': CASTELNOVO to his Sonne CA'STELNOVO. 


Ant as glad of thy arrivall from Malta”, as ſorrowfwll For thy abſente from Nice' : and ſith 
"to deny 3s to redouble our erronrs and imperfe@ tons, Twill not go further then my ſelfe to finde 
the cauſe thereof, ſth 1 know that my laſcrvious and gructleſſe attempt againſt the bononr of thy 
chaſt Lady , hath drawne thee to this reſolution + but now I write it to my future comfort. ' as 
mich as T conceived it to my former ſhame , that Grace hath vanquiſhed Nature; and Reli- 
gon uſt in mee © ſo as T an at preſent not onely ſorrowfull, but repentant for that crime of mine 


| which T ng more remember but with horrour, nor thinke of, but with deteſt ation.” My ſoule hath: 


made my peace with God, and my heart deſtres to recontrat it both with thy ſelfe audher 5 and 
« Thope hee will forget it, ſo Tbeſeech you both to forgive it mee, being 'ready to vonfirate this 
mreconciliation as well with my tongue as pen- Wherefore fith thowart the ſole prop of my age 
and comfort of my life, make mee not ſo unfortunate or miſerable, t6 be tax'd withthe ſcandall 
of my ſhame, and thy abſences but bring backe thy Lady with thee : for here T profeſſe before Hea:. 
ven and Earth, that Twill henceforth as much honour her for her chaſtity,as heretofore I laſcivt- 
only ſought to betray and violate ite LAT 

| CASTELNOYO. 


This vertuous and religious Letter ofthe Father prevailes with the Sonne » and his 
faire and chaſt Lady 3 ſo as their ſecrecies and diſcretions haſh up this bulineſſe in ſi- 


| ence, and within eight dayes they both returne from Sarnt Tohn de Mauriene to Nice :: 


where they are courteouſly welcomed, and reſpectively received and entertayned of 
their father , whoſe contrition for his former folly is outwardly ſo great ; as hee hath 
teares in his eyes atthe remembrance thereof : ſoas making good the promiſe of his. 
Letter, he very penitently and ſorrowfully implores their pardonand remiſſion;which 
they inſtantly grant him with as much willingneſſe asalacrity: So the report and 


thought hereofis obſcured and vaniſhed;as if it had never beenzand all things and par- 
; @ ties 
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_ rrically different and opp 


ries ſo reconciled, as tocommon{cnſenothing inthe world is capable to trouble the 
tranquillity ofthis reconciliation and atonement. But alas,alas, we ſhall very briefly ſee 
the contrary : For old Caſtelnove the Father,notwithſtanding all theſe religious promis 
ſes, and {incere {hewesof repentance and teares,is ſo farfrom being the man he ſeeme 
to bee, asalthough he have made hispeace with his Sonne and Daughter, yet, ay mee, 
I write it with griete, hee hath not with his conſcience, nor his ——— with Gud: 
for although he have a chaſt and religious tongue, yet he {till retaineth a laſciyious and 
adulterate heart; yea,hee is ſo farre from converſion and .reformation,as the inew ſight 
and reviewofthe Lady Perina's freſh and delicate beauty doth reviye thoſe ſparkes 
and refreſh thoſe flames of his luſt, which ſeemed to bee raked up in:the embers of het 
abſence. And what is this, but tobee a Chriſtian in ſhew, and a miſcreant inefte&y 
hide a foule foule under afaire face?and to make Religion-and Hypocnfie, a fatall and 
miſerablecloke for his-villany 2 But though he diſſemble with God, yet we ſball ſee, 
and hee finde;/ that God will notdiflemble with him 5 andin thinking;to betray God, 
Satanin theend will betray him. /The manner 1s thus:  ' ————— | 
As hee refumeshisoldfuit, and newly burnes in love and luſtfull defire, to erefithe 
T ropheesvf his laſciwious and inceſtuous pleaſures upgnithe ruines of bis Daughtetin 
lawes chaſtityand honour 3 fohee hkewile ſees itimpoſſible:to thinke to performe, or 
hope to accompliſh it, as long as his fonne her huſband livestand therefore, loſing his 
:ndetnentedber in che Labyrinth of her beauty,or in the'turbulent Ocean of his own 
concupiſcence and luſt, he,contrary-tgithe rules of Grace; and the lawes and principle 
ofhature; ſwapsa bargaine with the-Divell to poyſon him:To which end, toſhew bis 
ſelfe the monſter of meti,-:and the bloudieſt preſident of a moſt degenerate Father, 
which this, or many precedent ages eyer praduiced or afforded,he heckne recour 
to his Helliſh Agent 7eraxtha, in favour of five/tundred Ducats, to fend the Sonneiinto 
Heaven after the Mother, and to make him equall with her, as in nature, ſo in (the diſ- 
ſolution therecf) deaths, A bloudy deſigne, :aand mournfull project, which wee ſhal 
preſently be inforced to ſee atted upon the Theater of this Hiſtory. 
But Jerartha ts at fir{tlo repentanty. for the death of the mother,as ſhe will not conf 
to thatof the Sonne. And had {he continued in this religious reſolution, ſhee had liv 


. more fortunately,.and not died fomiſcrably and ſhamefully, as wee ſhall briefely ſe 


For our ald Lecher Caſtelnovs, her Maſter, ſeeing his Gald could not this ſecond time 
prevaile with zerartha, being equally inflamedas well with luſt to Perina, as with ma: 
lice and revenge tobisSonne Caſtelnrovo her huſband, he is ſo implacable therein, ashe 
promiſeth to marry her, if ſhee will attempt and performeit. ' Soalthough his firft bat 
tery fayled,,. yet his ſecand doth. not : For the Devill had made her fo ambitious df 
greatneſſe and:honour,that ofa ſimple wayting Gentlewoman to become a great Lady, 
ſhee confentshereunto. and, which is a thouſand pitties to report, within leſle then 
ſixe dayes'performes:tt'.3, when(God knowes) the innocencie of this harmeleſſeyoung 


Gentleman his fonne never dreamt or ſuſpected it. 


At the of this his ſudden death, his Lady Perizais ready to dye for griefes ye 
todrowne her ſelfe in the 0cear and deluge of her tearesztearing her haire,and ſtriving 
to deface the excellencie of her beauty, with a kinde of careleſle negle&. as if ſhe were 
reſolute not to ſurvive him. And ifthe Lady Perinabewrayed many deplorable de 
monſtrationsofſorrow:for the death of her huſband,no leſle doth his father Caftelnovv 
for that of his ſonne 3 _ their griefes (conformable to their paſſions) are diame* 

ite : for hers werefervent and true , as proceeding from 

the ſinceritie of her affection 5 and his hypocriticall and fajgned, as derived from the 
profundityof his malice and revenge towards him. And not to tranſgreſk from the D*- 
cor and truth of our Hiſtory,old Caſtel/novo could not fo artificially beare and over 
vaile his ſorrowes for his Sonnes death , but (the premiſes cenflne our youlg 
afflicted widdow and Lady vehemently ſuſpecteth hee hath a hand therem ; and like* 
wiſe partly beleeves that 7erantha is likewiſe accellary and ingaged therein, lnaufeet 
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helookes more aloft, and is growne more familiar with her Lord and Maſter than be” 
re. And indeed as her ſorrowes increaſe her jealouſie, ſo her jealoufie throwes her 
-ntoa paſſionate and violent reſolution of Revenge, both againſt him and her, if ſhee 
an bee futurely aſlured that they had murthered and poyſoned the Knight her huſ- 


nd. 
w_ to be aſſured hereof, ſhe thus reaſoneth with ker ſelfe; thar if her Father in 
Law were the Murtherer of his Sonne her Husband, his malice and hatred to him pro- 
:eeded from his beaſtly luſt to her ſelfez and that hee now diſpatched, hee would a- 
aine ſhortly revive and renew his old laſcivious ſuit to her : which if he did,ſhe vowes 
totake a ſharp and cruell Revenge of him, which ſhee will limit with no lefle than his 
death. And indeed wee ſhall not goe farre to ſee the event and truth anſwer her ſuſpi- 
ton. For within a moneth or two after her husband was laid in hisuntimely grave, his 
od luſtfull and laſcivious Father doth againe burſt and vomit forth his beaſtly ſollici- 
ations againſt her chaſtitie and honour : which obſerving, ſhee ſomewhat difdaine- 
fully __ coyly puts him off, but yet not ſo paſſionately nor chollerickely as before, 
onely of purpoſe to make him the more eager in his purſuit, thereby the berter to draw 
him to her lure, thatſhee might perpetrate her malice, and act her Revenge on him, 
and ſo make his death the object of her rage and indignation, as his luſt and malice 
yerethe cauſe of the ſorrowes of herlife. But unfortunate and miſerable Lady, what 
a bloudy and helliſh enterprize doeſt thou ingage thy ſelfein, and why hath thy af- 
feftion ſo blinded thy conſcience and ſoule, to make thy ſelte the Authour and A- 
four of ſo mournefull and bloudy a Tragedy? For alas, alas, ſweet Perina, I know 
not whether more to commend thy affection tothy Husband, or condemne thy cruel! 
malice intended to his Father. For, O griefe! O pitie! where are thy Vertues, 
where is thy Religion, where thy conſcience, thy ſoule, thy God, thus to give thy 
ſelfe over to the helliſh tentations of Satan 2 Thou which heretofore fled'ſt from 
adulterie, wilt thou now follow murther ? or becauſe thy heart would not bee acceſ- 
arie to that, ſhall thy ſoule bee now ſo irreligious and impious, to be guiltie of this ? 
But as her Father in Law 1: reſolute in his Juſt towards her, ſo is ſhee I:;kewiſe in her 
revenge towards him, and farre the more, in that ſhee perceives Jerantha's great belly 
ſufficiently proclaimes that ſhee hath plaid the Strumpetz and which is worſe, ſhee 
fares, with her execrable and wretched Father in Law : fo as now no longer able 
to ſtop the furious and impetuous current of her revenge, ſhee is ſo gracelefle and 
bloudy , as ſhee vowes firſt to diſpatch the Lord and Maſter , then the Wayting- 
Gentlewoman , as her thoughts and ſoule ſuggeſt her they had done firſt the Mo- 
ther, then the Sonne : ſo impious are her thoughts, fo inhumane and bloudy her re- 
ſolutions. 

Now in the 7zterim of this time the old Lecher her Father is againe become impu- 
dent and importunate in his ſuit. So our wretched Lady Periza degenerating from her 
former yertues, and indeed from her ſelfe, ſhee, after many requeſts and ſollicitations, 
verie feignedly ſeemes to yeeld, and {irike faile to his deſire 3 butindeed with a bloudy 
tent to diſpatch him out of this world. So having concluded this finfull fatall Match, 
there wants nothing but the finiſhing and accompliſhing thereof : onely they differ in 
themanner and circumſtances : the Father is deſirous to goe to the Daughter in Lawes 
bed, the Daughter to the Father in Lawes3 but both conclude that the night, and nor 
the day ſhall give end to this laſcivious and beaſtly buſinefle; his reaſon 1s, to avoyd 
the jealouſie and rage of 7eraxtha, whom now, although ſhee bee neere her time of de- 
Iverance, he refuſeth to marrie her 3 but the Lady Perina's, if that ſhe may pollute and 
ſtaine his owne bed with his bloud, and not hers; but eſpecially, becauſe ſhee ma 
have the fitter meanesto ſtab and murther him : and hereon they conclude. To which 
end, not onely the night, butthe houre is appointed betwixtthem : which being come, 
and Caftelnowo in bed, burning with impatience and defire for her arrivall, hee thinking 
onnothing but his beaſtly pleaſures, nor ſhe, but on her cruell malice and revenge / Fre 
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——G_ nters his chamber, but not in her night, but her day attire, having a Piſa Ponyar 


cloſein her ſleeve 3 when having bolted his Chamber doore, becauſe none ſhould gi 
vert her from this her bloudy defigne 3 ſhee approaching his bed, and hee lifting hin. 
ſelfe up purpoſely to welcome and kifle her, ſhee ſeeing his breſt open and naked, like 
an incenſed Furie, drawes out her Ponyard, and uttering theſe words : Thoy wretchy, 
Fhore-maſter and Murtherer, this C6 of mine owne honour, and the death of my deare Knigh 
and hyzband, thy ſonne. And ſo ſtabbing him at the heart with many blowes ſhee kill 
him ſtarke dead, and leaves him recking in his hot bloud, without giving him time t 
ſpeake a word; onely hee fetcht a ſcreeke and a groane or two, as his foule tooke her 
laſt farewell of his body. Which being over-heard of the ſervants of the houſe, they 


| aſcend his chamber, and finde our inhumane Perizaifluing foorth, all gored with the 


effuſion of his bloud, having the bloudy Ponyard, which was the tatall Inſtrument o 
this cruell Murther in her hand. They are amazed at this bloudy and mournefull ſpe. 
Qacle : ſothey ſeize on her, and the report hereof flying thorow the Citie, the Crimi. 
nall Judges that night cauſe her to bee impriſoned for the fact, which ſhe is reſolved no 
way to deny, but toacknowledge, as rather glorying than grieving thereat. 

Jerantha, at the verie firſt underſtanding hereof, vehemently ſuſpects that hertyy 
poyſoning Murthers will now come tolight; and ſo, as great as her belly is, ſhee, to 
provide for her ſafetie, verie ſecretly ſtealesaway to a deare friends houlc of hers inthe 
Citie, which now from all parts rattleth and re{oundeth of this cruell and unnatural 
Murther 3 yea, it likewiſe paſleth the A4Jpes, and is ſpeedily bruited and knowne in Saint 
Tohn de Manriene,where although her father Arconeto would never heretofore ate her, 
= henow exceedingly grieves at this her bloudy attempt and imminent danger : but 


er irregular aftection, and inhumane revenge, will not as yet permit her conlciencety 


informe and ſhew her the hainouſneſle of her cruell and bloudy fa&. But God will be 
more mercifull to her and her ſoule. 

Some two dayes after ſhee 1s arraigned for the ſame, where ſhee freely confeſſethit 
having nothing toalledge for her excuſe, but that ſhee perfefly knew, that her Father 
in Law Caſtelzovo and hisStrumpet Ferantha had at Jealt poyſoned the Knight her hf 
band, if not likewiſe the Lady F;delia his mother 3 the which although they had ſome 
reaſon and ground to ſuſpeCt, becauſe of 7erartha's ſudden flight, yet fith this could no 
way 41minith, or extenuate her Murther of her Father in Law, they condemne our ur- 
fortunate Lady Perinato be hanged, and ſo re-{end her to priſon, to prepare her ſelfeto 
dye. But the advice of ſome, andthe friend{hip and compaſlion of others, as pityt 
her youth and beautie, and commending her chaſtitie and affettion to her Knight an 
#4 1-1 nn 7 and per{wade her to appeale from the Sentence of the Court of Niee, 
to the Senate of Chambery (which is the Soveraigne and Capitall of Savoy) whither wee 
ſhall ſhortly ſee her conducted and brought. 

In which meane time letus obſerve the wonderfull juſtice and providence of God 
ſhewed likewiſe upon this execrable Waiting-gentlewomrn 7erantha, for ſo cruelly 
poyſoning the Lady Fidelia,and the Knight Caſtelnovo her Sonne 3 who, although ſearch 
wereeverie where made for her, =_ {hee having hufht her ſelfe up privately, albeit her 

bloudy thoughts and guiltie conſcience for the ſame continually torture and torment 
her, yetſhee is ſoimpious and graceleſle, as ſheeno way feares the danger of the Law, 
and much lefle the ſevere tempeſt of Gods indignation and revenge, which now not- 
withſtanding inthe middeſt of her ſecuritie will, according to her bloudy deſerts and 
crimes, ſuddenly ſurpriſe and overtake her : for now this accident of her Lord Caftel- 
z0v0's Murther, and of the Lady Perina's impriſonment; or to ſpeake more properly and 
truly, of Gods facred decree and divine judgement, throwes her into the ſharp and bit- 
ter paines of travell-for child 3 with whoſe heart-killing gripes and conyulfions, ſhee is 
ſo miſerably tortured and tormented, as ſhee her ſelfe, her Mid-wife, and all the wo- 
men neere her. judge and thinke itimpoſlible for her to eſcape death - when ſeeing no 
bope of life, and that already her pangs and torments had made ber but as it were the 
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rery image and anatomy of death, ſhee begins to looke from linne torepentance,from 
Farth to Heaven,and from Satan to Godzand fo taking on and alluming a Chriſtian re- 
lution,ſhe will not charge her ſoule with the concealing of this fingle Adultery, much 
fe of her double Murthers ; but very penitently confeſleth all, as well it, as them; and 
{© commits her ſelfe to the unparaleld & mercilelle merciesof her painesand torments, 
hoping they will ſpeedily ſend her trom this world toa better.But her adultery & mur- 
hers are ſuch odious and execrable crimes in Gods light, as he will free her frem theſe 
langers of child-birth, and becauſe worthy, will reſerve her for a ſhamefull and infa- 
nous death. So ſhe is ſafely delivered of a young ſon, who is more faire then happy, as 
leing the off-ſpring of laſcivious parents, and the i{[ue of an adulterous bed ; and by 
Gods providence and her owne confeſſion, ſhe,for theſe her beaſtly and bloudy crimes” 
the ſecond day committed to priſon, and the third hang'd and burnt in Nice, and her 

aſhes throwne into the aire. A juſt reward and puniſhment for ſo helliſh and inhumane 

:Gentlewoman 5 who though otherwiſe ſhee ſhewed many teſtimonies and ſignes of 
Repentance at her end, yet her crimes were ſo foule and odiousto the World, asat her 

death ſhe was ſo miſerable, as ſhe found not one ſpeCtatour, either to weepe for her,or 

tolament, or condole with her. 

And now to ſhut up this Hiſtory , letus carry our curioſities and expectations from 
Nice to Chambery, and from dead Jerantha to our living Perina, where that grave and il- 
luſtrious Senate, in conſideration of her famous chaſtity, and fingular atfection to the 
Knight her huſband , as alſo her noble parentage and tenderyeares, they moderate 
the Sentence of Nice, for murthering her Father in law Caſtelzove, and ſo inſtead of 
hanging, adjudge her there to have her right hand cut off, and her ſelfe to perpetuall 


F inpriſonment in Nicez where Gods ſacred Tuſtice for this her-bloudy Murther, and 


the remembrance of her dead husband, and living ſorrowes, ſo ſharply torment 
and afflict her, as ſhee lived not Jong in priſon , butexceedingly pined away ofa lan- 
nuiſhing conſumption : and ſo very ſorrowfully and repentantly ended her dayes, 
being exceedi: gly lamented of her kinsfolkes, and pittyed of all her acquaintance 5 
and, had not her affeftion beene blinded, and herrage and Revenge too much tri- 
unphed ore her thoughts and reſolutions, ſhee had lived as happy, as ſhee died mi- 
ſerablezy and have ſerued for as great a grace and Ornament to = Country, as 7eran- 
tand old Caſtilnovo her father in law were a ſcandall and ſhame. 

Thus we ſee how Gods revenging juſtice ſtill maetes with Murther. O that we may 
rad this Hiſtory with feare,and profit Oy in reformation, that dying to finne, and 
living to righteouſneſle, wee may peaceably dye in this World, agd gloriouſly live and 
rgne in that to come, - 
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Bertolini ſeekes Paulina i marriage, but ſhe loves Sturio, andnot himfelfe:he prayes her Bro= 
ther Brellati, hrs deare friend, to ſollicite her for hizz, which he doth,but cannot prevaile 5 
whereupon Bertolini lets ſall ſome diſgrace furl peecber oth againſt her honour,and his repu- 

' Htion:for whichBrellati challengeth theField of him,whereBertolinm kils hine,&h+ he flies for 

© Yhe ſame-Sturio /eekes to marry her but his father will not conſent thereunto,and ſo conveyes 

him away ſecretly: for which two diſaſters,Paulina dyes for ſorrow.Sturio fiedes out Berto- 

' linigggd ſends him a Challenge. and having him at his mercy, grves bin his life at his requeſt: 

he afterwards very treacherouſly kils StariO with a Petronell in the Street from a Window © 
he is taken for this ſecond Murther,his two hands cut off,then beheaded, and his body throwne 
into the River. © | : 


— 


LED, > Lbeit that Valour be requiſite in a Gentleman, (and one ofhis moſt 
ellentiall vertues and proper ornaments) yet fith Charity is the true 
marke and charaQter of a Chriſtian, we ſhould notraſhly reſolve to 
hazard the loſle of our lives for the preſervationof the-meere title, 
and vaine pointof our honour, but rather religiouſly.endeavour to 
ſave our ſoules in that of our owne lives, as alſoof- thoſeof our 
Chriſtian brethren : for in duels and ſingle combats,(which though 
| the heate of youth and revenge ſeemetto.aallow,yet, reaſon will not, 
and Religion cannot) did we only hazardiour bodies, and not our ſoules,then our war- 
rant to fight, were in earth as juſt,” as now the hazarding of our ſoules and. bodies is 0- 
diousand diſtaſtefull ro heaven,ſith in ſeeking to.deface man the creature, weaſſuredly 
attempt to ſtrike and ſtabbe at the Majeſty of God the Creator : but if there be any co- 
lour or ſhadow of honour to kill our adverſary, for the preſervation of the vaine point 
of our honour, what an ignoble ingratitude,& damnable.jmpyety is it, for a Gentleman 
likewiſe treacherouſlyto kill another,of whom he hath formerly received hislife?-yea 
as Grace fights againſt this former ſort of fighting, ſo both.Grace and Nature impygne 
and deteſt this ſecond fort of Murther : A wofull and mournefull prefident whereof, I 
here preſent in the perſon of a baſe and wretched Gentleman,whole irregular affeQtion 
toa Lady, , firſt ſlue her brotherin the fiel4; and execrablerevenge to her lover; next 
whim treacherouſly to Murther him inthe ftreet 3. and conſequently, myo 
condigne 
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condigne puniſhment , and ſhamefull death for the ſame: May all ſuch bloudy Myr: 
therers ſtill meet with ſuch ends and may his miſerable and infamous death premoyiſ 
all otzerGentlemen, to live and become more charitable, and lefle ied y by hi 
cxample. 


Þ He friendſhip ad familiaritie betwixt Sezgnior Toh Battiſta Bertolints, and Seigniy 
Leonardo Brellati, two noble young Gentlemen, native and reſident of the Citie of 
Rome, was (without intermiſſion) ſointire and intimate, for the ſpace of ſixe whole 
cares, which led them from their yeares of fourteene to twenty , asit ſeemed they 
had but one heart intwo bodies, and that it was impoſflible for either of them to bee 
truely merry , if the other were abſent : and ſurely, many were the reaſons which laid 
the foundation of this friendſhip 3 for as they were equall in yeares, ſotheir ſtature 
and complexions reſembled,and their humors and inclinations ſimpathized : likewiſe 
they were anciant ſchoolefellows, and neere neighbours: for their parents both dyelt 
betwixt the Palaces of the too Cardinals, Farneſi and Caponiys : of if there were any diſ- 
parity in their dignitiesand :worths, it conſiſted onely in this, Bertolini's parents were 
richer then Bre//ati's, but Brel/ati was more Nobly diſcended then Bertoh;ni : which 
notwithſtanding; could 'no way impeach or hinder the progrefle of their friendſhip, 
but rather it flouriſhed with the time : ſoasthey increaſing in yeares, they likewiſe 
did inattection, as1t they were ambitious of nothing ſo much in this world , asng 
onely to imitate, butto ſurpaſle the friendſhipof 0reſtes and Pilades , and of Damn 
and Tithias : whereof, all who knew them and their parents; yea,all that partanddj 
viſion of Rove, tooke'deepe and ſingular notice : but to ſhew that they were men,and 
not Angels , and conſequently ſubject to frailty not inherent to perfeCtion, thatearth 
was not heaven, nor Rozze the ſhaddow thereof 3 have wee but a little patience, wee 
ſhall ſhortly ſee, the thred of this friendſhip cut off, the props and fortifications there 
of razed, battered and laid levell with the ground: yea, we ſhall ſee time, change with 
time, friendſhip turned intoenmitie, fellowesto foes, love to loathing,courtifie tocrw 
elticzand in a word, life to death:as obſerve the ſequell ofthis Hiſtory,and it will brief 
ly informe yee how. i 
Bertolini ſees that Bre[ati hath a faire and delicate ſiſter, named Dora Paulina, ſome- 
what younger then himſelfe, and yet not ſo young, but that the clocke of her age hath 
ſtrucken eighteene ; and therefore proclaimed her atleaſt capeable, ifnot deſirous of 


_— and although hee bee a novice 1n the Art of love, yet Nature hath madehim 


ſo gooda Scholler in the principles and rudiments thereof, as hee ſces her faire, and 
therefore muſt love her 3 rich im the excellencie and delicacie of beautie , and there- 
fore is reſolute to love her, . and onely her : for gazing onthe influence and ſplendour 
of her piercingeyes, hee cannot behold them without wonder, and then prying and 
contemplating on the roſeat and lillie tinture of her cheeks, he cannot ſee theſe with- 
out admiration, nor refraine from admiring them without affection : but againe, re- 
marking the ſlenderneſſe of her body,and the ſweetneſle of her vertues,and ſeeing her 
as gracious asfaire, and that her inward perfeftionsadded as much luſtre to her exte- 
riour beautie, as thisreflifted ornament and decoration to theſes hee, as young as hee 
was, vowes himfelfe her ſervant, and withall (wore, that either | Tugaen his grave, muſt 
be his wife and Miſtreſle. | . 

Bertolini thus ſurprized and netled with the beautie of hisdearely ſweet, and ſweet- 
ly faire, Paxl7ra, hee is inforced to negleCt a great part of his accompanying the bro- 
ther , thereby to court the ſiſter : ſo hee many times purpoſely forſakes Bre/at to fol- 


low Paulina, * and delights in nothing ſo much asin her preſence, and (in that regard) 


in his abferice, not that it was poſſible, in his conceitand imagination, for him any way 
to hate him, 'in loving her's rather , that in generall tearmes he mult love Brellatifor 
Punlina's ſake 5; and in particular, onely affefther for his owne. And ashis wealth 
and ambition made him confident hee ſhould obtaine her for his wife : ſo hee in faire, 
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we : | 
amorous, and honourable tearmes, as well by hrs owne1{ollicitations, letters, promi- 
ſes, and preſents, as by thoſe of his parents, teekes her 1n marriage : yea, and when 
theſe could not ſuffice, hee, to ſhew himſelfeastrue as fervent a Lover, addes fighs, 
teares, Prayers, and oathes. But all theſe Sollicitours ſerve onely to betray and deceive 
his hopes : for if Bertolini were extreamely deſirous to marrie Panlina, ſhe is alſo reſo- 
Jate not to match him : which difcords in aftection, ſeldome or never make any true 
harmony in mindes. 

His wealth deceiving him, hee hath recourſe to her onely brother, and his beſt and 
deareſt friend Bre//atz, to whom hee relates the profunditie and fervencie of his aftecti- 
on to his fiſter Payliza, acquaints him with his {uite, and her denyall; his attempt, 
and her repulie therein 3 and by the power and bonds of all their former friendſhip 
and familiaritie, intreats and conjures him to become his Oratour and Advocate to- 
wards her, in hisbehaltez whoſe ſmiles, hee alledgeth, are his life, and frownes, his 
death. Bre//ati having his generoſitie and judgement blinded with the reſpe& of Berto- 
lini his wealth, as alſo of the affection hee bore him 3 all other conſiderations laid a- 

art, like a better friend to him, thana brother to his ſiſter Paulina, promiſeth him his 
beſt furtherance and athiftance in the proceſle of this his affeQtion: and ſo with his trueſt 
Oratorie, beſt Eloquence, and ſweeteſt Perſwaſton, begins to deale efteGually with 
her herein. But as our hopes are ſubject and mcident to deceive us, ſo Bertolini and 
Frellatj come farre too ſhort of theirs: for Paxlinain abſolute and downe-right termes, 
prayes her brotherto informe and reſolve Bertoliz, that ſhe hath otherwayes ſetled and 
ingaged her affection : and therefore prayes him tro ſeeke another Miſtrefſe, ith ſhee 
hath found another Lover and Servant, with whom ſhe means toliveand die. Her bro- 
ther (for his friends ſake) is extremely ſorrowtull hereat, and prayes his ſiſter to name 
him her ſervant : ſhee bindes him by oath to ſecreſie. So hee ſwearing, ſhee informes 
him it is Sergnior Parnls Sturio, a veric ancient Noble-man of the Citie. Hee tels her, 
hee is a Gentleman more noble than rich : and ſhee replies, that Berfoliri is more rich 
thannoblez and therefore ſhee will r=tuſe him, and marrie $/xyrio. Hee is obſtinate in 
hisrequeſts, as ſhee reſolute in her denyall. So having performed the part of a friend 
forhis friend, and commending the nobilitic and vertues of Stxrio, As much as hee pi- 
tied the weaknefle of his eſtate and wealth, hee leaves kis ſiſter to her affection and de= 
fignes : and ſo with an unwilling willingnefie (without any extenuation) delivers his 
fend Bertolini her definitive anſwer 3 yet performes his promile to his lifter, in con- 
cealing Sturio his name, 
- Bertolini isall in fire and chollerat this newes, and begins no longer tolooke on his 
friend Brel/ati with the eyes of affection, but of contempt and indignation : and fo 
conſulting with his paſſion, not with his jadgement; with rage,and not with reaſon as 
mmoderate anger {eldome lookes right, commonly {quint-eyed; hee in the heat of 
bis wrath, and height of his revenge, verie much negletts and ſights him, yea and moſt 
uncivilly and abruptly departs from him, as if hee were no longer worthy of the bare 
complement of farewell. Which Bre//at; well obſerves, and in obſerving, remembers, 
and in remembring, grieves at, fith Bertolizz was his moſt intimate and deareſt friend 3 
and in whoſe behaife, did occaſion preſent, hee was ready, not onely to ſacrifice his 
beſt ſervice, but his beſt life. Lo here the firſt breach and violation,which Zertolini gives 
totheir friendſhip : but the ſecond 1s not farre behinde : For in the next company 
hee meets, which was ſome two dayesafter, walking in Cardinall Farnef; his Galleries, 
In preſence of ſome foure or five other Gentlemen,both of hisand of Bre//ati's acquain=- 
tance, hee forgot himlſelfe ſo much, as ſome demanding for his Conſort Bre//ati, hee 
chollerickly replyed;that he was a baſe and beggerly Gentlemanz and theretore hence- 
forth diſdained his company, and that his filter Paxlina was a laſcivious and diſfſem- 
bling ſtrumpet. Butalthoughthe fire of his choller had fooliſhly banded forth theſe 


[peeches 1n the aire, yet they fell not to the ground; but ſome of the company ther 
| preſent 
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reſent, that verie night report them to Bre//ati. Itis impoſſible for my pen torela 
noms paſſionately and tenderly hee takes it : yea his affliction and griefe herein is farre 
themore redoubled, in that (contrarie to his deſires and wiſhes) hee is aſſured his iſtz 
Paulina is likewiſe acquainted with the vanitie & injuſtice of theſe ſpeeches: the conceix 
and remembrance whereof make her inraged and ſorrowtfulleyes powre forth many yz; 
voletsand rivers of teares, upon the Roſes and Lillies of her beautie. But as ſhee is to, 
impatient to relliſh this ſcandalous afrront and diſparagement : ſo her brother Brellgi 
isto0 generousand noble to digeſt it ; whereof burning to know the truth, and reſol. 
ving,1f he found it true, ſharply to revenge it on Berfolini, he paſſeth awaythe nightin 
reſtleſle and diſtrafted ſlumbers : And fo the verie next morne taking his Sword and 
Lackey with him, he goes to Berto/inz his Fathers houſe, and meeting firſt with him,de- 
mands of him for his Sonne Seignior Tohn Battiſta Bertolini. His Father informes him, 
he is inthe Garden verie ſolitarily walking, and prayes Bre//ati togoe to him; who nee 
ding not many requeſts, entreth, and with his hat in his hand approacheth him. Berts 
l;i doth the like, and meets him halfe way : whenhe being pale for anger, and Berto. 
liz; bluſhing for ſhame, hee prayes him to exempt the Garden of his Servants, becauſe 
hee hath ſomething to reveale and impart him 1n ſecret, which needeth no witneſſes: 
when Bertolin;i commanding his Servantsto depart,Bre//ati chargeth him with theſe dif. 
racefu!l ſpeeches, vomited forth two dayes ſince, againſthis honour 3 as alſothat of 
Fs onely deare ſiſter Paulina, in Cardinal Ferneſt his Palace, in preſence of Seignior Ale 
ſandro Fontani, Seignior Rhanutio Pluvinso, and Scignior Antonio Voltomari (which word; 
we have formerly underſtood.) 

Bertolini is no way diſmayed or daunted hereat, either in courage or complexion: 
and ſo loſing his honourin his inliſcretion, or rather burying his diſcretion in hisdiſ 
honour 3 hee with fire 1m his lookes, and thunder m his "9%, Fant tells Bre//ati that hee 
confeſleth theſe ſpeeches his 3 adding withall, that what his tongue hath affirmed, hs 
ſword ſhall bee ready to make good and jultifie 3 whereon they cover: When Brelgj 
demanding of himif this were his laſt re{oJution, hetold him yea. Then (quoth hee) 
I pray expett mine ſhortly : and ſo without giving each other the good morrow, t 
part3 Bre//ati ſtill leaving Bertoliz; in his Fathers Garden. His Siſter Paxlina having no 
tice of her Brothers ſpeaking with Bertoliz;, veric curiouſly and carefully awaits his re- 
turne 3 whenruſhing into his Chamber, ſhee, with teares, and fighes, demands him 
of the iſſue of his conference with Bertolinj, and whether hee were ſo impudent tode 
liver theſe diſhonourable and baſe ſpeeches both of her ſelfe and him. But her brother, 
like a true noble Romanc, is too generous and brave to acquaint her with his deſi 
and reſolution : and ſoin generall tearmes praycs her, not to afflict her ſelfe at theſe 
ſpeeches, and that this ditterence will bee verie ſhortly decided and ended, to her ho 
nour, and his owne content. Brother (quoth ſhee) if you will not right mine honour, 
and vindicate the unſpotted puritie of my reputation, I am ſure that my true Lover 
Seigzior Paulus Sturis will, though with the hazard and loſle of his owne life, had hee 
but theleaſt notice thereof. Hee ſhall not need, Siſter, quoth hee : for aday or two 
will reconcile and finiſh this bufineſſe : and fo for that time heleaves his Siſter Paxlins, 
and ſhuts himſelfe up in his chamber; where, not long able tocontaine himſelfe againſt 


the inſolencie and balenefle of Bertolinz, he cals for penand paper, and more reſpeCQting 


his honour then his life, writes him this challenge the which immediately after dinner 
he ſends him, by Scigzior Valerie, a confident Gentleman his follower. 
> 
BRELLATI to BERTOLINI. 
PHy ſcandalous reports, like thy ſelfe, areſo baſe, and I and my Siſter ſo honourably deſcended 
and bred, as I doubt not, but the diſerace and diſparagetuent, which thou haſt nnjuſtl offi- 
red us, will as juſtly retort and fall on S ſelfe. And to the end thou mayſt finde, that my Sword 
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; purpdſely reſerved to corredt and chaſtiſe thy tongue, :us thin art a Romane, and aGentle- . 
mm, meet mee ſingle to morrow at five in the morne, without Port Populi, 2 the n2xt field 
lehinde Gardinall Borromeaq's [Palace '3:1.and there. Fwill give thee the choyce of two good 
Rupiers ad Pomyards, and gladyarcept af the refuſall, ito draw reaſow of thee for thoſe wrongs 
nrewith thox haſt injuriouf{pand malicionfly traxinced art is: and. to write thee the truth, us i 
kfreifo 1 car receout #0 otherfatiofall ron bub this-anhereunto thy malice invites,and my honor 
dligeth mece» int bar 02g of ban 7 d1-22ey gh 
y W 69 T9101 4421] 83 bog tongs LT 
| | -29:41:24 9ow7 Nun Tod5iah/f -:BRELLATI+: 
$5 1 2188's ; ELIT 1= IS) £ cz fol Lord Fr IQ TIL BHTCTTINS is = . 
Valerio perfor mes his part well,and\fatrely working and: ſcrewing himfelfe into Ber- 
tots prefence, very ſecretly delivers him his Maſters Challenges . Bertahing not igno- 
mat, but conjeQuring whatit meahes;breakes offthe Seales, and at the peruſallthere- 
of, though his cauſe beexmnjuſtand — in his-countenance and ſpee- 
ches, ' hee ſhewes much conftancie, fortivude, and reſolition;3when conſidering they 
yereto fight fingle, and.thattherefore #alerio could bet noifecond, hee deeming his 
Maſter bad concealed thisfecret buſinefle from him) | conterts: bimiſelfe: to give him 
onely this anſwer.) : Tell your Matter: Sezgrior Brellatifrom mee}: that] willnot fagle 
tomeet him,according to his defire and appoyntment. And ſo Valerio takes his leave, 
ind departs : when finding aut his Matter, hee reports hit Bertolini's anſwer + whereat 
hee is fo farre frombeing anyway appald or daunted. as hee infinitely: rejoyceth thert> 
it. In the meane time, hee 1scurtous1n/preparing two fingulat gond Rapiers and Pa+ 


+ 


; ojards of quali lengrh, hilcs, and temper. Andthus with mich impatient;paticnce 


(sRevenge ts at enemy to ſkbepe) they not out-ſleepe, - but out-watch the night. So 
tiemorne and day ſtealingand breaking intotherr windows;theyare noſooner out of 
teirbeds, but into the fieId;their Chirurgions awayting their arrivals by che Pyr ancides, 
nthe place of Port Populi, by which of necefiiy they were to paſſe-: when, tyingup 
teir horſes to the hedges, like reſolute Gentlemen,they throw off their doublets, com> 
nanding their Chirurgions noe to ir from their ſtattans;when,diſdaining words,they 
both draw,and fall ro deeds thus : © | i vi rc? ARE 4 
trel/ati preſenteth the firſtthruft, and Bertolan; gives him the firſt wound in his lefe 
boulder 3 whereat hee is inflamed 3 andſo returnes Bertolizz; the intereſt of a molt 
dangerous one, on hisright fide 3 butit toucht neither his bowels nor quayfe. "They 
ragaine : ſo Bre/atiagaine wounds Bertolini inhis left hand, when his Rapter run= 
us thorow his ſinewesand Arteries, hee is no longer able to-hold his Ponyard 3 but 
___ his reſolution and courage, it fals out of his hand 3 which unlookt for diſaſters 
much perplexe and afflift him. But Bre#a7z is too generous and nobiezto-blemiſh 

or $int his honour, by taking any advantage of this his adverſaries misfortune : and fo 
vo ceere hisdoubrs and ſcruples, very valiantly and bravely throwes away his owne 
Ponyard to the hedge, that they might beeas equall in weapons, as courage. | But Ber- 
din; will baſely requite this courtefie. They retire and take breaths and fotraverſing 
tergrounds, thereby totake the benefit of the Sunne, they againe joyne:at the firit 
doſe of this ſecond meeting Bre{/ati runnes Bertolirz; into the right flanke , when with» 
dawing his Rapier, and leaping backe to put himielfe upon his defenſive guard ani 
poſture, his foot ſlipping, hee could not prevent falling to the ground 5 when Bertolint 
following him cloſe , and beingeager m his pr and blood-thirſty in his _—_— 
forgetting Bre//ati's former courteſie, and working upon the fortune of his misfor? 
tyne,right then and there nayled him tothe ground,and 1o redoubling his thruſt, ated 
Lperpetuall divorce betwixt his body and ſoule : when Bre//at;'s Chirurgian ſhed&ng 
teares on his dead Maſter, and beginning to take order for his decent conveyance. into 
tbe City, Bereol5i takes up his Chirurgian behinde him, and ſo-with all poſſible ſpeede 
mdcelerity(the better to avoyd the danger ofthe law)poaltso're the fields, and comes 


into 
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into Mount Cavalls Gate , 'and fo huſheth himſclfe up.privately in a friends houſe oft; 
neere his fathers. i120 nt AN | 

- « All Roxye beginnestotccho forth and reſount this Murther, and farre the mores. he 
caufe Fertoliniand BrelNatz were ſo deare and intimate friends: but as good newes comg þf ty 
alwayes lame.'and bad ridespoa {t-ſo-withinpne houpe of Bre/ati's Murther, theneys | 5r 
thereof is brought fizſtrohis Fathery;cthen tochis Siſter Pavl;xa 3 whereart hee griew, ff be 
and ſhee ſtormes, hee ſorroweth , and fhee weepes and laments, and in a word; the y 
| Father would , but cannot, and the Daughter can, but will not bee comforted, atthy | pl 
ſad and mbumefull Tragedy. Neither muſt wee forget, butremember Scignior Pu. 
lzs Sturio, who loving Pazlina a thouſand times dearer then his owne life, is no ſoone; 
_ nequainted, Bar afflifted: with this newes of Brel/atzhis death,as being his dearefriend, 
nnd whichiymore , the onely brother of his deareſtand onely Miſtreile Pazliza 3401 
Lovers and friends being:beſtknowneand diſcerned in calamities and afflictions; ex 
repairestoher ; condoles with her,/ anduſeth his chiefeſtart and zeale, not onelyy 
participate, /but who}lyrto deprive. her of her forrowes'5:yea, to proove himſclk; 
conſtant friend and afanthfull lover:toher ,. hee proffereth her, not onely his ſervig 
buthislife;;as well ro right her honour, as to revenge her brothers death on Bertoli; 
burthis affe&ion-andper{ſwalionot $t#rio15notcapableto wipe oft;or exhale his Lay 
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Plina's teares.v ih of Lo A 4305:1:37% ; 
© Bute _— Bert#li#;, \who isfo farre from contrition and repentance of this hi 
bloudy fa; aslike a'prophane miſcreant, and debauſhtand diflolute Gentleman, hee 
triumphes and geo N ; yea, his impudencie is become ſo ignorant, and hizi 
norance:ſo:ſottiſh  ashee beganneto-enter-mtoa reſolution againe to court and | 
Pawling for his wife , ' without reſpecting or regarding eitherthe publike danger ofthe 
- Law,' orthat'of Pau/ina's privaterrevenge 3 for ſure her brothers death had throme 
her into-ſuch violent paſſions of griefe , and extremities of ſorrow, as if his folly 
made herfohappy , doubtleſſe her: revenge would have made him more miſerable: 
but God had taught her rage moreTeaſon, and her malice and cruelty not ſo mug 
——_ 3.yen;, it pleaſed his Divine Majeſty not ſo ſoone tocall him to an accomy, 
ard puniſh him for this his bloudy faft 5 but reſerving him for a future ſhame and p 
tniſhment, being afrighted with a tumultuous rumour and alarum of a general! ſear 
to bee made thatnight for his apprehenſion, [hee very ſubtilly, in a Capxchins abit 
paſleth Saint Jobs de Laterans Gate, and there having Poaſt-horſes laid tor h1m,heey 
{wift as the winde gallops away for Naples, and imbarking himſelfe for $icilie, paſſe 
the Pherre of Meſſi, Jands at that City, and fo rides up for Palermo where hee thinks 
himſelfe ſafe. j | | 
But having not madehis peace with God, where ever he flie,God wil in due tine find 
- him out, when he leaſt dreames thereof. But although the puwer and influence of time 
bee ſopredominate todeface the actions and accidents of time 3 yet Paulina can git 
no truce to her teares , nor will ſhee adminiſter any conſolation to her ſorrowes fn 
her brothers death : And if ever, now itis that Stxrio reſembling himſelfe, beginnesto 
make her ſorrowes his : for having deepely rooted and ſettled his affe&tion on Palm, 
and naturally ingraven her beauty and picture in the very centre of his heart and 
thoughts, ' hee beginnes tomake his private affeCtion to her publike, and ſo having 
ready wonne her heart from her ſelfe ; hee now endeavoureth to winne her from ha Y'4 
_ friends, andthento marry her. But old Sezgnior Sturio his father,is no ſooner advet-F* 
tiſed of Bre/atz his death , of Bertolini's flight; and ofhis ſonnes affe&tion and intent? 
totake Parlina to wife, but diſdaining hee ſhould match ſo low, and withall ſo poor FS 
as'alfo fearing that this might likewiſe ingage his ſonne in ſome quarrell betwixt bon F'© 
and Bertolins , hee reſolves privately to convey him away out of Rowre, in ſome reti 
or-obſcure place, from whence hee ſhould nor returne, till his abſence had cooled an 
extenuated the heat of his affection to Paxlira. and of his malice and Revenge w_ 
©: | fol: 
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Fhi ini: to which end, three weekes are ſcarce paſt,buttaking his ſonne with him in his 
- [ Coach, under colour to take the ayre in the fields of Rowe, beyond Saixt Pauls Church, 
hee having given the Coach-man his leflon, commands him to drive away, and having 
two Braves Or Ryuffians with him, they diſpoſe or rather inforce the humour of his fonne 
$jyrio to patience , as deſpight himſelfe, they carry him to Naples, where a Brigantine 
beiag, purpolely prepared, hee ſhippeth over his ſonne forthe Tland of Capri, or Ca- 
yres (where long ſince, Sejares his ambition cauſed Tiberizs to ſojourne , whiles hee 
layed the petty King, and domineered as Emperour at Roz in his abſence) and gives 
Pp the keeping and guard of Sejgrrior Alphonſus Driſſe,Captain of that Nland 3 with 
requeſt and charge not to permit him to returne, forthe maine, forthe terme of one 
ad | whole yeare, Without his expreſle order to the contrary. | 
ſoz It is for none but for Lovers to Judge , how tenderly $twrio and his ſweet Lady 
?adine grieve at the newes of this their ſudden and unexpetted ſeparation : yea, their 
fighes and teares are {o infinite for this their diſaſter, as allthe words of the world 
ze not capable toexpreſſe them. As for Paulina, ſhee had ſo long and fo birterly 
wept for her brothers death, as it was a meere cruelty of ſorrow, toinforce her to 
play any farther part in ſorrow, for the departure and caprivitie ofher Lover $Stxrio : 
her afflictions falling in, each on the necke of other (in imitation of the waves of 
the ſea, occaſioned by the breath and blaſt of Boress) threaten her not onely with pre- 
ſen ſicknefle, but with approaching death. Againe ſheunderſtands of Bertulin?'; (afe- 
y and proſperity in Cicilia, where hee triumphs in his victory, forkilling her! ro- 
her Bre/atz 5 and like a baſe Gentleman, continually erefts his Trophes of derraQti- 
qupon the ruines and tombe of her honour : and theſe confiderations (like reſerved 
Kions) againe newly affli& and torment her - ſo as having loſt herjewell and her 
jy, ber brother and her Lover, Bre//ati and $txrio, ſhee beginmes to be extreame ficke, 
wake,and faint; yea, the Roſes of her cheekes are transformed to Lillicsthe relucent 
hſre of her eyes, to dimneſle and obſcurity 3 and to uſe but a word, not onely her 
heart, but her tongue beginnesto faile , and to ſtrike ſaile to immoderate ſorrow and 
diconſotation. Her parents and friends grieve hereat, and farre the more, in reſpect 
hey Know not how to remedy it : and forher ſelfe, 1f ſhe enjoy any comfort in this 
life, it is onely in hope that ſhee ſhall ſhortly leave it, to enjoy that ofa better. Thus 
vhiles ſorrow, vexationand ſicknefle make haſttoſpin out the thred and webbe of 
terlife, if hergriefes areextreme and inſupportable in Roxze, no leſle are thofe of her 
Lover $1#rio in Caprea' : forit frets him tothe heartand gall, toſee how hisfarner' 
ath bereaved and betrayed him ofhis Miſtris Paxlina's preſence , the onely content 
ad felicity which this lie orearth could afford him ; a thouſand times he witheth 
timſelfe with her , and as often kiſleth her remembrance and Idea 3 and then, as their 
Mtions, ſo their malice concurring and ſympathizing, hee againe wiſheth thar hee 
my bee ſo happy to fight with Bertolimi for the diſgrace of his Lady Parxl 1, and ſhee: 
brthe death of her brother Brel/at; , and in that affetion and this revenge. ' hee with 
auch affliction and nocomfort , pafſeth away many bitter dayes and torments, inthe 
tiſery of this his inforced exile and baniſhment: and although his curioſity, aff=1- 
n, or ſubrilty could never crowne him with the happineſle or felicity to free himſelfe 
his guards and captivity, and ſo toſteale away from that Iland in ſome Foift or 
alley for the maine 3 yet underſtanding that two dayes after there was one bound for 
yer- $a Port of C:vzta Vetcha, hee, to teſtific his affettion, conſtancie, and tormentsto his 
tent Feare and faire Paxlina, takes occaſion to write het a Letter to Rowe,the which,thar it 
cr; Fight come the ſafer to her owne hands, he incloſeth inanother, to an intimate deare 
hin Þcnd of his. The tenour of kis Letter was thus : 
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——— 
} | STVRIO to PAVLINA. 


. Know not whether T more grieve at my abſence from thee , then at the manner thereof ; yy 
fare T am othat both conjoyn' d ,mrake me in this 1land of Caprea feele the torments, not ofa 
feigned Purgatory, but of atrue Hell. It was my purpoſe to condole with thee for the unting) 
death of thy Brother 5 it is now not onely my reſolution , but my pra#ice , to mourne withm 
ſelfe for thy baniſhment , or rather with thee for mine 5 and when my ſorrowes have moſt nee, 
of conſolation, then againe that conſolation findes moſt cauſe of ſorrow : for thinking of Beng- 
lint , zze thinkes T ſee thy fulſe diſparagement on his malicious tongue, and thy Brother Brellat 
his true death on his bloody Sword; and yet have neither the honour or happineſſe to revenge; 
ther, and which is worſe , not bee permitted to know where hee is, that Imay revenge then: 
but Twiſh I were onely incident and obliged to ſupport this affliFion,conditionally thou wert ex. 
empt thereof, or that I might know the limits and period of our abſence, thereby to hope for 
end and remedy thereof,,hich now I can finde no motives to know, nor cauſe to hope. Othat 
have often envyedLeanders hippineſſe | And if Love could make impoſcibilities poſſible , the 
Mediterranean Sea ſhould long ſince have beene my Helleſpont,vy Body my Barke, my army 
ny oares , to have wafted me from my Abidos, to thy Seſtos, from my Caprea, to thy Rome, 
to thee ſweet Paulina,mry onely faire and deare Hero. ' And although the conſtancie and feruen- 
cie of my love ts thee, ſuggeſt me many inventions to eſcape the miſery of my exile , yet the kr 
guseyes of my Fathers malice , in that of my Gnardians jealouſie , cannot bee inchanted or ly. 
led aſleepe with the melody of ſo unfortanate a Mercury as my ſelfe : but time ſhall ſhorthal 
and finiſh that which impatience cannot , till when, deare and ſweet Paulina, retaine me inthy 
thoughts, as I doe thee in heart and memory 5 and doubt not but a few weekes will make nu 
happy. as we are now miſerable. Pe _ 


STY RIO. 


Paulina, in the middeſt of her ſorrowes and ſickeneſle , receives this Letter from 
herbeſtand deareſt friend $:#rio, andalthough ſhee rejoyce to heare of his health and 
wel-fare in Caprea, yet ſhe is more glad, that the extremity of her ſickenefle and weak- 
neſle informe her, ſhee ſhall ſhortly dye in Roxee: for vanquiſhed with afflictions, and 
overcome with variety of griefe and diſcontents , ſhee in conceit already hath leftthis 
world, and is by this time halfe way in her progreſle and pilgrimage towards Heaven, 

etin love to herdeare Stwrio , who wrote her this kinde Letter, ſhe will not be ſour- 

inde, but will kiſle it for his ſake that ſent it her 3 and peradventure if ſhe had been(o 
happy, that he might have beene the bearer and deliverer thereof himſelfe, orthat he 
had: borne and delivered himſelfe to ;her in ſtead of his Letter , hee _ then have 
given ſome. comfort to her ſorrowes, and ſome conſolation to her di{contents and 
afflictions, whereas now ſeeing him exiled, and mewed up inCaprea, without any ap 
parance of returne , ſhee,ſees ſhee hath more reaſon-to flye to her old deſpaire, thento 
any new hope 3 andio wiſheth the deſired houre were atlaft come, wherein ſhe 
might give her laſt farewell to this world : but againe peruſing and _—_— 
Letter, {hee findes it full fraught with love and affection towards her 3 and therefore 
diſdayning to proove ingratefull toany, eſpecially to $t#rio, whois ſo kinde and cour- 
teousto her, calls for pen and paper , and by his owne conveyance returnes him this 


Anſwer ;. 
PAVLINA to STV RIO. 


| Gd rightly define whether the receipt of thy Letter made me more glad, or the content! 


ſerrowſfull : for as Tinfinitely rejoyced to underſtand thou wert living, ſo Textremely grieved 


to heare there was no certainty of thy releaſement and returne. Whether or no Capreabet 
| Pur gator), 
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pureatory > Throw not , but ſure Tam, Rome 3s my Hell, ith I cannot bee there with thee, nor 
how here with me:and as Tlamented with ſighs, T could not dye with my Brother, ſo I grieve with 


eaves» that Teannot live with thee © but why write T of living, when his mournefull Tragedy, 


ind thy dif aſtrous exile hath mate me more ready to dye then line , or rather not fit to live, but 
te © ſor deſpayring of thy returne, how can I hope for comfort , ſith it onely linedin thy pre= 
ne, a5 219 heart and joy didin thee 2 As for Bertolini's folly to mee, and crime to my Brother, 
jfthy Sword puniſh him not, Gods juſt revenge will,and wiſhing this as a woman.,as 4 Chriſtian, 
[pardon and forgive him 5 andſo T pray doe thou for myſake , if thou wilt not that of my dead 
zrothers. Could prayers or wiſhes have effeFed thy returne to mee,my teares had long ſince been 
jþy Helleſpont and Mediterranean Sea, and my ſrehes had fill d the Sayles of thy deſtres and 
reſolutions, to have paſt Oſtia, floated np Tiber, ar landed at Rippa to mee. But alas, alas | 
ere in. membring Hero's felicity and joy, cannot forget wry ſorrowes and affliFions © for as 
Leander liv'd in her armes , ſo T cannot bee ſo fortunate, either tolive or dye in my Stario's 3 
ad ifnow , as a skilfull Mercury , thou couldſt inveag le the eyes both of thy F ink malice, 
and enardians jealouſie , yet that happineſſe would come too late, and out of ſe aſane for mee © for 
before thou ſhalt have plotted thy flight and eſcape rom Caprea toRome, 7 ſhall have ated 
andfiniſhed mine from Rome to Heaven. Twould ſend thee morelines, but that my weake hand 
ad feeble fgers have not the power, though the will, any longer to retaine my pen- Heaven will 
mile us happy » though Earth cannot ;, therefore my deare $tario, let this bee our laſt and beſt 


"Þ conſolation 5 as theſe joyes are temporary and tranſitory, ſo thoſe will bee permanent and e- 


ternal. 
PAVLINA- 


ThisLetter of Paulizato Sturio meets with a ſpeedy paſlage from Rome to Capres, 
who receiving it , and thinking to have found her in hertru> and perfect health, with 
much joy and affeQtion breakes up the ſeales thereof 5 when, contrary to his hope 
ndexpeCtation,underſtanding of her fickeneſle and approach todeath, he tender- 
and bitterly weepes at his owne misfortune, in her diſcontent and diſaſter 3 yea, hee 
paſſionately and ſorrowfully bewayles his Fathers cruelty, in thus baniſhing him from 
her fight and preſence, from the contemplation of whoſe beauty, and from his innate 
iffeft1on to her, the Fates and Deſtinies cannot baniſh him. But alas unfortunate St#- 
rio | the newesof thy Paxliza's [ickeneſ(> is but the Prologue to the inſuing ſorrowes 
indafflitions that are ready to befall and ſurpriſe thee:for the newesof her death ſhall 
ſhortly follow her Letter 3 and if that drew teares from thine eyes, this ſhall drowne 
thine eyes in the Ocean of thy Teares: neither ſhall he ſtay long to feele the miſerable 
inpetuoſity of this mournefull Storme. For ſcarce twenty dayes are paſt, after the 
wiiting of her Letter to Stxrio, but Paxlina languiſhing with oriefe, deſpaire, ſorrow 
nd ſickeneſle, as a female Love-Martyr,takes her laſt leave and farewell of this world 
inRome 5it being not in the power or affection of her parents, any longerto divert her 
from paying this her laſt due and tribute unto Nature, fith we all have our lives lent, 
not given as3 and therefore as we receive, ſo muſt we repay them to our Creatourand 
Redeemer, of whom we have firſt received them. 

Old Stzriois as'glad in Rome for the death of Paulina, as her Parentsgrieve thereat3 
and now it is thathe intends tobee as happy and joyfull in his Sonnes preſence » as hee 
bath formerly made himſelfe ſorrowfull in occaſioning his abſence - whereupon, with 
al expedition, hee diſpatcheth a Servant of hi+ to Caprea, witha Letter, to ſignifie his 
Son thereof, and conſequently, to recall him. This newes of Paxlina's Death infinitely 


afficts and torments our Stxrio 5 for ſhee being the Queene of his affeCtions, and the 


loveraigne Goddefſle of his delights and deſires, hee reſembleth himſelfe, and ſo likea 
tueLover, as hee is, ateth a wonderfull mournefull part of ſorrow for herunwiſhed 
and unexpected Death : hee is no longer himſelfe; nay, ſuch was his living affection to 


Prlina, and ſuch is his immoderate ſorrow for her death, as hee will not bee himſelfe, 
P 2 becauſe 
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becauſe the is gone, who was the greateſt and chiefeſt part of himſelfe. But as wound, 


cannot be cured, ere ſearched;ſo paſſion tranſporting his thoughts beyond reaſon,and 
revenge beyond paſſion, he;tor the time prefent, forſakes the effeCt,to follow the cauſe 
and fo hath no other object before his eyes and thoughts, but that of Ber#oliri's killing 
of her Brother Bre/atz, and this of his Fathers unkind baniſhing of him from Romety 
Caprea : Wherefore , that he may out-live his ſorrows,and apply a Lenttive to his Cor- 
roltve, he vowes to revenge both. The manner is thus : Thar, as his Father deceiye( 
his hopes in carrying him from Rome to Caprea ; ſohee will deceive thoſe of his (aid 
Father, in carrying himſelfe from Capreato C;cily,there to find out Bertolini, ard to fight 
with him. It isnot the point of Honour, much lefe, Judgement, and leaſt of all, Relj. 
g10n,that precipitates and throwes him on this bloudy, and therefore uncharitable re 
{olation: but it 1s the vanity of his thoughts, and his living afte&ton to-his dead Miſt 
Paulina, which gives life and birth toit: for he (trampling on all diflwaſion and opps- 


ſition) finding a Galley of Naples bound from Capreato Cicily, very ſecretly imbarks 


humſelfe in her, and contemning the impetuoſity of the Windes, and the mercyleſſ 
mercie of the Seas, landsat Palermo, where huſhing himſelfe up the firſt night privately 
in his Inne, and informing himſelfe that Bertolizi was in that City, he, the next morne, 


by his Lackey, ſends him this Challenge : 
STVRIO to BERTOLINI. 


H Aving killed my deare Paulina iz: the ſe.indall of her honour, and the death of her Broth 
Brellati, 2vy affli& ions and ſorrowes to ſurvive her, make me contemne mine owne life 
ſeeke thine © to which purpoſe, Thave left Caprea, to finde Cicily, and init thy ſelfe. whey 
fore;as thou art Bertolini,faile not to meet me this Evening twixt five and ſixe of the Clockein 
thenext Meadow, behinde the Carthuſians Monaſtery 5; where my ſelfe, aſſiſted onely with, 
Chirurgian, and the choyce of two fingle Rapiers, will expe& and attend thee. Thy Gene 
ſity invites thee, and my Afﬀection and Honour obligeth me, tobe the onely Gueſts of this lu 
Banquet. 


STVRIC- 


Bertolini receives and reades this Challenge, which, to write the truth,isnot ſo plex: 
ſing tohim, as was that of Brellat; : hee ſees himſclfe and his hunour ingaged to fight 
and knowes not how to exempt and free himſelfe thereof. For, firſt, hee conſidereth 
that the ground of his Defence and Quarrell is not good, fith he knew in his ſoule and 
conſcience.that Paulina was as chaſt,as faire,& that he had wronged himſelfe,in ſeeking 
to wrong and ſ{canda)1ze her ; then, that hee perfectly od Strrrio was valiant 


 andgenerous, yea, and very expertand fkilfull in handling his Weapons; and withal, 


that ſingle Combates were variable, and onely conſtant in unconſtancie: ſo that he be- 
gannot onely to doubt, but feare,that as he had killed Brellati,fo Stxrio was reſerved to 
kill him: but againe, conſidering that his birth and bloud was noble,it contrariwiſeſo 
incited and animated his courage, andinflamed, and ſet an edge on his Generoſity,a 
with a kinde of unwilling willingneſle hee accepts of $t#rio's Challenge 3 and ſo bade 
his Lackey tell his Maſter from him, that hee would not faile to meet him, to give him 
his welcome to Palerzzo. The Clocke ſtrikes five, and long before fixe, our two young 
Gentlemen come ride 1nto the Field 5 where, giving their Horſes to their Chirurg 
ans, with command not to ſtirre, till their duety and office call them, they both draw3 
and ſoapproach each cther : butalthough this fury of theirs beginne in bloud , yet! 
fhall not here end in death. At firſt comming up » Sturio wards Bertolini's thruſt, and 
runnes him into the right Flanke, of a deepe wound; at the ſecond, he wounds him* 
gain in the neck, which draws much bloud from him.neither is the third meeting more 


propitious,or lefle fatall to him:for $1zriog without receiving any touch or _— 
| im 
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him a third wound twixthis final ris; whereat his courage feareth, and his ſtrength 


ginteth ,wien willing to fave his life,though with the lofle of his honour, he throwes - 


away 115 Rater, and with his Hatin hand, begs his life of Stxrzo, and with as much 
ruth as integrity, con:cileth and voweth that he 1s infinitely ſorrowfull and repentane 
vr the foandal, delivered againſt the honour of his molt faire & chaſt Lady Paylina,for 
the which he craves pardon and remiſlton. Stzrio 1saſtoniſhed at this unexpeGed and 
cowardly act of Berto/ini es warreat he bites his lip, but I know not whether more with 
aaine then anger 5 only at firſt the remembrance of Bre//atzi and Paulina's deaths, for 
the preſent make him 1nexorable to his requeſt and ſubmiſſion : but at laſt, making rea- 
ſon give a law © chollcr, and Religion to Revenge, and confidering that he was more 
then a Man , fith a Chriſtian, as aiſo that the luſtre of his bloud and extraGtion, had 
diſinguiſted him from the vulgar, and ſo made kim honourable and noble, hee, not 
za cruel] T ygre, but asa generous Lyon, diſdaineth to blemiſh his reputation and va- 
Jour, in killing a diſarmed man 3 and ſo his honour outbraving his valourand revenge, 
hee asa truely noble Gentleman, gives Bertolin; his life, as holding himſelfe ſatisfyed, 
by having righted the honour of his dead Miſtreſle Paulira,in Bertolinz's confeſſion and 
contrition. Sothey iheath up their Swords, and like loving friends, returne together 
into the City : where $tzrio preparcth for his departure, and Bertolini betakes him(elfe 
thave his wounds drefled and cured. 

This Combate, or Ducll, 1snot fo ſecretly carryed betwixt them and their Chi- 
nrgians, butall Palerz:0 reſounds and prattles thereof, and which is more, this newes 
ſpeedily layles from 77cily to Naples , and from thence rides poaſt to Roxze, where Stu- 
rio & Bertolini Iikewite in ſhort ſpace arrive; but firſt comes Stxrio,then Bertol;ni,whoſe 
Father by this time hath obtained his Pardon for killing of Bre//atz. The Nobility and 
Gentry of Rexze ſpeake diverſely and differently of our two late return'd Gallants : 
ſome,out of reaſon, highly applaud. $tur7o's fighting with Bertolznz, occalioned through 
hisaffection to his dead Miftreſle Panlizz 5 and then his humanity and curtelie ſhewed 
andextended him, 1n giving him hislife : others, out of the errours of youth and va- 
nity, taxe and condemne him for not diipatching and killing him:againe, _ extoll 
Fertolini's vatour 1n killing Bre//at;, but all taunt and taxe him for his Cowardiſe,nnot 
fobting 1t out with $/4ri0 5 and which is worſe, for difgracefully begging and re- 
civing his life of him. Terlolinilindes this ſcandall throwne and retorted on him, to 
bee very diitaſtefull and diſhonourable 3 in ſo much as hee cannot relith it , but with 
diſcontent , nor digeſt it» but withextreme indignation and choller : which throwes 
him ſo violently on the execrable humour of revenge, as he vowes to make Stxrio pay 
deare for giving too much liberty to histongue , tothe prejudice of his honour and 
reputation. _Puft up thus with thele three execrable humours and vices, diſdaine, en- 


vyand revenge, whereof theleattis great and capable enough toruine both a fortune-. 


anda life, he, out ofa wretched reſolution , (unworthy the generoſity ofa Gentle- 
man) not onely forgets Sturio his ſingular courtecfic in giving him his life , when it lay 
nbis power & pleaſure to take it from him, but alſo remembreth and in that remem- 
brance refolveth to repay him with the ungratefull requitall , and mournefull intereſt 
of depriving him of his. O extreme ingratitude ! O uncharitable and baſe reſolution ! 
Yea, heis ſo devoyd of reaſon, and the purity of his foule and conſcience ſo conta- 
minated and vihfied with the contemplaiton and object of bloud , as hee gives way 
thereto,and reſolves thereon;yea,permits it to forſake God,of purpoſe wiltully to fol- 
low the Divell: yea, his thoughts are ſo ſurprifed and taken up with this execrable and 
belliſh reſolution of Murther., as hee thinkes of nothing elſe but of the meanes and 
maner how” to diſpatch $rxrio 3 and ſo to ſend him in a bloudy winding-ſheet , from 
this life toanother. To fight with him againe in the field, hee dares not, toaflaſſinate 
and murther him in his bed, he cannot, ſith he muſt paſle five or lixe ſeverall chambers, 
fre hee can come at his 5 and to piſtoll him in the open ſtreet, thoughit be leſlz _ 

F 3 cult, 
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cult, 7&t hee findes it moſt dangerous, ith hee ſees Stzrio {t1]l went better followe| 


and accompanyed then himſclfe, asindeed being more eminent of birth.and noble} v 


extraction then himſelfe. But hee ſhall want no invention to accomplithand bring 
this his bloudy reſolution to paſſe , forifhe faile thereof, the Divell is {till at hise. 
bow to prompt and inſtruct him therein 3 yea, his 1mpiety is growne ſo ſtrong with 


the Divell, and his faith ſo weake with God, as now having turned over the records 
his revenge, hee at laſt reſolves to ſhoot St#rio from a Window , with a Petronell,ash: 


paſleth the ſtreet:-and upon the attempt and finiſhing of this helliſh ſtratagem and bloy. 
dy Tragedy,the Divell and he ſtrike hands,and conclude it ; the contriving and perpe 


trating whereof ſhal in the end {trangle him, becauſe he was ſo.prophane and graceleſ | 


as he would not ſtranglethe firſt conceit thereof in their births and conceptions. 


But leave wee here Bertolini ruminating on his intended bloudy crime of Murthe, 


and come wee a little to ſpeake of poore unfortunate $turio, who not dreaming ofhy 


malice, much lefle of his ungratefull and bloudy revenge intended againſt him, like 
mournful and diſconſolate conſtant Lover,is thinking on nothing ſo much,as on thel;þ 
ving beauty and 7dea of his dead Paylina : and although he knew it as palpable folly} 
bewray his immoderate ſorrowes, asdiſcretion to conceale them 3 yet their impe-ſ 
tuolity and fervency gives ſuch a predominating law to his reſolutions , as hee can 
refraine from often ſtealing into San&a Maria de Rotunda's Church , where ſheewsſ te: 
buryed , and there ſecretly bedewes her Tombe, and waſhes her Sepulcher with 
teares : an aftand ceremony of Lovers,which though atteCtion authorize, yet Religinſ 
doth neither juſtifie, nor can approve. Allthe care of his father and friends is to ſeek 
how to purge his | mp ps and to wipe off his melancholy ſorrowes and ſorrow 


full melancholine 


contracted himſelfe to this definitive reſolution, that fith he could not be Paxlina's hul 
band,he will never wed himſelfe to any other wife then his Grave. 


And herelI beginne to write rather with teares, then inke , when I apprehendanſÞ 


conſider how ſoone our poore and innocent $tzri0 ſhall bee by the blondy hand & 


Bertolini layd in his unfortunate and untimely Grave. Ah Stxrio,Stzrio,hadſt thou bean 
more vindichve, and lefle generous and compaſhonate , thou hadſt prevented th 
death by killing Bertoljn;, when thy valour in Caprea formerly reduced and expoſfi 


him to the mercie of thy Sword 3 or it thou hadit believed this Maxime , that dead 
men can never offend or hurt, thou needſt not have relyed and truſted upon the fall 


promiſes ofan incenſed and irreconcileable enemy : but what ſhallIfay ? IrwsÞ 


not thy honour, but Bertolini'sinfamy, which haſtneth and pgrocureth thy death. 0 
that thou ſhouldeſt bee ſo true a friend tothine enemy, and hee proove ſo deadly 
enemy to thee his true friend '! $turio gave Bertolini his life , and Bertolin; in requital 
wall give Stzrio his death : but ſuch monſtrous and bloudy ingratitude will never gee 
unpuniſhed of God 3 for as it is odious to Earth , ſo it is execrableto Heaven : Putl 


muſt bee ſounfortunate to bring this deplorable Tragedy upon the Theater of thi} 


Hiſtory. A miſery of miſerics, that wee are many times neereſt our ends, when wet 


thinke our ſelves fartheſt from them 3 and (not to ruſh into the ſacred and ſecretdef 
{et of Gods inſcrutable providence) I can finde no other pregnant reaſon thereof, «| 


therin Divinity or Nature, but thar at all times, and in all places, wee ſhould bee ſtil 
prepared and ready for death, e're death for us, and not protracting or procraſtinating 
the houre thereof ; but that whenſcever it ſhall pleaſe God to call us tohim or hior 
ſeltetous, that (like good Chriſtians) death may ſtill finde us alwayes arm'd to mett, 
never unprovided to incounter it. 


BuÞ 


e : to which end they profter him great variety of noble and bea- 
tifull Ladies in Marriage, hoping that the ſight and preſence of a new beauty would di 
face the memory and abſence of anold - but their policie proves vain ; for Stwrio will 
bee as conſtant in his ſorrowes for his ſweet Panlina's death, as hee was 1n his affettinÞ 
to her whiles ſhe lived ; and therefore , although their power inforce him to ſee d-þ 
verſe, yet his will can never bee drawne, or inforced to love any, as having —_— | 
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Put Bertolini1sio obſtinate in his malice, and ſo wretchedly implacable in his re- 


Þ venge, as underitanding that Stxrzo 15 accuſtomed to goe to his mornings Maſle at the 


Eel ſi Colledge, hee provides both himſelfe and his Petronell charged with a brace 
of bull=ts3 or rathcr the Devill provides both the Bullets, the Petronell, and him- 
ſelfe : and fo, watching the advantage of his houre and time, on a Munday morning, 
alittle after the Cardinalls, Farzefre and Caporixs, were ridden with their traines to the 
Conliltory , putting himſeclte into an unknowne houſe betwixt the ſaid Exel./b Col- 


\Þ dee and the Palace of Farneſr , hee having his Cocke bent, and ſeeing Sturio com- 
| ming in the ſ{treete, upon his prauncing Barbary Horſe and Foot-cloth , like a grace- 
 lefle and bloudy villains (having neither the feare of God , nor the ſalvation or dam- 
| nation of his foule betore his eyes, nor once imagining that hee ſhootes at the Majeſty 
of God the Creatour, 1nkilling and defacing Man , his Image and Creature) lets flye 
| athim, and the Divell had made him ſo curious and experta Marke-man, as both the 
| Bullets pierce the trunke of his breſt 3 with which mortall wounds our innocent $t- 
+Þ rio, no longer able ro fit his Horſe, tumbles downe dead to the ground, without ha- 
| ving the power toutter a word, but oncly to breath forth two or three lamentable 
| and deadly groanes. And this was the unfortunate and mournefull end of this no- 
ble Gentleman $txrio, whichlI cannot relate without ſighes, nor remember without 


| teares. 


This bloudy Tragedy acted on fo brave a Gallant, in the very bowels and heart of 


| Rome, doth extremely amaze, and draw all the SpeCtatours to lamentation and mour- 
| ning, and his two ſervants, who walked by his Horſe ſide , are ſo buſie in lifting him 
| up, and rubbing the templesof their dead Maſter, as they forget to reſearch and in- 
| quire for his murtherer: but the Afliſtants, and ſtanders by, hearing the report of the 
| Peece, and notonely ſeeing the ſmoke in the window and ayre , but this noble Gen- 
 leman aead in the ſtreet, they aſcend the houſe. finde the Petronell on the” Table, but 
the Shooter fled upon a ſwift Spaniſh Gennet,by the backe doore,they of the houſe af- 
| frming with teares, that they knew not the Gentleman that did ir,neither was itin their 
| powers to [top or prevent his eſcape. 


This Fatall and mournefu]l newes diſperſed and ſpred o're the City of Rome 3 the 
Srjeants and Captaines guard are buſic to finde out the Murtherer, who by thistime 


they know to bee Seignior Bertolini : but being gallantly mounted, hee ſpeedes away 


thorow the ſtreets amaine, and is ſo farre from deſpaire,as hee makes no doubtbut to 


| recover the Lateran Gate, and to eſcape this his ſecond danger, as fortunately as hee did 
| his firſt, by flying into the Kingdome of Naples - but his hopes {hall deceive him 3 for 


thee bought Bre/ati's Murther at anealſie rate, God hath now ordained and decreed 
that hee ſhall pay deare for this his ſecond of $txrio:and lo, here the impetuous ſtorme 
of Gods juſt revenge and indignation now befalls him, when he leaſt feares or thinkes 


{ thereof. The manner thus : 


As hee was ſwiftly galloping thorow Campo de Fnogo (the publike place where the 
Pope (that Antichriſt of Rome) burnes the children of God, for the profeſſion of his 
glorious Goſpell) and being at the farther end thereof, with an intent to draw towards 
the backe-ſide of the Capitol, behold, two Bricke layers building of a houſe upon a 
Scaffold., two Stories high in the ſtreet, as Bertolin; paſſed, both the Scaffold and the 


$Þþ twoBricke layers fell downe upon him , and his horſe , and ſobeat them both tothe 


ground : but as yet the newes of $turio's Murther wasnotarrived thither 3 ſo asdan- 


ger and feare making Bertoln; forget the hurt of his fall, hee againe riſeth up, and calls 
j| torhis horſe, which was ſpeedily brought him : ſo leaping into the Saddle, hee ſpurres 


away, with as much celerity as his Gennet could poſlibly drive under him. But if hee 
have eſcaped this firſt judgement of God, hee ſhall not the ſecond : for having palt 
the Capitol/ and the Amphitheater , his Gennet 'twixt that and the Laterar, fell under 
him, which putting his ſhoulder out of joynt, the Poore afflicted Beaſt could not riſe 


with bis Maſter , whoby this time 1s more afflicted and grieved then the harmeleſle 
Gennet 
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Gennet hee rides upon. Whereupon being amazed.and fearing that the ſearch woult | 
inſtantly follow and furpriſe him, hee leaving his horſe, betakes himſelte to his owns þ 
heeles : and ſowith much terrour both of minde and conſcience, hee knowes no 
whither togoe, or where ro hide himſelfe: butat laſt conſidering that the greateſt Þ 
dangers have neede of the leaſt diſtrattion , and moſt diſcretion, hee thinkes to tlye 


on his right hand to Horta Farneſ#, or the Gardens and Orchards which belong tg 


that illuſtrious Family : but thin againe fearing to meet with a wooden face, in (tead 


of finding an open deore, hee leaves that reſolution, and (asfaſtas his legs and feet 


can beare him) flies on his left hand up towards Nero's Tower (fo famous for that 
Empcroursinfamy, in ſtanding thereon , when heedelighted to ſee all Roxze on fire) | 
and here in the ruines and demolitions of an infinite number of Palaces, Churches, þ 
and other itupendious buildings, our murtherous Berfolini hides and huſheth up him þ 
ſelfe, hoping if the day were paſt, toeſcape, and recover ſome ſecret friends houſ: 


by night. 


\ 


hee is knowne there, found out, and hemm'd inof all ſides by the Captain: 


Guard , arm'd with Partiſans and Piſtols. Here Berfolini conlidering himſclfe a 
Rom:me Gentleman , would fayne have made ſome reſiſtance with his Rapier: 
but ſeeing their numbers to increaſe, and himſelfe alone, as alſo that it woullÞ 
farther augment his crime, and exaſperate his Judges againſt him, heeat thei 
firſt aſſummons delivercth up his Rapier, and yieldes, and rendereth himſelfe 
into their hands, who preſently convey him to priſon, where hee ſhall have but littk 
time to thinke of his hainous and bloudy Murthers , e're wee ſhall ſee him brought Þ 
forth and arraign2d before his Judges : but inthe 7zterimall Rowe ts polleſied andin- 


formed hereof. 


So the ſecond morne of Bertolini his impriſonment , hee is fetcht before his Judges, | 
where at fir{tthe Devill 1s fo ſtrong with him , as hee once thought to have denyed 


this Murther of S$txrio : but God proving more mercifull to his foule , hee upon his 


Judges grave and Religious remonſtrances, with many ſighes and teares freely conf: | 


{eth it, humbly beſeeching them to take pittie of his young yeares, and that it wasone 


ly the heate of youth, and the vanity of his ambitious honour, which had thus betrayed 


and ſeduced his ſoule to perpetrate this cruell and impious Murther,and for the whict 
he extremely and bitterly repented himſelfe. 


But the arrow of Gods wrath and Revenge is now fully bent againſt Bertslin7, as hi 


bullets were again{t Stxrio : ſoas his facred Majelry , caulinghis Judges to reſemble 
themſclves, they are deafe to his requeſts, and tell him, it is not his youth or his ambit! 
on,but the Devill that hath ſeduced and drawn him to performe this bloudy Murther: 
and fo for expiation thereef, they, in conſideration he isa Roan Gentleman, nobly 


deſcended , will not hang him , but adjudge his two hands to bee cut off before the | 


houſe where hee ſhot at $txrio, and then to be beheaded at the common place of exc- 
cution, atthe foot of Saint Angelos bridge, bis head to bee ſet upon a pole, over Saint 
Tohn de Laterans gate,and his body to bee throwne into Tiber : which the next day was 
accordingly executed 1n preſence of many thouſand people of both ſexes, and of all 
rankes, notwithſtanding the importunate ſollicitations which his father made to Car- 
dinall Borgheſe(the Pope Paulus 9uintus Nephew)to the contrary;who was too noble and 
generous to afliſt him in ſo baſe and 1gnoble a Murther. | 
And theſe were the lives and deathsof theſe three unfortunate Rowan Gentlemen, 
Brellati, Sturio, and Bertolini, and of that beautifull, chaſte,and forrowtull Lady Paw 
na. And here to conclude and ſhut up this their mournefull Hiſtory; I have beene m- 
formed that the curious wits of Kozze made many exquilite Epitaphs upon the deaths 
of Stario and Paulina, as alſo that Bertolini madea religious and moſt Chriltian ſpeech 
athisend, of which T muſt confeile I was not ſo happy to recover the light, or op 
0 


But God is too juſt tolJet this his cruell fat paſle unrevenged , and this blow | 
dy Murtherer unpumiſhed : for hee hath ſcarce beene there halfe an houre, but} 
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(digeſted into fix Bookes)which con- 


taine great variety of mournefull and me- 
morable accidents, amorous, Morall, Divine. 
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be fold ar his ſhop in Fleerſtreer, ar the ſigne of the Turkes 
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8IGHT HONOVRABLE 
AND TRVLEY WOR THY OF ALL HONOVR 
WILLIAM Farle of PEMBRORKE, 
_ LordChamberlaine to his Majeſty,Knight 


of the rhrice Noble Order of the Garter, and one of 
the Lords of his moſt Honourable Privie Councell. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


$1 is not your Dignities, "EO Vr- 
 \(. - not your Greatneſſe, but your 
Goodneſſe which firſt conjured my aft- 
71 tection, then commanded my reſo- 
WA lution to direct theſe ( forraigne ) 
= 4 ragicall Hiſtories toyour Honours pro- 
JR tection and patronage; For whules 0- 
== thers ( fayling" with the corrupt 
Iyde and Current of the times ) notonelyadmire, but 
xdore the exteriour parts of men, their Fortunes;I,tor my 
part, both honour and reverence their interiour quali- 
tes,and ornaments, Piety, Fidelitie,Generofity,(three daugh- 
ters of Heaven, embleming and perſonating the three 
Heavenly Graces on Earth, Faith , Hope, apt db ho co 
port 


———— 


— ———— 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 


ſport and convey our AMemorees as farre as the limuts of; 
Time,and a degree beyond it,& (on the wings of Tru K 
mount our Fames fromEarth toHeaven.fromErnvy to Gh 
ry, and from Mortality to Eternity. Not but that I ever 
way reſpect and honour that bloud whichis Nodle, by 
that I yet more deerely honour and deeply affect tho{ 
Pertues which havea ſecret, and ( as I may juſtly fay ) 
facred power in them to ennoble Nobility, bothwhit 
tranſcendentPrivileges,findinghandin handcheerefulhſ| 5; 
march,and really to ſimpathrze in your Ao. (ſithupaſ 
the reſplendent luſtre of our aCtions, Exvie 1snot capablÞ c, 
to inſinuate a blemiſh, nor Detraion of powertointrÞ 1, 
rroduce or inforce a diſparagement ) was the ſolÞÞ y, 
prevaling motive of this my Zeale and e4mbition. Ani , 
whenlI conſider thatthe Morality, Ends and puniſſf ( 
ments of theſe foule and crying ſinnes of Murther ſſp 1; 
whuch my two former Bookes (of this Nawwre) havelf s: 
ready related and divulged to the world, havenotonly] 7, 
been approved.but applauded of our moſt Excelient and 5 
Sacred King, (asonly ayming atGrods glory,& ourownf x 
reformation and preſervation ) | rather hope then d-Þj ;; 
ſpaire,that this Third ( whereinthe juſt revenge of Gu, || (: 
the Greatand Supreame Kyng of Kings, 1s no lefſe apps ſi y 
rent and conſpicuous ) will beacceptedandreceiveddf 
your Ho. Again,itfhghts againſt Murther,whichnotor ; 
ly ſeeks toſlay Aumanitz,buttherein tomurther Religin, ſ 7 
whichis the Life and Soule thereof. It denounceth wart | 
againſt Natare and Grace,againſt the Divine Ordinance k 
of Heaven,and the Coactive and penall Lawes of Eartt,Þ q 
whereby they areeſtabliſhed and maintained, asbeinyÞ tl 
the Comment and Sinenes, the Peines and Arteriesof Mi} n 
mnarchies and Common-weales ; as alſo againſt the Majeſty 


— 
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 (l ofGod, and the Crownes and Dignities of Soverargne 
wh Kings and Princes, his Royall Deputies and Vice- 
af vcrents here on earth, fith thereby hee loſeth ſoules, 
MF and theſe ſuvjects ; yea, fo generall and fo prodi- 
gious a progreſsion doth this ſcarlet finne of pre- 
meditated and willfull murther make in the uni- 
verfall World, and with ſo bloudy a deluge and 
inundation, it not onely waſhes, but ( as it were ) 
if drownes the face of the (bri/tian, that wee have now 
ml farre truer cauſe to cry out, and juſter reaſon to 
IE exclame than did Quineus Carulus ( ſo many cen- 
0 turies of yeeres ſince) O with whom, or where [ball 
Vl wee lrve in ſafety, fith in warres wee kill thoſe who are armed, 
wy and in peace who are unarmed ? Yea, your Honour, who 
I» ( with a happy conſtancy, and conſtant happi- 
LB nefſe ) 1s ſtill a profeſſed Champion for Charity a- 
LF painſt Envie, and aT atelary Protector for Vere againſt 
JF ice, C whiles divers great ones of the World 
Of make it not onely their practice, but their glo- 
fry to performe the contrary ) will, I hope, 
-E runne over theſe mournefull FHiflories, { and the 
| cverall accidents they relate ) wath your eyeof 
-F pity, and ſpirit of compaſ8ton ; and therein with a 
f religious joy, and pious inſultation, not onely ad- 
mire the Providence, but applaud and magnifie the 
Juſtice of God, in fo timely cutcing off theſe Mon- 
ſters of Nature, and bloudy Butchers of Man- 
kinde, with theſe their condigne puniſhments and 
deſerved deaths: In which Hope and Confidence, 
this Booke is no more mine, but your Hononrs, and 
[No lefſe 15 hee who collected and penned it ; and 
that my Name may futurely oblige mee to make 

Q 32 this 
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_ this preſent promiſe of my pennereall; Whiles mz| 

ny others ( ina vertuous emulation ) contend to de.| i 
ſervethe Hononrof your Favour, and ſtrive to purchaſe | 
the felicitie of your (Commands, none ſhall doe it with} 
more Integrity andlefle V anity,than 


Your Honours Iruly 
derpoted.” 


Ioaun REYNOLD, 
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The Grounds and Contents of 
theſe Hiſtories, 


HISTORIE XL. 


De Salez kifeth Vaumartin in a Duel; La Hay cauſeth Michaelle to poyſen La Frange; De 
* Qales loves La Hay,ard becauſe his father Argentier will not conſent that hee marry her. ſti- 
feth him in his bed, and then takes her to his wife 5 Shee turnes Strumpet, and cuts his 
throatz.as he is dying he accuſeth her of this blouiy fa, and himfelfe for murthering his fas 
ther Argentier : ſo his dead body is hang d to the gallowes, then burnt 5 La Hay confeſſeth 
this murther, and Likewiſe that ſhe cauſed Michaelle to poyſon La F range-/hee hath her right 
hand cut off,andis then burnt alive 3 Michaelle is broken on the wheele, and his dead body 
throwne into the River. 


Ds 


Hiſtory XII. h 

| Albemare can/eth Pedro and Leonardo t0 wurther Baretano, and he after ararrieth Clara, 

. whom Paretano firſt ſought 10 marry: He canſeth his man Valerio to poyſon Pedroim priſon | 
and by aletter which Leonardo ſent him, Clara perceives that her huchand Albemare had 
bired and cauſed Pedro and Leonardo to murther her firſt love Baretano - which letter ſtee 
reveales to the Tudge 5 ſo ne iS hanged, andl;kewiſe Valerio and Leonardo for theſe their 
bloudy crimes | 


Hiſtory XI1T. 


La Vaſſclay poyſoneth hey wayting-maid Gratiana, becauſe ſhe is jealous that her hushanud De 
| Merſonzs diſhoneſt with her 5 whereupon he lives from her : Tn revenge whereof; ſhee cauſeth 
his man La Villete to murther himin aWood, and then marries him in requitall. The ſaid 
. La Villete ayeere after riding thorow the ſame Wood, his Horſe falls with hin, and almoſt hils 
hinswhen he confeſſeth the mmurther of his maſter De Merſon,and accuſeth his Wife La Vaſ- 
ſelato-be the cauſe thereof* $0 for theſe their bloudy crimes, he is hanged, and ſhe burnt alive. 


Hiſtory XIV. 


 Fidelia az 4Czleſtina cayſe Carpi and Montelione, with their two Laquayes, Lorenzo and 
Anſelmo, to zzurther their father Captaine Benevente, which they performe. Monteleone 
andhis Laquay Anſelmo are drowned, Fidelia hangs her ſelfe, Lorenzo is hanged for arob- 
bery,and on the Gallowes confeſſeth the murthering of Benevente;Carpi hath his rieht hand; 
then his head cut offs Czleſtina ;s beheaded and her body burnt. 


Hiſtory X V. 


| Maurice like a bloudy villaine, and danmable ſonne, throwes his Mother Chriſtina into awvell, 
| nd drownes her : the ſame handand arme of his wherewith he didit, rots away from his body; 
| andbeing decraved of his wits in Priſon.he there confeſſeth this foule and inhumaine wnrther-for 
| the which he is hanged. 
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GODS REVENGE 


AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


Execrable finne of Maurther, 


HISTORIE XI. 


De Salez kzYeth Vaumartin i a Duel; La Hay cauſeth Michaelle 70 poyſ0x La Frangez De 
Sales loves La Hay,and becauſe his father Argentier will not conſent that hee marry her, t;- 
fleth him in his bed, and then takes her to his wife 5 Shee turnes Strumpet, and cuts his 
throats,us he is dying. he accuſeth her of this bloudy fa, and himſelſe for murthering his fas 


ther Argentier : ſo his dead body is hang d to the gallowes, then burnt 3 La Hay confeſſeth 
this mirther. and likewiſe that ſhe cauſed Michaelle to poyſon La Frange:ſbee hath her right 
hand cut off,andis then burnt alive 5 Michaelle is broken on the wheele, and his dead body 


throwne into the River. 


£ Llthough our perverſe Natyre, and rebellious thoughts may 
fora while make useſteeme Envieto be no Yice, and Mur- 
der a UVertxe; yet if we will ereCt theeyes of our Faith, and 
' ſolooke from our ſelves to our ſoules, from Earth to Hea« 
ven, and from Satan to God, we ſhall then aſluredly finde, 
that hating our Chriſtian Brother, we hate Chriſ# who 
made us Brothers : and murderinghim, that wee malici-- 
©” ouſly and preſumptuouſly attempt to recrucifie Chriſ?, by 
BO) DR whom we muſt, without whom we cannot bee ſaved. Butif 
TAIL > we will turne Atheiſts, and beleeve there is a Heaven, but 
al Q VIE R no God; or Devils,and ſay thereis aGod, but no Heaven, 
| FE '* thenthatuncharitable Texext of Envy may be held lawfaull, 
andthis bloudy poſition of Murder, practiſed, becauſe priviledged,elſe not. el 
et 


Y 


= 
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let us who are Chriſtzans reſend this devilliſh doctrine, and doctrine of Devils, to Hel 


from whence it firit came,and to the Devill himſelfe who firſt broached and inventeg | 


it : ſith we cannot proteſle it without making our ſelves Agents, nor perpetrate it, with. 
out becomming his very limbesand members, in regard they will infallibly provethe 


wofull fore-runners of our miſerie, and the wretched Heralds of our perdition : as the 


bloudy A@ors of this inſuing mournefull Hiſtory will make good, and inſtance tougjn 


themſclves when the ſevere judgements and puniſhments of God befell them ſo ſud. Þþ 
denly,asit was too Jate for them either to revoke or bewale the enormity of theſe the þ 


foule and infernall crimes. | 


France ) isthe place wherein wee ſhall underſtand, there was lately committed Þ 


T Holouſe - (as well for greatneſſe as ſtate, the third city and Court of Parl;ament of | 
and perpetrated, a tragicall Hiſtory, which hath many mournefull and bloudy 


dependances the which to branch forth, -and depaint in their naked colours, we muſt 


underſtand, that therein lived a Councellour of that famous Coxrt (being a rich Genik 
man well deſcended) tearmed Monſter de Argentier, whole wite being deceaſed, left Þ 
him father onely to one hopefull ſonne. of theage of two and twenty yeeres, tearmed Þ 


Meuſienr de Salez, who being wholly addicted to the warres ( from which martiall Pro- 


feſlion it wasimpoſlible for his old father to divert and withdrawhim ) hee procured ſþ 


him an Exſrexes place under Monſieur de Roquelaure,whom he ſerved inthe AdriatickSe, 


under the Noble and Generous Venetians, who then ſtood rather jealous then fearefull of 
the power and greatnelle of Spaznez butthe Chymrera of that warre ( after the termed 


three or foure yeares ) being vaniſhed and blowne away, and conſequently betwin 
thoſe two mighty Eftates, a new Peace contratted and concluded, although the old had 
not beene actually Broken and decelerated ) home returnes Monſzenr de Roquelanre, fat 


Gaſcogry,and with himDeSalez for Languedec and Tholouſe,where he is received of his fi- 


ther with much content and joy, not that hee was contented to ſee his ſonne profelk 
theſe Military courles({which onely aftords the ſmoake of Honour, and not the ſolidiy 
of profit) but rather that hee exceedingly rejoyced to ſee him returne therefrom 3 and 
from whence; if he cannot hope that his requeſts will ſolely divert him, yethe 1sreſol- 


vedand aflured that his Commands both will and ſhall. To which end,(as any humon Þ 
is ſooneſt ſubjeCt to bee expelled and defaced by its contrary ) fo the old Conncellow, Þ 
having as much Judgement anda Providence 1n his head, as his ſonne hath Yarity in his Þ 
thoughts,and Raſhreſſe in his reſolutions, doth both requeſt, and command him to leave Þ 
the warre for Peace, Armes for Love, the Campe for the City, and his Captaine fora 
Wife, and {ono longer to march and fight under the Banners of Mars and Be//orza, but Þ 
under the Standards of Yenus and Hymenens; to whicheffect, he profers himthe choice Þ 
of many rich and faire young Gentlewomen of the Countrey to his wife ; but eſpecially Þ 
(and with farre more earne{tneſle then any other ) to anexceeding rich match inthe Þ 


Citie, which wasa young Genilewoman tearmed LaFrange, being the onely childeot 


Monſieur de Clugny, one of the moſt famous and richeſt Preſidents of that Court, young | 
of yeeres, as being but ſixteene,or ſeventeene,but withall deformed both in favour and 
body, forſhee was of a browne and ſfoure complexion, and not onely a Dwarfein 
ſtature, but alſo exceedingly crooke-back'd, and yet beyond meaſure very amo- | 
rous, and defirous of a Husband : onely the endowments of her minde moſt richly 
recompenced, and made fatisfaCtion for the defects of her body, forfſhe had an active F 
and nimble wit, a {weet and ſugered tongue,a rich Mexzory, and a powerfull and hap- F 
Py Iudgement, and was indeed an excellent Dancer, ard Singer, and withall a moſt F 


perfect and exquiſite Muſician _: Bur as yet De $alez warlike and generous reſolution 


could not be ſo ſoone made flexible, to embrace the motion ofa wife, and {o _—_— 
1 
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| ſonnesexorbitant reſolution notwithſtanding) although he 
| [LaFranze had many noble Switors, who ſought her in n—_— : yetrelying upon 


De Salex and La Hay. 


_ *F7 


| Fixdeniall in ſtead ofhisconſent : but his wiſe old father Argentier , being there- 
| fare the more curious of his ſonne De Salez his proſperity and welfare, s 


ecauſe 
hee apparantly ſaw hee no way regarded, but every way Wn ithimſelfe; (his 
new that Madamoyſelle 


his anctent acquaintance and familiaritie with the Preſident de Clugny, asalſorthat 
that daughter of his, and this his Sonne were of both parties their onely children. He 


| raking time at advantage, breakes with him about this match : whereunto De 
| Clyeny hearkens rather with delight than diſtaſte : for if there were any diſparitie 
| inthe dipnity of their Offices, hee well knowes, that Argextiers blood and wealth 
| did atleaſt equalize, 1fnot exceed his 3 orif hee conceited any ſcruple in his 
| thoughts, which impugned or impoſed it, it was onely becauſe De Salez was a 
| $onldicr , and nota Lawyer, and conſequently delighted to uſe his Sword before 
' his Pen, and to weare and preferre a Scartet cloke before a Blacke. 
| agamne, theſe repugnant and averſe reafons were as ſoone buried, as borne, and 
| defaced , as conceived and ingraven in him 3 when he conſidered thathe himſelfe 
| in his adoleſcency was of the ſame humour and inclination, and therefore that 
| Experience had made hima Preſident to himſelfe , that Time was both the reformer 
| andrefiner of manners, and that(in all well borne and well bred fpirits)the Precepts 
| ofafather, and the ſweet converfation and counſell of a wife, had power to meta- 
* morphoſe the conditions ofa young huſband 5 whereupon the old fathers often 
| meetand conſult hereon, and ſo being fully agreed on all conditions, they likewiſe 
| appoint a ſolemne meeting for their children, bur the effect and iſſue of this their 
| enterview,will not coreſpond and anſwer their deſires. 


But then 


La Frange (as wee have formerly ſaid) being deformed and crook-backt,was no 


| way agreeable but diſpleafing to De Salez , but hee being a tall, and neat timbred 
| Gentleman, of a faire and feminine complexion, ſhee mſtantly moſt tenderly af 
| fefted , and dearely loved him. 
| Reader briefly to bee informed and advertiſed, that as thee beheld him with the 
| eyes of Love and Deſire, ſo did he her with thoſe of contexept and eine, ſhee buil- 

| ding caſtles of content in the aire of her thoughts and hopes , t 

| make him her huſband 3 and hee rafing both her and her memory out of thatof 
| his contemplations, vowing that Earth ſhould never make her his wife. Thus 
| though the Parents have already ſhut up the Contract, yet their children ſhall 
| never live to celebrate the Nuptials , for wee ſhall ſee diverſity of tragicall accidents 

| which are providing, and almoſt ready to oppoſe and impugne it. Parexts thinke to 

| bethe cauſes but God will ſtill bee the Authour of Marriages:for if his ſacred and di- 

| vine Majeify make themnot firſtin Heaven , they ſhall never ſee them folemnized 

| norconfummated on Earth. 


Ina wor1, I muſtrequelt the curiofjtic of the 


at Heavey would 


And here, to make an orderly progreſſion in this Hiitery , the Reader muſt 


| likewiſe underſtand , that of all other of La Fr.rges Suitors , none ſought her with | 
| fomuch importunity and impatiency , as the Baron of Yaumartin, whoſe chiefelt 


houſe and lands lay betwixt Aigue-mortes and Narbone (a Nobleman of fome thir- 


| ty yeares old, who (like many others of his ſtampe and ranke) had ſpent the 
| greateſt part of his youth and meanes in Paris, in laſciviouſly debauſhing and re- 
| relling with the Pariffar Ladies and Dames : ſothat the vanitie of his pleaſures 
| and expences making his landsfly away peece-meale, and the devaſting and fall 
| of his trees and —_—_ 
| preſident for all other debauſhed Ga//arts to obſerve and beware of ) hee leaves 
| Paris with curſes, and his bitter-ſweer ſinnes with repentance 3 and fo (to re- 
payre his errours, and to redeeme his loſt time, and decayed eſtate) he comes home 


s, making the reſt of his Mannors ſhake, anexample and 


to Lazguedoc , where hearing in Tholouſe of the Preſident de Clugny 5great wealth 


which hee muſt ſolely leave to higonely childe and daughter La Fravge» who was 
0 now 
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now martiageable, heereſolves to ſer all his other bulineſle and delignes apart. 
and ſotolay liege and ſeeke her of her fatherand ſelfe in marriage. Now to take 
the better ditection, and obſervation of this Hiſtory , wee mult hkewiſe under. 
ſtand that this Baron of Yaumartin was of a [wart complexion , a dwarfe of ſtature, 
and every way as crouk-backt as LaFrange » which the more flattered him in hiz 
hopes, andegged him on in his purſute , hoping indeed (though with as much 
Uanitie as Fenorance) that this their corporall reſemblance would the ſooner in- 
duce and draw her to affect him : bur his Arithwetique, or rather his Tudgemini 
willdeceive him : for it is conformitie of Humors ard Izclinations, and not of faces 
and bodies, which breedesand inflames a /yxzpathy in affettions. But hee is re 
ſolute in his reſearch ,- and fo better loving the fathers wealth, than the daughter 
Beautie , hee well aſſiſted and followed (with a traine and equipage worthy ofhj 
birth, and hermcrits) firſt ſeekes the daughter of her father, x her ſclfe of her 


ſelfe. As for the old Preſident de Clugny , hee hath heard of hisdebauſhed pranks if 


and ryots in Paris, and therefore vowes that his wealth gotten with wiſedome, 
and purchaſed with providence, ſtudy, and care inhis Age, ſhall never payfa 


the obſcene pleaſures and vicious prodigalities of his Youth : and ſo with may iþ 
verball complements (reſolving that hee ſhall never triumphin theconqueſt of Þ 


his daughter) he in generall tearmes puts him off. As for La Frarge her ſelfe, the 
{weetneſle of De Sakz complexion and perſonage 1s ſo deepely imprinted in het 
heart and thoughts, that it is1mpoſſible for Vanmartin to finde any admittance 
orentrance 5 for ſhee ſpeakes of none bur de Salez,thinkes of none but of de Sales, 
nor wiſheth her ſelfe with any but with de Salez. Againe, ſhee wonders at Y aumar- 


tins ſimplicitie, in ſeeking her for his wife : for if ſhee hate deformitiein her ſelfe, 


how is iteither likely or poſſible that ſhee can love it in her huſband ? No, no; 
though de Salez will not love Le Frange yet La Frange, muſt and will love de Sake, 
and none but him 3; and therefore lith de Salez his ſweet feature is a pearle inher 
eye, needs mult Vanmirtir be an eye-lore to her 3 yea, and if modeſty will permit 
mee to ſpeake or write an immodeſt truth, her heart doth ſo burne and flame in 
love to de Salez, that both day and night ſhee many times with ſighes » ſometime 
with teares, wiſheth her ſelfe either impaled in his armes,or he encloyſtred in hers: 


Now by this time Yaumartiz hath full notice and advertiſment of her affection Þþ 
devoted to none but to de Salez, 'as alſo his ſleighting and diſdaining her : Where Þ 


upon encouraged by this,and diſheartened by that, he leaves no coſt, care,or curio- 
ſity (either in gifts, dancing, mulicke, or bankets) unattempted, to crowne his 
wants» rather than his deſtres and pleaſures, with this though deformed, yet 
rich heire La Frange : fo leaving him to his vaine ſuite in courting her, ſpeake 
weea little of de Salez, , that (ith hee will not afteCt La Frange, we may yet obſerve 
and diſcover which way hee intends to ſhape the courſe of his affections and 
reſolutions. | | | 

For albeit hee had formerly addicted himſelfe and reſolutions to bee a profeſſed 
Souldier, yet Peace calling him home now to Pleaſare, and that to effeminacy, a fatal 
and dangerousvice, whichin the iniquity of theſe our times, and depraved marr 
ners not onely molt infenſibly creepes into common Souldiers and Commar 


ders, but alſointoall Armies, and into many Eſtates and Kingdemer, ſtill to the dif- 


paragment of thetr glory , and ſometime to the price of their ruine, and perillot 
their ſubverſion; hee began to let his Colours hang duſtie, and his Pike and Part 
zanruſtie by the walls,and to frequent the company of Ladies, which the old Coun- 
ſellor his father obſerves with jo hoping that inthe end he ſhall draw himto affett 
and marry L4Frange : butthele hopes of his will proove vaine, and this his joy wil 
ſoone be exchanged into ſorrow,and metamorphoſed into affliction and miſery:for 
that his ſo-ze is partly reſolved to marry, tistrue, but as true it is,that he is fully re- 
ſolved never tolove, muchleſle to marry La Frange. 


Now 
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| Now wee muſtunderſtand, thatin Thvloxſe there dwelt a Merchantof Silkess 
ake Þ or as wee in Eng/and (ay a Silk-man, termed Mosfiewr de Soulange, rather re” 
der- | pared rich ofothers, than knowne ſo of him(elfe ; and yer being an old widdower, 
ure, Þ ro the end the ſooner to ger him anew wife, hee puts a good faceon his eſtate; 
by B and maincaines himlſelfe, familie, and houſe, wich grear pompeand expences, 
uch Þ having no ſonn=, bur three faire daughcers, all niarriageable ; and yer (our of 
in- Þ embition, and in Emwlatios of the Gentry) ſeverally knowne and ſtiled by their ti- 
went | ces, notby their names, as Meſdeewwoyſe/ler de Merſy, La Preverte, and Ls Hay, all 
ces | famous for their beauties, and indeed for their purenefſe:and excellency thereof 
re- Þ juſtly repured and held the prime Birds of the Ciry, and yet the yoringeſt of 
ter Þ chem Ls Hoy wasthe Phenix ofall the three ; for ſhee was ſo ſweetly faire , and 
bs  Girely ſweerof compleRion, as ſhee drew all eyes ro doe homage to hers ; fo as 
ber © ic was almoſ# impoſſible for any man to looke on her withour loving her, or 
oks Þ cogaze on her withour defiringher : for her body was ſo ſtraight and ſlender, and 
ne, & the roſes of her cheekes ſo deliciouſly gracing the lillies, and the lillies the roſes, 
for Þ that che greareſt Gallant eicher of the Ciry or Countrey, held himſelfe not only 
ay B happy , but honoured with the felicicy of her preſence and company. . Bar in 
0 Þ oneword, togivetheſerhree ſiſters their rrue charafters, de farſy and Ls Pre-verte 
the © were farre more vertuous than Ls Hay, though Lg Heywere farre fairer than they : 
het WW for as Religion and Pietiz was their chiefeſt delight and exerciſe, as more defirons 
ice W to embeliſh their ſogles than their bodies ; ſo wanton pleaſure and vaine kaſcivis 
«,  ouſnefſe was hers, asrather delighting ropleaſe and adorne her body than her 
a EF foale, they being more vertuous than faire, ſhee more faire than vertaous, dif- 
ke, B ferent inclinations and reſolutions : theſeas happy andblefſed, as bers 'wrerched 
0; F adimpicus : their ations might have beene a Preſident, yeaa Pilot to havecon- 
ts,  Jofted her fame as well tothe Temple of Hopopy., as tothe harbour of immortall 
i glory, and of glorious immortality, bat ſhe yowes ſhe will. a prove Preſident ro her 
IMB {elfe,and her pleaſure ſhall bee a Pilot to her will, although ſhe mifle the Temple of Ho- 
"  aow,co find out that of beaſtly concupiſcence ;, and the harbour of immorcall glory, 
© B roſuffer ſhipwracke upon the thelves of inglorious infamy,and the rocks of infamous 
perdition. + - - ' F * | EL 33 
" To this Mov»ſeur de Sowlenger houſe the beauties of his three daughters, but 
© | ehpecially that of La Hay, and withall her pleaſing andtraQtable affabilitie, invites 
many young Gest/emes, and the eminenreit Citizens, who there paſſe their rime in 
courting and converfing, indancing, ſinging, and the like, whereunto the Youch 


* of Frevce more than any other people of the world are moſt licentiouſly addiged; 
i | 4dasrhings are beſt diſcerned and diſtinguiſhed by theircontraries ſothe yer- 
id Þ cs of De Marſy and La Preverte were made more apparant by Ls Hayes vices ; and 


her luſt and wheredomes were more palpably notorious in their chaſtity. Otrhar 
4 | Pfrrcere acreature ſhould bee ſubje& ro ſo foule a finne, andthat Beauty the beſt 
gift (andas I may fay the gold) of Natere, ſhould bee thus vilified and polluted 
with the beaſtly pleaſures of carnall concupifcence andobſcene ſenſaalitie !. For 
ayemee, Iwrite itwithas much griefe ro my ſelfe , as ſhameroher, ſhee wasro 
prodigall of her favours ; for ſhee imparted themliderally unto ſome for love, bur. 
x | uato moſt for money, not caring t2 whom ſhee proſtituted her body, ſothey fil 
kdher purſe, chereby ro ſupport her pride, and maiatainethe exceſſe andvanirie 
- | her bravery ; and yer ſhee was fo ſabrill and cautious therein, thatalchoagh ſhee 
4 | Vereaprofeſſed Conrteſas, ſhee would nevercheleſſe pablikely ſeemeia pure” and 
1 | Pnſporred/irgie ; and the better rofortifie her fame, andcomekertherepuration 
x | *f her chaſftiyy paſſe current with the world, ſhee would ſivcare all:thofero con- 
. | cealeherfavours, cn whomſoever ſhee impartedand beſtowed them: ; but if chis 
laſcivious ſubriltie of hers have power to bleare the eyes of the werld, how can 


this herbeaſtly ſinne of fornication bee unſeene of God, when che windowes, _ | 
and 


Gods revenge againſt «Murtber. Booke II, 
and beames ofherchamber, yeaher very bedwhereon ſhee hath ated her whore. 
domes ſhall one day give in evidence , and ſerve as witnefles againſt her; yea, and 
be petitioners onearth, that God will requice and reward them with vengeanc: arg 
confuſion from heaven. bs ; 
Now, among the reſt of thoſe deboſhed Gentlemen , who Cevotcdthgy 
laſcivious ſervice, and facrificed their fond affections to Ls Hays beauty, jn 
comes our De 82kez to inroule himſelfe one ; who, feaſting and furferring his eye, 
on the \delicacies of her freſh and ſweete complexion , Ieaves his owne father 
houſe, rofrequenthers ; yea hisdefires are foluſtfally inflamed with her beaatie, 
as with his belt art andpolicy hee lyes clofe. fiege to her chaſtity ,” and with my 
ny gifts, requeſts and oathes, ſeekesroendeere herto his deſires and pleaſure; 
Bar ſee the ſaubrillty of this laſcivious young Coxrtiſas ; for knowirg De Sal 
deeply inlove' with her,andto bee the onely childe of bistather, and hee one: of 
the richeſt Councellors ofTholosſe, ſhee conceives a plor in her head, to gy 
a fiſhing ro make. him her husband, and fo beares her ſelfe wonderfull mode} 
and coy, caſting a cloake and yeile of chaſtitrie over her unchaſt deſires an 
ations, as if ſhee were now a virgin, yea a Saint to him, though heretofore 
ſhee had many times played the Scrumper with others : bar her denyall dah 
rather inflame, than quench the fire of his luſt, foas making many affaults'ty 
raze downe the defences of her refulall, that hee may enter and rake poſſeſſion 
of her heart and favour, his beſt Art ard. Oratorie proves vaine ; for ſhee ot 
wardly retires her affe&tion , thereby the better inwardly to- adyance and finiſh 
her purpoſes - ſorhis repulſe of hers makes him hang kis head , and become 
penfive and melancholie z the true ſignes and ſympromes of a fooliſh and 
fantaſticall lover, as in effe&. wee fhall ſhortly ſee De $9/ez will prove himſelf; 
for the colder ſhee is inaffeftion to him, the hotrer is hee in luſt with her, for. 
getting the warres, yea, his diſcretion, himſelfe and all, rocrowne his defits 
in enjoyingher : the which (hee well obſerving, beginnesto triumph in he 
good fortune, as thinking him already fairely come to the hooke, and fo hops 
chat ifthe line of his foZy and her good forinne and wit hold , ſhee will ſoone mak: 
him, her husband, and her felfe his wife: For havingformerly mer withmay 
knaves inothers, ſhee now begins to reſt confidenr either ro finde, or make 
a foole ofhim, thereby ro ſerve as a veile to over-veile her whoredomes : Kee 
pleads hardto her for love; ſhee replies , ir is impoſlible to inde loye in luſt : Hee 
vowes hee will die her ſervant, ſhee ſweares ſhee will never live his (trumpet : Hee 
proteſtech thar ſhes ſhall ſhare ofhis eſtate, ſhee tells him plainly char ſhee had 
rather live apoore ife, than die arich Conrteſan : Hee replies, that hee adorts 
Af her beautie ; ſhe anſwers, that ſhee knowes no other , bur that he only ſeekesto 
[[] Prophane-and defile it. And here, with more facilitie ro make: him ſwalloy 
ft either a Gull, aGudgin, orboth, theeby ſtealch permics himto cull ſome kiſles 
as wellfrom: the cherries of herlips, as the roſes ofher cheekes : andin tht 
Interim like an hypocritall difſembling - queane, reads him many leQurs 
on the--parenefſe of Chaftitie , andthe foulenefle of Luft, on the bleſſedneſſe df 
Marrioze:; and the wretched eſtate of Fornication : Prophaneand impiousgiy- 
lee, whoſe ſpeeckes are perfumed with Yertze, and yether actions ſtinke, and 
are polluted and infeted with Vice : difſembling Syrewz, who caſts forth bit- 
ter ſweer :* inchanting eunesand charmes topleaſe the ſenſe, and yer purpoſely 
to:poyſonche: ſoule i.;.. pills of worme-wood candidin ſugar , honey to the pi 
late, bargall rothe ftomack ; A fatallrocke whereon many inconfiderate and 
deboſhed young Gentlemen have unfortunately ſuffered ſhipwracke, a wretd- 
ed Gulph and Labyrinth , which containes all varietie of endlefſe key 
r- op (>! + | | al 
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with bis owne laſt, ang animated and encouraged by her ſiveer ſpeeches, he veryja, þ - 
fally (yer faf{lz) flattering himſe}te wich the caoqueſt ofher favour and conſenc gia, 
thedaor,8 like « moſt lakcivious & diffolute Geateman,takes her in hisarms, & ſtxiyg h 
taconyey.her toche bag, reſolving cherecoinrich-himſelfe wich morethen kifles, Ye 
egreap the frujic of his h=aſtly pleaſures and obſcene and bruriſh defires; but his 
ſball deceive hlm:For akboygh Le Hey he a Courteſan in heart, yet ſhe will notbeeg 
in rongue,eſpecially naw ,where to ger her ſelfe arich husband, it behoves hertop 
Per priſe in Chaſtity,as it ſhe were as vertuous, as faire, and aschaſt as lovely ; Whey, 
oreexclayming,and ſtorming at this his laſcivious attempt and enterpriſe, levelledy 
the defloration and ſhipwracke of her Hogonr,ſhe with a violent power,& an enr; 
violence, uaskrewes her felfe forth hisarmes,and with a world of hypocriticall ſigh, 
and ceares flies to his Ponyard, which hee had throwne on the table,and unſheathi 
jr , Vawesghat ſhe will bee a ſecond Locretis, and that if ſhe cannot kill himbeforek 
havedefiled and deflouredher, yer that ſhe will aſuredly murther her ſelfe after;he, 
cauſe ſhe isfully reſolved, that her chaſtity (halout live her,not ſhe her chaſtity; A re, 
giqus and Honoweble reſoiution of hers, if it had proceeded from achaſt and ſan&ify 
hearc, burg{az,nothiog lefſe;for ſhee ſpeakes iraur of ſabtiltie,not out of Ferte,ours 
Policie, no way que of Pietic : de Soles by this time having wholly loſt his jadgementy 
the ſwcet &roſeat garden ofher delicious complexion, vowes that he is now as dey 
Iy i love yigh her chaſtity, as formerly with her beauty. When ſeeking to appeaſehy 
Chaler, and to pacific her Indigestion, as allo'to give truce ro his own thoughts,& <, 
tent to his defires; heſweares he isfo farre from intending her any diſhonour,ashei 
reſolyed codoe her all the honourofthe worldiYea fo farre,as if ſhe pleaſe,he is rech 
co accept her for his wife,proteſting,that of al the maydens of the world, he is deſirg 
to be hughand to none but her ſelfe, and that thefaule ſhall be hers, if he make nath 
words deeds. Ls Hay having her thoughts tickled with delight, coheare the pleaiu 
melody of theſe bis ſugred ſpoeches, doth therear preſently bn her fighes, anddi 
up. her tgqres 2 when chrowing away the Ponyard, and making him a moſt reſpedfi 
courtefie,and gratefullreyerence., ſhee with extended armes runnes to him, andhay 
abour his. neck,vowing that ſhe loyesno man inthe world bur himſelfe;and in conſe 
ting to be her husband, ſhee will rill death yield,not onely to be his faithfu!l wifein 
tending his pleaſures,bur his obſervant handmaid,to receive and obey his command 
and ſo they interchangeably greet each other with thanks and kiſſes. But yer ſhe knoy 
ing that his father Argiatiey was both rich and eminent, and her ownepoore anddi 
farre inferiour ranke, ſheis ſopoliticke & Gbcil.in the managing of this her affeQia 
a3 ſhe 1srefolved ta.make ſure worke,and todonothing by halfes- ſo as knowing te 
words are but wind, & what de $9/ex promiſeth her now, he may either forget or de 
to wa 1 row.ſhe intends to catch atopportunities forelocke,and fo with a ſweet andi 
eojouslofinnetion,drawes him to give her a Digwond Ring in roken of marriage, ſh; 
ſhe in exchange returnes him a ſmal gold bracelet, which ſhe wore upon her arme nah 
heart. And yet againe conſidering, that his father would very difficultly (or nevi 
(_ toconſengtothismatch, (hee can give no tree content taher defires, iſh, 
GrisfaRion to her feare, before ſhe have unitedand linked him toher,in a more ftridy} 
er and firmer bond of affurance.z when not onely feaſting, bur as it were ſurfertiy 
him with-yarietic of kifſes, ſhee bethinkes her ſelfe of a Policy,as worthy of her with 
= » as of his folly for performing : fordireQing him her ſpeech (whidi 
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e accompanied with- many -amorous, yer difſembling ſiniles) ſhee told 1 
he would futurely exceed himin conſtancy, &now outbrave him in affeion; whe 
taking pen-and paper, ſhe writes him a faire promiſe, and firm® aſſurance of her iy 


unto him (inthe mannerofa conrraR)and romake itthe more powerfull and auth}, 
| | ricaliſe. 
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7all,fobſcribes her name and ſigne toit, and herwixr ſighes and bluſhing, ſhee delivers ic 
tim;no way doubting, but rather sfſuring herſelfe,that he wouldrequite her with the like 
cyrteſie and obligation, as indeed che eyent anſwereth her deſires and wiſhes:For De Saks 
having NOW NO pawer left him to ſe@by his owne eyes, 1 meane, by thoſe of his judgmens, 
pconely by che ſe of his intemperare paſlion, and paſſtonare affetion, hee is ſo farre from 
jſcrying (much lefle from (uſpecting)her policy,as very ſimply and ſocri(hly he attribures 
cothe ferveney of heraffetion, the which hee interprers and entertaines, I know not 
whether wich more joy, ordeleCarion ; and ſo vowing not to dye her debtor for Coxrteſie, 
heyery rathly,and inconſiderately writes another tothe ſame effe&,an7 flyes fo farrefrom 
vitor diſcretion, as to ſhew himſelfe her ſuperionr in aff: (tion, as well as in ſex hee pur- 
ly cars his finger, and fo firmes his name thereunto wich his owne blond, and then 
wich a million of kiſſes delivers it her,vowing thar her pleaſure ſhall bee hislaw in the ac- 
-ompliſhing chereot:onely he prayes her for a time to be ſecretand ſilentherein, for thar 
hefeares he thall hardly draw his Father to conſent hereunto, the which ſhe very cource= 
ouſly grants him:and ſo he triumphingin her beauty,and ſhe in his wealth, hein her yourh, 
ind ſhe in his fimplicicy, they for that rime parr,not doubting bar they ſhall ſhortly reape 
hefruites of their matrimoniall deſires and wiſhes ; for till hen, ſhe ſweares(chough with 
mequivocating reſervation to forſweare herſelfc)ſhe will live a moſt pure and fnſpotted 
irgin,and that as the leaſt of her affeion and courteſice towards him, ſhall be ſmiles, ſo 
he moſt ſhall be kiſſes, 

But this/affe ion or rather folly)of De $akz,in contratting himſelfeto Lg Hay,isnot ſo 
ſecretly borne, but as her former anchaſtiry was a generallargumenr of talke ro the whole 
city of Tholouſe ſonow this of her ſubtilty and good forcane, isthar of its univerſall prat- 
ling and admiration, occaſioned and redoubled by the oppoſite conſiderations of Arges- 
tr knowne wealth, and de Sow/avges ſuppoſed poverty ; and againeof de Sek luppoſed 
I chiſtiry, and of de /a Hoyer notoriouſly knowne whoredomes. And as Fame is ſtill fo catling 
al oddefſe, char evenrs and accidents ofthis naturecan hardly be concealed, and difficulely 

ui oprefled and ſmothered : ſo by this rime contrary ro the expeRations and hopes of onr 
Wmoyoung lovers, the old Councellor Argestier hath notice of this unlooked-for newes, 
un dofthis unwiſhed for familiarity berwixc his ſonne,and chat ſtrumpetLe Hey, when con= 

Wideringthe great oppoſition berwixt de Clugey's Nobility.and wealth and de Sonlanger 
meaneextration and poverty; as alſobyatrue and uncontroleable Antithe/is, comparing 
Wie foule and enormous vices of Ls Hay with the fweer &r:ſplendantvertues of La Frawye; 
0 he(as much diſdayning thar match,as deſiring this for his ſonne, very haſtily ſendsfor him 

Wothe Arbor, where purpoſely attending him, he with lightning in his lookes, and chun- 
Wir in his ſpeeches, layes before him rhe ſimplicicy,and forriſhneſfſe of hisrefolntion, inpre« 
Offering Ls Hay before La Prenge.a ſtrumpet before a virgin,anda Pedlars brat,before a ich 
Wernclemans onely cavghterand heir, ſhewes him the infamy ofthe firſt; and the g'ory of 
Mſtmatch;rhere his unavoydable miſery, here his afſared happineſſe, in che firſt hisurref 
ine and ſhipwracke, and in the laſt, his infallible proſperity and felicity : and ſo inter- 
nixing threars with teares, with a paſſionate paternall affection, hee endeayoureth to 
"Wptſwade him to leave Za Hay, and to matry La Frange; or if not, hee vowes and fiveares 

Evholly rodifinherichim, and from thence-forch never repute oreſteeme him for his 
-c onne, 
ve Bur de Solez his fooliſh vanity, and vaine affeQtion in himſelfe rowards his new con- 
WOOErifted Love, Ls Hey, isſogreat, and conſequently his filiall obedience co hisfather fo 
| Dita; },as notwithſtanding this his wholeſome adviſe and counſell, he is ſtill refolare and 
WMEEconſtant to preferre La Hay before La Frange,the beauty of the one, before the deformi- 
fel; of the other,his owne congent before his fathers,and Sowlarges eſtateand birth before 
NWthe great wealch and noble extraQion of De Clugay bat this raſhnefle, indifcrerion;and ir 5 
1c@ratitade of his will coſt him deare. | : 
Now if Argesticr have perfeRt intelligence _ carious notice of his ſonnes familiarity 
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wich thatfaire yetlewd Curtezinr Ls Hay; volefic hath La Fravge, who poore ſonle T7 Golf 
. deeptly inamoured of 42 Sales as the very firft newes and conceir, that another ſhoulgy, Þ ow! 
toy him.and not herſelte,for very griefe and ſorrow, ſhe ſeemes to drowne her ſelfeiny, | rod 
deiuge of her reares. His father is choller icke therear,ſhe mournefull;he incerſed, ſhe aff. 8 67% 
Gegzhe inraged, and the perplexed and tormented: his paſſions and anger proceed; fron A<! 
ſuſpition, thathe ſhall ſo ſoone find a Javghter inlawin ls ey, her ſighes and tex, fÞ EF 
from feare,rhat ſhe ſhall ſo ſoon Ilcoſe ber Love though nother Lover, his ſonne ge 84; | rot 
Againe che argument of his choller, is /a Hayes unchaſtity and poverty, and the cauſe} gV 
her diſc-nſolacion, de 8ak% his wealth and verrnes : hkewiſe ſhee ſees that Argentier hay I this 
no reaſon t© hop?. that his ſonne will marry herſelfe, ſoch 1s her deformiry, and agains 
that he hath all che reaſons of the world, as well to doubt, as fearz, that he will wed Lit, 
ſach is her Þc2ury : Bur fith de Salez will beare no morereſpe@ to his farther, nor ffedin 
rolaFravge,ieave we therefore his father Argeniiers paſſions,and 12 Franges per lexities,n Þ * 
be appealed and qualified by Time,or rather by God, the Author and giver of time, wh | 
ontof hisall- ſeeing providence and facred pleaſure,onely knowes in Heaven, how befty Þ L 
diſpoſe and manage the ations of earth , and ſo come we toother unexpeRed occurrem i #94 
and eycnts.which like ſo many enterieQing.,and intervening poy nts,2re contained withy Þ ® 
the circumference of this Hiſtory, 
 Thaveſolonginfiſted on the aff: tions of de Salez and /a Hay, as but to the judiciog 
and temperate Reader it would ſeeme toappeare, that che Baror of Yaumeartin,hath wha MW 
ly.forgdttentoremember his to his Lady La Frange : But to put that doubt onr of queſt. ſ # 
on, andthis q:eſtion onr.of doubr, we ſhall ſee him returne tooroo ſoone, toatapyr 
not ſoreligious an&honourable, as bloudy, upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory : Forbythy i 
time both his credicors and his ' debts are growne ſo clamorous, and his reputation if 
hnds fo neere forfeited, for want of difingaging, as to ſecure the one, and to providefy i 
theother,he knowes no other invention nor meanes but togaine La Frarge to his wiſe: 
when asit were provoked ke precipitated on by the neceffiry of this exigent, his thoughy bh 
leave heaven to flye to hell, and conſequently fly from Ged to Sathan, ro conſult hows. ko 
ther by the by, or the maine he may obtaine her; yea, though wich the perill and hazzad bo 
of his owne life,to cat off theirs , who ſecke therein to prevent his deſires and defigns, ſh © 
In which helliſh ratiocination, he as devoyd of Regſon,as that is exe mpr either of Gracect G 
an 
18 
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Piety,chus reaſoneth with himſelfe : De C/gay bates me, for ſeek ing ro marry his dang) 
ter,and thattime may remedy for me; but w® is worft of all ſhe loves De $akz, and feet 
anddefires ro marry him, and this I muſt remedy incime, if I eyer expe to obrainedt 
enjoy her ; and ſoreſolves romake him away : bur 1s asyet irreſolure how to perpetrate, 
and in what manner to finiſh ſo execrable abufinefſe. Bur this is not onely the voyce 
his malice,but che ſentence of his revenge, that De Selez muſt dye : wretched Yawmariir 
unworthy to beare the name ofa man, much lefſe of a Baren,but leaſt of all of a Chriftian,n 
that becauſe De Sgkz hates L#Fronge,and ſhe loves him;that th-rfore thou wile not love, 
bur hare him; or becauſe ſhee loves him, and not thy ſelfe, that therefore thon wiltkil 
him,that ſhe may love thee. See, ſee,raſh,and inconfiderate Nob/eman , how treacheroull 
the devill hath hood-wink'd, yea, inveigled chy judgement, & beſotred thy ſenſes, tokil 
one that loyes thee, to kill, I ſay,a Gentleman who hath nor offended thee, but is every wiſ 
thy friend,no way thine enemy : or if rhon think it wiſdome, that covetouſnefſe muſt re 
deeme thy former prodigality , las, alas, canſt thou yer be ſocrnell ro thinke it eithe! 
lawfull or religious, that future murther ſhould either occaſion or aurharize ir? Buttht 
Deuill hath fo farre prevailed wich his impions reſolutions, that againe he reſolves, De 86 
kz muſtdie : and yer thou thinkeft poyſon as unworthy of him, as he is worthy of thy 
ſword; ſohad thy laſt reſolution been anſwerable ro thy firſt , «fire thy ſe!fe rhou hadl 
made thy ſelfe more happy,and not ſo miſerable : for aspoyſoning was the invention 0 
the Devill, and is praiſed by none bnt his agents; ſo this diſhonourable point of honoUt 
to fight Duels, was never inſtituted by God, nor profeſſed by thoſe who really _ p 
1 je | Goſpes; 
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orel . yea, it is nor onely cruely ro difhonour God, in ſeeking falſely to preſerveonr 
ane Hozour and repurarion,bor we affuredly Fab at the Mateſtie of the Creator, in ſeeking 
rodeface man hiscrearure; and to nfe bata word, as it is repugnant both ro Nature and 
Grace, ſorbovgh ir begin inthe heat of paſſion and pleaſure,ic many rimes terminates in 
Oh Repenrance, bar ftillin tre jntamy and miſery. ; 

Bot Youretins faith being ſo ſtrong with Setkan,and ſo weake with his Saviour, he will 
ls © rort-ke a law from Religion to give to his Exvie, but rather rakes one from his Exvie to 
giyeto his Kelig7oz;2nd lo very prophanely and raſhly by his Lackey Ls Roſe, ſends De $alez 


as @ this ChalleDge- 


" UanvnarkTintoDE SaYtz 


, F thow ſecke the cauſe of my malice.thow mayeſt finde it inthe Lady La Franges aff: #ios to thie, 

E. hatred to my ſelfe ; wherefore hold it mot ftrange,that T1 new command my Pes to invite thee, 
 aadthy ſword to meet me tomorrow on hor ſe-backe without Seconds , 'twixt five and fixein the mor- 
n | ging bebinde the Tacobins Garden, Love aod Valour thou kroweft, are never capable of much ex- 

wlation ; as deſirous rather to be tryed ie aGios, thas ſeene iu words. Could that ſweet Lady, 
(ohowill not be wine, becanſe thou art h:rs ) have affeFed me more, or thee lefss, wee might have 
pwned as true friends, as now our reputations coniure us elther #0 live or dje , Honorable 


Wee ies- 


VAYVMARTIN. 


DeSakez having received and read this Challenge, doth nota lictle wonder at the 
BIronof Vaunartias ſtrange paſſion and reſolution, in ſending ichim, eſpecially , fich hee 
knowes chat the motives and grounds of his malice were ſounjuſt and frivolous: fo, 
how to anſwer him, as yethee knowes not; foras his Gznerofity one way invites him 
tofighr, ſo his diſcretion another way perſwades him from ic: Bar conſidering the 


a 7” I -. = A. iz > 7 = = 


poore eſteeme he makes either of the Lady La Frexge , orher affeftion, thinking it folly 
| fight without cavſe, andto hazard his lite wicthour reafon, he calls for Pen and Paper, 
; © indasa wiſe, yer valiant Gearleman, by hisowne Lackey, returnes the Baron of V aumer- 
; © fo this anſwer. we 
; - " 
, DE SALEZ fo VAVMARTIN. _ 20! 
| Have ſeeme any Challenges but one of the Nature of thine vow ſent me: for #0 write thee 
f the truth.the grounds and foundations thereof are nuinft. falſe, or both : for bring but the ezes of 
i thy Indgement , aud mot of thy paſſion, tobe Indge aud Umpier betwixt ws, and thouſhalt both: 
1 ſe ged finde, that 1 not onely diſclajmethe Lady La Franges offeFion, but b:r ſelfe; fith I ay- 


: EtLgine to another, and ſhee ſhall wever to me. IT heere fhew thee my love throughthis true proſpe- 

, Gipeof oxy heart 5 which ifit will not ſatisfie thy malice, then know that my weake Valour is neither 
| Peble nor deſtrons of farther expoſtulation then that my Sword is os willing to bring thee deedt, 

| "thy Pen was to ſend wee words : for either ſiughe, or with Second, either on foot or horſe-backe, 

T will ſtill be ready to give reaſon to thoſe who will aot reliſh,or receive avy but their owne : and it 

p is reſoltion of mine,T ku ow I ſhall either tive with Repucarion,or dye with Hononr. 


of Dsz SaxteEz. 
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Vanmartis having receivedand perufed this Letter of refufall from De Saks, _ 
of the hear of his paſſion, & height of his folly,repures it rather to cowardiſe, than diſge, 
tionin him ; and ſo his courage and revenge the more inſulting and inflam'd therear, he, 
bending his browes(as if Contewpt and Exvieſare wreath'd in the furrowes thereof) ve 
ſpeedily againe returnes him his Lackey, with this raſh anſwer : 


Vaumartin te De Salez. 


T Hy Anſwer gives eeeno ſatiifation, fithT know that 10 deny thy afſetion to the 
La Frange, is to dezy the hight of theSuanne is Hr brighteſ® a#d hotteft Meridian 
wcither are the grounds or foundations of mmy Challenge either wninſt or falſe, a: thos j 
thy falſe Proſpetive endeavoureſt to make mee ſet or beleeve : for being ignorant who j; 

Miltris, 7 kgow thou reſolvelt 10 make wo Lady of the world thy wife but La Frange, | , 
Tcannot rightly define whether thy proceeding with mee bee. more ſubtill or malicious, «| 
what end thox ſhoxldeſt attempt the one, or praGice the other towards mee, waleſſe out 


thy valour will prove true to thy [elfe, end whether the effe&s of thy Sword bee as great © 
ſubfance, as the vanity of thy Pen depaints them, in fhew, and oftentatiov + ſo my Chal] 


2: ſtill my Reſolmtion, andthe performance thereof muſt bee mine, except thow reſolve to live withy 


much Inſemy, as the concluſion of thy letter promiſeth thou art ready to azewith Reputation ay 
Honour. | 


Vaumartin. 


De S#let, having teceived and runne over this Letrer, and ſeeing that Yannis 
was ſtill wilfull and reſolute to fighe, thinks that he ſhould degenerate from him 
ſelfe, his Blood, and Profeſſion, if hee did nor now accept and anſwer this his Challenge: 
wherefore calling for Yawmertins Lackey, hee rounds him thus in the eare, Tell 
Moſter, that if I line, I will n0t faile to breaks faſt with him timely is the morning, according to th 
expeFation. Thus we ſee theſe two inconſiderate Gentlemen agreed, their match concluded, 
and nothing bur the night to hinder chem from fighting, as if their glory confiſtedin 
their ſhame, andas if Natwre had never taught chem how to preſerve their lives,norGra,, 
their ſoules. | 

Sothe Morne peeping forth through the windows of Heaven, as ſoone as the Suu 
with his gliftering beames began to ſalute the woods and mountaines, our tworeſolur 
C 1 bravely mounted with each his Chirwrgeon, are in the field at the affignd 
Rendeuous; and firſt comes Yavrm4riin, and then immediately De Sulez, when thelt 
Chirargeonr performing the duric and office of Seconds, being ſome handred paces diſtant, 
they give ſpurs fo their Steeds,and ſo drawing their ſwords, ſwiftly part, like two flaſhes 
lightning each towards other, Artheir firft meeting, de Salez gives YVeomertie the firlt 


hurt inthe right ſhoulder, and he ge 84/ez another inrequitall, inthe righe fide of the Þ 


necke:when being both good Cavaliers, (and wel necrease<quall in yeeresas courages)they 
tarne ſhorr,and then fall ro ic againe with bravery and reſolution, when againe Yeomerils 
runs de Solez; through bis left arme ofa deepe and wide wound, and he onely {leighty 
cuts bis ſhirt npon his ribbes, giving him onely a raze or ſcar,btr as yer both free from any 


danger of death, ſo they mucually conſent to breath: but their ambirions and courage of 


borh tides. are ſo exaſperatedand inflamed, asalchough they are all bloody, yet this will 
will not ſuffice: ſo they fall to it againe; and in this cloſe De Seks his horſe ſtumbles _ 


premeditated refolution and purpoſe, thereby io maks thy glory the more apparent and Te 
Jew in wy \hame : Wherefore ſththy frienfhip is falſeto mee, I muſt, nay I will ſei 


— 
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þim; whereat Vaumariin,( though a dwarfe in ſtature, yer not in Valour and policy} tak-- 
ing the aduantage ot this accidenr, gives him firſt a licke orc his pare, and then runnes him 
atthe ſhore ribbes: bur de Sa/ez rayningup his horſe, prooued fauourable to him; fir 
by that meanes Yaumartins (word merand glanced on arib,withour doing him any farcher 
hurt, De S«k:2 (eeir> rne redoubling of his wounds, begins to redoubl: his courage, and 
difdaining thus to be outbraved and beaten by a Pigzzey, he lyes home ar YVaumartie, and 
artheir very nextcloſe, runnes him thorow the body, ofa deepe and morcall wound. a 
lictle above che navell; whereat his ſword preſently fallsonr of his hand cothe ground, and 
hee immediacely likewiſe from his horſe ſtarke dead, without having the Grace or happi- 
| neſſe, eirher to callon, or name God. O what pitty, what miſery is ir, that a Chriſtian ſhould 
djelike a beaſt, havingneither power topray, nor felicity ro repenr. Thas we lee the 
Challenger k1'[ed, and hee who wou'd have murthered a ftranger, murthered himſclfe by 
altrangere a Leffon to teach others to beware, by the Traziratland mournfull end of this 
jah Nobleman. De Salez ſeeing Yanwertis dead, praiſech God for his victory; and fo 
kaving his breathlcfſe corps to his ſforrowfull Chirwrgies, he gallops away to che nexr 
| Village, where he cauſeth his wounds tobe drefſed,and from thence provides for his ſafety. 
' All Tholou{erings and refounds of this diffaſterons and Tregicel accident: De C/ugay is glad, 
that De S#b:2 hath eſcapeddearh, yetſorrowfull that Yauwariie is killed, in refpet hee 
| feares hee under:ooke this quarrell for his daughter La Franges ſake: who hearing thir De 
$a; wounds are no way mortall, infinitely reioyceth,and criumphech cherear, flattering 
| herſelfe ( though with this falſe hope) that he affected her farre more dearer than he 
made ſhew of, or elſc that he would never hve fought with YVeuwarti» for her ſake, nor 
have killed him bur for his owne. And thus, though hamanitie made her grieve for Yaw- 
wertior death, yetthar griefe of hers was as ſuddenly converted inro ioy, when ſhe ſaw 
| hereceived it by the handof De Solez, whom ſhe reſpe&ed and affeed more dearerthen 
| alithe Gentlemen of the world. Now, as for his father Argertier, the life of his ſonne 
lizewiſe wiped off the rememberance of Yavevartinrdeath,and yetir grieved him inwardly 
thathe ro whom he gavelife, ſhould give death to another:and farre the more,in thar this 
mfortunate accident muſt now enforce him co beg pardon from that grave Conrt of Parli- 
amt, for this murther perpetrated by his ſon, fich he had formerly ſo often pleaded 
for juſtice againſt others, for the like crime and offence; Bur all theſe joyesof 4rgeniier, 
DeClugry, and his daughter Ls Frange, are nothing tothoſe of Le Hay for the life and 
victory of her deare De Solez: leaping as it were for meere conrent and pleaſure, chat 
ſhee ſhould ſhorely ſee, and inioy him for her husband, and that God hath both reſer- 
yedand preſerved him to crowne her with the ſweernefſle of this deſired felicirie. 
Thus while Ls Frazge and Le Hay triumph and congratulate the returne of De Safes, 
Þ Argestier publikely, and De Clugny privately, imploy their chiefeſt power, friends 
andauchoritie, to procure his pardon firſt from the King, then from the Parliameet, 
whereof they arerwo famous members. Which at laſt, (by the meanes and fauour 
ofthe Duke of Ventadour) they obtaine: So this murther of his, is remitted in Earth, 
bur I feare me, will noc be forgotten in Heaves: for though men be inconſtant in cheir 
decrees, yer God will be firme and upright, aſwell inthe diſtribution, as execution 
of his judgemenrs. Meti as they are men may erre, bur as they are Chriſtioss they ſhould 
| nor; but God( eicher ropleaſe or difpleaſe them) neither can nor wiil. | 
De $9lez, no ſooner hath eſcaped this danger, bur forgerring his former foliies, and 
his tathers aduiſe and houſe, he againe,in a manner voluntaiily imprifoneth himſelfe with 
dis miſtris Lo Hoy in hers; wherear as his father ſtormes, ſo De Clag#y and La Frenge bir 
the lip: hoping that this good office in procuring him his pardon, would more ftrily 
have united him co herſelfe, and conſequently ſe queſtred him from L2 Hy; bur nothing 


lefſe, for he ſings his old cane, and will rather run the hazard of his fathers difpteafore, 
| | thari 
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than leave Le Hay to take la Frange: whereart his father Argentier reneweth bis choller, 


and revives his indignation epgainit him, as deficing nothing ſo much in this life, as ro ſe Þþ 


him mariedrtc /@ Frazze, but he ſhal never livero tee ir; for there are coo many dilaſteroyy 
accidents preparing tocroſiz and prevent It. 

Whites theſe things happen in Tholouſe, there betides an unexpected and unwiſheg 
buſinefle, which mult call away Arges3er to Paris: For the Lordsof the Privie counſel| of 


Frexce having rec-ived ſome informations & grievances againſt the body of the Courtof 
Parliament of Tholouſe; command them ſpeedily to ſend up ſome D: puties to anſwer ſuch | 
macrers as thall be objeCed azainſt them ; whereupon, the gravitie and wiſdome of thy | 
Court, in obedience to their ſuperiours, elect ewo Preſedents and foure Counſelours t Þþ 
undertake that journey and buſFnefſe, among whom De Clvgay is choſen for one of the py. 
fidents, and Argeniier for one of the Counſeliours:as indeed their integritie and profoung iþ 
Wiſdemeand experience bad made them eminent in that Court. As for De Clugsy at hi; Þ 


imporeanatere. queſt made ro the Court) he was diſpenſed with, from thar journey, 
by alleadging that his age and ſickenefſe made him altogether unfic ro undertake it: bu 


all the evaſions and excuſes, which Argertier could make, conld not exempr him, bur 
he muſ} needs ſee Pgris. Bur firſt, before his departure he had a long and ſerious confe- Þ 
rence with deClugzy, how toeffect the ſo long defired match of his ſonne and danghte, Þ 


the finiſhing whereof was referred rill his return from Paris, which ſweet newes infauitely 


rejoyced and delighted the young Ladie La Fravge, and the immediate night before 
he wasro rake Coach, hee calls his ſonne de Salez to him, and with a perſwaſive and 
poweriull ſpeech, requeſted him 1 his abſence ro Love /s Frange, which hee in plaine Þ 
rermes p-oteſted and vowed to his father, he could net; then hee conjures him, neve: 


to marry /s Hay, which likewiſe he would not grant: and to conclude, fith his father 
could nor prevyaile inthe two former, he commanded him upon his bleſſing, that he 
would never marry any wife whatſoever without his conſenr, the which indeed 4 
Sglez could nor denie, bar faithfully promiſed his father; yea, and bound ic witha 
oath, yet ſtill hoping, thatit was as poſlible for him ro draw his fatherto conſent hee 
ſhould marry /s Hay, as it was asimpoſlible for his father ever co perſwade him 
marry /s Fravge: and ſo that night the father rakes leave of the ſonne, and hee the 


next morning of his father, wiſhing him a proſperous journey, and a ſpeedy returne; | 


who ſaſpe&ting, and fearing, that in his abſence, contrary to his requeſtsand prayen 


his Soeve would onely abandon /2 Fraxge to frequent Js Hay; hee being arrived to i 
the Cttie of Tovres, thought him ſelfe bound in Nature, aſwell for his owne content, s Þ 


his ſonnes rranquillitie and proſperitie; againe, to fignifie him bis mind in ſame fey 
lines of adviſe and counſell, and to ſend ithim by the ordinary Carrier of Tholwſ: 
which was then in that Cittie, bound thither from Pars: his letter ſpake thus. 


ARGENTIER (tO DE Sant 


enſuing lines, for thy Youth cannot ſee that which my Age knowes, how many miſerier are ſub | 

ie, to wayt and attend on Vice, end hyp many bleſſiwgs on Vertiue , if LaFrange beet fair, | 
get ſheeis comehy, not comemptible + but ſith her defe&s of Nature ere ſo richly recompesſed wit | 
#he Ornaments of Fortune, andtheexcellencies of Grace ; why ſhould thy aff:@ion preferre La Hay 
before her, who hath nothing but # painted facets overvaile the deformity of ker other vices £ If thou | 


[| T #1 041 of a Fatherly,and (48 1 may ſay) areligious care of thy good, that 1now ſead thee 1heſefes | 


wilt leave 8 Saint 30 marry 4 ſirnmpet,thentake La Hay, and forſake La range ; but if thouwil 
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moet totuhe a Sint, theemarry Ln Frang? andleaveL1 Hy, for looke what diff2- 
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wrſake a ſts 


| rence ther FF between? 1h:ir births, tho ſhut fied: tenn: timss more betwzenz the chaſtity of the 


om, rl thel-vitieof the other : if thou eſponſ: the firſt, thou ſhall finde Conrent an4 Honour , 
if th: ſecond, ſ0 1? and repentance : for Rom not wh:ther La Frange will bring thee more happt- 
we, or L1 Huy riſery. Thirk etterſh4t ſerve aa witn-ſſe betwixt God, my ſelfe, and thee ; 
that if 1h2u per ſor im? W2 89! thy promiſe 4910.11), I wil deny thee my bleſſing, and deprive thee of ” 


| p15, 


ARGENTIER, 


D: Sac having received this his fathers letter in Tholouſe, excezdingly grieves tote 


him diigrace his miſtrefſe,by the ſcandalous name ofa ſtrumper, which hee knowes ſhee 


jsnor, and therefore will never be!eeve it; yea, hee vewes, that if ic were any other in 
theworld, who had offered him hart intollerable affront, hee wonld revenge, though 


wichthe price and perillof his life. 14 Hoy perceiving this diſcontent andalterarion of 
| minthin him, bu: from what point of the Compaſſe this wind proceeds, ſhee neither 
| knowes,nor as yer can conceive : but withall,derermineth to make the diſcovery thereof 
| hergreateſ} 4mbition, and not herleaſt Care, which ſheenow well knowes it behoones 
her ro doe, firh ſhe finds De Slez leffe free, and more reſerved and pentfive in her ſpeeches 
| thanaccuttcmed ; Bur when in yaine ſhee had hereunto uſed many ſmiles and fetches; 
| loeherefalls our anunlook'c for accident, which bewrayes her the very pith and quin- 
| reſſence of che Miſtery : For ona time, when hee lay (lumbring on the cable, ſhe as accu- 
| ſtomed, divingintohis pockets for ſweet meates, or rather for gold (of both which, hee 
| many times went well furniſhed ) ſhee findes his fathers{ aforeſaid ) letter, which ſhee 


knew by the dire&ion ; and ſo flying into another chamber, and bolting the doore af< 
terher, ſhe there reades it both with griefe and choller; when ſtung to the quicke, and bic- 
tento the heart and gall, roſee her repuration and Horour thus eradaced and ſcandali- 


zed by ihe father of her pretended husband ; ſhe with rearesand inrerjefted fighesand 


| grones, fliesbacke to De Safez,, and holding theletrer in herhand, like a diſembling and 
| impious ſtrumper as ſhee was, there ſhewes it him, cakes Hezven and Earth tobeare wit- 


refle of her innocency,and of the irreparable and <xtre2me wrong his father hath offered 


| ber, inſeeting to eclipſe the Glory of herchaſtity, which ſhee ſweares ſhee will beare 


pure and unſporred,nor onely to his bed, but to her owne grave. Bur Ales ales, theſe are 
the effeCts and patlions of diſſimulation,not of truth ; of her prophanenefle, not of her pþ- 
ety, which time wiil make apparent to DeSakez ; though now her beeuty and ceares bee 
fopredominate with his judgemenr and folly, as hee cannor, becauſe hee will not ſee its: 
Sobeing (till as conſtant in his ſottiſhneſſe, as ſhze in her hypocrite ; hee gives her ma- 
nj ſweet kiſſes, and witha Catalogue of ſugred words, feekes to appeaſe and comfort her, 
whom hee hath farre more reaſon co execrate and curſe. Burt for her part, her hearc. 
Knot ſo afflicted, for remembring herſelfe, ſtill her witsare herowne, and ſoremem- 
bring the concluſion of theletter, and fearing that De Sakz his promiſe and oath ro his 


| father, mighrinfringeand contradi@ his to her, ſhee tels him, thather love is (o fer. 


ventand infloite towards him, as ſheecangive no intermifon, nor truce co her teares, 


| beforehe reveale her his oath and promiſe, which his fathersletter informed her hee had 
| formerly made him. | | 


De Salez ſeeing himſelfe pur to fo ſtri&t an exigent and puſh, doth both blah for 
ſhme, and againe looke pale for anger, when for a ſmall time, irreſolute howto beare 
himſelfe jn a matter of chisdifferent Nature, wherein hee maſt either violate his obedi- 
ence to his father,or infringe his fidelity and honour to his miſtris ; hear laſt ( conſenting 
with folly,not with diſcretion, and wich Vanicy, not with I udgement )doth ſoadore her 

| | | beauty 
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© beauty,andcommiſerate her teares, as he ſotriſhly reveales herhisoath, given his fath 
( Verbatim as wee have formerly underſtoodir) adding withall, chat ſhe hath far more 
reaſon to rc ioyce, than grieve hereat; T hata licele rime ſhall cancell his ſaid latepromiſ 
and oath to his father,and confirme his former to her : For ſweet Ls Hay(quorh he)come 

what will, two moneths ſhall never paſſe,cre I marry thee,when ſealing his ſpeaches wi 
many kiſſes, onr hypocriticall affli&ed Genthewomas is preſently againe come fo her ſelfe, 
and inall outward appearance, her diſcontents are removed, her choller pacified, her 
rearescxhaled, and her ſfighes evaporated and blowne away: 

Bur all this is falſe, like her ſelte, and creacherouslike her beanty ; Forthis lerterof 44. 
gemti:y co his ſonne.and his promiſe and oarh to his father, hath aCted ſach wonders in her 
heart,and imprinted {ach extravagancies in her thc ughts, asſhe cannot eafily remoyegy 
ſupplant ir,nor difficulrly forget or deface ir, whatſoever ſhee ſpeake or make ſhew oft 
thecontrary, for thus ſhe reaſoneth with her ſelfe : That her whoredomes are already re. 
vealed to Argentizr,and for any thing {be knowes, may likewiſe bee diſcovered to his 
how cloſely toeve: ſhe either aft or conceale them. That La Franges deſcent, wealth, and 
vertues, Will in the endoverpriſe and weigh downe her meane extraction, poverty and 
beauty; and inthe end, thatthe wifdome of the father, will iofallibly criumph over theo. 
Iy of the ſonhe, except her policy interpoſe, and her vigilancy prevent it ; which topre. 
yent and effeR, ſhe ſees no other obſtacle ro her contenr,nor barre to herpreferment,bu 
onely Ls Frange : for, quoth ſhee, it Ls Frange ſhine 1n che firmamenr of De Soles affedi. 
on, La He mult ſer;or it Le Hay will ſhine, Le frauge muſt ſer * againe,1f ſhe fall noc, Ic 
not ſtand;and ifſhe ſtand, I muſt needs fall ; andastheskie is not capable of two ſonng, 
ſo both of us cannot ſhine in the Horiſon of his heart and thoughts aronce : except thus 
that Le Hay, may live to ſee LaFraege his wife, and herſelfe his ſtramper, when burnj 
with falſe zeale to De Soles. and true invererare malice to Ls Frozge, ſhe forget ting 
ſwaps a bargaine with che Devill, chat La Frenge muſt firſt goe to her grave, ere Zs py 
cometo his bed,and ſo reſolves to ſacrifice her as a ViGime to her malice and jelouſie, and 
to ſend her out of this world in an untimely and bloody Coffin, Helliſh Aphoriſmer, Infere 
nall Poſicions, odious to Eerrh,and execrable to Hesven. 

For wretched and impious ſtrumpet, wilt thou needs not onely gallop, bur fly tohell 
and ſo redouble thy crimes purpoſcly ro redonble thy tormenrs 3 as firſt of whor: dome, 
thenofmarther: Wre:ched,yearhrice wretched woman, how dareſt thouſee earth, of 
chinke ofheaven ; when thy aftedcrimes are ſo odious, and thy pretended ones fo mon- 
ftrous,as thou deſerveſt cobe ſhut forthof the one, and ſpewedoutof the other : For le, 
canfider whar this poore Gentlewoman hath done to thee, that thou ſhouldeſt doe rhisto 
her;She bearesthe image of God, and wile thou therefore beare thatof che devill ro de- 
Rrroy her : Ahme, where is thy religion, chy conſcience, thy ſonle ; chatthou wiltrhus 
helliſhly imbathethy hands in her bloud, and imbrue thy heart in her marther : If ir bee 
nor thar her vertues cry fie on thy vices,thou haſt no reaſon in Nature, and lefle in Grace, 
to attempt adeed(o Tragicall, an at ſo inhnumane andexecrable : Bar reſt aſſured, thatif 
thon proceed and finiſh this infernall andbloudy ſtratzgem ofchine, alchough chou chance 
goe unpuniſhedof men, yerthe Lord(in his due time)will fande thee out, and both ſevere- 
ly ſcourge and ſharpely revenge and chaſtize thee. | 

The effeas of malice, andrevenge in men, are finite, in women infinice ; theirs 
may haye bouadsard ends, but theſe none, oratleaſt, ſeldome and difficulcly : for 

having once conceived theſe two monſters in their fancaſies and braines : they long 
rili they are delivered anddisburthened of them ; and ſo to bring their abortive ifſue 
to perfeQion, they ( forthe moſt part ) areſharpe and ſeyere in their deſignes, and 
ſudden and malicious in their execution, hating all delayes, fo it be not todoe evil : $0 
this our bloudy and vicious Strumper Ls Hey, is reſolute to adyance, and notto re- 
tyre in this diabolicall boſineffe of hers. Of allkind of violent deaths, ſhee thinkes 
noneeither- ſoſure and ſecretas poyſon ; whether ſhee conſider the manner, or the 
mateer ? 
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marcer : If the Divell himſclfe had nor invented this unparalleld craelry, his -agenes 
ad members had never knowne how to have adminiſtred and praftiſed ir. Butha- 
yingrelolvedon the drug and ingredient, ſhee now berhinks her ſelfe of fome helliſh 
Empericke or F actor oft Hell, toapply and give it her,” and her invererate and imple- 
cable hatred making her curious in thereſearch and inquiry thereof : ſheisar laſt ad- 
rertiſed, that there 1san old: Tteſian Empericke in Mompelhier : tearmed'$. Beraardo 

Michgcke, who is his 4rts maſter in thar infernall profeſſion, when wholly concealin 

chismyftery and bnſinefleframDe Sakxz, ſhee by a ſecond meanes, (withpromiſe of 
ſtare of gald) ſends away for Michaete from AXtompelier:who in hope thereof, packs up 
higdrugs and trinkets, . and within three day arrivesatThotouſe; where ſhee thinkes 
go whereſo ficand fecrer asthe Church roconſalr and reſolve on this bloody 

bufines, the houre is exgheche nexr morne, and the place the Cordelieve, (or Grey Fry- | 
en) Church, appointed and agreed on betwixrthem, where they both meer, bar ſhee 
(he berter rodiſguiſe her ſelfe, and cobleare the eyesof rhe world)wraps her ſelfe a- 
boutins great furredcloake , and muffies her ſelfe up with a large coyfe of velver; 
adatich taffata ſcarfe aver it, as ifſhee were fome grave andreverendold Matron : 
ſobeingbraughe to. each others preſence, they being both on their knees, he tohis 
| booke , and ſhe ta her beads, ſhe propoſerth him the poyſoning of Ls Frenge,daugh- 
| rertathe Prefidert de Clegny. for the which ſhe promiſech co givehim three hundred 
croynes of the Stunnerto performe it; whereothe ſhall now have'one in hand, and the 
other ewo when he bath diſpatched her. 2Gchov/e like alinibe of the Divel,being deep- 
ly ilove;andaliured with this gold urdertokes itywhen ſwearing ſecrecy,and withal 
to-performe it within tendayes, ſhe gives him the hundred crownes ryedapin her 

| handkercher,andſoforthattimethey pare. - ' 
Good God, what prophane Chriſtians, what menſters of Nature, and Divels in- 
camate by profeſſion are theſe, chauscopaliate and defile the Church ordain'd for 
pajer, wich the price and faleof innocent blood, amoſt prodigious and helliſh im- 
piety, ſince there is no (inne fo odious or execrable to 69d, as that which is maf- 
kedwich piety , and overvayled with the claake of ſanfticy > Andwhat a damna- 
bleyoung ſtramper , and old villaine are they , in ſoholy a place to treate and con- 
dade fo he+liſh a buſinefſe ? but beware, for the ſword: and arrow of Gods juſt re- 
| mes, andreyengiog Iuſtice, threatens yee withnoleſfſe, thenutter confuſion and 
Fon. | 

Lg Hay infinitely glad ofthis agreement, rerurnes from the Church, and” Micho- 
das gladot her gold; (being informed of La Frenger deformity, © and to lofe no 
time) trips away towards Preſident de Clegay his houſe , taking that for a fit 'occa- 
fionco affay ro make his daughter become hisPatient,and hee hor Empericke': Who 
fleeringly infinua:ing, & $krewing himfelfe- into his knowledge 8 acquaintance, 
(inwhich profefſion the Zexpinichs and Mowetebanks of 114h , come” no: way" ſhort, 
but rather exceed all ather Nationsof the world) hee proffers him his beſt ſepvice 
&kill, to redrefſe & reforms the body of the young Lady his daughter, adding 
withal (thereby road the more beliefe & credit to his ſpeeches) char hee is fo - farre 
fromdeſpairing or doubting,as he is very confident thereof : and in the' phraſes 
& myſteries of his profeſſion, giveshim in'ourward appearance many inward and 
Plylible reaſonsro induce himto believeit. The good old Prefidess who | prefer- 
ling the cure of his daughter before any other earthly reſpe&; having heard of 
Micheeles fame,begins to reliſh hisreaſons, and yer not ignorant that rhe” Moxnre- 
bonker and Chartetans of Ital, are Confin Germens to the Alcumiſty 'of Fraver, who 
promiſe to make gold of droſke, and yer only-bring forth drofle forygold, hee holds it 
ficto rake aconſultarion of the learnedſt #hjſerionr, and” expert Chirmrgioss ho the 
itie, 
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Ciry,-iwhereunto Michade willingly conſents, forhey: fic, being fix in rumber , 1g. 
chaele delivers them his reaſons to reoreſe the deformity of this yong Ladies 
(cht>Preſidentiher:tarberbeing preſere) whoſe reaſons-are heard , and cottroverie 
ofal-ſidesbetrwixt them. the conclufion.is, foure areof opinion that this care is repy 
nantco:the groundsof Phyſtcke, and the principles of c bjrwrgery, and therfore impoſſ. 
ble tabe effefted:the otherewoare ofacontrary judgement, andheld it feaſable,and 
chat many times God blefſethithe Arr and laboursof a man, . nor onely beyond ex 
tation, bur alſo heyondhopeand realon:fo De.Clygay ſeeing that theſe two with 2g. 
chaelewere three againſt foure, he inreſpetotrhetender care and affeQion he borehy 
daughter, reſolyestoimployhim, .andgiveshiman hundred double piſtollersin hay 
roattempt irzwith promiſe ofas much more whenhe hach performed ir; whereofth 
miſcreant and.helliſh Expericke Michaele: being exceedingly glad , he berakes himſghh 
co his buſineſſe, viſirs the yong lady, who promiſerh him to,redouble her fathers ſun, 


ifhe-make her body ſtraight;; when toreduce his impious contemplation, into inſt. 


nalla&ion,be outwardly appliecth playſtersand ſeare-cloths to her body,and inward. 
ly adminiſtreth her pilsand potions;and(O griefe:to wrice it)therein infuſeth deady 
poyſon, which heeknowsac the end often days witaffuredly make a divorce betwen 
her body and foulezand ſoſend that rothe death of this world, and this to the lifes 
that ro come. So this ſweet and innocent Lady (wiſhing good to her ſelfe, and hurty 
none inthe world)firſt finds a giddinefſe and ſwimming in her head, and wichin fore 
fx dayesafter (in'which time the poyſot:had diſperſed it ſe!fthroghout all the vein 
and- pores of her body.) many ſharpe gripes, andbitter throwes and convulſion, 
whereat her father gric yes, and ſhe weeps;onely that gracelefſe villaine Wer En 
bids them be of good comfort, andthat rhe more pain and griefe ſhe ſuffered, the 
beter and ſpeedier:hope- there was of her-cure , but: yer inwardly in his derilli 
heart, knowes that the poyſon effeQually operated and wrought with her as heed: 
fired and expe&ed;and that by theſe infallible ſignes arig ſimpromes,his parientdrey 
neere' towards the periodof her end. Whereupon: he repaires ſecretly to Lofg, 
and bids her provide the reſt of his money;for that Ls Frange could nor poſſibly ln 
ewo dayes toan end, wherezt Reg and rejoycing with much alacriy, 
againe promilſerh-ir him : and indeed: the helliſh Art of this execrable E zvyrich 
doth not now deceivehim', though in the end, the malice of the devill his Doftor 
will : for juſt as the tenth day was expired; this harmelefle ſweet young Lady di 
the incomparable and unſpeakable griefe of the good old Preſider her father y' 
that ſhe was the Staffe of hisage, and the chiefe andc nely comfortof his lite, who 
diſconſolately and mournfully ſeemed co drowne himſclfe in teares herear, curſing 
the haure that he firſt ſaw this accurſed Empericke-Michaele, who had robbed him d 
hisonely joy and delight, of his deare and ſweet davighter Ls Frevge. But this mur- 
drous Michele having learnt of the deviitofearenocolours, meanes to ftep afoot 


from-Tholowſe, and ſo ſends privately for Le Haz,of whoin he craves the performanct 


of herpromiſe, for that (quoth he) he had performed his. Why ( quoth 12 89) 
that crookbackrdwarfe Ls Fravgedead? She is gone (quoth Michaele ) to her eterml 
reſt, : when Lay Hog not able to retaine herſelfe for excefle of joy,runnes ro him, gives 
bim the other hundred crownes, together with manyKkifſes, which take (qnoth ſhee) 
asa pledge ofmy continuall good will towards thee, when: againe ſwearing ſecreſie, 
they both take leave eachof other and part. ) - 

 Thenewes of Ls Fraxges death, ratleth: and reſoundeth over all Tholosſe , het 
Linsfolke grieye at ic, her friends lamentie;; and all who either knew her, or Þ 
fame,beway le it,qnely De Salez,and exectable Loy Hoy excepred, who knowing bt 
to haye been onely ſtop and hinderance of their marriage, they are ſo raviſhed 
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oy hereat as they ſeeme to conteſt and envy each other, who ſhall firſtbring the newes 
b-rcof each to other : yea, the exceſle of De Salez his joy is as boundleſle, as that of Lzy 
gc. delight;ſo thathe ſecmes to flye to her fathers houſe, where ſhee with out-ſpread 
armes reccives and entertaines him 3 and there they mutually congratulate each other 
for this her death,he affirming and ſhee believing, that La Frange being gone to heaven, 
it ſhallnct bee Jong ere the Church make them man and wite on carth. In the means 
ine.he being wholly ignorant of her poyſoning,and yet the oldPreſident her father,and 
the reſt of hex friends ſuſpectiag it,they cauſe her body to bejopened:and although they 
find no dire 'ppyfan, yet remarking a little kinde of yellow tin&ure on her heart and 
hver,asalſo ſome ſhew thereof through het frozen veines-They cauſe Michaele to be ap- 
ended and impriſoned, and fo procure a Decree from the Parliament to have him 
kd:At the newes whereof, La Hay is extreamely tormented and perplexed, as well 
eſceing and knowing,that her life lay at the mercy of his tongue: wherefore to for- 
his ſecreſie,and therby to ſecure her owne feare and Janger,ſhe by a confident friend 
 othisſends him 2 hundred french crawnes more, and promiſeth him to give him a rich 
wmond worth as much againe 3 who(as before) being extreamely coyetous, and the 
picrelembling himſelfe)ſtill harping to him on that ſtring which moſt delights him, 
heart is ſo devilliſhly > es ghd. his fortitude ſo armed and prepared.as his pa- 
Fac and conſtancy nat onely indares, but out-braves the cruelty of his torments, 
and ſo > GEM of this his pretended crime: buthe hathnot as yet made his peace 
th God. .. - ms 
jr now 18 De 8alez reſolved to make a journey to Paris, to draw his fathers con- 
ent:that he may marry La Hay, but the wiſdome of the Father ſhall anticipate the foll 
tthe Son, for he having heard in Paris of La Franges death,and ſl fearing,that becauſe 
of his frequent familiarity with that ſtrumpet La Hgp, he will in the end marry her. Hee 
74s buyes a Captaines place for him in the Regizent of the Kings Guard, and like- 
wi dealt with a very rich Counſcllour of that Coprt of Parliawent, named Monſieur De 
Frien/o:,that his ſonne may marry his eldeſt daughter Mademoyſele de Pleſſar.a vl {weet 
and faire young Gextlewoman 3 and the old folkes arealready agreed on all conditions, 
onely it reſts,that the young,ſees and loves; To which end.4rgentier writes away with 
all fpeed to Fbolpuſe for his fonne De Salez to come up to him, who before he had recei- 
wdhic fathersletter, ( as wee have formerly underſtood)was ready to nndertake that 
journey :La Hay infinitely fearefull and jealous taloſe her prey, with Crocodile teares in 
reyes, and Hyerg aſpets in her lookes 3 informes De Salez, that ſhe feareth that his fa- 
ther hath proviced a wife for him in Paris,but he yowes and ſwearesto her, that neither 
| husfather,nor the whole warld,ſhall make himymarry any other than hex.ſelfe,and ſoaf- 
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txmany embraces and kiſles,he takes horſe and Jeaves Tholowſe. Fr . 
Being arrived at Paris, his father very joyfully bids him welcome, and referxes to con- 
ferre with him till the next morning,but ſuch is De Salez raſhnefleand folly, as hee hath 
no ſooner ſupped in company of his father; but he prayes toſpeake with him. Whenthe 
favants voyding the chamber, hee earneſtly and humbly beſeeching him, ' ſith that Ls 
Frenge 1s dead,hee will now bee pleaſed that hee may —_— Hay,whatn, quoth hee, I 
onely affect and love before all i maides of the world: His father exceedingly incen- 
£d hereat,vowes thathe had rather ſee him fairely buried inhisgrave, and tharof all 

” , Wefemalesof the world, hee ſhall not marry La Hay : and ſ@ for that night they betake 
© | themſelvesto their beds, the father grieves with his ſonnes fally, the ſonne with his fa» 
 thers averſeneſſe:The next morne Argentier cals for his ſonne. When the doores ſhut;he 
w bids him ſhut his eyes to his fooliſh famliarity with Lq Hay « and now toppen them to 
Th the prelerment,ho hath purchaſed him, and ſo relates kimhow hee hath procured him 
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the honour of a Captaines place.,in the Regimrentsof the Kings Guard, asalloa very. faire 
o Joung Gertlewoman for his wife,teaxmed Madamoyſele'De Plejfar, the eldeſt daughter af 


Morfienr De Brianſor,one ofthe richeſ} Loraletog of Paris: But De Salez having his eyes 
and 
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and thoughts wholly fixed on La Hay, with a diſcontented looke; returnes his father this 
perverſe and diſobedient replie. | 
T hat he will not accept of the Captaires place, nor once ſee De Pleſſzs, but that heez 
conſtantly reſolved, either to wed La Hay, or his grave. whereat his father is ſoextream. 
ly incenſed,as with much paſſion and choller,he commands hin henceforth,not to dare 
pA much as to name him La Hay, ſwearing by his Saviour, that if he do, for his obſtinag 
& diſobedience, he will diſinherite him, as indeed he might, having himſelfe purchaſeg 
three parts of his Jandsand revenewes, through his care and induſtry in his profeſſion, 
and ſo much diſcontent and choller, leaves in his Coleagues of Tholouſe, whoare already 
wayting and attending his comming. | F 
De Sales is all on fire at this his fathers bitter reſolution againſt him',” and ſtorms 
and fumes, not only beyond the bonds of reaſon, religion, and humanity ' 3 buralh 
beyond himſelfe. For ith La Hay is his ſole delight and joy, and that his father ht 
vowed hee ſhall never marry her, his affefion to her, makes him reſolye to diſpajth 
his father, yea, his head coniceivesfuch murtherous thoughts, and his heart atrraQy 
and aflumes ſuch degenerate and devilliſh blood againſt him, that like an exec 
wretch, and a helliſh ſonne, diſdayning to take Ceunſell from God, and therefore 
king it from the devill his bloody Txfor and Abettor, he vowes he will forthwith rid hh 
hands of his father, and thathe will therefore ſend him into another world, becauſehe 
would give him no content in this. '- 9h 
Oh wretched monſter of Nature, Limbe of the devill, nay a very devill thy ſelf; 
thus to reſolve to take his life from him that gave thee thine 5 Fouleſtaine ofmas 
kind, bloody Paracidious miſcreant, can no reſpect cither of thy naturall and filial 
obedience to thy kind and deere father, or of his white haires, and venerable oldy 
reſtraine thee ? or no conſideration of thy conſcience or thy ſoule, of heaven or 
deterre thee from this bloody, inhumane, and damnable defigne of thine, in laying 
olent hands on him ? O tne; where are thy thoughts, where thy ſenſes ; where thy heat, 
thy ſoule, toa@ ſuexecrable and infernall a Tragedie,on him without whom thou hadf 
not been : on thy father, whom by the lawes of Heaven and Earth, thou oughteſt bothto 
love, honour, reverence and obey. | | 
But De Sales being reſolute inthis inhumane rage, and implacable malice and fur, 
watcheth howhe may take time at advantage, to effect and finiſh this his bloody by 
lineſle, and one- night after ſupper, hearing his old father complaine that hee found 
himſelfe not well, and commanding his Clarke De Bziſſze, very early inthe next mor 
ning to carry his water to Do&or Salefin, a famous Phyſician, whoſe chamber was far dh 
in the place Miexbert, he himſclfe lying in Grennelles ſtreet. : De Salez thinkes this a fit op 
portunity to diſpatch hisfather, the which, O a thouſand grietes and pitties to ſpeal 
of, he accordingly performeth. For the morne appearing, his father having ſent aws 
his Clark with his water, betaking himſclfe to ſleepe till he returne;His watchful 
murtherous ſonz hayjngPurpoſely made himſelfe ready; and through the key hole and 
cranies of the Chamber daore, efoying his father ſJeeping, he intends that this ſhall be 
his laſt ſleepe;When ſoftly ſtealing into his Chamber, he (incouraged and animated by 
the devill) & approaching his bed, as exempt of feare or grace, without any more dela) 
or circumſtancesſtifles his father betwixt two llotrenwhen leaving him breathlcſſe 
his bed;his face expoſed:to the ayre,and the doore ſhut, goes downe, gives the maſters| 
thehouſe, the good morrow, and ſo tripsaway as faſt as he can, to the ſigne of the {wat 
within Saint-Howoryes Gate 3 and from thence rides away to Saint Clow, ( twoleagus 
diſtant from Pris) to ſee Gonayes gardens, fountaines, and houſe wherein that ex& 
crable and damnable 7cabine Frier, Taques Clement wmurthered Henry the third Kith 
of France, but:with an intent to returne to- his fathers lodging immediatly after dit 
ner,:and-to plead ignorance of the fact, and withall ifoceaſion ſerve, to ſtand on py 
hisinnocency, and juſtification,” as indeed he did, ' Now his fathers Clarke De Bui , 
is | returning 
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ythe, norning, and; withall, that his Trugkes were all ſafe, dodtnotting wabting, they 
= end the dead corps 


elf pl this inhumane, parricide of his,, both ſhamefully, and 
ply xc JE, judgement: andi finger of God :. The  mdnner is 
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creſts . but his luſtfall, loye to her is ſo fervent; and his: folly inhim{clte ſo-per- 
dobſtinate3ash hath carce the patience, mich lefle the reſpect.and modeſty 
wncars blacks frbs far enfixweekes,, but ca(ts thein off, takes @n gaudie, and'Scar- 
er ell, and.yeric ſolgnmely marries La Hay - Wheteby)in reſpett of the inequa- 


Fr yg nts:an! ped: but eſpecially, ofihet whoriſhconditiongbe makes 


r,and-3}F; Same of all:Thelonſed 2111) ie vid of 51 
$5 Profyggons and helliſh matchisthis,: ſith man and wife, and, 


. 
Ss + . p 


AF AMITLNg pr A execaable.andmiſgrable wretches,,Q, bloudy and: umpious 
eants,.! Moe thy. Y ge of, Ygurs-prove bappie,!I may boldly and trulyſays 
MN never any prove yan unate and. tmiſerable;;. For alagi}dlas, what doe thoſe: 


np10ugan oi able crun&ak theirs defprye. and poriend; btymilcrie;raine;'and. 
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now ſecs ſheetisa debauſhed Layjy2 yea, bis miſerie is (0: 
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fe ,a$hee nec ecfale.ta ſee, thagſhee daily, mpkes hima-Knight of theFor 
edOrderz ap | ure, deſpight of his czre and.jealeulie, clapsaCucs, 
koj $ featherjn ;Preyent, and remedie, hee firſt adminiſtreth re 


8nd perſyyal «then, complaines to hex ather; .Bup theſe are too :weake 
and qo, gearle mais, to preyaile with logalmiable g.$tramper;; foas hee: 
X d to adds threats to his. requeſts, an_ the end blowes to his threats» 
d « #1; 4-4 . *. Fs.» . | 2 4 ; But 
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But as it is impoſſible for the Leopard to change his skin, and the Ethiopian his hey, 


fo de Sales fees it labour loſt to thinke to reclaime his wife from her _— finne of 


adulterie, wherein (notwithſtanding all that poſſibly he can doe) ſhee takes ſuch a ds. 
Hhght and habit, as by this time ſhe is growne'ſo extremely impudent, as when her hi. 
band-isat home, ſhe is abroad ranging 3 and he isno ſooner abroad, but ſhe is inſtan 
at home revelling with her Ruffians : Yea, ſheeis growne to that height of obſcenitis 
as ſhe contemnes and ſleights her husband ; that whether he be abroad or at home, ſh6 
will playthe whore before his face with open doores : which although it be toolateſy 
him to remedy, yetit bites him to the heart; and grieveshim to the gall : and nowity 
that he a thouſand times thinks of his fathers advice arid counſell in forlaking her; an 
as often wiſheth he had'followed it. Now is that hisunnaturall murthering of his 
ther, thunders forth horror, terror, and repentance to hisfoule and guiltie coriſcicnc; 
and now itis that he wiſheth from his heart and ſoule, thathe had beene blind whenks 
firſt ſaw her, and fairely laid in his grave before he firſt lay with her in bed. ' Butthe 
his complaints and jefes, bring him only vexation and miſerie in ſtead of comfort 
for now he utterly defpire and fees no hope of his wives reformation : Wheretiph 
he reſolves to divorce himſelfe from her, and to thar end ''takes counſel] thereon: hy 
it is not ſo ſecretly mariaged by him, butrhe ſtrumperhis wife hath' preſent notice 
mckling thereof, whereupon ſeeing her husband exceeditip rich, both in lands, Gwyn 
plate, and other rich houſhold-ſtuffe ſhe vowes not toquite her great) or fare 
intereſt hereof thus. But before he had inrolled his ſuitin the SpirituallCourt, or um 
way vented his owne ſhame, and his wives infamy in publike, ſhe likea true C n 
ad debauſhed Strumpetas ſhe was, vowes to prevent him that would preventher, 

to ſend him to his death, that would ſecketo divorce her; and in reſpe& of his ealos 
fie and malice, that as ſhee had formerly poyſoned Le Fravge for her hibands ake, b 


ſhe would now murther him for her owne. ' | | F 
- But miſerable and execrable wratch, Ohto what a'monſtrons height and hugeſu 
will all theſe thy beaſtly fins, and 'bloudy enormitiesariſe-and amotintunts ? Burtif 
Melice, and Revenge, like three infernall Furies, ſo poſleſfe and preocaupare het fenſs 
as ſhe will not retire, till ſhe hath ſent her husband intg another world in a blondy wiv 
ding-ſheer.. To which end, watching the time when moſt'sf her ſervantits were gots 
broad togatherin the Vintage, ſhe ſoftly opening her hubBands ha Hber doore;ſt 
im, and finding him ny ſleeping, approcheth his bed, when drawitg forth 2th 
fromher ſJeeve, which ſhe had purpoſely provided, ſhee with an implacable andUan ; 
nable malice ſteps to him, and cuts histhroat, ſpeaking onely theſe wards to her ſi 
Loe here the veward of thy jeloufie 5 when throwing the knife, and het outward Taft 
Gowne intothe houſe of office, ſhee leaving him weltring in his bloud, verie ſect) 
conveyes her ſelfe therow the Gallerie to the Garden, 'where her Wiiting-Gentlews- 
manattends her, andſo hies away tothe Chutch, thinking with a wretched impiietd 
cloake thicher ſecorid murther, as her fortnet, underthe veile of religion in? pietie: 
but her bopes, and the Devill that gave theih her, Wilt now deceive her. ' ,f.57. 
De Salez her husband ſtriving & ſtruggling for life agammft the pliigs of death Al 
and haſte (contrarieto herintentand minde) had ſo made his if orga. wifes han 
ſhake and tremble, as ſhe did not ſo ly cat his throat-bifte; bur Ke could yet bother 
and groane, which he did verie mournfully, and which indeed wasfoone over-Beatt 
by a man and a maid-ſervant of his, who only remained inthe Houſe,who hea ring theit 


maſters voyce, and haſtily running up, at theſe his pitifall and lamenrable ojt-crycs) 
ſtepping to his aſſiſtance, they heare him(with his beſt'p werJutter theſe fea fil ve 
ches, That Strampet my wife hath kil'd mee *' © that ſhee-Devit hy wife hath murthered met: 


Whereat they cry outat the windowes to the neighbors or help, alledging that their 
maſter is murthered. The ery aſletuble, ahd heart him report ſo much; fo 
they ſend away for his Confeſfor,and the Lzewtenant Crizzixall,to both whom he againe 


eonfelleth, That it is the Strumpet bis wife who hath mwrthered hins : Ard then raiſid goo 
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ey, fe np in his bed (with as much ſtrength as hisdying wound would:petmit himJhe ta= 
: of Ykingthem both by.the hands, with infinite fighes and teares reveales:tothem, thathee t |. 
& yswhoarthe ſeducing of the Devill,had ſtifled his father Argertierto:death in\ Paris, 
buf: Eihag he did it onely to marry this whore his murtherous wife LaHayztliat the killing of 
nth If his father; yea the very remembrance the reof infinitely grieves his heart and ſoule, 
tis, © ad forthe which he infinitely repenteth himſelfe, and befeecheth the Lord ofmercy,in 
ks Ymercy co forgive ithim3 and likewiſe prayed all that were preſentto pray unto God for 
fo Bhim:and theſe were his laſt words, for now his fleeting & fading breath would permir 
ity Bhim toſay no more. | W 6 Si onoba es es 
201 Þ . 1 chat were preſent are amazed at this lamentableconfeſſion of his, to ſee thathe 
$f Bl fhould:murther his father, and his execrable wife,well neere himſclfe(o they all glorift- 
ce; MedGod for the deteCtion and diſcovery hereof :-But the Lieutenant Criminal, and the 
(amflſors bis aſſociates ſtep to the window,and conſult to.have him hanged, whiles hee 
pyeliving, for the murthering of his father. But De Salez ſavesthem that labout:t-for 
ereand then he links into hisbed;,and dyes away before them:fo they inſtantly ſearch 
ehonſe and Citty for this wretched Murthereſſe: La Hay, whom impibus- and blou+ 
(yfromper they at laſt find in the Dominican Friers Churchat a Setmon, 'from whence 
withmuch obloquy and indignity they drag her to priſon, where theycharge her with 
temurtherof her husband De Salez,which the Devill as yet will not pertmt her tg cons 
flnbut being adjudged by them' w-the Racke; ſhee atthe very firſt-tormentcunfeſ- 


 Upori which ſeveral! Murthers, - the Crzmrinall-Iudges of: the Tournel/c proceed to (er 
eto firſt they adjudge:the'dead body of De Sales for fo: inhumanely: murdring his 
ther:4rgertier, to be halfe a:day.hang'd by the heeles tothe. common: gallowes,:iand - 
thefitobe/burnt toaſhes, which is accordingly executed: then —_— his wife'La 
Hg, fot murtlicring him, the next day to-be ſtrangled, then burnt: {a that nightſome 
Dizines deale with herin priſon about the ſtate-of her ſaule; whom theyifinde infinitely 
obdurated through the vanity of her yauth,andthe.tempratians of the Devil; but they 
wrkeeffeCtually with her,and ſo at laſt (by the mercies of God)draw her to contrition 
andrepentance, when willing her not to charge her ſoule with the concealing of any o- 
thererime 3 and ſhewing her the dangers thereof, ſhe very freely, yet ſorrowfully, con- 
_ how ſhe it was, = for —_ — had cauſed the Experick Micha- 
_—_—_ n Le Frange,tor the which ſhe tol 1ſhe. was now exceedingly r ta 
and fo *owfall:Whercof the Divines ( fith it was not delivered them under the ſeale of 
Confeſſion) advertiſing the Iudges, they all wonder at Gods providence, to fee how all 
theſe murthers are diſcovered and burſt forth,one in the on of the other; ſo they al- 
t ſeptence, and for theſe het double murthers, they condemne her to have her 
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NO» rokd toff.,and then to be burnt alive : and fo they make curious inquiry and re- 
eto © arch to apprehend this old bloudy varlet Michaele: | 
ie: ln the meane time, that very afternoone, this miſerable and murtherous Curteſan La 


bo 


Hy, though to the griefe of her ſorrowfull father arid fiftets, yet tothe joy of all Tho- 
Wſe.is brought and ENened tothe ſtake, where her hand being firſt ſtrucke off, ſhe with 
manyſighes and teates delivereth theſe few words: -Fharhercri fo I 
us,as ſhe wasaſhamed to looke either God or man in the face « That ſhee was very 

ard | orrowfull for cauſing La Frange to bee poyſoned;as alſo for murthering ofher husband 
het | Pt Sulez whoſe wealth ſhee onely aftirmed ſhee loved, butnot himſelfe, the which ſhee 
1654 | Holly attributed to the luſt and vanity of her youth, to her negle@ of prayer and for- 
xe [king of God ; which made the Devil ſo ſtrong with her, and ſhee with the Devill- 
a and which was the ſole cauſe and ground of this her miſerable ruine and deſtruftion z 
voir ſhewith teares and prayers beſought the Lord to bee good unto her ſoules and( lifting 
Tr whe eyes and handsto Heaven )likewiſe beſeeches the whole aſlembly to pray hear- 
Junto God for her - when recommending her ſoule into the hands of her Redee- 

im- ["I;the fire being alighted, ber body was 2 conſumed to aſheg, whoſe lamentable, 
ele ; yet 
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yet juſcend andpnhiſhment,cauſed a number of ſpetators to weepe,as yet pittying hy 
ourh'and beauty;as much as they deteſted the enormity of her crimes. | 
And now forthisdevilliſh and murtherous Empericke Michaele, although as ſoone, 
he heard of LHijer impriſonment, he (to ſave himſelfe) left Tholowſe, and fled towny 
Caſtrer,diſguiſed m a Friers habit, with his beard ſhaven - yer by the care of the Cowtg 
Parliament,or rather by the immediate finger and providence of God, hee is found ay 
and brought backe to Tholowe, where for poyſoning of La Fraxge, ( the which heengy 
without the Racke confeſleth)he is adjudged to bee broken on the wheele,there tor. 
maine till he be dead,and then his body to be throwne into the River of Gerrozm : 1 
which the ſame day is accordingly executed and performed, to the infinite joyof 4 
the fpectators :but as he lived an Atheiſt, ſo he deſperately dyed a Devill, withoutay 
ſhewatall,cither of contrition or repentance 3 onely hee vomited forth this wretchy 
»T hat becauſe the world had ſo much to ſay to'him, he would fay nothing tot 
 wortd,but badethe Executioner diſpatch him. - | 7 
!' Now bythe ſight of this mournefull and bloudy Hiſtory,the Chriſtian Reader mayd 
ſerve and ſee how Gods revenge doth ſtill triumph —_ murther, and how heemh 
due time mc doth aſfuredly ſtill deteQ and puniſhit. It is a Hiſtorywhi 
way ſervetodeterre and forewarne all young Gentlemerr, notto frequent the compitin 
of whores and {trumpets ; and all ſonnes not to tranſgreſle the will of their para 
tich leffe not todare to lay violent hands on them. It is a glaſſe wherein young Gan 
tlewomen and Fives may atlife ſee, what bitter fruits and ſharpe ends ever attenduali 
Whoredome and Murther-it is a lively Zxazple for all kinde of Eeypericks and Draj 
xhatſoever,to conſider how ſeverely God doth infallibly revenge and puniſh the 
ſoningof his Saizts and children.In a word, it is a Lefſox and Caveat for all peop 
alldegrees of people, bur eſpecially of Chriſtians,(who profeſle the Goſpel of Chriſfai 
onely to deteft theſe foule ſinnes of Revenge and Murther in others, but eo hateul 
abhorte them inthemſclves - which that all may endeavour-to praQtice and pethus; 
graht gobdGud& who indeed art the onely giver ofall goodnefle, 
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Albemare cavſeth Pedro ayd Leonardo to murther Baretano, and he after marrieth Clara, 
. #how Baretano firſt ſought to marrie - He canſeth his mans Valereo to poyſon Pedro in Prir 
fon, endl = letter whichLeonardo ſent him, Clara perceines that her huchand Albemare 

ed hired aud cauſed Pedro axd Leonardo toimmyrther her firſt Baretanogwhich letter ſhe re» 
. Staler to the judge:ſo he ir hanged,and likewiſe Valerio and Leonardofor theſe their bloud 


fo 


> -7Ith what face canweepteſume totread on the face of Earth, 
1 ne . | | | 

+ ordarelift upour eyes tothat of Heaver, when our thoughts 

are {o:rebellious toconfpire, and our hearts and reſolugons 

ſo cruell to imbrue our hands inthe innocent bloud of ;our 

barmelefſe and Cbri/iiax brethren? Thoughts they are;which 
in ſeemingto pleaſe our ſenſes, poyſon our hearts, (and doe 
therefore truely poyſon our foules, becauſe they {o falſely 

plea(c onr ſenſes, ) Reſolutians they are, which wee cannot 


Bonk Fon Yen Thee miſery. Sith inthinking to ſend them to- their untimely 
graves, we aſfuredly ſend our ſelves to our owne. miſerable and infamousends3 where» 
Oofinthisenſuing Heſtory, we ſhall finde many wofull Frefdexts, and mournefull exam- 

les,indivers unfortunate and wretched perſons, whowere borne to happineſle, aotto 
Ch proſperity,not to miſery. If they bad fo much Graceito ſecure their lives,as Ve- 
#ity,and 7>vpicty to ruinethem 3 Itis a Hiforypirpolely produced and penned, :forour 
deteſtation,not for our imitation:Sith:it 1s:a-poyant of (trucand happy) wiſdome in all 
men to bewareby ather mens harmes; Reade.mthen with aFull ititent to profitthy ſelfe 


-and puniſhmentswUl prove the reformation of thine-owne: 
-—Þ& a _—_ Fruitful), 


af canceiveor atteivptwith more inhumanity. than finiſhawith 


'theteby,and ſo thou mayeſt boldly,and ſafely reft aſlared, that the ſight of their ſinnes 
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ceedgdthe Court De Fuentes, as Vice-roy of that potent and flouriſhing Datchie,for Xin, 


hrlegÞarropto (' ſince Sdinted by Pape Paul U.') ſheeby her mother y 
reſent h of 4/buturgue, \hee infinitely honoured for his extration and wealth 
ke bo leffe belbvedand refpected for her beauty and vertues : andalthough thereare 
but few 7 contracted betweene the Hiwonſes and Spaniards, and thoſe y 
ſeldome prove ſucceſſetull and proſperous, in reſpett of the anypathy, which forthe 
moſt part ) is hereditary betwixt the commands of the'Spaniards, andthe ſubjeCtionof 
the Millaneſes:yet it ſeemed that this of Capello and Caſtiana was firſt inſtituted in heaven, 


to ef 


- 


| ereconſummated on earth) for ſo ſweetly did their yeeres, humours;and afteCtionscon- 


joyne and ſympathze.as although they were two perſons, yetT may truely affirme and 
they had but one heart,affeCtion and defire, which was mutually to pleaſe,and rect 
procally toaffeCt and love each other. And as Marriages cannot be reputed truly hapy 
and fortunate,if they be not bleſſed and crowned withthe bleſlings of children. (wie 
indeed isnot onely the ſweeteſt life of humane content, bur alſo the beſt and ſweeteſt 
content of our. humane life ) ſo they had not beene long married, ere God honourel 
themand their nuptiall bed, with a beautifull and delicate and young daughter, tear 
med Dara Clart,.. the onely childe of their loynes, and-heire of their lands and verenes; 
being indeed the true picture of themſelves, and the joyfull pledge and ſeale of theit 
intite and inyaluable affections; who having overpalt her infancy, and obtained the 
eighteenth yeere of her age, ſhe was ſo —_— adorned with beauty, and-ſoexw&l- 
lently endued and enriched with vertues ; as d1 _ foreither or joyntly for 
ſhe was;and was truely reputed, the Paragon of Nature,the pride of Beauty,the wonderd 
Millax,the glory of her Sex,and the Phenix of her Time.And becauſe the purity and pes 
fetion-of , va 70m deſerves to bee ſeene through this dimme PerſpeCtive,' and 
dignitie/of her vertues knowne of: the Reader in this/nry impoliſhed relation. Forthe 
firſt;ſhe was of ſtature indifferently tall,.. but exceeding;ftreight and ſlender: her hain 
eitherof a deepe Cheſinut Colour,or rather of a light-blacke, But to'which moſt adbe 
ring and inclyning fancy mought, but curiofity could-difficaltly diſtinguiſh , her come 
plettion and tinfure, rather of an amorous and lovely browne, than of a Roſeat and 
Lilly:die 3 but yer ſo ſweetly pure, and purely fweet :(and withall rather fat than leane) 
thatno earthly object could more delightand pleaſe-the eye,or raviſhthe ſenſe. And for 
hereyes,thoſe:two relucent lamps and ſtarres of love,they were ſo blacke and piercing, 
thatthey hada'ſecret.and imperious influence, to drawaltothereyes to gaze and.doe 
homageto hers; as ifall were bound to love her, andſhee ſomodeſt, as if purpoſely 
framed to love none but her ſelfe : Nether did herFront, Lippes, Necke or Papsany 


way detract, butevery way /adde to the:perfectionbf her.otherexcellencics of Ne, 


zure: For the firſt ſeemed to be the promontory of the Graces,the ſecond,the Reſidence 
delight and pleaſure; The third the pyramids, of State and: Majeſty, And the fourth 
the Hille and yallegof love. But leave we the dainties of her body, now to ſpeckedf 


the rarities and excellencies of her minde, which I cannot rightly define, whether the 


curioſitie and care of her parents in her education,or her owne ingenious and aptinclt- 
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HiQt-XIT- = Albemare and Clara. 


nation to Vertue and Honor, were more predominatitin her +*for in either; or ratherin 
both, ſhe was ſfoexquiliteand excellent, that m Laxguages, Singing, Muſicke, Dancing, 
wifdonte, Temperance, and Modeſtie, ſhe was ſo fully compleat and rare, thatto give her 
het due and nG more, ſhee could not be paralleld by any young Lady of Lombardy; ot 
hy, nor equalhz'd but by her ſelfe. 21 - 
- Thus if her noble extraction, and fathers wealth made her ſurmount others, and her 
{dicious ſweet beautie and vertues excell her ſelfe, no marvell if thoſe Atlemadnts, and 
ra raw divers of the beſt Cavalier, and chiefeſt Gal.mtr both of MiPax 
ad Lombard, woeffett andſeeke her it marriage ;/and-indeed although ſhe be ſought 
by divers of theth with much reſpett and honour, anfwerablein all repard to her rank 
mdqualities, yet neither het __ ot ſelfe, are fo much itn portuned by any, as by 

Sergwtor Giovant Albemare,a young nable Gentleman of the Citie, who was adorned and 
forvified with theſe humane privileges; to be well defeended; rich, and of ſome twentie 
fre yeares eld; a match in the eye and cenſure of the world, yea, and'in all outward 
ippeatance 'cotreſponderit and equivalent; Tf his'penerous perfeRibns and vertues 
hid peralleld hers, orif the candout and figceritie of heraffection had not juſtly tranſ- 
fed her thoughts and heart from'him, becauſt ſhee had formerly fixed and ſetled 
ther 6n afother Gentleman, younger of yeares than Albemare,butin all other reſpedts, 
#wAl of Narurezas Fortune,cveric way his ſuperiditf.named $t;gmjor Alphonſi Baretano, 
ay6ng Centlenian of one of the nobleſt Ron f Mien, of ſome cighteecne yeares 
hoſe father was lately deceaſed, indhatlefthim ſol&heire to many rich lands 


and poſlefſions 3 but (withall) exceedingly entangled in Law, and ingaged in many 
debtsand morgages, whereinto the vatitic and'ptodigalitie of his yourh had ly 
teipitated and inpulphed him "which confequently refleQinip md falling on his 

»-e will prove a hindrance to ths marriage, and an obſtack to his content and 
Metment.' Blit'to obſerve ſome ordeFand decorum in the condudtion and delation 
ofth Hiſtorie; we muſt briefly be tfotined;' that as of all the Beauties 6 Lombardy, 
Mere only chiefly affefted and loved C/ara; fo ofall the Canthers of the world,Clivi 


Tre wanting, 
elired to find that which they wanted :.So as burning in affettion each to other; 


ſie conſtant and reſolute inier affetionto him : ſ6thar as heretofore they hardly 


.” ©.4 


knew 
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mild than imperious towards her, andſoby depraving the deſerts and debafing the 
merits of Baret aro, tO ſecke to extoll and magnifie thoſe of Albemare, as if the firſt were 
only a foyle, and the ſecond a rich Diamond, worthy of her affeCtion and wearing : 
ind indeed ſo exquiſiteand excellent a Cavalier, they depaint him to her in the richeſt 
fame and poinp of all his praiſes, aſwel] of the endowments of mind, as of thoſe of 
Fortune, that they leave no infinuating Oratorie uneflayed, nor perſwaſive attempt 
| unattempted, to make her ſhake hands with Baretaro; and conſequently to extend her 
armies and heart to receive and retaine Albexrare - But although ſhee were young ir 
earesand experience; yetlove-in this fragrant and flouriſhing ſpring of her youth, 
[ado refined herjudgement, and mdeCtrinated and prompted tier tongue, that her 
thoughts commanded and marſhalled by her heart, and both by her defires and affe- 
tion to Baretaro, fhee confuſedly intermixing,” and:interrupting her words with many 
arfetched broken ſighs, agaitie returnes her Parents this reply. _ 
If your age will not, yet my youth; or rather my heart informes me, that Baretaxo as 
firexceeds Albemaie in the privilegesof the mind and'bedy, as Albemare doth him in 
thoſe of Fortune, but that my reſolutiohs and anſwers may anſwer and correſpond 
with ty obedience, although I love Baretaro,yet I will never hate, rather honour Albe- 
nee; but tomake him my husband, or my ſelfe his wife, if Earth have, I hope Hea- 
venhath not'decreed 1t : AndI humbly beſcech yee, that this may reſt your reſolution, 
x5 I aſſuredly thinke it ſhall and will remaine mine. | 
| Caelſo and Caſtiana (like diſcreet parents) ſeeing their daughter Clara wholly wed- 
le4(ina manner) to the fingularitie of her owne will, they yer conceive itto be farre 
morerequiſite to revert her reaſons by faire meanes, than refute and re*e!! them by 
force;fith love and diſcretion hath ſtil] reference to that, and this relation ſtill tochol- 
ler, many tim2s to repentance : whereupon minding her of the bleſlings which infal- 
liblyattend filial! obedience3 and the miferies and curſes which individually wait on 
contempt and diſobedience, hoping that time will effect that which Importunitie can- 
not, they as then leave her to her thoughts, and ſhce them tothetr care ; caring for no- 
thing ſo much, nay, I may well ſay, for nothing elſe, than to ſee heraffeQtion divorced 
from Baretuno, and contracted and wedded to 4lbemare, who having cations corre- 
ſpondence and intelligence with them, hee is ever and anon aſcertained, not onely 
whathath, but what doth pafle betwixt them and their daughter 3 and withall, is ad- 
viſed by them, to delay no time, but to ago and haunt her as her Ghoſt and ſhad- 
dows yea, and no more to conceale his affection and ſuit from her, but to acquaint 
Milam therewith, fith it wasno diſparagement, bur rather an equall honour for him to 
| matchwith Clara, and Clara with him. Which concluded betwixt Capel/o and Caſtiana, 
Albemare is ſo farre from rejecting this advice and counſell, as hee embracethit with 
muchjoy and deleCtation, and vowes (though with the perill of hislife) to perſeyere 
and purſue her in marriage : Towhich end, authorized as well by his owne a 
on, astheir authoritie, C/arais neither abroad not at home, but hee meets her, gi 
away all time from himſelfe, to give himſelfe to her : ſoasit ſeemesto the eye of the 
world, that Cape/o's houſe is now become his, and that his Daughter Clara likewiſe 
Dftortly ſhall bee - yea, hee addes ſuch curioſitie to his care, and fuch care to his affe- 
Con in courting her, asſhee cannot bee either at Maſle, or Veſpers, but hee is either 
with her, or neere her3 and when in ſolemne pompe or zeale ſhee viſits the Domes 
(or Cathedral! Church) of that Citie, and in it the Shrine of the new $4int Charles, 
then hee waits and attends on her at the Porch ſtaires, ſometimes with his Coach, 
but many times (as the cuſtome of MHz is) on his Foot-cloth, and prancing 
barbarie Horſe, to conduct her home : yea, and not to faile in any Complement of 
aaccomplithed Lover, beſides the harmony of his owne infiguation and ſolicitati- 
0, hee greets her with rich preſents, and ſalutes her with all yarietie of melodioas 
Muſicke, and me!” Aunus voyces: butall this notwithſtanding, although hee every. 
Way uſc his beſt art and induſtrie, and her father and mother thetr beſt $kill to make 


her 


— ic 


——— 


"— 


G ods Revenge 4 gainft Maurther. Book Itj 


her flexible to his deſires, and their pleaſure 3: yet ſhe,as having her thoughts fully bey 
and fixed on her deare and ſweet Beretaro, lookes haggard and averſe on Albemare, g 
ving him ſuch generall ayſwers, and cold entertainment, as he ſeeth hee hath far my, 
reaſon to: deſpairethan hope to obtaine her. } Whereupon doubting of her affe$; 
he hath againe recourſe tg, her parents.love, who to confirme and ſeale it him, ſee 
faire meanes will not-prevaile with their daughter, they reſolve touſe force, and ſoy 
adde threats to their requeſts, and.choller to;their perſwaſions, to make her abandy 
Baretang, and embrace Alberare., But if the firſt prevailenot with her, the ſecond co 
not; for ſhenowtelsthem plainly, that ſhe neither can.nor will affect any man forhy 
husband but Baretanv 3 and yet {he1is ſo farre from any.determinate reſolution to my 
ric himzas ſhe affirmes,that their will ſhall be her law,and their pleaſure her reſolutia 
_ Whiles thus 4/berzare inthe way of marriage ſeckegpur faire and ſweet Clara ph 
likely, no leſſe than Baretaro privately 3 and. although with leſle vanitie and oftenny 
on, yet he-hopes with farre more fortunacig and ſucceſle; as grounding his hopes 
on theſe A, bs : Ehatin heart and ſoule C{gra is one]y his, as both: in ſoule and hey 
he s hers - ſo hee entertaines.hex, many times-with his letters, and yet not to ſhey hip 
ſelfe a novice in diſcretiqn, or a coward in affefion, hee making her content his cop 
mands, asſhe did hisdefres hex felicitic ; he in.remote Churches and Chappels, ( 
whoſe number Millap exceeds Rowe) hath both the happineſle and honour privacy 
meet her, where if they violate the ſanCtite of the place, in conferring an cheriſhiy 
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heir war yet they ſanGifie-their affections, in deſiring that ſome Churchy 
appell mightipycſt and crowne them with the religious honour, and holy. dignit 
of marriage. For having jeſted of Love heretofote, now like true Lovers, they hens 
forth reſolve tolove, not in jeſt, but in carneſt ; and as of their twa hearts they haves 
ready made one, ſonow they meane and intend to diſpoſe of their bodies, thereby 
make onegftwo: And this is their ſole deſire, and this, and onely this is their chu 
delight, and moſt pleaſing (t defires and wiſhes. | | 
But as it 1s the nature of Love, for Lovers to deſire to ſee none but themſelves, al 
et are ſcene of many : ſo this their familiaritie and frequent meeting is againe repc 
ted to her father and mother, whereat they murmur with griefe, and grieve with di 
cantentand affliction-: and now not to ſubſtratt, but to addeto their vexation, itis 
ſolyed between our two cru Turtle Doves, Baretano and his faire Cl/ara;thi 
hee ſhould publikely motion them for her in marriage 3 which hee in wonderfull fa 
tearmes, and orderly Decvrum, (as well by his friends as himſelfe) performeth. Whe 
contrarie to his-wiſhes, but not his expeCation, they give him ſo cold entertainment) 
his ſuit ſuch poore and ſharp acceptance, as they (in affection and zeale to Alberare)ntt 
onely deny him their daughter, but their houſe 3 an anſwer ſo incivill, and therefore 
1njuſt, as might give a teſtimony of ſome way of their care, yet no way of their diſcn 
tion to. themſelves, oraffetion to their daughter. And here I muſt confeſle, thatlc 
difficultly define, whether this reſolution and anſwer of Capelo and Caſtiana, more 
lighted Albemare, diſcontented Baretano, or afflicted Clara who although in thee 
trance of their Loves.their hopes ſeem'd to be nipt,and their deſires oroſt by the from 
of their parents, yet they love each other ſo tenderly and dearcly, as theſe diſconted 
notwithſtanding,they will not retire,but are reſolute to advance 1n the progreſle of th 
their chaſte and fervent affeftions, and although their commands endeyour to give! 
law to her obedience, innot permitting her to be frequented of Baretans; yet hero 
dience isſo inforced totake a more ſtronger of her affection, as deſpight her parend 
malice and jelouſie towards them, when they are ſweetly ſleeping in their beds, thens 
their daughter Cera waking with Baretaro, and hee with her , oftentimes walkingaw 7 
talking in, the Arbours, and many times kifling and billing in the cloſe galleries of tl 
gardenzwhich they cannot conceale or beare ſo cloſely, but her father and mother hart 5 
exaCtnotice and intelligence thereof by ſome of their truſtie ſervants, whom they ha 
purpoſely appointed as Sentinels to eſpy and diſcover their meetings. WhereupC 
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(as much in hatred to Baretano as in affeCtion to Alberhare) knowing that if the cauſe be 

once removed,the effett 1s ſubject ſoone to follow and enſue they very ſuddenly and 
rivately ſend away their daugiiter from Mz{/ar to Modens by Coach, there to be mewed 

and pcnt up with the Lady Emelia her Aunt, and beſides her Waiting-gentle- woman 

ty Adriana, none toaccompany and conduct her but onely Alberare, hoping that a ſmall 

R time,his preſence & 1mportunate ſolicitations, would deface the memory of Baretaro,to 


das cngrave his owne 1n the heart and thoughts of his ſweet C/ara- Who poore ſoule,ſeeing 
her (clfe exiled and banithed from the ſociety of her Baretavo's light and company, 


he wherein under heaven ſhe chiefly and onely delighted ; ſhee hereat, doth as it were 
i | drowne her ſelte in the Ocean ofher tearess ſtorming as well at the cruelty of her pa- 
ing rents > As at her owne affliction and misfortune ; and no leſſe doth her Baretazs for the 


M abſence of his ſweet Saint,and deare Lady Clura - for as their affection, ſo their afflicti= 
mM ons1s equal! ; now _—_— as much at cach others abſence;as formerly they rejoyced 
and triumphed in their preſence.But although the jealouſie of Capello and Caſtiavawere 
very carefu}l to watch and obſcrve Baretaxo in Millan 3 and the zeale and affeftion of 
Albemares ſafety to. guard, and ſweetly to attend on Clara in Modena < Yet as fire ſuppreſ- 
ed, flames forth with more violence; and rivers ſtopped, overflow with more impe- 
wolity 3 ſo deſpight of the ones vigilancie, and the others jealouſte, though Baretaro 
cannot bee ſo happy and bleſledto ride over to Modexa, to ſee and ſalute his Clara - yet 
love, which is the refiner of inventions and wit,and the poliſher of judgement, cannot 
qetdetaine him from viſiting her with his Letters, the whichin reſpect of the hard ac- 
elle and dithcult paſſage to her, he is enforced to ſend her by ſubtill meanes, and ſecrer 
meſſengers : and the better to overſhadow the curioſity of his Arts, and the Art of his 
affettion herein, hee among many others, makes uſe of a Frier and a Hermite, for the 
conveyance of two Letters to Moderra,to his Lady : which(as fit agents for ſuch amorous 
employments) they (with more cunning and fidelity, than zeale,and Rel -_ lafel 
delivered her,and likewiſe returned himher anſwers thereof. And becauſe = erven 
of their affetions and cunſtancies,each to other, are more lively depainted and repre-= 
{nted in theſe two than in any other of their Lettersz therefore I thoughe my ſelfe in a 
manner bound , here to inſertthem , tothe end to give the better ſpirit and Grace to 
their Hiſtory,and the fuller ſatisfaction and content tothe curiolity of the Reader:That 
which Baretano ſent Clara upon her departure from Mill/ap to Modetza by the Frier, ſpake 


thus : 


| BARETANO to CraRa. 


pw juſtly may I tearme my ſelfe unfortunate, Sith I awe enforced to be miſerable before 7 
know what belongs to hepanſe : For if ever I found any content or heaven upon Earth.it 

ve onely 312 thy ſweet preſerice 3 which thy ſudden abſence, ard nnexpeFed exile hath now a24ate, 
ll & leaft,ry. Purgatory, if not my hell. Faire Clara judge of, thy Baretano by thy ſelfe , what 4 

, epi tcMeſſe griefe it is to my heart , and aheart-killing terrour to my thoughts, to ſee thee made 
oil *@tive to z2y rivall, and that the Fates and thy Parents ſeeme to be ſo propitious to his deſires, 
ll «2d ſo ir2exorable and cruvll to mine © That I muſt line alone in Millan without thee,and he alone 
ff in Modena with thee : which weakes that, I know not whether [more envie his joy. or lament 
ell 4pitty rrinc owne ſorrowes and affliFions.But if I have any ſenſe or ſhadow of cormfort in this 
th calamity,it onely conſiſts in this,that as thou carriedſt away my heart with thee; ſo thou wilt 
nf 20ncb/afe to reture me thine in thy letter by a reciprocall requitall and exchange. For if thou 
al tither bring me thy ſelfe.nor ſend me that 3 I may be ſought in Millan,but found no where but in 

and{} Peaverr: were Tpriviledged by thy conſent ,,mch more authorized by thy command Twould ſpee- 


7h dh rather flie than poff 'to thee: for Faire and Deere Clara, as thois art i#y ſole joy, and Sove- 
har '4igne felicity.ſo whiles breath this ajre of life,thy will ſball be my laxv,thy comentand my conpaſſe 
7 ha "94 thy eos my reſolution, 


ek V BARETAN®@ 
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Her anſwer returned by the Frier to Baretano at Mz/an, was to this effeCt. 


CLARA to BARETANO,. 


be is for none but our ſelves to judge how equall we participate and ſhare of miſery , in tein | 1 
deprived of each others preſence. Thou tearmeſt mine abſence either thy purgatory,or thy hel, Þ 
and my afflicions and torments for thine are ſp great , and withall ſo infinit, as T have all the enj1 
equity and reaſon of the world to repute them not onely one, but both: Thou art miſtaken in th Þþ 
point of my thraldome, for whiles Albemare vowes himelfe my captive, Tdiſdaine to be his,and Þf ''* 
both vow and triumph to be onely Baretanos : 1know not whether T have brought thy heart with |" 
te to Modena, but ſure I an, I left mine with thee in Millan : If my Parents ſeeme now plus Þþ ** 
ſong and propitious to him, Tan yet ſo farre from diſpaire, as I confidently hope the Fates will ut | i 
prove cruel or inexorable tothee,and in thee to my ſelfe - but rather that alittle time will chang | 1" 
their reſolutions and decrees, ſith they cannot our affetFions and conſtancy. If Clara be thy ſat wif 
Joy and ſoveraigne felicity, and no leſſe is Baretano hers : and albeit , I could wiſh either thn i an 
here with my ſelfe is Modena , or I there with thee in Millan. Tet ſuch 3s my Aunt Emelin wi 


care, and Albemares jelonſie over me , that wert thou in this City thou coulaeſt difficultly ſx bat 
we. but impoſſibly ſpeake with me, wherefore reſraine a whiles, and let thy journey hither to m Þ ts 
be ended ere began; yet with this proviſs and condition,that the cauſe thereof,thy affeFion tom, Þ | 
be began never to be ended © and thinke that my ſtay and exile here ſhall be as ſhort, as eithery 3 
beſt Art iz my ſelfe can invent. or trueſt zeale to thee ſuggeſt. In whichInterim let ws ſolace w i ** 


felves,and viſit each other by the Ambaſſadors of our hearts .I meane our letters © Aud this reſdn 
ay deare Baretano, that during eur abſence whiles thou doeſt feaſt oz my 1Idza , I will not fail 
to ſurfeit on thine. | 


CLARA. 

» Baretano's other letters ſentClara to Modena by the Pilgrime, was couched and penned Þ 
in theſe tearmes. | | - 
BARETANO to CLARA. ſa 

HA not thy requeſts (in thy laſt letter) granted out a Prohibition againſt my deſire1ul - 
wiſhes,T had long ſince left Millan to have ſeene Modena, and in it thy ſelfe ny ſweet oi is 
deare Lady 3 but I ſpeake it to my preſent comfort and future conſolation and joy , thatit ira W |, 
ceſſe, not want of affeFion which infuſeth this provident care and carefull providence to th WY ;,.. 
reſolutions,to the end that thy returne make 4 as joyfull as thy dep arture ſorrowfull, and conſe gh; 


rr wk that the laſt prove as ſweet unto our hearts and thoughts, as the firſt was bitter : Andy Y |, 
elieve me deere Clara, that my affettion is ſo intire and fervent to thee, becauſe T know thinti ſta 
reciprocally ſo to my feof « that Tdeeme it not onely capable to rake difficult things caſte, WY 1 
which is more, impoſſibilities poſſible - For, for thy ſake what would Inot attempt © and to enj0 ad 
thy ſight and preſence what would Teave unper formed? But if thou wilt not permit mee to on ff 4, 
#0 thee to Modena. nor yet ſpeedily reſolve to returne to me to Millan : Sorrow will then w+ 
went my Joy, and Di1ſpaire wy Hope 3 For if thou haſten not thy arrivall and our intervie us 
Srekneſſe will be my death; wert thou as kind as faire, or as affeFionate as I am fervent in aft || ;, 
ont hou wilt then rather ſuffer me to live with thee,than tg die for thee: for in this reſt confident, he 
#hat if thou deny me that requeſt, I cannot Nature this trite, my affeFion this homage , ori ny 


beanty this ſacrifice. oa 
BARETANO. Bing 
f 
And Clara her anſwer hereunto returned to Mi#an to Baretano,by the foreſaid rilgi - 
was traced in theſe words 3 , | 1 ON 
| cl 
CLAaks 
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CLARA to BARETANO. 


He laſt command of my Parents, and the firſt reſolution of my Aunt Emelia, arid my ſuitor 
Albemare,have now reduced me to ſo ſtri& a Sequeſtration (or rather captivity) as onely 
w thoughts, hardly my pen hath the freedome and power to fienifie thee ſo much. But as calmes 
mln tempeſss, and ſunſhine ſhowres, ſo T beſeech thee to brooke it with as much patience , as\/ 
| lhewith griefe 3 and not onely hope , but reſolve, that violence is never permanent, and all ex- 
| treames ſubje® to revolution and change. Wherefore my deare Baretano, conſiFer and thinke 
| nith thy ſelfe, that my ſtay from Millan, and thy prohibition from Modena , hath his two-fold 
| excuſe, that is in my will, but not as yet in my power to performe; and this will rather hinder, 
| than any way advance the accompliſhing of our deſires 3 Sith a little time may effe that with my 
rents, which T feare C—_— will never } neither can thy heart ſo mech long for my ſight,or 
wiſh for my preſence, as my oule doth for thine: Sith to give thee but one word for all, thy ſelfe, 
mdonely thy jelfe, art both the life of my joy , and the joy of my life. A thouſand times a day 1 
| zjþ Modena were Millan , and againe , as often that Albemare were metamorphoſed into 
Baretano. Therefore Tam ſo farre from preventing thy joy, as thongh at the price of my 
| luth,I axe ready to ſacrifice my life for the preſervation 9f thine 3 as alſo for the baniſhing of thy 
tpaire « Write me not then of thy ſickneſſe , leaſt thox as ſoone heare of my death , and 1 
hnew not what requeſt to deny thee , ſith T have _— granted andgiven thee my ſelfe, which 
| 5d that either T can give,or thou deſire 3 cheriſh thy ſelfe for my ſake, and Twill thy remens 
| brance for mine. : 
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CLARA, 


1 Pytheſe loving Letters of theſe our Lovers, the Reader mayobſerve and remarke, 
| yhatafirme league, and ſtrict and conſtant friendſhip there was contraCtted and ſetled 
| betwixt them, and whata hell their abſence was each to others thoughts and contemn-= 
 plations: In the meane time , whiles Baretazo entertaines Clara with Letters, 4lbemare 
doth with words, wherein he uſeth his beſt Rhetoricke and Oratory, to draw her to his 
| deſires 3 and withall, to liſten and eſple out, if there paſle any 1” hag of Letters, or 
ather correſpondency betwixt them. Which although Clara her afteQion to Baretaro 
vo, and her diſcretion to her ſelfe reſolve to conceale and obſcure from Albemare. yet 
lehere falls out a ſiniſter and unexpected accident, which will diſcover and bewray 
tzyea,and of all ſides,and toall parties produce griefe,ſorrow,choller,and repentance, 
 wach in effeCt(briefly) is thus : | 
Clara had reaſon in her former Letter ſent by the Pilgrim, to tearme this her ſeque- 
{tration in Modezzz-a captivity , fith the bounds of her Aunt Emelzas two ſmall Gardens, 
and the walles of her little Parke , were the limits wherein herliberty was confined, 
andher ſelfe as it were, immured : for farther ſhe wasnot permitted to goe, except to 
the Church with her Aunt in her Coach , but ſtill accompanied by Albermure, who left 
minutes or occaſions, as well to ſee her, .as to be ſeene of her. Now to give ſome 
tuce (though not peace ) to her diſcontents, and thereby ſomewhat to calme the 
mpetuoſity of thoſe tempeſts which love had ſtirred up in her heart and thoughts 
for the abſence of her Baretazo, ever better accompanied then when alone, 7D 
ne paſt away;the irkſomeneſſe of her time in walking in the Gardens, but many times 
the Parke cloſe ſhut , followed onely by her Wayting-gentlewoman Adriana: for 
nreſpeft of her Aunts unkindneſſe , and Albemrure: jelouſie, ſhe would neither accept 
Other familiarity,nor of his company. Now to the neereſt end of the Parke, not farre 
t from the ſecond Garden, was a curious walke , ranked about with matiy rowes 
of Hcemore trees, and at the fartherend thereof a cloſe ore-ſhadowed Bowers yea, fo 
5 colely vailed.that the raies of the Sunne could _ peepein,to ſcorch the purenieſie 
2 - 
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of her beauty,or to contend with the piercing luſtre and reſplendency of her eyes: ang ; 
to this Bower, in a faire and cleare day, Clara ( about three of the clocke after dinner)Þ þ 
repaires, having in her hand to delude the time, the old amorous Hiſtory of Hers and 
Leauder, which was very lately illuſtrated, and newly reprinted in Millazr,and wherey Þþ x; 
indeed for the conformity of their loves with her owne ,. ſhee tooke a ſingular deliph 
to read : butthat which gave ſweeter mulicke to her thoughts, and felicity toe þ 4 
heart, and mind, were her Baretazo's two Letters, (which we have formerly ſeene) al Þ « 
which as then ſhe had purpoſely brought with her to ſurvey and peruſe 3 yea, ſhereay Þ 6 
them ore againeand againe 3 and to write the truth, more oftner than there are word N 
orI thinke fillables therein contained:but when ſhe deſcends to his name,ſhe cannoty. þ 
fraine from kiſſing it 3 yea,and ſuch is her tender love toBaretano,as ſhe bedeyes it wi Þ » 
her teares 3 a thouſand times ſhe wiſhed her ſelfe with him, or he with her, and bitte Þ » 
blames the cruelty of her parents, for ſeparating their bodies, ſith ſhe not onely he Þ 4 
ped, but aſſured her ſelfe, that God had conjoyned,and united their hearts. But whily Þ 1; 
thein the middeſt of theſe paſſionate extaſies ſeemes to be rapt up into the heavens Þ « 
joy» atthe þ; ws way of theſe Letters of Baretazo3 and then againe to be plunged in Þ i; 
the hell of ſorrow, at the conſideration and remembrance of his abſence, ſhe heas Þ n 
a voyce, which ſhe thinkes is not farre off from her, when looking forth the Boye, Þ h 
and deeming it to be thatof her Wayting-gentlewoman,, whom ſhee ſaw ſomewty Þ t! 
neere her gathering of Strawberries, and wild Lillies, ſhee within a flight ſhoot frog it 
her, perceives it to be her Lover , ( but not jher love, ) . Albemare, who knowing ki h 
there inthe Bower, and for want of other talke, ſpeaking to the Eccho, ſhee gueſki te 
by his courſe, ( wherein ſhee wasnot deceived) that hee kad an intent to ſaluted a 
ſpeake with herz which to prevent, becauſe it wholly diſpleaſed her, to bee cumbn(F »n 
with the company of ſo unwelcomed a gueſt as himſelfe, the haſtily folds up her lets Þ 
in her handkercher, and clipping them (atleaſt asſhee thought) into the pocket v 
her gowne,takes her booke in her hand, and calling Adriaza, trips away backe towatÞ h 
the garden, by the other fide of the Parke, purpoſely to eichew and avoyd him, azir # { 
. Albemare grieves to ſee Clara's coyneſle and cruelty toward him, although ſhe wn th 
departed forth the Parke from him, yet his affeCtion 1s ſo fervent to her,as he will ne hi 
aſcend theBower,eſteeming it notonly a kind of content, but a bleſſing to his thougs I #« 
fith he cannot be where ſhe is,yet to be where ſhe hath beene : when thinking to mow dt 
the ſtaires of the Bower, he unexpected at the foot therof, finds the two Letters whered I re 
we have formerly ſpoken, which it ſeemes\lipt forth of Clara's handkercher, as ſhew# on 
utting it into her pocket : Albexrare taking up the Letters, and ſeeing them directed wi 
|: ſweet Clara,he betwixt the extreames of love and joy,kifſeth them againe and agaie | 6r: 
for her ſake : when ſitting downe in the Bower,he betakes himſelfe to read and pen n 
them, verily expeCting and hoping to gather and draw ſomething from them whit co 
might tend to advance the proceſle of his affetion towards her : But when he hadral}p ho 
the firſt, he was ſo extreamely perplexed and afflicted, as he had hardly the pation 
to peruſe theſecond, and yetat length haſtily and paſſionately running it over, wi} he 
ſeeing by all the circumſtances thereof, that it was in vaine for him any longervjÞ tak 
hope for Clare, fith ſhee was Baretano's, and Baretano hers, hee like one Lunatic} rea 
ſtamps with his foot,throwes away his hat.teares his baixe for very gricfe and chollaf the 
now thinking to tcare the Letters, and then to offer violence to himſelfe : But whe 
the fumes and flames of this his folly were over-blowne , and that hee had agait 
recalled his. wits to take place in the. proper ſeate of his judgement and diſcretion 
then taking up his hat, and pulling it downe his cares, hee leaves the Bower atk 
Parke, and ſo going into the aa ſhewes them the Lady Emehia her aunt, wh 
eshim not to diſpaire, but that Baretano's Letters notwithſtanding , hee himſelf 
all ſhortly marry her Niece Clare onely ſhee prayes him forthe two Letters, b* 
cauſe fhee affirmes, ſheewill tomorrow ſend them to Milan to ber father and _— 
4.5 | (-\ 
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| Wherein hee ſaith , hee will take adviſe of his pillowz when faſting out his ſupper, 
| he betakes _ ſelfe to his bed,to ſee whether he canſleepe away thoſe his paſſions and 
2nd Þ yexations- And by this time Clara going to locke up theſe two aforeſaid lettersin her 
tn Þ rranke; ſhe finds her handkercher, but miſleth her letters, whereat bluſhing for ſhame, 
| 1nd then againe looking pale for ſorrow, griefe and anger , ſhee ſpeedily ſends away 
hea Þ 4driane to the Bower, to looke them, who returnes without them, and then ſhe knowes 
and Þ forcertaine that A/berrare hath found them : whereupon for meere griefe and anger, 
24 | fcigning ber ſclfe ficke, ſhe withdrawes her ſelfeto her chamber, and there preſently 
>, | betakes her ſelfe to her bed. 
ts 1 may well ſay that Clara and Alberrare betake themſelves to their beds; but I atmſure 
ri © not to their reſt : For griefe and love ſo violently act their ſeverall parts in their hearts 
ah | nd thoughts,as ſigh they doe, but {leepe they cannot - Yea their paſſions and ſorrowes 
be © are as different as their deſires : for as Albemare now grieves that he hath found theſe 
ils Þ letters; ſo doth Clara that ſhe hath loſt them 5 and as he vowes not to reſtore her them, 
nd Þ ſoſhe neither dares, and yet diſdayneth to demand them of him - Yea againe , which 
in ismore,as their ſorrowes are ditferent, fo are their pretended conſolations, at leaſt if I 
us © may properly and truely tearme them confolations : For as Clara,although ſhe haveloſt 
wm her Baretano's letters, doth yet rejoyce that ſhee ſtill retainesthe Writer and Authour 
bt | thereof ingraven and charactered in her heart : ſo doth A4lberrare, that now fully knows 
on ing Baretazo to be his rivall, and who by all probability is like to beare his miſtris from 
ki © him, he hath (as he1njuſtly conceives, a juſt reaſon to be revenged, and a true occaſion 
HE tofight with him : butas Clara's comfort and conſolation herein proceeds from true 
Wh - feion , ſodoth the vanity and 1mpiety of this reſolution of Albewares from helliſh 
rd malice,and devilliſh indignation : yea,although the night doth or ſhould bring coun- 
es © (ell, yetas Clara paſſeth it over onely with ſighes, ſodoth Albemare with fames of re- 
of Þ venge againſt Baretazo,vowing that he will in the morne towards Mz/ar, and there trie 
t& Þ hisfortune,either to kill him, or to be killed of him, in a Duell z to whichend he is no 
i» ſooner ready,but he acquaintsthe Lady Emelia with his intended journey, but not with 
| his reſolution to fight with Baretano, and the ſame hee doth to the Empreſle of his 
| thoughts,and Queene of his deſires) Clara, demaunding her ifſhee pleaſe to command 
| timany ſervice for Mia; who both bluſhing and paling hereat, her affeCtion to Bare 
| tao, having now made her expert inthe ſubtilties of love, ſhe well knowes what wind 
drives Alberzare to Millan : and therefore guided by diſcretion, and not by paſſion,ſhee 
retarnes him this anſwere : That having neither reaſon nor deſire to command him,ſhe 
onely prayes him to remember her humble duty to her Father and Mother, and ſo 
| wiſketh his journey proſperous - which anſwer of hers ( being indeed no other than Al- 
| temare expected ) he yet advanceth to kiſle her at parting 3 which her civility thoagh 
| nother affection granted him 3 not ſo much as once dreaming or ſuſpecting that hee 
conceived the leaſt thought or intent to fight with her ſweet Baretazo, and ſo hee takes 
borſe,having onely one ſervant with him. | 
Albemare being arived at Saint Kexie, a ſmall Towne within fifteene miles of. Mi//ar, 
hereſolves to dine there, which he doth 3 and to avoyd theheat of the day, then: be- 
takeshimſelfe to ſleepe an houre or two ; being awaked,he commands his man tomake 
ready his horſe, and ſeeing the hoſt of the houſe in his chamber , inquires of him if 
there were any Gentlemen in the houſe riding for MiVar, who as ſoone turnes him this 
mlookt for and unexpected anſwere; that there wasa brave Gentleman in the houſe 
named $7grjor Baretano, who was to ride thither ſome two houres hence. Albermare no 
ſooner heares the name of Baretevo, but his very heart blood flaſheth up in his face, 
| When demanding him againe what manner of Gentleman he was,hee told him hee was 
atall ſlender young Gentleman, with never a haire on his face, and out of this window, 
7 he, you may now ſee him walking in the garden; when Albexrare looking forth 
indeed that it was his very rivall Baretano 3 when enquiring further of the Hoſt 
What followers he had with him , he told him that then he had none , but — 
V 3 when 
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when he came thither , either to take the aire, or breathe his horſe, hee was attend þ 
by twoor three, and ſo the Hoſt leaves him, not once ſuſpecting of any difference he: Þþ 
tweene them. Albemare ſeeing his enemy (becauſe his rivall) brought to him whomhe 
formerly reſolved to ſeeke and finde our, aflumes a baſe and a bloody reſolution toſs þ 
upon him in the high way diſguiſed, and there to venter his owne life, to deprive hin Þ 
of his : which to effect he will have no eye-witneſles of this his 1gnoble and trecheroy þ 
buſineſle ; and therefore purpoſely ſends away his man to Milan before him, and Þþ 
ſlipping intothe towne, provides himſelfe of a maske or viſard 3 then takes his hork Þ 
and rather like a theefe than a Gentleman , lurkes behind a Grove ({ ſome three mils Þ 
from Saint Remy) attending Baretano's comming, who poore harmeleile young Gentle. Þ 
man, harbouring and breathing no other thoughts and withes than charity to all the Þ 
world, and pure and fervent affe&tion to his faire and deare Clara, hikewile takes}; 
horſe, and drawes homeward toward Mi//az, when being arrived to the place wher Þ 
Albemare ſecretly lay in ambuſh for him , he furiouſly and ſuddenly rufheth forth, ai Þ 


with his Rapier drawen in his hand, runnes Baretazo into his right arme, who feelin 


the wound almoſtas ſoone as he ſaw his enemy wha gave it him, he is at fir(f,as it wer ſÞ 
amazed hereat z when thinking him by his maſke tn be a Bandetrz,who were then ey 
buſie in Lombardy, but eſpecially in the Dutchy of Mia, he told him that all the come 
he had,which was ſome ten double Piſtols in gold, and two Duckats in filver, were: 
his ſervice, but to fight in his defence, he would not : Not,quoth he,that he was any wy 
a Coward, but that hee affirmed he was lately afhanced and engaged to a young Lad: 


ſothat he perfeCtly knew that her affeCtion was ſo deare and tender towards him,asy: 


ther the loſle or preſervation of his life would be that of hers : Albemare galled an 
couch't tothe quicke with this his heart-killing anſwere to him,is wholly inflamed wil 
choller againſt him, when ruſhing towards him,he delivers him theſe words: Villain: 
13 not thy gold,but thy life which I (ceke,and then ſtrayning himſelte torunne Bareta 
thorow.loe the ſtring of his Maſke breaks, where Baretano apparently ſees it 1s his Rival 
Albemare : whereat ſuch is his tender affection to his ſweet and faire Clara, that hewho ÞÞ 
before turned craven,and would not fight for his owne ſake, is now cheerfully reſolved 
not onely to fight, but if occaſton require, to die for hers: and ſo returning the villan 
to Mbemares throat, he inſtantly draws,and joynes with him: and if Alberrare be reſolut 
in fighting,no leſle valiant and couragions 1s Baretano; for the remembrance of bs 
Clara's (weet Idea,and freſh delicious beauty, infuſeth ſach life to his valour, and fu I 


eneroſity,and animoſity to his courage.as he deales his blowesroundly, and his thrulh 


ely,naking Albemare know,that his Rapier is of an excellent temper,and yet hishean Þþ 


ofa better - And Albezrare ſeeing he mult buy his victory dearer than he expected, and 


diſdaining to be outbraved and beaten by a boy, pluckes up his beſt ſpirits and cow 
tohim, and ſolikewiſe behaves himſelfe manfully and valiantly : in ſuch fort, tht 


within leſſe than a quarter of an houre, Baretano hath given him five wounds , and he 


Baretano three , when the Connt of Martinewe paſſing that way in his Coach towark Þ 
Mila , and ſeeing two Gentlemen fo buſily fighting, he cries out to his Coach-mad, 


to gallop away with all celerity, and fo parts them. when ſeeing them full of blood, 


{weateand duſt, having his Chirurgion ſtill in his traine with him, he out of an honov Þ 


rable courteſte and charity, intreats and accompanies them to the next houſe, whete 


hee cauſeth their wounds to bedreſt and bound up 3 when by their apparrell ſeems 
them to bee Millaneſes, is deſirous to know their quarrell, and proffers his beſtalfr 
ſtance to reconcile and make them friends : but their hearts are ſo great, -and thef 


malice fo umplacable, as they both thanke the Count for his noble courtefie, but be: 


ſeech him to pardon them,: in obſcuring their names and quarrell; and yet heesF 
fo Noble and generous,as hee will not ſoleavethem;, but ſeeing them ſhrewdly wou® | 
ded(though not he thinkes morrcally ) he for their greater caſe and fafery, cauſeth tw} 


ofthis Gentlemen to mounttheir horſes, and takes them both up into his Coach 


him., and ſo bripgs them within the Gates of M;l/az, where after they had ha 
. ren 
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rendred him many thankes for his Coxrteſſe and Henour, hee commends them both ts 
their good Fortunes, and ſo leaves them. « 


Baretano, and Albemare being thus arrived at Millar, they conceale their fighting, and 


| ſokeepetheir chambers, till they have ſecured their wounds 3 when Albemare vi Its Ca- 


zllo and his Ladie Caſtzana, and reports to them the health and durie of their daughter, 


| 25alſo her averſneſle towards him, and withall ſhewes her Baretano's two Letters to her, 
| whereby it-is apparant, that ſhee is ſo wholly his, as he himſelfe is ſure never to obtaine 
| orepjoy her. Her father and mother at the firſt, ſeeme to hang their heads at this 
| newes, and the peruſall of the Letters; but atlaſt bid him not deſpaire, but be couragh- 
*Þ® ous, for hee, and onely hee ſhall be their ſonne in law. But Albemare conſidering that 


| forthe terme of at leaſt ſixe moneths, hee, Camelion-like, had onely beene fed with the 


| aireof their vaine promiſes, and that hee perfettly knew, that Claraonely intended to 


matrſy Baretaro, and none but him 3 his love to her was fo tender and fervent, as hee 


| cannot conceive the ſhadow of any hope how to obtaine her for his wife in this world, 


| before he have ſent Baretano to anotherzwhen he being conſtantin his reſolution there- 
| oftohimſclte, becauſe he was reſolute in his conſtancie and affection toCl/araznoreaſon, 


CY TER ton 


no Religion, not his Conſcience,not his Soule,can divert him from this bloodie deſfigne, 
from this murtherous and therefore damnable proje& : Feeding therefore on Malice; 


| andboiling with Revenge towards Baretano, hee,not as a Gentleman, but rather dege- 


| nerating from the vertue and honour of that honourable degree and qualiry, bethinks 
| himſclfe either by piſtoll or poiſon, how hee may trecherouſly diſpatch him 3 where- 


| onrumivating and pondering (as malice and revenge may perchance ſlumber, but diffi- 


F cultly ſleepe) the Dive#, who is never abſent in ſuch helliſh ſtratagems and occaſions, 
| gives him meanes (though by a contrary courſe) how to diſpatch him : For on a day, 
| deſcending the ſtaires of the Doxzo, he ſees Pedro and Leoxardo (two Souldiers,or rather 
| Braves of the Caſtle of Pavia) paſle by him, with whom he had beene formerly acquain- 


| ted, but ſo poorely apparelled, as weighing their bloodie humours by their neceſlity, 
| hee(infavour of money) thinkes them very fit Agents and 7nſtrurents to murtherand 


| make away Baretano, to which end, to play the PraFique part, as well as the Theorique, 
{ andſo toreduce this hjs bloodie contemplation into ation, hee ſends his man valves 
| afterthem, and prayes them to repaire to him in the Cloyſters of Borromeos Palace, for 
| thathe hath a buſineſſe to impart them of great importance for their profits. Yalerio 


orertakes them, delivers them his Maſters pleaſure ; whonetled with this word Profit, 
they repaire to the Rendevors,and meet Albemrarezwhen having refreſhed their acquain- 


| tance, and hee ſworne them to ſecrecie, as hee was a wretched and perfidious Genitle- 
| man, acquaints them with his deſire, ſome ten dates hence to have them murther 
| Seignior Baretanso in the ſtreet by night, and to give it out, that it was done by ſome 


$paniards of the Yicerozes Guard, and that hee will give them an hundred Duckatons. 
In hand, and leave them as much more with his man /alerio, which they ſhall receive of 


| im, whenthey havediſpatch'd him 3 and for his owne part, ſome foure or five daies 


hence he will away for Modena, to caſt the better varniſh ahd colour that hee was inno- 

cent thereof, and had no finger at all in the bufineſle. | | | 
Pedro and Leonardo ſeeing that Albemare proffered them gold, which they ſo mnch 

wanted and deſired 3 like two limbes of the Divells, and as a couple of helliſh Blood- 


| hounds, not onely promiſe, but ſweare to him punCctually, in all reſpefts to performe 


his defires, and ſo they touch their firſt hundred Duckatons, which being the pledge 


| andprice of innocent blood, it will affuredly coſt them deare, and drawdowne venge- 
| ance, ruine and confuſion ontheir heads from heaven, when they leaſt thimke or dream 
| thereof. Albemare having ſettled this his bloody and mournfull buſinefle with Pedrs 
| nd Leoardo, hee is againe ſolicited by Capells and Caſtiara, to returne to their daughter 

| MiModeza - whereunto hee willingly confenteth, when armed with their Lettersto her, 


Whercin they charge her ontheir commands and bleffing, todiſpoſe her ſelfe to affett 


and marry him, he within foure daies departeth: But having ſecretly revealed his aght 
| WI 
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with Baretaxo to ſome of Capello his chiefeſt and moſt confident fervants, they yer low þ 
and honour their young Lady Clara ſo well in her abſence,as they ſend her the true rely. | 
tion and intelligence thereof, which is at Modena alittle before Albemrare, the which be. | 
ing unknowne to him; he is no ſooner arrived there, but hee ſalutes firſt the Aunt Edi, | 
then her Neece, and his Miſtrefle Clara3 to whom having delivered her Parents Le. þ 

ters,ſhe ſtepping aſide to the window,reads them, and ſo returning to him againe, give, 

himthis ſharpe and bitter welcome : My Father and Mother command me to love thee; Þ 
but how can T, ſince upon the highway, thou baſely and treacherouſly attemptealſt to kill my deas | 

Baretano, whom T love a thouſand times dearer than the whole world? when with tearesn Þ 

her eyes,and chollerin her lookes,ſhee very ſuddenly and paſſionately flings from him, Þ 
whereat Exzelia wondreth, and he both ſtormes and grieves3 and ſo they betake them. 
ſelves to their chambers, where Albexzare throwing himſelfe on his bed, faith thusty Þ 
himſelfe : Unkinde and cruell Clara, if thou take my fighting with Barctaro thus tender. Þ 
ly, how wilt thou brooke the newes of his death? On the other fide, Clara grievesy Þ 
much at her Baretazo's wounds, as ſhee rejoyceth at his ſafety and recovery ; yea,ſo ter 
deris her affection to him, as ſhee a thouſand times wiſhes, that the blood hee loſt, had Þ 
ſtreamed from her owne heart. Againe, knowing his wounds free from danger, the Þ 

cannot but ſmile, ard delight to ſee his deare and true afteCtion to her, in remembring Þ 

that hee would not fight for his owne ſake, and yet was ready, yea, and valianty Þ 
hazarded to loſe his life for hers; and in theſe amorous conceits and contemplations ſh: Þ 

penſively drives away the time, admiring and wondering that all this while ſhee hears Þ 
not from her Baretanez But alas,alas | ſhee ſhall heare too too ſoone of him, thoughin- Þ 
deed never more from him;ftor theſe execrable wretches,Pedrs and Leozurdo ſome tour: Þ 
daies after Alberrares departure to Modena, they, according to their promiſe and oah Þ 

given him, like two molt bloody and butcherly .villaines, cruelly aſſault and murthe: Þ 

this harmeleſleand innocent young Gentleman, Baretaro,in the ſtreets of Mil/az by night, Þþ 

with noleſle than ſeven ſeverall wounds, whereof foure were cleane thorow his body; Þ 

and ſo give itout (asit was formerly concluded) that he was murthered by ſome Ste i 

n ards of the Vice-royes Guard - when the ſame night they __ to Valerio, acquan i 
o provide for their (atey i 


him therewith, receive their other hundred Duckatons, and ſo p 
inthe City : but that bloody money and this cruell murther, will in the end coſt then 
dearer than either they image or dreame of. 

Whiles MzZax ratleth with the newes of Baretaro's bloody and untimely end, as hi 
owne friends infinitely lament and grieve, ſo Capelo, and his wife Caſtiara, cannotr- 


fraine from rejoycing thereat,asnow aſſuring themſelves, that Albemrare ſhall ſhortly be Þ 
their ſonne in law; and for Yalerio, hee with all poflible ſpeed, writes away thereofto Þ 
Modena;to his Maſter, who entertaines this newes with infinite joy and deleCtation, ad 
[48 prom} acquaints the Lady Exelia therewith 3 whereat ſhe rezoyceth,and he triumphs Þ 
ut they both reſolve as yet,. to conceale it from Clara, becauſe they know ſhe willeva 
diſlolve and melt into tearesthereat. But foure daies after are not fully expired, 
but her father and mother advertiſe their daughter Clara, their ſiſter Exelia, and 4b 
mare thereof, by a Gentleman,a ſervantof theirs, whom they papa ſend to Moaens if 
ut lovers, to conceived 

judge,with what extreme excetle of griefe and immoderate ſorrow our poore Claraur 
deritands this heart-piercing newes of her Baretano's mournefull and forrowfull death: 
for ſhee is no ſooner advertiſed thereof, but ſhe throwes off her attire, teares her hair, Þ 


to bring backe Clara and Albemare to Millan. But it is for none 


and twice following falls to the ground ina ſwound 3 ſo as Emelia, Albemare,Adriana,and 


her fathers Gentleman, can hardly refetch and keepe life in her ; but being comer Þ 
gain to her ſenſesand ſelfe,and faintly opening her cloudy eyes to the beams of the Sun, Þ 
whoenamoured of her beauty (as well in pity as love) came to comfort and reviveher: 
ſhee wringing her hands, then croſſing her armes,and laſtly, looking up towards Heaven | 
ing and ſpeaking, breathes forth theſe mournefull paſiionate and affettio | 


Oay| 


betwixt ſigh 
nate noche 
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| O my Baretans, my ſweet and deare Baretaro, and ſhall thy wretched Clara live, thou 
 beingdead? whenthe violence of her affectionand ſorrow making her forget her ſelfe, 
be. Þ and her God, ſhe ſecretly unſheathes her knife, and then and there would have ſtab- 


lis | bed her ſelfe to death, had not Albemare and her Aunt Elia ſpeedily ſtept to her aſli- 
«ﬆ- þ ſtance, and prevented her, by wreſting it from her when condudting her to the Gar- 
ves # gen totake the aire, ſhee prates Albemere to leave her, and in his abſence often againe 
ee; | repeating the name of herdeare Baretano, ſhe a thouſand times witheth that her life had 
0: | canſemed his, vowing, that although ſhe were a woman, yet if ſhee knew his murtherers, 
Sin Þ ſhee would flie to their eyes, and teare out their hearts, in meere revenge of this inhu- 
m, | mane and cruell death; when her forrowes are ſo infinite, and her griefe ſo unſuppor- 
m- Þ table, as {he cannot long remaine in one place, but withdrawes her ſelfe from the gar- 


to Þ Jen to ber chamber, whither her Aunt Exeliacarefully accompanies her, lies with her 
e- Þ thatnight tocomfort her, who, poore atfthicted young Lady, neither can nor will be 

2 | comforted3 ſoasthe'next morning, had not her Aunt powerfully preyented/and ſtop- 

| reher, ſhec had then undoubtedly, entred the Nurnmnery of her owne name, Saint Clara; 

ad Þ ;nd in thatretired and obſcure life, there ended her dates in Modera; reſolving intrue 

we | (fection and zeale to her dead Baretaro, never thenceforth,either to ſee her parents, or 

oo Þ pills; but being diverted and comforted by ſome Divines, and many Ladies of that 
| City,ſhee brooking her ſorrowes as patiently as ſhee may,(with much ſolicitation)after 
he Þ tendaies, permits her ſelfe to be conveyed home to Mi/laz, where, although ſhee were 
re | very cheerefully received, and joyfully entertained of her father and mother, yet ſhee 
n Þ likewiſe went neere to have there mewed her ſelfe up a fpirituall ſiſter in the Nanzery 
i ofthe Annmiciation 5 but that againe ſhe was prevented 3 whereat grieving, ſhee takes 
th Þ onmourning attire, and vowes to weare it a whole yeere for his ſake : when to make 
© herſelfe (as ſhee was) both a true Lover,and a true mourner to the memory of her dead 
| Aretano, ſhee oftentimes ſteales into Saint Exphemias Church, where hee was buried, 
| andthere bedewes his tombe with teares, living ſo penſively, and diſconſolately, that 
| although ſhee live in the world, yet it ſeemes ſhee neither is, nor long will be of 
| the world. | | 

* Butas women are but women, and as Time 18a ſoveraigne remedy for all diſeaſes 
* and ſorrowes3 ſo about ſome ten moneths after, the inceſſant importunity of her fa- 
| therand mother. and the continuall tender reſpe& and obſervant courtefie of Albemare 
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| tolooke on him with a more pleaſing and favourable eye, than before. But here (a- 
| oaine) a conſideration makes her affection die towards Albemare, almoſt as ſoone as it 
Cn tolive : For why (quoth ſhee) ſhould ſhe affect or love him, who at Saint Remy 
E gave her Baret ano three ſeverall wounds? But then Love againe ſteps in,and thus pleads 
| withherfor Alberrare: That he received five wounds,and gave Baretazo but three, which 
| made him loſe far more blood than Baretazo 3 and yet that this attempt of his, wasonly 
| occaſioned through his affeCtion to her, and onely for her ſake,as loving her dearer thai 
| hisowne life 5 which againe gave her thoughts ſuch ſatisfaction, as weighed downe 
| andvanquiſhed, as well by the power and prayers of her Parents, as alſo by the endlefle 
lighes, letters, and preſents of Albemare : the yeere is no ſooger expired, and her mour- 
ning weeds and attire done away, but to their owne hearts content, and the unſpeake- 

able joy of their parents, they in Mz/lar (with great pompe and bravery) are very ſo- 
| lemnly married. But this marriage of theirs ſhall not prove ſo proſperous as they ex- 
| tand hope: For Godin his all-ſecing Providence, hath decreed to diſturbe the tran- 
| qQuillity and ſerenity thereof, and to make them feele the ſharpe and bitter ſhowers of 
Mlition and miſery,which briefly doth thus ſurpriſe and befall them. 

Albemare and Clara.have hardly beene married together a yeere and quarter, but his 
| totlove begins to waxe cold and frozen to her, yea, albeit ſhee affe&ed himtrulyand 
| temderly, yet he continually negleQingher, and no delighting in the ſiyeetneſſe 
| Ofher youth, and the freſhneſle of her beauty, his luſtfull eyes and thoughts carry his 
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towards her, make her ſomewhat neglect and forget the memory of B,retaro, and now .. 
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laſcivious ſelfe abroad among Curtezans, when they ſhould be fixed on her, and reg. | 
dentat home with his chaſte and faire Lady : ſo as his infidelity proving her griefe agg | 
torments, and his vanity and ingratitude her unſpeakable afthiction and vexation ; ſhee | 
with infinite ſighes and teares repents her matching him, and a thouſand times wiſheth | 
ſhe had beene {5 happy and blefled to have died Baretano's Martyr, and not ſo unforty. | 


nate andaccurſed to live to fee her ſelfe Albemares wite 5 and yet were there any ho 


of his reformation, ſhe ſhould then prefixe bounds to her calamities and forrowes : Ry | 


ſceing that his vices grew with his age, and thatevery day he became more vicious and 


unkinde to her than other; her hopes are now wholly turned intodiſpaire, her mirth | 


into mourning 3 yea, her inward diſcontents ſo apparantly bewray themſelves in her 


outward ſorrowfull complexion and countenance, that the Roſes ofher cheekes are | 
metamorphoſed into Lillies, and her heart ſo wholly takenup with anguiſh, and ſurpy. Þ 
ſed with ſorrow, as ſhee wiſheth that her bed were hergrave, and her ſelfe in Heaven 


with God; becauſe ſhe could finde no comfort here on Earth with her husband : By 


beyond her expectation God is providing to redreſle her gricfe, and to remedy her af. 


flictionsby a very ſtrange and unlooked for accident. 

The Frovidence and Juſtice of God doth now againe refetch bloody Pedro, to a(t ano 
ther part uponthe Stage and Theater of this Hiſtory - For having ſpent that mony lewdh, 
which he before got damnably of Albemare, his wants are ſo great, and his neceſſity 
urgent, as having played the murtherer before, hee makes no conſcience nor ſcrupk 
now toplay the thiefe, and ſo by night breakes into a Jeweliers ſhop, named Sejgnin 
Fiamata,dwelling in the great place vefore the Domo,and there carries away from hima 
ſmall Trunke or Casket, wherein were ſome uncut Saphyrs and Emralds,with ſome Venice 
Chyſtall pendants for Ladies to weare in theireares, and other rich commadities : but 


Fiamatalying over his ſhop, and hearing it, and locking his doore to him for feared Þ 
having histhroar cut, gives outthe cry and alarum forth the window, which ringingin Þ 


the ſtreets, makes ſome of the neighbours, and alſo the watch approach and aſſemble; 
where finding Pedro running with a Casket under his arme, hee 1s preſently hemb'din, 
apprehended and impriſoned, and the Casket tooke from him, and againe reſtoredto 
Fiamataz when knowing that hee ſhall die for this robbery, as a juſt puniſhment and 
judgement of God, now ſent him for formerly murthering of Baretans, hee having 
other hope to eſcape death,but by the meanes of Albemare, he ſends early the next mor 
ning for his man 7alerio, to come to thepriſon to him, whom hee bids to tell his Maſter 
Albemare from him, that being ſure to be condemned for this robbery ofhis, if hee pro 
cure him not his pardon, he will not charge his ſoule any longer with the murther of B& 
retaxo,but will on the ladder reveale,how it was he who hired himſelfe and Leozardoto 


performe itz Yalerjoreporting this to his Maſter, it affrights his thoughts, and terrijs | 


his conſcience and courage, to ſee himſelfe reduced to this miſery, thatno lefle than hi 


life muſt now ſtard to the mercy ofthis wretched Varlet Pedro's tongue. But knowing ] 
it impoſlible to obtaine a pardon for him, and therefore high time to provide forhs | 
own ſafety,by ſtopping of Pedrs's mouth; he reſolves to heave Ofa upon Pelion,,or to add | 


murther to murther,and now to poyſon him in priſon, whom he had formerly cauſed to 


murther Baretaz-010 the ſtreet, tothe end he might tell no tales on the ladder, thinking Þ 
itno ingratitude or ſin, but rather a juſt reward and recompence for his former bloody | 


ſervice; foto feed Pedro with falſe hopes, thereby to charme his tongue to ſilence, and 


tolull his malice afleepe, hee ſpeedily returnes Yalerio to priſon to him, who bids bim 
feare nothing, for that his Maſter had vowed toget him his pardon, as he ſhall moreef- | 
fectually heare from him that night; whereat Pedro rejoyceth and triumpheth, telling | 
Valerio, that his Maſter Albewareisthe moſt generous and braveft Cavalier of Lombardy. | 
Buttonip his joyes in their untimelybloſſomes, and to diſturbe the harmony of his falſe | 
content, that very day, as ſoone as he hath dined, he istried and arraigned before his Þ 
Judges3 and being apparantly convicted and found guilty of this robbery,he is by them 
adjudged to be hanged the next marne, at a Gibbet purpoſely to be erected before | 

| | Fram | 
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—mata's houſe, where he committed his delict and crime : which juſt ſentence nof one- 
1ymakes his joy fcrike faile to ſorrow, but alſo his pride and hopes let fall their P-a- 
| cocks plumes to humility and teare : But his onely truſt and comfort, yea, hislait hopes 
| nd refuge is in Albemare, who hearing him to be condemned to be executed the ne«5 
| norning5 he 18 enforced to play hs bloody prize thatnight,and fo in the evening {nds 
| 74erio, to priſon to him, with a Capon, and two Fiaſcoes (or bottles) of Wine tor him 
| omake merry, informing him that hee hath obtained his pardon, and that it is written, 
| nd wants nothing but the /7ceroyes figne to it, which he ſhall have to morrow at breake 
| of day. Butthe Wine of one of the bottles was1ntermixed with ſtrong and deadly poy- 
(on, which was ſo cunningly tempered, as it carried no diſtaſteful, but a pleaſing relith 
| othe pallate 5 Valerio like an execrable villaine, proving as true a ſervant to his Maſter, 
| is rebellious and falſe to his God, he punquilly performes this fearefu!l and mourn- 
cl buſineſſe 3 and having made Pedro twice drunke;firſt with his good newes, and then 
| with bis pRſon=d Wine, hee takes leave of him that night, an1 committing him to his 
| cell, promiſeth to be with him very early in the morning with his pardon. When this 
| miſerable and beaſtly prophane wretch, never thinking of his danger, or death; of 
| Godor his ſoule 5 of Heaven or Hell; betakes himſcIfe to his bed, where the poiſon 
reading ore his vitall parts, ſoone bereaves him of his breath, ſending his foule from 
© this life and world to another, 

* Now the next morning very early, as the Gaoler came to his chamber, to bid him 
| prepare to hisexecution, he findes him dead and cold in his bed and thus was the mi- 
| fxrable end of this bloody and inhumane murtherer (and thiefe) Pedro,who yet forex- 
| ample ſake was one whole day hanged by the heels in his ſhirt, athis appointed place of 
” execution, becauſe his Judges deemed that he had cruelly poiſoned & made away him- 
| felfe. And now doth Albemare againe rejoyce and triumph, to ſee he hath avoided that 

Þ dangerous ſhelfe and rocke whereon he was very hkely to have ſuffered ſhipwrack,yea, 

| andnow he thinkes himſclfe ſo abſolutely ſafe and ſecure,as he holds it impoſſible, thar 
| either his murthering of Baretazo, or his poiſoning of Pedro, can any way reflet on him, 
| orhenceforth produce him any further ſtormes or tempeſts: but his hopes and joyes 
| milldecerve him, for God, who is the infallible revenger of innocent blood, will not fo 
| kavehim, but ere Jong,when he leaſt thinks or dreames theteof, not onely in his provi- 
dence dete@ theſe his foule crimes, but in his juſtice ſeverely puniſh them ; and the 
Readers curioſity ſhall not goe far to ſee 1t : for as to a guilty conſcience, it is the plea- 
| fure of the Lord, that one miſery befall him in the necke and nicke of the other, ſo 4!- 
| bear isno ſooner freed of Pedro in MzYan, but behold he1s afreſh intangled and aflaul- 
| ted with Leorardo (his other hired murtherer) in Pavia, who having there prodigally 
| ridted away his hundred Duckatons, and alfo run himſelfe farre in debt his Creditors 
| joyne together, and ſo clap him priſoner, where having noother hope for his freedome 
| andliberty,but to relie on Albemare,he writes him a Letter to Miz/ar,wherin he acquaints 
| kim with his poverty and miſery,and prajes him(for the obtaining of his liberty) either 
| tolend or give him fifty Duckatons : Albemrare receives this Letter, bur forgetting his 
| former ſervice; as alſo thinking it only a fetch of Leoxardo,to fetch him over for ſo many 
' Duckatons, as God would have it, hee vety inconſiderately burnes this his Letter, and 
anſwereth it with filence ; but he ſhall repent it whenit will betoo late, and out of his 
| power to remedy this his ingratitude and/indiſcretion. | 

* Leonardo having at leaſt fifreene dajes expected an anſwer from 4/bemrare, and re- 

- | cxivingnone, he is extremely incenſed and inraged to fee himſclfe thus fleighted and 

: forgotten of him, when exa {perated by his mifery,and animated by his extreine povert 

| andindigence, in that he is now inforced to ſell away his apparell,;and ſo to uncloth his 


* | backe, thereby to feed his belly, he intends no more to requeſt and pray him, but noty 


relolvesto touch him tothe quicke,the which he doth in thete few lines which he ſents 
| tinzto Mz/an by a meſſenger of purpoſe. = - et of 90 
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LEONARDO tO ALBEMARE, <f 

k 

Tf my firſt Letter prevailed not with thee for the loane or gift of fifiy Ducatons, to free mefyn he 


this my mijerable impriſonment, I make no doubt but this miy ſecond will, for being a fouldiy 
T eive thee to underſtand,that T hold it farre more generous to hang than fterve 3 ſith as a hay 
3s onely the beginning of my friends ſorrowes 3 ſoit will likewiſe be the end of my owne miſeriy; 
yea, if thou ſpeedily jurniſhand accompliſh not my requeſt, althongh it coſt mee my life, Twily 
longer conceale, = thou didſt hire Pedro and my ſelfe, for two hundred Duckatons, to gin 
Signior Barctano his death, which at thy requeſt we performed : Thinke then how neere my ji 1Q1 


crecy concermes thy life, ſith when 7 ſuffer death, TI know thou haſt but a fhort andpoore tine 2h 
thee to ſurvive mee; Therefore tha 


ke thy ſelfe if thy ingratituae turne my affeit ion intorn 16 
tetupt, and that into revenge and malice. 


LEONAkn 


Now, although Leonardo meane not as he write, yet this his meſſenger commingy 

Millar, and not finding Albemare at his houſe, hee knowes not (and is reſolute) whaty 
doe, cither to ſtay his comming in, orto deliver his Letter to ſome of his ſervants: Ju 6 
waiting at his doore till Jate1n the evening, and hearing no newes of him, he givesity 
Palerio, and (without telling him from whom,or whence it came) prayes him ſafelyy 
deliver itto his Maſter, and that he will repaire thither the next — for an anſje, 
Palerioclapsthe Letter into his pocket, awaiting his Maſters comming; but he 1s ſobil ju 
a busbandto himſelfe, and ſo diſloyall and unkinde a one to his chaſte and faire yi, i 
as he was out all night with his Curtizans, which good and vertuous Lady, even pierce Mn: 
her heart with griefe and ſorrow. Now 7alerzo ſeeing his Maſter abſent, his commin Ml 4 
uncertaine, and himſclfe inforced to goe forth about his affaires, hee placeth the[& n 

ter upon a Cupboard neere his Maſters ſtudy, that it might be apparant to his eye wha ſh 5, 

he came in, and ſodeparts. 4 

But here the mercy and providence of God invites the Chriſtian Reader to admir iſ {- 

and wonder at the ſtrange diſcovery and deteCtionof this Letter : for as Albexzare (mar 

for ſport than jcharity) kept a man-foole of ſome forty yeexes old in his houſe, whoi 

deed was ſonaturally peeviſh, as not Millax, hardly 7taly couldmatch him for fimplich, 

It ſo chanced, that this harmeleſle foole gate into the roome after Yalerio, and ſaw hin 

put up this Lettzr on the Cupboard : Now, as Children and Fooles may in ſome ſorts 
termed Couſin Germaine to Apes ſo as ſoone as Valerio was departed, this Foole (10 
doubtled wa 4 by the direction and finger of God, rather than by his owne propet 
jgnorance and ſimplicity) gets into the chamber, and taking a ſtoole to aſcend the 
Cupboard, hee brings away the Letter, which both in the Hall and Yard hee toſſes and 
dandles1n his hand, as if this new-found play gu delight and content to his extras 
gantand ſimple thoughts : when, behold our ſweete and vertuous Clara comming fron 

Saint Ambroje Church, where ſhe had beene to heare Yeſpres, and ſeeing a faireLette 

faſt ſealed inthe Fooles hand, ſhee enquires of him from whence he had it > who ſing: 
 Ingandhopping, and ſtill playing with the Letter, ſhe could get no other anſwer fron 
him, but, That it was his Letter, and that God had ſent it him, that God hadſent it hin: 
”  whichſpeechesof hishe often redoubled. When Clara weighing his words, and con 
#® Afideringoutof whoſe mouth they came, her heart inſtantly began to grow,and her 
lour to riſe, as if God and her ſoule prompted her,that ſhe had ſome intereſt in thatLe- 
ter whereupon ſnatching it from the Foole, whom ſhee left crying in the Hall forthe 
loſle thereof; ſhee ſeeing it directed to her Husband, goes to the Parlour, attended by 
Adriana, and there ſitting downe in a chaire, and breaking up the ſeales thereuf, ſhec 
beginsto read it 3 but when ſhee drawes toward the concluſion thereof, and findes that 
it was her Husband Albemare's, who had cauſed her deare Lover and Friend Baretunot 
be murthered; then not able to containe her ſelfe for ſorrow, ſhee throwes her (lie 
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the floore, and weepes and fighes ſomournefully, as the moſt obdurateſt and flin- 
feſt heart could not choofe but relent into pity to {ee her : For ſometimesſhe look'd u p 
Heaven, and then agame dejecting her eyesto earth, now wringing her hands, and 
en crofſing her armes, in ſuch diſconſolate and afflicted manner, as 4driaxa could not 
rkewiſe refraine from tearesto behold her 3 when after a deepe and profound filence; 
he bandying and evaporating many volleys of far fetcht ſghes into the aire, ſhe com- 


| anding Adriaretorth, the doore ſhut, with the two extremities of paſſion and ſorrow, 


lone utters theſe mournefull ſpceches to her ſelfe. 

Ad ſhall Clara live to underftand,”that her Baretaro was murthered for her ſake,and 
(her unfortunate Huſband Alberrare ? and ſhall ſhe any more lie in b:d with him,who 
Ginhamanely hath laine him in his untimely and bloody grave? And Clara,Clara, wilt 
hott prove ſo-ungratefull tohis memory, and to the tender affeCtion hee bore thee, as 
notto lament,not to ſeeke to revenge this his diſaſtrous and cruell end 2 When againe, 
ter teares interrupting her words, and her ſighs her tearesz ſhee entring into a further 
-oafultation with her thoughts and conſcience, her heart and her ſoule atlaſt continues 
her ſpeech in this manner : 'O, but unfortunate and wretched Clara, what ſpeakeſt thou 
of tevenge ? for conlider with thy fclfe, = forgetnot to conſider, Baretaro was but thy 
fend, Albemare is thy Huſband ; the firſt loved thee in hope ro marry thee, but thou art 
matfied to the ſecond, and therefore thou muſt love him and although his ingratitude 
ind infidelity towards thee,make him unworthy of thy attetionz yet yee two are but 

onefleſh, and therefore confider, that'malice 184 bad adyocate, and revenge a worſe 
«dg: Brit here againe remembring what a foule and odious crime murther was in the. 
«of the Lord; that the diſcovery thereof infinitely tended to his glory and honour, 
indthat the poore Foole wasdoubtlefle inſpired from heaven, to affirme that God ſent 
teFerter 3; ſhe knowes that her bonids'of conſcience to her Saviour, muſt exceed and 
neaLaw to thoſe of her duty towatds her Huſband ; and therefore preferring Hea- 

yen before Earth, and God before her Huſband; ſhee immediately calls for her Coach 
and goes direCtly to Baretano s Unkle, Seignior Gzovan de Montefiore, and with ſighs and 
tedtes ſhewes him the Letter, who formerly, though in vaine, had moſt curiouſly and 
exily hunted to diſcover the murtherers of his Nephew. Mortefiore firſt reads the Let- 
tr with tears, then with joy 3 and then turning towards the Lady Clara,he commends her 
zeal and Chriſtian fortitude towards God, in ſhewing her how much the diſcovery of 
this murther tended to his glory, and ſo -preſently fends away for the Preſedent Criminal, 
Whotmmediately repairing thither, he acquaintshim therewith, ſhewes him the Letter, 
nd pivyes him-to examine the Lady Clara thereon; which with much modeſty and 
ity he doth, and then returnes with hey to her houſe, and there likewiſe examineth 
theFook where he had the Letter : who out of his mcivility and ſimplicity, takes the 
Prefilerct by the hand, and bringing him to the Cupboard, tells himz Here God ſert the 
Letter, and here T farnnd him + when Valerio being preſent, and imagining by his Ladies 
heavie and ſorrowfull countenance, that this Letter had, perhaps,brought her into ſome 
afMi&ibh and danger;he looking on the direCtion of the Letter, asalfo on the ſeale, hee 
eales both to the Prefedex; and his Lady, that he received that Letter from one whom 
I& ktiew not, and that he left it purpoſely on the Cupboard for hfs Maſter, againſt his 
ming. The Preſident being fully ſatisfied herein, aqmiresat Gods providence, re- 
vealedin the fimplicity of this poore harinelefle Foole, in bringing this Letter, which 
brought the murther of Baretazzo to light, (when knowing that Gnd doth many times 
raſe vp the fooliſh and weake, to confouud the wiſe and mighty things of the world) 
he preſently grants out a Commiſſion-toapprehend Albezzare 3 who being then found in 
bed with Marzaiza, one of the moſt famous Beanties, and reputed Curtezans of Millan - 
Hee, both aſtoniſhed and amazed by the juſt judgements of God, is drawne from his 
beaſtly pleaſures and adulteries, to priſon 5 where being charged to have hired Fedro 
and Leorarde to have murthered Baretaro; he ſtoutly denies it. But Leonardo's Letter be- 
ngread himi,and hee thereon adjudged to the Re Soule and Conſcience ringing 


him 
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feſleth, how he had cauſed his man Yalerio to poiſon Pedro with Wine in priſon,the wy 


. foundguilty, and condemned tobe _ 
Leonardo his former lite and profeſſion having made him know better how to ſa that 


thanthat death ſhould terrifie him 3 begging 


him many thundring peales of terrour, hee there at large confeſleth it : when for yh, 
foule and bloody fat of his, hee the ſame afternoone 18 condemned to be hanged, Þ 1n 
next morning, atthe common place of Execution, which adminiſtreth matter oft; 

and admiration thorowout all M;/ar; when Serjeants are hkewiſe ſent away to Pavigy 
bring Leonardo to Millar, who not ſo much as once dream'd or thought that ever thish jis 
Letter would have produced him this danger and milery. he 

And now 4/bemare advertiſed of the manner how this Letter of Leonardo's will be 
brought tolight, (withour looking up to Heaven, from whence this vengeance julhſ} 
befell him for his fins) he curſeth the cruelty of his wife, the ſimplicity of the Foolebulfl 
molt bitterly exclaimes againſt the remiſnefſe and careleſneſle of his ſervant / alerig;nfff di 
not retaining and keeping that Letter, which is the onely cauſe of his death : yea, hf ex 
ſofar tranſported with choller againſt him,as although he hath but a few houres toll ao 
yet he vowes he will aſſuredly cry quittance with him ere he die. 

Now the charity of his Judges ſend him Divines that night in priſon, toprepareal 
cleare his conſcience, and to confirme and fortifie his ſoule againſt the morne, in his kl 
confli& with the world, and her flight and tranſmigration to Heavenz who power 
and religiouſly admoniſhing him, that if hee have committed any other notorious 
fence or crime, he ſhould now doe well to reveale itz He likewiſe there and thenay 


night before hee was executed ; whereupon this bloody and execrable wretch (aca 
ding to his helliſh deſerts) is likewiſe apprehended and 1mpriſoned. | 

And now Gods mercy and juſtice brings this unfortunate(becauſe wreligious)Gents 
man Albemare, to receive condigne puniſhment for thoſe his two horrible murthe 
which he had cauſed tobe committed on the perſons of Baretazo and Pedro.,who alty 
ding the ladder, in preſence of a world of ſpeGtators, who flocked from all parts ofth 
City to ſee him take his laſt farewell of the world : The fight and remembrancegfhi 
foule crimes, having now made him not onely forrowfull, but repentant, he briefly& 
livered theſe few words. ' 

Hee confeſleth that he had hired Pedro and Leonardo to kill Baret aro in the ſtreet, ul 
ſeduced his ſervant Yalerioto poiſon Pedroin priſon z whereof, with much griefe al 
contrition, he heartily repented himſelfe, and beſought the Lord to forgive it him: le 
likewiſe beſought Leoxardo and / alerio to forgive him, 1n reſpeCt he knew hee waite 
cauſe of their deaths 3 becauſe he was ſure they ſhould not long ſurvive him. He like 
wiſe forgave his Foole, as being aſſured, that it was not he in the Letter, but God inhin 
thathad revealed the Letter for his juſt puniſhment and confuſion. And laſtly, b« 
with many teares, forgave his wife and Lady Claras,whom he affirmed from his heart,n 
by far too vertuous for ſo diſſohute and vile a huſband as himſelfe. Hee blamed hin 
ſelfe for negleGing to love her,and curſed his Queans and Curtizang,as being the chick 
cauſe of all his miſeries, when requeſting all that were preſent, to pray for his ſou 


PC EERMN_MS------. 


hee was turned off. 


But his Judges ſeeing that he had added murther to murther, they held it Jatins 
adde puniſhment to his puniſhment ; and ſo hee isno ſooner cut downe, but they caul 
his body to be burnt, and his aſhes to be throwne into the aire, which is- accor 
dingly performed. 

- Now, becauſe the Lord in his Juſtice, will puniſh as well the Agents, as the Authon 


of murther : whiles Albezrare is aCting the laſt Scexe and Cataſtrophe of his Tragedy : Hu 


wretched hireling Leonardo, and his execrable ſervant Yaleris are likewiſe arra 
'd for their ſeyerall murthers of Baretano 
Pedro; and fo the very ſame afternoone they are brought to their Executioners, whe! 
pent; he out of a ſouldier-like bravery (or rather vanity) thinks rather to terrifie death 
rdon for. his fins in generall of God 
the world,and then bidding the hang-man do his office, takes his laſt adzew of the me : 


24 ome, ae », AD - 
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Whenimmediately Yalerio aſcends the ladder, who having repentaiice in his heart, 


and griefe and ſcrrow in his lookesz as neere as could be obſerved and gathered, 
ſake theſe words : | 

That being poore both in friends and meanes, the onely hope of preferment under 
his Maſter, made him at his requeſt to poiſon Pedro in priſonz That many times ſince 
hechath heartily grieved for it, and now from his very foule repents himſclfe of it, and 
beſceching the Lord to forgive it him, That hee was as guilty of his murther, as inho- 


5 Wh 
uſt of Baretano's 5 yea, or of the knowledge thereof, before his Maſter was impri- 
ef foned for the ſame 3 and that as this was his firft Capitall crime, fo fith hee muſt now 


die, he rejoyced itwas his laſt, and ſo praying all ſervants to beware by his miſerable 
example, not to be ſeduced to commit murther, either by their Maſters or the Divellz 
and —_— all that were preſent, to pray for his ſoule,he reſigning and commending 
tintothe hands uf his Redeemer, was likewiſe turned off. 

And theſe were the miſerable (yet deſerved ends) of theſe bloody murthers3 and 
thus did Gods juſtice and revenge triumph over their crimes,and themſelves by heapin 
and —_——— confuſion on their heads from heaven, when the Divell (falfely 
madethem believe they ſate ſecure yea, when they leaſt dream'd thereofon earth : 
Ohthat the ſight and remembrance of their puniſhments, may reſtraine and deterre us 
from conſpiring and committing the like crimes ! ſo ſhall wee live fortunate, and die 
happy 3 SH they dſed miſerably, becauſe they lived impiouſly and prophanely. 

And here fully to conclude and ſhut up this Hiſtory, and therein asI thinke to give 
ſome ſatisfaQtion to the curioſity of the Reader, who may perchance defire to know 
what became after of the faire and vertuous Clara. Why her ſorrowes were ſo infinite, 
and her quality and nature ſo ſorrowfull, as being weary of the world, and as it were 

iphed downe with the inceſlant vanities, croſles and affliftions thereof : ſhee (not- 
nithſtanding the powerand perſwaſions ofher parents) aſſumes her former reſolution; 
woretire and ſequeſter her ſelfe from converſing with the world, and ſo enters into the 
_—_— the Armntietion (fo famous in Milan) where for ought I know, or can ſince 
tand to the contrary, ſhee yet lives a penſive and ſolitary Siſter. 
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| LaVaſſelay poiſoneth her waiting-maid Gratiana, becauſe ſhee 3s jealous that her Hur band De 
| Merion 35 d:ſhoneſt with her \, whereupon hee — her: In revenge wheresfſhe' cauſeth 

bis man La Villete to murther him in aWood, and then marries him in requitall. The ſaid 
| . La Villete a yeere after, riding thorow the fame Wood, his horſe falls with him, ard 
moſs kills him, when hee confeſſeth the unrther of his Maſter De'Merſon, aud accuſeth his 
wife La Vaſlelay to be the canſe thereof: So for theſe their blaody crimes, hd 3s banged,;untl 
ſhee burnt alive. —_— IO 


10: 


Ow fallly, nay, how impiouſly doe we terme our ſelves Chriftss 


<7 


all 4, when under that glorious and ſandtified THe, wee ſreke 


to prophane and deface the glory of Chriſt, incruelly mur- 
thering our brethren his members3/ eff-&s, not of Zeale burof 
Rage not of Pzety, but of madnefle; invented:by the Divell, 
yr perpetrated by none but by his Agents; lamentable ef- 
feds; yea, I ſay, bloody and infernall erimes;which ſtill ruine 
thoſe who contrive, and confoundÞthoſe who finiſh them': 
| Forletus but looke from Earth to Heaven, from Satan to God, 
| EF from Natzre to Grace, and from'our Hearts ta our'ſoules, and 

wee ſtall aſfuredly finde it very difficult for us to define, whether Charity bea ſweeter 
| Fertue, or Malice a fouler Vice; whether that be more ſecure, or this pernicious, fatall, 
| and dangerous; whether that be a more apparent teſtimony of Gods ſaving Grazeto- 
| Wards us; Or this of our owne inevitable perdition atd reprobation. Andas it is an odj- 
| Osfinne; and diſpleafing ſacrifice inthe ſight of God, for'one ſtranger to kill another - 
| Othen;how much more execrable and diabolicall muſtit be; for a Gentlewoman to poy- 

0n her waiting-maid, and for a ſervant to piſtoll his Maſter todeath, at the inſtigation 

Ofthe ſanie Gentlewomen his wifez for murthers, no leſle ingrateful) and cruell, doth 


this ſubſequent Hiſtory reportand relate 3 wherein we ſhall ſee, that God inthe vans 
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-a Traveller, thereby to 


of his revenging Jxſtice, and out of ſacred providence, hath in all points made theirpy 
niſhmentsas harpg. god ſeverez-astheir crimes were bloody and deplorable : May yg 
then reade it toGods ;.and our owne conſolation, which wee ſhall aſluredly pe 
forme if wee hate the like crimes in others, and deteſt them in our ſelves. 


N the faire and pleaſant City of Mars, (being the chiefe and Capital! of the Proving 
» the MarſhaF of Boys-Danlphin was Go i 
vernour thereof, under the preſent King Lewes XI TI. his Maſter there dwelt, 
Gentlewomarn, (aged threeſcore and three yeeres) termed LaVaſelay, being well deſcer 


of Maixe in Frawce.,in the very latter yeerest 


ded, and leftvery-rich, (as well inlands as moveables) by her late deceaſed husbay 


Meonſier Froyſet,who was ſlaine in the behalfe of the &xcex Mother,in the defence of py 
de Sey, aflaultcd and taken by the King her ſonne. Now, although this old widg ff 
La Usſſelay (in reſpet of her Age) was farre more fit to ſeeke Godin the Church, tha 


A cy Ha:bandin her bed3 yet ſhee is weary of a ſingle life, although it be not fully 
moneths ſince ſhee hath buried her ſecond husband3 (for the Reader muſt underſtan| 
ſhee had formerly buried her firſt, at leaſt five and twenty yeeres before, and is tioy 


againe reſolved to take a _ and albeit ſhee knew that the civility of the widows 
eldome marry, but almoſt never within the terme of; 

whole'yeere; yet her conceit and fancy thinkes it not onely lawfull, but fit to break 
this too auſtere cuſtome 3 and therefore ſhe peremptorily reſolves to live a wife, a 
nottodiea widow. Burt this reſolution of hers, were ſhee either in the Symrmer orth 
Autumne of her yeeres, had beene as excuſable and praiſe-worthy, as now it ſavour 
of undecency and inconſtancy, ſith ſhee was in the Winter thereof : For Age, Ea ; 
to 


in France was ſuch, that they 


of her Texth, and youthfull deſires, had throwne ſnow on herhead, andnew die 


colour of her haire from blacke to whitez yea, ſhee was ſo farre from retaining ay 
ſignes or reliquesof an indifferent beauty, as the furrowes of her face could notjulh | 
ſhew.any ruinesot demolitions thereof; and yet(forſooth)ſhe will marry againe. Noy 
berBirth and Wealth, rather than her Vertues and Perſonage, invite many old Wi. 
dowers, and. ſome rich Gexileaver and Counſellours of the a Preſea;all Court « 
thai City to ſkeke her in martiage 3 and indeed, both for lands and money, noneh« 
miferiours 3 but all at leaſt herequalls, and ſome her betters: But in vaine, for th: 
vanity ofher thoughts ſuggeſts her, that either ſhee is too young for them, or theytoo i 

ore ſhee will have none of them; yea, her luſt ſeemes | 
youthfully to give a law to her age, and the lyeto her yeeres, as ſhe caſts off herqour Þ 
ning attire, deckes her ſe]Ifeupin gay apparell, powders her kaire, paints her fac, | 
wit 


old for her, and there 


a reſolution (forſoath) to have no old Dotard, but a young Gallant to her Hugband, 


asf therein ſhee wholly placed, not onely her content, but her felicity : But we mary 


times ſee ſuch irregular defires, and ſuch incontinent deſignes, met with unexpette 
miſery, and unthought of xepentgnce. 


: Now during the time that the vaine carriage and deportment of this old Gentlene | 


mar and widow, LaYaſſtlay, made her ſelfe the laughter and by-word of all Mar; 


home comes 4 young Gertleman of this Countrey of Maine, termed Monſter de Merſon, 
from his travell in 7:a/y,. whole father dwelt betwixt La Yall and Gravelle, termed Mor i 

| iſter De Manfrelle, being a Gentleman well deſcended, and rich, and to whom De Me/ſn Þ 
- was ſecond ſonne, who ine yeeres abſence in 7taly, being purpoſely ſent thither byb 


Father, to enrich his _— and capacity, (which 1s the true eflence and glory 


with Curtiſans and {trumpers,eſpecially invVenice, Rowe,and Naples, where for their ſakes 
and his laſcivious pleaſures, he built up the orcateſt part of his Reſidence 5 whetehe fo 


prodigally 


the more capable to ſerve his Prince and Countrey, asal Þ 
ſoo bea comfort to his age,and a ſecond prop to his Houſe and Lineage) he had made Þ 
-ſuch poore and unprofitable uſe of his travells, as forgetting the obtaining ofthe lar 

guage,and all generous exetciſes,perfeQtions and qualities (ſo requiſite and gracefully | 
; Gentlemen) hedelighted innothing ſo much, nay,in nothing elſc,but to paſle his timt 
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Hiſt, X 111. De Merſon,and La Vaſſelay. 235 
1B crodigally ſpent and exceeded his fathersexhibition,as he returnes into Fravxce;not loa- 
Well {en with Yertues and Experience, but with Vices and Debts 3 being otherwiſe ignorant 
PB 4, all things which he ſhould know , and knowing nothing but that wherein he ſhould 

ve ignorant: Onely tothe end he might thereby ſet the better counterfeit tin&ure on 
elfe,and falſe laſtre on his Endowments and Proficiexcie, hee ſuperficially brought 


ine Þ — or rather borrowed ſome 7talian Phraſes and complements, which hee thought 
Go- would not onely paſſe currant with the Gentlemen and Ladies of France, but alſo draw 


lt em into admiration, as well of himſelfe as them : When immediately upon his arri- 
| (all, that he might the better ſee and make himſelfe ſcene of the world , hee flaunts it 
ad nt in brave apparrell,both in air A Mans; Yea, there is ſcarce any great 
"1 aſt or marriage inall thoſe parts, but if he be not invited, yet he purpoſely invites hims 
oo ſlfe thereat, thereby to make himſelte the more conſpicuous and apparant to the eyes 
ba Fthe world,cſpectally of the Ladies and Gentlewomen,in whoſe acquaintance and fa- 
kf your he not onely endevoursto initiate, bur ſtrives to ingraft himſelfe: But hisold fa- 
1 Wo Manſiele judiciouſly obſerving the vaine behaviour, and light deportment and 
0 carriage of this his ſonne, he exceedingly grieves thereat, becauſe he had well ho- 
"WE «d, that his travels would have returned him ascapable and diſcreet, as now hee 
1 fnds him ignorant ; and which is worſe, deboſh'd; ſith he well knew that either of 
ke theſe two vices was enough ſufficient 2nd powerfull, not onely to ruine his reputation, 
| buthis fortunes. | 
| Againe, to adde more ſorrowes to his griefe, and more diſcontent to his ſorrows, for 
! thevanity and levity of this his ſonne, every weeke, nay, almoſt every day, brings him 
 innew bills of his debts 3 a third falling in upon the necke of firſt and ſecond, and a 
| Fourth on thethird 3 which being greater than his eſtate, or atleaſt his pleaſuze would 
rmit him to pay,he takes his ſonne De Merſoz aſide, and very ſharpely checks him for 
ls old and new prodigalities 3 vowes that he will neither ſell nor morgage his lands to 
} diſcharge his fooliſh debts3 and therefore he bids him looketo fatisfie them,for that he 
* jsreſolved not to ſee, much lefle to ſpeake with any of hisCreditours, how great or ſmall 
ſever the ſummes be he owes them. This cooling card of Manſrel/zs makes his ſonne De 
Merſors, not onely bite his lips for ſorrow, but hang hishead for anger and vexation,yea, 
his folly doth ſoeclipſe and overvaile his judgement herein,as in ſtead of maki 
uſe hereof, he takes a contrary reſolution, and fo reſolves to embrace and follow the 
worſt : for whereas he ſhould have made his pride and ptodigality ſtrike faile,and now 
father ſeeke to reintegrate himſelfe into his fathers favours, than any way futurely at- 
temptto incenſe or exaſperate him againſt him, he onely taking counſell of his Toxth, 
Paſ1ons,and Choller, (which as falſe and treacherous guides, moſt commonly lead us to 
miſery and repentance:) againe precipitates and ingulphs himſelfe afreſh in new debts, 
both with his W{arer,Mercer, and Taylor, and no longer able to digeſt his fathers checks 
and frownes, he very inconfiderately and raſhly packes np his baggage,leaves his houſe, 
tides to Mars, and there reſolves to paſle his time that Winter: partly hoping that his 
| father will diſcharge his debts in his abſence: but more eſpecially to become acquain- 
© ted with the beauties of that City , thereby to obtaine ſome rich young heire, or old 
© widdow for his wife, whoſe eſtate and wealth might ſupport his pride , and maintaine 
his exceſſive prodigality and voluptuouſneſle:- and indeed although the two fortner 
em his hopes deceive him 3 yet he ſhall ſhortly finde and ſee , that the third and 
alt will not. i | 
Living thusin Mas, the bravery of his apparell and equipage, the freeneſle of his 
expences, his comely talke, perſonage, blacke beard, and ſanguine complexion, makes 
him as ſoone acquainted and affetted , as knowne of many Ladies and Gentlewomen, 
and farre the more, becauſe they know his father De Manfrelle, to be a very ancient afhd 
rich Gentleman of that Countrey of Maine; and althoughhe is not his heire , yet in re 
gard he is his ſecond ſon, as alſo a Traveller, he was the more honoured and reſpe&-” 
of all thoſe hee frequented - fo that the'very fame and tame of Monffenr os Merſonee 
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gan to be already divulged and knowne inthe City 3 yea, and becauſe he was a prey 
Balladine, or Dancer, there was no ſolemne aſlembly,either publike or _ » but 
De Merſon made one 3 and there wasnot a reputed beauty, or ſuppoſed courteous Lad 
in Maxs,or thereabouts, but ſuch was his vanity, as hee ſoone wrought and infinuateg 
himſelfe into her acquaintance and familiarity, the which he made not only his delight, 
but his glory. And although that ina ſmall time, the wiſer ſort of the Gertlemen ang 
Ladies of the City found his wit and experience to come infinitely ſhort of his braye 
apparrell ; yet the more illiterate and ignorant of them , who eſteeme all men þ 
their luſtre, and not by their brave:worth) as preferring gay apparrell, and 
the comelinefle of the body, befcre the exquiſite endowments and perfections of the 
mind 3 they hold himin ſo higha repute and eſteeme, as they thinke him to be the moſt 
abſolute Gallant,not onely of Maxs, but of all the Countrey of Maize ; fo ealic it isty 
captivate the conceits and judgements of thoſe who onely build their judgements ig 
their conceits, and not their conceits in judgement. | 

And of this rank and number wasour old widow La7aſſelay,who having many time 
heard of De Merſoxs fame,and comely perſonage, and ſcene him once ata Sermon, and 
twice at two ſeverall Nuptiall feaſts, where his {kill and agility proved him to be one 
of the prime Dancers, ſhe 1s ſo farre in love with him.,as in cr thoughts and heart, ſhe 
wiſheth ſhe had given halfe hereſtate and dowry, conditionally that ſhe were his wife, 
and he herhuſband 3 yea ſhe is ſo raviſhed with the comelineſle of hi: feature , and the 
ſweetnelle of his complexion and countenance, as all the world is not halfe fo dearet 
heras De Merſor,nor any man whatſoever by many thouſand degrees,ſo delicious toher 
eye,and pleaſing tu her heart and ſoule. as himſelfe. And although ſhee be in the frozen 
Zone of her age, yet her intemperate luſt makes her deſires ſo youthfully intemperateg 
forgetting reaſon and modeſty, (that the beſt vertue of our ſoule,and this the chick 
ornamentof our body) ſhe a thouſand times wiſheth, that either De Merſo were impal- 
led in her armes,or ſhe incloyſtredin his. 

But doting (yea I may well neere truely ſay ) dying old Gentlewoman, is this a tine 
for thee to thinke of a young huſband , when one of thy old feete is,as it were, inthy 
grave?or being 1n thy ClymeFericall yeere of threeſcore & three,art thou yet ſo fraugh 
ted with levity,& exempt of continencie, as thou wilt needs ſeeke to marry one of five 
and twenty ? Foolith Lz YVaſelay, if 1t be not now time, yea high time for thee to ſacrifice 
thy deſires tocontinency, when will itbe, if ever be ? Didſt thou reſolve to weda hub 
band neere of thine owne age, and ſo to end the remainder of thy dates with himin 
chaſte and holy wedlocke that reſolution of thine were asexcuſable, as this in deſiring 
ſo young a one, is worthy, not onely of blame, but of reprehenſion, and I may fay,of 
pitty. Conſider, conſider with thy ſelfe, what a prepoſterous attempt and enterprize 
1sthisof thine, that when thou ſhouldeſt finiſh thy dates in devotion and prayer, thou 
then delighteſt to begin them: in concupiſcence and luſt, O LaYaſſelay, mocke at thok 
rebellions and trecherous pleaſures of the fleſh, which ſeeme to mocke at thee, yea,to 
betray thee: and if there be yet any ſparke of thy youth, which lies burning underthe 
embers of thy age,why if thy chaſte thoughts cannot, yet let modeſty,orat leaſt pietyer 
tinguiſh them.God hath already given thee two huſbands, is itnot now therefore tume, 
yea, more than time, for thee to prepare to give thy ſelfe to God ? Hitherto the chaſtity 
of thy youth hath made thee happy , and wilt thou now permit that the luſt of thine 
age make thee unfortunate or peradventure miſerable?and that the purity and candeut 
of that be diſtained and polluted by the foulneſle and obſcenity of this ? Alas,alas, in- 
continentand inconſiderate Geutlewoman, of a grave Matron, become not a youthful 
Gigglet z or if thou-wilt not ſufter the eyes of thy body.aticat permit thoſe of thy ſoule 
to looke from thy painted cheeks, to thy ſnow-white haire > who can informe and tell 


hee;that thou art far fitter for heaven than earth, ſith:thoſe pleaſures are tranſitory,a 
'\eſe cternall, for. God, than a hufband,ſith-heonely can make thee bleſſed, whereas(B 
eward of thy laſcivious luſt)this peradventure may be reſerved to make thee both = 


mate and wretched. ut 


Gods Revenge again} Murther. Book] ml 


ED 


# A, © os 


gd Wy oy i aA _ att }V wo” cc ainasnn. © 


HRXIE De Meon,ud Lalafely, imp 


But the vanity of this old Gentlewomans.thoughtsand deſires, doe ſo wiotemily FI 
ind terminate on the youth and beauty of young, andias ſhe immodeſtly tearme him) 
Gire De m__ as the onely conſideration of her dehght and pleaſure, weighes:doiyne 
ll other refpets; {© that neither reaſon nor modeſty, advice nar perſmaſion , can pre 
vaite with her reſolution;todivert her affeCtion from hioi; but love him ſhee doth, and 
(which is repugnant, as wellto the inſtinct of Nature, as to the influence of mode Y 
and rulesof civility ) ſeeke him fur her huſband ſhe will ; yea, ſheis ready Ss | 
Gtiſhin her affe1on, and fo laſcrytoully fervent in her defirestowards him, that ker 
heart thinks of him by day, her ſoule by night; that admires him as the very life of her 
felicity,and this adores him as the onely content and glory of herlife : ſhe will not ſee 
hegreatneſle of her owneeſtate and wealth, nor conſider tbe ſmallneſle of hismednes 
ind hopes, inthat he 15 notan heire,but a ſecond brother 3 ſhe will not enquireafterhis 
Jebts and vices, to know what thoſe may be, what theſe are3.ſhe will not thinks whata 
epoſterous drfparity there is betwixt the fire of his youth;and theice of her agez nop 
yhatz world of diſcontents and afflictionsare incident to-proceed thereof : ſhe will not 
confider,that tri endowing him with all her wealth, that ſhe thereby impoveriſheth ma- 
ny,as well of her owne kindred, asof thoſe of her two former huſbands, to whomin 
the right of Natwre it more juſtly and properly belongs 3 and to conclude and ſhut up 
this point, ſhe will not imagine or dreame, to how many laughters and ſcandals of the 
world ſhe expoſeth her ſelfe,who will not onely call her difcretion, but her modeſty in 
queſtion;for matching with ſo. young a Gentleman as De Merforr, to whom for age; ſhe 


| may not on<ly well be mother , but (which is more) grandmother : But contrariwiſe; 


this fooliſh old Gentlewoman having ſent herwits a wool-gathering on his fweet and 
comely perſonage3 bis youth and heraffeCtion, liketwo maperuous torrents, arid furi- 
ous inundations, beare downe all other reſpefts and conſiderations before them; yea, 
they ſo ſubmerge her reaſon, and quite drown her diſcretton,as ſhe hath rio eyes unſhur 
to ſeethe ane, nor Cares ens to heare the other, ſo that if ſheedefire any thing in 
the warld.it is (as formerly mobſerued) rhat ſhe hue toſce De Merſoz her huſband,and 
her ſelfe his wife + which ta effe@ and accompliſh, ſhe knowesno. better nor fitter Agens 
toemploy herein, than one Mowefer de Prunea, anancient Caunſellour, of the Prefidiall 
Cawt of that City, who was the onely Connſellazi both to her laſt huſband and her ſelfe; 
ad of whoſe diſcretion, integrity and fidelity,ſheebad all the reafons of the world to 
Now although the 1#3ſedaz and Expericitce of De Pruneax ſuggeſted him what an ex- 
ireame inequality there was betwixt De Mer/azze youth, and La Yaſffehyes age, which he 
could not more pertinently parallel and compare, than to Winter and Summer, the 
Shring and harveſt: and therefore how many afflictions and miſeries were ſubject to 
ous and waite on ſuch prepoſterous marriages, whereof he had formerly ſeene divers 
hkmentable exanplesand waefull inſtances,as well of men as women, who had ſuffered 
ſhipwrack upon that 5zVa,and this Charibdis, he like an honeft-man, and indeed-a truer 
friend to her thai fhe was to her ſelfe, ptoduceth ſame of the former alledged reaſons 
to her conſideration, thereby to divert the ſtreame:of her ill grounded affection from 
De Merſon, and (in generall tearines) to convey and conduct itto fome elder perfonage, 
whoſe yeares (and therefore their diſpalitionsand affeftions) might the better agree 
and ſympathize, But when hee ſees that hex love to De Mer/oz was ſo firmely atid im» 
woveably ſetled, as that it not oriely appeared to-him to be her griefe, but hey torment 
tobeany way croſſed or contradicted therein 2 then he changeth his la and be- 
ditiſeſbe will nat hearken to his advice, heitherefave gives way to-her reſolution, pxo» 
miſing her his utmoſt power, and. beft endeavours ſpeedily roetieft and compaſle her 
defites, when taking leave each af other; atlaſt Ea Veffelap remembring ſhee bad for- 
ſomething, cals himagaine , and. prayes himthatif De Mexfare be inquiſitive to 

w her diteft age, that he ſabſtrattairayitles tleaſt ton yeares thereof © fothitwhere- 


&ſheis Guty tlivce.; - to afbroe that ſhea is very line above fifty: whereunts —_— 
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ſelfe bluſbing , 'De-Pruneax not able likewiſe to refraine from ſmiling, promiſcth he, | 


to be very mindfull thereof. To which end , hee (with the firſt conveniencie) finds 


out De Mer/on , acquaints him how much he is obliged to Madamoyſelle La Vaſſelay, fo Þþ 


her affeCtion to him, layes before him the Nobihty of her deſcent and blood , the 
greatneſle of her Eſtate and meanes , as alſothe excellencie of her vettutes; thatfi 


yeeres isthe moſt of her age, and that ſhee is not by farre ſo old, as plealing and i 
lovely; that ſhe affets himabove all the men in the world, yea, and deſires no mand 
the world for her huſband but himſelfe; and that when hee pleaſeth, ſhee deſires the Þ 
honour of his company to her houſe, with many other intimations and inſinuations con. Þ 


ducing that way. 
De Merſor having formerly underſtood of LaVaſſlyes rich Eſtate and Dowrie, 


alſo of the truth of her age, he likes the firſt well,and although hee diſtaſte, yet he wil Þ 
diſſemble the ſecond . he thankes De Pruxeax for his paines, and La Vaſſelay for herloye i 


toward him 3 promiſeth to requite the firſt , and if her wealth and vertues correſpond 


with his relation to deſerve the ſecond ; alleaging further, that although there bee z | 
great inequality in their age, yet fith he is no heire but a ſecond brother, that itisrs þ 
ther likely than impoſlible for it to bee a match betwixtthem 3 and in the meane tine Þ 
torequire part of her affeCtion, hee promiſeth to Suppe with herthe night follow | 


ing at her houſe, where hee unely deſires his com pouy and aſſiſtance , that they my 
the more effectually and ſecretly conſult of this bulinefle , which hee hopes will 
much import, as well her good and his content, as her content and his good 3 and ſofa 
that time they part. | 

De Pruneau having received his pleaſing and diſcreet anſwere from De Merſon , hee 
returnes with the relation, and repetition thereof to La Yaſſtlay , vowes that his exteri- 


our feature is no way anſwerable, but comes farre ſhort of his interiour Vertues and dif. 


cretion 3 and that by all which he eyther can collect from his ſpeeches, or gather from 
his deportment aud behaviour, bee 1s in his conceit the moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, 
not onely of Maire, but of France; and ſo bids her prepare her Supper, and her ſelfew 
entertaine him the next night. Which anſwere of De Mer/ons,and relation of De Prunea, 
is ſo plealing to her heart and thoughts , as her age ſeemes to bee already raviſhed with 
Joy at the conceit of his youth.: when thinking every minute a moneth, and every hour 
a yeare,before ſhe be made happyyand her houſe bleſled with his preſence, ſhee leave 
no coſt unſpared,or unſpent, to make his entertainement anſwerable to his welcome: 
whereof whiles ſhe is not onely carefull,but curious inproviding,let us curſorily ſpeake 
a wordor two how De Merſoz entertaines and digeſteth this unexpected motion and af- 
feUtion of La Vaſſelay. 162 | © 3898 
He laughes in his ſleeve to ſee her youthfull affections ſo flouriſhing in this Autumn, 
nay, in this Winter of herage, as to defire and feeke ſo young a Gentleman as himſelfe 
for her huſband, but hee underſtands ſhee 1s exceeding rich, and therefore reſolves that 
this vertue is capable to overvalue and ranſome that defet and errour ofhers. -He ſees 
that his father will not pay his debts,and that he of himſelfe cannot 5 that they growing 
more clamorous, will ſhortly become ſcandalous : which will not only diredly prevent; 
but infallibly ruine his fortunes. Hee confidereth how diſpleaſing her age will be tohis 
youth , as alſo that there is no hell comparable to that of a diſcontented bed, and then 
againe,his deboſht and luſtfull thou mr him thisremedy:That Mars hath beats 
ties enough for him to recreate himſelfe, and to paſle his time with 3 ard that although 
ſhe have bim ſometimes in her bed , yet he may have younger Laſſes and Ladies in his 
armes,both when,and where hepleaſeth=:He conſidereth that rich widowes are not fo 
ſoone found as ſought,nor ſo:foone obtainedas found 3 and that if he refuſe LaYafſly 
this day,hee may not onely repent it to morrow, but perchance all the daies of his life 
and although his will may, his power ſhall not be able to repaire or redreſle this crrout 
of his.all his life after: He1is not ignorant that Gentlewomen of her age and wealth are 
ſubjectto be as ſoone loſt as wonne in a humour : and thereforethen loſt, becauſe a 
tnen 
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then wonne- Againe that the elder (he 1s,the ſooner ſhe will d ie,and he then is at liberty 
| to marry as young a Virgin as he pleaſeth, and that her wealth would then prove a true 


-0p,and ſweet comfort to his age. And to conclude and finiſh this conſultation of his, 
ſheis without children to moleſt and trouble him,and thereforeto be defired,ſhe is ver- - 
.nous,diſcreet,and ofan excellent fame and reputation,and therefore deſerves to be ac- 


| cepted and not refuſed. 


Upon the grounds of which reaſons and conſiderations, he makes good his promiſe 


| to De Prunean,and comes the next night both to viſite, and ſuppe with LaYaſſelayz who 
| having purpoſely deckt her ſelfe up in her youthfull and gayelt apparrell 3 receives 
him,with all demonſtrations of affection and joy. At his firſt arrivall hee affords her 


two or three kiiles, whereat ſhee infinitely both rejoyceth and triumpheth - andin a 


| word, he findes that his welcome not onely exceeds his deſerts,but his expeQation; and 
| believe mee 1t was worth the obſervation, to ſee how ſuperficially his youth looked on 
| her age,and how artificially and luſtfully her age gazed on his youth. Now,by this time 
| ſupper is ſerved in,wherein her affeCtion was againe diſcovered him inthe curioſity and 
| bounty thereof. Where De Pranean to give lite totheir mirth,tels them both, that hee 
| hopesthis their firſt meeting and enterview will produce effects anſwerable to both 
| their contents and deſires; Whereat De Mer/oz cannot refraine from bluſhing, nor Lz 
| 7afelay from ſmiling : They are all very pleaſant and jocond at table,and ſhe to give the 
| better edge and reliſh to his affection, ſtrives to ſeeme farre younger then indecd ſhe is, 
| and then he knows her to be ; yea.ſhe doth ſocunningly entermixe and diſperſe youth- 
| full ſpeeches amidſt her aged gravity, as if thee were not old, oratleaſt, newly made 
| young-Now whiles ſhe feaſted her eyes on his freſh countenance and faire complexion, 
| lefends his abroad to looke on her plate, rich hangings,& houſhold-ſtuffe, wherewith 
| heſawher houſe was — and plentifully furniſhed : Supper ended, & the cloth taken 
| away,they are no ſooner fa 
| kindly and familiarly taking his new old Miſtris in his Armes, as1f he had already given 
| heraplace in his heart and affeCtions; which makes her beyond her ſelfe, both merry 
| andjoyfull. I will not trouble the Reader with the repetition of what ſpeeches & com- 
| plements here paſt betwixt them3 becauſe in this,and my future Hiſtortes I will follow 


Ilen from their Viands, but they fall totheir talke. De Merſora 


the ſame method of brevity which I have propoſed & oblerved im my former. Let then 
hisinquiſitive curioſity underſtand , that they parted very lovingly and affectionately 
this firſt time: and De Mer/or although he were a debolhed Gentlemen, yet he is not fo 
fmple toomit, but rather ſo well adviſed toprie into the true depth, and naked truth 
efhereſtate ; and the rather, for that he hath knowne many Geztlemzer who have beene 
fetch'd over,and gull'd in this nature,and in marrying one widdow have match't them- 
ſelvesto two thieves,and credulouſly thinking her rich; have inthe end found her a very 
begger : Whereupon he takes three daies reſpite to reſolve, and ſo with ſome kiſles and 
wany thanks for her affeCtion,and her kind entertainment and great cheere,hee for that 
nighttakes his leave of her, whoſe faire carriage and &1ſcreet reſolution in temporizing, 
LaVaſſelay applauds, and De Praneavapproves : So De Merſon having ſpent the firſt and 
ſecond day in ſurveying the writings of her Dowry,the Leaſes of her Lands and houſes, 
andthe Bonds and Bils of Debts due to her,with all her ready Money, Plate, and other 
moveables : he finds her eſtate to an{were his expeCtarion and her report,and that ſhe'1s 


| really worth inland, fix thouſand Frankes yearely,and her moveables worth at leaſt-18 


thouſand more,he the third day publikly contracts himſelfc to her 3 and having advet- 
tiſed his father thereof, who likes the wealth better than the widow, within 8 dates after 
privately marries her, which adminiſtreth cauſe of ſpeech and wonder in & about Mars: 
ſome blaming her of indiſcretion & levity,to match ſo young aGertleman,others taxing 
him of folly to marry ſo old a widdow;ſame extolling and applauding hisjudgement,in 
enriching himſelfe with ſo great an eſtate:which would not only deface his debts,ſecure 
bis youth and age from the ſtorms of want, and the tempeſts of necefſity,butalſo in the 


Me and the other maintaine hiw richly.,proſperouſly,and gallantly. And — 
| | eleving. 
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beleeving.and preſaging, that ithis their great inequality and diſparity of yeeres,wouly Bee; 
either of the one {ide or other,or both, produce many diſcontents and afflictions, inſtea4 
of hoped-for joyes and proſperities. Thus every one ſpeaks differently of this preps. ſſyi 
ſterous match,according as their paſſions and fancies dictate them:but which of all thek Bev 
opinions and judgements ſpeakes trueſt,we ſhall not goe far to underſtand and know, 
Wee have ſeenc the conſummation of this marriage, YToxth wedded to Age; Mt 
Derexber, and young De Merſon to old LaPaſſelay; in which contract and nuptaalls,eithe; Þl 
of them are (o vaine, and both ſo irreligious, as caring wholly for the pleaſures of they Þwi 
bodies, they have not therein ſo much as once thought of their ſoules, or of Heaven: ter 
Yea, God 1s not ſo much as once nominated or remembred of them. All the endsof Bisſti 
marriages are onely two Gods glory, and the propagation of children; and becauſ ſhun 
they cannot hope for the ſecond, mult they therefore needs be ſo impious, asto forge whe 
the firſt? Aye ze, if his youth had attained no more Grace, could her age retaine ns {van 
more goodnefſle; or how can they flatter themſelves with any hope, that this marriage cor 
oftheirs can poſlibly proſper, when onely her aime and end therein is luſt and hy {wok 
wealth ? Ifa building can ſubſiſt and flouriſh, which hath a rotten and reeling founds Þjeal 
tion, then this match of theirs may proſper, otherwiſe cannot : for what more rotten, ons. 
than the beaſtly pleaſures of herlJuſtfull, and yet decayed age, and what more reeling ſþ tion 
and fickle, than the conſtant inconſtancy of his laſcivious youth 2 which make ny the! 
thoughts juſtly feare, and my heart truely preſage and apprehend : that reyes Þ upc 
tance, not pleaſure; affliction, not joy 3 miſery,not proſperity, isat the heeles to atten | 
and follow theſe their Nuptialls : As marke wee the fſequell, and it will briefly i for 
forme us how. E thy 
De Mer/or: hath not beene married two whole moneths to LaYaſelay, but he begins | ot 
repent himſelfe that ever hee matched her, for bee now ſees, though before hee woull Þ and 
not. that it is impoſſible for youth to fadge and ſympathiſe with her age, hee ſees thy iſ De 
ſhe bath adiſcrepit, ſickely and decayed body, and that ſhee is never free of the Coy iſ} '9t 
and Rheume, as alſo of aniſſue in her left arme, which is not onely diſpleafing, bu I 
loathſome to him. Yea, when ſhe hath taken off her ruffe and head attire, and dighted i wh 
her ſelfe in her night habiliments, then he vowes hee is afraid of her Lamb-ſkin func iſ tin 
| cap and waſte-coatez and takes her withered face for a Yizard, or a Commer, which i it 
fl yeelds no delight but terrour, to his eyes, ſwearing that he ſerves onely for a bed-pu i 9 
to heat her frozen body, which of'it ſelfe 1s farre colder than a Marble $tatzue : Yea, bt: i 
is ſo farre out of love with her, becauſe, to write the truth, hee never truely loved he, ! 
that her ſight is a plague to him, her preſence by day a Purgatory, and her compy i [1 
by night a very Hell. ; | tou 
But deboſhed and difſolute Gentleman, theſe vicious and impious conceits of thine hea 
come immediatly from Hell & Satay, and are no way infuſed in thy thoughts by Huan i of 
much leſle inſpired in thy heart by God-Conſider,confider with thy ſelfe;that if Lair tho 
lay be old, yet ſhe is now thy wife,and that whatſoever De Praneax or her (elfe informetÞ TV 
thee of fiftie yeeres, yet thou knowelt ſhee could not be leſle than fixtie three, and motif ®8 
| ſhee 1s not. In which regard marriage (the holy Inſtitution of Heaver:) having nov Þ 
| made you of two, one; if thou wilt not love her age, at leaſt thou ſhouldſt reverentÞ fon 
| it; orif thou canſt not affe& her, thou ſhouldeſtnot hate her. Hath ſhe imperfection! 
what womanin the world lives without them?or isſhe peſtred with diſeaſes,who can Þ 
either exempted from them, or prevent them ? Thou haſt vowed inthe Temple ofti*Þ 
Lord, and in the preſence of him and his people, not onely to love, but to honour her: 
and is thy inconſtancy and impiety already ſuch, as forgetting thar promiſe and vowd 
thine, thou doſt now not onely diſhonour, but deſpiſe and contemne her; and thatthol 
onely madeſt that vow purpolely to breakeit : O De zeerſoz, if thou art not capable 
Counſel], yt doe but believe the truth, and thou wilt finde, that if thou wilt not lo#F 
her, becauſe ſhe is too old to be thy wife; yet thou ſbonldeſt reſpet/and regard he, 
becauſe ſhe is old enongh to be thy Grandmother : for asit is incivility not to reverenct 
Age 
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ſoit is impiety to diſdaine and maligne It: and if inany man towardsa meere ſtran- 
ver, hOW much more a huſband to his owne wife ? And becauſe it iseafier toeſpie our 
--ves imperfections, than to finde out, or reforme our owne 3 ifthy wife LaVaſſelay be 
vnilty of any fault towards thee, it is becauſe ſhe loves thee too well, and affects thee 
to dearely« | | 

| Wee 4+. af ſeene De Merſons diſtaſte of his wife La YVaſſelay « Let usnow ſee how ſhee 
likes, or rather why ſhe ſoone diſlikes him : for hee beares himſclfe ſo ſtrangely, and 
vithall, ſo unkindly towards her, as her deſires of his youth comes farre ſhort both of 
her expeftation and hopes : for if helie with her one night,he wanteth ſixe from her 3 
«of Bis ſtill abroad, and ſeldome or never at home with her yea, hee is of ſuch a gadding 
humour , and ranging diſpoſition, as his thoughts and delights are tranſported elfe- 


: ghere, not at home 3 with other young Dames of Mars , not with her felfe ; and the 
nc vanity of bis pleaſures doe fo farre ſurprize and captivate him, that heeis already be= 
ape come ſo vitious, as hee makes day his night , and night his day, living rather like a 
by & voluptuous Epicure, thana temperate or Civill Chriſtian : Neither, quoth ſhee, is it 
& Þjealoufie but truth which makes her prie ſo narrowly into ſo lewd and laſciviousaCti- 
en, ons, wherein the further ſhe wades, the more cauſe the finds both of griefe and vexa- 
i tion, which makes her wiſh, ſhee had beene blind when ſhee firſt ſaw him; and ei- 
ay Þ ther he __ ſelfe in Heaven , when they ſo unfortunately marrycd each other here 
upon Earth. 
Y ; Hons now fond and fooliſh old Gentlewoman, are thy joyes ſo foone converted into | 
» © forrows, and thy triumphs into teares ? why, thou halt juſt cauſe to thanke none but 


E thy fe, for theſe thy crofles and afflictions; ſith thy luſtfull and laſcivious delires were 
| not onely the authour, butthe procurer of them : for hadit thou beene more modeſt, 
1 Þ 2nd 1:ffe wanton, thou mighteſt have apparantly ſeene,and providently foreſeene,that 
x © 2: Merſons youth was too young for thy age, becauſe thy age was too old for his youth 5 

{ fothat hadſt thou beene then but halfe ſo ſtayed and wiſe, as now thou art ſorrowfull, 
1 & thou needſtnot now grieve for that which thou canſt not redrefle, nor repent for that 
1 Þ which is out of thy power to remedy. But raſhand inconſiderate woman, how comes 
| & thisto paſſe, that thou art ready to entertaine jealouſte, when death ſtands ready to 
| 
] 
) 


= 


| entertaine thee > Could all the courſe of thy former youth bee ſo happy,not to bee ac- 
quainted with this vice , - and doth now thy frozen age thinke it a vertue to admit and 
| mbraceit? Ay me, I grieve to ſee thy folly, and lament to underſtand thy madneſle 
| nthis kind 2 for what 1s jealouſie, but the rage of our thoughts, and braines, thedif- 
| ſurber of our peace and tranquillity,the enemy of our peace and happineile, the trai- 
| tour to our Judgement and underſtanding, the plague of our lite, the poyſon of our 
F fearts,and the very bane and Canker of our ſoules # Jealouſie, why, itis the daughter 
& of frenzie, and the mother of madneſle, it 15a vice purpoſely ſent from hell, to make 
& thoſe wretched on earth, who may live fortunate and happy, and yet will not; yea, it is 
| 2 vice which I know not whether it bee moreeaſte to admit, or difficult tocxpell, be- 
I ug admitted. But La Yaſſelay, expellitthou mull, at leaſt, if thou thinke to live for- 
I tunate, and not todie miſerable. Wert thou as young as aged,thy jelouſie might have 
| fome colour and excule in meeting with the cenſures of the world 3 whereas now not 
deſerving the one, it cannot receive the other. And as thoſe women are both wiſe and 
| happy-who winke at the youthfull eſcapes of their huſbands; ſo thy jeloaſie makes thee 
| doth meritorious, & guilty of thy afflictions,becauſe thouwilt be ſo fooliſh to eſpie,and 
lo malicious to remember theſe of thine. Is De Merſoz given and addicted to other 
| Women? why pardon him, becauſe hee isa young man : and as hee 1s thy huſband, 
| and thou his wife, believe that hee is every way more worthy of thy prayers, thanof 
eenvie. 

{| Thus wee ſee upon what fatall and ominous tearmes theſe late married couple now 
mand 3 De Merſors youth ſcorning and ſpurning at his wife LaYaſſelaye's age, and wholly 
ing himſelfe to others, and her age growing infinitely jealous of his youth : ſo 

that 
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that for any thing I ſee or know to the contrary,theſe different vices have already a, 
ſuch deepe and dangerous root inthem, as they threaten not onely the ſhipwrackey 
their content, but of their fortunes, if not of their lives. | 
Now for us to finde out the particular object of La YVaſſelazes jealoufie , as her fool 
curioſity hath already the generall cauſe , we muſt know, that ſhee hath a very Prop 
young Gertlewoman whoattends her, of ſome eighteene yeeres of age, tearmedG; 
tiana, of a middle ſtature, ſomewhat enclining to fatneſle, having a freſh ſanguinecoy 
plexion, and brightflaxen haire, ſhee being indeed every way exceeding lovely 
fairez and with this Grat7ara, ſhe feares her huſband is more familiar than either ms 
deſty or chaſtity can permit3 and yet ſhee hath onely two poore reaſons for this, þ 
credulity and jealouſte, and God knowes they are poore and weake ones indeed : Th 
firſtis, that ſhe thinkes her owne withered face ſerves onely but as a foyle, to makeGy 
tiana's freſh beauty ſeeme the more pretious and amiable in his eyes. The ſecondz 
that ſhe once ſaw him kiſle her in her preſence in the garden, when ſhe brought hin 
handkercher, which his Page had forgotten to give him. Ridiculous grounds, w 
triviall reaſons, for herto build her feare,or erect her jealouſie on,or to invent and rijb 
ſo foule a ſcandall and calumny:and yet not to ſuppreſle, but to report the whole trui 
De Merſon was laſcivioully in love with Gratiana,had often attempted her deflouratin 
but could never obtaine her conſent thereunto - for ſhee was as chaſte as faire, andin 
pregnable either to be feduced by his gifts and preſents,or to be vanquiſhed and wony 
by his trecherous promiſes, proteſtations, and oathes : for ſhee told him plainely at 
| peremptorily, when ſhe ſaw him begin to grow importunate, and impudent in thishi 
Ii folly, That although ſhe were but a poore Gentlemans daughter, yet ſhee thanked Go, 
i! that her parents had ſo vertuouſly train'd her up in the Schoole of Hoxonr , that ſhe: 
would rather die, than live to be a ſtrumpet to any Gentleman or Prince of the work; 
which chaſte anſwere, and generous reſ{olution of hers, did then ſoquench the flana 
of his laſcivious and inordinate affeCtion to her , as thenceforth he exchanged hislut 
into love towards her, and vowed, that hee would both reſpe& and honour herashi 
ſiſter. Now although they both kept the paſſage of this bulineſle ſecret from his wit 
her Miſtris, yet notwithſtanding, as it is the nature of jealouſie, notto hearken tow 
reaſon,nor approve of any beliefe but of her owne : therefore ſhe is confident, thathe 
lies with Gratiana more oftner than with her ſelfe; which ſhe vowes ſhee cannot digel, 
and will no longer tolerate. To which end, (with a moſt malicious, and ſtrange kind 
of treachery) ſhee makes faire weather with Gratiana; and (thinking to coole herhc 
courage and toallay the heat of her luxurious blood) looking one day ſtedfaſtly inhet 
face,ſhe tels her that ſhe hath need tobe let blood, to prevent a Fever : whereunto, al 
though chaſte and innocent Gratzara was never formerly let blood,ſhe notwithſtanding 
willingly conſents thereunto ; which toeffeft,Ta YVaſſelay (like a baſe Miſtris, and a tre 
cherous ſtepdame)ſends for an Apothecary, named Rernee, gives him a watchword, i 
his eare, to draw at leaſt ſ1xteene ounces of blood from Gratiana,for that ſhe was ſtrong 
ly entred into a burning Fever:But he being as honeſt as ſhe was treacherous and cruel 
told her, that the drawing of ſo great a quantity of blood from her, might not onely 
impaire her health, but endanger herlife. But ſhe replies, it was ſo ordered by a Doder: 
whereupon he opens her right arme veyne 3 and as he had neere drawen ſo much from 
this poore harmleſle yongGentlewoman,ſhe faints twice in a chaire betwixt their arm, 
& all the cold water they threw in her face, could very hardly refetch her,and keep life 
in her : this old hard-harted hag ſtill notwithſtanding crying out, that it was not blood þ | 
enough: having no other reaſon forthis her treachery and cruelty,bur that indeed ſhe Þ 
thought it not enough, or ſufficient to quench the unquenchable thirſt and flameof het Þ 
jealouſie : of which this is the firſt effe& towards this innocent young Gentlewom, Þ 
but we ſhall not goe farre to ſeea ſecond. * | 
Gratiangis ſo farre from dreaming of her Miſtris jealoufie towards her Maſter, and | | 


her {elfe; or from once thinking ofthis ber treacherous letting her blood, as ſhe —_ 
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 tatnMiee. for her affection andtwreiof herhealth :and:now the very next day. after De Merſors 

| | en home with his old wife, ( which he had:not. donein many = rar tes: 
ſeeing CratioraJooke ſo:white ardipale, demands her'iffhe be-not well, and then que- 
i oneth bis wife what ayles her Gentleworman to looke ſoill, which ſhee ſeemes to put 
Bf witha feighed excuſe: but withall fas if this care of her-huſband towards Gratizei, 
wete a true confitmation of their diſhoneſty,and her jealoufieYſhe retaines the memoty 
© hereof deepely in her Heart and thoughts : yeaiit is {0 frequent,and fixed in herima- 
Ml aftons; as fhee eatinor; Thee will not any longer ſuffer orendure this affection of har 
Ef tiſbitid to Gratiaras not that Gratzans's youth ſhall wrong £4 Vaſſehay rige in the rites 
& and duties of — gov ren cafting ſad afpe&tson hum, and malignant lookes oni 
her, ſhe to pleaſe and give ſatisfattiontto het jealoufie { which canniot'bepleaſed or ſa- 
gefied with anything but revenge ) reſolves ro make her know: what itis,:for a waiting 
n#4d-to offend and wrong her miſtris in this kind: when notitg diminiſh] but rather ro 
giitient arid redouble her former cruelty toward her. Her huſband riding one day 
$ford in company of divers other Gentlemen ofithe City, :to hunt Wolves which a- 
hound in thoſe vaſt and ſpacious woods of Maixe- ſhe under prtetence of ſome other bu- 
feſfe's caHs Gratzana alone inito her inter chamber,when belnng the doore after het, 
ol fiewith meager and pale envie in her lookes, and implacable fury and:chollerin her 
1 inW ſpeeches, chargeth her of diſhoneſty with her huſband 3: calling her whote{trumper, 
16d baggage 2 affirming thitthe timeand houre now cone tor her to bee revenged 
af ofhet; Poore Gratzang both imazed and aftrighted at this ſudden and furious ( both 
| mnexpetted and undefiled alarum-of her Miſ#rjs, ſeeing her honour,and(asſhee thinkes 
| andfeares)her life called inqueſtionz ſhe after a world of fighes and teares,tearmes her 
he accuſers devils and witches; 'yowes by: her partin.heaven , and upon the perill of her 
| owne ſoule,that ſhe is innocent of that crime whereof ſhe accuſed her, and that neither 
| devd or thought, ſhe was oyer diſhoneſt or unchaſt-with'any wrian of the world, thuch 
uh lfewirh her Maſter :- But this will mot fatisfie incenſed LaKaffelay, neither are theſe 
Il {no or teares of Gratiana of power-to pafle current with ker jealonſfiez but reputing 
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fitſe and counterfeit, fhee cats m her chamberamaid, and'cboke-mart;when ſhes 

Md purpoſely ted there,arid bids therk ynſtrip Gretiananaked to her waſte,and to bind 
}k I Berhad and foote to the bed poft\, + which with much repintngand- pitsys:they are at 
kAiriforced doe. When evinatdine chem forth'the chamberand boltmg the doore 
k = ifterthem , ſheenotlikea woman, 'bue rather asa fury. of hell-flies to poare anocent 
Oatiana, and With x great Dutchen roddothnort dhlyraze but ſcarifte het urmes,backe 
and ſhoulders : when harmeleſle ſoule, ſhe(though m-vaine) having no other defenſive 
- & weaporis but her tongue.and her innocency,criesaloud to heavenand earth for ſuccour. 
p M Butthis old hag as full of malice as jeloufie, hath no compaſſion of her cries, or pitty 
of het fighes : - yemheither the fight of herteareg,orbldod;(whichtrickling downe her 

T t= rey ſhoulders,doth both bedewzand ingrained her ſmockeYare of potver to: aps 
 Þ fefeher futyandenyy; unvilſhaving ſperrthiee xodgandtyted and eanied both her 
| & iti; ſte int the heat of her eheller,ahdnbe height of cher reVenge,} delivers herthefe 
' © bitter and ſcoffing words : Minor, this, this is the way, yeathe anetyway 10 coalethe brats of 
' ÞÞ ty courage, aud to quench the fire of thy luſt, When calling in her two maids, ſhee com- 
| mands them to unbind Graftide; arid tohelpeonteralothes.. When triumphing in her 
 F cruelty, ſhee furiouſly departs and leaves them ; who cannot refraine from teares,to ſee 

© tb vbiely and crvelly their Myr, haddrundled Uhischer poore Genlewonakes, | * 

| G#ft4the better to remedytheſerther iſuppestable:andcruell wrongs; holds it 
| Tferetjunt to deſemblc them, and (providing her felfo ſecretly of a horſeant man,ſhe 

| UehbLtniphe ſteaJes away; vides t&1.4 Ferre, 'and from thence to her father at Nogens le 
| Aon, whete hee was faperintendant of thie Princd of Condes hoaſe and Caſtle in thar 
| Towiies and where the Privceſſs Dowager bis mother baile upihegreateſt part of 'hor 
trowfall efidetice, whine,” whites hee was detained _ onerin the Caſtle of Boys 
erABete Par: Lay Vafſln) geves — » and unexpedted depar- 
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tute;the which ſhe fearesher huſband De: Merſor, and her father Monnſter. de Bremuy wil 
take in ill part 5 wherein ſhee is noway deceived: forthe one grieves, -and the athe 
ſtormes thereat : yea, when De Merſoz (through flattery and threats) had drawne frcy 
the Chamber-maid and Cooke-maid.,: the trutkof his wives cruel] whipping of 6,, 
tiaxa,as allo the caule thereof; her jealouſie : He juſtly incenſed andenraged , flies, 
this his ſottiſh and cruell wife, tels her, that jealoufie comes fxom the devill, whoſe pz; Þ 
heaftirmes the hath acted, in acting thisupon innocent &ratzara, then whom their line Þ , 
not a chaſter maid in the world, That although ſhe were poore, yet, that ſhe was as yy ſÞ Þ* 
deſcended asherſclfe. / In which regard, if (he did not ſpeedily right and redeeme he Þ '9 
wrongs, and ſeeke means to pacifie & recall her,that he would forthwith leave her,ye, | 
and atterly forſake her: whick cooling-card ofhis to his wife,makes her looke on he Þ 17 
| former erroneous cruelty towards Gratzara, rather with outward griefe.,, than inwa ff 
repentance. ' But ſeeing that her jealouſie muſt now ſtoope and ſtrike faile to her hy! Þ ® 
bands Cho/er, and that to enjoy his company, ſhee mult not be exempted and depriyg i * 
of hers: ſhecontrary to her defireand will, (which ſtill retaines the fumes and flagy Þ 
of jelouſie as that doth:of revenge) isinforced to make a vertue of neceſſity, andfſoy Þ » 
beare up with the time, feigning herſelfe repentant and ſorrowfull for what ſhe hy Þ "' 
formerly done to Gratiara - ſhee to reclaime her , buyes her ſomuch wrought black # © 
.Taftety for a Gowne,and ſo much Crimſon Damaſke for a Petticoate,and with a bra. ® 
let of Pearle which ſhe accuſtomed to weare upon her rightarme3 ſheſendsit to Nog Þþ 
to her byLa Vilette,a Gentleman of her huſbands,and accompanicth it with a letter tohe Þ 


father, Monnſzer de Bremay,which contained theſc words. - . | fe 
fl 26 | {0 
La VASSELAY to DE BREMAY. In : 


H Aving vindicated Truth from Error, andmetamorphoſed Jealouſic intoJudgemeny; Þ ” 
2 & (ind: that I. bave wronged thy daughter Gratiana, wheret I grieve, with contritionad Þ 
ſorrow with 'repertance ; ſeth my hurbands vomey aud aathes have fully cleared ber Hongurad Þ * 
 Chaſtity,mhbich my fooliſh incredulity aud feare, raſbly atterpted.both to ecclips and di args i £ . 
 Inwhich regard, praying her to forgiue,and thy ſelfe to forget that wrong'; Tearnejtly oe | tt 
Jpeedy returnethythis bearer, and ye hoth ſhall ſee, that Inever formerly bated her ſo nach, « Þ © 
ceforth Twill both love and honour her: Ihave zow ſent herſomeſmall tokens of my affein; 
:and ere long fre fhall finde' greater effet#s and teſtimonies thereof) for knowing her to be as cut be 
ad faire 5 Irmthis De Bremay I requeſ# thee torelt confident, that as ſhee is now thy daughtery Þ © 
{ Nature, ſo ſhe ſhall be henceforth mine by adoption. | | 1... 


LA VASSELAY., 


| 'F * 3 {$0521 ATKFI).00 {1:53 VHC? 55, \ 4 4; 
lit . . De Brenay having, received thisLetter, and his daughter Gratiang.theſc kind token F 
[ from her Msftris LaYaſſelay : his choller,and hergriefe and ſorrow, ig{pone defaced ant Þ © 
| blowne away : ſo he well ſatisfied,and ſhe content and pleaſed,he ſends her backefroa | © 
'Nogent to Mans by LaVillette, by whom. hee writes this enſuing Letter to his Miſtriou Þ ® 


Kaſſelay manſwer of hers, | h 
| $ + $* - S_” ' ; | / 
| ' + \DE,BREMAY\ to; LA VASSELAY. {3 ef p 


FT Hy Leter hath. given me ſo much content and ſaticfaion, as thy undeſerved cruelty um | * 
; ughter Gratiana did griefe and indignation. And had ſhee beene guilly oft cam} . 
: whereof thy feare made thee jealous, I would for ever have renounced her for any gh E* 
deprived her of my fight * for as ber Vertues are her beſt wealth , and her Honour her chit h 
1feſt revenew : ſa if ſhe had failed in theſe,or faltred in this,Tſhowld then have Joyned withthe | R 
t 
f 
! 


1 ito hate ber, as I doe now to love hey -, But her, Teares and Oathes have cleared her innocn | 

Wl and in hers, thy husband:. In which regard,rehing upon ber owne merits, and thy profeſſed kn 
| eſſe; ſhe forgetting,&-1 forgiving things paſt; Lnew returne her thee by thy ſervant La mew 
__ op1ng 


i MH oy obedient and obſervant handmaid, 


Hiſt, X11T. De Merſon,and La Vaſſelay "I 


poping that if thon wilt not affe her as thy adopted Daughter, yet that thou wilt tender her & 


DE BREMAY: 


Gratiana's hopes, and her fathers credulity of La Vaſſelay's future affeftion towards 
her, as alſo her gifts and promiſes, ſo farre prevaile with them, as ſhee isnow returned 
:oher, From Nogert to Marrs 3 But Ifeare ſhe had done farre better to have ſtill remai- 


ned with her father 3 for ſhee might conſtder,and he know, what little ſafety, and ap<= 
| -arant danger, there is to rely upon the favour of an incenſed jealouſie : La Vaſſelay (itn 


all outward ſhew) receiues and welcomes Gratiana with miany expreſlions of love, and 


| Jemonſtrations of joy,thercby to pleaſe her huſband 3 who indeed likes ſo well of her 
| kturne,as he likes his wife the better for procuring it. And now to the eye of the world, 
| and according to humane conceit and ſenſe,all three parties are reconciled and ſatisfied; 


x5if LaVaſſelay's jelouſte had never heretofore offended her huſband , nor her cruelty 


| wronged Gratiana : or asif he had never knowne the one nor ſhe felt the other. But wee 
| ſhall not goe farre to ſee this calme oretaken with a tempelſt,and this Sunſhine ſurpriſed 
| vitha diſmall and diſaſtrous ſhower. 


For three moneths were not fully expired, ſince Gratiane's returne to Mairs, but La 


| Paſelayes old jeluulie of her, and her huſband De Merſoz, which ſeemed to bee ſuppre(- 
| ſed and extinguiſhed , doth now flaſh and flame forth anew with more violence and 
| impctuoſity 3 yea, hee cannut looke on Gratiana,much lefle to ſpeake to her, but pre- 
 ſently this old jealous Beldame in her heart and thoughts, proclaimes them guilty of 
| Adultery : whereat ſhee indiſcreetly ſuffers her ſelfe to bee ſo farte tranſported with 
| indignation and Exvy,as ſhe vowes ſhee will no longer tolerate or digeſt it. And nowit 
| isthatlike a fury of hell ſhe firſt aſſumes damnable and execrable reſolutions, not only 
| againſt the Innocency, but againſt the life of innocentand harmeleſle Gratiana 3 who 


poore ſoule is the neerer her danger, inreſpect the holds her ſelfe fartheſt from it 3 yeaz 


| thisjealous old Hag, this Fury: nay, this ſh-e-Devill LaYaſſelay, hath not onely conſul- 
| ted, but determined and concluded with her bloody thoughts, that ſhee will ſpeedily 
| ſend Gratiana into another world; becauſc her youth ſhall no longer abuſe and wrong: 
| her age in this. When forgetting her ſelfe, her ſoule, and her God, thereby purpoſely 


topleaſe her ſenſes, her jealoulie,and her Tutor the Devill,the vowes, that no reſpe&t of 


| Reaſon or Religion, no conſideration of Heaven or Hell, ſhall be capable to divert her 
| fromdiſpatching her : yea,and as if ſhe not onely rejoyced,but glorified in this her per- 

nitious and bloody deſigne, ſhe thinkes every houre a yeare before ſhe hath performed 
| it: To which end, providing her ſclfe of ſtrong poyſonz and watching, and catching at 
| thevery firſt opportunity,as ſoone as ever Gratiana found herſclfe not well.ſhee under a 
| colour of much affection and care to her;makes her ſome white broth, wherein infuſing 
| and intermixing the aforeſaid poy(on, ſhe ( graceleſly and cruelly ) gives it her, the 


which within ſix daies fainting and Janguiſhing, makesa perpetuall divorce and ſepa- 


| ration betwixt her ſoule and her body , leaving this to deſcend toearth , and that to 
| aſcend to heaven,to draw downe vengeance to this helliſh and execrable La Yafelay, for 


ſoinhumanly and cruelly murthering this her harmeleſle and innocent waiting Geatle- 


| woman Gratzana. 


De Mer/oz: underſtanding of Gratiana's death, almoſt as ſoone as of her ſickneſſe, hee 


| very forrowfully bites the lip thereat - for confidering this accident in its true nature; 


his thoughts ſuggeſt him , and his heartand ſoule prompts him, that his wife La Yaſelay 


had undoubtedly occaſioned her death, and ſometamorphoſed her jealouſie into mur= 


ther; yea,and notwithſtanding the faire and ſorrowfull ſhew which ſhee puts thereon 
tothe contrary, yet the premiſes conſidered, he is very confident in this his beliefe and 
feare: when grieving at the cruetry of this diſaſter, andabhorring the authour of ſo 


monſtrous and bloody a fatt 3 the very fight of this his old wretched wife is odious, _ 
Ty the 


F "_ 
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the remembrance of this her cruell crime, deteſtable and exe<crable unto him. Apzin 
when he conſidereth Gratiana's beauty and chaſtity , and that ſhee was ſent to heryy. 
timely grave for his ſake,this doth not onelyredouble his ſorrows, but infinitely ay. 
ment and increaſe his afflictions : ſo that beginning to feare his wives envy,as much of. 
hated her jealouſie, in that it was not onely poſhible, but likely, that it might alſo{ V 
turely extend,and reflect on him , as well as it already had on harmelcfle and innocenff ,..; 
Gratiana, he aſſumes a reſolution to leave and forlake her,the which we ſhall ſhortly} / uf 
him putin execution; when the better to curband vex her,he ſecretly packes up all ha 
Bills, Bonds, Leaſes,and Conveyances, as alſo, all her Money,Plate,Jewels, and riche| 7 
Honſboldſtuffe 3 and ſo giving outa prohibition to all the Tenants, not to daretopyſþ ;”, 
herany rent, he allowing her onely a bare maintenance, very ſuddenly (when ſhe let 
expeCted or dreamt therof) takes horſe and rides home to his fathers, where he reſo , 
to make the greateſt part of his relidence; and all the teares and prayers of his wife, ar 6h 
not of power to reclaime or retaine him. | | 
La Vaſſclay ſeeing the unkindneſle of her huſband De Merſon,in making hera widdoy, Þ 
almoſtas ſoone as a wife 3 as alſo his ingratitude, in depriving her of the uſe and fruii. 5 
onof her owne eſtate and meanes, and leaving her {o poore an allowance , as coull of 
ſcarce warrant her a competent maintenance;ſhe 1s almoſt ready to die for meere grick 
and ſorrow thereof, but how to remedy it ſhee knowes not : And now ſhee repents he: 
folly and indiſcretion, in matching her aged (elfe to ſo young a man as De Merlo : now 
ſhe doth not onely accuſe , but condemne her owne jealouſte , which drew her toths Þ 1, 
foule facc of murthering her harmelefle, and as ſhee now believes, her innocent Way. 
ting- maid Gratianazfor which,this ingratetull departure,and hard uſage of her huſband, 
is butthe leaſt, and as ſhe tearmes it, but the forerunner of greater puniſhments,whic Þ 
God hath ordained and reſerved for her: yea, it is not onely a griefeto her thought, Þ 9; 
but a vexation to her heart and ſoule, to {ce her {elfe made the mockingſtocke and 
laughter of all Mars and Marne, who rather excule her huſbands youth , then any way Þ 
pitty or commiſerate her age 3 and to ſee that the friendsof her proſperity turne ther Þþ 
bales and faces to her, in her affliction and poverty : and if ſhe have any hope yetlef, Þ r 
to aſſiſt and-comforrt her in theſe her calamities, it 1s by endeavouring to reconcile anl ſ = 
reclaime her huſband to her by Letters: when taking pen and paper,ſhe within a month Þþ 
of his departure ſends himtheſe few lines : | 


LA VASSELAY to DE MERSON. 


Ince at thy requeſt I both recanted my Jealouſie to thy ſelfe, and repented my cruelty to m | { 
} Jmaid Gratiana,what have I committed or done, that ſhould deſerve this thy ingratefull, and Þ 7 
as I may truely ſay, Heart-killing departure ? for having made a moſt exatt Scruteny inm | | 
thoughts and joule 3 either of them informe me, and both aſſure me,that the freeneſſe and ferven Þ 
of my affeFion toward: thee, deſerved not ſo cruell but a farre more cou: teows requitall. If my | 
Age be any way di(pleaſing to thy youthyet deprive me not of the felicity of thy ſight and preſence, | 
wherein I not onely delight but glory. And although T can be content that thou ſurfeit with m | 
wealth, yet make me not ſo miſerable,as to ſtarve both in and for thy preſence. Tf any have given |þ 
thee any ſiniſter or falſe impreſtons,cither of wy ſelfe or at jions;why ifthy affetion to me will nat 
deface them.at leaſt let thy pity : Tea, returne my ſweet and deare Huſband, and what errors of 
faults ſoever thouſareſt Thave committed, I will not onely redeeme them with kifſes , but with 
Feares- 


was Jy ps gt 0 


LA VASSELAY-. 


De Merſo# having received this his wives Letter , it workes ſuch poore effedts in hy F 
affetion,as he doth rather rejoyce then commiſerate her eſtate and ſorrowes; yea,heſo | * 
ſleightsher, and herremembrance,as once he had thought to have anſwered her Letter | 
with ſilence; but at laſt he(ſome eight daies after)returnes her this anſwer : m 

E 


ED 


Il 
ane 
T Un- 


ig 
4s be 


of 
vſe | jt I feare, 
| | moreſharpe and inhumane one to Gratiana's ſervice and Chaſtity : Neither is it thy Age,but 
eſt 
s | 1rvoke that with as much patience,as I can digeſt theſe wih impoſſubilities. If thou wantſt means, 
ealt 


I 
| = prove thy true happineſſe, as now they doe t 


| cannot redreſſe it. Tt 3s but in vaine for thee, either to exped or hope for my returne 5 and ſith 
| thy faults anderrors are beſt knowne to thy ſelfe, let thy repentance redeeme them tawards God : 


| for neither thy kiſſes nor teares, cats or ball to mee. 


Cent 


| her 
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DE MERSON to La VASSELAY, 
Hat hope can T have of thy AﬀeStion, when T ſee thou art inviolably conſtant to t 
Jealouſie, and if the Scruteny of thy thoughts and ſonle be as true as thou pretendeſt, 
that this Fealonſie of thine, is not the greateſt, but the leaſt of thy crimes. Thom 
yriteſÞ to mee, that T give a cruell requitall to thy affeFion, but pray God, thou have not giver 
1 Imperfections and Vices, which are both diſpleaſing and odious to my youth: for T could 
Jwill grant thee more 5 but for my preſence, Thave many reaſons to detty thee. I know none but 


ſelſe, which hath given mee any impreſſions | thy aTions, and if thoſe were falſe, they 
miſery, which, my «ff. Tron doth pity.though 


DE MER S ON- 


This Letter of De Merſoz to his wife LaVaſelay, is ſo farre from comforting, as it 


| dothextremely afflict her : And although his diſcontents be ſuch, as ſhe ſees it almoſt 
| impoſſible to reconcile and reclaime him3 yet being exceedingly perplexed and grie- 
| ved with this her ſolitary and diſcontented life,ſhe yet hopes, that a ſecond Letter may 
 obtaine that of him, which her ſelfe could not : when ſixe moneths time being now 
| ſipt away fince his departure, ſhee faigning her ſelfe ſicke, writes unto him againe 


tothis effect. 


LAVASSELAY to DE MER SON. 


Hy abſence hath ſo deprived my joyes, and ingendred my ſorrowes, that ſickeneſſe threatens 
my life to be weere herperiod So among a world of di'contentments, let mee yet beare this 


| one Content to my grave, that I may once more j ze thee, whom ſo tenderly T both deſire, and long 
| foſee: andif T cannot be jo happy as to Izve, at the leaſt make me ſo fortunate, as to die in thine 
| Armes; which Iknow not whether it be agreater Charity for thee tÞ grant, or a cruelty to deny 

| mee this requeſt of mine For 31) deare De Merſon, if t hou wilt\ not be pleuſed to be my Huſ= 
| hind yet be not offended to remember that I am thy wife 5 and withall.that as T deſire thy returne, 
| ſothat Thave not deſerved thy departure But if thou wilt ſtill be ineXorable to my requeſts, theſe 
| Lines of mine, which I write thee, rather with Teares than Tnke, ſhall beare witneſſe betwixt thy 
| flleand me, of my Kindneſſe, of thy Cruelty, and how my Life ſought thy Aﬀed 1on, though my 
| Death could neither finde, nor obtaineit- 


LA VASSELAY. 


De Merſon reads this Letter with laughter 3 yea, he isſo inſenſible of her Lines, Re- 


| queſts and Teares, as if another had ſent him newes of her death, as ſhe her ſelfe did of 


Þ ter ckneſle. it had beene far more pleaſing, and better welcome to him. But thinking 
| howto gall her to the quicke, tothe end hee might henceforth fave her the labour to 
| write him any more Letters, and himſelfe to receive and peruſe them, hee returnes her 


' this ſharpe and bitter anſwer : 


| beare to thy grave, ſith gs a Chriſtian, thow ſhonldeſt delight to ſee none but thy Saviour, nor 


DE MERSON to LA VASSELAY. 


; | jo is thy Errour,not my Abſence, which hath exchanged thy Joyes into Sorrawes ; aud if thy life 


draw neere her period, they cannot be farrefrom theirs. My ſight is a poore content for thee ta 


bs 
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be Ambitious to live in any armes but his 3 and if thou hold not this to be Charity, I know g 
cannot repute zt Cruelty. That 1 am thy Huſband 7 grant,and that thou art my Wite 7 not de 
ny : But yet I feare thy heart knowes, though thy Pen affirmes the contrary, that Thave firre wy 
reaſon for my departure, than thou to deſtre my returne. And if thou wilt yet know more, ifth 
Inke wherewith thou writeſt thy Letter be Teares, pray God thou didſt not bedew Gratianz, 
Winding:ſheet and Coffin, both with her Tears andblood : for hadſt thou no tbeen cruelly, yea, in 
humane to her,T would never havee been unkind to thee: And to conclude live as hapy,as 1 fea; 


her death will make thee die miſerable. 
| DE MER SON, 


The receit and peruſall of this Letter, doth not onely grieve, but afflit and tormey 
La Vaſſelay : forthe very remembrance of De Mer/o# his \uſpition and apprehenſionthy 
ſhe hada hand in the death cf Gratiara, doth, asit were, pierce her heart, as well ih 
feare as ſorrow : For as her poverty lay before at his mercy, ſo now ſhee knowes day 
her life; and that ſith he will not love her, hee may chance ſo mal:gne and hate her, 
toreveale it. Whereupon, to ſecure her ſeife, and to warrant the ſafety of her lite, ſh 
ſone exchangeth her love into hatred, and heraffection and jealouſlte into enviets 
wardshim3 yea,herenraged and incenſed thoughts,ingender and imprint ſuch bloody 
deſignes of revenge in her heart, as abandoning the feare and grace of $od, ſhee Impt 
ouſly concludesa match with the Divell,to diſpatch and murther him ; and from which 
bloody & damnable deſigne,no regard of God or her Soxle,nor r.ſpect of Heawer: or Hel, 
can,or ſhall divert her: when overpaſling a ſmall parcell of time,wherein ſhe ruminated 
and pondered, how ſhe ſhould ſend him from this life to another ; at laſt her maliciow 
curioſity makes her thoughts fall on La Yllette, being his Gentleyran, who ſtill tolloy: 
ed him,as holding him a fit Agent to attempt, and inſtrument to finiſh this bloody by: 
ſineſſe, which ſo much imported her content and ſafety,grounding her reaſons upon'the 
greatnefle of his heart and mind,and the weaknelle of his purſe and means;asif poverty 
were a ſufficient cauſe and privilege to commit ſo treacherous and bloody a fact: When 
knowing him to be then in Maxs, receiving up his Maſters Rents,ſhe ſends for him; to 
whom(the doore bolted) ſhe tells him ſhe is to requeſt his ſecrecy in a bufines which in 
finitely tends to his good. He promiſeth it her : but ſhe will have him ſwearc thereur 
to, which he doth; when with ſighs and teares making a bitter inveCtive, and recapit- 
lation of her Huſband, his Maſters undeſerved indignity and cruclty towards her; ſhe 
then and there, makes a propoſition to him, to murther him for herz and that ſhee will 
give him a thouſand crownes toetfect it. LaVilktte ſeeing the greatneſle of the danger 
in that of the crime, ſeemes not onely diſcontented, but amazed hereat : for although 
he love gold well, yet he will not purchaſe it at ſo deare a rate, and baſe and damnable 
a price as that of his Maſters blood : when ſeeing ſhe could not prevaile,ſhe againe puts 
him in minde of his oath to ſecrecy 3 which hee againe vowes never to infringe or vio 
late; and withall, like a good ſervant, ſeekes to diflwade and divert her from ſuch 
bloody thoughts and attempts. Had La 7illette remained inthe purity and candeurof 
this his Religious and Chriſtian Refolution,not to imbrue or diſtain his hands in the in- 
nocent blood of his Maſter,it would have made him as happy,as we ſhall ſhortly ſee him 
miſerable in attemptingand executing the contrary : for as a propenfion and reſolu- 
tion to Yertxe, breeds not onely Hoour. but ſafety 3 ſo the contrary effets thereof pro- 
duce notonly ſhame,but miſery. To foreſee fin, is a pious wiſdome ; but to prevent 
and eſchew it, is alwaies a moſt wiſe and bleſſed piety. 

And whereas time ſhould rather decreaſe than increaſe, and rather root out, that 
plant Malice in our thoughts,and Ezyy in our reſolutionsyet diretly contrary,that of Ls 
Vaſſelay to her huſband De Merſor,doth not die, but live,will not fade, but flouriſh : for? 
month ortwo more being run out and expired,and La /ilktte againe in Mans,her malice 
unto her huſband is ſo inveterate & implacable.as ſhe againe ſends for him to her houſe, 
where (in great ſecreſte and intended affection) ſhe tels him that if he will murther his 
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Hitt XII l. "De Me rſon,and La V aſſelay. 


"lg 14 Hag is likewiſe impriſoned : who with many afſeverationsand teares, deniesand 
20f ;corts this foule crime from her ſelfe to him. But her Judges are too wiſe to believe the 
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weakneſle and invalidity of this her fooliſh juſtificatien : So whiles they are conſulting 
on her, De Bremay having notice of all theſe accidents, but eſpecially, of La Yaſſelay's im- 
 arifonment3 he (ſtill apprehending and fearing, that ſhee undoubtedly was the death 
| of his daughter Gratzana) takes poſt from Nogent to Mars, where he accuſeth her there- 
| ofto the Criminal Judges of the Prefidiall Conrt 5 who upon this her double accuſati- 
| onadjudged her tothe Racke, when at the very firſt torment thereof, ſhee at laſt pre- 
| ferring the life of her ſoule, before that of her body) confeſleth her ſelfe to be the 
| Aftor of her firſt crime of Myrther,and the Author of the ſecond : when,and whereupon 
| the Judges (reſembling themſelves) in deteſtation, and for expiation of theſe her foule 
| crimes, condemne him to be hanged, and ſhe to be burned alive 3 which the next day.at 
| hecommon place of Execution (neere the Halls in Mans,is accordingly executed, in the 
| preſence; and to the content of a world of people of that City, who as mich abhorre the 
| FNak of theſe their bloody crimes, as they rejoyce and glorifie God, for this their 


| (not ſo ſevere, asdeferved) puniſhments. 


As for LaVillette, he Ulike an impious Chriſtian) ſaid little clſe, but that which he had 


| formerly ſpoken and delivered in the wood, at the receiving of his fall : onely he ſaid, 
{ Thathe had well hoped. thathis great wealth which he had with Taraſelay,would have 
| ſheltred and preſerved him from this infamous death for murthering her Huſband, and 


his Maſter, D2 Merſor. 


But as for this bloody Beldame, ard wretched old Fury, La Yaſſelay, ſhee was content 


| togrieve at Gratianz's death, though not to lament or pity that of her Huſband De Mer 
' ſor; yea, and although ſhee ſeemed to blame her jealoulie towards herz yether age 
| was ſo wretchedly inſtructed in piety, as ſhe could not finde in her heart, eitherto make 
| an Apology,or any way to ſeeme repentant for her inhumane cruelty towards him: For as 
| ſhedemanded pardon of De Bremay for poiſoning his daughter; fo ſhe ſpake nota word 
| tending that way, to Maxfre/e, for cauſing his ſonne to be piſtoll'd 3 onely in particu= 
| lrtermes, ſhee requeſted God to forgive the vanity of her youth; and in generall 
| ones, the world to forget the offences and crimes of her age : And ſo conjuring all old 
| Widowes and Wives, to beware by her mournfull and execrable example; her flames 
| and prayers made expiation for the offence of her body, and her ſoule mounted and 


fledto Heaver, to crave remiſſion and pardon of God, who was the onely Creator of the 


| one, and Redeemer of the other. | 


And ſuch were the deplorable, yet deſerved ends of this bloody, and wretched 


couple, LaYaſſelay and LaVillette, for ſo cruelly murthering harmeleſle Gratzana, and in- 
| nocent De Merſor - and thus did Gods all-ſeerng, and ſacred Juſtice, juſtly triumph ore 
| theſe their crying and execrable crimes. O that their examples may engender and pro- 
| pagate our reformation 3 and that the reading of this their lamentable Hiſtory, may 
| teachus, not onely how to meditate thereon, but alſo how to amend thereby. 
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GODS REVENGE 


AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


His ToxY XIV: 


 Fidelia «2d Czleſtina cavſe Carpi aud Monteleone, with their two Lagiayes, Lorenzo and 
Anſelmo, ts -mrther their father ,Captaine Benevente,which they perjo me Monteleone, 
and his Laquay Anſelmo are drowned, Fidelia hangs her ſelfe, Lorenzo zs hangedfor a rob= 
bery,and on. the gallowes confeſſeth the nurthering of Benevente, Carpi hath his right hand, | 
then his head cut off 5 Czleſtina is beheaded,and her body burnt. 


Ur beſt parts being our Vertues,and our chiefe and Soveraigne 
Vertue, the purity and ſanGity of our ſclvesz how can wee 
negle& thoſe, or not regard this, except we reſolve to ſee our 

| ſelvesmiſerable in this life, and our ſoules wretched in that to 

come : and as charity is the cyment of our other vertues,ſo ens; 
vie (her oppoſite) is the ſubverſion of this our charityz from 
whence flowes rage,revenge., and many times murther, (her 
frequent (and almoſt) her inſeparable compamions :) but of, 
all degrees of malice and envie. can there be any ſo inhumane 

; and diabolicall, as for two gracelefle daughters ro plot the 

| death of their owne father; and to ſeduce and obtaine their two Lovers to a and per- 
forme it? whereof in this enſuing Hiſtory,we ſhall ſee a moſt barbarous and bloody pre- 
| fdent,as alſo their condigne puniſhments afflicted on them for the ſame In the reading 

| Vhereof, O that we may have the grace by the ſight of theſe their fearefull crimes and 
| puniſhments, to reforme and prevent our ownez that wee may locke on their cruelty 
| Vithcharity,on their rage with reaſon,on their errors with compaſſion,on theirdeſpera- 

} non with pity,and on their inhumanity with piety; that the meditation and contempla- 

ton thereof,may terrifie our choller; quench both the fire ot our luſt,and the flames of 

| Ur revenge 3 ſo ſhall our faiths be fortified, our paſſions reformed, our affeCtions puri= 
| "©d,and ourattionseternally both bleſſed & ſanctified:to which end,T have writtenand 

| vulged it. So Chriſtian Reader,if thou make this thy end in peruſing it,thou wilt then 


| not faile to receive comfort thereby 3 and therefore faile not to'give God the —_ 
| & ny 
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Book I, 


Any yeeres fince the Duke of 0funs (under the command of Spaine) was may, 


Viceroy of of the noble Kingdome Naples,the which he —_ with much rey, þ 

ly or unjuſtly I know wb 
have ſince ſuffered and received an Eclipſe. In the City of 0f/rarto, within the Proving 
of Apnlia, there dwelt an ancient rich and valiant Gextlemarn (nobly deſcended) term 
Captaine Beneverte, who by his deceaſed Lady Sophia Elianora (Niece to the Duke 
Piombino) had left him two daughters and a ſonne,he termed Seignior Richards Alcan 
they two, the Ladies Fidelia and Celeſtina, names indeed, which they will no way +l 


tation and honour,although his fortunes or aCtions (how ju 


ſerve; but from whom they will ſolely diflent and derogate,through their helliſh Vice 


and inhumane diſpoſitions to blood and murther : wee may grace our names, butgyſ 
names cannot grace us. Alcaſero lives not at home with his tather, but for the moſi oh 
_ at Naples, as a chiefe Gentlemar retaining to the Yiceroy - where he profiteth ſo well nr. 
ding and tilting, (a noble vertue andexercifſe (beyond all other 7talians) naturally 
hereditary to the Neapolitans) that he purchaſed-the name of a bold and brave Cawilj 
but for Fidelia and Czleſting, the clocks of their youth having ſtroke twenty, andeipþ 
teene,the Captaine their father,(thinking it dangerous to have Ladies of their yeeresw 
deſcent farre from him) keepes them at home, that his care might provide thempoyſ 
huſbands, and his eye prevent them from matching with others. It is as great a bleſly 
inchildrento have loving Parents,as for them to have obedient children, and had thi : 
obedience 'anſwered his affection, and their duty his providence, wee had not few 
the Th-atre of this their Hiſtory fo beſprinkled and gored with ſuch great eflulnſÞ 


of blood. 


This Captaine Benevente their father, (for his blood, wealth and generolity) was belp | 
ved and honoured of all the Nobiliry of Apalia, and for his many ſervices, both by 
and land, was held in ſo greateſteeme in 0trarto, that his honſe was an Academy, when 


——z— | 


all the Gallants, both of City and Country reſorted to backe great Horſes, torunatteÞ ' 


Ring, and. to practiſe other ſuch Courtly and Martiall Exerciſes, whereunto thisdiÞ - 
Captaine, as. well in his age, as youth, wasexceedingly addicted : ſoas the beauty of 
twodaughters, Fidelia and Celeſtina, could not be long, eitherunſeene, or unadmired: 
forthey grew lo perteQtly faire, of ſo ſweet complexions, and proper ſtatures, thatthyÞ 
were juſtly reputed and held to be the Paragons of Beanty not only of Apulja,but of Ith: 
ſo as beauty being the Gold and Diamonds of Nature; this of theirs (fo ſweet init 
fluence, and ſoexcellent and delicious in that ſweetneſle) drew all mens eyes to lor i 
them.many mens hearts toadore them:fo had they beene as rich in Vertue,as in Beau, 
they had lived more fortunate, and neither their-friends nor enemies ſhould have lid 
to have ſcene them die ſo miſerably; for now that praves their ruine,which might hn Þ 
beene their glory. They are both of them ſought in marriage, by many BarowalÞ 
Cavaliers.as well at home as abroad, but the Captaixe their father will not g1ve care, ot 
hearken to any, nor once permit that ſuch motion be moved: him : -=_ are ſo imo 


deſt,as they grieve hereat, and are ſoextremely ſorrowfull, to ſee that a few yeerespil 


away, makestheir Beauties rather fade than flouriſh : where Yertze graceth not Bead) 
as well as Bearty Vertue, 1t 1s often a preſage and fore-runner of a fortune as fatal | 


as miſerabl-. 


But as their thoughts were too impatient and immodeſt, togive way to ſuch incont 
nent and irregular conceits: ſo on the other ſide,the Captaine their father,was too ſever, Þ 
and withall.tcoo unkind,I may fay cruell,to hinder them from Marriage, (ith their bet 


and age had long ſince made them both meritorious and capable of it : It wasin theaÞ © 


immodeſty;'in him unkindneſle, to propoſe ſuch ends,to their deſires and reſolutiow'Þ 
foras he hath authority to exaGt obedience from them, ſo have they likewiſe reaſon 
expect fatherly affection and care from him. But he is moreaffetted and addicted tots 
wealth and covetouſnefle, than inclined to regard his daughters content 3 and therefor} 


is fully reſolved,not asyet tomarry them, which is a reſolugon better left than imbraced 
| an 


Fl 
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] infringed than keptof him ith it may bring forth effects contrary both to his hopes | 
made ; and deſires. It 1s COM monly dangerous for Farents,to content themſelves with their chil- 
ey | drens d{contents : for where Nature 1sCroi ed,tt many times degenerates,and proves un- 
| aturall,as the Cataracfs of Nilus make 1t ſubmerge and walh Egypt with her inundation : 
'F put Fidetia and Caleſtiza, will make triall of one invention and conclufion more before 
mefÞ they wil gre Way tO their diſtaſte, or [trike {aile to their.choller or revenge. They ſee 
keg their farher is reſolute, and ſevere in nipping their hopes, and crolling their defires of 

fn marria2%; and yet they hope, that although they cannot prevaile with him, that their 

'Þ brother Alcaſero may : to which end.the ſooner to obtaine and Crowne their deſires with 

| content,they conſult together, and ſo by a confident friend of theirs, ſend him this Let- 


tows ter tO Naples. 


FTDELIA and CAXLESTINAtO ALCASERO. 


Iſþairing of our Fathers reſolution to marry us, wee have no other refuge or recourſe, but to 

I D thy ſelfe and thy affeion,in requeſting thee powerfully to ſolicite him herein, that hee may 
an wt preferre his gold before our content, and conſequently his hopes beſore our deſpaire : neither 
| could onr hearts or thoughts per wade ws, either to imploy or acquaint any other bat thy ſelfe with 
lng theſe on defies. which Modelty would have ſuppreſſed, but that Truth contradifFed and oppoſed 
| 4: for bas ſeverity and cruelty 3s ſuch towards us,that although we are ſought in niarriage by di- 
| ors Cavaliers vr Superionrsyet he will not permit us to be ſeene much leſſe to be wedded of any. 
fn Pane thets thy power to our wiſhes and prayers, and thy affetFion to the procuring of our con- 
tents; and we then:doubt not but to be as happy in a Brother, as otherwiſe we feare we ſhall ſee our 


6 ſelves mnfortunate, yea, miſerable in a Father : and as thou canſt not forget our deſcent and 
la Fhod; jo we zealonſly pray and beſeech thee to remember, if not our Beauty, our Toth. 

a FIDELIA, CALESTINA- 

the | 


dl - Their Brother receives this Letter : he 1s too brave; generous, and courteous; to be 
kh Þ wunkinde to any; efpecially to young Ladies,and moſt eſpecially to his ſiſters, whoſe con-' 
d:Þ tent he makes and reputes his owne. He comes to Ctrants, dealesefteCtually with the” 
x Gtaine his farther herein, who gives them this anſwer: That he hath provided the Baror: 
h:W of Carpi for Fidelia, and the Knight Bartholomeo Monteleone for Celeſtina; and that within 
t»-& fiftecne daies they are to come to Otrarto to ſee them: which newes doth'exceedingly 
| rejoycesfirſt himſelfe,then his ſiſters : buttheir joy ſhall notJaſt long, but be buried as 
1, fone as borne: Withm the'prefixed time,theſe twonoble men come, but they are hate- 
do full; and not pleaſing ta Frdelta and Celeſtinas for the Baron of Carpr is crook-back'd, 
«& nmdſquint-eyed,and Morte-ltone 1s lame of one leg.. Thefe Ladies valew their — at 
dj to0high arateto beſtowit/onſuch deformed huſbands andalthough Yexys accepteth: 
a &f/wcar,i yet they-will hfvenone of thefe'z becauſe they deeme no hel] tothatiofa diſ— 
+ odfitented'bed 4-heretofore they withed for'Sutors, and now they 'wiſhthey were wet 
[F dof thefes and:fo ſacrifieing'ts thew owne contents,they ſet up this refolution im their” 
| heats and ſoteSthatithey: will ratherdie maidens, than live to ſeethemſelves wives te 
IE fuk huſbands? Their farther receives Carp} and Monte-leone courteouſly,and entertajnes' 
| thend roblyg Abtording to theirranke and-merits; hee telfs his daighters plainly, that / 
they ſhall marry theſe, and none others. Thus the Birke of theſe their reſohations are 
| ſarpriſed andbetten iwith two contrary winds; he will bebbeyed of his daughters/find 
| they-will be commanded oftheirfatherin#1'things, britiot in this of their Marriage: * 
| ©Risneverigood for Parerits;/ to'force the affections of therr'children th their martt- 
| ages,fith itis4 buſitefle, whichnotonly lives,but dies with them;but witkaMl;their owne* 
{ wills muſt neitheribethewilaw;hor their guide 3 fot their Parents have(oFat leaſtfHofld” 
{ have)tmore experichceandjudgement thin they toe who are,and'Whearenot firtaty 
| chesforther's:Rur whetolathovity opprfath affettion;orvffeFtion rexſon;-there ſyely * 
marriages are tilkwhered-on with — — waitedand atteddedon with miſery” 
3 + Like- 
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Likewiſe, there is a great reſpect and conſideration to be obſerved by Parents,in the in Ito 
clinations and natures of their children : for ſome will be perſwaded or reproved with Þ ; 
a word, whereas others. will become more head({trong and rebellious with menacegang Þh 
threats. Had this Captaine attzmpted and practiſed the firſt,and not the ſecondtowarg, Þ 
theſe two Ladies his daughters, peradventure they had never leapt from reaſon to rage, ; 
from obedience to contempt,nor from hope to deſpaire 3 yea, I dare preſume to ayers Þi 
with truth and ſafety, that we ſhould have ſeene them all as happy, as I now feare wee Þ intt 
{hall ſee them miſerable. 
But to proceed with their Hiſtory,they are preſled by the Captaine their father, ang Þ at! 
importuned by the two noble men their Sutors, to finiſh and confirme theſe contrady, Þþ anc 
But Fidelia and Celeſtina with a true ſemblance of diſtaſte, and yet a falſe ſhew of cur. Þ H 
telic, give the deniall to their father 1n particular termes, and tothem in generall : He: Þ 
ſtormes at their diſobedience, and they impute this excuſe of theirs to modeſty, rather {þ ind 
than unkindneſſe : They flatter themſelves with this hope, that ſith they are faire,they Þþ aol 
myit be courteous, and cannot be cruell - or if the contrary, that the Captaine their fi. Þ 
ther will ſo manage his daughters affeQtions, as all things ſhall ſortto their defires and Þþ th! 
expecutionsz but they ſhall come too ſhort of their hopes : for they are neither reſer. Þþ 00 
ved for the Ladies,nor the Ladies for them 3 but whiles thus they are bulie in advancing tl 
the procefle of their affeftions, Fidelia and Celeftina attempt a contrary enterpriſe : fo Þ 
they with teaxes and prayers, requeſt their brother Alcaſero, importunately to ſolicie Þ 
their father intheir behalfe : that hee will not enforce them to marry thoſe whom they Þ t" 
cannot afte&,much leſle obey : which like a noble and deare brother, he performes wi 
much zeale and perſwaſion; but he cannot prevaile with him. nor bring them any othe Þþ ® 
anſ{wer.,than that they muſt and ſhall marry them,and onely thein. | & 
Had this reſolution of their father beene more courteous and lefle rigorous towark ac 
his daughters,this Hiſtory of theirs had not deſerved ſo much pity and compaſſion, na þ © 
would have drawne ſo many ſighs from the hearers,or teares from the Readers:for ſee Þ - 
ing:their father cruelly reſolved to offer violence to their affections, they begin to hate Þ "! 
him,becauſe he will not better love them. And here ( O here) they enter into divellih |Þ * 
machinations, and helliſh conſpiracies againſt him : for as he plots their diſcontents,f | "* 
do they his deſtruCtion. Fidelia and Celeſtina ſee their blood,and cauſe one,and therefor q 
ſo they pretend ſhall be their fortunes; they would reveale their intents and delignes i 
each toother ; but the fact is fo foule and unnaturall,as for a whiles they cannot, butthey Þ 
need noother Oratory than their owne ſullen and diſcontented looks, for either ofthen 
may read a whole Lecture of wicte and chuller in each others eyes, till at length tired Þ 
with the importunity of their tather,and the impatiency of Carp;z,and Monteleorre: Fideld 
as the more audacious of the two, firſt breakes it to her liſter Celeſtina, in this manner Þ 
That ſhee had rather die, then be compelled to marry one whom ſhee cannot affet: 
that the Baron of Carpz is not for her, nor ſhe for him 3 and that fith her father is reſolute Þ 
in;this match, (although ſhe be his daughter) ſhe had rather ſee him laid in his grave, Þ 
than:her ſelfe in Carpies bed. There needs not many reaſons to perſwade that whichye Þ 
defire ; For Czleſtinatells her ſiſter plainly, that ſhe (inall-points) joynes and concunc | 
ingpumion with her, adding withall, that the ſooner their father is diſpatched, the bet Þ 
terz, becauſe ſhe kngwes they ſhall never receive any content on Earth, till he be in Hee 


” ” '* 


vex.c and ſo they conclude he ſhall die. nn TS 

; But alas, what helliſh and divelliſh daughters are theſe, to ſeekethe death of theirfa-- | 
ther, of whom they have received their lives? whoever -read of a Parragide,more inkur þ 
manely cruell,or impiouſly bloody ? ſo if ever murther wentunreyenged, this will nots F 
for we ſhall ſee the, Authors and ACtours thereof moſt: Ginny: ponthed for the ſame: | 
Menand'women.may be ſecret in their ſinnes,but God will-be juſt in-his deerees,and fa- | 
cred in;his judgements: what areligious reſolution had u-been iwthem;tohaye retyred;! | 
and not advanced in this their damnable attempt? but thay are.too.prophane to haves: | 
much. pity,and40G,outragious to haxken to thisreligiousreaſon:yea;theyafetoo impious | 


— 
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© ſechearken ro Grace, and roo revenizefull and bloody niinded, to pivSEhtteGithGr ts Fee- 
5. Duty of Religion. So now, like two incenfed and implacablt Fires, pot tt 


ow, fand in what mrariner they may free themſelves of their Father'?? FYdelpa pre Jpoſeth' 
livers d2grees and ſeverall ſorts of murthers, but Celeſtizz likes none bf them ;®in ſome! 
he finds too much danger, in others too little aſfurance3- and therefore, as'yottis as ſhe _ 
We invchts a plot as {trange.as ſubtile,and as malicious'and daboical as arc ſhe 
:1formes her,that tobe rid of her father,there cannot be a ſecurer cotirſe.thattt engage 
the Baron Of Carpz, and the Knight of Moxteleon to murther hims # = Woenthrs here 
ir ſaying, it will be impoſſible for them to be drawne to performe try know 
| nd ſee,that the Captaine their father loves them ſo well,as will orfll, they mt} betheir 
- Þ Huſbands. But C#leſtina's revengetull plot 15 Further fetch'd ,and'tmore cunnjngly fpun?; 
Hee Þ for ſhe hath not begun it,toleave itraw and untiniſhed,butisſo confident in hex divelliſh 
ther © induſtry,as ſhe affirmes ſhe wil perfeft and make it good: Fideliademands ho? Celeſting 
| infvereth, Thatthey both muſt make a fejigned and flattering ſheiw,to th ne their dis 
| {aſte,and now to affect Carpz and Montelcon, whom befare they could not; that havins iti 
2nd Þ this manner drawn them to their lure, when they attempt to utge marriage,” they ſhall 
ſer. & both agreeto enforme them, that it is impoſfible for them to obtaine it, whilesrhe.Cap4 
in  14re their father lives, ſith albeit in outward appearante he make a faire [hetp/ Sina 
| thery their Huſbands;yet that he means and intends riothing leſſesfor that he Bith' given 
te Þ them expreſſe charge and command (at any hand)notto loveor affe&t them" which'is 
| the maine and ſole cauſe, that hath ſo long with-held'them from making ſoonetYemon® 
it & ſtations of their affettions towards them :and this(quoth ſhe)willoccalion and provoke 
te © them to, attempt it 3 adding, that by this meanes they may giyetwo ſtrokes with qne 
ſtone, and ſo not only berid of our father, but likewile of Carp? and Monteleon, who per- 
* adventure may be apprehended, and eKechited for' the fact ; .and for our ſafegard ai 
| ſecurity, we will powerfully conjure arid ſweare them to ſecrecy.” ds 
| There is no web finer than that of the Spider, nor treachery fubtiller than thar of a 
| woman;eſpecially if ſhe contemne Chagity for Revenge, her Sonſe for her Body, God fo 
| $1144, and conſequently Heaven for Hell how elſe could this young Lady lodge ſore? 
; renpefil a heart in ſo {weet a Body, or ſhroud ſuck bloody conceits and inventions uh 
| fo faire and ſo beautifull complexion.” _- 
| Biltthe Parther, though his ſkinne be faire;yet his breath is infeQtious : and we tnany 
| tim&s\ee,that the fquleſt Snake lurks under the greeneſt and beayitifulleſt Jeaves,, Fjtlez 
 figrvesan attentive eare to this her ſiſters bloody Sratagemzand defignc; ſhe finds it fure, 
| andtheptobabilities thereof apparant and eafie,andtherefore i ves of it." $6 theſe 
: REN yer bloody fiſters vow, without delay, toferit op ot: and ini ptattice? . 
© IstheNatureof Revenge tolooke forwards, ſeldome backwards but'tid wetmeas 
© fect beginning by the end, as well as the end by the = affe&ivhswould 
| G@vourgffarmore Religion, and of far lefle impiety, and weeſhtioald they rejoyce inf 
] tat hich we muſt now repent, but cannot remedy. They take time at 4dya ala 7.nd 
l permgencly acquaint Carp; and Monteleon with it. The paſſions of affettion prove of 
| FRe yOwereal thanthoſe of Reaſon, they ſuffer themſelves to be vanquiſhed and 
| da ay y the pure beauty and ſweet 0ratory of theſe rwo diſconterited and treachel 
| roty Ladies, without conſideting what poiſon lurkes undertheit ſpeeches, / an# danger 
| Under their tangues : ' They commit a groſle and maine erronr;'1n'relying'more oh the 
| Uaugheers youth, than the fathers gravity; on their verball.than his teall affedtion; and 16 
| ies Irma to the daughters,in a very ſtore time, tofree them ofthe Captaine 


Ie rfather, It was a baſe vice in Gentlemen of theirranke,ro viojate the Laws of Hoſ- 

talty,inſo high'a degree, as'to Kill him'Wholoved them ſo deattly, and entertained 
| them ſocourteoufly : arid itis firange,thatboth their humors were ſo ſtrangely vicious, 
| atoconcurand'ſym athize ti thi attempt of this execrable murther : But whit cannot 
| Viceperforme,or Ladies procure bftheir Lovers, at leaſt if they lobe Beauty Better than 
| Verrueand Pleafiure;thanPiery: 0 1 T_T SET 


Z © Captaine 


OT nw eros ere ner 
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_ Captaine Fenevente is many times accuſtomed after dipner to ridetohis Vineyaq þ 
and now and then to 4lpiata.a neighbour village, where hee is familiarly (ifnorttog A 


mer acqagarcd with a Lenants wife of his, whom hee loved inher youth, wh { 


Go and Monteleone take their two Lacquaies, Lorenzo and Anſehmo with them, aſloor 
ast 


ſo manyFiends and Divells,they all fourerulh forth the thickets,and(withour any othe | 
forme) with their Swords and Piſtolls, (after ſome reſiſtance) kill them dead'to te 


.. Leave.weCarp: and his Laquay poaſting for Nepler, and let us ſee what accidentyil Þ 
{peecily befall Mozte-lcone. It is impaſiible for nzurther to goe long unpuniſhed; More þ 
eone and bis Laquay Az{elmoſhallere they IG re, {ze this poſition yerified in then Þ 

For We the other tor his Laquay, 


. + ; , 


downe dead underhim, which doth Þ 


es _w _._w—O_ WW CO. wk —=—NRG499,.._wy_P>@ won, pres Hs $#% foggy N}PÞ ep 12}, D3 F C2 - EÞ i 


Lyquay.and ſothey are both drowned,and haye neither the Grace nor, power to byeath 
or ſpeake a word more. 7. TT OO” 
. . Gods Judgements are ſecret and inſcrutable : had they had time torepent;th y bad | 
d, than wiſhed, the ER 


Y 
o 
- 


ut thels, twoof, fire and water, are the moſt terrible; the moſt ynpetious, Wer | 


pringy, an{00 þ 
2 S00, ot ther Wy | is ſervant! 
' friendsmourne and lament for his abſence,and his two accu (ef) dangers, they ſeem 


0 1 ſhortly te and dy mW 
revenged. They lay all the Countrey to PEPE newes pf.thei Þ 


father, and'ſpeedily by poaſt advertiſe their brother A4lqa/ero hereo at Nap jo 
. $ IC br <4 ef ths) bs Wits ELLA 
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of the fac, which they are the ſooner enduced to believe, in A Ne is] 7 3n Li 
| tobe found : but they ſhall ſoone ſeg the contrary, and that as he Was a Faith all Fatal 
e Companian to hj 5 


| death. And although Alcaſero his ſonne uſe all poſſible ze | 
| bisfather, yet [1 ſith Earth cannot, now Heaven will reveale the newes and ſfghto ban. 
| Foras ſome neighbouring GentlemenChis kingfolk ks and friends are hunting 5 2 3ggs 
| neere Alpiata,they purſue himon horſebacke 

| tired, he runs for refuge and ſhelter, thorow the buſhes and bryars. intothe ſame 


| dte bp, gra Fromente decently ,, and his father honpyrably, SO PHIG A 
neteffity and” rick netle 0. Frhe time would. petmif him. T4 
Ttis how 4 Ca fro s curiofity a and care ta Wt Fi TY ke murtherers of his fa Ita. ni 


for his filters, TOs are ſo Trrelg) ous and dytetchec 
| &lud clud WE the wo 
| not from their hedtf $M ch 
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| amazed hereat,comes away with all poſlible ſpeed and expedition: His tw 
| | noe wonderfully mourne and lament for 'the a5 of. their Srl a oo, mo 
{eng five dates paſt and no newes of him, they begin to uſps Lang ee 


madeaway and murthered 3 and becauſe Fiazezto.was alone wit 


if 


03, 


to their father his maſter , during his life , ſohee wasa. try 7 
eand ingultry ta fin 


ome five or Wa ixe houres, and at laſt. VIBE: t 
O 


Quarry , where the dead bodies of Captaine Bexevente, and his man Friamento were 


| trowne. The Gentlemen hunters my from their horſes, and with their Swords 


| b Moves, nf rod mas were eickly cleared of chat: alouſie THO nem ecauſet 
| finde rich Env his Makers fingers pn ſtore'0 Ie in his pockets 1 Juey's = 


Het toT Time eh ye d, th e, Aw 


Ore he At I Ty tb be ae aber wi 
- petobelng, th al a FC trans wit itto Ojr Homo hes a he whole 
Git fament and bewalle this tragicall dual {tet : becaule.theſe dea corp; ; Of: t! hezts, 
Woe be feceived Wrong i in being {olong above ground,; leaſero that night giyes them 1, 
0 


as they thinks tg mockeCq 
er! lt oigyraings | butt. Ws 
| Yo 


ith cheirammod 
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ralhe afe all th Fee in armed, More: -lone and | Us 1; gu u2y Apt! 


| pal hel NY nee whegeark craters and $ two Nt, : tri 
| Fey who now {ces lier {el reed, not one Ag e opting er fathen 
omthe oy 7 eh alſo of Bo Fog Not 1c her, Sutc Wh 10M the copl peer | 
| Gon es ous riccll le.as ION bay rejp Nine hers, reper ity .at 
| dents; y EN 6 be Netghrly and trivi hy: ver he remem] O 
ol imeh b of d ing Af th exW fe, or a [i | 
n $i oy No he weare 55h 1E 1 a re and "Ce 
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da 
| TE Gallantofh o Fon chog ns her halbandhus F,,my Come tor tba 
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0 opes, afid perchance finde a halter for her necke, before a wedding Ring for 


. As fot her brother Alcaſers , his thoughtsare roving and roaming ancthes 
way fot hefinges it ſtrange that the Baron of Crp/ comes notto condole with him fo 
kiSfather, and r6 Continue his fuite and affetion to his fifter Fidelia, whereat hee both 
adihites arid wonders, and not onely takes it'in ill, part, but alſo beginsto ſuſpe&; 4 
caft many dotibts and jealonſies thereon 3 and what the iſſuethereof will be, or what 
effe&; it will produce, we ſhall ſhortly ſee. But a moneth ortwo being blawne away, 
CarpiHeiring' no ſuſpition or talke of him, and thinking all things in a readinefle fg; 
him tg be aſfured and contrafted to his L2dy and Miſtris Fjdelie3 hee takes a new [1. 
juzy;2hd apparelling him ina contrary Livery, fendshim ſecretly to Otranto with this 
Et erto her : i. {aan 13 | | 


= T4 
's 


a Fw \ CAxP! to Fiofbi ; 
TT Here are ſome reaſons that ſtay me for not comming to Otranto, #0 condole with thee fr 
1 the death of thy Father,which what they are, none.can better zyjagine than thy ſelfe : whey 
#hy ſorrowes are overblowne, I will come to thee , in hope to be as joyfpll in thy preſence , as thy 
abſence rakes me piſerable. 7 have given thee | true ana /o reall a proofe of my affeition, as tha 
ſhoWtaeſt offer nee palpable injuſtice, and tothy ſelfe extreaine injury to doubt thereof: For what 
ereater teftimony canſt thou futurely exeped@ ,, than to believe I will ever preferre thy Iove befmr 
ning owne life + if thy conſtancy anſwer mine,Heaveti zzay, but Earth cannet crofſe our dere. 


7 Prop feniſe zee how w brother [tarids affeted to onr affetions 5 thy anſwers ſhall have may 
h ied and I will ever both banonr and bleſſe that band that wth. ooo, 
8 IQL A — I ASCITES & 0 | ; Cars. 


| Mt tte! >mends, and requelteth an anſwer.Frgebs 
receives the oye and promiſeth the other : but ſheis perpiened fn troubled in minds 


Li 
4 


| 01 FIChe bf I: i: 1 QDNN 
ſhall open this Letter ls 


cnight haye [tcered her tg the Portof happineſle and ſafety; and fo fils the ſayles ny 
which before ſhe loved, and to love ſolitarine({e, which before Thee hated; yea, thef 


TElthar $88 fo haugt her thoughts, 604 frequent Her ian 


4 


e ſhadoy, and thinks,that not onely every: Wet 


the ſoule * her ſþcechi als 
200 paſty (he pipper Vencrane ſpmpiargs Ges 
an 


ty;t0 


nd nov 
xd peraſerh itz wine 
Yersinto'fo firange;and'fo implacable a patiion,as ſhe'oticehad thoughtto have thromm 
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| his Letter into the fire, and her ſelfeafter. Now ſhe is reſolved to write backe toCarpz, 
| ,n&then preſently ſhe changeth her reſolution , and vowes ſhee will anſwer him with 
| Hence. But the Divell 18 as {ubrill as malicious 3 and ſo ſhe cals for Pen and Inke,and 
| ut of the dregges of diſcontent, and the gall of deſpaire, writes and returnes him this 


F1DELIA to CARPT. 


7 Fathers death hath altered my diſpoſition 3 for I am now wholly addifFed to mourning, 

and not to marriage. T pray trouble not thyſelfe to leave Naples, to come to condole with 
| "12jn Otranto - for the beſt comfort that I can receive, is,that it is impoſſible for mee to receive 
| an; I never doubted of thy Fa » Mor will give thee any Jaſt cauſe to ſuſpeF , much leſſe to 
| {ure mine. If this will not ſu ce,reſt aſſured Thave reſol:1ed,that either my grave,or thy ſelfe ſhall 
' be my Hwaband. How my brother ſtands affeFed to thee, is a thing difficult for me to underſtand 
' or know, ſith I am onely his Siſter, not his Secretary 3 but in all outward appearance, Ithinke hee 
| wither loves thee for my ſake, nor myſelfe for thine. Live thou as happy,as T feare T ſhall die 


| miſerable. | 
| FIDELIA. 


What a fearefull Leter is this, either for F:delia to ſend, or Carpi to receive : but her 
| diſtempered and diſtracted ſpirits can aftord no other z and therefore ſhee diſparcheth 
| away the Laquay with this. And now (as if her thoughts tranſported her to hell) ſhee' 

cannot be alone, for the Devill is ſtill with her - hee appeares to her in the ſhape of an. 
| Angell of Light,and profers her mountaines of ealth,and Worlds of Hoxour,it ſhe will 
 falldowneand adore him. To rebell againſt God isafinne : but to perſevere in our re- 
| bellion, is not onely a contempt, but a treaſon in the higheſt degree againſt God. The 
| beſt of Gods people are commonly tempted 3 but thoſe are; and prove the worſt;,wha 
| reovercome with temptation. Fortztrude 18 a principall and foveraighte vertue in Chriſti= 
73 andif we vanquiſh the Devill, it is good for us thathe aſſaulted usſith thoſe 'Vitto- 
| ries(as well ſpirituall as temporall) are ever moſt glorious and honoitable, which are 
| achieved with greateſt danger. Had Fdelia followed the current of this counſell;, and 
| the ſtreame of this adviſe, ſhe had never beene fo weake with God, nor ſo'unfaithfull to 
her ſelfe, as to deſtroy herſelfe : but forſaking God, and contemniitig prayer, whith'is' 
the true way to the trueſt felicity , what canſhee hope for but defpaire; or expeCtbut; 
&ſtruction > Her brother Alc:ſoro,and many of her kinsfolkes, neighbours, arid friends 
(with theirbeſt zeale, and poſſible power ) endevour to petſwade*and*comfort her; 
_ her to read religious bookes, and continually to pray” SFe heatkneth to' 
theſe counſels, but neither can, or will not follow either : Her ſſeepesate but bro- 
| ken ſlumbers , and her ſ]Jumbers but diſtracted dreames 3 and ever and anon it ſeemes* 


(tothe eyes of herminde and body) that the'Captaine her father doth{both ſpeake to' 
herand follow her. In a word; ſhe is weary both of this'world,and'of her life; yea,de-" 
| ſpaire, cr rather the Devill /hath reduced hertothisextreame miſety,, 'and miſerable 
| extremity, that ſhee is ready to kiſle that hand'that would kill hero,r that/Death which 
| yould give herdeath : She never ſees a-kmte mthe hands of arother,” but ſhee wiſherh' 
 tinher owne heart : her Conſcience dork ſo terribly accuſe her; ard her thoughts pive 
 F idfach bloody evidence againſt her conſcience and herfctfe, for occationing her Fa! 
\ | thersmurther, that ſhe reſolves ſhe muſt dic, and therefore'difdainesto live. And now 


comes her ſiſter C#leſtina to her,to perſwade and conferte'with her; but ſh& will prove 


| F buta miſerable comforter. Fidelia ſees her with hatred and'deteftation., and when ſhee 
| Peginsto ſpeake, very peremptorily and mourntully cuts off her ſpeeches thus: 45 /iter; 
| mould wee had ſlept when wee plotted our fathers tteath; for in ſeeking his rume,we ſha! ohirealy 
| finde ont our owne © Provide you for your ſafety, for T an paſt Sp oFutes ard fo vet oit ont of 
þ 7 febt.l know not whether the beginning of this her ſpeech ſavoured more of Heavs ; 


then 
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then the end thereof doth of He/ - for ſure if we paſſe hope we come too ſhort of ſalv, | 


tion 3 and if we forſake that, this infallibly will forſake us. 


This poore, or rather this miſerable Geztlewoman, having alwaies her murthered f. Þ 
ther before hereyes, (which inceſlantly haunts her as a ghoſt, and yet ſhee enforcedy, Þ 
follow it as her ſhadow ) is powerfully allured and provoked by the inſtigationof the Þ 
divell,in what manner,orat what rate foever, to diſpatch her ſelfe,bcing ſo wretched 


inſtructed in faith and piety , and ſhee addes and believes, that the end of her life wil 


prove not onely the end of her aftlictions, but the beginning of her joyes. But, O poor þ 
Fidelia, with athouſand pities and teares, - I both pitty and gricye to ſee thee believeh Þ 
infernall an Advocate : for what joy cither will he, or can he give thee ? Why, nothin þ 
but bondage for liberty, torments for pleaſures, and tortures for delights - or if tha 
wilt have me ſhew thee whereat his flattering oratory, or ſugred infinuation tendethy i 


is onely to have thee deſtroy thy body in earth, that (asa triumph and Trophee tothe Þ 
enlargement of his obſcure kingdome) he may drag thy body and ſoule to hell fire. Bu Þ 
Fidelia 18 as conſtant in her ſinne, as impious in her reſolution; and ſo (all delayes {« 


apart) ſhe ſeekes the meanes to deſtroy her ſelfe : ſhe procures poyſon,and takes it, by Þ 
the effect and operation thereof anſwers not her deſires. I know not whether ſheets Þ 


more impatient to live then willing to die. We never want invention, ſeldome meansty i 


doe evill alittle pen-knife of hers, fhall in her conceit performe that which poyſo 
could not:ſhe ſeeks it,and now remembers it 15 with her paire of knives, in the pockets! 


her beſt gowne:ſhe flies to her ward-robe, and ſo to her pocket,but finds not her knive, Þ 
onely ſhe finds her Naples-lilke girdle in ſtead thereof. The Devils inſtruments are nevi 


1 


far to ſeeke ;, ſhee thinkes it as good to ſtrangle her throat,as to cut it : And here come Þ 
Her mournefull and deplorable Tragedy, ſhe returnes ſwiftly to her chamber,boltsthe Þ 


oore,and ſo (which I grieve and tremble torelate) faſtens it to the teaſter uf her bed, : 
and there hangs herſclfez and as it 1s faithfully reported, at that very inſtaut , andfa 
the ſpace of an houre,it thundred and lightned ſo cruelly, as if Heaven and Earth were 


drawing to an end, that not onely the chamber where ſhee hung , but the whole houk Þ 
ſhaked thereat: The thunder being paſt, and the ſkies cleared, dinner is ſerved onthe 
Table.,and Alcaſero and Celeſtina ready to lit, they call for their liſter Fidelia, but ſheei 
not tobe found. One goes to her chamber,;and returnes, that her key is without fide, 
andthe dore bolted within, and yet ſhe anſwersnot. They both flie from the Tablet 
her chamber, and call and knocke.but no an{wer.Alcaſers commands his men to break: 
open the doore, which they doe,and there ſees his ſiſter F;4el;a hanging to the bed-ſteed 
ſtark dead. They cry out as affrighted & amazed at this mournfull and pitifull ſpectacl, 
and with all (peed take her down; but ſhe is breathleſle,though not cold;and they ſeeal 
Her face and body,which were wont to be as white as ſnow.,now to be coale black, tv. 


ſtinke infinitely. Theſe are the wofull effe&s,and lamentable fruits both of Deſpaire and 
Arrther;zO,may Chriſtians of all ranks,and of both ſexes,take heedby Fidelia's mournful 


and miſerable example,and withall remember that murther will (till be revenged &pi- 
ſhed,eſpecially that which is perpetrated by children toward their parents; a ſin odiow 
both to God and man, (ith ii uot onely oppoſeth Nature,but Grace 3 Earth, but Heaven 

No ſooner;(with griefe and mourning) hath Alcaſero buried this his naturall, yet un: Þ 
naturall ſiſter Fidelia, but as his other ſiſter Celetina weepes for her death, ſoſhee againe Þ 
rejoyceth that her fiſter hath no way revealed the great buſineſ(l-, which ſo much con-Þ 


cernes her, I meane the murtherof the Captaine her father. But Time will detect andre-P 


venge both it and her. - And that wee may not ſeeme extravagant in the narration and Þ 
unfolding of this Hiſtory,flie wee from Otranto to Naples,and leave we the fatall and wo 
full Tragedy of F7delia, to ſpeake a little of the Baron of Carpi her Lover, who hath ycta Þ 


great part toaCt upon the Fheatre of this Hiſtory. 


He hath no ſooner received Fidelia's Letter by his Loquayybut he much wonders and | 
grievesatthe contents thereof: he ſees her cold in heratfeCtion towards him , and hot Þ 
in deſpaire to herſelfe , and thinkes, that as it is in her power to rejoyce him with her 

| | D —.  affectnj 
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| Hiſt. XITII. Benevente and hu two bloody daughters. 
| "F:0ion, ſo it may be in his to comfort her with his preſence: bat her requeſt and his 
| conſcience informe him, that it is yet too ſoone to leave Naples to fee Otrarto; and yet 


«| thathe may not faile in the complement and duty of a Lover, he reſolvesto viſit her by 
| Letter,though not in perſon,and ſo writes hertheſe few lines. | 


joy,6s thy firſt did g reefe,and I ſhall then triumph at my good fortune as much as Inow 
| pity thine, and in that mine owne : 


lb ct _— _ 


263 


CARPI to FIDELIA. 
Ere thy requeſt not puyLaw,Twould ſeeFidelia to comfort her,and comfort 21 ſelfe to ſee 
her : But th I muſt be ſo unfortunate,as in one Letter to receive two different ſorrowes, 


| m refuſal, and thy deſpaire : what remedy ( or Antidote ) can I more aptly adminiſter, than 
| patience 0 the firſt, and Prayer to the ſecond. If thou weigh matters aright, Thave more occaſion 
F orrow than thy ſelfe, and yet T ama ſo farre ſrom deſpairing, as Thope Time will give thee con- 
| (lation and me Content. Endevour to love thy ſelfe and not to hate me; [0 ſhalt thou draw felz- 
cy out of affliFion, and Tſecurity out of danger. 1 hope thy brother will not follow thy fathers 


ſteps. his afteFion to thee, ſhall be mine to himjelfe « Let thy ſecond Letter give me _ ſo much 


arent and 
CARPI. 


He ſends this Letter of his to Otranto, by his Lacquay Fieſeo,who carried his firſt; but 


| hemuſt goe into another world if he meane to deliver it to Fidelza:He comes to Otrarto, 
| andrepaires to Captaine Bewevente's houſe : whereas he is walking in the ſecond Court: 
| Aleuſero being very ſolitary and penfive at a window, leaning his head on his hand, and 
| deepely and ſeriouſly thinking what two fatall diſaſters were befallen his houſe, as the 
| lofſe of his father and ſiſter, he by chance eſpies this Lacquay Freſco 3 at whoſe light his 
| heartbeats, and his blood very ſuddenly flaſheth up in his face : heeexceedingly won- 
| dershereat, and attributing every extraordinary motien in himſelfe, a ſtep or degree 
| tothe diſcovcry of his tathers murther, whereon his thoughts were alwaies fixed , and 
| could never be withdrawne : he ſends a Gentleman of his named Flantings, toenquire 
| whoſe Lacquay it was, and what was his buſinefle. Plartinys deſcends and examineth 
| bim, but he 15 cloſe, and will reveale nothing. Hee entreats him to enter aud taſte the 
| Wine, which he doth 3 wheningaging,and leaving him in the Celler, he trips up to his 
| Maſter;and acquaints him with his anſwer,adding withall,that fome fifteene dates fince 
| hefaw him here before. Alcaſero commands this Lacquay to be brought before him, he 
| examines him, but he will not diſcover himſelfe ; hee threatens him with the whip, and 
| mpriſonment,but he cannot prevaile. It is a vertue ina ſervant to conceale his maſters 
| ſecrets. 4lcaſero is angry at his ſilence and fidelity, yet commends him : he bethinks him- 
| ſlfeof another courſeand fubtilty, as well knowing that faire words may obtaine that 
| which threats cannot; he prayes him to dine with his ſervants,and enjoyneth Plantinus 
{ tobring him-to him in the Garden after dinner, the which he doth : Alcaſerotakes him 
| apart,and tels him.that ſome fifteene daies paſt he ſaw him here : Fze/co anſwereth him 
| vith filence. Alcaſero finds much perturbation in his heart, and diſtraction in his lookes 
| ndſpeech;_- he thinkes this boy canreveale ſomething which he ought to know, and 


therefore thinks to ſurpriſe him with a ſilver hooke; he profers him twenty Duckets,and 


| layes t downe before him, to diſcover himſelfe and his bufineſle. 


Gold is, but ought not to be a powerfull bait to.indiſcretion and poverty. Itisa ſimall 


| point of ſmall wiſedome in Noblemer to commit ſecrets ofimportance to thoſe who have 
| tomuch folly, and too little judgement to conceale them. The ſight of this gold doth 
| notonely dazle Fieſco's eyes, but eclipſe his fidelity; ſo he holds it no linne towards God, 
| nortreachery towards his maſter to reveale it; but takes it, and informes him that he 
| the Baron of Carps his Lacquay, who ſent him from Naples thither, with a Letter from 
| timto the Lady Fidel;a his fiſter. Alcaſero growes pale hereft , andis very curious and 


ſy to ſee the Lerner : Fizcs delivers it him, who ſteps afide, and readsit : — = 
PIUCKS 
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plucks his hat downe his fore-head, and ſo making three or foure paces,reads it orez. 
gaine. He is perplexed to know as much as he ſecs, and grieved not to ſee and finde, 


much ashe defireth toknow : he now confirmes his former ſuſpition of Carp;,and þe. rel 
lievesthat he is a chiefe Actor or agent in his fathers Tragedy. But he knows it wiſdoms - 
to uſe ſilence in the diſcovery of a crime of thisnaturez and therefore cals Fieſeo to hini, - 


bids him ſtay that night,and to ſpeake with him in the morning before he depart. 

Alcaſero withdraws himſelfe from the garden to his Cloſet,and there againe peraſeth Þþ 
this Letter of Carp-'s: he finds it full of ſuſpition and ambiguities,and perceives it hath; | 
relation to former Lettersyea,there is a myſtery in this Letter,the which he mult unlock Þ o 
and finde outere he be ſatisfied: for although Carp/ be ſquint-eyed,yet he feares he hath Þ 
looked too right on his father. He flies to F7delia's Cloſet, Trunke,and Caſket, and find; 

a former Letter of Carp;'s to her,and the copy of one of hers to him; and the peruſall of Þ 
theſe two letters are Ha farre from diminiſhing his ſuſpition, asit doth augment andin. / 
creaſe itz for now he verily believes that Carpz and his ſiſter Fidelza have joyntly had; 
great hand in his fathers murther. But all this while he doth not once ſo much as ſuſpet q 
or imagine that his other ſiſter Ce/tina hath played any part in this Tragedy: but Time ca 
is the daughter of Truth, as Truth 1s that of Heaven. In the morne hecals for Fieſco,to I, 
whom he gave this farewell : Tel[the Baron of Carpl thy Maſter,that my ſiſter Fidelia irin i 
another world.and not in this,and that fhortly I re ſolve to ſee him at Naples,and that in their Wh 
terim Twill reſerve his Letter. Fieſco departs, but knowes he hath ſo highly betrayed and 
wronged his Maſter, as he dares not ſee him,and ſo ſhewes him a faire paire of heele, 
Such Lacquays far better deſerve a halter than a Livery.Carpi wonders at his Lacquays 
long ſtay : In which meane time Alcaſero comes to Naples, where he is yet irreſolute,whe | 1 
ther to accuſe Carp; by the order and courſe of Law,or to fight with him;but he reſolvs Þ 1, 
to do both; & that if the Law will not right him forthe murther of his father,his ſword 
ſhall. He goes to the Criminall Fudges,and with much paſſion and ſorrow accuſeththe Wcou 
Baron of Carpi for murthering of the Captaine Bexeverte his father; and for proofe here» Whut 
of produceth his two Letters to his ſiſter Fidelia, and the copie of one of hers to hin Wirſ 
Whereupon the Judgesgrant power to apprehend Carpz, ſo heis taken and conſtituted MClo 
priſoner; and now hee hath leaſure to thinke onthe baſcneſle and foulneſle of his fa, Wax 
But he is ſo far from dejecting himſelfe to ſorrow, or addifting himſelfe to repentance uj 
as he puts a brazen face on his lookes and ſpeeches,and ſo peremptorily intends andre Wee 
ſolves to deny all. Had he had more grace; orleſle impiety,he would have made better 
uſe of this his impriſonment, and have ſhewen himſelfec at leaſt humble, ifnot ſorrow- 
full,for his offence and crime. But he holds it wiſdome,in greateſt dangersto ſhew molt 
courage and reſolution, and ſo makes himſelfe fit to grapple and encounter with allac- 
cidents and occurrences whatſoever. 

Men may palliate their ſinnes,but God will finde them out and diſplay them in their 
naked colours.Alcaſero is an importunate ſolicitor to the Judges todraw and haſtena 
Carpi his arraignment: But they (reſembling themſelves) proceed therein modeſtly and 
gravely : they conſult,and conſider the three Letters : they finde conjecturall ſentences 
enow to accuſe, but no ſolid proofe to condemne him : they hold , that their opiniow | 
ought not to be ſwayed with the wind of every preſumption, and that it is not fit ſotre {ine 
vially to ſet thelife of a man at ſix and ſeven. Beſides, asthey approve of Alcſero hisa Wen 
fe&tion to his father, ſo they diſlike of his impetuoſity and vehemency towards Cari. at 
They all reſolve to lay the Sword of Jxſticein the ballance of Equity, and then ordaine, Wt 
that Carp; ſhall be rackt, to ſee whether they candraw more light from his tongue; than Þery 
from his pen.-But he endares theſe his tortures and torments with wonderfull conſtancy Mime 
and ſtill denies all. Had his cauſe beene morereligious and humane, and not fo bloody, {ure 
this fortitude and courage of his had beene as praiſe-worthy, as now it is odiousand er: FIG, 
ecrable. The Court by ſ-ntence (pronounced in open Sexate) acquit and cleare Carp? 
this murtherz whereat Alcatro — repinesand murmures. 

C 


It is not enough that Carpihath now eſcaped this danger for 4/caſero remainesſii 
con 
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ooſtant in his conceit, that he is the murtherer of his father,and'therefore'yvowes and 
reſolves 10 fight with him 2 He lets paſle ſome 1x weekes time, till he be found of : his 
imbs,and then reſolves to ſend him a challenge. Had Carp? beene inriocent, ithad been 
ne Bf nore honourable and requiſite , that hee had challenged Alecgſers, than Alcaſero him 3 
n, Þcchis cauſe being unjuſt, and his conſcience fearefull, he dares not runne the hazzard, 

be deſirous Or ambitious to fight with 4{caſero: which if he had attempted, Alcaſers 
th Þ ,al anticipate and prevent him; who making Plartirys his 'ſecond,hee out of the aſhes 


14 B fhis ſorrow.and the fire of his revenge,ſends him to Carps with this Billet of Defiance. 


th Þ ALCASERO to CARPI- 

ds | | | | 

of Þ A Lthough the Law have cleared thee for the murther of iny Father.yet myConſcience caukot, 
n A and my Rapier will not. Tſhould bs a monſter of Nature,not to ſeeke revenge for his death, 


la WÞ fobor 1 have received my life. Could I give peace to my thoughts,or unthinke the cauſe of my 
& I dicfer, 1 world not ſeeke to bereave thee of thy life, with the hazard of mine owne. But finding 
7 not onely difficult, but impoſſible.pardon me if Trequeſ# thee to meet me ſingle, at eight of the 
cicke after ſupper ,«t the Weſt end of the common Vinezard,where Twill attend thee with a couple 
irs, the choice whereof ſhall be thine,and the refuſall minecor if thou wilt make nſe of a Se- 
ind, bee ſhall not depart without mecting one to exchange a thruſt or two withhim. | 


'* WS 


d , 

3 ALCASERO- 

s i | |  1_=_ | 
» & Whiles the Baron of Carpi is triumphing to ſee how hee hath bleared theeyes of his 
s i ndges, and fo freed himſelfe from the feares and danger of death; behold , Flartinus 
d rs him out,and delivers him Alcaſero his Challenge. He takes it,and with a variable 


countenance reads it, whereat he finds a reluCtation & combat, not only in hi: thoughts, 
but his Conſcience, whether ſhee ſhould accept or refuſe it. His Hoxonr bids him doc the 
fr but his Conſcience wills him to performe the ſecond + it were better to be borne& 
Coyne than a Coward. Beſides if hy ſhould refuſe to fight with 4/caſero,he upon the. 
matter makes himſelfe guilty of the Captaine his fathers death. He knowes hee bath ant 
wjaſt cauſe in hand, but hee preferres his Howoxr before his Life., when ſetting a good 
ficeupon his reſolution, he addreſleth himſelfe to Plartings thus - | | 
Sir] preſume you know this buſinefle: for I take you to be Alceſers's Second.He hath 
(replyed Plantirtys) done me the honour to make choice of me, in ſtead of a-more wor- 
thy. Well(quoth the Barore of Carp;) tell thy Maſter from mee, That although I havenor! 
deſerved his malice, yet that I accept his challenge, and will performe it, onely I muſt 
fyht ſingle, becauſe I am at preſent unprovided of a Second, Plaxtiinmts(as full of Valour 
#Fidelity) prayes him, that he may not ſee his hopes and defires fru{trazed, but that he 
hay enjoy part of the feaſt. But Carpi gives him this anſwer, which he bids him take for 
by aſtreſolution 3 That hee will hazzard himſelfe, butinot his friend. So Plartinas res! 
wnes with joy to his maſter, and diſcontent to himſelfe : when nothing proving of 
pojwer,coquench the fire of theſe two Gentlemen courage and revenge,they meet atthe- 
imeand place appointed.Carpi fights with paſſign and vehemency;; Alcaſero with judg=' 
mentand diſcretion.C arp; logkes red and figry, withicholler,andA4lcaſcro pale and gaſtly 
at for feare of his cauſe; but for the remembrance afhis ſorrows: and to conclad a 
nt upthis combat in the iſſue thereof, Juſtice is not now. pleaſed to ſhew the effe&ts'of 
Tpower and influencez nor God that of, his Juſtice, - onely it 1s reſerved for another 
ime,and fora more ſhamefull manner : ſo Carp? hath the belt of the day,for he is onely' 
Wtinhis.right hand, and ſcarred over both his lips, as if the providence and'pleaſure. 
God had ordained, that that. hand which committed the murther, and thatmouth: 
ich denied it , ſhould bee purpoſely punifhed, and no part elſe. As for Alraſers;. 
ic had five ſeverall wounds, whereof one being thorow the body, made Carp believe 
Fa martall, and the rather, for that.hee fell herein peechleſ tothe y_ FF 
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fo leaving him groveling andweltring in his blood, he'departs, reſting very cotifileſſ th 
thit he wasat his veryilaſt gaſp of life, and pomt of death.But Carp; hisCh3r gzou(ey 
more huinane and charitable than his maſter) leapes over the nexthedve,ind Come4y 
his affiftance: He canes him agam(ſta banke, binds up his'wounds,and wraps Hit jg 
ctoake,and ſo runs to'aLitter,which he ſaw neere him; ' and'prayes the Lady that way 
it;thatſhe would vouchſafe to take in Doz Alcaſero, who was there extreamely anddy 
gerouſly wounded! and this did Carpi his Chirwrgion performe,' inthe abſence of 4; 
ſero's owhe Chirurgion,who ont of ſome dittaſte or forgerfulneſle,came nor ar the hou 
and place aſſigned, according to his promiſe. It was the Lady Marguerita Eſperia, wy 
out of her noble and charitable zeale to wounded Alcaſe#o,preſently deſcended herl;. 
ter, commanded her ſervantsto lay him in ſoftly, and toconvey him to his lodging, 
ſhe her ſelfe is pleaſed to ſtay in the fieldsrill her ſervants returne it her. Tt was ac. 
tefe,anda charity worthy of {0 Howoxrable a Lady as herfelfe : and mm regard w | 
hold itfit.to giveherremembrance and name a place in this Hiſtory. A} Naples, yeuus 
whole Kingdome rings of this combate ; the Baron of Carpi and Alcaſero are (5 joymth) 
highly commended andextolled for the ſame the laſt for his affe&ion and zeals why 
dead father: the firſt, tor giving Alcaſero his life when it was1n his power and pleafiney 
have taken it from him.BurGod will not permit Alcaſeroto die of theſe wounds, butyi 
rather have him live to'fee Carp; die before him , though tha farre more 1pnoble w 
ſhamefull manner. I 
.. As ſooneas Alcaſero's wounds are cured and hee pretty well recovered , heels ar 
Naples,and returnes to Otranto,! where his ſiſter Celeſtinadid as much ſhake and trenblÞ L 
atthe impriſonment of the'Barox of Carpz,as ſhe now rejoyces at his Ifberty*: efpecidl, WW co 
fith ſhee is aſſured, that he hath.no wey accuſed her, norufed her name for the dalſÞ nc 
and murther of her faither,which indeed makes her farre more pleafant ani merrytwſ ſe 
before; and within fix monethe after marries with Sergnior Alanſo Eordovici, when 
ever from her youth ha# loved and affected, and with who ſhe lives in great pleafun, 6 
ſtare,and pompe; and noleſke doth her brother Alcaſero,' who for the courtetiewindh 
Dona Murguerita-Eſperia ſhewed hitmwhen hee was fo dengeronlly wotinded;;m requitl © hi 
thereof doth now-marry the faire Beatin, her onely daitghter, with whom he lived hi 
higheſt content and felicity, as any Gerrtlemar of 7taly, Or of the ' whole world cancilt 
-defire mT - = a 4 | ko FP ys. wm 6 als ; 
/. Butthis $9716 of Carp? « proſperity, and Celeſtinga's happineſieiand' olor mt 
laſtlong'>''for there'is 4 rad rea, forth, which hitudtgerh no om diol 
raine,as well of their fortunesas lives. © Where mencarmot, God'will both .deteftil 
puniſh murthers; yea,by ſuch ſecret meanes arid inſtruments,aswelealt (afpett ori 
gine. They are infallible Maximer,thatwe ate never leſſeſttnred;;than when well 
our ſelves ſecure; nor neerer diriget than wheir we eſteeme vor ſefves farthe(tiftonl 
Andiif any te ſo incredulays,oravT may ſay;{0 irreligiont;#s riot tobelieve ie have th 
burta littlepatience,and they'(hall ififtantly ſee it verified iid made good TH the Bull 
Crrpi;andthe Lady Caleſtina, whothinkitng'thetnſelves now ſafe andfreefroit/alfit 
venſe fortunes, and farall accidents wharfvever;' and ehjoying all thoſeicomentsl 
pleaſures; which their-heattscouldieither defite or wiſh t6enjoy; or which theo 
could. proſtitme or prefens themrz/' they in#moment ſhall be hereaved'of their delight 
abdiglory{and enforced toend theirdates 6H baſe ſeaff6ld; with inach ſhame, ivfnh, 
ahdamifery-The manner is thus Oo 190 oli Bf PRO OD HR! 
1:God many times beyorid'our hopes ahd expetations, *doth fquare out che'ri[e6fl 
Jultioe ;' atoording to that of his will * alFmen: are to bee accountable to him/fof thi 
adtions:, buthe'tonone fob his decrees and reſ6lutions: 'it 45 m hini'to order; nut 
olleys:yeamaty ticheghe'reproves us; but yerwith tioiritent to pardon'us.  Cijrv 
inmatters of Faith andRelipion., proves not anely folly;but impiety :: for as wet? 
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them zand when he pleaſeth;he.will- pumiſh one fin-by-anorther; the which. we ſbaſl now 
fe verified in Lorenzo, the Baron of Carpi his Lavquay; that wretch:d.and bloody Ls- 
-m0.whoas we haveformerly heard, aſliſted this his Maſter to murther Captaine Be- 
woenteand Fiazento,neere Alpiatas who ever ſince being countenanced and authorized 
by his Maſters favour, in reſpect of this his foule fact, whercin his bloody and murthe- 
| ous hand was deeplyand joyntly embrewed wirhi him ; hefrom that time becomes ſo 
46 Jebauſh'd and diflolute in his ſervice, as hee ſpends all that poſſible he can procureor 
| getyea and runs likewiſe extreamly 1n debt, not onely with all his friends, but alſo with 
| 111 thoſe whom he.knowes will truſthim : ſo as his wants being extreamely urgent,and 
tLi-Þ enforced to ſee himſelfe reduced to a miſerable indigence and .povertyz He being one 
| day ſent by the Baror his Maſter to the Senate houſe with a Letter to his Counſellor, hee 
Þ there inthe throng and crowd of peoplecut a purſe from a Gentlewomans (ide, wherein 
| Fas ſome five and twenty Ducketons 1n Gold, was taken with the manner, and appre- 
ended.; and 1mpriſoned for the fact, and the nextmorne his Proceſle was made, hee 
found guilty,and condemned to be hanged : So hes dealt withall by a couple of Fryers 
© iopriſon; who prepare his ſoule tor Heaver - He ſees the foulenelle of his former life, 
andrepents it. The:Baros of Carpi his Maſter, na{ooner underſtands this newes, but he 
| ſhakes and trembles, fearing leſt this his Lacquay ſhould reveale the murther of the Cap- 
taineand his man : whereupon: he reſolveth to tlie 3 but conſidering againe,that if his 
| Lacquay accuſe him not, his very flight will proclaime and make him guilty: he ſtay<s, 

ns 2ndas he thinkes,reſol ves of a better courſe. He goes to the priſon, and deales with his 
mw: Lacquay to be ſecretin the buſineſle he wots of;z proteſting and promiling him,that in 
1; confideration thereof, he will enrich his mother and brothers. Lorexzo tels him,that he 
need not feare; for as he hath lived, ſo he will die his faithfull ſervant : But wee ſhall 

| ſee him have more grace, than to keepe (o graceletfle a promile. Carp flattering him- 
felfe with the fidelity and affection of his Lacquay,r=ſolves to ſtay in the City : but hee 

ſhall ſhortly repent his confidence. He was formerly betrayed by F7e/co, which me thinks 

ſhould have made him more cautious and wiſe, and not ſo ſimple toentruſt and repoſe 

{ hislife on the incertaine mercy of Lorexz9's tongue : but Gods Revenge drawes neere 
7 conſequently he neere his end;for he neither can nor ſhall avoyd the judgment 

Heaven. 

Lorenzo on the gallowes,will not charge his foule with this foule and execrable ſinne 
ofmurther : but Grace now operating with his ſoule, as much as formerly Satan did 
vith his heart, he confeſſeth, that he and the Barox of Ca#pi his Maſter, together with 
the Knight Morzte-leone, and his Lacquay Azſelmo, murthered the Captaine Benevente, 
and his man F:zamento, and threw them into the Quarry , the which hee takesto his 
= is true : and ſo uſing ſome Chriſtian-like ſpeeches of repentance and ſorrow, he 
hanged. | 

kg isno ſooner turned over, but the Criminal Judges advertiſed of his ſpeeches 
Glivered at his death, they command the Baror of Carpi his lodging to be beleagred, 
where he is found in his ſtudy, and ſo apprehended, and committed priſoner, where 
fearemakes him looke pale 3 ſoas the Peacocks plumes both of his pride and courage 
ſtrike ſaile. He isagaine put to the Racke,and now the ſecond time he reveales his foule 
&bloody murther;and in every point acknowledgeth Lorenzoes accuſation of him to be 
ue: So he is condemned.firſt to have his right hand cut off,and then his head,notwith= 
ſanding that many great friends of his ſue to the Viceroy for his pardon. The night be- 
ore he was todie the next morne, one of his Judges was ſent to him to priſon, to per- 

ade him to diſcover all his complies in that murther, belides Moxte-/cone and hisLac- 
uy Anſelvio z yea,there are likewiſe ſome Divines preſent, who with many religious 

exhortations perſwade him to it : . So Grace /prevailes with Nature, and R7ghteonſneſſe 
wth Impiety and (inne in him 3 that hee is now no longer himſelfe, for contrition 
3nd repentance hath reformed him ; he will rather diſreſpeCt Celeſtina, than diſpleaſe 


: whereupon he aftirmes, that ſhe and her deceaſed liſter Fidelza, drew him and 
Aa 2 Mont- 


eta woe re Sa. 
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ookell, [H 


Monte-ltone to murther their father,and his man Fiamente,and that if it had notbeenſy rr 
their allurements atid requeſts, they had neverattempted erther the beginning oreq þ 
of ſo bloody a bufineſſe: * and thus making himſelfe ready for Heaven, and grievingy 
hothing on Earth,but atthe remembrance of his foule fact,he in the {ight of any thay. 
ſand people. doth now loſt his head. If, 2768 | ] 
This Tragedy is no ſGotier ated and finiſhed in Naples, but the Judges of this City. ſend 
away poſt to thoſe of Orrizto, to ſeize on the Lady Celeſtina, (whoin the abſence of he þ 
huſband for the moſt part lived there p A Lady whom1I could pitty-for her youth an{ 
beauty, did not the foulenefſle of her fact fo foulely diſparage and hlemiſh it., She is« 
that inſtant at a Noble-raxs houſe, at the ſolemnity of his daughters.marriage, where ſs | 
is apprehended, impriſoned, accuſed to be the authour and plotter of the Captaintha 
fathers death 5 neither can her teares or prayers exempt her from this aft1Qtonadd 
mi(ery.She was once of opinion to deny it, but underſtanding that the Baron of Carpiard 
his Lacquay Lorenzo were already executed for the {ame 1n Naples , ſhe with a worldd 
teares freely contelleth ie, and confirmes as much as Carpiathirmed + whereupon ine if 
tation of this her inhumane Paracide, ſhe is condemned to have her head cut off, bs Þ 
bod y burnt,and her aſhes throwne ints the ayre 3 for a milder death,and a leſſe puniſh 
ment the Lord will not (outof his Ju ſtice) inflict upon her, for this her horriblc crimg, 
aid barbarous cruelty cornmitted on the perſon of her owne father,or at lea\t ſeducin 
and occaſioning it to be committed on hifm:and it trnotin her hufbands poſlible pow þ 
to exempt or free her heteof.Being ſent backe that night to priſon,ſhe paſlerth it overſa 
m - truth the greateſt part thereof?) in prayer ſtill grieving for her {innes,and mou 
ning for this her bloody offence and erime 5 and the next morne buing brought tobe Þ 
execution,when ſhe aſcended the ſcaffold, ſhe was very humble, ſorrowfull,and repes 
tant, ani with many ſhowfres of reares requeſted her brother 4l/cafers and all her kink 
folkes to forgive her, for occalioningand conſenting to htr father: death,& generallyil 
the world to pray for her ; when her ſighs and teares ſo forrowtully interrupted and6- 
lenced her tongue , as ſhee recommending her ſoule into the hands of her Redeem, 
whom ſhe had ſo hainouſly offended, ſhe with great humility and contririon, kneelin þ \, 
on her knees, and _—_ up her eyes ahd handstowards Heaven, the Executioner wil Þ 
his ſword made a double divorce betwixt her head and her body , her body andha |Þ 
ſoule 3 and then the fire (as if incenſed at ſo fiery a ſpirv)confumed her to athes,and tr Þ | 
aſhes were throwne into the ayre,to teach her.and all the world by her ::x:mple, thath Þ 
mhumane and bloody a daughter,deſervednot eithertotread on the face of this eartha Þ 
to breathe this ayre of life. | —_— 
She waslamented of all who either kmew or ſaw her,not that ſhe ſhrould die, but tw 
ſhe ſhould firſt deſcrve,then fuffer ſo ſharmefull and wtetched a death: & yet ſhe waits Þ 
happierthen her ſiſter F;delia, for ſhe deſpaired, and this confidently hoped for remile 
on and ſalvation. Thus albeit this wretched and execrable young Gentl:wornray lived Þ |; 
impiouſly,yet ſhe died Chr;ft5ayhy:wherefore let us think on that with deteſtation,anda Þ 
this with charity. And here we fee how ſeverely the murther of Captaine Berenerte wi Þ 
by Gods juſt revenge puniſhed,not onely in histwo daughters who plotted it, butall Þ |; 
in the two Noblemen and their two Lan_ who aCted it. Such attempts and rune Þ - 
deſerve ſuchends and puniſhments, and infallibly finde them.The onely way therefot Þ 
for Chriſtians to avoyd the one, and contemne the other,is with ſandtified hearts, dF (1; 
anpolluted hands, ſtill to pray to God forhis Grace;continually to affe& prayer, and iv Þ 14} 
fantly ro praCtife piety in our thoughts,and godlireſenn our reſolutions,and actions, the Þ de 
whichif we be carefall and conſcionable to performe, God will.then ſhrowd us unde Þ h 
the wings of his faverr.and ſo preſerveand proteCt ws with his mercy and providend |; m; 
& weſhall have no caufetofeare either Hw! of Swiws. | | get 
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hi ' Maurice like a bloody will wine, and danmable ſpnn, thrower his Mother Chriſti 12 into a Well 
” | mddrownrs her : the ſame hand ani a-me of his wherewith he didit rots away from has bodys 
"*# amdbeing dijtraſed of bis wits in Prijon, he there confeſſeth his foule and inhumane murther, 


c | for the which he is hanged. 


A = wee did not wilfully make cur ſelves miſerable, Go 1s ſo 

indulgent and mrrcitull rous, as he would make us more 
5 happy 3 but when with high and preſumptuous hands wee 
7 violate the Lawes of Natrre and Grace , of Earth and Heaven, 
10S 2) i in murthering through «nvy thoſe, whom through Duty and 
\Þ| | I MY affCtion wee are bour:d to obey, hanour , cherith and pre» 
if | Je, Mar; ſerve : then it isno marvel], becauſe we firlt forſooke God, 
" [AER <a that he after abandoneth usto our {elves, and linnes, andto 
2/22 S506! the fruits thereot.Calamity,Miſery, Infamy, and Perdition 5 


ly | and that wee may ſee humane cruelty tobe juſtly met with 
n : and puniſhed by Gods upright and divine Juſtice, Loe here in thisenſuing Hiſtory we 
1, [ball ſee a wretched ſon kill his harmletle & deare mother. A very feareful] and lamen- 

| table Parracide,a molt cruell and execrable fa&&, for the wh.ich we ſhall ſee him rewar- 
| ded with condigne puniſhment, and with a ſharpe and infamous death, although not 
| halfeſo deplorable as deſerved. Itis a bitter and bloody Hiſtory, the relation and re- 
y Þ membrance whereof, in the. moſt barbarous and flinty hearts 1sca pable,not onely to in< 

| &*nder compaſſion, but com punction 3 yea,not onely contrition but teares, at leaſtif we 
i þ Yeany place left in us for Pitry.or room for Pietyzthe which if we have,doubtlefſe the 
| dot our reading will not onely bletle, but crowne the beginning , and the beginning 


'Þ fheend thereof, 
| Aa 3: Upon 
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V Pon the North-eaſt ſide of the Lake Lemwar,vulgarly knowne and called the Lake 
of Geneva,(becaulc its payes it full tribute, and makes its chiefeſt Kendezmow be. 
fore that City,whereof it environeth at leaſt one third part.) There ſtands a pretty ſmal 
and ſtrong Towne,diſtant a little daies journey from it, termed Morges,which proper] 
belongs to the juriſdiftion of Berze , one of the chiefeſt Cartons of that warlike people 
and countrey of Sw-ſſer/ard, wherein of very late yeeres, and recent memory, there 
dwelta rich and honeſt Burger,or Burgemaſter (for of Gentry thoſe parts & people are 
not. becauſethey will not be capable) named Martin Halſenorfe, who by his wife Chrijj. 
#4 Snuytſaren. had one onely child a fonne, named Maxrice Halſenofe, now of ſome four. 
teene yeare old 3 whoſe father although he were by profeſſion a ſouldier, and enrolled 
a Lieutenant to one of thoſe Axxiliary Bands of that Countrey which are in pay tothe 
French King yet nevertheleſle his chiefeſt ambition and care was, to make this ſong: 


of his a ſcholler, becaule the ignorance and 1lliteratyre of his owne age , made him to (| 


repent it in himſclfe,and therefore to provide a remedy thereof in his ſonnes youth, fith 
hee now knew and ſaw, that a man without learning , was either asa body withoutz 
ſoule, or a ſoule without knowledge and reaſon , which are her chiefeſt vertues, and 
moſt ſacred Ornaments and Excellencies : Sohee brings him up to their owne Grammar 
Schoole in Merges , where in ſome three or foure yeares h's 2fteCtion and care to ſtudy, 
makes him ſo good a Proficient , as he becomes not onely {ki]full , but perfeCt therein, 
andalmoſt ascapable to teach his Schoolemaſter, as he was to inſtru him : yea, and 
to adde the better Grace tothe Grace of that Art, hee was of ſo milde and ſo modeſt a 
carriage , and the blotlomes of his youth were ſo ſweetly watered with the Heavenh 
dew of Vertue and Piety, as if his manners and himſelfe were wholly compoſed thereof 
ſo that for Lea ning and Goodreſſe he was, and was juſtly reputed , not onely the Mir- 
rour, butthe Phenix of all the youthof Morges3 and as hee eſteemed himſelfe happy 
in his Parcnts, ſo they reciprocally hold themſelves, not onely happy. but bleſſed in 
this their ſonne3 but becauſethe inherent corruption of our Nature, and the perverſ- 
nefle and multiplicity of our ſinnes are ſuch, as they cannot promiſe us any true joy, 
much lefle aſlured and permanent felicity : ſo the Sunne-ſhine of this their Temporary 
content,equally divided in thirds betwixt the Father, Mother, and Sonne, will fhonl 
receive a great Eclipſe, and a fatall diſaſter, which will be to them ſo much the more 
bitter and mournefull, fith both the cauſe and effects thereof were of each of themw- 
thought of.of them all unexpeCted. 

For God in his ſacred decree and providence, ſeeing Martin Halſenorfe the father, his 
ſtrengrh arrived at his full Meridiaz and height , and his daies to their full number and 
period : He, as he fate at dinner jocund _ merry with his wife and ſonne,is ſuddenly 
taken with a deadly {woone, which preſently deprives his body of this life,and ſends his 
ſoule to enjoy the ſweet felicity and ſacred joy and immortality of the life to come: A 
Document which may teach us not to rely upon the rotten priviledges and ſtrengthof 
youth, but ſo toprepare our lives,that death at all places,and in all times,may ſtil} finde 
usarmed and ready toencounterit. A Document which may teach us with the erefted 
eyes as well of our faith as body ſo to looke from Earthto Heaven,that our ſoules be not 
onely ready,but willing to forſake this ſtinking Tabernacle and priſon of our mortality, 
to flie and be admitted into Heaver,that Heavenly Fermſalems, and Celeſtiall City , where 
they may enjoy the bleſſed Communion of the Saints and the greateſt bleſſings of all 
toyes,and the moſt ſoveraigne joy of all bleſſings, then to ſee our Creator and Saviow, 
God'the Father,and Chriſt Feſws his Sonne face toface, wherein indeed all the joyes and 
bleſſings of our ſoules are compriſed and included. 

The death of Halſenorfe the father, is not onely the Argument, but the cauſe of hi 
widdow ( hriſtina's griete,of his ſonne Maxrice his ſorrow, of her teares and groanes, 
of his lighes and affictions; yea, and not to derogate from the truth, I may [teppea 
degree farther,and ſay,That this his death isa fatall herauld, and mournfull harkenges 

| whic 
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which portends and prepares both of them many difaſterous calamities,and wofull mi- 
rrjcs, the which in a manner, ate almoſt ready to ſurpriſe and befall them. | 

This ſorrowfull widow being thus deprived of her deare Huſband, who was both 
her comfort and her joy,her ſtay and her Protector, her Head and her'glory; although 
heleft her a good Eſtate, ſufficient enough to warrant her againſtthe feare of poverty, _ 
and to ſecure her (clfe againſt the apprehenſion of worldly indigence; and wherewith- * 
all to maintaine both her and her ſonne, with ſomewhat more than an indifferent com- 
petency5 yet ſhe ſaw her friends forſake her, and her Huſbands familiar acquaintance 
abandon her, as if their friendſhip died with him, and that their remembrance of him 
yas wholly raked up, and buricd in the duſt of his grave. A moſt ingratefull diſeaſe 
and iniquity of time, rather to be pitied than cured, and reproved than refurmed, ſo fa- 
ding and incenſtantare the unfriendly friendſhips of the world, who for the moſt part 
are grounded on profit, not on Honour, on avarice, not on Vertue, on their owne gold; 


not on the want of their Chriſtian neighbours and brethren but enough of this, and 


gaine to our Hiſtory. | | | | 

Now, if Ch,:ſt;na (for onely by that name T will henceforth intitle her) have any 
comfort or conſolation left her, to ſweeten the bitteraeſle of her Huſbands death, iris 
onely to ſee him ſurvive and hve in her fonne Maxrice, in whoſe vertues and yeeres, her 
hopes likewiſe beginne againe to bud forth and flouriſh 3 when remembring what ati 
earneſt care and defire her Huſband had to fee him a Scholler,as ſhee inherits his goods; 
{lhe will adlume and inherite that reſolution of his : and although ſhe love her ſonnes 
fght, and affect his preſence renderly and dearely, yet thee can give no peace to het 
thoughts,nor take any truce of her reſolutions,till ſhe ſend him from Morges to the Uni- 
we-fity Of Loſanna,lome three leagues diſtant thence, there to perf: Ct his ſtudies and lear- 
;ng,the ſeeds whereofalready ſo hopefully bloſflomed forth,and fruftified in him: To 
which end, her deepeſt affection and care having hearkened out one Deodatus Vareſins, 
:Bachelor of Divinity of that Univerſity, whom fame (though indeed moſt talſly) had 
enformed her to be an expert Scholer, and an excellent Chriſtian, thee agrees with him 5 
when allowing her ſonne an honeſt exhibition, and furniihing him with Bookes, a 
Gowne., and all other neceſlaries, ſhee ſends him away to Loſanna, charging him at his 
departure, to be carefull of his learning, carriage and aCtions, and above all, to make 
piety and godlineſie in his life and converſation,the Regent of all his ſtudies3 when with 

teares of naturall affection, they take leave cach of other, | 
Maurice being arrived at Loſarna, findes out his Tutor Yareſins, who receives and wel- 
comes this his Pupill courteouſly and kindly : but alas, the hopes of Chriſt;ana, the mos 
ther, are extremely deceived in the vertucs of /areſe#s5 becaule his Yices will inſtantly 
deceive both the merites and expectation of her ſozzxe, or rather change nature and 
qualities in him, and thereby ſhortly make him as vitious in Loſarza,as formerly he was 
verruous in Morges - for write with griefe and pity, that todefine the truth aright, it 
was difficult to To whether he were inore learned ordeboſhed, amore perfe& Schol- 
kr,or prophane Chr:tian - for albeit the dignity of his Bachelorſhip of Theologie, did 
hide many of his diftolute pranks, and obſcene impertections,yet his exorbitant deport= 
ment and induſtry, could not ſo cloſely overvaile and obſcure them, but his intempetate 
affeFion to pore 4 en and beaſtly inclination to crunkennefle, began now to become 
obvious and apparant to the eyesand Heads of his Colledge, yea, to the whole Carver- 
ſy: A moſt pernitious and ſwiniſh Vice, indeed too too much incident and ſubjectto 
theſe people the Swiſſers3 but if it had beene immured and contined within theſe Rocks 
*nd Mountaines of Gerz:axy, it had proved not onely a happineſle, but a bleſſing tothe 
other Weſterne parts of the Chriſtian world, where it ſpreads its infeftion like an uncon- 
trolable and incurable Gazgrene, yea, like a moſt contagious and farall peſtilence : {6 
in Pareſivs there was nothing more incongruousand different, than his doctrine and 
Slife, his profeſſion and converſation, his Theorie and his Pra@ice, bis knowledge and 


his will. But if the head-ſprings and fountaines be corrupted with this vice and drun- 
| kennefle; 
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kenneſle, no marvell if the Rivers and Streames of Common-weales be infefted and Poy- 
ſoned therewith; yea, if it be not debarred, but have admittance and reſidence in the 
Schooles and Claſſes of Univerſities, trom which Nurics & Gardens of the Muſes, boththe 
Church and: State fetch their chiefeſt Ornaments and Mc-mbersz how can wee expett ty 
ſee it rooted out from the more 1llitcerate Commons, whoſe groile ignorance make; 
them farre more capable to learne Y7zce, than Yerize 3.0r rather Vice, and not YVertue; fith 
there is no ſhorter nor truer art tolearne it, than of their Art Maſters, becauſe the ey. 
ampleand preſident of i]l doings 1n our Teachers and Superiours,doth not oncly plant, 
but ingraffe and root it, not onely privilege, but,as it were, authorize it in us, ſti] with 
a fatal] impetuoſity. with a dangerous violence, and pernitious event and iflue : forif 
remedies be not to be foundin learned Phiſrtzarrs, 1t 1s then 1n vaine to ſeeke them in the 
rude and unlearned people; and ifthe Praceptor himſelfe be nct fanctified, it is rathcr 
to be feared than doubted, that his Diſciplc will not. This (yea this) is a moſt mourrfull 
and fatall rocke, wherecn divers vertuous and religious parents have even weptthem- 
ſelvesto death, to ſee their children ſuticr ſhipwracke 3 yea, this beaſtly and brutiſh fin 
of Drunkenneſlz; is {till the Divells Uſher and Parder to all other ſinnes; and therefore 
how cautious and carefull ought the Heads of Schooles and Untverſrries be, toexp land 
root it out trom themſelves, and to hate and deteſt it jn others, fith in the remiil> win- 
king thereat, I may (with as much truth as ſafety) aftirme, that toleration is confirmati- 
on; and connivency, crueity3 as we ſhall not goe farre to ſee it made good,and verified 
in this enſuing mournfull Hiſtory; the which in exacting Inke from my Pen, doth 
likewiſe command blood from my heart, and teares from mine eyes, to anatomize 
and unfeld it. 

Diftcultly hath M rice beene three moneths 1n Loſarna with Pareſius, but his vertues 
are eclipſed and drowned in vice yea, hee not onely thinks, but holds it a vertue to 
make himſclfe culpable and guilty of this his Tutors Vice of D-ankennu:fſe, wherein with: 
in le{le than three moneths, he proves ſo expert, or indeed ſo execrable a Scheer in his 
beaſtly Art, as both day and night he makesit not only his practice, but his delight, and 
not onely his delight, but his glory. He who before was ſo temperate in his drinkeand 
converſation in Morees, as for the moſt part, he wholly dranke water, not wines now he 
is ſo viciouſly metamorphoſed in Loſarna, as contrariwiſe, hee onely drinkes wine, no 
water yea, and which is lamentable ro remember, and deplorable to obſerve in this 
young Schel/er, he drinks (or to write truer, devouresit) ſo exceſflively, as his Cupsare 
become his Bookes 3 his Carrouſing, his Learning ; the Taverne, his Study 3 and Drun- 
kenneſle the onely Art he profetleth : which filthy and infe&tious diſcaſe, ſpreading 
from the Preceptor tothe Pup:l/, from old Yareſiys to young Marrice.hath ſo ſurpriſed the 
one, and ſeized on the other,as it threatens the diſparagementr ot the firſt his reputation, 
and the ſhipwracke of the ſeconds fortunes, and it may be of his life. 

Now Vareſzs, who will not be aſhamed to pity this beaſtly Y;ce in himſclfe, doth yet 
pity it with ſhame to behold it in his Scholler Mawrice, and yet hath neither theG-aceto 
reforme it in himſelfe, nor the will or power to reprove it in him 3 bur in ſtead of ſtop- 
ping and preventing it, doth in all things give way to the current and torrent ofthis 
{winiſh finne, which inevitably drawes after it theſe threefold diſeaſes and milſeries! 
The poiſon of our bodies, the conſumption of our purſes, and the Moath and Canker 
of our reputations ; or if you will.theſe three not farre different from the three former. 
The bane of our wits, the «en:my of our health and life, and the conſumer of our Eſtates 
and friends: And within the compaſle of one whole yeere,to all thoſe diſeaſes and mi- 
ſcries doth the drunkennefſle of our deboſhed young Scholler Maurice, ſubje& and re* 
duce him 3 ſo as it being the nature of ſinne (not checked and vanquiſhed with repen 
tance) rather to grow than wither, to flouriſh than fade or decay with our age : the 
Jonger Maxrice lived in Loſanna, the deeper root this beaſtly vice of drunkennefle tooke 
1m him, and hee the dearer affection tot, ſoas that competent exhibition which his mo- 


ther yeercly allowed him, became incompatible with this his exceſſive prodigality and 
in- 
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rtemperancy : Yea, his extreme \uperfluity in this kind, was without intermiſfion {6 
uent,as three quarters of his yeeres penſion could not diſcharge one of his expences 
id debts, ſo ſtrong a habit (converted now to a ſecond 'Nature) had this bewitchirig 
taſtly fiune of drunkenneſle exacted and gotten of him, as if this were his felicity, an 
qathe onely triumphed to become a ſſave to this his ſlaviſh appetite and ſwiniſh pros 
efion, which to \upport and maintaine, he not onely feeds,but ſurfetshis mother with 
nriety of ſubtill and infinuating Letters, thereby to draw divers ſummes of moneyes 
rom her, 2s indeed he doth 3 ſome under pretext of his neceffity to buy new bookes, 
which hee affirmed he wanted ; others under pretence of his weaknefle and fickneflz; 
nd ſuch like colourable excuſes; which unthrifty prodigality of his, doth as faſt em- 
her purſe and ſtore, as her induſtrious frugality can poſſibly fill them ; whereof 
aving all the reaſons of the world to become ſenſible, ſhee at laſt, making her judges 
nent conſult with her atteCtion, begins now to feare, that her ſon was become lefle ver= 
n6us,and more deboſhed than ſhe hoped of, and that theſe his Letters and Petitions fot 
nony, were but onely tricks to deceive the hopes, and betray the confidence ſhee te- 
ed in his vertuous carriage and godly inclination; whereof being in fine caformed 
1nd certified, from ſuch Stederts and Burgers of Loſanna,whom ſhee had ſet as Sentinells, 
ohave Arews, yea, Lyncens eyes over his aChons and deportments, ſheat laſt with few 
thanks ro his Tutor Yareſizs, many complaints and exclamations to her ſonne, and inex- 
w{lable oriefeand ſorrow to het {elfe, calls and commands him home from Loſarnatg 
Mrges, Where with much bitterneſle and ſecrecy, ſhe taxes and rates him for his draun- 
knnefle and prodipality, in that he had vainely ſpent in one yeere, more than either his 
ther or her ſelfe could colle& of gather up many. | | 
But ſee the lewd ſubtilty, and wretched deceitfulneſle of this diffolute ſonne towards 
fishis deare and tender mother; for then and there, ſeaſoning his ſpeeches with ver- 
tie, and his behaviour with obedience and piety, hee modeſtly ſeemes not onely to tax 
tercredulity, conceived againſtthe candeur and integrity of his ations, but alſo with a 
tnde of tacite choller, to maligne and traduce thoſe who unjuſtly and falſly had caſt ſo 
ful an aſperſion on his vertues and innocency3 and the better tomake thoſe his ſpee= 
hes, and this his Apologie and Juſtification paſle current with his mother, his diſcretion 
wn deſcribes ſo faire a Law to his Yarity, and his reaſon to his intemperate and irregu- 
krdefires,as to the eye of the world,and to her more curious and obſervant judgement; 
teſeemes to be the very picture and ſtatue of Yerixe, although Godand his foule ſoule 
nd conſcience well knowes, that hee is the true, eflentiall and reall Tage of Vice - and 
ttebetter to cloake and overvaile this his diſſimulation from the eyes of God and his 
mother, although he continue to take his Cups by might, yetin Morges, and eſpecially in 
tixmothers houſe and fight, he caſts them off by day; and the better and more firmly to 
zntegrate himſelfe into her approbation and favour, he mornings and evenings is ſeene 
this prayers,and ſpends the greateſt part of his time in hearing and frequenting of Ser= 
wm, the which affords ſach ſweet content to her conceits and thoughts, as ſhe repents 
herſelfe of her unkindneſſe towards him, and not only acquits him of his drunkennefle; 
podigality, and difloluteneſfe, but alſo accuſeth his accuſers, whom ſhee now as much 
tondemnes for Exvy and Malice towards her Sore, as ſhe highly (and as ſhe thinks juſt- 
lj) applauds him for his religious piety towards Goal. | 
But firh Hypocriſie is worſe than Prophaneneſle, as making us rather Divells thafi 
mts; or indeed not Saints, but Divellsz and that no ſacrifice is ſo odjous, nor objeR 
Þhatefull to God, as hee who denies and diflembleth it in his lookes, and yet profeſ- 
kh and practiſeth it in his heart and ſoule : ſo we ſhall ſee to our griefe, and this wret- 
crite fide to h1s miſeyr, that thinking to deceive God, hee ſhall intheend de- 
tive him(ſelfe 3 and in attempting to betray his mother through his falſe YJert#e, his 
true Vice will at 1+ſt betray him, and make him as miſerable, as he flatrercth himſelfe it 
Wilmake him fortunate. | | 


| Now, the berterto rootand-confirme this opinion of his temperancy in his mothers 
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conceits and minde, and ſo the more ſecretly to overvaile his exceſlive affeCtion and ag. 
dition to Druxkenneſſe,he under the pretence of ſome neceſlary and profitable occaſion 
getsleave of her, ſometimes toride over to Berre, Solcure, Fribou'ge, Apenſall, and other 
capitall townes of the Caztors, where hee falls afreſh ro his cu PS, and there continually 
both day and night ſwills his braines,and ſtuffes up his belly with wine, as if hee tooke Þ| | 
no other delight or glory, but to drowne his wit and learning with his money, and his 
health with both; and yet againe, when heereturnes to Morges, hee makes ſuch fairs 
weather with hismother,and caſts ſo temperate acloake and colour on his ſpeeches agg 
ations, as if it were impoſhible for him to drinke more than would ſuffice Natere,orty 
deſire more than would merely quench his thirſt. And thus by his hypocritical] Policy 
having againe wrought himſelfe into his mothers good opinion and favour,as alfo ſome 
ſtore ofmoney out of her purſe and coffers: he with a faigned ſhew of Humility anddif. 
cretion, takes leave of her, and to perfect his ſtudies and learning, returnes apainety 
Loſanna, where he is no ſooner arrived, but upon his new returne, he findes out hisgld 
carrowling companions, wholike ſo many peſtilent Vipers,and contagious Moathg and 
Caterpillers,are vitiouſly, and therefare tatally reſolved,not only to eat out the botton 
of his purſe, but alſo the heart of his happinefle,and as I may juſtly terme it,to devour 
the very ſoule of his felicity : and with theſe tippling brats of Bacchus, doth outlewd 
and deboſhed Scholker Manrice, continually drinke drunke, not onely forgetting his 
learning but himſelfe 3 and which is worſe,his God, having neither the power to remem- 
ber to repent, or grace to pray,nor to remember any thing but hiscups3 ſo beaſtlyjshe 
inclined, ſo ſwimſhly and vitiouſ]y is hee affefted and addicted; and whar doththis 
cither prognoſticate, preſage, or promiſe to produce in him, but in-vitable afflition, 
miſery and ruine of all ſides ? | 
Asthe ſhorteſt errors are beſt, ſo thoſe Yices which have longeſt perſeverance and 
predominance in us, prove ſtil] the moſt pernicious and dangerous : It is nothingto 
crufh a Serpent in the egge, but if we permitit togrow to a Serpent, it may thencruſh 
us: a plant may be removed with eaſe, but an old tree difficultly : To fall from ia 
repentance,isas great a happineſlezas it is a miſery to fall from repentance to linne; and 
indeed to uſe but one word for the affirmation and confirmation of this truth, therecan 
no greater miſery befall us, than to thinke our ſelves happy, when (through our ſions) 
we are miſerable. 
Herein Logſarna,Manrice eſtcemes this his beaſtly ſinne of drunkenneſle to be a Fertw, 
not a Vice in him3yea,in paying for all ſhots and reckonings in Tavernes, he ſottiſhly and 
fooliſh: y thinkes it the ſhorteſt and trueſt way to be beJoved and honoured (thoughin- 
deed to be contemned) of all 3 and therefore without feare or wit, yea,without thelealt 
ſparke of Grace, or ſhadow of conſideration, his ſtomacke {like the Divells ſpunge) and 
his inſatiable throat (like a bottomeleſle gulfe) fo devoures his wine, and his wine his 
money, as that which ſhould be the Argument of his glory, hee makes the cauſe of his 
ſhame ; and his mony which ſhould fortific his reputation, he converts & turnes to ruine 
it. But as poverty (1n a juſt revenge of our Yarity) rejoyceth to looke on us, becauſewe 
firſt diſdained either to looke on, or regard itz ſo hee having ſpent the fragrantSunr 
mer of his folly and prodigality, in waſting the monies his mother gave him in wine; 
now the deprivation thereof makes him feele the froſty Winter of that want, which he 
can better remember than remedy, rather repent, than redreſſe. - The Fellowes and 
Students of his College looke on him and his drunkenneſle, ſome with the eyes of 
pity, others with thoſe of joy, according as their friendſhip or malice, their Chanty ot 
Envieeither conduct their paſſions,or tranſport and ſteere their reſolutions and inclms- 
tions.As forhis Tutor Yareſews,how can he poſlible ſeeke or reclaime this his Pupill from 
Vice to Verize,when he is ſo wretchedly diflolute, - as-by the publike vote and voyceof 
the Univerſity,he himſclfe is already wholly and ſoly relapſed from Yertye to Vice: 
In which reſpeCt this vitious young Student Maprice, having neither Yertze norTs 
tor,,money not credit, diſcretion nor friend to ſecure him from the ſhelyes of Indigence, 
: of 
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ole Sthotler, or indeed, ' as a Vaſterof Aſt 
other Þ {;}s his bookes; then His gowne' and e{oathts, and fiext his be being defirous rw wh 


ind drunkenneſle, he hathno other nope or refnge. thatiagame to caſt himſclfe'baths 


hbeſeve his-wants and maintaine 
itgwes wa FR SINE | Hefſion of 1s thoughts and 1 1 here 1t1s, 
that e firſba{lymes bad logd, and'ſug eſts bloedy detprieg,apainſt the fafery and life 


-une{lg ro an cud ;, yea, the better to feed this Mis nfitiable bloody appetits, ar 

' | Wench, the quenchleſſe thirſt of his Matcacydious revetipe, he Orgs aff 5ther prije@ 

| adathiires, to, follow and haſten onthis 5 which (to give Gnd wotefot all) 

bs ſtudy and his.time in Zoſarna, caſting| away his B86ks Which would Teetne'ts 
lyert him from it, as1the cqurted Pluto not Apalio;, F roſerpina, riot Pallas; Eryniths, not 
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 adyancethanretire, in the execution of this his unnaturall and damnable attempt, tj, wt 
exceſſive and frequent drunkenneſle makes him ſo notorioul] y apparant to the Heads 
the Vzzverſity in generall, and of his owne CoZedge in particular, that the pive himki Þ 
Conge, and (without lending any eare to his 4pologie or Juſtification) expell him thence þ 
So that being now deſtitute of all friends and meanes, he is enforced to ſee himſelfers. Þ 
duced to this point of miſery, that he muſteither beg or ſtarve, which to prevent, (he ſt" 
cauſe he as much diſdaines the firſt, as he is reſolved-to provide a remedy for the. 
cond)he leaves Loſarma(where his vices and debts have made the ſtones too hot for him) 
and on foot gues home to his Mother to Morges, hoping that his preſence may prevails 
more with her than his abſence3 and his tongue make that eaſie, which his pen (in his 
Letters) found not onely difficult but impoſfible. Al 
_ Beingarrived at Morges, his loving and indulgent Mother receives him with tears, 
not of joy, but of griete, for his drunkenneſle hath ſo deformed his face and body, x 
at the firſt ſight ſhe difticultly knew him to be her ſonne3 and although hee take paing 
taconceale that beaſtly vice of his, and ſo to plaiſter and varniſh it over with a faigne 
ſhew of repentance and reformation; yet ſhee ſees to her affliction,and obſerves rohet 
miſery, that he loves his Cups better than his life, and that as ſoone as ſhee once turns 
her backe from him, hee falls cloſ: tothem, and ſo tipleth and carouſeth from Mornjn 
to Night. Three: daies. are ſcarce paſt, before he makes two requeſts to her; the ol 
for new clothes, the other for money 3 when tothe end that her wiſedome might ſhine 
in her affeCtion, as well as her affeQtion.in her wiſedome, ſhe cheerefully grants himthe 
firſt, but peremptorily denies him the ſecond, becauſe ſhee well knowes1t would befs 
much caſt away on him, ith he would inſtantly caſt it away on Wine and to write the 
truth, the grant of his apparell doth not ſo much content him;as the refufall of hermo- 
ney doth both afflit and inflame him : Heeis all incholler hereat, and the fumes ofte- 
vengedo ſoimplacably take upand ſciz upon his thoughts, and they on'it.as now with- 
out the feare of God, {or care of his ſoule, he like a damnable villaine, and an execriþe 
ſonne,ſwapsa bargaine with the Divell,to deſtroy and make away bis mother : Hellifh 
reſolutions,and infernall conceits, which will not onely ſtrangle thoſe whoembracebut 
confound thoſe who follow them : his impiety made him formerly afſume this bloody 
fact, and now his neceſſity and want of mony (in that he cannot;as it were, drowne him 
{clfe in the excefle of drunkenneſle) enforceth him to a reſolution to finifh it. His faith 
is ſo weake towards God,and fo ſtrong with the Divell;as he will not retite with Gra, 
but advance with impiety, to ſee as well the end, as the beginning of this bloody bufs 
neſle : Hee conſults hereon with his delight, not with his reaſon; with his will, not with 
his Conſcience; with his heart, not with his ſoule. Hee fees hee hath no money, and 
knowes,or at leaſt believes, that his mother hathenough, and therefore conchudes, that 
if ſhee were once dead, it were impoſſible that his lire ſhoutd want any. 'So theſetwo 
wretched Counſellors,Covetouſ7 veſſs and Drowlenneſe jor rather Covetouſneſle to my 
taine his Drunkenneſſe) like twoinfernall fiends and furies, 'hale himon head-ſhng'to 
perpetrate this bloody and mournfull murther of hisdeare and tender Mother, theend 
whereof will bring bim as much true millery and infamy, as the begirining doth flatter 
and promiſe him ſafe content and happineſle 3 his youth hath no regard to her age, ant 
leſſe to herlife, neither will he vouchſafe toremember, that he firſt received his of her: 
yea, all the blood that flowes in his heart, and ſtreames in his veines and body, catindt 
any.way, have the power to prompt him, that it is derived and deſcended from hets 
Andif Morges will not divert him, Loſarne ſhould ; if his yeeres cannot in{truCt him, yet 
his. bookes might; and if Natwre prevailed not with his heart, yet me thinkes Grace 
ſhould with his Conſcience,to preſent him the foulneſſe of this attempt,and the unnatt- 
rall. cruelty thereof,in reſolving to embrew his diabolicall hands in her innocent blood; 
ar if the influence of theſe earthly conſiderations could not allay the heat of his malice, 
or quench the fire of his reyerge towards her, yet me thinkes looking from prophane& 
nefle to piety, fromearth to heaven3 from the time preſent to the future; from thecor- 
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on of his: Body, . to the immortality of his Soule 3 from Sinne to Righteaalneſle; 
Kid 68 Revenge to Religion; and conſequently from Satan to God, hee thould;hartthis 
im ky Goody deſigne and project of hisas much asnow he loves it, and ſeeke the preſeryation 

" B15 Mother, with as much obedience and affeCtion, as now he contrives and purſues 


Dt, hi 


fo * | -intimely end with impiety and deteſtation. But his Vices will ſtill triumph over his 
Che mes: and therefore it israther to be feared than doubted, that they will inthe end 

hef ke him too milſetable, ever to ſee himſelfe ſo happy. | | _ 
© | Miſcrable Mazrice therefore, (as the ſhame of his time, thediſgrace of his ſex;-arid a 


vaile "liſh: fortitude and helliſh aſſurance paſſeth on to the manner of her Tragedy. - Hee 
giloot give care to God, who ſeekes to divert him fromit, but will hearken to the Di- 
wl/who uſeth his beſt Oratory to perſwade andentice him tot. Bur as the Divell is 
ahcious'in his ſubtilty, ſo ſhould we be both wiſe and cautious in our credulity:;z for 
-mebelieve bim,hewill betray us; but if wee believe God, we ſhall then betray him: 2 
tetimpatient of delayes, yea, hismalice is fo bloody, and his revenge ſo cruell,- as hee 
tinketevery houre a yeere, till he hath ſent her from Earth to Heaven. | He propoſerh 
ab bitoſelfe divers waies to murther her, and the divell, who 1s neverabſent, butpre- 
vin: ſuch helliſh occaſions, makes him as well induſtrious as vindidtive and impla3 
ableif the contriving and finiſhing thereof. Now he thinks to cut her throatas ſhe is 
je Mabed © Then topoiſon her attable, either in her meator driake. Then againe he 1s of 
qinionto-hire ſome to kill her as ſhe 1s walking 1n her Vineyards; orelſe to caufe'twg 
Warer-men to drowne her. as ſhee is taking the aire in a Boate on the Lake, which twice 
t<&; WM athfice weekely ſhe 1s accuſtomed to doe but yet ſtill he is irreſolute,either which, or 
eithnot to reſolve on, till at laſt,after a weekes dilatory protraCtion, having with a fa+ 
04nd infernall tatiocination' banded and rebanded thele ſeyerall bloody projecein 
ihrdiges and contemplarions, he rejecteth them all, as more full of difficulty and ap- . 
nit danger, than of warrantable ſafety, when conſidering there was a deepe Well 1 
tequtet yard; adjoyning to the Garden, hee holds it fitteſt for his purpoſe to drowne 
tertherein, whereon the Divell and he ſtrike hands, and ſet up their reſt and period: 
{Whilesthus this gracious mother Chriſtine endeavours with her beſt care and Prayers 
vdivesther gracelifle ſonrie Maurice from this his intemperate and beaſtly finiie of 
| Innkeniefle, he(as if he wereno part of her, but rather a limbe of the Divell) with a 
naffrous and inhumane ingratitude, ſets his inventions and braines on the tenfer- 
kakes;/to.eſpie out the occation and time to diſpatch her. When burning with a fla: 
wngdefite; to:quench the inſatiable thirſt, of his revenge in her blood, he (taking time 
id'oppottunity rig, ſceing all lis mothers people abroadto gather inthe 
Vetepe;the Wellwpen, and the with a Prayer booke in her hand, walking inthe Gar- 
&next:adjoynirig;theDivell infuſeth ſach courage to his heart, his heart ſuch cruelty 
admbamanity to hisreſolutions, thatall things ſeemed then toconſpire to ſee anend 
uitlixhis (lobe delired and affedted buſinefle of murthering and.diſpatching his mo- 
der, He'{dking ob him the part of ® mad-man, 'whom it ſeemed ſorrow had {uddenly 
flited, and griefe diftracted, he with his hat in his hand, haſtily and furiouſly ruſheth 
ivtheGarden tohis mother; and cries out to her, thatthere is one of the neighbours 
dikdien'fall into the Well, which he eſpied from-his chamber window : whereunto 
(iminetefſe good wowan) ſhe adding beliefe to his falſe and perfidious ſpeeches 5 and 
nd(being beyond her'ſelte)afflifted and amazed with this ſudden and forrowfull news 
ethroxwes away het:Booke, and hand in hand with him, (her ſighes interrupting her 
wordd,and her teares her ſighes) ſhe (as if pityadded wings to her feet) trips away to 
theWey, both to ſee this mournfull ſpectacle, and chiefly to know, if it any way lay in 
terpoſſible care toaffiſt, or power to preſervethe ſaid childe from death : when: brin- 
ig her to the Well, he better like a fury, thana man, and rather reſembling a meete 
yell, than a ſonge;faſtneth his left hand onthe Welk-poſtz andas ſhelookes into the 
efundiry thereof; he with hisright hand tips ww — in5 and ſo withoutany 


more 


Him godigious monſter of Nature) having helliſhly reſolved on the matter, now witha di- 
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. ſtay atthe meere loſle of the goods, but they joyntly apprehend,and feare the ablenceof 


\ Gods Revenge againfl Murther. Booke/]]| 
more'doing, claps downe the cover thereof; when rejoycing in his heart that h 5p 
Cn Lad?  becanks hee ſees and knowes it — bs the power of Ce 
worldto fave her lite. Hee (the better to overvaile this his impious villany, and tog}, 
ſcure this his barbarous and bloody fad) aſcends her chamber, breakes open herc, 

boards, truncks and cheſts, takes away moſt of her money, and filver plate, which he 
privately hides away for his owne behoofe and uſe, and ſo ſcattereth a few Pieces of 
money, and ſome of her clothes and apparell in the floore, thereby ſubtily to infinux- 
andintimate to the world, that it were thieves who had robbed and drowned hisms 
ther3' when ſtealing a horſe out of the ſtable, he with much ſecrecy gets him out ofthe 
backe doore, which he leaves open, and from thence ridesaway to his mothers peoy| 


Jn 


Y 


| inthe Vineyards;to whom he relates he hath been all that morne abroad to take the i, 


andis now come to paſſe the remainder of the day with them,and to be merry:to which 
end(in his Mothers name)he ſends for wine from the ſkirts of the townes and ſo(as ye| 
men as maids) they earouſe and frollike it till towards night, and then they all retune 
home, where they finde both doores open, his mother their Miſtreſle wanting 3 and 
creature whatſoever in the houſe, whereat they much admire and wonder. So ther. 


' vantsand himſelfe ſeeke and call her in the Qrchards and Gardens, but in vaine,for they 


find no newesof her; when the maids one way, and hee and the men-ſervants anche 
way, ſecke. her as well in the roomes and chambers, as in the ſtreetes and neighbour 
houſes, where ſhe isaccuſtomed to frequent, but to no purpoſe; for they can neitherſs 
norheare of her; till at length the maidens ruſhing into her bed-chamber.they findhe 
cupboards,cheſts and trunks broken open, and ſome of her money and apparel! ſtrewed 
here and there on the floore; whereat amazed,they lamentably cry out at the window, 
that thieves have beene there,and robbed their Miſtrefle her cheſts and trunks : which 
Mawvice and the men ſervants of the houſe over-hearing, they aſcend, and admireatthe 
ſight thereof; neither doth his outward feares, or their inward apprehenſions, ſtoper 


his mother,and their Miſtreſle Chriſtina,and are already become jealous and umbrag 
of her ſafety,and very fearcfull,that the thieves have offered her ſome violence m_ 
elty. Whereupon late at night, hearing nonewes of her, her ſonne(becauſe chieflyir- 
tereſted in this difaſterous accident) goes and acquaints the Bayhffe of Morges; andthe. 
reſtof the Criminal Officers therewith, who of all fides inquire for her,and make ſecret 
and-curious ſearch in the towne, to find out the thieves; and in the meane _— 
zlought 


ther with Maurice and the ſervants) leave not a roome nor place of the houſe u 
for her: but their diligence proves vaine, for they can purchaſe no newes of her, much 
lefſe of the thieves. They remaine 1n the houſe all night, and they all with ſorroyfull 
and watchfull eyes,every minute of an houre expect her, or newesof her. Eightofthc 
clocke the nextday ſtrikes, but as yet ſhee is not ſo much as ſeene or heard of: Sathey 
againe, in preſence of the Bayliffe, reviſit and ſearch all places and corners. both'in the 
Houſe,Gardens,Orchardsand Yards; but ſtill to no effect or purpoſe : when beholdthe 
facred and ſecret providence of God, in revealing her to be drowned in the'Well, not 
only beyond the expectation, but alſo beyond the beliefe of all that were preſent: for 
asthey are in the midſt of their doubts and feares,yea,in the very depth of their reſearch 
and perquilition,lo,one of the ſervant maids,named Heſter,who wasneereſt in the favor, 
and deareſt in the affetion of her Miſtreſle, having that very inſtant morning takena 
nap of an houres ſleepe,or thereaboutsina chaire, ſtarts ſuddenly out of her {leepeand 
reſt,tripsto them.and ſaies, ſhe then and there dream'd, that her Miſtreſle Chriſtine,was 


caſt ;jinto the Well and drowned; the which ſhe affirmed with many words, and more- 


fighs,out-cries and teares3 whith piercing intothe earesand thoughts of the B gfe; 
ſervants,and into the very heart and Conſcience of this our execrable Mayrice,they look 


pale with griefe and amazement.and he ſtraineth the higheſt key of his Art and pollicy 
to keepe his cheeks from bluſhing for ſhame thereat,and the better to hood-winke thei 
eyes and judgements, fromthe leaſt ſparke or ſhadow of this his guiltineſle herein, er 
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with many ſhowres of hypocriticall teares, prayes the Zaylffe that upon Heſters dreame 
ind report,the Well may be ſearched, adding withall, that it was more probable thari 
impoſſiblezthat thoſe thieves whotobbed his mothers houſe, mighrlikewiſe be ſo divel- 
iſhly malicious to murther her and throw her intothe Well: which the Bay/iffe ſcripuſly 
-onſidering.as firſt the maids dreame;,then the ſonnes requeſt and teares,hee inſtantly in 
reſence of all thoſe of the houſe; as alſo of many of the next neighbours, whom he bad 
purpoſely aſſembled; cauſed the Well tobe ſearched and ſounded, where the hooke 
aking hold of her clothes, they inſtantly bring up the dead body of his mother and 
their Miſtreſſe Chriſtina : the ſkull of whoſe head was lamentably broken,and her brairis 
pitifully daſhed out with her fall. All are amazed, her ſervants grieve, and her helliſh 
bone Maxrice weepes and cries more thanall the feſt at this mouirnfull ſpe&acle. The 
pliffe carefully and punctually againe examines Heſter, if God in her dreaine revealed 
ternot the manner how, and the perſons who had thus throwne her Miſtreſſe into the 
Well; ſhe anſwereth negatively according tothe truth, that ſhe had already delivered as 
much as ſhe knew of that mournfuli buſineflſe. When Mazrice,toſhew his forwardneſle 
1nd zeale, for the deteCtion and finding out of his mothers murtherers,he pretentls that 
teſuſpeCts Heſter to be acceſlary,and to havea hand herein.But the Bayh#fe and commori 
(ouncell of Morges, having neither paſſion tor partiality todazle and inveiigle the eyes 
oftheir judgement, finding no reaſon or ground of probability to accuſe her, or which 
night tend or conduce that way 3 They free her without farther queſtioning her, and 
bo it hath beene formerly remembred)they all concurring in opinion that the thieves 
"ho robbed her, had undoubtedly throwne her into the Well : They give leave to 
Marice to bury his breathleſle mother,which hee doth with the greateſt pompe and de- 
cency,requiſite as well to her ranke and "—_ as to his affe&tion and duty and the 
kktter to fan off the leaſt duſt or ſmoake of ſuſpition, which might any way fall upon the 
ure of his innocency; he at her Funerall (to the eye of the world) ſheds many rivolets 
Cteares. But oy is this to this his foule and execrable ſin of murthering his nio- 
ther? for although it bleere the eyes, and inveagle the judgethents of the Bajliffe aiid 
lisaſſociates,the Criminal Judges of Morges, yet God the Greatand Soveraigne Judge of 
Heer and Earth, will not be thus deJuded._cannot be thus deceived herein. No,no.fof 
tbeithe be mercifull, yet his Divine Majeſty is too Jult to let crimes of this helliſhna= 
tre goe either undetected or unpuniſhed. | | [ 


Wehave ſeene thisexecrable ſonne ſo bloody hearted and handed, as with a divei- | 


irage, and inhumane and infetnall fury, todrowne his owne deare and tender mb- 
ter; ,and with as much cruelty as ingratitude, to throw her from the world ihtoa 
Well, who with many bitter gripes and torrents (tothe hazard and perill of her life) 
brew him from her wombe into the world 3” and the Providence and Juſtice of God 
wlnotlead the curioſity of the Reader far;before we fee this miſetable miſcreantover- 
taken with the impetuous ſtormes of Gods revehge, andthe fiery guſts and tempeſts of 
tisjuſt indignation for the ſame,notwithſtinding that his ſabtillnalice, and malicious 
btilty, have ſo cunningly cotitrived, and'fo ſecretly ated and compacted it With the 
Divell,that no earthly perſon, or ſublutary eyes can any way accuſe, much leſle convit? 
lim thereof; as marke the ſequiell,,and it will briefly and truly informe thee how. © 
As ſoone as he hath buried his mother, his blacke mourning apparell doth in his heart 
and ations worke ſuch poore arid weakeeftts of repentance and ſorrow 'for her un- 
imely death,as where divers others lament and grieve, Hee contrariwiſe rejoyceth an 
tumpheth thereat, and by her deceaſc being tibw become Lord and Maſter of all, hee 
like a graceleſle villaine, falls again'to his of4extbuſing companions, and veine of drutts 
tenneſſe, wherein he takes ſuch fingular delight and glory; as he makes it not onelyhis 
paſtime and exetciſe by day,but his practiſe ahd'tecteation by night : And as God i 
ufinite meanes and waies to ſcourge and revenge the'enotmity of our delights'apd 
times, ſo we ſhall ſhortly ſee for our inſtru@ion, and obſerve for our reformation, this 
lixungodly 8 beaſtly vice of drankenneffe fe _ is his moſt ſecret mn lng 
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darling ſin,will in the end prove a ravenous Yulture to devoure, and a fatall Serpex; tg 
eate out the bowells, firſt of his wealth and proſperity, and then of his life 3 for it ng 
onely takes up his time, but his ſtudy, in ſo much as may as truly averre to my griefe, 
as aftirme to his ſhame, that helevelleth at nothing more, than to make it his felicity, 
which ſwiniſh exceſſe and intemperancy, (as a puniſhment infeparably incident and jn- 
fallibly hereditary to that ſin) doth within three moneths make him ſell away all hi 
Lands,yea,and the greateſt part ofhis plate and houſholdſtuffe;{o his drunkenneſle firſt 
but then chiefly Gods Juſtice and revenge purſuing his foule and inhumane crime gf 
drowning his mother, makes him of being left rich by her, withina very ſhort time he. 
come very extreme pooreand miſerable; ſoas he runs deeply into debts, yea,his debts 
are by.this time become ſo exceedingly urgent and clamorous, as contrary to his hope 
and feares,when he leaſt dreames thereof; he is impriſoned by his Mercer and Draper, 
for the blacks of his mothers Funerall,to both whom he is indebted the ſumme of three 
huadred crownes, which is farre more than either his purſe can diſcharge, or his credit 
and eſtate now ſatisfie. When abandoned of all his friends, his meanes ſpent and con: 
ſumed, and nothing left him to exerciſe his patience in Priſon, bue deſpaire; nor 
to comfort him, but the terrours of his bloody and guilty Conſcience : He is clapt 
into a ſtinking Vault or Dungeon, where (in horrour and deteſtation cf his bloody 
crime) the glorious Lampe of Heaven, the Sunne, diſdaines to ſend his radiant and 
glittering beames to comfort him ſo as he who was before accuſtomed to fare delic- 
ouſly, and, as it were, to ſwill and drowne himſelfe in the beſt and moſt curious Wine, 
now he muſt ccntent himſelfe onely with courſe bread and waterz and yet his miſery 
ſo extreme, and that extremity of his ſo miſerable, as hee hath hardly enough to main- 
taine and ſuſtainelife : But wee ſhall ſee that this firſt affliction of his, will inſtanty 
be followed and overtaken by a ſecond. 

Whitſunday being arrived, he petitioneth his Gaoler ( for that day) to have thel- 
berty ofthe yard, and the freedome of the ayre, whichis granted him, when at night 
deſcending the ſtaires, againe to be pent up in his obſcure dungeon, his foote ſlips, and 
he receives a fearefull fall, whereof the bone of his right arme'is broken in two peecez 
and having no Chirurgion to looke to it, it putrifies and rots, ſoas for the preſerving df 
hislife,he within fifteene daies is enforced to have it cut off a little below the ſhoulder, 
and this was the very ſame hand and arme which threw his mother into the Well. A 
ſingular aft of Godsrevenging Juſtice, and juſt revenge ſhewen herein.O that it maybe 
deepely imprinted in our hearts, and engraven in our ſoules, that the Reader hereof,of 
what ſex or - mom {oever, may asit were ſtand amazed at the conſiderarion of Maxrice 
his impious ſinne towardsGod, and of Gods due and true revenge and requitall thereof 
in his juſt judgement and affliction towards him. 

. But this is not enough for Mayriceto ſuffer , nor for God to inflit on him for this his 
bloody and inhumane crime, in hurhering his Mother 3 nor to ſay thetruth, it is but 
the Prologue to the deplorable, yet deſerved puniſhment, whichis unmediately ready 
to ſurprize and befa]l him. For to the end;,that the truth may informe our aol ,and 
our curioſity us, of the Cataſtrophe of this Tragedy, we muſt underſtand, that it wastht 
pleaſure and providence of God, thatthe breaking and cutting away of Maxricehii 
arme, proved the break-necke of his patience, and the cutting away of his content and 
judgement. Thedevill cauſed him moſt inhumanely to drowne his Mother,the which 
he might haverefuſed to perpetrate, but would not3 and now God in expiation there: 
of ſends him Rape for Reaſon, Deſpaire for Comfort, and Madneſle for Sobriety, the 
which he would flie and eſchew, but cannot. He hath commirred this execrable crime 
beyond the rules and Lawes of .Natsrez and therefore Gad hath ordained,that he ſhould 
feele many degrees of puniſhments, and this is not onely the Law, bur the rule of Gras 
Ofall degrees of affliions,madneſle is the molt to be pitied;and the worſt to be cured 
fth it makes a man Foe farre beyond reafon, and therefore to come farre too ſhort of 
bimſelfe - itis held by ſome to:be a ficknelle of the Liver, of others, an over-fumin 
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. | _ 
ofthe blood, and of others a debility of the braine : But in thts our execrable wretched 
yay ice » it wasthe infeftious malady of his ſoule, which God ſent purpoſely into his 
wines, to be revenged of his heart, for ſo inhumanly drowning his Mother : For al- 
hough his divine Majeſty hath infinite more waies to puniſh murther, than man hath 
wcommit it3yet that he might make the detection of this of wretched Maurice as ſtrange 
the complotting and finiſhing thereof was cruelly inhumane,and inhumancly cruell, 
je purpoſcly ſends it him 3 for although ſince his impriſonment, hunger had ſo taken 
Jowne his ſtomacke, and quelled his courage, as his former volubility of ſpeech was 
ow reduced to a kind of ſorrowfUll and penſive ſilence yet as ſoone as his brajnes and 
Cofes were poſk f1-d and captivated with this prodigious Lunacy, and outragious 

krenſie , then his fts were ſo violent, and that violence ſo implacable as his ſpeeches 
were ſo rnany fearefull outcries and howlings, and his words ſo many uncouth and un- 
jeard of ravings3 ſothat whoſoever eitker heard or ſaw him, he might juſtly conceive 
1ndaffirme, that he had thunder in his tovgue, and lightning in hiseyes: For his crime 
made this his affliction and phrenſie of his ſo miſerable, ſo impetuous, as he ſpake non- 
knſe perfely,and looked rather like a Fury than a man: yea, his foule conſcience and 

lated ſoule rung | im ſo many Panicke feares and terrors of deſpaire, as he was afraid 
fall things, and angry with himſelfe, becauſe hee could be no more afraid of himſclfe 3 
Gas that Dungeon which could impriſon his body , was not capableto containe his 
thoughts, much leſle to immure his feares 3 and in this miſerable plight and perplexity 
k-remained for the ſpace of ten daies and nights, without any intermiſſion or hope of 
xmedy, which infinitely diſturbed his fcllow priſoners, and chiefly his Gaoler, whoſe 
we: bad never beene accuſtomed to heare ſuch diſcordant tunes,much lefle to be taken 
wwith ſuch diſtaſtefull and fearetull melody. 

He acquaints the common Counſel/ of rhe towne hereof, and importunately ſolicites 
them , that they will remove his diſtracted priſoner Marrice to ſome more fitter and 
more convenient place; Who remembring what Mazr:ce had b2ene, and now conſide- 
ing and ſeeing what hes, they who heretofore would not be fo charitable to relieve 
tis poverty,are yet now ſo religiouſly compaſſionate, as they pity his madnefſe; ſo the: 
ommand him from a Dungeon to a Chamber,from his pallar of ſtraw to a ſeatherinal 
fom his bread and water Fo wholſome meates and broths; but all this will not ſuffice z 
ind to ſhew themſelves not onely good men, but good Chriſtians, they to reſtore him 
this wits and ſenſes; make yet a further progreſhon1n charity. 'T hey cauſe him to be 
anferred with by many good Divines, who are not onely eloquent, but powerfull to 
rſwade him to pray often, and to practiſe other Chriſtian duties and offices 3 bur his 
mesare ſo outragious, & his ravings ſo extravagant, as he 1s as uncapable to rcliſh their 
raſons, as they are to underſtand his rage : When the very immediate finger and Pro- 
dence of God, makes ther yet ſo ſenlible of his unparrallel'd miſery, asthey are reg 
ſolved to remove him from his Priſon toan Hoſpitall, thereby to take the benefit of the 
gre inthe Gardens, Walks,and Ficlds, hoping that they might prevaile with him,to re- 
allhis wits, and re-eſtabliſh his ſer-ſes in theirproper ſeats of Vxrderſtanding, and ſtati- 
ons of /#@4geavent. When here,(oh here)I conjure thee Chriſtian Reader, to ſtand ama- 
tedand wonder with me, art the ſacred and ſecret juſtice of the Lord,expreſied and de- 
nonſtrated in this accident: For as his under Gaoler (by the Magiſtrates command)takes 
lim by the hand. with an intent to condud him forth from the Priſon to an Hoſpital, 
tibloody crime(like ſo many Ploud-hounds)purſuing his guilty conſcience and ſoules 

tisthoughts ſo enform'd his knowledye, and his knowledgelo confirme his beliefe, 

thatthe drowning of his Mother is dete&ed, and that they now draw him from his Pri- 

to the place of execution to ſuffer death for the ſame. Which apprehenſion and 
feare, God purting into his conceits and heart,in deſpight of his madnefſe, he wanting 
maccuſer, loc here he himſclfe both accuſe-th and condemneth himſclfe for the ſame. 

For the very Image of that conceit redoubling his feare;as his feare did his phrenſie and 


Madneſle, hee in the middelt of thoſe fits, and the height of that Agony and Anxiety, 
cries 
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_ criesout with a loud voyce,T have drowned my mother in the Well,1 have drowned my mojly; 


in the Well, God will have me to confeſſe it before hee ſuffers you to hang mee 3 Tſpeake it onearth 
and by my part of Heaven, what Inow confeſſe is true. Which words no ſooner eſcaped hi, 
tongue, but he inſtantly returnes againe to his out-cries of phrenſie and madneſlz, Fj, 
Gaolers and the reſt are amazed at theſe fearefull ſpeeches. and bloody confeſſion of 
hisz whichnotwithſtanding that they attribute to madnefle, yer they lead him to th. 
Hoſpitall,he ſtill ravIng and crying as he paſſeth the ſtreets : But oh! Let us here farther, 
admire with wonder , and wonder with admiration, at the providence and mercy 
God here againe miraculouſly made apparent and manifeſted in thisexecrable wretch 
Marrice,for he who outragioully cryed 1n his priſon, and licentiouſly raved in the ſtreet, 
is no ſoonerentred into the Hoſpitall, but the pleaſure of God had fo ordained it, ashis 
madneſle fully falls from him, and he abſolutely recovereth againe his wits and ſenſc, 
in ſuch firme and fetled manner,as if hee had never formerly beene touched or aftlifte| 
therewith. 

His Gaolers make report to the Magiſtrates, firſt of his confeſſion of drowning his 
Mother,and then of his ſudden and miraculous recovering of his perfect memory. judy 
ment and ſenſes.as ſoone as he ſet foot within the Hoſpitall : Whereupon they as much 
aſ{tonithed at the one, as wondring at the other,doe inſtantly repaire thither to hym, and 
there arraigne and accuſe him, for that inhumane and bloody fact of his , whereof hi 
owne evidence and Confeſſion hath now made him guilty. But they take him foranc- 
ther, oratleaſt, he will not be the ſame man : He denies this horrible and bloody crime 
of his, with many oaths and aſleverations, which they maintaine and afiirme he hath 
confelled, ſaies, that they either heard a dreame, orſaw a Viſion, whereof he neither 
dreamt nor thought of,and that he was ready to loſeall the blood and life of his body, 
to finde out, and to be revenged of the murtherers of his mother. 

But the Magiſtrates are deafe to his Apologie,and conſidering the violence of his mad 
neſle by its ſudden abandoning him, as allo his free and uninforced confeſlion of droy- 
ning his Mother; they conceive that Gods providence and Juſtice doth ſtrongly operate 
in the detection of this foule and inhumane murther 3 and therefore contemning, hisre- 
queſts and oaths, (in the vindication of his innoceycy) they cauſe him to be refetched 
from the Hoſpitall to the Priſon,and there adjudge bim totheRack, when although his 
heartand ſoule be terrified & affrighted with his apprehenſion and accuſation: Yetthe 
devill is ſo ſtrong with him, as he cannot yet findein his heartto relent, much leſſeto 
repent this foule and inhumane crime of his;but conſidering that he acted it ſo ſecretly, 
asall the world could not producea witneſle againſt himſclte,except himſelfe,he voyes 
hee will be ſo impious and prophane in his fortitude and courage, as todiſdaine theſe 
his rorments,and to looke en them and his Tormentor, with an eye rather of contempt 
than feare: But God will be as propitious and indulgent to him, as he is rebellious and 
refractory to God) for here we ſhall ſee both his Conſcience and reſolutions taught ano- 
therrule,and preſcribed a centrary Law 3 yea, here we ſhall behold and obſerve in him, 
that now Righteonſneſſe ſhall triumph over Sinne, Grace over Nature , his Soule overhis 
his Body, Heaven over Hell, and GOD over Sata for at the very firſt ſight of the Rack, 
the fight and remembrance of his bloody crime makes him ſhake and tremble extream- 
ly, when his ſoule being illuminated by the reſplendent Sun-beames of Go ps mercy, 
and the foggy miſts of Hell & Satan expelled and baniſhed thence, he fals to the ground 
on his knees, firſt beats his breaſt, and then erefting his eyes and hands towards Hea- 
ven, he (with a whole deluge of teares) egaine confeſleth, that hee had drowned his 
motherinthe Well, from and forthe which he humbly craveth remiſlion, both from 
Earth and Heaven. | | 

And although there be no doubt but God will forgive his Soule for this his foule 
murther, yet the Magiſtrates of Morges, who have gravity in their lookes, Religion 
their hearts and ſpeeches, and Juſtioe in their ations, will not pardon his body; ſon 
deteſtation of this his fearefull crime,and inhumane parracide,they inthe morning Colt- 
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11, | demne him, that very afternoone to be hanged. At the pronouncing of whi-h ſentence, - 
ache hath reaſon toapprove the equity of their Juſtice in condemning him ro die, 'o he 
1hi, | cannot refraine from grieving at the ſtriftneſſe of the time, which they allot him tor his 
Hi: | preparation to death. But as ſoore as we forſake the devill, we make our peace with God. 
All Morges and Loſanna rings of this mournefull and Tragicall newes, and m deteſta= 
tion of this mournfull,inhumane and bloody crime of our execrable Maxrice, they flock 
her. | fromall parts and ſtreets to the place of execution, to ſce him expiate it by his death, 
' | and ſo to take his laſt farewell of his life. 
The Divines, who are given him for fortifying and aſſiſting his ſoule,jn this her flighe 
and tranſmigration from Earth to Heaven, have re prevailed with him , ſoas 
;hi. | they make him ſee the fouleneſſe of hi: crime, in the ſharpneſle of his contrition and re- 
otance for the ſame; yea, he is become ſo humble and withall ſo forrowtu'l, for this 
ted | his bloody and degenerate offence, asI know not whether he thinke thereof with more 
nefe, or remember it with deteſtation and repentance. At his aſcending the Ladder, 
his © moſt of his SpeCtators cannot refraine from weeping, and the very light of their teares 
= the Arexment of his; as his remembrance of murthering his Mother, was the 
cauſe. | 
" Hee telsthem he grieves at his very ſoule, forthe fouleneſle of his fatt in giving his 
1: © Mother her death, of whom he had received hislife.He affirmes that drunkenneflc was 
not onely the root, but the cauſe of this his beggery and miſery,of his crime and puniſh- 
ment, and of hisdeboſhed life, and deſerved death, from which with a world of fighes 


ath I and teares he ſeeks and endevours to divert all thoſe who aff<Ct and prattiſe that beaſtly 
her © Vice-He declares,that his Mother wastoo vertuous ſo ſoone to go out of the world, and 


dy, | bwſelfe too vitious(and withall too cruell)any longer to live in it ; that the ſfinnes of his 
' Þ lik had deſerved this his ſhamefull death; and although he could not prevent the laſt, 
mY you he heartily and forrowfully repented the firſt. He prayed Gad to be mercifull ro 
is ſoule,and then beſought the world to pray unto God for that mercy;when ſpeaking 
:few words to himſelfe,and ſealing them with many teares,and farre Etched lighes,he 
kſtly bids the world farewell , when enviting the Executioner to doe his Office hee is 
hed I} turned over. / 
hi Y And ſuch was the yitious life, and deſerved death of this Execrable Son and bloody 
the © nillaine Maxrice « whereinT muſt confeſſe, that although his end were ſhamefull and 
; yet,it wasby far too too milde for the fouleneſle of his crime, in ſo cruelly mur= 


et | 

6 thering his deare mother Chriſtina, whom the Lawes both of Nature and Grace commans 
wes  &dhim to preſerve and cheriſh : Yea,let all Sons and Daughters of all ages and rankes 
ef © whatſoever looke on this bloody and difaſterous example of his, with fearez and feare 
npt vcommit the like by the ſight of his pumiſhmentr.It is a Hiſtory worthy,both of our me- 
ind © (tation &deteſtation, whether we caſt our eyes on his drunkenneſle,or fix our thoughes 
no- © 1nd hearts,on his murther : Thoſe who love and feare God,are happy in their lives,and 
im, © fortunate intheir deaths3 but thoſe who will neither feare nor love him, very ſeldome 


-his © prove fortunate in the one, never happy in the otherz and to the reſt of our iins,if we 
ick, | 2nce conſent and give way to adde that ſcarlet,and crying oneof murther ; that blood 
\m- © hich we untimely ſend to Earth, will in Gods due time draw downe vengeance on our 
roy, Heads from Heaven 5 Charity is the marke ofa Chriſtian, and the ſhedding of innocent 

ood, either that of an ———_ Atheiſt.,or a Devill. O therefore letus aff-& and ſtrive 
ea- | hate it in others, and ſo we ſhall the better know how to deteſt and abhorreit in out 
his ves, which that we may all know to our comforts,and remember to our conſolatiogs, 
om | ire&ugO Lord our God,and ſo we ſhall be direfted. 
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RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
?AILIP FARLE OF PEMBROKE AND 
Montgomery , Lord Chamberlaine to the King, 


onc of his Maiclties molt Honoutable Privie Counſel, and 
Knight of the moſt noble Order of the Garter. 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
Rei Aving formerly dedicated thethird Booke of theſe 
RF my T ragicall Hiſtories ( of aods Revenge 
againſt Murther ) t your Fncomparable 
Lord andBrotber, William Earleof Pem- 
brooke(who now lives with God)lI therefore 
beld my ſelfe bound ( by the double obligation 
of my duty e.your owne generous merits likewiſe 
"preſent this Fourth Book to your Protetlion © Patronage becauſe 
« England, ſo Europeperfettly knowes that you are as true an 
tire to bis Vertues, as tohis Fortunes, and i9h1is Gooaneſſe, as to 
bis greatneſſe,and that therfore it may properly be ſaid be ir not dead, 
becauſe they ( as well as bimſelfe) doe till ſurvive and live in 30u, 
vith eguall luſtre and plory, as having made either a happy Meta- 
morphoſts, or a bleſſed Tranſmigration into your Noble breaſt and 
reſolutions,and therefore as it was my ſimcere reſpetts and xeale to his 
Hononr that then drew me to that ambition ; ſo it is entirely the ſame 


PPbich hath now both invited and induced mee to this preſnmption to 


(2 your 


| XUM 


A Ry 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


your Lordſhip,having no other ends or obiett in this my Dedication, 
but that this booke of mine having the honour to be countenanced by 
ſo great a perſonage, and the felicity to be protefted by ſo bonoura. 
bleaMecenas,may therefore encounter the more ſafely with the va. 
rious bumours it ſhall meet with,and abide more ſecurely the different 
cen/ures of this our t00 faftidious age, 

How theſe Hiſtories(or the memorable accidents which they 6cn- 
zaine andrelate)will reliſh with your Lordſhips palate or indvement, 
# know not ; Onely becauſe you are a Noble Sonne of Gods { burch, 
and an Excellent Servant to your Prince and { ounirey, F therefor: 
rather hope then preſume,that your Honour will at lea(t bee pleaſed 
(ce,if nor delight to know and con/tder , bow the T riumphs of Gods 
Revenge and puniſhments doth herein ſecretly and provident{y mee 
with this crying and ſcarlet finne of premedited Murther, and wil 
the bloudy and inhuman? Perpetrators thereof ,wbo hereb3(as fo ma- 
n9 mercileſſe Burchers, and proargious Monſters of mankind) av 
Juſily make themſelves odious ro Men, and execrable to God audbi 
eTngelr. 

God hath{(deſervedly\) honoured your Lordſhip with the favour 
ewo great Earthlie Kings your Soveraignes,as firſt of our royall King 
Iames, the father, and now of our preſent moſt Renowned King 
Charles his Soune, and 9et this externall Honour and favour 
thetrs ts no way ſoglorious to 301, as that (mangrethe reigning vices 
of the world )you ſerve the true God of heaven, inthe puritie of you 
and feare andadore him in the integritie of your Soule. And to repre- 
ſent you withnaked T ruth,and not with Eloquence or Adulation, This 
Heavenly Pietie of yours F beleeve 15 the primereaſon, and true Eſ- 

ſentiall cauſe of all this your earthlie Honour, and ſublunarie Great- 
neſſe,and that this is it likewiſe which doth ſo reiogce your heart, and 
inrich and repleniſh your Houſe with ſo numerous and Noble an [/: 
fne,of bopefull and flouriſhing (hildren,who( as ſo many Olrve bran- 
ches of Vertue,and Syents and Plants of Honour) doth buthinvi- 
ronyorr Bed,and ſurronnd your T able,and who promiſe no leſſe than 
ſaturelie to magnifie the bloud, and to perpetuate and immortallize the 
"IM Flluſtriou 


"Im 
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Fluſtrious N ame and Family of the Herberts,to all Poſterity, 


Goe on reſolutely and conSlantlie( Noble Lord)in your religt- 
ous Pietieto God,and in your Candide and un{tained Fideluie to your 
Prince and ( ountry, that your life may triumph ore your death, and 


your Uertues contend to out-fhine your Fortunes, and that bereafier 


God (of his beft favour ang mercy) may make you as bleſſed and as 


glorious a Saint in Heaven,as now 1ouare agreat Peere and Noble 


Pullar here on Eartb,wbich none ſhall pray for with more true zeale, 
 defire or Piſbwith more reall and unfained affetion,than 


td ww 


Your Honours devoted 


and moſt humble Servant, 


Ioun REyNorps 
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The Grounds and Contents 
of theſe Hiſtories. \. _ 
Hiſtory XVI. | - ( 
Idiaques cauſeth _—_— Don Tuan to warrie Marſillia,awd then commits Adultery and I 
ceſt with her 5, She makes ber Father in Law Idiaques io poyſon his old wife Honoria, and 
likewiſe makes ber owne brother De Perez to kill her Chamber-maid Mathurina 3 Donly- 
an afterward: kils De Perez in a Dwell; Marſillia hath her braines deſht ont by a horſe,anl 


bey body is afterwards condemmgd to be buret 5 Idiaques is beheaded, his body con/umadin 
afher, andilieotonc into bh6 are. i - 


. Hiftory XV11. 


Harcourt fede; away bis bo3het Vimoryes wife Maſſerina, and ws her in Adulterie; She 
hireth Tivoly (an Italian Mountebank )to poyſon La Precoverte,who was Harcourts wife; 
Harcourt kzls hs brother Vimory, ard then marries his widdow Maſſerina 5 Tivoly # 
hanged for a robbery, and at his execution accuſeth Maſſerina for hiring him to poyſonla 
Precoverte, for the which ſhee is likewiſe hanged Noel (who was Harcouts war) on his 
dcatb=bed (Rſpefioth anhconfetlh bis. ſid Mafter for killing of his brother Vimory, wha 
of "ry foxnd guilty, he i broken alive on awheele for the ſame. 


Hiſtory XVIII. 


* 
r——_ ankk_ uo. a— __— 


Romeo (the I agnay of Porlary ) kils Radegonda, the Chamber-mraid of the T ad Feliſanga 
in the flireet , indis kanged for the ſame; Porlary afterwards hireth Caſtruchio (an dp 
thecary) to poyjen her kusband Seignior Planeze, for the which Caſtruchio i; hanged, ad 
bis body throwne into the River, and Porlary is beheaded, and then burnt. 


FEY Hi ſtory XIX. 
ee 12 \L 
Eeaumarays, end his brother Montaigre 1; Char pigny,and Marin (Fs ſecond)in aDv 
!;Blancheville ( the widdew of Chawpigni) is revenge thereof bireth Le Valley (wit 
wes ſervant to Beaumarays) ts awurther his ſaid Maſter with a $4 the which hee doth, 
for the which Le Valley is broken on a wheele, and Blancheville hanged for the ſame. 


Hiſtory X XK. 


EST comm 


Lorenzo »wrihereth his wife Fermia 3 He ſome twenty yeares after(as altogether un{ncxne, 
robleth his(and her) jonwue Themaſo,who likewiſe (not knowing Lorenzo tobe his fath®, 
doth accuſe him for that robbery, for the which he is hanged. | 
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HisTOAY. XVI. 


ques caw/eth bis ſor Don Tuan to aarry Manſillia, end then commits Adwltery and Tnceſs 

withher 5 She makes her Father in Law Idiaques to poyſon his owne old wife Honoria 5 end 

- bhewiſe makes ber own brother De Perez to kill ber Chamber-maid Muthurina 5 Don Tuan 

rm kits De Pere? in a Duel! ; Marſillio hath her braines dafht ont by « horſe, and 

r body is afterwa-ds condenmed to be burnt 5 Idiaques & beheaded, his body likewiſe 
ſumed is aſhes, and throwne into the ayre. 


FEtMalice be never ſoccretly contrived, and the ſhedding of 
Innocent bloud never fo wretchedly perpetrated, yet as our 
Conſcience is to us a thoufand witnefles, fo God is tous a 
thouſand Conſciences, firſt to bring it _—_—— then their 
Authors to deferved puniſhments for the fame, when they 
leaſt dreame or think thereof. For as there is no peace tothe 
wicked, fo they ſhall finde no peace or tes?) wan here.on 
Earth, either with God, or his creatures, becauſe ifthey 
would conceale it, yet the very Fowles of the ayre, yea, the 
| . ſtones and timbers of their chambers will detect it 53 For the 

Parth or Ayre will give them no breath nor being, but they ſhall hang betweene both, 
becauſe by theſe their fonle and deplorable fats, they have made themſelves unwor- 
thy of cither. A powerfull example, and a pittifull precedent whereof wee ſhall be- 
hold in this enſuing Hiſtory,where ſome wretched miſcreants,and graceleſle creatures, 
making themſelves guilty of thoſe bloudy crimes (by the immediate Revenge and Ju- 
ſlice of God) received exemplary and condigne puniſhments forthe ſame : May wee 


teadit to Gods gory, to the comfort of our hearts, and the inſtruttionofour ſoules. | 


as the City of Santarees which (by tract of time, and corruption of ſpeech) fome 
tearme Saint Arew, and which(after L;xhon) # one of the richeſt and beſt Pans 
Portugal, 


"hy - A. -* 
= th 
H- cen.» 


"Tortueall there dwelt a Gentleman of ſome fifty five yearesold; nobly deſcended, an 


ot a great eſtate and meanes, named Dor Sebaſtian 1dzaques, whole wite and Lady heig 
aged, of well neere fifty yeares, was termed Dona Honorza, and well ſhee deſerved that 
honourable: tmme;, forall ſorts of Vertues and honours made her youth famous, ani 
her age gloricus to all Portugal/ and Spaine. They had lived together in the bonds of 
Matrimony almoſt thirty yeares, with much Honour, content, and felicity, and forthe 
fruits of their affeCtion and marriage, they bad two ſonnes and foure daughters 3 by 
God in his pleaſure and Providence (for ſome reſerved reaſons beſt knowne to his Al 
Divine Majeſty) tooke from Earth to Heaven all their daughters, and one of ther 
ſonnes, ſo as now they have left them but one ſonne, named Do Inar, a gallant yo 
Gentleman, of ſome twenty five yeares old, of diſpoſition brave and generous,whou 
ter his firſt youthfull education under his father, had his chiefe breeding under the 
Duke of Braganza, to whom he was firſt a Page,and then a chicfte Gentleman retaining 
coDIp, whow (jhre doftthedeagh of his brother and ſiſters) his father called hows 
untohing. tabe hf comforfandcafſolation, and the prop and ſtay of his age, asalſy 
ofthe LidyAis mother, who had Ormerly acted a great part ingriefe, and a mournful 
one in ſorrow for the death of her children 3 and indeed Do# Tar, this ſon of thein, 
for all regards of Ccurtſhip, was held to be a compleat Gallant, and one of the price 
CavaJiers of Portugal, | Lf | | 
As for Td;#ques the father, though in all thecourſe and progreſle of his life, andin 
all the life and congudtion of mis actions, he bewrayed many morall and generous yer. 
tues, yet as one diſcordant ſtring marres the harmony of the beſt tuned Inſtrument,and 
the-coneent-of the {ſweeteſt melody and mulick 3 and as one foule Vice is naturally 
ſubject, and fatally incident to ecclipſe and drowne many rich and faire vertues, ſo(in 
this his old age, v-hent me had hont ured /him-with white haires)he debcſhed himſelfe 
ſomuch, and ſo ſortiſhly ſacrificed: his irregular affections to heart-killing concupj- 
ſence, »nd hisexorbitant deſires to ſoule-deſtroying adultery, that he very often made 
himſclfe a falſe and inconftant husband to his wife, and a true, yea, toa true a friendto 
Curtiſavs/and Strumpets,. His vertuous Lady Honoria extreamly grieves hereat, that 
now in hislater yeares hee ſhould 'thus laſcrvioufſy forget himſelte, both towardsher, 
and towards God. She uſcth all ſweet per{waſions, prayers and teares, tv diſwade and 
divert him from it, but ſeeing that all proves vaine, and that hee rather proves worke 
then better thereat, her diſcretion makes her brooke it with as much patience as ſhee 
can, and therefore ſhee ſcemesnot to ſee, or know that whereof (to her griefe anddik 
content) ſhe cannot be ignorant; Put here comes an aecident which will breed bothof 
them, and their Sonne Doz Tuan miſery of all ſides. - 
-Somes ſix leagues from Sartarexz was a wonderfull faire young Gentlewoman being 
a widdow, aged but of Twenty twoyeares, named Doza Marſillia well deſended, but 
by her late deceaſed Husband left but ſmall meanes, yet ſhe beares out her port brave- 
ly, and maintaines her ſelfe highly and gallantly. 3 and indeed ſhee is the prime young 
Lady for beauty in all thoſe'parts 3 Now the baſe Ambaſladors, and Emyſaries of Jd- 
aquer his beaſtly and 6bſcane Juſt (the true Vipers and Cankers of Common weales) 
give him ncticeof! er, and of her ſingular beauty, as well foreſeeing and knowing 
that it would be ſweet and-pleaſingnewes unto him. He viſits and courts her, butas 
young as ſbe-isſbe puts him off with peremptory refuſals, and in vertuousand mod 
tcarimes checks his age for this his laſcivious ſuit and motion to her : Buthe 1s as cqn- 
ſtantin his aff« Qion to her, as ſhe is diſdainfull to him 3 for his heart is ſo inſnareda 
intabgld in the fetters of her freſh and delicate beaurie, - that although fherefuſe hum, 
yethe will not forſake herz butafter many purſuits and viſits, ſhe at laſt well percer 
ving that: he loved her tenderly and dearly, and that he ſtill moſt importunately fre- 
quented her hcule and company, ſhee as a ſubtill and cunning young Gentlewoman, 
tels him plainly and p__y that ſhe will acquaint him with a ſecret ofher heant,? 


a requeſt of her minde and affeftion, which it hee will cauſe to be performed,ſhee then 
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I owes ſhee will for ever beat his diſpoſing and command 3 Idjaques thinking that ſhee 


wy crave ſome money of him, or ſome yearely penſion or annuity 3 he conſtantly pro- 
miſeth to grant and performe her requeſt 3 ſo ſhe (taking time at advantage) and firſt 
fearing him to ſecrecie, than (with many ſmiles and bluſhes) ſhee tels him, that if e- 
jerbe thinke to enjoy her love and her felfe, hee muſt uſe the meanes to marry his ſon 
Don Zan to her, which being effected, ſhee with much pretended ſhew of piety and 
affection, religiouſly ſwearesto him, that ſhee will never have the power or will tode- 
njhim any thing, but that his requeſts ſhall be to her as ſomany commands, and(but 
oeely for himſelte) if his ſonne Doz 7uan be her Husband,ſhee with many imprecations 
and aflevrations ſweares, that ſhee will ſacrifice her beſt bloud and lite;rather than dif- 
fzine his bed, or offer him the leaſt ſhadow of any ſcandall or diihonour whatſoever. 
[$4ques wondreth with admiration, and admires with wonder at this her ſtrange pro- 
tion, the which hee tinde: ſo knotty and intricate, as meaſuring Grace by Nature, 
ks judgement by his Luſt and Concupiſence, and his Soule by his Atﬀections, he knows 
wtwhat to ſay or doe herein 5 ſo he an{wereth her with more love than wiſdome, and 
frthat times leaves her in generall tearmes. Hee goes home, walkes penitvely in his 
Guden, an1 there coniults Pro and Cop on this bulinefle 3 faine he would preſerve his 
nes honour, and keepe the honour ofhis bed immaculate, but rhen the ſweet Ro- 
and Lillies of Marſ///aes youth and beauty at wonders in his heart,and beares downe 
ilother reaſonsand confiderations before it : Hee viſits her agame and againe, but he 
ndes her inviolable conſtant in her former reſolution. All the favour and courteſie 
fhich he can gaine from her, are a few extorted kifles, which ſo inflame and ſ-t »n fre 
tsaged heart and afteCtions, as at laſt like a gracelcfle father, he faithfully promiſerh 
kxrtouſe his beſt art and power to procure his ſonne to warry her. To which end hee 
akes him aſide, and in the ſofteſt and ſweeteſt tearmes hee can deviſe, paints out Mar- 
flis's prayſes and Vertues to him in the pureſt and rareſt colours, adding withall, that 
though ſhee bee not exceeding rich, yet that her perſonage is ſo exquiſite, and her 
ections ſo excellent, as that ſheeevery way meriteth to be wife to a Prince. Dor 1- 
(by what fatall fortuneI know not) reliſheth this motion of his father, to ſeeke the 
Lady Marſ/ia for his wite, with much delight and joy, and farrethe more and the ſoo- 
ter, inregard hee (in divers companies) hath formerly heard the fame of her beauty 
atolled, and the glories of her Vertues advanced to the Skie, ſo hee takes time of his 
ther to conſider hereof, and rides over ſometimes with him to Saint E?eze to viſit 
terz Hee findes her wonderfull faire and beautifull, and wondeFFull coy 3 ofa very 
feet and Majeſticall carriage, and of a delicate and curious ſpeech , tit bairs toen=- 
tare the heart, and to betray the judgement of a more ſolide underſtanding than that 
*fDow Tuan. Shee atts her part as wiſely as hee doth amorouſly and paſſionately ; For 
te more ſhee makes ſhew to retire and conceale her aftection from him, the more heis 
novoked to advance and diſcover his to her 5 but he cannot be ſo much cnamoured of 
terbeauty, as ſhe 1s with the great Eſtate of Lands and Demaines whereunto God and 
bs father have made him-heire. 

Whiles thus the father privately, and the ſon publikelyare ſeeking to make Marſel- 
khis wife, the old Lady Hororia the mother, by many ſtrong reaſons ſeekes to divert 
him from her. Shee hath perfect notice of her husbands long and often frequenting of 
Marfilia's houſe and company, and therefore fearing the vanity of his age, and doub- 
_e frailty of her youth and chaſtity, her jelouſte and judgement at laft findes out 

concludes, that his familiarity with her is farre greater than honour can warrant, 
ohoneſty allow of;:Upon which foundation ſhe in her diſcontentcd looks and filence, 
bewrayes unto her ſonne Doz 1#as, her conſtant and reſolute averſneſſe from him to 
marry her, the which ſhee peremptorily and religiouſly forbids him upon her blefling, 
adding withall, that if he marry her, there will infallibly more miſeries and calamities 
attend their nuptials, than as yet it is poſſible for him cds to know or conceive 3 the 
which ſhee prayes him to read'in her lookes and ſilence, to remember it when hee ſees 

her 
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hernot, and totake itas the trueft adviſe, and ſecureſt Counſell of a deere Mothery 
her onely Sonne. Dor Tnanruminates on theſe ſpeeches and adviſe of his Mother, ai 
th.re were ſome deepe abſ{truſe myſterie or ambiguous Oracle contained and hiddej 
therein, the which becauſe he hath equal! reaſon as well to feare that this match of hi; 
with Marſi//ja may prove fatall, as to hope and beleeve that it may prove fortunate, hee 
makes a ſtand thereat, as vowing to proceed therein with adviſement, and not withts 
meritic and precipitation 3 and fo forbeares fora month or two to viſit her : Butths 
more the Sonre flyes oft in his affection from Marſ/ia, the more doth ſhee doe the lik: 
frem his father in requitall, whereat he grieves with diſcontent, and ſhe ſeemes to bite 
herlip with ſorrow. 7diaques chargeth his ſon to tell him from whence this his ſutde 
ſtrangeneſle and unkindnetlc rowards Marſi{/ia proceedeth3the which he anſweres with 
a med--{t excuſe, as ſavouring more of diicretion than diſobedience, but yet wholly 
concealeth his Mothers counſcll and adviſe to him from his Father, the which not 
withſtanding he vehemently (uſpecteth 1t proceeds from her and her Jealou lie. Mufi- 

[1a is enraged to ſee her ſeltc deprived of Doz Tuazr, whom in her ambitious thought, 

hopes.and wiſhes ſhee had already made her Husband 3 and how foever Idragques his Fx 
ther ſeckes to conceale and palliate this bulinefle towards her, yet ſhee beleevesitis 

his faulc, and not his Sonnes. She layes1t to his charge, and knitting her browes, ſhe 

conjurcth him to tell her from whence his Sonnes unkindacefle to her proceeds : fe 

tels her, he 15 confident. that 1t 1s his old Mother who hath diverted him from her, 

whereat {he 18 xccedingly enraged 3 When ſeeing this old Letchcr ſoopen and plaine 

with her, ſhee ſoothing him up with many kitles, tels him that this ol:l Beldarn his wif 

muſt firſt be tin heaven. be orc he can hope to enjoy her, or ſhee his Son here on Earth; 

when (being allurcd and provoked by the treacherous ſuggeſtions and bloody temp: 

tations of the Devill) thee profters him to vilit her, and ſo to poylon her, which heop- 

pel-th and cor tradicteth- 5 and contrary toall reafon and ſenſe, and repugnanttoal 

Humanity and Chriſtanity, yea, to Nature and Grace, (as a Husbind fitter forthe 

Devill, than for this goed old Lady his Wite) hee undertakes and promiſerh her ſpee- 

dily to perfor e it himſcife 3 yea, the Devill is now fo ſtrong with him,and he withthe 

Devill, that becauſe hee loves Marſrfza, therefore hee muſt hate his owne deare wife, 

and veituous Lidy Honoria,and becaute hee hates her, thereforc hee mult poyſon her; 

lewd part ofa man, a toul-.rone of a Chriſtian, but a moſt helliſh and bloodyone 

of a Eusband to his ewne wite, who cught tobe ncere and deere unto him, as being his 

owne Beth and blo0t, Yea the other halfe of himſelfe. He cannot content himſclfer 

ſecketoabuſc 2nd betray his Sonne, but hee muſt alſo murther the mother. So wanting 

the feare of Ged before his eyes, and repleat with as much impicty and Cruelty, ahe 

was Cevoyd of all Grace, he 1s reſolute inthis his helliſh rage and malice again{t her,and 

{o to pleaſe his young Strumpet, he will ſend this good old Lady his wite to Heavenin 

a Lloudy Cctiin, ſo withoutthinking of Heaver or Hell, or of God, or his ſaule, he pro 

cures {tropg, poyfen, and acting the part of a fury of Hell, and a member of the Devil, 

hee asa wretched and execrable Husband, adminiſtrethit to her in preſerved Barba- 
rics, which he ſaw her uſually tolove and eat, whereof within thaee dayes after ſhe 
dx, tothe extreame gricte and ſorrow of her Sonne Dor Tar, who bitterly wept, for 
this his mothers haſty and unexpected death, but the manner thereof he knowes not, 
and indeed doth ro way in the worldeither doubt or ſuſpe& thereof. 

His Father /diaques makes a counterfeit ſhew of ſorrow and mourning to the world, 
for the death of his wite, but Godin his due time will unmacke this his wretched hy- 
pocriiic, and detect and revenge this his execrable and deplorable murth: r. Now as 
ivone as Marſlliais acveritied of the Lady Honoria's death, ſhe notable to containe her 
Joyes, doth infinitely triumph rhereat,and within.leſſe than two moneths after her bu- 
riall, Id;agues and MarſfY;z wor ke fo politiquely with Don Inan, as he marries Marſillit, 
al:hough hi: mothers adviſe to him in the garden, do ſtill run in his mind and thoughts, 
and noiy hee brings home his luſtfull Spouſe and Wife to his lewd and _— 
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 thars houſe at Sextrareas; where ([ write with horrour and ſhame) hee hoſt beaſtly and 
humanly very often cominits Adulteryand: Inceſt with her, and theya& it ſo cloſe. 
that for the firſt yeare artwoyhis Sonne Por Tran, hath no newesor inkling thereof,and 
pow "bler/6ia governeth ahd rules all, yea her incontinency with her Father 1diaquer 
_ _ Free Towra rw ye — w- _ his houſe; but him= 
Jand dominceres mt udlyand/imperioutly overall his Servants. Her waitiug 
mid :Mathuwrira obſerves andh takes! exact 7 doug of her, yaun Lake 
full; aridaintawfull familiarity, 'with-her Fatherjn Law Jdiaques, the which her mi» 
winderfitanding;, amely beatzherfor the fame z; and twice whips her ſtarke 
noked'in her Chamber,jand dragges ber abuut by het haire, although this poore young 
6emlowomans with a: world:of teares.and prayers, beggs her to deſiſt give 
avgt2;cti 1! Da: @ ©? LL: 12d bios rhe 34d 36h 2c 1) ge : torclve | 1 13351ol rg hh 
eiſdt decbentagapayes and/meanes to ſetforth his glory, indetefting of Qrimes,and 
pmiſhingiob offenders; yea he isnow. pleated toimakeufe of this young maidens dif= 
and ichblleragathſt: her infenſod Lady andi Miftris, for wee ſhall tee her pay 
dear torthiserimlty and tyranny of hers towards henry] for. Matherina, being a Gentle» 
wman by birth, ſhe takes thoſe blowes and ſevere uſajzeofher lady in;ſ@il] part.and 
ldgedli xifoddepulyn her heart and memory; 42{ber vowed barrevenge;ſha]l requite 
1 ofithat her'etuclty andtyranny towards her r14 WW bereupon{with mdorehaſte then 
treton,; / and ivith moretinalice thanfidelity) ſhe in-her hot blood, goestq Don Tac 
heryonng maſter,. tek him ofthis: fouls bu bactle: betwixt his young wife and old Fa; 
ther; [to the difgrace and ſhame of ha ture! ;and makes -him ſee and know. his/owne dil 
bedqarz/ intheir brunfb andbeaſtly-ddubery and meeſt, Darilfinos extreamely grieves 
yexhois bothamanedand aſtoniſhed adthe report of this unnatural] crime as 
wedoChus-yourlg weifo agaged! Father.) Hee cannie :refraine/from choller and tears 
kneaty/ tofeehimſcife thuvinfinitelyabuſed by hernbeauty; -andþetrayed by his luſt, 
mbifa be s beaſtly,:yeaprophane-patt; for one man, and friend:to offer-it toanother, 
how-much more'for a Fsthertoidfferitto; his awne; yes to.-hid:onely Sonne., Hegs= 
xineſſe from'her youth and prace From age,.'but as his wife hathbere- 
mfringed herwoiv; and/oath off wedlack; fo hath his wretched- father exerzeded; 
broken thols tules and precepts of Nature; yea;bes ſonerled:with the xeport. and. 
fechbd with theconfideratian and memario hexdof;that he abhortes her mhidelity,and 
bbisbeart aniſoule deteſteth his inhuchanitie 3) ſo:as the knowledge, bereaf dath ſa 


jſtlymcenſc himagaiaſthber, and-exaſperate himifelfe againſt big: 3 that; reſplyingta 
it hisowne honour, asmach a9 they haye blemiſbed and ryihed it, and;thexein.their 
une; he fcornes to beanieyer Witnefie , wuth keflean accelfary. of this higfhameave 
theivinfanty. © $8 hee here enters int@aidifcreetandi generous conſultation, with Þjgers 
kifes howto beare kimfſelftin.this ſtrange and diſhonourablepecident,s when perceis 
rinzand findinjg chat both his wife and father, had by:this their beaſtly Agdyheryayd 
Ioefh; matle:themfelvedforavet unworthy of his-fight and company-3 he here forguer 
diſdaiming: hendeforth tb-fee her; on tptake with him, verychutdenly (upon-a rake 
enflrohodanfllexamnination of Mithurine, who ſtood firmely, and vertyouſly to her 
former depolſitionand atev{gtianagainſd them) takes harſe and rides away from/$4x> 
teenito Lichene;| where profiding tiwnfflfc of invnies;and other .neceſlaries, het take 
poaſt for $paim,and thetebuildasiipkitseſidenceand ſtay atthe.Court at Madrid, where 
wee will for a while leave him,tolptake dofiother accidents which fall out inthe courſe 
efthisHiſtorys: 2 (ot pri ro date] mol poi doin aheb ou rr gy 
'1baues ſeeing thefuddem dltpartateochihit Sdnne, and Maſha of her Hugband, Dox 
than; 'and heing both aflured thatt he had Come (ever notice and. intelligence of their 
hſtivious datliancesandaffeltion, ns grieves,and ſbee extremely ſtormes 
thereat;becauſethey know hat thisfoule; ſcandalllwillwholly-zefleG &falluponthems 
ad how by this hisſuddenand diſcolitonted depatture- from them; will be made ngto« 
round apparent tg allthe world, »/Buthow to remedy «-they-know not; rerent9ne 
| t 
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#3 betvfayeth his ſmallreſpect;and.diſcovereth. his implacable diſpleature towaridy 
Heww! Bur igthere isno:malice and revenge to that of a Woman, ſo Marſijaalluring 
herfelfe thatit was her Maid Mathurizs who (to. the prejudice and {candall of her Ho 
.n6ur) hadufiltecked the myſterieto her Husband::Dox J#az, thee enters anto ſo furibus 


he: rs {ooutragiousl fury againſt hers ſlieprovides her-fclfe of rods,and intends 


thenektyfiorne'e'reſheebe ſtirrmgout of her bed; to wreake her: frexce.anger and in- 
Henariotiifþen her : Bitthis ſharpand ſevere retolution af hers; isndtocloſely.car- 
ried by heebut'Mathuriza hath perfet notice thereofjand:toprevent thisantended oor: 
wQion arid <ruelty of her incenſed Lady and Miſtris, ſhee themght befott takes horſe; 
in# fo rides hometo the Towne of St. Saviorrs-to her father; and there, rom points 
ointrelateth him all which had paſt betwixt her Ledy and her ſelfe, and betwixt:hes 
band's Rerſelfe, and her father in Law: andthat now:difdaining ar | ay to fee 
her: ashet body, ſo her tongueisatliberty 3 for ſhe is not, and-ſhe will-not be ſparing 
publiſh bib Miſtris7ahd ber farkerin law'sſhamefull familtarityatid adultery toge- 
164; But this inidifcretion,' and licentious follyof her tongue will colther farre dearey: 

Eo tt Int 2g 203 eofgt oy end 14! 16 fhow 
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atel 
Aiſcontented' departure from her. 'Shee proteſterh moft ſeriouſly and deepelyto hin 
of her and her father in'Law 745aques iinnocency in this pretended crime and ſcaridall; 
Tels him thit Mathwritzais-the onely author and reporter thereof, ' and:therefqreui 
thit baſe and lewd tongue of hers be etersally ſtopped and hlenced, : ie fhallnevera- 
6y any triie"coritent'to/her: heart; ' or peace to her thoughts.and mind' extherjoftis 
orld; or this life : When his affeftion to her makes him/to yecld fach:confidenceto 
er ſpeeches; 'yowes/” and complaints, that ho holds them'to:bee'as trueas Scriptures 
5; and the undoubred Oracles of Truth and-Innocency 3'Wwhen'to pleaſe and 4a 
er. he bid$her be of good cheareand comfort; and that heiwill ſpeedily takefuchior- 
Aer that Mathirina's ſcandalous tongue ſhall not-long' eclipſe het fame;/2or any furthet 
Blemifh the luſtre of her reputation:: When this baſe and bloody Gentleman, De-Pertt; 
t6 make good this his promiſe to his execrable Siſter, he ſecretly rides.ower to St.' $a 
m13.and thets by mightwayting neereher fathersdgore, when Matharixa would chance 
to iſſye forth » hein adarke night eſpying her (without any more ceremony ot fuithes 
z4peſtulationyrunnes her thorow the body two feveralſtimes',/''wlexeofpoore bane: 
fi-innocent{cule ſhee falls downe dead to his| feerwithoutionce ſpeaking oreryie- 
$5 Þe Peret ſeeing her diſpatched; he preſently rakes horie(which hismintbereledby 
Hitn) and poaſts away to Siuntavent, _—— ther ſcene mordiſcovered?; And'ithusthis 
Hoody ville! moſtdeplorablyembrycd hisp ity haddsinthoinnotentblood of this 
FExtnous Vouts Gentle woiman; whonever offzeifled hawinthought,word, chalcrſn 
(12552 
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Hitt. XVI. Don Juan and Marſillia. 


all her life 3 an4 albeit that her father $igneor Pedro de Caſtello makes curious enquiry 
and reſearch for the Martherer of his Daughter, yet De Perez (mounted at advantage) 
hath recovered Saztarem in ſafery. But God will in due time finde him out to his ſhame 
and confuſion 3 yea, and then when his ſecurity and courage little dreames there- 
of. 

As ſoone as he comes to Savtarew, he acquaints his filter MarſiVia of his diſpatchirlg 
of Muthurina, who is infinitely glad thereof, and extremely thankefull to him for the 
fame, and now her malice and revenge lookes-wholly on her Husband Dex 14an, for 
offering her this unkind and ſcandalous indignity of his departure,and for tacitely tax- 
ing and condemning her of incontinency with his father Idiaques,which her adulterous 
heart, and inceſtuous ſoule and conſcience doth inwardly confeſle and acknowledge, 
though the perfidiouſneſle and hypocriſie of her falſe tongue doe publikely _ itz 
yea, with her beſt art and policy, and with her ſweeteſt ſaules and kiſles, ſhee hath by 
this time ſo exaſperated this her bloody brother againſt him, that (out of his vanity 
and folly) hee prophanely vowes unto God, and ſeriouſly protelts and ſweares.unto 
her, That if he knew where he were, hee (for the vindication of her honour and inno 
ency, would ride to him and fight with him, except he would reſolve togive him 
ind her ſome valuable reparation, and honourable ſatisfaGion to the contrary, which 
hee ſeales and confirmes to her with many amorous ſmiles, and.laſcivious kiſles. . But as 
yeare commonly never nearerdanger than when we thinke our felves fartheſt from it: 
God being as ſecret in his decrees... as ſacred. in his reſolutions, we ſhall ſhortly ſee 
De Perez toverifie and confirme it in himſelfe ; for as in the heat of this his ſottiſh affe- 
tion to his ſiſter, hee is ready to fight with her Husband Doz Inar, if he knew where he 
ns; loe thenewes of his reſidence in Madrid, when he leaſt thinkes thereof, is acci- 
&ntally brought him bya Servant of his owne whom he purpoſely ſends to $ antarene 
mth theſe two enſuing letters, The one ſentand direfted from him to his Father, the 


oer co his wife Mar//Zja. That to his Father ſpake thus. 


3%. 2 


DoxIvanto IDIAQVE:S:!' | 1 


4 


\ / As there no other woman of the whole world for you ts abuſe but nity Wife, and was your 

faith ſo weake with God, or you ſo ſtrong with the Devill, that you niuft therefore make 
kr your Strumpet, becauſe ſhee was my Wife 2 If Nature would not informe you that I ans your 
tom, yet you are my Father, and it ſhould have taught you to hane\ beene more natural to mee, 
more howourable to the world , more reſpetfull to your ſelfe, and more religious to God, and 


net 10 have made your ſelfe guilty of theſe foule crimes of Adultery and Jnceft with her, the leaf 


whereof is ſo odious to God, and ſo deteſtable to 1m en; that Tmant tearmes, not teaves to expreſſe 
#. For hereby as you have made my ſhame infinite, ſo ltkewiſe you have made your owne infamygs 
inal], the conſideration whereof gives met ſo much griefe, andthe remembrante/ſorrow, that 
belding you for ever unworthy of my ſight, and ſhee of my company, Thave therefore left Portu- 
gall for Spaine, and for/aken Santarem, to live and die here in Madrid. Andwhen hereafter 
Goaſhall be ſo merciful to your ſaule, to let you fee that the Winter. of your age makes you fitter 
for your grave than for my bed, and for your winding-ſheets than for my Wife, you will then hold 
this reſolution and proceeding of mine towards you as honourable, as this your crime to mee is 
unnatural, the which if you henceforth redeeme not with an Ocean of bitter teares, and a world 
Apentant and religious Prayers to God, T rather feare than doubt, that his Divine Majeſty 

wake you as miſerable, as you have made me unfortunate. ITY | 
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His Letter to his Wife ſpake this language. 


Don IVantoMaARSILLIA. 


W-- Devil! poſſeſſed thy heart with luſt, and thy ſoule with impiety, to make thee vzy 
V late thy vow which thou gaveſt me in marriage, by committing thoſe dammable ſing; 
of Adwitery and Fnceft with my naturall Father + And if the conſideration that Twas thy Hyg 
banitt could not in Grace dtterre thee from it, yet (me thinkes) the remembrance that hee w,; 
ay father ſhould it: Nature have made thee both to abhorre and deteſt it. And although my tex 
der affetFoonto thee, and filall obedience to himt,neade ne expe? more goodneſſe from thy youth, 
Hd Grace from bis age, yet Gods a juſt Tudge, ani your hearts art true witneſſes of theſe zz 
annaturall crimes and fonle trigratitude towards mee, which hath caft ſs great a blemiſh aud 
ſedndall on mite hononr, and daſhed my joyes with ſo many untimely affliFions, and immerited 
owes,'that 1 hive «bandontd Portugal aud Santarem for thy ſake, and betaker my ſelſe to 
ive mrd die in Madrid iz Spaine for »rine 5 where I will ftrive to make my ſelfe. as contented 
as diſcontent tan take mee, andſoleave this thy emormons crime, and the puniſhment there 
#0 God, in thoia thou mayeſt bee happy, but without whone thou wilt aſſuredly be miſerable. Ani 
thinke to what juſt calamnties and miſeries thine inordinate lifts, and laſciviows deſires and 
delights have alveady deſervedly reduced andexpoſed thee. Sith henceforth Twill no more eſteem 


e ty Wife, ' or my ſelft thy Husband, and that God will aſſuredly looke on thee with an eyeif 


indignation, and the world;of contempt. 
| Don Ivan. 


7djaques having read and peruſed that Letter of his ſonne, and Marſi1lia this of her 
Husband Dor-Zagy, they are therewith ſo touched in heart with ſhame, and ſtungin 
conſcience wit w tor their foule crimes of Adultery and Inceſt, that they bluſh 
each at other, an of them moſt bitterly curſe the name and memory of Mathur 
2:4, who was the firſt a r of this report to him,and which ſo ſuddenly incenſed him, 
and occaſioned his depart, So to beare up their reputations to the world, and thei 
famesto him, they reſolve (Without either asking leaue or pardon of God) to juſtife 
their innocency hereof to him, and ſo to purſue and ſolicite his returne, To whichet 
fect they write and .xetume him (by his owne ſervant) their two ſeverall Lettersinafs 
{werof his, whereof that of 7diagues his father carried this meſſage. 


CODOE IDiaqQvVES to DoNIVAN. 


T Hau aozft wrong thyſelfe and the truth, God and thy Conference, and thy wife and Mtt, 
2. inſo bajely taxing ms of thuſe fonle fines of Tuceſt and Adultery, whereof wee are as tral) 
iggacent, et tho falſely and. malitionfly\deexreſt ws guilly. For T have not abuſed het 1 
»24de her my S$trumpet, although not God, Iut the Devill ( inthe flanderous tongue of Vi; 
thurina ) bath -2y4de- thee to beleeve jo. For Nature hath taught mee more Grace and g0 + 
neſſe, not/o litile-ippiety; ifor that T know they are ſinnes more 'odious to God, and deteſt 
ble to the world:,- than-either thy ſorrowes tan expreſſe , or thy anger depaint mee. Nerther 
have 1 made thy ſhame infinite.er caſt thou make my mfamy viſible nmch leſſe eternall,although 
herein thou ſhew me thy indignation, together with thy diſobedience, by leaving Portagall for 
Spaine, 'and Santarem for Madrid, whereof becauſe thon wilt not make thy duty, Twill ton- 
tent my ſelfe tomake thy diſcretiex Indge betwixt ws , Ff thon have not dorie me more wrong, 
than enther thy ſelfe,and the truth right herein , and offered a ſcandal likewiſe to thy Wives ho- 
nour.who made thy company her chiefeſt joy, as now ſhee doth thy abſence her ſharpeſt miſeric & 
afji1G 1on. . How then can I goe to my grave-with content, when thou forſakeſt her bed with ma- 
lice, and my houjewith dijdaine £ My innocency in thy accuſation hath 110 way irritatedor 
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Jn Ty 77 OO . — - 
ended God, and, if therefore with teares and Prayers thou wilt reſolv2 to arke God, thy 
Wiſe, and mee forgiventſſe for this thy foule crime, and monſtrous ingratitude towards us, then 
mine ares ſhall be as open as ever they have beene to receive, and my houſe to welcome thee,and 
herein thou ſhalt make thy ſelfe as truly happy, as thm falſly and uucharitably thinkeſt that God 
will rake mee miſerablee | | 


IDIAQVES. 
"The anſwer of his wife MaxſPiato him was couched in theſe tearmes. 
- =P MARSILLIA toODoN IuAN. 


— neither Luſt nor the Devil which can make me infringe or violate my Vow given thee int 
| although thou art as far from the truth as from God to beleeve it. But how ſhall T 
ge that thy tongue will excuſe mee of theſe thy pretended foule crimes of Adultery and Inceſt, 
TP to my aſtonifhment and griefe Tſee thou likewiſe condemneſt thy old father to bee guilty 

threofwith mee © And if this be any way affetion to mee, or obedience to him, let allother 

Hybands judge, and all Sons define and determine. But to returne thee truth for thy falſhood) 

ip age expeFed and deſerved wore grace, and my youth and Vertnes more affeFion and good- 

me from thee, than to bave beleeved thoſe falſe calummies and impoſtures upon the bare report 

adpralitions relation of my hand-maid Mathurina, which are now dead with her, and are «s 

fleas thy raſhneſſe and her revenge makes thee beleeve them true, for it is neither Tnor thy fa- 
ter who have any way blemifhed thine honour, or vanquiſhed thy joyes, but rather thy ſelfe, and 
thtoo too unkinde and haſty departure from Santarem to Madrid, which (to the prejudice of 
tetruth, and of my content and honour) hath occaſionedit. For my heart and (oule will teſti- 

+ Wl fboth with mee and for mee, that my affeFion and conſtancy is both as ſpotleſſe, firme, and 
n i ine to thee, as thy jealonſie 3s falſe towards my ſelfe, and therefore as thou leaveſt my pretended 
' K.-2 ſowill Ithy reall ingratitude both to time and to God, and if yet thou wilt be ſo wilfully 
» Wl mne/{to live from me, and conſequently not to eſteeme me thy wife, yet as it is my zeale and du= 
, I to begge and pray thee torreturne to mes ſo Twill make it my Integrity and Conſcience ſtilts 
t Wl boldand love thee for my Hucband, and ſo preſerving my heart for thee, as I doe my ſoule foi 
e 


Gd, Thope with aſſurance and confidence that 1 ſhall have no canſe to feare either his indigna- 
tion , or the worlds contempt , inregard Thave neither merited the oe , nor deſerved the 0+ 


; rn. 7 
MARSILLIA. 


_ "Upon the writing and contents of theſe two Letters _— to his ſonne, and 
of Marſillis to her Husband Dor Tuar, the Reader may pleaſe to obſerve 'and re- 
member with how. much policie, and with how little Piety they ſeeke to over- 
nile and deny theſe their Adulteries and Inceſt towards him, thereby to make 
weir, ations and themſelves appeare as innocent, as they are guilty both to him 
nd to, God. But God being the Authour of Truth, and the Father of Light, and 
whoſe Sacred Throne and Tribunal is environed with more glorious Sunnes than we 
ke iſtering. Starres inthe Firmament 3 Hee will rey unmaſke this their hypo- 

he, - and bring their foule fins of Adultery and Inceſt, both to light and puniſhment. 
ow. as Marſl19 is exorbitantly lafcivious in her affeCtion to her brother De Perez, 
| Macs reciprocally ſo to her, ſo with. a world of falſe ſighs atd teares ſhee fhewes 
| | iimberLetter, and her fathers in law 7djaques, which they had ſent to her Husband 
- | Doninas, to Madrid, and with, many female oaths and afſeverations proteſteth to 
him of both their innocencie herein, which her brother beleeves, yea, her fained 
forrowes and falſe teares had fo. farre trenched and gained upon' his cruelty, that 
n.contemplation and commiſeration of her wrongs, hee was then fo vaine and im- 
Rn. y D'd' 2 | '** pious. 
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pious, as.once hee thought to have carried theſe two Letters himſelfe into Spaixe, and | 
there to have fought with Dsx Tuan for the reparation of his fiſters honour. Butatlaft 
leaving pallion to conſult with reaſon, and temerity againe to bee vanquiſhed and 
ſwayed by judgement, firſt that theſe Letters of theirs ſhould ſee Spaire, and then to 
attend his brother in Law Doz Tuan his anſwer to them, and as he ſhall therein finde 
him either perverſe or flexible to his wives deſires, and his fathers expectations, hee 
will then accordingly beare himſelfe and his reſolutions towards him, and hereon 
both himſelfe and his ſiſter Marf#adoe joyfully determine and conclude. So Dor Inax; 
owne ſervant returnes theſe twoaforeſaid Letters from Sestarem to Medrid to his Ma- 
ſter, who breaking up the ſeales, and perufing them, hee dothnot a little wonder at 
his wives impudency, and his fathers impiety, in ſo ſtrongly denying theſe their foule 
crimes to him : But he isnot a little aſtoniſhed, and withall afflifted and grieved, when 
he falls upon that point and branch of his wives Letter, which reports the death'of hey 
maid Mathurine, for in his heart and conſcience he now' verily thinkes and beleeves 
that his wife in her inveterate malice and revenge toher, hath cauſed her to be mur. 
thered, and ſent her to Heaven ina bloody winding ſheet. But alas,if it be ſo, howty 
revoke orremedy it he cannot. Once therefore he was minded to bave neglected theſe 
their Letters, and ſo tohaveanſvered them with perpetuall oblivion, and a difdain 
full filence : But then againe conſidering with himſelfe that this might rather increaſe 
than extenuate their hopes of his returne, . he betakes himfelfe to his Study, wherets: 
king pen and paper, he, negleCting his father, traceth his wife this Letter in anſwer 
of hers, and againe ſendsit her into Psrtugall by his owne ſervant, which afſureth them 
of his reſolution not to returne., * | bh AS 


DoxIvantoMAaRSILLIA.. 


 þ He receit of thy ſecond Letter hath not diminiſhed, but confirmed and augmented my cow 
fidence of my Fathers ſhame, and thy infamy, in your foule finnes of Adultery ani Iuc, 
perpetrated againſt mee, and which is worſe, againſt God, (othat I azs jully reſolved for exer 
to forſake his houſe, and thy company, and to live and die here in Madrid, as griefe and df 
confolation will permit mee; For Tprize the (unjuſt) Apologie of thy (pretended) Tanoctnit 
at ſolow arate, and valne it at jo baſe an eſteeme, as Idiſdaine it for thy ſake, and thy [eſe 
thine owne. Tae as much grieve,as Fboth doubt and feare, thou rejoyceſt at thy Maid Math- 
rina's death, and as 1 am ignorant of the manner, ſo if my Father and thy ſelfe have beenethe 
cauſe thereof, you have then all the reaſons of the world to beleewe, that God (who 3s as juſt inhis 
reſolutions, 4s ſacred in his decrees) will in the end revengeit to his glory, and puniſh it fayoir 


confuſion. 
Dox IuaXk.. 


This Letter ofhis doth inflame his wife with malice and indignation, for now.het 
father and ſhce ſec theſe their Juſtfull and Naſcivious crimes ſeated and confirmedin 
his beleefe, and his ſtay in Spaine fixed in his anger, and eternized in his reſolyition: 
When as cloſe as they beare it, yet knowing full well that the world will take noriceot 
it, andere long make it their publike ſcandall and infamy ; He'is-fo devoid of Grace 
and ſbee of goodneſle, that to prevent it, hee wiſheth his ſonne in Heaven with bis 
mother, and fſhee her old Father in law ingrave: with her young maid Mathyrivs 
Bur theſe vaine hopes of theirs may deceive them, which as yetthey two arenot 
wiſe tothink of, nor ſo cautious or religious to conſider, but rather more reſeinÞling 
bruit beaſts than Chriſtiane, they ſtil] continue their obſcene and inceſtucus pleaſures, 
thewhich Itake ſmall delight or pleaſure to mention in regard of modeſty, or tore 


peat in reſpeU of Nature and Honour. Here MarſiNja againe repaires to her brother 
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ne Perez,as to her Oracle and Champion 3 ſhe ſhewes him both thele twolaſt Letters of 
her busband to his father and her ſelfe, and copjureth hjsheſt advice and ſpeedieſt a(- 
ſtance for the recovering of her honour, in that ofher husbandsaffeCtion and com- 

any. Gr. elſe that ſhee were freed from him... and/he. gut of this life and this world, 
that ſo her ſcandall and wrongs might die,with. hin, . and for ever beraked upin'the 
Juſt of his grave, & buried with him incterna}l oblivzen and ſilence-Doz Perez (in heart 
and minde) is ſo much his ſiſters, as hee is no more him(elfe, when making his afteCi- 
on doe homage to her ets and his judgement and, reſolution to pay tribute to his 
iffection, be prayes her to referre this char e and bulinefle to the care of his diſcharge 3 
when giving her many kiſles, and at Il to read. his, heart in his eyes, he gives her 
the good night; and the next morning being 1mpatient, fall delayes, he takes one Se- 
ienior Gaſper Lopezy a noble Gentleman, and a valiant intimate friend of his with him, 
ind relating him his intent to fight with his brother, Doz wan, and the cauſe thereof : 
They undertake this journey of Spajze,and ſo arrive at Madrid, where Lopez prayes Pe- 
1 to make him his ſecondin that Duell ; De Perez thanks him for this his affetion, but 
tels him he will hazard himſelfe,but not his friend 3 ſo writing a Challenge to Dor 7uar 
hee ſeales it up, and requeſteth Lopez to deliver itto him,and the ſame night to returne 
him his anſwer. Z opez accordingly findes out Dor 1van mn his owne chamber, and gives 
itto him in faire and diſcreet tearmes, who wendring 1t :came from his brother in laty 
De Perez; but farre more tounderſtand that he was now in Madrid, hee no way dre< 
ming of a Challenge, but rather thinking that his wife hjs ſiſter had ſent bim thither 
tohim to worke her reconciliation, and conſequently. his returne to her to Sartare, 
hee haſtily breakes upthe ſeales thereof, . findes it charged with this language. 


DEPEREZ to DoNIVAN. 


x 


-_ Jeene thy inveterate malice to thy = my ſiſter , in thy falſe and ſcandalous Letters to 
ber,and Portugall hath readit in thy ſudden and chollerick departure from her into Spaine, 
pherefore conſidering what fhe is to thee , and Ito her, Thold my ſelfe bound ( both in Honour 
ad Bloud)) to make her wrongs and quarrels mine. To whichznd I have left Santarem to find 
thee out here in Madrid, purpoſely to pray thee to meet mee to morrow betwixt ſix andſeven in 
the worning, at the fartheſt Weſt end of the Prado, with thy Rapier, a confident Gentleman 
ifthy friends, and thy Chirurgion, without a Second, where then ſhalt finde me to attend thy 
umming, aid relying upon the equity of my canſ*, and the ingratitnde and infamy of thine, I 
wake 10 dowbt but to teach Don Tuan what it is jor him (without ground or truthto caſt a bg 
eperſion and wrongful blemifh upon theluſtre of h1: Wife, and my Siſter, the Lady Marſil- 
lia's honour, whoſe deſcent andextracion is as good as thine, and her education and Veriues 
fare more ſul lime andexcellent. Thy eenereſity obliceth thre to the hononrable performance 
hereof, ard 11m hontur reciprocally ts performe this Obligation. 


DEPEREZ- 


 Doy Tudn having received and peruſed:this Challenge of his brother in law DePeresz, 
and finding his furious reſolution to-exceed his judgement, he knowing himſelfe inno- 
cent, his cauſe good, and his courage and valour every: way to be ſuperiour to the 0- 
thers, highly diſdaining to be out-braved by any Nobleman or Gentleman breathing, 
fthe point of Honour and generoſity,; heewith a cheerefull countenance returnes Ls- 


ter. to his brother De Perez, with this acceptingenſwer. 
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DonTIvantoDEPEREz. 


Tr hatred to Marſillia, «nd departure from her was juſtly occaſioned through her treatly. 
ry and infidelity to mee, andtherefore my Letters to her to that effe@ are as true asſhee x 


falſe in denying it 3 notwithſtanding ſithſhe is thy ſiſter and my wife, Tas much approve of th 


efeifien to her, as T condemme thy temerity to me, and thy indiſcretion to thy ſelfe, in making 
er quarrel! thine, and by forſaking Santarem, to fight with mee here in Madrid. Amdbecayj 
thou fhalt ſee and finde that Thave as much courage as innocency, 1 therefore accept of thy chal- 
lenge, and am ſ6 farre from learning any point of valour of Ne Perez, as to his ſhame and 
glory, Thope to teach him, that Thave no way caft a falſe aſperſion or blemiſh on the luſtre of her 
reputation, but fhee on her ſelfe, and conſequently that I will neither affe@ her, nor feare the, 
For God I:nding mee life, I will to morrow breake faſt with thee at thine owne time and place q- 
pointed, where my honour and generoſity invites me to come, and thine to meet we. 


DoxrTIuaAxN. 


Theſe two inconfiderate Gentlemen having thus embarqued themſelves in the 
ſtrong reſolution of this weake quarrell and raſh Duell, which earthly honour cannat 
as juſtly approve and allow of, as divine Religion and Chriſtian Piety and charity diſ- 
avow and execrate. Their malice and revenge each to otheris ſo violent and impety- 
ous, that without any thought either of God or their Soules, or of Heaven or Hell,they 
paile over the night, if notin watchfulneſle, yet in broken and diſtrafted ſhumbers, yea 
the morne no ſooner peeped from Heaven through their windowes to their chambers, 
but they leape from their beds to the Prado, where De Perez with his friend Lopes come 
firſt on horſe-back, and immediately after them Do# 7#.:z in his Coach, with a young 
Gentleman his friend, tearmed Dor Richardo De Yaldona : Sotheſe two Duel'iſts dil- 
daining to be tainted with the leaſt ſpice of diſhonour, or ſhadow of cowardiſe,theyat 
firſt ſight of each other, throw off their doublets, and in their filke ſtockings and 
pumps, with their R apiersdrawne, they without any further complement or expoſts- 
lation approach each other 5: But here before they begin to reduce malicious contem- 
plation into bloudy aCtion, I hold it fit to informe my Reader with a circumſtancethat 
now paſt betweene them, wherein doubtleſle the Providence of God was moſt conſyi- 
cuous and apparant 3 For as by the Law and cuſtome both of Sp:ie and Portugal, all 
Rapiers ſhould be of one length, yet De Ferez curiouſly caſting his vigilant eye upon 
that of Doz 7#ar,, either his feare, or his judgement, or both, informe him that that Ra 
pier is longer than his, 'whereat Do# 1nax grieves farre more than De Perez can poſlible 
either rejoyce or wonder, for he is ſo farre from any way blemifhing his honour with 
this, or with any other point or ſhadow of diſhonour, as now hee gives his Rapierto 
| meaſure, and towrite the truth, his is found one inch longer than that of De Perez, 
when biting his lip for anger, he (reſembling himſelfe) proffersto fight with thatei- 
ther of Lopez or Yaldona, which was ſufficient reaſon for one Gentleman of Honour to 
give, and for another to take 3 but when he ſees that this proffer of his will neither ſc- 
cure De Perez feare, nor confirme his content, then as a Noble and generous Gallant, 
hee freely exchangeth Rapiers with him, gives De Perez the longer, and contents him- 
ſelfe to fight with the ſhorter, whereat De Perez reſts ſatisfied, and well he may,fith this 
ation and his receit thereof, doth as much teſtifie Dow Zwars glory, as his owne dif- 
honour and ſhame, and now they againe approach each other to fight. mn 

At their firſt comming up Do# Tap runnes a firmethruſt to De Peres breaſt, but hee 
(bearing it up with his Rapier) runnes Dox Trax in the cheeke towards his righteare, 
which drawes much bloud fromhim, and he'in exchange runnes De Perez thorow his 
ſhirt ſleeve without hurting him : At their ſecond meeting they againe cloſe without 


hurting eachother , and ſo part faire without offering any other violence : m— 
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Hiſt. X VI. .. DonFuan and Marfillia.. . 
third aſſault De Perez runnes Dax Ixax thorow the brayne of his left arme, whoin ex- 
change requites him with adeepe wound in his right ſide, from whence iflued much 
bloud, and now they breathe to recover wind, and to the judgements of Lopez and 
74dowa, (as alſo of their Chirurgions ) they hitherto are e<quall in valour, and almoſt 
in fortune 3 ſo although theſe ſpeCtators doe of both fides earneſtly entreat them to de- 
fiſt and give over , yet they cannot, they will not be ſo eaſily or ſo ſoone reconciled 
each to other 3 So after alittle pauſing and breathing, they (with courage and reſoluti- 
on) fall to it afreſh, and at this their fourth encounter Dor Perez gives Doz Inan a deepe 
yound in his left ſhoulder, and he requites him with another in exchange, in the neck ; 
and although by this time their ſeverall wounds hath engrained their white ſhirts with 
ereat effuſion of their ſcarlet bloud, yet they are fo brave,ſo generous, or rather ſo in- 
humane aud malitious, that they will not yet give over, as if they meant and refolved 
nther tomake death feare them,than they any way to feare death 3 But their fifth cloſe 
will prove more fatall;for now after they had judiciouſ]y traverſed their ground,there- 
by todeceive each other of the diſadvantage ©f the Sunne, whiles De Perez diredts a full 
thruſt to Dox Tuans breaſt , hee bravely and skilfully warding it, in requitall thereof, 
runnes him cleane thorow the body, a little below his right pap, when cloſing nimbly 
with him, and purſuing the point of his goo 1 fortune, hee whips up his heeles, and fo 
males him to the ground, when hee had the {trength to begge his life of Dor 1#ar,and 
God knowes he much grieved that it was not then 1n his power to give it him, for this 
his laſt wound being deſperately mortall, hee preſently died thereof, having neither 
theremembrance to call on God, much leſle to begge mercy of him for his finfull ſoule; 
hut as hee lived abominably and prophanely, ſo he died miſerably and wretchedly : 
And although I confctle it was too great an honour for him to receive his death from fo 
have a noble Gentlemans hands as Don Jax, yet it 1sa moſt ſingular providence, and 
rmarkable puniſhment of God, that he diced by the hands of his owne laſcivious ſiſters 
Husband, and which 1s yet more, by his owne ſword, as if God had formerly decreed, 
and purpoſely ordained, that the ſelte ſame ſword ſhould give him his death, where- 
wth ſo lately and ſo cruelly hee had bereaved that harmleſle innocent young Gentle- 
woman Matharina of her life, although in regard of this his fouleand lamentable mur- 
ther, hee(with leſſe honour and more infamy)every way deſerved tv have dicd rather 
bya halter than a ſword 5 But Gods Providence is as unſearchable as ſacred. 

Den Tuan having rendred thanks to Gad for this his victory, hee out of hisnoble 
courteſie and humanity, lends Lopez his Coach to tranſport the dead body of his bro- 
ther in Law De Perez into the City, and taking his horſe in exchange, hee by a private 
my gets home to his lodging. But this their Dusell isnot ſo ſecretly carried, but with- 
nthree houres after all Madrid rattles thereof 3 who knowing the Combatants to bee 
both of them noble Gentlemen of Portugal, it gives cauſe of generall talke, and argu- 
ment of univerſall envie and admiration in all Spaniards,eſpecially in the nobler ſort of 
Souldiers and Courtiers. When the very day after that Dor Iuan had cauſed this his bro- 
ther to be decently buried, Lopez repaires to his chamber tohim, and in a faire and 
friendly manner enquires of him if he pleaſe to returne any Letter of this his friends 
death, and of his owne vittory to Saxtarem to Don Idiaques his father, or the Lady Mar- 
fb;a his wife, and that his beſt ſervice herein ſhall attend and wait on his commands : 
Dox Inan thanks Lopez for this his courteſie, but tels him that for ſome reſerved reaſons 
be will ſend no Letter to either of them, but otherwiſe wiſheth him a proſperous return 
to Portugal 5 ſo Don Tuan remaines in Madrid, and Lopez returnes for Sartarewe, and 
there from point to point relates them the iſſue of that Combat, as the viory of his 
lonne Dore Tnar, and the death and buriall of De Perez, adding withall, that hee was ſo 
reſerved and ſtrange, that he would write to neither of them hereof. Atthe relation 
and knowledge of this mournefull newes, 14aques cannot refraine from much ſorrow, 
nor Marfiia from burſting forth into bitter tearesand lamentations thereat 3 for ſeeing 
her deare and onely brother thus ſlaine by the hand of her owne —— yy 
| oling 


not to whomto have recourſe;either for counfell; afliſtance, or conſolation. And yet 
as muchashee ſorrowes and ſhee grieves at thisdiſaſterousaccident;they notwithſtan- 
ding are yet fo fare from thinking -it a blow from Heaven, or from looking eithery 
to God, ordowne to their owne finfull hearts, conſciences, and foules for the ſame, 
that withoutmaking any good uſe, or drawing any divine or profitable. morall there. 
of, they {tl continue their beaſtly pleaſures and damnable Adultery and Inceſt toge. 
ther, as if there were no God to ſee, nor no deſerved torments or miſerie referyed tg 
puniſh it. But they and wee ſhall immediately ſee the contrary. | 
To the griefe'of our hearts, and compunCtion of our ſoules, wee have in this Hiſtory 
ſeene wretched 7djaques (by the inſtigation of the devill ) to poylon his wife the Lady 
Honoria 5 and likewiſe his daughter in Law Marſ//ia to have cauſed her brother De 2; 
rez to have cruelly murthered her waiting-maid 1n the ſtreet 3 as alſo by the Proyj. 
dence of God Don 1yan to have {laine the ſaid De Perez inthe field, and our curioſity and 
expectation ſhall not goe far, before wee ſhall ſee the juſt Revenge and puniſh 
ments of God condignly to ſurpriſe wretched 7djaques, and graceleile Marſi//za for the 
ſame 3 for his Divine Juſtice contending with his Sacred Mercy,it hath at laſt prevailed 
againſt rheſe their foule and bloudy crimes 3 fo now when they are in the middelt, yes, 
in the height and jollity of all theſe their foule delights and ſecurity, like an unlooked 
tor {forme and tempeſt, it will ſuddenly befall them. Life hath but one way to bring 
us into this world, but death hath infinite to take us from it, and what is this but; 
true argument and-reaſon of Gods glory and our miſcrie,of his power, and of our frail 
ty and weakneſle, and therefore becauſe wee are as repleat of linne as he 1s of ſanctity, 
and as ſubject to imperfeCtions, as all perfeQions are both properly co-incident and 
ſubject to him : It will bean act ofmorall wiſdome, and of religious piety in us, rather 
to glorifie than examine his ſacred Providence, and rather to admire than pry intohs 
divine Decrees and reſvulutions. And becauſe hiscorreCtion and puniſhment of all ſing, 
eſpecially of this crying and ſcarlet ſinne of Murther, 1s asuſt as ſecret, and as inſcruts- | 


ble as Juſt ; therefore to draw towards the period of this deplorable Hiltory, God 


firſt pleaſed to exerciſe and begin H15 Judgements on miferable Marſz{/ie, and thento 
fim(h it in wretched 7diacues. But his divine Majeſty 1s likewiſe pleaſed and reſolved 
both to impoſe and make as great a difterence in their puniſhments, as he founda py 
rity and conformity in their crimes. __ 
itis Marſi//ja's pleaſure ( or to fay more truly, the providence and pleaſure of God) 
that ſhe rides from $atarexs to Coimbra to vilit a tics Gentlewoman her Coutia Ger- 
wan, whodweltthere, being only accompanied with her man Axdrea on horie- back, 
and her foot boy Piſcator to attend her, and as ſhe comes within a ſmall haite leagueof 
thattowne, having ſent away her man Andrea before, and her toot boy P;catcr being 
a very little diſtance behinde her, there ſuddenly ſtartsup a Hare bet weene {or clole 
to) her horſelegges, which ſo amazed her horſe, ( which was as hot and proud asthe 
Gentlewoman his Miſtreſſe whom he bore) as comming off with all toure, he throwes 
her to the ground, ard kicking her with his hinde feet at her fall, hee {trikes her inthe 
fore head, and ſ{odaſheth out her braines ; God ſo ordaining, that the had notthe 
pens to ſpeake a word, much leiſe the grace or happineſſe to repent her of her horrr- 
ſe finnes, Adultery, Inceſt, and Murther. And thus was the lamentable and fearfull 
End which God gave to this graceleſſe young Lady, the which I cannot as yet paſſe 0- 
ver,without annexing and remembring one remarkable point and circumſtance there- 
in, in which the Juſtice and Mercy of God to both ſexes, and all ages and _—_ of 
people, doth miracu!ouſly reſplend and ſhine forth 3. for that very horſe which threw 
and killed her was the very ſame which ſhe formerly lent to her Brother De Perez, and 
whereon he rid to Saint Saviours when he (by her inſtigation) killed her waiting maid 
Mathurina. Good God, how juſt, and wonderfull are thy decrees, Deere Lord, how un 


menſe and ſacredis thy Iuſtice ! Bur 


Gods'Reverige againſ AM urther. \ Book 1Y, 


loſing him ſhee kitowes ſhee hath loſt her rightarme;. and hee being dead ſhee knowg 
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1 tt f fon of this Hiſtory. For as her foot boy Piſcator,extreamely wept and bitterly cryed,at 

att- f the ſight of this mournefull and tragicall death of his Lady and Miſtris, God had ſode- 
Typ ff creed and provided, that the next that paſſed by, and who were forrowfaull ſpeCtators 
ane; ff thereof, were two Corigadors (or Officers of Juſtice) of the Citie of Coimbra riding 
ere« ff that way 1n their Coach totake the aire. Who in compaſſion of the deplorable death 
ge» ff of this faire unknown young Gentlewoman, they deſcend their Coach, and havingen- 
dto quired and underi{tood of her ſorrowfull Foote boy what ſhee was, they then with 


much reſpect and humanity cauſe her dead Corps to be decently laid into their Coach, 


tory | which they ſhut, and ſo mounting their Servants Horſes they retarne againe to Coim- 
ady bra, From whencethey ſend her Man Andrea, in all poſlible poſt haſte to Santarem to 
Fe I acquaint his Maſter and her Father in law Doz 714:aques with this lamentable death af 
Vr- ff bisdaughter in Law Marſ#/ia, and to pray him torepayre ſpeedily thither to them ta 
and Nl akeorder for her burial. Ardres is no ſooner departed for his Maſter, but theſe two 
Iſt- F Corigadors conſult on the fatality of this accident, and very profitably conſider for 
the WI themſelves, that the horſe who killed her, and all her apparell and jewels, by the cu- 
led If fome and royalty of their City were devolved and forfeited to their juriſdiction; to 
© I whicheffect they cauſe her rings,chaines, and bracelets to be taken from her, and then 
«I ter pockets likewiſe to be carefully ſearcht for gold and jewels 3 ſo as murther cannot 
07 I long concealed or undetefted; wee may therefore here behold the wonderfull Pro- 


ndence, and ſingular Juſtice of God, for in one ofher pockets they finde,. folded up 
narich cut-worke handkerchiefe, the laſt Letter which her Husband Doz: 144 had 
witten and ſent her from Madrid: at the fight of this Letter one of theſe Corigadors is 
&frous to have it read publikely, but the other (being more human and reſpettive to 
theconcealing of Ladies ſecrets, which many times prove that of their honours) hee 
catradicts it, till atlaſt God enlightning their judgements, and prompting and inſpi- 
mg their hearts, that the peruſall of this Letter might (peradventure) import and re- 
pot ſomething which might tend to his ſervice, and conduce to his glory 3 they fall 
then on a wedin betwixt both their opinions,and ſo withdrawing themſelves toa pri- 
ute chamber, they there ſecretly o're-read this Letter, wherein with admiration and 
amazement they underſtand of the obſcene: Adultery and Inceſt of Dor Idiaques with 
this his daughter in law Marfia, which was the cauſe of hex Hu:band Doz Inez his ab- 
lence from her in Spaize - But at length when they proceed farther therein, and fo fall 
upon theſe words of Dox Tuan to her in this his Letter ;7 doe as wach grieve as I both doubt 
ad feare then rejoyceſt at thy hand maid Mathurina's death; and as 1 ar jgnorant of the man- 
wr, ſo if my father aud t hy ſelfe have beene the cauſe thereof, you have then all the reaſons of the 
wrld to beleeve, that God will in the end puniſh it toyour confuſton then (led by the ſpirit of 
God) they both concurre in one opimion, that this their Adultery, and this Murther.of 
Metherina did not only firmely reflect, but equally take hold both on 7diaques and Mar- 
#Tia, and therefore that this herlate deplorable and difaſterous end,  wasonly a blow 
from God, and the very true fore-runner , and undoubted Harbinger of his owne to 
come - When reſolving to ſeize and impriſon 7diaques as ſoone as he ſhould arriv 
thither to Co:»-bria ; They huſhing up this Letter and bulineſle in their. owne boſome. 
doe then hold it fit to ſend for Mar/?/i4's foot-man Piſcator-to come tothem, which hee 
ſpeedily doth. They carefully enquire of him if his dead Lady had not ſometimes a 
waiting Gentlewoman named Mathwrinahee anſwered them yes,and that ſhe was late7 
ly murthered in the ſtreets of $4izt Saviowrs, and that her murtherers were as yet un- 
knowne : They demand of him againe whoſe daughter ſhe was 3 hee informes them 
that her father is a Gentleman who dwels in $a;zt Saviewrs,and that his name is Sezgni» 
or Pedro de Caſtello which being as much as they ſought for 3 putting their ſervants to 
watch over this foot-man » that hee might not eſcape togive the leaſt inkling of their 
demands to his old Maſter 7d;aqzes,they preſently ſend away poaſtto Sairt Saviours for 


Ceftello, and (in honour to Juſtice) theſe two Corigadors as Chriſtian Magiſtrates, ha- 
ving 


But thisis but the forerunner.and as it were but the enterance into a further progreſ- 
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ving putall things in order for the vindication of the truth of theſe deplorable matter, 
that very night 1diaqyes arrivesat Coimbra,and deſcends from his Coach tothe houſe of 


one of theſe Corigadors, where the dead body of his daughter Marfi/ialay 3 at whoſe 


mournfull ſight, as ſooneas his paſſionate griefe and ſorrow had cauſed him to ſheq 
and ſacrifice many rivolets of teares, when hee leaſt dreames or thinks thereof, theſe 
two Corigadors cauſe him to be ſeized on, and inſtantly commit him cloſe priſoner 
without acquainting him with the cauſe hereof; where all thatnight his guilty heart 
conſcience Gs ſo many Fiendsand Furies) aſſuring him that it was for poyſoning of his 
owne Lady Honoria 5 there horror and terrour,griefe and deſpaire,and I 
at their ſeverall parts npon the Theatre of his ſoule. | 
"The next morne Caſte/ls (Mathnrina's father) likewiſe arrives to Coimbra, to whom 
the Corigadors communicate this Letter of Dox Tuan: to his wife, which hee ſent her 
from Spaine, wherein they tell him the murther of his daughter Mathurina ſeemes pro 
bably and ſtrongly to reflett upon 7diagres, and his daughter inlaw Marſi/za 5 when 
they farther acquainting him with her tragicall death, as alſo with his impriſonment; 
Caſtello ( with a world of teares and cries) exclaimes, that undoubtedly they were the 
authours, ifnot the afors of his daughters lamentable murther, and ſo very paſſionate 
ly and ſorrowfully craves juſtice of them on 7diaqnes for the ſame, which they areas 
willing to grantand performe, as heto deſire : So after dinner in the publike Triby- 
yall of Juſtice, they ſend for 7diaques legally and juridically there to appcare before 
them 3 where this ſorrowfull father(with much paſſion, and more teares)doth ſtrong- 
Ty accuſe him for the murther committed and perpetrated on his daughter Mathyring; 
the which 7diaques with many high and ſtout anſwers denieth 3 he alleageth many oylie 
words, and ſugred and fi]ken phraſes,to juſtifie and Apologize his innocencie : Which 
theſe Corigadors(led by the finger of God)hold rather to be far more ayrie than ſolid, 
and farre more plauſiblethan reall or true ; ſo they(ſtill remembring his ſonne Dox 1+ 
ans Letter to his wife Marſi/ia)doe (without regard to his quality or age ) adjudge him 
to the Rack. The which 74zaques (tearing infinitely more the murther of his owne la 
dy Honoria, than that of Mathnrina ) endures the tortures and torments thereof witha 
fortitude and reſolution farre beyond his ſtrength_and age, and with an admirable' 
conſtancie ſtands firmly to the deniall of this fact and ion 3 ſoſceing the Rack 
taken away, and himſelfefrom the Rack, hee istherefore mw confident and joyfull, 
that his dangeris likewiſe o'repaſt and o reblowne - But theſe vaine hopes of his will 
yet both deceive, and in theend betray him, for as yet his conſcience hath not made 
peace with God. For the griefes and ſorrowes of this mournfull father for this lamen- 
tablemurther ofhis daughter, have now made him both induſtrious in his ſolicitation, 
and religious in this his proſecution againſt 7diaques towards theſe Corigadors, to 
whom againe hee becomes an earneſt, and yet an humble Petitioner, that they will 
ive him eight dayes time more to fortifie his accuſation, and that all that time he may 
Fin remaine priſoner without Baile or Surety 5 which they finding reaſonable,and con- 
ſonant to all equity and Jaw, they freely grant him. When Cafte/o having God for his 
Counſellor, and whom in a ſmall time 7diaques ſhall finde for his Judge, calling to 
minde ſome words of his deceaſed daughter touching the ſuſpition of poyſoning her 
old Lady by her Husband, to make way for this match with Do Tuan, hee doth no 
more accuſe him for murthering of his daughter Mathrrina 3 bur ſome two dayes after 
he frames and preſentsa new Inditement and accuſation to his Judges againſt him, for 
poyſoning his old wife the Lady Hongria. Which theſe Judges admiring and wonde- 
ring at,they then partly, nay almoſt confidently beleeve;that there is ſome great crime, 
and foule fat inthis buſineſle _ Idiaques, which God will in fine detect and bring 
tolight, by. the ſolicitation and induſtry of this honeſt poore Gentleman Caſtello. S0 
they a&mit againe of his ſecond Inditement againſt him, and by vertue hereof con- 
vent him before them at their Tribunall of Juſtice. 


1diagnes underſtanding bereof, his guilty conſcience now denounceth ſuch thunde- 
ring 
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ring pealesof feare atid amazement to his appalled heart and trembling ſoule, asthey 


will give no peace either tg hiinſelfe or them ; andthe Devill who had ever heretofore 
romifed him his beſt aid and affiſtance, noiy flies from him;and leaves him to ſtand or 
fallto himſelfe : And Here'it is that his courage begins to faile him, and that his feare 
and ſhame is almof t refolvet arid ready to proclaith* himſclfe guilty of this hislaſt and 
yorſtaccufation, [the poyſoning of his owne wife the Lady Hororia + But againe the 
hope of life is yet ſo ſweet to tim, as the feare of death is diſpleaſing and bitter, and 
therefore ( with a-Wretched refolution; and a miſerable confidence) he againe artifici- 
ally endevoureth t&bleate the eyes of theſe his Judges,with his chieteſt Eloquence,and 
ſyeeteft Oratory'; who'havirig given him his full carreer to ſpeak in his owne defence 
mdjuftification;when they perfectly knew he yet ſpake not one valuable word or rea- 
log; ith or 'to defent or juſtthehimſelfe ; Then one of theſe cleere-{ighted Corigadors 
a the behalfe of both/of chem) returties him this grave reply and pious exhortati- 


That a5 they h#v$ not the-4yHll to accuſe him, ſo they have not the meanes or power 
wexevſe him , ff being (at feaſt) acceffary to both, or either of theſe murthers, of 
lWL2dy Honor, or Mathi39##that the fadten deith of the firſt, 2nd the violent and 
mimely one of the laſt, the volutttary.#bſcnce of his ſonne Dor Tear in Spaine, with 
bs killing of De Peres, there; andnow the featefull anil famentable end of his daughter 
vlaw, Marſr;a C Whole body is yet unbutied, and Her blood ſcarce cold) left a dange- 
ovretiexion,and a pernitious fa pitiOn oh his life and aftions,atleaft of Adultery and 
beſt; if: not of Murther( whereof his Sonn&\Þor 1nans Letter which he writ to his wife 
lſilia which they have thexe to ſhew, 154 ttioft ſtrong and pregnant witnefle) and 
turthe leaſt of theſe crimes are capable to-raine a greater perſonage than himſelfe.. 
Thathee could caſt no miſt of delufion before Gods eyes, though he artificially ende- 
mred and labonred to caſt a vaile beforetheirs. Fhatthe ſhedding of innocent blood 
macrying Sinne, which deſpight of ſorcery and of Hell would (in Gods due time) 
Gn downe vengeance to Earth from Heaven on their Authors. F hat if hee were guit- 
wot his accuſation; hee had no better plea than confeſſion, nor ſafer remedy than re- 
patance. That contrition is the true marke, of a true Servant of God, and though' 
«etal to Nattre and ſinne as being men, yet we ſhould riſe againe to grace andrigh- 
tonſneſle as being Chriſtians, 'That to deny our crimes, is to augment them and con- 
kyently their puniſhments, both in Earth, and in Hell, and that he was not a Chriſtt- 
a but-an InfidelI, who would attempt to ſave his life with the lofle of his foule, with 
many other religious exhortations concurring and looking that way. ro 
But all this, not withftanding, 1diaqnerhis Faith and Conſcience; was yetſo ftrong 
ith Satan, and thetefore ſo weake with God, that he leftnoexcuſe, policy or evaſion 
mnvented to bleare the eyes of theſe Corigadors, and ſo to make his innocency to 

E cerrent with them. But his eloquence and alleverations cannot prevaile with the 
ity of their Judgements, for God will not ſuffer'them tobe ted away with words; 
wkduced or deluded with ſhadowes : But fromthe circumference of circumſtances, 
now flie to the centre &f truth, and to the Authour and giver, yea to the life and 
oule thereof, God. So they againe adjndge him to the rack for his ſecond accuſation 

urther, as they formerly had done to Him for his firſt: Atthe pronouncing of which 

E If wee may judge of his Ketrt by his face , hee ſeemed to beemuch afflicted, 
ppaled and daunted, which his Judges perceiving before they expoſe him to his tor- 
metits;- they in Honour to his Age and quality, but farre more to Truth and Juſrice 
Whom they know to be two Daughters of Heaven) they now hold it a pointof Chari- 
Yand Piety to! ſend him two Divines to his priſon to worke'upon his Conſcience and 
he? which they doe : And God'in the depth of his goodnefle , and the ichneſle of 
*Mercy; was ſomercitully propirious and indriſgent to him, that he added ſuch efh- 
"XP to their perſwalions, and power to their exhortations, as atthe very light of the 


ck, hee with teares in his eyes. then and there confeſſed unto them, That hee was 
| | innocent 


_ 258 
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innocent of Mathurixacs murther, but guilty of poyſoning his owne wife the Lady ry. 
20ria, for the which hee ſaid/ hee moſt heartily and ſorrowfully repented himſelfe, 
Whereupon his Judges:( and thexeſt preſent)admiring with wonder and praiſing Gog 
with admiration for the'deteCtion of this his foule bloudy and. lamentable crime, they 
pronounce ſentence againſt him. | That for expiation thereof; he at eight ofthe clock 
the next morning, ſhall have his head cut off at the place of common execution in that 
Towne. When Idiaqnes, who (yet adhered ſo much to,Satan)-that hee could never be 
deveſted of his mortall 'ſinnes before: hee were firſt deprived of hjs finfull life, doth 
yet ſtill flatter himſelfe with ſome, further hope;of life, andſo hee appeales from the 
judgement and ſentence .of this Court of Cgizbra to that. of Santeremr, as being native 
and reſident thereof ; as alſo becauſe hee committed his murther there, tar whicht 
(not his competent Judges). adjudged him to-death,.: Whereat although the Corigg. 
dors of Coimbra for the-preſervationof the privileges-of: their Court and Towne, :doe 
obſtinately expoſe and vehemently conteſt it, yet at laſt well knowing, and being con- 
{cious with themſelves, that ſmaller Townes and Cgqyrts; wm. Poriuzal 'are : bound 
and ſubjett to depend of the greater ; They therefore making a vertue of neceſlity,and 
contenting themſelves to give way to that which they cannot remedie, do ordaine that 
Idzaques fhould-be conveighed and tryed at $qutarew.,. ; -.', i ohm 
But yet before they ſuffer himito depart.theis Towne, they in hanour to Juſtice, in 
wiſedome to themſelves, and in reputation .totheir Towne and Court, dee ſeriouſy 
and reJigiouf]y cbarge him in the, name & feare-of God to declare truly tothem, whe- 
ther his unburied Daughter in Law:Marfilia were not likewiſe acceſjary with himin 
poyſoning his Wife, the Lady Hoxoria, which at firſt hee ſtrongly denies to them: But 
then they fend away for, the twq Divines whofhad formerly dealt with him aridhis 
Conſcience in Priſon, who exhort him: to carry a white and: candid foule, tro Heaven, 
and threaten him with the torments of Hel fire if he doe not. When with ſighesand 
teares, hee confeſleth that to thei, and that it was hee himſelfe whoadminiſtredthat 
poyſon to his wife, but.that his daughter in Law Mar/iHia bought it for him, $0 theſt 
Jus ges (upon the validity of thisfree and ſolemne confeſſion) 1n deteſtation of thizher 
amentable crime, doe reverently reſolve to ſecond,and glorifie Gad in his Judgements 
towards her , and therefore they preſently condemne her dead body to be burhtthat 
afternoone intheir market ſtreet, the common place of execution, which accordinghy' 
is then and there performed in preſence of a great concourſe of people, who infinitly 
T&joyce that God ſo miraculouſly deſtroyed the life,and their Judges the body of {oct 
ecrable a female Monſter. ; -»-,, | 317 FORM 
- By this time wee muſt allow, and imaginethat our old Lecher, and new-murtherer 
Idiaques {by vertue of his. appeale) is brought to his owne City of Sartarem, andl 
thinke either with a ridiculous hope or a prophane and impious reſolution to ſeewhe- 
ther God will puniſh him there with death, or the Devill preſerve and ſave himfrom 
it. Hee hath many friends inthis Court, who are both great and powerfull,and there- 
fore builds all his hopes of life, on this reeling quickſand, this ſnow, this nothing, that 
his great eſtate of inoney and lands will undoubtedly a& wonders with them forhis 
pardon. But ſtill hee hopes, becauſe ſtill the devill deceives him 3 Hee js arrived here 
at Santarem, where this faire Citie which might heretofore have proved hisdelight 
and glory,is now reſerved for his ſhame.,and appointed and deſtined for his confuſion; 
T hey cannot brook the ſight, much lefſe the cohabitation and company of ſuch mon- 
ſters of nature, and devills incarnat of men, who glory in making themſelves guilty of 
theſe foule ſinnes, and crying crimes, Adultery, Inceſt, Murther. So that 7d4jaques (who 
hath made himſelfe a principall of thisnumber , and a monſter of Art in theſe fines) 
thinking here in Saxtarexz to find more mercy and pity during his life, ſhall find leſle of 
both. of them after his death. For the criminall Iudges of this Court who reverence 
and honour Juſtice becauſe Juſtice doth daily and reciprocally performe the like to 


them, doe confirmethe ſentence of Coz:bra, that the next morne he ſhall loſe his a 
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but in deteſtation and execration of theſe his foule and bloody crimes, they adde this 
dauſe and condition thereto, that both his head & body ſhall be afterwards burnt, and 
hisaſhes throwne 1nto the ayre, which gives matter of talke and admiration, nut onely 
0 Santarexs, but toall Portugall. And thus moſt penlively and diſconſolately is Idiaques 
reconveyed to his priſon where Church- men are fent him by the Judges of that court, 
o direCt his ſoule 1n her flight and transfiguration from earth to Heaven, whom they 
fade (or at leaſt they make)very humble; mournefull, and repentant. According to 
which ſentence hee 1s the next morning brought to the place of execution, which for 
the greater example and terrour to others,and of ignominy to himſelfe, was before his 
owne houſe, wherein hee had acted and perpetrated all his enormous crimes. Where 
the ſcaffold is no ſooner erected, but there flock an infinite number of people fromall 

rts ofthe City , to be ſpectators of this laſt ſcene of his Tragedy. Hee cameto the 

{affold (betweene two Friers) i a ſute of black Taffeta, a gowne of black wrought 

uffe Taffeta, and a great white ſet rutte, which yet could not be whiter than his broad 
teard : At his aſcent on the ſcaffold, his grave aſpect and preſence engendred as much 
forrov7 and pity, as his beaſtly crimes did deteſtation in the hearts and tongues of the 

rople , to whom (afterhe had a ſhort time kneeled downe and prayed) hee made a 

hort ſpeech to this effect. 

That although the poyſoning of his owne wife, and his adultery with his ſons wife, 
fre crimes ſo odjous and execrable, as had made him unworthy any longer either tg 
read on earth, or te looke up unto Heaven, yet although he deſerved no favour of his 
ges for his bodie, he humbly repented and begged ſome of God for his ſoule, and 
krthe more eff-ctuall obtaining thereof, he zealouſly prayed all thoſe who were pre-_ 
ſat to joyne their prayers to his. Hec confeſſed that it was Ma:il/ia's beauty which firſt 
the inſtigation of the devill drew him to that adultery with her, and this poyſoning 
his owne wife Hororia, whereof from his heart and ſoule, hee now affirmed hee im- 
jbred remiſſion of God, ofthe Law, of his ſonne Dor: luarr, and of all the world, and 
myed them all to bee more godly and lefle {infull by his example, and ſo kneeling 
wwne, and praying a little whiles to himſclfe, hee roſe up, and putring off his gowye, 
nffe, and doublet, which hee gave to the Executioner, hee binding his head and eyes 
mh his handkerchiefe, bade him doe his office, which he preſently performed, and 
mh one blow of the ſword, made a perpetuall double divorce betwixt his head and 
lsboulders, his body and his ſoule 5 when preſently according to his ſentence, both 
ts head and his body were then and there burnt and conſumed to fire, and his aſhes 
lrowne into the ayre. | 

And this was the deplorable life and death of De Perez, Idiaques, and Marſillia, of 
mom the ſpeCtators (according to their ſeverall humours and affeCions) ſpakedi- 
reſly, all condemning the bloudy cruelty of De Perez towards innocent Mathurina, and 
O1diaques towards his vertuous wife Honoria. Againe, ſom: pitied, and others execra- 
tdMarſia's youth, beauty , and luft ; but both ſexes, andall degrees of people (as ſo 
ny lines terminating in one Center) ma nified the providenee and Juſtice of God,in 

b miraculouſly and condignly cutting off theſe monſters of nature, and bloudy but- 
ders of mankinde . 

And if the curioſity of the Reader will yet farther enquire, what afterwards beeame 
of Dozz Tuan; The reports of him are different, for as firſt I heard that his diſcontentand 
Tefe was ſo great, yea, ſo extreame for the death of his Parents and wife, that he cloj- 
red hiinſelfe up a Capuchin Fryer in their Monaſtery at Madrid : Socontrariwiſel have 

lince credibly beene enformed, that hee ſhortly after theſe diſaſters left Spazre, and 
ſtill lives in Sartarems in Portugall in great honour, welfare, and proſperity ; But 
which of theſe his reſolutions are moſt inclining and adherent to the truth, 
it paſleth beyond my knowledge, and therefore ſhall come too 
ſhort of my affirmation. 
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Harcourt ſteales away his brother Vimoryes wife Maſlerina, and keepes her in Adulteriez She: 
bireth Tivoly (an Ttalian Monntebank)to poyſon La Precoverte,who was Harcourts wife 5 
Harcourt kils his brother Vimory, and then marries his widdow Maſlerina 3  Tivoly 3. 
banged for a robbery, and at his execution accuſeth Maſlerina for hiring him to-poyſon La 
Precoverte, for the which ſhee is I:kewiſe hanged 3 Noel (who was Harcourts man) on his 
death-bed ſuſpeFFeth and acculcth his ſaid Maſter for killing of his brother Vimory, where- 
of Harcourt being found guilty, he is broken alive on awheele for the ſame. : 


An being the Workemanſhip, and figurative Image of God, 
what an odious fin, yea what anexecrable crime1s it there- 


O 4 f « 
of fore for one (out of the heate of his malice. or fumes of h1 
of} revenge) to poyſon, or murther anather, fith. Nature dat 
(»] . . . 1 # a. Eo 
1*| ſtrongely impugne, and Grace ( with a high hand) intinite- 
{|-|| ty contradict 1t ! Therefore were not our hearts andunder- 
of ſtandings either wholly depriyed of Commen ſence, or qur 
ELL WXETIZ | -j ſoulesof the gratious aſliſtance!& fayour of God, we would 
CERES AC | ot thus ſo furiouſly and prophanely,make our. {elves guilty 


"FRM 


= — of theſe infernall fins, but rather (with quribeſt endevours) 
would feeke toavoid them as Hell, and, (with'our moſt pious reſolutions), .to hate and 


d&teſt them as the Devill himſelfe who is the prime Authour and AQtor thereof... But 


Ee 2 fome 
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ſome ſuch monſters of Nature, and Diſciples of Satan there are here on Earth. A feare. 
full and lamentable Example whereof this enſuing Hiſtory will ſhew us. The which 
may all good Chriſtians read to Gods glory, and remember'tothe inftradtion of their 


Soules. | 
T Here is a pariſh tearmed Saint $S3z2pliciar a mile from the Citie of Sexs in theDue. 
chy of Burgurdy (which is honoured with the title & See of an Archbiſhop)'where 
within theſe few yeares) theredwelt and died an aged Gentleman, ( more Noble by 
| birth, tharſrich in his Þſtate and Demaynes) termed Morffexr de Vimory, who leftonly 
ewo ſonnes behinde him, the eldeſt named Monſieur De Harcourt; and the ſecon( 
Monſteur De Hantemeont, who were two very proper young Gentlemen, excellently wel 
bred and qualified, as well in Arts as Armes, or inany other vertue or perfedjon 
which was. requiſite, bath to ſhew and approve themſelves to be the ſonnes 
| 7 Reader with their charaRers) Harconrt-wa 
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tall, ÞuWHotW%e 'vdured,:but fd mildeand iingular good diſpoſition 5 Hautemont 
was © $115, = neatly timbred, of a'{weet and amiable countenance, but 
by nature haſty and head-ſtrong 3 Harcourt had a light Aubrun beard, which (likea 
Countrey Gentleman) he wore —q_— after the Ovall cut 5; Hantemont had 1 
coale acke beard, which (Courtier-like)he wore in forme of an invaled Pyramides 
Harcourt wasthirty twoyeares of age, very chaſte and honeſt 5 Huutemont was twen- 
ty five, but many times. given towomen, and ready to bee debofhed and drawne +- 
way by any, though but of an indifferent quality and complexion. To Harcourt ( the 
eldeſt ſon) their father gave his chiefeſt Mannor houſe , with eight hundred Crownes 
of yearely Review, andall his Goodsand Chattels. To Hautemzornt ( his ſecond _ 
hee gave his ſecond Mannor houſe, worth foure hundred Crownes yearely, andfif- 
teene hundred Crownes in his purſe, by his Teſtament : Eſtates which though it 
came ſhort of their bloud, yet it exceeded that of moſt of the Gentlemen their neigh- 
ÞHours, and is heldin Frazce atleaſt the double, if not the triple of as much herewith 
us in England. So having neither the happineſle , or the care to bee accompanied with 
any ſiſter or other brothers, they interchangeably ſweare a ſtri& league of brotherly 
love and deare affection each to other, which by their Vertues and Honours they ſear 
ſhall never receive end, but with the end of their lives : They many times conſult toge- 
ther for theconduttion and improving of their Eſtates, which they promiſe to manage 
with more frugality than luftre, and with more ſolid diſcretion than vaine oſtentation 
or ſuperfluity, and not tolive in Pers, or to follow the Court, but to build up theirre- 
Tidence in the Countrey, To which end they cut off many unprofitable mouths, both 
of ſervants, horſes, and hounds, which their father kept. They likewiſe vow eachto 
other to bee wonderfull charie and carefull in their mariages, as well fore-ſceingand 
knowing it to bee the greateſt part of their earthly felicity or miſery. So here we may 
fee amd'obferve many faire promiſes, rich deſfignes and reſolutions, and many feet 
covenants voluntarily drawne up betweene theſe two brothers, which if they make 
good and perforime, no doubt but the end thereof will bee ſucceflefull and proſperous 
unto them 3; orif otherwiſe, the contrary. | | 
But' before I wade farther in the ſtreame and current of this Hiſtory, 1 
muſt firſt declare, that by the death of FYimory the father, and by the cu- 
ſtome of France, wee muſt now wholly abandon and take away the title of 
Hantemont from the ſecond brother , futurely to give him that of Harcesrt the cl 
deſt, and that from Harcourt the eldeſt, to give him that of Yimory their father, 
for(by. the- right and vertue of the premifſed reaſons) theſe are now become their 
proper names 'and appellations, which the Reader is prayed to obſerye. and 
remember. ; | A 
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'Ayeareand halfe is not fully expired and paſt away ſince their father paſt from Eartii 
to Heaven, but-the eldeſt brother Moxſreur De Vimory being extreamly ambitious an! 
covetous of wealth, and underſtanding that a rich Counſellour of the Court of Parlia- 
ment of Dior, named Monſter De Baſigni was dead , and hadlefca very rich widow,(ot 
{ome forty yeares of age) named Madamoy/elle Maſſerina, he earneſtly ſeekes her in mar- 
rage. Shee is of ſhort ſtature, corpulent and fat,of a coale-black haire, and if fame to- 
yards her bee a true and nota tatling goddeſle, ſhee hath) and ſtill is, a lover of Yenxs, 
2nd a Votareſle who often ſacriticeth to Cupid: laſcivious Altars and Shrines. Harcourt 
is yery averſe and bitter againſt this match for his brother. They have many ſeri- 
ous conſultations hereon + : Hee alleageth him the inequality of her age and birth in 
qmpariſon of his, her corpulency, the ill getting of her Husbands goods, who was 
held a corrupt Lawyer, and (asthe voyce of the world went) who gained his wealth 
by the teares and curſes of many of his ruined and decayed Clients ; and when hee 
aw that nothing. would prevaile to difiwade his brother from her, he rounds him in 
hiseare, that it was ſpoken and brutedin D702, that ſhee was not as chaſte as rich, nor 
ſo continent as covetous3 Y7xzory 18 all enraged hereat, and chargeth Harcourt his bro- 
ther to name the reporters of this foule ſcandall vomited forth (quoth hee) againſtthe 
rertues N honour of chaſte Maſerina 5 Harcourt replies, that he ſpeakes it wholly upon 
fime, no way upon knowledge, much leſſe upon beleefe 5 ſoYimory being wilfully 
dafe to his brothers advice and requeſts, (and preferring «1k wealth to her ho- 
reſty) hee marries her. But ſhee is to wiſe for her ſelfe, as firſt (both by promie and 
contract) ſhee ties himto this condition 3 that hee ſhall receiveall her rents, which are 
ſome twelve hundred Crownes per Aux, ſhee to put her ready money to Uſe into 
whoſe hands ſhe pleaſeth, and hee alſo to have the one halfe of the intereſt money, but 
the principall {tjll toremaine in her owne right, propriety, and poſleſſion, and as well 
nher life as death, to bee wholly at her owne diſpoling. 38 

Not long after Harcourt being ata great wedding (of a Gentleman his Couſin Ger- 
mane) at the City of Troyes (in Champagne) hee there at the balles (or publike Gancang 
eſpies a moſt ſweet and beautifull young Gentlewoman, whom he preſently fanciet 
and affects for his wife - Hee enquires what ſhee is, and findes her to bee named Mada= 
woyſelle La Precoverte, daughter toan aged Gentleman of that City, tearmed Monſciur 

& la Vaquery. Harcourt courts the daughter, ſeeks the father, finds the firſt willing, and 
the ſecond delirous, but at Jaſt hee plainly and honeſtly informes Harcourt, that his 
Gughters chiefeſt wealth, are her vertues and beauty ; that hee hath notmuch 
htid;and leſfſe mony.; that he hath two great ſuits of Law for ſtore of Lands depending 
the Parliament of Dio, which promiſe him ſtore of money, and that he will future- 
lyimpart a great part thereof to him, it he will marric his daughter, the which(for the 
preſenthe tels him,he is content to make good-& confirm to him both by bond & &onx 
tract. Harcourt loves his faire young Miſtreile £4 Precoverteſo tenderly and dearly,ashe 
Sready.toeſpouſe her on thoſe tearms, but he willfirſt acquaint his brother Yimory ther- 
with, and take his advice therein./im-ory informes his brother Harcourt, that he knowes 
Morſteur Ds Vaquery , of Troyes, tobe a very poore Gentleman, that moſt of his Jands 
are morgaged out, and in great danger never to be redeemed ; that his law ſuits are as 
uncertaine, as the following thereof chargeable. Harcourt extols the beauty of La Pre- 
coverte to him to the skie 3 Yimory replies, that beauty fades and withers with a ſmal! 
time, and that thoſe who preferre it to wealth, aremanytimes enforced to feed on re- 
pentance in ſtead of content and joy, and to looke poyerty in the face in ſtead of pro- 
ſperity. But Harcourt having deepely ſetled his affe&tion on La Precoverte, he rejeCterli 
this true and wholeſome counſel! of bis brother, and ſo marries her : When forgetting 
his former promiſe'to his brother,. hee ina ſmall time, turnes a great Prodigall, aban- 

doneth himſelfeto all filthy vices,and beaſtly courſe of life,and as a moſt deboſhed and 

PR husband (within one yeere) he for no cauſe quarrelleth very often with this 
is faire and deare wife, then whom, neither Champagne nor Burgundie had a more 

| —_- E 3 __ beautt- 
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beautifull or vertuous young Gentlewoman ; ſhee was of ſtature tall and ſlender, of a 
brightflaxen haire, a gratious eye, a modeſt countenance, a pure Lillie-roſeat com- 
plexion, ofa milde nature, and ſweet diſpoſition, reſpectfully courteous to all the 
world, and exceedingly devout and religious towards God, as perpetually making it 
her praftiſe, delight, and glory, to conſume agreat part both of her time and of her 
ſelfe in prayer, andin the ſervice of God. DE _ 

And alttiough ſhee were formerly ſought for in marriage by many as good Gentle- 
men as Harcourt,yet ſhe could fancy none, nor affet any man for her hiusband but him- 
ſelfe. Never wife was more carefull or more deſirous to pleaſe a husband than ſhe,and 
as(for one whole yeare) it was her former content and joy toſee him tobea provideng, 
kinde, and loving Husband toher, ſo nowit is her matchleſle griefe and calamity, to 
ſec his good nature perverted, his reſolutions tranſported, and his aftetions drowned 
in deboſhed and vitious company. Shee leaves no ſweet advice, nor courteousre- 
queſts and perſwaſions unattempted to reclaime him from theſe his foule vices of 
drunkennefle, ſwearing, dicing, evill company, and whoredome 3 for of no lefle fing 
in quality, nor fewer in number, ſhe (with extreame ' roy and ſorrow) ſees him to bee 
guilty ,: But all this will not prevaile, no nor her infinite teares and ſighs which many 
times ſhee ſpends and ſheds to him both at boord and bed, yea, and ſometimes on her 
Knees, but ſtill ( with a wretched violence; and finfull impetuofity ) he goes on in his 
vitious courſes, and gy life and converſation; neither caring for his health,or his 
eſtate and meanes, but wilfully neglects the firſt, and prodigally waſtes and confume 
the ſecond, whereat ſhee wonderfully grieveth and lamenteth. Sheoften requeſſteth 


Vimory bis brother, and LaVaquery her father to perſwade and divert him from theſe | 


his ungodly Courſes and enormous vices, which threatens no lefſe than theutter ruing, 
-and jhevitable ſhipwrack of all their fortunes : but they likewiſe cannot prevaile, a 
though bisBrother Yimory ( with whom they live and ſojourne) every houreand time 
he'ſees him, doe ſtrongly deale and labour with him to that effe& : For now he givi 

no limits to his vices and prodigalities, hee ſels away his lands peece-meale, whereat 
his brother Yi#-ory ſtormeth and rageth againſt him, and his vertuous ſweet wife moſt 
pitifully weepeth and lamenterth. But as a baſe Gentleman , and a moſt unkinde and 
ungratefull Husband, he laughs at her teares,ſmileth at her fighes, and contemneth and 
ſcorneth both them and her ſelfe. And it now falling out, that LaYagquery her father 
foſing both of his Law ſuits at Diijowy, wherethey (by the votes and ſentence of that 
Court of Parliament) are adjudged againſt him, whereby hee was utterly ruined bath 


in his hopes and eſtate for ever 3 Harcourt hereat ſo {lights and negle&s his wife, as hes ' 


tearmes her beggers brat, threatneth to ſend her home to Troyes to her Father, and ſet- 
ting all at randome;, cares not what becomeseither of himſelte or her, who poore ſweet 
Gentlewomian is ſo extreamely afflicted , and as it were weighed downe with all theſe 
calamities and miferies CR with the vices and diſcourteſies.of her husband) as 
in her heart ſhe daily wiſheth,and in her ſoule hourely prayeth unto God;that ſhe were 
out of this fe, and in Heaven, infinitly lamenting and a thouſand times a day repen- 
ting that ever it was her hard fortuneto ſee her Husband, and her woefull chanceto 
marry him. But how to remedy or redreſfe theſe her miſeries ſhee knowesnot. | 

Fornow doe her Husbands vices and prodigalities make him daily grow poorer and 
poorer, in ſo much (as in leſle than three ramen) hee is become the ſhame of himſelte, 
the contempt of his enemies, the pitti of his friends and Kinsfolkes, and the extreame 
oriefe of his ſweet and deare wife, ſo that hee hath well.neere ſpent all, and almoſtleft 
nothing to maintaine himſelfe,much lefle to maintaine her, whoſe griefes are ſo great, 
and ſorrowes ſoinfinite, as her rofeat cheekes now looke thin and pale, . her ſweet eyes 
are become obſcure and dim, Jeu. and in ſo pittifull and Jamentable a mariner, that 
ſhee fals exceedingly ſick, and her difconteht and diſconf6lation is almoſt ſo remedi- 
lefle, as ſhe would, but cannbibe comforted, for that her Husband whom ſhe thought 


would have provedthe arguinent of her joy and proſperity, is now become the cauſe 


Oo 


i", 
12.53 p- 
- 5-28 
bs, ws 


IF B 
a k l , 


*w_—  'S 


—_ 


= 


4 &.: A. AS. a. a _ *im”.. EY 0 


Ahiniſclfe) hee ſet 


Hiſt. X Y1I!l. Harcourt and «M1 aſſerina. 


267 


of her endlefſe griefe, and the object of her matchleſle calamity and miſery. Thus lea- 
ving her ſorrowes, ſighs and teares;to be diminiſhed through time,or diſſipated and de- 
faced by God, The order of our Hiſtory invites and conjures me now againe to fpeake 
of this her baſe and deboſhed Husband,who hath many beaſtly and bloudy parts to at 


herein- 

Whoſe lewd life and prodigalities enforcing him now to behold poverty, becauſe 
heretofore he diſdained to look on frugality and providence:Secihg his wealth waſted, 
kislands exther ſold or'morgaged, himſelfe forſaken of his brother and friends, his res 

tition loſt; his debts great, his creditors many,and who now began to grow extreame 
chifiorotis and ſcandalous to him : Hee knowes not which way to looke, or howor 
where to turne himſelfe, ro find ont ſome invention and meanes to repaire the decayes 
alritines of theſe his miſerable fortunes, and ſo to beare np and ſcrew himſelfe again 
tothe eye and repute of the world. When his neceſfity gaining upon his heart and 
ritvte, and Satanupon his Conſcience and Soule, he knowing his brothers wife Meſ- 

i94to be rich and wariton, he will become ſo unfaithfull to his owne wife, ſo ingrate- 
fill and treacherous to his owne brother,and ſodiſhonourable and ignoble to himſelfe, 
»t&attempt to gaine her affeftion from him, and to draw her to his owne lewd and 
lgvious deſires, whereon his irregular hopes did morethan partly grow confident, 


keatiſe hee flatters himſelfe with this true, yet fooliſh beleefe, thatas hee was ſeven. 


fares the younger, ſo he was twice ſeventimes a properer manthan his brother. When 
tking'time at advantage, as his brother and her husband Yzmory were rid to Dzzons he 
ding her in a wonderfull pleafant humour, and exceedingly diſpoſed to be merry, 
nhten (God knowes) his owne fweet and ſorrowfull wife, was (according to her fre- 
fo cuſtome)diſconſolately at her prayers and booke in her owne chamber, and her 
weſhut toher, then, then I ſay, hee taking his ſaid ſiſter in law Maſſerizato a win- 
dy w 4 private Parlor,hee there (for himſclte,or the devill for him) breakes his mind 
her, and is ſo farre from ſhame, as he glories to make her acquainted with his deepe 
don, and laſcivious ſuit to her : Neither doth he faile of his hopes, or they of his 
jptuous deſires, for he findes this his ſiſter inlaw ſo diſhoneſtly prepared, and ſo 
kſfully reſolved and difpoſed to grant him his deſires, that ſealing her affeQion to him: 
mh many ſmiles, as he did his to her with more kiſles,ſhe is ſo impudent,ſo graceleſle; 
#tthis his very firſt motion, ſhe vowes to him ſhe hath not the power to deny himany 
titig,and therefore moſt cheerefully and willingly gives him her heartand her ſelfe;, 
aJhe doth the like to her, which they mutually ratifie and confirme between themwithy 
my private kiſſes, and amorous dakiances, as alſo with many ſecret ptoteſtations,and 
flemne oaths : But becauſe Satan is, therefore God will not be preſent at thistheir yi 
tous contrat, and laſcivious combination. | 
Thus Horcoxrt and his ſiſter in law Maſſeri#«, having no regard to their honoursorges. 
pitations, to their hearts orconſciences; to their ſoules or to God, hee pollutes his bro- 
hers bed in poſſeſſing his wives body, and makes it both his delight and practiſe r6de- 
lleand contaminate hisglory, in that of her ſhame, and of his owne infamy. And now: 
tspockets and purſe are agame fill'd and cramm'd with coine, for he:gives her kiſſes 
fot her Fold, and/ſhee returnes him gold for his kiſſes. Hereupon he puts-himſelfe a+, 
oh into new and rich apparell, but yet is ſo baſe,unkind, and ingratefull to his owne 
* and vertuous wife, that he will give her neither gold nornew apparel], but per- 
its her to goe in her old, But tvadde more miſeries to hermiſery, and more new 
fiefes nid calamities to ker old{bectuſe ſheisequally an eye ſore both to liimiſelfe and 
to her) hee will no loner permit her to live with him, that he may the more often and 
te wore freely ant? ſecurely fartiiharize with his old ſiſter, of rather now with his new 
love Maſerina: $0(Withourdny tepard toher birth,or reſpe&to her youth and vertues; 
Focrovcdering that GoUhiad madeher his wife, and thereforethe other halfe 
ther hoth6toher father at Trozes, giving her but a poore little 


bapee, and a ragget foot-boy, 'encly with' fo much money as could hardly _y 
| er - 
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het 1hither, giving her neither money nor apparel], nor any thing elſe which wasbe- 
ſeeming or fit for her;-although through the black and obſcure clouds of his vices and 
Tmegratitude, the bright and relucent Sun-beames of her excellent perfeCtions and ver. 
tues1n herſelfe, and of her conſtant affectionto him, will for ever moſt radiantly re 
{plenc and ſhine to all the world, eſpecially to thoſe who had the honour to knoy hex 
Iving,or who ſhall now or hereafter reade her Hiſtory after her death. And never were 
thoſe her ſweet perfeCtions and vertues either more conſpicuous and glorious in her, 
than nowat her enforced exile,and ſforrowfull baniſhment and departure from her hug 
band : For although he were cruelly unkinde, or unkindely cruell to her, yet knowing 
afid conlidering him to be her Husband, ſhe therefore hoJds it her duty and conſcience 
ſtill to attend and wait on him as his wife, and not, either ſoſooneor Fl ſuddenly toſe- 
parate her ſelfe.from him. When her eyes ſee, her jadgement knowes, her heart doubts, 
and her ſoule feares, that then more than ever his vices: wanted her prayers, and his 
ſinnes her vertues and preſence. to ſeeke to reCtifieand reforme them. But although ſhe 
deſcended ſolow from her {tlfe to him in her affection and humility, as with bitter 
ſighs and tearesto caſt her felfe on her knees to begge and requeſt him, that (as bythe 
lawes of marriage and nature, and of conſcience and grace)ſhe was obliged and bound, 
ſo that ſhe might enjoy the content and happineſle tolive and die with him, beingin- 
finitely contented, and extreaimely deſirous, as ſhe then attirmed, (and againe and+ 
oaine repeated and confirmed to him) to participate and beare her part and ſhare, as 
well in his poverty as proſperity, yet hee (asanignoble Gentleman, and a baſe andy 
tious Husband) having wholly taken away-his heart and affection from this his ſweet 
and'vertuous wife La Precoverte, and fully and abſolutely given it to his laſcivious fiſter 
1 law Maſſerira, hee ([ ſay) is ſo hard hearted, ingratefull and treacherous towards her 
(2s without anyreſpect to herteares, or regard to her prayers) hee will no way permit 
herto'live with him in St. $zx2pliciare or Sens, at his brothers, nor yet vouchſafe to bee 
pleaſed togoeand live with her to Troyecat her fathers : But here we may obſervehis 
malice in b1sdi{daine,and his difdaine in hismalice towards this deare and ſweet young . 
Gentlewoman his wife, (of whom God -knowes, ' and the world ſees, heeis no way 
worthy) for hee will grant her neither of theſe her two moſt reaſonable and lovingre- 
veſts, but indeed (rather as a devill than a man, and atyrant than'a Husband) he with 
ukdriog Jobkepand ſpeeches, commands her away his ſight and preſence, without 
once givingherſo much as one poore kiſle, as hee was bound in affection, or (whichis 
yer lelle) a poore farewell at their parting, as hee was obliged both in conſcienceand 
chriſtianity. Sothisſweet diſconſolate Gentlewoman(in a manner breaking her breaſt 
 wittiher ſighes: and drowning her cheekes with her teares) only with her poore little 
nag and ragged foot boy, is by her flinty hearted Husband turned out of his Brother 
YFimrories houſe at Saint Simmlician, and ſo in this lender manner,and baſe equipageen- 
forced ſofthy;]'diſcontendedly, and: forrowfully to ride home tothe poore Gentleman 
het Fatherat Troyes, yea and ſuch was the malice , and policy of Harcourt, . her cruell 
Husband, thatthis fodaine departure of hers was purpoſely acted when his Brother /i- 
Marie, and his wife Maſſerina were at another mannor houſe of.his ſome eight kagues 
off; tothe end;' that they might not ſee, or take leave of her nor ſhee of them, ſoallow- 
mg-our ſweetiand ſorrowfuwll La Precoverte by this time at Trozes with her aforeſaid Fa- 
ther:;1 will for x time there leave her, to the exerciſe of her patience, to the pietic of 
herprayers, and to the pleaſure and providence of God. 7" df ar 
Now doth our difloyall:and treacherous Harcowrt, at his pleaſare frolique it out 1n 
Saint Simplician with bis laſcivious Siſter in Law, and Strumpet Maſferina, yea they ate 
now grovme ſoimpudent,:\q carelefle, fo graceleſle;in theſe their obſcxne Dalliances, 
that if 7/;-v0rz6 the Hucband and Maſter doe not, yet his Servants cannot chooſe but take 
deepe notice and exatt and perteft;:Knowledge thereof; Onely he obſerves a Jatealte” 
rationin hisBrothers fortunes, . thathe:is become farre.braverin his apparell thenac- | 
'auſtomed. and hath-more ſtore of Crawnes-in his pocket at his command than Rene 
T*:1 | OIc, 
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Hiſt. X VII. ' Harcourt and Maſſerina. 


fore, both toplay and ſpend at his pleaſure. Only from whence this his golden Myne 
ſhould proceed hee knowes not 5 exce pt having heretofore inade ſome progreſſion, 
and experiments m the Chymicall Science (or myſtery of Alchymy) he had now found 
the Exar of the Philoſophers Stone; but his curioſity inthis Qwere proceeds no further, 
much leſle his Judgement, but leaſt of all-his Suſpition or Jeloufie. | 

; Butthe graceleſie Vanity and Ambition of Harcourt will yet flye a pitch and degree 
bigher i the ayre of Ingratitude and-reachery towards his Brother po For alittle 
gold cannot redeeme his Lands, norinakenp the money and great breaches of his for- 
nerprodigalities;neither will a few kifles and embraces of that luſtfull Dame hzs Siſter 
Myſtrinaappeale his unchaſte appetite, 'or ſatisfies inſatiable luſt, and laſcivious de- 
ſhes. 'W herefore at one time and caft;' ts: ſetnature and honour at ſtake, 'and ſocom- 
mtiidimg his heart and thoughts ro trample on bothof them,without any reſpect or xe- 
pre tocither, hee contrives'and aſhimes this vitions' and treacherous reſolution, that 

wing already taken the aCtuall poſleffion of her body, hee ſhould then likewiſe dae 
ſother gold; yea 'of all her whole Eftate., and/ſofiyeaway with her, whoſe Eſtate 
(through his long difhocieſt familiarity iith her J*he now knowes to be great, yeafar 
| ee his Brother Yimorie her hiitharid'cither ever knew or dreamt oof ; Where- 

with much ſuperfictalt affeQion, -, and artificiaflattery and infinuation, heeno 
ſooner breakes this motion to her, but her luſtfull heart: correſponding with his, - and 
herlaſcivions deſires likewiſe ayming nd intendingthat way, Wrady gives him her 
woſerit thereunto, and toithat.end ſhe very cr Ci in all her moniesand gold, 
rr with all herplate; Rings, dewels/moſt carefully,and privately packsit up, 

, ſo they flye away together ; In a morning wheinher Haband and his Brother was 
with his ſervants gone fofth'a Rawking and hinting for all-thatday, hee withoutever 
mking his wife, or fhe her Husband'orice acquainted therewith-Y/iwvory is amaged,and 
LaPrecoverte-extreamelyperplexed ind aMitted dtthe ſtrangeneſle of their (undregms 
d&) baſe clandeſtine departure; And athough (in tegardofhizaffeStion to -hig wife) 
kee were once reſolved to ſend and withk& after thersfortheiriſtay & apprehenfion,yet 
#laſt.to avoid the univerſall ſcindaVl-of the world (which thereby in ſtead of ſtopping 
metongue, would afſluredly let looſe many, heeleaves the bene of this treacherous 
accident to Time, and the due reward arid true puniſhment thereof to God. Now the 
tut place of ſafery and ſhelter which Harconrt and Maſerina flye unts, is theſtrong, city 
AGeneva( which depends not of France ; or Savoy,” but of God,and it felfe)where they 
take ewo chambers, 3nd live together;having'no {ervantat alltoattendor fallow them 


| bat only Noel, who for many yeares before had beene; + anebſtill was bis maws | Buztq 


live here in Geneva with the more privacy and afſurance (becauſe they ablerve it tobe 
aCity, exceedingly politiquely,vertuoufly and religio fly governed)they lind out this 
excuſe for their ſtay, thathee 1s heire to ſome lahds Clhich bythe death of an unkle of 
bis) ts devolved and fallen to him in the eſtate ; arid o_ of Millan (betwixt Pavid 
and Alexandria) whither hee goes to ſell it away, -in'tegard (ad hefalily alleageth) that 
both thi. Gentlewoman (whom hee reſolves toleaverhere;'and:preſently upon his re- 
tume to marry) and himfelfe are Proteſtant2and-for s moneth'or fix weakes, thisfale 

fle, and true impoſture paſſeth current with thoſe of Gezeva, whom all that tag 

ey freely permit and ſuffer toenjoy the lawes and privilegesof Hoſpitality jnzheix 
City, and the fooner, (and with faire leiſe ſuſpition and'doubt) becauſe they obſerye, 
that they very often frequent their Sermons, and: Churches; although inahigir hearts 
and devotions, 'God'knowes, they both ate diretly Roman Cacholiques: Byt 3c the 
ed of this ſmall time, underftandiog thatthe'twoSyndicks and the reſt of the Magix 
ſtrates of thatCity begafito pry more narrowly into'their ſtay, 'and monrenrefely wat 
their ations; Then they thinking toniocl with God and their ſoules,” and-la.tawihs 
Religion onely-tobe a cloake t6 overvailetheir vitliny, hee then and thdre xe{o}yes 


 Wmarry her before he goe to Milli; 'whithindeed affords ſweetmuſiaktb.the-heart, 


andmelody to the thoughts and minde of this laſcivious dame Maſerir:a, the wi_el a 
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eſteemed to be the chieſelt felicity! ſhe could deſire upon earth) exculing the alterati- 
on of this his reſolution-upon her ſickneſle and indiſpolitien. (which alfo was as falſe 
and counterfeit, as the pretence of. their proteſtaat Religion was feigned and hypo- 
critical!) and to that end hee acquaintsthe Miniſters and the Ancients: of the Church 
therewith; But they being as regular intheiraGtians as he was exorbitant; and as Plous 
in their intentions as he was prophanein his,.. queſtion him toſhew-ſome-authentica}| 
certificat from that Proteſtant Church.org Churches in PorGox: (:wherethey aver they 
formerly dwelt) that they were both of them Proteſtants; by religion; and-that the? 
marriage was honourable and no way clandeitine; aftirming to him; thatile was againſt 
therules of their religibn, the Conſittutions of their Church, and the lawes of their Ci 
ty; to doe otherwiſe, eithertg them, or to any {traygers whatſoever; Which Harcowy 
well perceiving, He now.comes too thort.in his arithmeticke;. antl having .note tothew 
themin thatnature, hee {weats-undex the ſaddle; and foflacks his Importunacy theres 
in, and putsit off with aſpscious, excpled dilatory delay z When acquainting his Maſe 
ferina therewith , they both ang ally afflicted and grieved, thus to ſee their hopes 
nIpt, and their exp<Ctatjonsand deſjres of marriage fruſtrated, and blaſted in the very 
bud and blofiomes.3 andmnaw they {ce that theirabode and. ſtay in Gerewa, neither can, 
normult bee long; Butthere betwdes, them another unlooked for accident whick will 
ſpeedily tranſport/thonithence5:-: [1,3 on gt od ond endo can 

-. Tt isthe pleafure and mercy of: Got, that Nge//.(C:Harcourts.man). isnot a little grie- 
vedin heart, and afflifted. in mind; tg ſee hiswaſter guilty ofithis foule and treacherous 
cnme,'in ſtealing away Mufcrine his Brothers wit, and ;entertainingiand uſing heras 
bis owne. 'Hee knowes how infinitely this their;adulery is diſpleaſing to God, ando- 
dious/to'men,: and how'oppolite and repugnapt iis to Grace and Nature. Wherefore 
holding ira trouble tok1s minde.a yexation to his hea rt, and a;ſcruple tohis ddnſcience 
any longer toattend and follow them, ,becauſe he18 aſſured,that the divine Juſtice and 
vengeanceof God; will neverpermitthem fo go.longeither undetected orun puniſhed; 
Hee calling to his remembrance the. {weet yertues and chaſtity of his Miſtris La Precs- 
verte, and {by oppoſition .and-Anmtitheſis). cgmparing 'them to the foule: vicesand 
whoredomes of Maſſerizza, hee out of his duty tothe firſt, and deteſtationto the ſecond, 
though a bad Servantto;his Maſter, yet was a good Chriſtianto God, gives his Miſtris 
La Precoverte very tecret mtelligence , of hjs maſters laſcivious reſiding and-living hert 
in Geneva With Mafſerins, whereof he ſends her word, he is a very ſorrowfull and unyil 
lingeye witneſle, :and-ſo-leavesthe reformation thereof, firſt to God,, and thentoker 
ſelfe. ' Our vertuous | {weet Geutlewoman La Precoverte, 1s wonderfully afflicted and 
gfeved, at this foule crime of adultery betwixt her Husband, and his Siſter :Maſſerina, 
whereather chaſte heart towards him, and her pure and religious ſoule: towards God, 
triakes her ſend many tearesto earth; lighes to heaven. Once ſhe thoughe toacquaint 
her brother 7iyox#herewith, but then fearing that his:juſt choller might peradventure 
exaſperate him again{t hey Husband, ſheeagaine as ſoone forſakes that opinion andm- 
tent, as holding it'more diſcretion-and ſafety tobe ſilent herein towards hin Andyet 
conſulting her griefes and afflitions with God(whoſle ſacred advice and afſiſtance-how 
to'beare her: ſelfe 1n:this aftion 'and accident, ; ſhee religiouſly implores) | ſhee ar laſt 
deemes it a part both-of her affetion,-. duty, and conſcience; toule her beſt zealeand 
endevourstoreclaime them from:thistheirabhominable,,8& beaſtly courſe of life. And 
inrepard her poverty, weakneſle, and ſickneſle will not (according to her deſiresand 
—_— her to-ride-over to them in-perſon'toGereva, ſhe therefore commitrsand 
;5mpolerhs that chatge:to her; per,to write, both to her Husband Haraours, 'agalſotohis 
lewd Sifter; or rather his laſcivions,.$trumpet Me//erixa, to ſect her letters (by theper- 
miſfion and providence of Gqd:) may preyaile with their hearts and ſonles to reforme 
arid draw them home,thewhich ſhe:.puxpoſely,. and exprefly fends by a confidentmel* 
ſaiger; andwiththegreateſtſefreſie ſhe poſhbly candeviſe.,... oe oo onion: vs 
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Hiſt. XVII. Harcourt an d M afferina. — 


Her Letter to her Husband intimated this: 


LA PRECOVERTE to HARCOVRT. 


Y. Onr flight and Adultery with that graceleſſe Strumpet Maſſerina, is ſo diſpleaſing ts God, 
as F cannot but wonder that his divine Tuſtice will permit Geneva, or any other place of 
the world to containe you without puniſhing you for it 5 yeawhen in this foule crime of yours) 
1eonſider her by my ſelft, and you by your Brother Vimorye, T find that his griefe proves 
m ſhame, and my ſhame his griefe, and that you and her are the true cauſes of both. Thave ex- 
anined my thoughts and ations, my heart andſoule , ind cannot conceive that F have any tway 
deſerved this your ingratitude towards me, and therefore faile not to certifie mee why andl where= 

e you have undertaken this vitions and lewd courſe of life, which in the end will aſſuredly pro= . 
duce thy miſery, as now already it doth your infamy, except your contrition ts God, doe ſpeedj- 
\ redeeme it. And in regard that you are my Husband, and that Thoth hope and belewve is to 
be the firſt fault in this kind and nature, I therefore hol4you more worthy of my pitty thau of ty 
hatred, and of my prayers then of my curſes. S0 if you will abandon your deboſhed Siſter," ' ati 
tame home and live with mee who am thy chaſte and ſorrowfull wife, my armes ard heart ſhall |be 
# open as ever they were, both to receive and forgive you, yea, I will wholly forget what is paſt, 
and prepare my ſelfe to welcome you home, with a thouſand Smiles and Kiſſer, if you will reſokve 
and remember henceforth to love mee as much, as formerly (without canſe or reaſon) you have 


weleed and hated mee. 
La PRECOVERTE, 
F\ FE 


Her Letter to Maſſerina, bewrayd theſe paſſions. 
LA PrxECOVERTE to MASSERINA. 


O longer Siſter , but lewd ſtrumpet, was it not enough for thee to abuſe thine own Hyuz- 
band, but that thou mmſt likewiſe beveave ne of mine, who is his owne and onely Brother: 
& if a ſingle ſinne andingratitude, could not content thy laſcivious luſt,or ſatisfie thy inordinate 
deſires « but that thy impicty to God, and prophaneneſſe and obſcenity to thy ſelfe; ſhouldmihe 
thee owilty of ſo fOnle a crime as Adultery, and which is worſe, of ſuch afoule and baſe Adultery 
#r comes very neere to the worſt kinde of Inceſk 3 whereof thy thoughts and heart can informe 
ther, and thy conſcience and ſoule aſſure thee, it will hereafter make thee as truly miſerable, as 
ww thou falfly thinkeſt thy ſelfe happy» Wherefore triumph not,ts have made my griefe'thy glory, 
and my affliction thy felicity, for God (whois as juſt, as powerfull) will requite my wronges in 
thy Perſon, and when thou leaſt dreameſt thereof, his Divine puniſh ments will ſharpely ſeonrge 
trd revenge thy laſtiviows pleaſures, except thou dejeF and proſtrate thy ſelfe at the feet of bis ſi 
rred Mercy with true contrition, and at the Altar of his ſaving Grace with unfeinee Pepentance 
for the ſome, by reſtoring my Husband to mee, and thy ſelfe to thine, and by making thy pexce 
wth God, whom ſo biekl und hainouſly thou haſt therein offended 3 which if thou doe, thox 
wayeſt then reeſtabliſh thy fortunes, and redeeme thy repittation, or elſe for everiaſſuredly'ruine 
both them andthy ſelfe. So ifT ſee thee to imbrate this thaſte, \and to follow this vertnows and 
Meligiows conrſe, T will againt aſſume the name of a Siſter,a1d leave\that ofa Strumpet towurds 
thee, yea, I will wholly forget theſe thy (almoſt unparitonuble) wrongs and diſgrates which thon 
 Wereft mee,and for ever bury them in perpetrall ſilents, ant eternal oblivion. ' (20 


\ \L& PRECOVERTE- 
Her Meſſenger arriving at Geneva, he firſt findes out Neel, and then ſecretly delivers 
theſe two Letters to Hartowrt and Maſſerina, who much muſing and more wondring 


thereat, withdrawing themſelves into their Inner Chamber, they there breake up _ 
"bt | | cales 
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ſeales and peruſe them; Whereat their hearts galled, and their Conſciences fo netled 
and ſtung as they cannot refraine from bluſhing formeere ſhame, and then againe,from 
not looking pale with meere anger thereat. Thus looking ſtedtaſtly each on other, 
their owne guiltineſle doth for the time preſent ſomewhat afflict and perplex them, 
Harcourt wondereth at bis wifes boldneſlein writing to him 3 and Mafferina 1s not alit- 
tle diſmaid and daunted to ſee that her husband hath not written unto her. Harcoyrtis 
diſcontented with his wifes peremptory Letter, Maſſerina 1s apprehenſive & tearefyl] of 
her Husbands filence, when againe changing their conceits and thoughts which incon- 
ſtantly alter, and'extravagantly range, without any intrinſicall peace, or tranquillity; 
Harcourt thinking of his Brother Yymories ſilence, attributes it to contempt and hatred, 


and Maſſeriza contemplating & ruminating on her fiſter La Precovertes choller,reputsit 


totxtreamegriefe,ſorrow and Indignation But at Jaſt conſulting together hereon,they 
both of thetn concurre-and fall upon this reſolution 3 that tocolour out their laſciviou 
life, they by their anſwersto her, muſt overvaile it with much ſeeming chaſtity, and 
otended.thod ity and'piety.And the better to prevent any danger which may proceed 
from /imeries lilence;: or revenge,theymuſt remove from Geneva, and ſpeedily reſolye 


: to forſake and leave it -; When feare giving life to their deſpaire, and deſpaire adding 


wings to their feare,they call for pen and paper,and each returne La Precoverte their ſe. 
verall anſwers by her owne meſſenger who had ſtrict charge and command from her 
to.ſee them , but not todare once to ſpeake or exchange a word with either of them, 
the which (accordingto his duty)heevery honeſtly and punctually pertormed,onlyto 
ſhew hergratefulneſle to honeſt Noe/, ſhe gave preciſe order to him to render him qu- 
ny hearty thanks from her for his true reſpect and fidelity towards her, which ſhe would 
never forget nor leave unrecompenced, and yet all this while neither Harcourt nor 
Maſſerina were any way ſu ſpitious that it was their man Noe which gave La Precoverte 
intelligence of their reſidence in Geneva, 
Harcourts Letter to his wife was in theſe tearmes. 
HARCOVRT toLa PRECOVERT Es» 


TJ ot raſhly and unjuſily torment thy ſelfe with jealoufie at my abſence, for thow ſh 
I finde as much joy theregf at my returne, as now thou beleeveſt and feareſt the contrary.'1 
have wowed to accompany my Siſter in law Maſlerina to our Lady of Loreto, which 3s theleft 
Saitt of the beſt Countrey of the world , Italy , (where wee are now ſetting forwards fromtbis 
towne of Geneva; to which holy Lady and bleſſed Saint, her Oraiſons for her Husband, and 
mine for thee, are andſhall be as repleat of pure affection andpiety, as thon imaginelt they are of 
iniquity and prophanenefſe. True it 3s, Icommitted an ertour in not acquainting thee with ny 
departure, which T perceive thou eſteemeſt a crime 5 but when ſhortly I ſhall bet ſo happy to enjoy 
thy ſweet. company and preſence;then my juſt reaſons will j uſily enforce thee both to know and ac* 
knowledge, that that pretended crime of mine 3s leſſe than an errour, and this, errour leſſe that 
nothing... Aud if thon wilt yet bee farther inquiſitive why, or from whence our journey was firſ 


derived, I pray tet theſe generall tearmes.content thy feare, and Jatisfi thy jealouſte,. that it ws 
her devotion aud conſoience to God, not my deſire or afſetion to her which gave life and birth 


toit therefore Þhold xt rather an unmerited cruelty, *than a condigne penanct', either for my 
heart'to betied to uk forgiveneſſe of thee,or.my ſoule of God for this thy pretended crime of mine, 
whereof Tam as innocent,as thy feare and jealouſie deemes mee guilty. Therefore I allow ofthy 
piety, T accept of thy prayers, yea, and I rejoyce it thy affeFion to entertaine, and thy reſoluti- 
on towelcome mee home with thy [miles and kiſſes when I come, the which ſtall be,if no; ſoſhort* 
ly as thox expeFeſt or I deſire, yet as ſoone as reputation and good ſpeed ſhall permit. 


Mig dog HARCOVKRT. 


Maſfrina's 
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Miſfrina's Letter to her lifter in law carried theſe lines. 
MAsSERINA to La PRECOVERT E- 


Y departure and abſence hath neither wronged mine owne Husband nor abuſed thine, for 
it is my pure zedle to God, and not any laſtivious luſt in my ſclfe which drew mee to this 
1uotion to ſce Loretto , and him (through his goodneſſe) to the reſolution honourably to ac- 
company 92 thither, and therefore my heart defies that faule ſenne of Adultery, and my ſoule de- 
#5 that odiows one of Inceſt, whereof Tam farre more innocent than thou thinkeſt mee guilty. 
1am ſorry for thy griefe, and I grieve for thy affliFion, and am ſo farre from triumphing in the 
ave, or elorying in the other, as Thave given that to my thoughts with paſſzon, and this ta my 
inde with compaſſaon, although I confeſſe I have ſwall reaſon to place it ſo neere mee.in regard 
thy jealouſre is the ſole anthour, and my fidelity and chaſtity no way the cauſe thereof > wherefore [ 
anſo fare from fearing, as 1 love Gods juſtice, becauſe as in other ſinnes I have offended his 
Divine Majeſtie, ſo I am ſure that in this I have no way. incurred or werited his indignatior-. 
addoe moſt freely referre my fortunes #nd reputation to his ſacred pleaſure,but not to F// gue 
dſcontents and ill grounded choller, fron: which(by the plea of a juſt proviſo) I have all the rea- 

of the world to appeale, as alſo for that foule ſcandall and infamous Epithete of a Strumpet, 
which T thought thee too vertnous once to conceive, much leſſe to name, but lealt of all for one 
ifter in law (without cauſe or rea on) to give to another: But thou art La Precoverte, therefore 
forget this ingratefall crime of: thine, and I aw Maſlerina, therefore Ifreely and abſolutely 
ſrgive it and to doe thee as much right as thou haſt done wee wrong, Iwill ſilence it in eter; 
Ml obfeurity aud oblivion. 


MASSERINA. 


And isitnot worthy of our obſervation,or rather of our deteſtation, to ſee how impi- 
ouſly theſe prophane wretches. deny this their Adultery towards God, and alſo to La 
Irecoverte,whom they have ſo hainouſ]y offended therewith,and which to Heaven and 
Larth, to God and his Angels, and to their owne hearts and conſciences are neverthe- 
kfle as apparent as the Sunne in his brighteſt Meridian, yea, had they not wilfully flea 
from God, and preſumptuouſly abandoned themſelves to Satan, to contrive ſuch irre- 
agous excuſes, and to frame ſuch ungodly Apologies, for theſe their foule crimes and 
ences, .and ſo to-make Hypocrilie the veile of their Adultery, and the cloake toco- 
verit from the light and ſight of the world : And is it not a reſolution worthy ofa hal- 
trin this world, and of Hell firein that to come,to attempt marriage, when the wife of 
the one, and the Husband of the other, are in perfe& ſtrength, and full of life and 
health,(eſpecially Maſerine's Husband Yimory) as but right now to their ſhame, not to 
their glory,they underſtand by La Precovertes letters to them: To the Magiſtrates of Ge- 
#£va they are firme Proteſtants, and as they pretended, ſo they then (as they conſtant- 
ly affirmed) intended to live and dye: To LaPrecoverte intheir Letters they are ſound 
Roman Catholikes, and in the ſublimity and ſingularity of their zeale trave}ling to- 
wardsthe Lady of Loreto in devotion.O wretched Chriſtians.or indeed rather Omiſera- 
ble wretches,thus with your hypocriſte to think to deceive God, when therein you one- 
ydeceive.your owne ſelves and ſoules. For can there be a greater miſery found by us 
onearth, or ſent us by'the devill from hell,to make Religion(which of it ſelfe js a pre; 
cous and ſoveraine Antidote) to become a fatall drugge; and a pernicious ingredient 
topoyſon, not to preſerve our {oules,& ſo onely to delight our earthly humours and af- 
fetions,8: to pleaſe our carnall deſires & concupiſcences ? Of all ſorts of men(after the 
Atheiſt and the murtherer) the Hypocrite is the verieſt devill uponeaxth, and hee is ſo 
much the more wretched and execrable, 1n that hee guilds over his ſpeeches, life and 
attions with the ſeeming ſhew of piety and devotion,when God and his ulcerated. con- 
ſcience know, that he is nothing leſfe. Tobe —— in religion, is to be prophane, 
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not religious : And as wine mixt with water isneither wine .nor water, fo heethatis 
of two religions 1s of neither. For God who1s ſtill jealous of his owne honour, and of 
our ſalvation, will not onely have our ſoules, but our hearts to ſerve him, and not oy. 
ly our hearts, but alſo our tongues to glorifie him, that isto ſay,all our aQtions,an 211 
our afleCtions,not a peece of our heart, but hee will have our whole heart, and not on 
angle or cornerof our ſoule, but our whole ſoule : For in matters of his divine wot{hip 
and ſervice, (which conſiſts in that of our faith, and of his glory) hee will not admit of 
= Rivall or Competjtor, nor beſerved'in any other manner, than as he hath taught 
us by his ſacred Word and Commandements, and-inſtruCted us by his holy Prophets 
and blefſed Apoſtles. 

But againe to Harcourt and Maſſerina, whoſe laſcivious hearts and lewd conſciences not 
permitting them toreſt in aſſurance, or reſide in ſecurity any where, the very day after 
they had diſpatched the meſſenger with their Letters to La Precoverte,(holding Genen, 
no place for them, nor they for Geneve) they trufle up baggage, and ſo with much 
ſecrecie leave it, and direct their courſe to the great and famous Citie of Lyox:,(ſome 
two and twenty leagues thence) and whichis the frontier Towne of France, and there 
they thinke to ſhiowd themſelves among that great affluence and confluence of people 
which inhabire and aboord there from divers parts,and they make choyce to live inthis 
frontier Citie, becanſe it is neere to Savey, where if any dangerſhould chance tobe 
tide or befall them, they might ſpeedily and ſafely retire themſelves there, and ſol; 
hold on the law and privilege of Nations, which 1s inviolable throughout all the world, 
At their arrivall at Lyons they take their chambers and refidence neere the Arſenal|, 
though'for thetwo firſt nights they liein Fanders-ſtreet. They have not beene in Lys: 
fifteene dayes, but there befell them an accident very worthy both of our obſervation, 
and of their remembrance, which was thus 5 A Gentleman of the City of Tholw| 
named Monſieur De Blaiſe, having ſome five dayes before treacherouſly killed his el 
der brother Monſieur de Barry,in the high way as they travelled together upon a quarrell 
which fell out berweene them, for having deboſhed and clandeſtine ſtollen away hi 
faid elder brother De Barray's wife from him, & conveyed & tranſported her away with 
him : There was a privie ſearch then made in Lyons, when that ſame night Harconrt and 
Maſſerina were upon ſuſpition apprehended for them.,and laidin ſure keeping.Butthe 
next morning before the Seneſchall and Procureur Fiſcall, 'they juſtified their jnnocen- 
cy. by many who knew de Blajſe,and ſo were cleared3but yet it gave them both a hotCs- 
miſado and fearfull Alarum,and left an ominous impreſſion intheir hearts and minds 
whereof (for the conformity ofthe circumſtances of this ation with their owne ) had 
they had the grace to have made good ule, they had not (hereafter) made themſelves 
ſo famouſly infamous,nor conſequently this their hiſtory ſo prodigionſ]y deplorable. 

Harcowtrt and Maſſerina whiles they ſtay herein Lyons(as guilt is ſtill accompanied with 
feare do e ſeldome goe forth their lodgings, and when _— doe, _ (for their better 
ſafety) diſguiſe themſelves in different apparell, and for her part ſhe goes ſtill cloſe 
masked, and muffled up-in her Taffeta coyffe. Yea both of therm make it their pratiſe 
to frequentthe fields often, but the Churches and ſtreets ſeldome.as if their foule crime 
of Adultery had made them unworthy the communion of Gods Saints, and conſe- 
quenuy all good company too wotthy for them. He exceedingly feares his brother /7- 
ors filence and revenge, and ſhe highly envieth and diſdameth her ſiſter inLaw £- 
Precovertes jElouſie,S& ſtil] that diſgracefull word of Strumpet(which ſhe upbraided her 
with,and obtraded to her in herLetter)ſtrikes & fincks deepely m herheatt & remem- 
brance,in ſuch ſort,thar it ſo poſſeſlethrher thoughts with malice, &takes up her minde 
with choller and fierce indignation, as ſhe vowes to her ſelfe not thus to letit paſſe in [1 
lence, or to vaniſh & dye away in oblivion, quite contrary to that which her late Letter 
to her ſiſter Le Precoverte promiſed and ſpake. And here it is that the devill firſt 
begins to take poſſeſiion of her heart, and by degrees to ſeize upon her ſoule, 


and to make her wholly to forſake God. For knowing La Precoverte to be wite 
to 
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to her brother inlaw andlJover Harcourt, ( whom ſhe affefts a thouſand times dearer 
than her owne Husband, yea, than her ownelife ) ſhee is therefore ſo great a beame to 
zreye, ſo ſharpe a thorne to her heart, and fo bitter a corraſive to her content, as ſhe 


- notonely aſſumes bad thoughts, but bad bloud againſt her: For vowing thatnone ſhall 


ſhare with her in his affection, ſhee forgetting her Conſcience and Soule, Heavenand 
God, is ſpeedily reſolved to cauſe her to be poyſoned, her inraged malice being capa- 
ble of no other excuſe or reaſon but this, that it is impoſlible ſhe can rea pe any pertect 
telicity or content in earth, till ſhee havediſpatch't and ſent her to Heazer. To which 
end ſhe infinuates her ſzIfe into the acquaintance of two Apothecaries of that City, and 
deales with them ſeverally and ſecretly to effect this hellifh buſinefle , for the which 
ſhe promiſed either ofthem a hundred crownes of the ſumme in hand, and as much 
ore when they have effected it, and fifty more todetfray the charge of their journey. 
But the devill hath made her ſo crafty & ſubtile,as ſhe ſtill retaines from them,the name 
Maſſerinz and the place Troyes where the party dwelt ; There are good, and bad men of 
ill countreyes, faculties, and profeſſions, theſe two Apothecariesare as honeſt as ſhe 1s 
wretched, and as religious and charitable as ſhe 1s prophane and bloody.,ſo the one de- 
nies her requeſt with diſdaine and choller, and the other with charity and compaſſion, 
illeaging her many pious conſiderations & reaſons to diflwade her from this foule and 
bloody act , the execution whereof, though tacitely , yet infallibly threatneth (ſayes 
hee) no lefle than the utter ſubverſton of her fortunes, and the ruine and confuſion cf 
her life in this world, if not likewiſe of her foule in that to come 3 So ſhee being here- 
t alittle galled and ſtuny in Conſcience , to ſee that this great City of Lzoxs attoords 
yoyſon bur no poyſoners, to aCtand finiſh this her bloody projet 3 The devill hath 
jt notwithſtanding, made her ſo curious 1n her malice, and ſo induſirieus, and reſo- 
lute in her revenge, as enquiring whether there were any Italian Emperick of 
Mountebanck in that City, ( whom ſhee thought might be made fit and flexible 
to her bloody deſires and intents) ſhe is advertiſed, that there departed one hence 
ſome eight dayes ſince, who is gone to reſide this ſpring of the yeare at the Bathes 
at Poygges, A mile from the city of Newers, his name being _ Baptiſta Tivoly, 
(whom I conjefture may derive his ſurname from that pleaſant ſmall rowne of 
Tzwoly, ſome twenty ſmall ſmiles from Rome, wherem there are m:ny Cardinalls, 
country Pallaces, or houſes of pleaſure) being very «kilfullin Mineralls, and in at= 
rating the ſpirits and quinteſlence ofdivers other vegitivesz Ofa vaine glorious, and 
anbitious humour and diſpoſition,and yet of a very poore <{tate and meanes, and ſuch 
20ne, as indeed Maſſerina holds every way a fit agent and inſtrument for her turne and 
urpoſe. | 
the is glad of this advertiſement, and will neither give nor receive any trucefrom her 
heart,or her heart from her revenge before ſhe have ſeene and ſpoken with Tivoly. The 
which to effect ſhee to Harcourt pretends a ſuddaine ach in her right arme, and'ſo upon 
200d adviſe tells him that ſhe is very deſirous to goe to the Bathes of Povgges by Newers, 
thereto ſtay ſome fifteene or twenty dayes at fartheſt 3 Harcourt (no way once drea- 
ning of her inveterate malice,a nd farre leſle of her revengetull and bloody intents to« 
wards the ſafety and life of his wife La Precoverte) approves of her reſolution and jour- 
ney, but intreats her to be wonderfull carefull of her ſelfe , her health and ſafety, and 
proffereth to accompany her himſelfe:ſhe with many kiſles,deerely thankes him for his 
care of her and affeCtion to her herein 3; anſwereth him that his ſtay in Lyozs will make 
ter journey the more ſafe and ſhort, ſo ſhe accepts of the man for the maſter, and on] 
takes Noel/ along with her, who reſpedts her ſo well, as he cares not for her ſight, muc 
leſle for her company:She arrives at Nevers,&(impatient ofall delay)the next morning 
findes out !Tiry6ly at Pougger,beinga very tall man, of a cole black beard, and of a wanne 


| 2ndſullen countenance, ſhee by his Phyfiognomie judgeth that her hopes will not bee 


deceived, of him ; The ſecond.day ſhe breakes with him about .her helliſh buſi- 


-neſſe and ;findes (him tratable ther devilliſh intents : They proceed to this latnen= 
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table bargaine,and ſhe is to give him one hundred Crownes in hand,and a faithful] Pro- 
miſe ofa hundred and fifty more when he hath effected it, as alſo fifty Crownes for the 
Charge of his journey,the which ſhe limits at fifteen dayes,ſo having ſettled this her by. 
linefle, ſhe now names the party to Tivoly whom ſhe will have him to poyſon, Laprecy. 
verte , to be the woman who reſides and dwels with her Father Monſieur Ls Vagnery, x 
poore Gentleman in the Citte of Troyes in Champagne, and ſhee a young Gentlewomay 
of ſome twenty yeares of age, of a flaxen haire, and very fickly. When giving him z 
ſmall Saphir ring trom her finger, ſhe therewith ſweares him both tothe performance, 
and tothe ſecrecy of this murther, the which,armed by the Devil] hee doth. Whenbe. 
ing exceeding glad of this his bloody imployment, which brings him ſtore of gold, the 
which hee eſteemes the Elixar of his heart, and the felicitice and glory of his life, and 
which indeed. was the maine buſineſſe that brought him on this fide the Alpes, from 1:4 
ly to France. Thus without any feare of God or thought of heaven or hell,theſe murthe. 
rous and damnable miſcreants have concluded and ſhut up this their bloody bargaine. 

Our poore ſweet La Precoverte, having received her Husbands Letter from Geneva,and 
conſidering the contents thereof, as alſothat of her Siſter in Law Maſerina, ſhe knoye, 
not what to think either of their Letters or of themſelves : ſhe ſees her letter to promiſe 
much zeale and devotion to God, and his much atteCtion to her, and yet remembri 
his former unkindnefle, I may fay cruelty, towards herzas alſo the manner of their bat 
and clandeſtin departure; then ſhe thinkes the firſt to be falſe, and the ſecond feigned, 
& therefore conceives ſhe hath far more reaſons todeſpaire than to hope either of their 
Innocencie. or their returne 5 But this is her reſolution, Harcoxrt is her Husband, there 
fore ſhee will ſtill love him dearely 3 She 1s his wife, and therefore ſhe will for ever 
pray for him, and his proſperitie religiouſly. Thus hoping and many times (with many 
heavy ſghes and bitter tcares) wiſhing and deſiring his happy returne,and vertuousre. 
formation, ſheein his abſence lives penſtyely and ſforrowtully with her Father, rather 
as a widdow than a wite, and ſuch 1s her miſerable Eſtate, and poore and forrowfull 


fortune, thatſhe well knowesnot, whether ſhe may more grieve or rejoyce that Cod 


hitherto hath given herno Childe : For ah mee, ſhe is ſoinvironed with atficitons, { 
incompalled with calamities 3 ſoaſliulted with {ickneſſe, and fo weighed downe with 
fadnefle and diſconſolation, as ſhee repures her life worſe than death, and either wi 
ſheth her Husband at home with her,or her {-Ife 1n Heaven with God, 

But Alas, alas, deere ſweet young Gentl-woman; little doeſt thou thinke or dreame 
(now thou deſireſt death) what a hellith plot there 1s contrived and intended againſt 
thy life by theſe two bloody FaCtors and Agents of the Devill, Tivoly, and thy Siſter 
Maſſerina : O Maſſerina,Maſjerina, the diſgrace of thy name, the intamy of thy family,the 
ſhame of thy time, and the ſcandall of thy ſex. O how I wart wordsnot teares, to con- 
demne thy cruell rage, and to execrate thy infernall malice and fury, thus to reſolveto 
imbrue thy guilty hands 1n the innocent blood of thy chaſte and vertuous Siſter in Law 
La Precoverte ; for was it not ſin and luſtenough for thee to have heretofore bereaved 
herof the love and preſence of her Husband, but that thou wilt now be ſo wretched 
and inhumane, aslikewiſe to rob her of her life ? O griefe,O ſhame, O pitty, that thou 
ſhouldeſt once dare to think thereof, much leſle to attempt it, I meane ſolamentablea 
crime, and ſo bloody a fa&, which aflure thy ſelfe , as there is a God in Heaven , will 
never goe long unpuniſhed in Earth. 

But I muſt proceed in this our ſad and mournefull Hiſtory, and therefore with anun- 
willing and trembling reſolution, Iam enforced to declare that this limbe of the Devill 
Tively, rides away to Trozes,where he ſpeedily and ſecretly makes profeſſion of his Em- 
pety. When underſtanding that Moxſiewr de la Vagwery is conſtantly in the City, he (with 
an Tealian impudence and policy) foone skrewes and infinuates himſelfe into his Com- 
pany. And as it is the vanity of our times, and tie weaknefle and imbecillity of out 


ns, (in any profeſſion whatſoever ) ſtill toipreferre and reſpect ſtrangers be 


re oar owne Countteymen,  ſo-Monſiewy we 6 Vamwery, hearing This Italian tode> 
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Harcourt and +4 afſerina. 
voure Latin at his pleaſure, and rather to vomit than utter forth whole Catalogusof 
hyſicall phraſes which hee had ſtollen, not learnt from A '/fotle, Galen, and Para- 
elſps, His 1gnorance beleeve: him to be very learned, and therefore hee holds him a 
moſt fit Phyſitian, to cure his Daughter La Precoverte of her conium ption,whereinto(as 
before) ſhee was deeply & dangerouſly fallen, by the unparallc!d griefes and ſorrowes 
which thee conceived, for her husbands former unkindnefleto her, but more eſpecial- 
ly, for his preſent abſence and flight with his laſcivious Siſter Maſſcrine. So (ina moſt 
anhappy houre) Her Father La Yaquery mentioneth it to T7zvely ; Which ( being 
the onely occaſion and opportunity hee gaped for) hee freely promiſeth him his beſt 
artand skill for her recovery, and the next day goes home to his houſe with him, and 
viliteth his daughter; Hee findes her to be weake, leane, and pale, the which ſerves the 
better for his turne, to colour oat this his bloody purpoſe toher. When(if therz had 
been any humanity in his thoughts, any Grace in his heart, or any ſparke of religica or 
pietie in his Soule ) the very light of this {\veet, this harmelelle, this beautifull young 
Gentlewoman would have moved him to compaſſion, and not with helliſh cruelty to 
xſolve to poylon her. But his finfull heart.his ſeared Conſcience, and his ulcerated and 
niculent ſoule had(in favour of gold)made this compact with the devill, & therefore he 
mill advance, andnor retire in this his infernall reſolution. Hee feeles her pulſe, caſts 
her eftate in an Urinall, receives thirty Crov7nes of her Father for her cure, and fo bid- 
ding her to be of good comfort, hee adminiſtreth her two pills, three mornings follow- 
ing whereof( harmeleſle ſweet Gentlewoman) within three dayes after, ſhe ſuddainly 
dyes in her bed by night 3 T7»oly attirming to her ſorrowfull Father and Friends,that be- 
fore he came to her, the violency, and inveteracy of her conſumption, had turned all 
her blood into water, 8 exhauſted and extenuated all the radicall humours of her life, 
which opinion of this baſe and bloody Italian Mountebanke paſt currant with the ſim- 
plicity of his beliefe and their Judgements:So he burieth his daughter,and with her h1s 
chiefeſt earthly delightand joy : Within three dayes after that this forrowfull and la- 
mentable tragedy was ated. This monſter, this Devill incarnate T7voly, leaves Troyes, 
and poaſts away to Newers, where he raviſheth Maſſeriza's heart, with the joyfull newes 
and aſſurance of La Precovertes death and buria)]l, of whom he recerves, his other hun- 
dred and fifty Crownes,the which according to her promile ſhee failes not preſently to 
pay him downe. And here againe they ſolemnely ſweare fecrecy each to other of this 
their bloody fact. POLY | 
Wretched Maſerina feaſting her heart with joy,b ſirfeiting her thoughts with content 
ſee the rivall and competitorin her loves, La Precoverte thus diſpatched and ſent for 
heaven, She now thinking to domineere alone in her Harcoxrts heart and affeCtion, e- 
ſteemes her ſe}fe a degree neerer to him in marriage, that ſo of his Siſter ſhee may be- 
come his Wife. For this 1s the felicity and content whereat her heart aymeth, and the 
teleQation and joy wherein her deſires and wiſhes terminate.But her Husband Yimorjes 
life doth daſh theſe joyes of hers in peeces, as ſoone as ſhee conceives them, 8 ſtrangles 
them,if not in their birth, yet in their cradle.She finds Nezers to be a pleaſant City,and 
Pougges a delightfull little place to live in,and when the Spring is paſt & the greatcon- 
flvence of people retired and. gone home, to be a place of farre more ſafety for them 
than Lyozs. Yea, and ſhee affects and Joves it farre the better, becauſe here it was ſhee 
irſt heard -and underſtood of Ls Precovertes death, which as yet for a time ſheecloſely 
conceales to her ſelfe 3 Wherefore ſhee ſends Noe/(her man) to Lyons to his Maſter,and 
her letter prayes him ſpeedily to come and live with herat Nezers,which ſhe affirmes 
to him is a pleaſant City, & that there fhe attends hisarrivall and company with much 
affeftion and impatiency. - . \. : | | 
Harcourt, to pleaſe his ſweet-heart Siſter Maſſerina, leaves Lyons,and comes to her at 


Nevers,where with thankes & kiſles, ſhe joyfully welcomes him, telling him that theſe 
bathes of Pogges,have perfettly freed her of her ache;butinher heart & mind,ſhe well 


nowes.it is the death of La Precoverte,and not thoſe bathes, which hath both cured her 
578 Ff 3 | doubts 
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doubts and ſecured her teares. They have net lived in Newvers and Poxgges above three 
weekes ſince his arrivall,untill they there (but by what meanesI know not)underſtand 
of La Precovertes death, whereat hee ſeemes nothing forrowfull, but ſhe extreamly glad 
and joyfull.And by this time, whichis at leaſt a whole yeare ſince their flight & depar- 
ture from Saint 8:44plician and Ser, they in their Travels and other gifts and expenſes, 
have conſumed and expended a pretty ſumme of their money. In all which time, wee 
muſt underſtand that YVimrory hates his wife and Brother ſo exceedingly, as hee (incon- 
tempt of their crimes and deteſtation of their trecherousingratitude) ſ{cornes either to 
looke or ſend after thein 3 but the only revenge which he uſeth towards him in his ab- 
ſence,hee pretends a great Summe of money to bee due to him from him, and in com- 
penſation thereof, ſeizeth upon the remainder of his lands, and by Order of Juſtice ga- 
thereth up, and colle&s his rents from his Tenants,to his owne uſe and behoofe.Which 
extreamely grieves Harcourt, and afflicts Maſſerina,who (by this time)ſeeing in what ob- 
ſcurity and conſidering in what continuall feare and eminent danger they live in, As 
their laſcivious affections, ſo their irregular deiires, and irreligious reſolutions, looke 
one and the ſame way, which is to ſend her Husband, and his Brother Y3wzory to Hea- 
ven.aft er his wife La Precoverte,yea ſo reſalute are they in theſe their bloody intentions 
and delires, as they wiſh and pray for it with zeale, and deſire 1t with paſſton and im- 
patiency. And now their malice 1s growne fo reſolute, and their reſolution ſograce- 
lefle in the cont: mplation and concetving of this bloudy fact, as they bewray it each to 
other- M.ſſerina vowes to him that ſhee can reape no true content either in her lite or 
conſcience, before, of his lifter he make her his wife; Nor I replies Harcoart, before my 
brother Yi-zory be in Heaven, andI marry thee and be thy husband here in earth. When 
(asa bloudy Courtiſan and Strumpet) ſhee gives him many thankes and kiſles for thi 
his affection to her, and malice to his Brother Y7z4ory for her ſake 3 when (working up 
on the advantage of time, occaſion and opportumity) She tells him, that in her opinion, 
the ſhorteſt and fureſt way 15to diſpatch him by poylon. Harconrt diſlikes her judge- 
ment and plot, as holding itno way fate in taking away his brothers life,to entruſt and 
hazard his owne at the courteſie of a ſtranger (at which ſpeech of his, ſhe bluſheth and 
palleth as being conſcious and memorative of what ſhe had lately cauſed to be perpe- 
trated by T7voly) Therefore hee thinkes to acquaint and imploy his owne man Neellin 
this bloody buſinefle, and profereth him two hundred Crownes, and forty moreof 
yeerely penſion during his life, 1f hee will piſtol] his Brother Yi-zery to death as heis 
walkingin the fields. But Noe/ is too honeſt a man, and too good a Chriſtian to ſtabbe 
at the majeſty of God), in killing man his creature and Image, and ſo abſolutely denies 
his Maſter, and although he be a poore man, yet he rejects his offer, as reſolving never 
to purchaſe wealth, or preferment at {odeere arate, asthe price of innocent blood 3; 
whereat his Maſter bites his lip for diſcontent and anger. So conjures him to perpetu- 
all ſecrecie and filence of this propoſition and buſineſſe, which Noel! promiſeth, but 
{wearesnot 3 Hereupon Harcovrt to approach neerer to Sezs, Hee and Maſſerinaleave 
Nevwers, and very ſecretly by litle Journies (and the greateſt part by night) come to Me 
cox, and there his heart ſtrikesa bargaine with the Devill, and the Devill with his ſoule 
and reſolutions, to ride over hivſelic to Sczs, and there with his owne handso piſtol| 
his Brother Yimory to death in the fields, or if his Bullets \mifle him, then to finiſhand 
perpetrate it with his owne Sword. O wretched Gentleman, O execrable Brother, 
thus to make thy Hope and Charitie prove bankrupt to thy Soule, and thy Faith unto 
God ! | | 
But nothing will prevaile with Harcoxrt,to diſiwade him from this bloody buſineſle; 
Whereunto the damnable treacherie and malice of Maſſer ina 1mpetuouſly precipitates 
and haſtens him onwards, although it be againſt her owne Husband. So he leaves Maf]- 
cor,and in a diſguiſed beard,and poore ſute of apparell, comes to Saint Sizplician pur 
pofely leaving Sezs, a little on his left hand. Where waiting for his Brother Yimory, at 
the end ofa plealant wood of his, a hittle mile from his houſe where hee pe WA! 
accuſtome 
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much leſle to performe it without adiſpenfation fron 7 
lidentat Faris. They cauſe the Nuntio to bee dealt with about it, but hee peremptorily 
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xcenſtomed to walke alone by himſclfe ſolitarilyz Hee perſonating and acting the part 
of a poore b=gging Souldier , and counterfeiting his tongue as well ashis beard and 
apparel], with his hat 1n his hand (efpying his Brother) hee goes towards him with an 
humble reſolution, and requeſteth an Almes of him. Which Y3zzory ſeeing and hea- 
ring, hee in meere charity and compaſiion of him, becauſe hee ſaw him to be though a 

ore, y=t a proper ian, . and which 1s more, a Souldier, drawes forth his purſe and 
whiles hee lookes therein for ſome ſmall piece of filver * Harcoxrt (as a Diſciple of the 
Devill) very ſoftly drawes out his little piſtoll out of his left ſleeve (which he covered 
with his hat) and having charged it with two bullets, hee lets flieat him, and ſo ſhoots 
him in the trunck of his body , a little under the heart, of which two wounds he pre- 


kntly fell dead ro the ground, being as unfortunate jn his death, as his brother was mi- + 


ſerable and diabolicall in giving 1t him, for he only fetched two groanes, but had nei- 
ther the power or happineſle to ſpeake one word. And the Devill (in the cataſtrophie 
of this mournefull Tragedie ) was ſo ſtrong with Harcourt, as his malice towards his 
Brother 1/7wory, exceeded not onely malice but rage and fury itſelfe, for fearing hee 
wasnot yet dead, hee twice ran him t1orow the body with his ſword. When leaving 
his breathlefle body all goring 1n his hot reeking blood, hee with all poſſible celerity 
tkes his horſe (which he had tied { out of fight) to a tree not farre off) and ſo with all 
poſſible ſpeed gallops away to his now intended wife Maſſerinaat Maſcor,who triumphs 
with joy athis relation of this good newes,the which to her, yea to them both, is equal- 
ty plealing and delectable. But God will not permit that theſe wretched joyes and tri- 
umphes of theirs ſhall Jaſt long. j 
' This cruell murther of Monſieur Vimory is ſome two houres after knowne at his houſe 
and Pariſh of Saint Sizzpliciar, asalſoin the City of Sexs, and ſo diſperſed over all Bur- 
dy, and the murtherers narrowly {ought after, butin vaines Harcourt and Maſſerina 
meet with theſe reports at Maſzon,but yet they hold it diſcretion and ſafery,a ſmall time 
longer, to conceale themſelves ſecretly inthat Towne, and fo to ſuffer the heat of this 
newestO paſſ2 over, and bee blowne away. But at the end of two moneths, Harcourt 
(ktting a milk white face upon his bloody fact) arrives at Sexs, and from thence to his 
mannor houſe of Saint $7#7pliczar, which now by the death of his Brother Y3xzery, who 
died without iflue, wholly devolved and fell to him. Who having formerly plaid the 
Devill in murtheriny his ſaid brother, hee now as infernally playes the Hypocrite in 
mourning for his death, making ſo wonderfull an outward ſhew and demonſtration of 
forrow for the ſame, as he and all his ſervants being d1ghted in blackes. A moneth after 
hee ſends forhis good Siſterin Law Maſſeriva, who comes home to him, and they ſeeme 
foabſolutely ſtrange each to other, as if they had never ſeene one another duringall 
the long time of their abſence, & ſhe likewiſe ſeemes to drowne her ſclfe in her teares, 
and is likewiſe all in blacks for the death of her Husband; But God in his due time will 
pull off this their falſe mask, and detect and revenge both their horrible Sinnes of 
Adultery and Murther. Now as cloſe as they conceale this their diſhonourable-flight 
and departure, yet it diſcovered ang found out, and held ſo odious, ſo foule, toallche 
Gentlemen and Ladies their neighbours (who yet know nothing of their murthers) as 
they diſdaine to welcome them home, or ( which 1s lefle) to ſee them, which they both 
areinforced-with griefe to obſerve, as holding it-to be the refleCtion of their owne dif- 
grace and ſcandal}, the which henceforth to prevent, they within twomoneths after, 
end for their Ghoſtly fathers, as alſo for two Jeſuites, and the Vicar of their pariſh, 
and acquaint'themn with their deſires and reſolutions to marry: But theſe Ecclefiaſtiques 
affirme it to be direly oppolite tothe Rules and Canons of the holy CatholiqueRo- 
man Church, tor one Brother to matry the widdow of another, as alſo againſt the.writ= 


tenlaw of God 3 and therefore they ytterly ſeek both to perſwade'and difſwade them 


from it, as being wholly unlawtull; and ungodly; and ſo refuſe to Conſent thereto, 
rom the Pope; or his Naxtio now re- 


refuſeth 
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refuſeth it 3 But in favour of money, and ſtrong friends, within three meneths they 
procure it from Rome, and ſo they are ſpeedily married, now thinking, and withaji 
beleeving and triumphing, that this their nupriall knot, hath power to deface and re- 
deeme all their former Adulteries, and now wholly wiped offttheir diſgrace and ſcan- 
dall with the world. And therefore in their owne vaine and impiousconceits, are ſe. 
cure, and abound in wealth, delight, and pleaſure 3 But as yet they have not made their 
peace with God. 

Come wee therefore firſt to the detection and diſcovery of theſe their bloudy crimes 
of murther, and then to the condigne puniſhments which they received for the ſame: 
Whereof the manner briefly is thus. It is many times the pleaſure and providence of 
God, to puniſh one ſinne in and by another, yeaand ſometimes one finne for another, 
the which wee ſball now ſee apparent in this bloudy and helliſh Italian Mountebancke 
Tivoly, who repairing to the great Faire of Sens, and there beginning to profeſle his 
Empery to arich Goldſmiths wife of that City named Morſteur de Boys, he the third day 
ſtole a ſmall casket of Jewels and Rings from him out of a cupboard, (the lock where- 
of hee cunningly pickt, and ſhut againe ) valued ar foure thouſand Crownes, and the 
ſame night fled upon that robbery towards Maſcor, thinking there to put himſelfe on 
the River of Soaz, and ſo to ſip downe toLyons, and from thence over the Alps into 
Italy. De Boys makes a ſpeedy, and curious reſearch for his theefe, whom as yet hee 
could not find, or diſcover; When hearing of this Mountebanck Tivoly his ſuddaine de- 
parture and flight, hee takes him to bee his theefe, purſues him in perſon, and within 
foure leagues of Maſcon apprehends him, (having to that end brought two Provoſts 
(or Sheriffes) men with him in their Coats, with their piſtols at ſaddle bow, to afliſt 
him) De Boys finds many of the Jewels and Rings about T7voly, and divers others wan- 
ting, the which hee could never recover : So being brought back to Sexs, hee was firſl 
impriſoned,and then examined by the Sershol/ and the Procurer Fiſcall : When having 
neither cauſe, nor colour to deny this robbery of his, hee therefore freely confeſſed it, 
the devill {Jl affuring, or rather betraying his hopes,confidence,ind Judgement; That 
it is very poſſible, and he thinkes very probable and feaſeable to corrupt his Judges 
with ſome of the Jewels which hee had cloſely conceal 'd and hid abouthim 5 But, hee 
ſhall ſpeedily. ſee the contrary. | 

For they ſeeing this Italian Emperick (by his owne confeſſion) guilty of this great 
. and remarkable robbery, they condemne him to be hanged the very next day for the 
{ame. So having a Cordelier (or Gray) Fryer, ſent him that night to priſon to prepare 
his ſoule for Heaven ; Hee the next morning (according to his ſentence of condemnar 
tion) 13 brought to his execution - Where onthe Ladder, hee ( to free his Conſcience 
and ſoule)doth conſtantly and ſorrowfully confeſſe, that he had formerly poyſoned 
Madawmoyſelle La Precoverte,daughter to Monſieur de La V aquery of Trojes,and that hee was 
hired todoe it by the Lady Mſſerina,of whom at Poxeges bee received two hundred and 
fifty Crownes and a ſmall Saphir Ring to performe it, as alſo fifty Crownes more, 
which ſhe gave him for his charges from Nevers to Troyes, and ſo he diesin the conſtant 
confeſſion of this his foule and lamentable murder, and is hanged for his Robbery: and 
his body afterwards burnt for deſtroying and: poyſoning of this young Gentlewomas 
La Precoverte,whom many Gentlemen and Ladies there preſent well knew, and excee- 
dingly bewayled, for the goodneſle of her ſweet nature and pure beauty, asalſo forthe 
excellency of her honourable perfe&ions and religious vertues 3 And although the 
SpeQators of this wretch Tzvoly his death expefted ſome ſpeech from him;at the taking 
of hislaſt farewell of this world, yet (beſides his former confeſiion hee ſpake nothing, 
but mumbled out ſome few words to himſelfe, which were not underſtood ; Andthus 
hee lived wretchedly as hee dyed miſerably , giging no teſtimony of his contrition or 
{orrow to the World, or of any ſpark of griefe, or repentance,” towards God. 

Now before his body was fully conſumed to aſhes, This our Wretched and bloudy 
Gentlewoman Maſerina, together with her old Lover but new Husband Harcourt, = 
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(by order of the Judges of Sexs ) apprehended and taken priſonersin their own 
houſe of Saint Simplician, as they were walking and Kifling together, without 
nychought of danger, much lefle of death. They hereat looke each onother 
yith griefe and aſtoniſhment, eſpecially Mafſerina, who underſtanding (by 
ſome of thoſe that apprehend them. ') That it was the Italian Mountebanke Ty-_ 
vol, who ar his execution accuſed her, but not her Husband Harcourt for ha- 
ring and cauſing him to poyſon her Siſter La Preceverte, ſhee then ſees her (elfe 
obcea dead woman , and no hope left her inthe world of her life, but every 
way a firme aſſurance and confidence of her death z yet ſeeing T yvoly dead, ſhee 
refolves to ſtand upon her Juſtthication. Shee is all in teares at this her lamenta- 
ble diſaſter, curſeth the name and memory of Tyvoly for ruining her ,with him- 
{ife, and now, when it is too Jate ſhee blames her ſelfe of indiſcretion, fot 
neglecting, and not dealing effecually with Tivoly in priſon, to conceale this 
ter fact and name. As for her Husband Harcourt, hee (knowing himſelfe ab- 
flutely Innocent of this murther, hee grieves not for the death of his firſt wife 
LyPrecoverte , but now extreamely mourneth and lamente th to thinke of this 5 
of his ſecond wife Maſſerina, for live, hee feares ſhee cannot. He bids her yet 
tx of good comfort, and whiſpereth her ſecretly in her eare,that hee will g1ve 
al his eſtate and meanes to ſave herlife , orelſe that hee will dye with her : the 
thankes tim with a world of ſighes and teares, and rounds him as pri vatcly in his 
are with many deepe cathes and aſleverations, that her tongue ſhall never dare 
to ſpeake any one word or ſyllable to her Judges, which ſhall tend to the pre- 
judice of his reputation , ſafety orlife, and ſo they are by their apprehenders 
{parated 3 and then ſeverally conveyed to the priſon of Sens : Maſſerina is firſt 
umaigned by the Judges, where (according to her former reſolution ) ſhe (not 
yith teares , but with high words and ſpeeches) ſtands upon her Innocency and 
uſtification , they informe her how ſtrongly Tzvely at his death declared the 
dgiven him two huudred and fifty crownes, a Saphir Ring, and fitty crownes 
tore to pay his charges at Pygges, and how he ather inſtigation, and in favour 
of this her gold poyloned La Preceverte at her father Monſieur La Vaqueris houſe 
Troyes , Sheterimes Tivoly witch and devill, yea worſe then a thouſand devils. 
thus to accule her falſcly of this murther of her fiſter Precoverte , whereof ſhee 
1owesto God and the world, to Earth and Heaven, that ſhee is as Innocent as 
that damned Italian was guilty thereof 3 butthe Judges (notwithſtanding all 
heſe her great fumes and cracks ) doe preſently condemne her to the rack, 
he which as ſoone as ſhe ſaw and conſidered the ſharpe nature of thoſe exquiſite 
torments , then God was ſo mercifull to her ſoule by his grace, though ſhe was 
not ſo heretofore to her body by the perpetration of her foule ſfinnes, thatſhe 
yould not permit her tender dainty limbes to be expoſed tothe miſery of thoſe 
que]] tortures, but then and there confeſleth her ſclfe to be the author of poyſo- 
ning La Precoverte her Siſter, as _ was the aqor thereof, when be- 
ng here by her Judges farther demanded whether her laſt Husband Harcourt 
were not likewiſe acceſlary with her in poyſoning of his firſt wife LaPrecoverte, 
he with much aſſurance and conſtancy cleeres him hereof, and is ſo kinde 
ind Joving to him, as ſhe ſpeakes not a word to them, ofhis piſtolling to death 
Of her firſt Husband his Brother YViwory - So for this her foule and bloudy fact of 
bers ſhe is condemned to be hanged the next morning , and for that night again 
rturned to priſon , where ſhe and her forrowfull Husband, make great ſuit 
©the Judges that they may for a ſhort time ſee and ſpeake one with the other, 
but it will got bee granted them : When Harcourt being as confident of his 
One life, as hee was of his wifes death, makes ſecret proffer (by ſome 
iends of his ) to the Judges of all his lands and demaynes to 1: vw 
WIICs 
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wife , but they ( reſembling themſelves ) doe ſo much feare God - and 
reverence- and honour the ſacred Name of Juſtice, as they are deafe to his re 

veſts. | | 

. The next morning ( according to her ſentence) ſhe 1s brought to the Place f 

of her execution, but (ather earneſt and importunate requeſt) ſoearly , thi; 4 

very few people were preſent at herdeath , where being aſcended the Ladder Ni 

ſhee there againe curſed the name, and execrated the memory of that wretcheq 

Villaine Tively, and wiſhed much proſperity and happineſle to her Husband q 

Harcourt, when turning her eye about, and ſeeing a Coſen Germaine ofhis t 

there preſent named Morſrerr de Pierpont, (hee cals him to her, and is ſo vaineq | 

this laſt period ( as1t were)of her life, asſhe takes off her glove and bracelet from 

her right hand and arme, and prayeshim todeliver it to his Coſin and her Hys 

band Harcourt , and to aſſure him from her that ſhe died, his molt loving and |} ; 

conſtant wife, which Moxſtenr Pierponte faithfully promiſed herto performe, they ÞÞ } 

a Subordinate officer of Juſtice being there to ſee her dye, tells her that he was I | 

now commanded by the Judges his Superiours, to tell her, that ſhe being now 

\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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to leave earth,and ſoready to aſcend into heaven , they prayed her in th= name 
& feare of God to declare to all thoſe who were preſent,if her Husband Harcoyrt, 
yea orno, hadany hand, or were knowing or acceflary , with her in the poy: 
ſoning of his firſt wite Lu Precoverte , and that ſhe ſhould doe piouſly and Chri. 
ſtianly todiſcover the truth thereof, which would undoubtedly tend toGod, 
glory, and the ſalvation of her owne foule : When ſhee folemn<ly vowedts 
him and to all the people, that her Husband Harcourt never knew, noriy 
thought, word, or deed, was any way acceſlary knowing or con lenting with 
her or Tivoly, 1n poyloning of his wife , and this which ſhee now ſpake wasthe 
pure truth, as ſhee hoped for Heaven 3 And now after a fey teares, thee moſt 
vainely 2nd idlely fel] prayſing and commending of him, eſpecially how tender 
ly and deerely hee loved her 5 with other ridiculous and impertinent ſpeeches 
tending that way, which I hold (every way ) unworthy of my mention and 
repetition ( but had not the grace , either to looke up to Heaven, or to God 
with repentance, or the goodneſle to Jooke downe into her owne heart, con- 
ſcience or ſoule , with, contrition and ſorrow for all thule her foule Adulteries 
and Murthers 3 Neither to pray to God for her ſelfe, or to requeſt thoſe who 
were preſent to pray to God for her 3 And ſo ſhee was turned over, all won- 
dring and. grieving at her bloody crime , and theretore ſome few lamenting 
or ſorrowing for this her infamous death : But ſhee there ſpeakes not a word, 
or the ſhadow ofa word , either of her Husband Harcoxrts piſtolling to death 


of his Brother her firſt Husband Yimory, or of her knowledge thereof or con- 
ſent thereunto. 

Now though Harcourt ſeemed outwardly very ſorrowfull for this ſhamefull I} | 
death of his wife Maſerina, yet hee 15inwardly exceeding Joyfull, thather' || | 
filence at her death, of murthering his Brother Yiwory , hath preſerved his || | 
life with bis reputation, and his reputation with his life 5 Whereupon being | | 
the ſame day freed and acquitted by the Judges of Sexs 3; both of his pretended || 
crime, as alſo ofhisimpriſonment 3 Heecompoſing his countenance equal- | 
ly betwixt joy :-nd ſorrow , returnesto his houſe of Sin! Simplician, where now 
thinking himſelfe abſolutely diſcharged and cleered of all theſe his former A- 
dulteries, as alſo or his late cruell murthering of his Brother ; Hee within two 
(orat moſt within three moneths after his wife Maſſerinaes Execution caſts off | 
his mourning apparell, ( which hee wore for herdeath)) and neither thinking | 
| ofhis foule or his conſcience, or of Heaven or hell, hee flantes and froliques it | 
out in/brave apparell, and becauſe hee is now fortunately arrived to bee chiefe 
2h Lord 
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Lord and maſter of a great eſtate both in Lands and money,therefore he thiakes 
itnot his pride, but his glory, and not his vanity but his generoſity todight and 
uthimſelfenowinto far richer apparell thenever formerly he had done, where- 
of all the Gentlemen his neighbours,yea, 411 the City of Sexr, (with no little won= 
der) tooke eſpeciall notice thereof 3 Yea heis fo far fromonce dreaming or 
thinking either of his murthering of his Brother Y4»ory, or of the deplorable and 
untimely ends of his two wives ,as with much vanity, and with farre more haſte 
then diſcretion or conſideration, he now ſpeedily reſolves totakeand marry a 
third. But his hopes will deceive him , becauſe God 1n his ſacred Juſtice and 

[udgements will deceive his hopes. 
For, when |»e thinkes himſelfe ſecure and ſafe, not onely from the danger, 
but likewiſe from the ſufpition of any fatall or difaſterous accident which 
an poſſibly befall him 3 then, the triumphant power of Gods xevenge will 
both ſuddenly and ſoundly ſurpriſe him. His honeſt man Noef/; (with an 
obſervant eye, and a Conſcionable, and ſorrowfull heart) hath heard of 4 
Pecevertes poyſoning, and of Yimories piſtolling to death, and hath likewiſe 
kene the hanging both of Tivoly, and of his laſt Miſtris Meſf6rea.In all 
which ſeverall accidents, as one way hee wondereth at the malice of Satan - 
another way hee cannot but infinitely admire and applaud the juſt judge- 
nents of the Lord : Hee likewiſe knowes what his Maſter Harcox-+is to him 
and hee to his Maſter, and in time of his ſervice and attendance under 
tin, what diff-rent and ſeverall paſſages of bufineſſe and ſecrets have paſt 
betweene them : Hee hath remarked farre more vices then vertues in his 
Maſter, whereat hee much grieveth, but hee was infinitely more enforced 
then defirous either to ſee or know them, and this againe doth exceedingly 
rjoyce him + Hee well knowes that fidelity'is the glory of a ſervant, and yer 
tis acontinuall ſenſible griefe to his heart , and vexation to his foule, toſee 
tht his Maſter ſerves God no better : Hee doth not defire tu know things 

( which concerne his ſaid Maſter) wheregf hee is ignorant, but doth wi 
ad pray to God that hee were ignorant of many things which hee knowes, and 
ofmore which hee feares 3 and being very often perplexed in his minde with 
the reluQation of theſe different cauſes, and their as different effefts. Hee 
anmot but in the end fatisfie himſelfe with this reſolution : That as Har- 
rt is his Earthly Maſter, ſo God is his Heavenly Maſter 3 But here betides 
n unexpeted and unwiſhed Accident to this Noel; which will ſpeedity 
ty of what temper and mettall both himſelfe, his heart, his conſcience and 
tis oule is made, and what infinite diſparity there is betrwixt Earth and Hew- 
Yen. ; | 1 
By the pleaſure and viſitation of God : Hee is ſuddenly taken' extreame 
icke of a peſtilent Feaver, but notin his Maſter Hercoxrts houſe, 'bue in his 
ome Fathets houſe, who dwelt ſome foure leagues thence at a-parifh cal- 
led $4int Lazare, and his Phylition yeelding him a dead man, hee as a religi- 
os Roman Catholick, takes the extreame Union, and then prepares him- 
ſelfe to dye : But hee is ſo morall, and ſo good a Chriſtian, as (the premt- 
ſes conſidered) hee reſolves to carry his confcience pute, and his Soule white 
and unſpotted to Heaven. Hee' prayes his Father therefore, that hee will 
Ipeedily ride to Sens { in whoſe Furiſdiftion Saint Lazage was) and to pray 
two of the three Judges to come over to him, for that hee hath'a great Se- 
cret to reveale them now on his death bed, which conduceth to the glory 
of God, the ſervice of the King,' and the good of his owne ſoule. His Father 
Kcordingly rides to Sexs, . and brings two of thoſe Judges ſpeedily with him 
tO his Sonnes bed fide, to whom (11 preſence of three or foure a of his 
| at:1ers 


Gear Revenge againſt Murther. Booke1V, 


Fathers neighbours ) hee very ficke in body, but perfectly ſound in minde 
tells: him, that his Maſter Harcours would ( heretofore.) have had him pi. 
{toll -his Brother Yimory to death , and proferred him two hundred Crowne, 
in: mony,/ and forty Crownes Annuity during his life to performe it, but hee 
refuſed it, and knowing the ſaid Moxnſfeur De Vimory to bee ſince myr- 
thered by. a piſtol], he therefore verily beleeves, that it 1s either his ſaid 
Maſter, or ſome other for him ; whichis guilty of that lamentable murther, 
the true deteftion whereof( he ſayes) he leavesto God and to them, and within 
halfe an houre after, (yea before they were departed his Fathers houſe ) this 
Noel dies. | 


[IE 


of: his Brothet, they the ſecond time adudgen him to the racke, where-: 


Ld 


.;;$0 the next Gays Cat the houre and placy appointed) hee 1s brought to 
his execution; where..a mighty concourſe of peaple both of Ser and the 
adjacent. Country flock to ſee this monſter of nature take his laſt farwell 
of ithis : world : Being mounted on the Scaffold, in a Tawny Sattin ſute 
with a gold edge : Hee confeſlkth himſelfe guilty of murthering his Bro- 
ther Yymory; and yet the grieves farre more for the death of his Jaſt wife Ma 
ferina, then. hee doth for that of his firſt, La Precoverte ; Hee demands for- 
oiveneſle of God,and the world for this his foule crime of Fratricide,and prayes 
all who are there preſent to pray to Almighty God for the ſalvation of his 
ſoule, and that they become more charitable and religious, and lefle bloudy 
and prophane by his, example, : So. commending his ſoule unto God, his 
body to the Earth from whence it came, and marking himſelfe three or foure 
times with the ſigne of the Croſle, hee willingly ſuffers the Executioner to 
. faſten his Legges and Armes upon the Wheele, the which as 2 _- 
— reakes 
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breakes with his iron barre untill he have ſeized upon death,and death on him. 
And thus was the wretched lives, and miſerable, an1 yet deſerved deaths 

of theſe our cruell and inhumane, gracele(ſe Martherers, and in this manner 

did the Triumphs of Gods Revenge juſtly ſurprize themto their 
ſhame, and cut them off to their Confuſion : May we reade 

id this Hiſtory to Gods glory, and as often medi- 

Tr, tate thereon to our owne particular 

Eh reformation and inſtruction. 
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Romeo (the Laquay of Borlary ) kils Radegonda., the Chamber- maid of the Lady Feliſanna 
in the ſtreet , andis hanged for theſame; Borlary afterwards hireth Caſtruchio (an Apo- 
thecary,) to poyjon her husband Seignior,Planeze, forthe which Caſtruchio is hanged, and 
his body throwne into the River, and Borlat y is beheaded, and then burnt. | 


a T is a thouſand oriefes, and pities, to ſee Chriſtians who 

___are honoured with that glorious title and 'appellation, 

{ſhould ſo wilfully and wretchedly loſe it, - by 'imbrewing 

. their guilty kin inthe innocent bloud' of - their Chri- 

tian Brethren, | and theteby to bereave our ſelves of that 

LSD rich orhament, and meſtimable Tewell; which God'C in 

Sy, his Sonne,Chr7]F 7g”) hath lent us for the planting of ' our 

DJ Faith ;\ and given us for the extirpation of our' propha- 
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EAT... .pefle, and wot out of our Impiety. Bar this is the ſab- 
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and death of murtherers, doth fortifie the Charity, and foment and confirme the 

| Innocency of the living. Therefore ( for that Reaſon, and to this end ) 1 hy, 
purpoſely given this next Hiſtory a place in my Booke, wherein wee ſhall (;, 
Choller, Malice, and Revenge, toaCt many deplorable and bloudy parts ; [+ i 
reade it with a zealous feare and a Chriſtian fortitude, and fo we ſhall aſſuredly ht. 
ms foule and crying Sinne in others, and religiouſſy, and conſtantly avoid it in oy; 
elves. 


HE foundation ofthis Hiſtory , is laid in the faire and famous City gf 
Verons, (antiently a great Colony of the Romans, fince a free eſtate gf 
itſelfe, butnow dependant and ſubiect to the Eſtate and Seignory 9 
Venice ) wherein their lately dwelt an old Gentleman being a widdoyer, 
- _ andoneofthechiefeſt and nobleſt families of that City, named Scigaig 
Fabritins Miniata, who was rich in lands, but pn_ wealthy in mony, ( wheregf 
hee had put a great and remarkeable Summe in the banke of Yexice ) hehad one ond 
Childe, a daughter of ſome eighteene yeeres of age, named Dona Feliſann.:, who was 
wonderfull faire, and a moſt lovely ſweet Creature, tall and {lenderof ftature, 9: 
yellow golden haire, and ſanguine damaske Roſe Complexion 3 Now as her beaut 
wasevery way anſwerable to her birth and extraQion, noleſle were her {ingular ver- 
tues and ſweet perfeCtions to her beauty, aad as wealth, beauty, and vertue concurring 
and meeting together,are three powerfull luges & attraftive Adamants to draw thede- 
lires & affettions of many noble gentlemen to ſeek her in marriagezSo two of her chick: 
Suitorsand who chiefely flattered their hopes to intoy this ſweet and pretious [ewellof 
nature,and who ſtood in beſt poſſibility to beare away her affection and her (clte, was 
Serenior Thomas Planeze, a brave young Gentleman of the neighbour City of Mantozy, 
of a ſweet preſence,and proper comely teature,of ſome twenty five yeeres old,not very 
rich, yet endued with competent meanes to maintaine } imſclfe like himſelfe, but infi- 
nitely well bred, and adorned and honoured with all thoſe generous parts and endoy- 
ments which are requiſite*to mak the gallants of our times compleat, and the other 
Seignior Inan de Borlari, a very rich Gentleman of the ſame City of Yeroza,a proper man 
of countenance, but of perſonage ſomewhat crooke backed, and much Camber-lepged, 
and drawing towards forty yeeres of age; but of education, conditions and: quali- 
ties ſo ignorant and incivill, as hee ſeemed to be rather a Citizen than a Gentleman, 
or indeed, more a clowne than a Citizen, and yet otherwiſe of metall and courage 
enough : And that wee may the more apparantly ſee, and perfectly know, upon what 
terimes they both ſtand, as well in the opinion of the Father, as the affection: of the 
Daughter; Minzata is infinitely deſirous of Byrlari for his ſonne in law, but not of 
Flaweze ;, and Felifanna is exceedingly affefted to take Plareze for her Husband, but 
not 'Borlari; which they both perceiving, whiles Borlari intends to ſeeke the aftedtion 
and conſent of the Father before that of the Daughter 3 Planeze ſhapes a contrary 
courſe, reſolves to ſeeke and preferre that of the Daughter before the Fatherz 
the regard of Borlari his wealth, and of Plenezes poverty with covetous Miniatalike 2 
furious ſtreame,, or. impetuous Torrent, beares downe all other regards and confidera- 
tiems before it. But the confideraticn and reſpeC& of Borlari his deformed periongs 
andthen that of Plazezes fiyect feature and deportment with amorous Feliſana,as a 
cipits charme;} and heart-raviſhing extaſie, ſweeps away all other regards and reſpeQs 
whatſoever. The Father bids Borlarito be couragious and cheerefull, and then he ſhall 
notcfaile to have. his daughter for his wife;But the daughter wills Plazeze to be diſcreet 


avd conſtant, and then ſhe will not faile to take him for her hiusband 3 Min;ata to w_ 
| | « his 
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his love to Borlary, forbids Plareze his houſe, and the company of his daughter 3 Fe- 
lilams to reveale her deere and fervent affe&tion to Planeze,aflureth him hee ſhalt often 
enjoy both her ſight and company, but confidently if not peremptorily, prohibits Boy- 
[ariro approach her preſence. Thus whiles Borlari often frequenteth and converſeth 
with the Father publikely, no lefſe, or indeed farre oftner doth Planeze privately, and 
whiles the firſt hath more cauſe to deſpaire, than reaſon to hope of her atfeftionand 
corſerit to be his wife : the ſecond hath all the reaſons and cauſes ofthe world, not one- 
yto hope but to aſſure himſelfe thereof; But the patience of a little time, will ſhortly 
reſolve our curiofity, whereunto theſe different affeQions will tend,and what the event 
and iſſue will he of theſe their oppoſite intentions and reſolutions. Bs - 
But becauſe the ambitionand wiſdome of Byrlary will'make it conſpicuous and ap- 
rant to his Miſtris, That there is as much difference betwixt him,and Plaxeze.as there 
pbetweene herſelfe,and her Chamber-maid Radegondaz Hee therefore ſeeing that hee 
cannot hitherto gaine her by the perſwaſion of her father, ' nowhopes and attempts it 
this her maids ſolicitation , - as holding her to be a fit inſtrumentfor the compaſſing 
ofhisdeſires,and a proper Agent for the perfeCting and crowning of his wiſhes, becauſe 
his beſt genius and intelligence informe kin that ſhee hath a great power and bearesa 
great ſtroke and ſway with her Miſtres-But we ſhall ſhortly ſee, and he too ſoone finde 
thecontrary, and that thefe his ill grounded hopes and undervalewing attempt of his, 
mill both deceive his ambition,and betray his wiſdome and judgement. Now to gaine 
tis her chambermaide Radegonda to his will, that thereby with the more facility and 
deerefulneſſe,ſhe may obtaine him her Miſtres, her favour and affection : Hee bribes 
ber with filver and Gold, and :nany other gifts, if not too coſtly for his giving, yetTI am 
ſure too rich for her receiving, and in requitall thereofſhe with her tongue promiſeth 
tim her beſt power and afliſtance towards her Miſtris,but in her heart intends the con- 
tary, which is directed to betray him; He ſends likewiſe by her to his love, and her Mi- 
ns divers curious rich preſents and two Letters, and prayes her to take time at advan- 


| tge,and {o todeliver themto her from him, the which likewiſe ſhee faithfully promi- 


kth,but yet intends nothing leſle, ſo ſhe holds it rather a vertue than a vice, to keepe 
theſe preſents for her ſelfe, and to give the letters to his Corrivall Plaxeze, to whom( by 
lolemne oath ) ſhe had formerly ingaged her beſt art and power, and her chiefeſt afſi- 
tance. Which policy,or rather which fallacy of hers,is not ſo ſecretly borne betwixt Pla- 
we and herſelfe,but Borlari (by ſome ſiniſter accidentall meanes) hath perfect notice 
hereof, which he takes ſo unkindely at Radegondaes hands,as(confulting more with paſ- 
fonthen reaſon) his heart is ſo inflamed with Choll--r, and hrs refolution with revenge 
againſt her, that (1mpatient of all delayes ) he ſends for her one afternoone to meet him. 
athe Amphitheatre, and from thence goes with her to the next ſtreet to a friends 
houſe of his, where aſcending a chamber and bolting the doore within fide to him, hee 
(withcholler and threats ) chargeth her with this her ingratefull infidelity and trea- 
chery-towards him ; when drawing alt the truth from her; by making herſelfe a 
witneſſe againſt her ſelfe, as well of the delivery of his letters toPlaneze, as alſo of kee- 
ping her preſents for herſelfe,and that her Miſtris and he ate ſolemnly contracted cack 
tocther: Hee therein meere revenge to her, and in malice and diſdaine to her Miſtris, 
puboffher head attire,and very baſely & violently cuts away all her hayre,and throwes 
tintothe fire,notwithſtanding that Kadegonrda firlt fell on her knees, and with infinite 
teares and prayers beſcught him to the contrary:But as he hath made it an at of his re- 
Venge to Radegorda, and of his diſdaine to her lady, hisunkinde miſtris Feliſarna, ſo hee 
nowlikewiſe reſolves to make it one of his juftifications to the world, Poore Aade- 
$onda 15 fall in teares and choller at this her diſgracefull accident received of Borlari, 
andno lefſe, but rather farre more is her young Lady and Milſtris Fel;ſarma; the griefe 
of the one ingendring the choller of the other, yea this ignoble and malicious 
fatof his doth ſo deepely ſticke in her heart and mind, and ſo extreamely exaſpe- 
nteth her againſt him, as ſhe makes her lover Planeze acquainted therewith, —_ 
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withſtanding her fathers prohibition) was then diſcended his Coach and aſcended the 
_ - Parfortovilit her. Planeze wondreth and grieves at this incivill and baſe indignitygf 
Borlari tawards Radegonds, which hee every wayes ſees can no way but reflect on the 
other part of himſclfe Feliſarma,and ſo conſequently on himſelfe : When (being in her 
preſence)the paſſions of hisaffeftion, and the fumes of his revenge ſo farre eclipſe and 
tranſport his judgement, as he freely profereth her his ſword, and ſelfe, to right R. 
goudges wrong on the perſon and life of Borlarz, the which courteſie and noble affedio, 
and reſpett of his, Fekſanna takes moſt lovingly and kindely of him, but yetloves him 
tenderly and dearely,that by no meanes ſhe wil permit him toingage,much leſle to hz. 
zard himſelte in this triviall quarrell; which being (as ſhee affirmed) more feminine 
ther maſculine, did therefore more properly belong to her owne deciding and 
__ » the which (in that regard) ſhe prayed him wholly to leave and referrets 
hetſelfe. x 

- -Bdrlari(by ſome of Miniatzes domeſtique ſervants, whom in favour of mony he hath 
made to be his friendly Spiesand intelligencers) heares hereof, and eſpecially takesne- 
tice of Plarexer farwardnesto fight with him tor the quarrell of a poore chamber-maid, 
fo ſecing that he could hope for nothing but for deſpaire in his afteQion from Feliſana, 
hetakes this ſo.1]l from Plazeze,)whoalthough he be his rivall and competitor, yeths. 
ing ina manner but a ſtranger to him ) that he cannot, he will not be outbraved bythi 
Maztoveſſe in any point of courage or valour,and therefore to prevent his inſalting ind 
daring Generoſity, and togive him a touch and taſte of his owne:He the next morning 
by bis laquey Kaxco ſends. him this challenge. | = 


BorrarRY toOPLANEZE., 


ſweet beanty and wertues are by farre more deare and pretions to mee then my life, but tha 
*-(with much ofterttation and malice) thou likewiſe makeſt it thy Trophees and Glorie, to; 
her the ſacrifice of my death,enely for the triviall reſpeF of her Chamber maids haire 5 Ther 
becanſe thow makeſt ſo ſmall an eſteeme of my life ; My reputation invites, and mine honour om 
cures ave to ſee what care thou wilt have for the defence and preſervation of thine owne.T0 which 
end, I pray thee to meet mee to morrow ( betwixt five and ſixe of the clocke in the afternom) 
with thy ſingle Kapier without ſeconds,in the firſt meadow without the Vinſenſa gate of this 
ty where } will attend thy arrivall, with mmch zeale and impaticncy, Thou art Noble enonghto 
bee ſo generons,and 7 generous enough to try if thou wilt appeare,and approve thy ſelfe ſs Nobh: 


I's regard thau couldeſt not content thy ſelfe t0 bereave me of the Lady Feliſanna, why; 


BORLARY. 


TheLady Feliſae well knowing Romeo to bee Borlart his laquey,and ſeeing himde- 
liver a letter to her lover Planeze,which ſhe feareth to be ſome challenge,ſhe thereat(a- 
dorning and beautifying herlilly cheekes with a Roſeat bluſh ) prayes him to tell hex 
what Borlary his letter contained 3 When(his owne honour getting the ſupremacy of tus 
affection towards her)he tels her, that Borlaritherein onely requeſted him, to meet um 
the next day in the Domo ( which is the Cathedrall Church of that City dedicatedw 
Saint Athanaſizs)the which he is now going to grant him in hisanſwer.Bat Felſawna; fiill 
zealous and fearetull)prayes him to ſhew her Fol two letters,which he pleaſantly puts 
off with ſome kiſles,and yet her bloud and heart ſo freezeth within her with feare,asſhe 
uſeth the beſt power of her art,and the chijefeſt Art of ber affection, to coniure him not 
tofall out,muchlefſe to fight with Zorlery at their meeting in the Church. Planexe tels ber 
he is too irreligiousto be foprophane,to difdaine and pollute that facred place with the 
effuſion of Chriſtian-bloud, becauſe it is the temple of prayer, the houſe of God, and 
therefore every way fitter for a peacefullattonement and reconciliation,then for 2 con- 
tentious quarrell,now (as the malice of men is finite, but of women infinite } _—__ 
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keing her Planeze going to write his letter, revenge and choller being then extrava- 
gantly predominant in her lookesand reſolutions, ſhe haſtily ſteps downe into a cham- 
-- next to the garden, where ſhe ſends for Borlaries laquey Romeo, and cauſcth three of 
her groomes(whom ſhe had purpoſcly placed there by force and violence to cut off his 
righteare 5 which they preſently doe, notwithſtanding that he uſed a thoufand intrea- 
ties and prayers to her todivert her from this her unworthy and malicious fact,and then 
haſtily departing from him,ſhe ſpake this to him + Tell thy Maſter Borlarz, that I have 
cauſed thine eare to be cut off}, torequite the affront and diſgrace which he offered me 
incutting off my chambermaid Radegowdacc haire. .. oy gen | 

:| Planeze having ſecretly to himſelfe read Bor/ari his challenge: Hee thinkes ſo honou- 
rably of himſelfe,and fodiſgracefully of him,as he not a l:ttle wondereth to ſee, that he 
hath the courage to write to.him, muchleſſe the reſolutionto fight with him: 3 When 
grieving that he cannot now have the fehicity and honour to make tryall of his yaloutr 
tohimſelfe, and affection to his miſtris upon a more generous ſpirit, and nobler perſo- 
nagethen Borlar;,he accepts his challenge;and in this anſwer promiſeth himtomeet him 
and performe it, the which he honourably conceales from Feliſaznass teare and itealou- 
fe,and ſo ſealing up his letter, he goes downe to deliver it to Borlary his Laquey, and re- 
folyesto diſpeed and haſten his returne, , but contrary to his expectation hee findes this 
lquey Romeo bitterly ſtorming and weepingzand ſodemanding the cauſe thereof, hee 
then and there by a Gentleman his ſervant, 1s firſt informed of the Laqueys diſgrace, 
and of the manner thereof as we have underſtood); Planeze is wonderfully grieved at this 
diſaſterous accident, but love preſcribes ſo powerfull a law to his diſcretion, as he is in- 
forced to beare up with the time and ſo to diſſembleit, and when in the language of a 
vitory and a triumph Feliſarrzacquaints him therewith ; he holds it diſcretion,rather 

towinke atit,and diſſemble it with ſilence, then-to remember it with choller or:repre- 


| henfion towards her 3 So he to acquithis ignorance, reputation and honour herein to- 


wards Borlarz, cals his laquey againe,and vowes and proteſteth to him,as he is a Gentle- 
wanthathee isfree from being any way knowing or acceſlary to this his diſgrace 
and diſaſter, and bids him to affure his Maſter from him, that hee is every way Inno- 
cent hereof,the which he would have fignificd to him in writing, but that his letter was 
ſealed before he knew it, and ſo giving him ſome crownesto waſh downe. his angeriandl 
forrow.,he then takes leave of him. | : | 2331s! 1; <7 [en 
Romeo fayes little but thinkes the more, and. as hee diſdaineth: to bewray: any 
appearance of griefe hereat, fo hee cannot cloake that of his choller, nor. over- 
vaile or ſmother that of revenge, in their fatall-effe&s, which time will too ſoone 
roduce, : ; 23 frat, 
: Romeo 1n greathaſte and more choller,arrives to his maſter Borlarjes preſence, . gives 
him Planezes letter,who very ſpeedily and haſtily breaking up the ſeales thereof findes 
therein theſe lines. : | ; 


PLANEZE to BORLARY, 


Achwowledge it to be rather thy misfortune then my merits that induceth the faire and war- 
tuous Lady Feliſanna to give her affefFion to mee,, and not #0 thy ſelfe, the which as arich 
treaſure, andpretions Iewell F doe not onely eftceme equall to my life, but a thouſand degrees 
dove it, and therefore it was with muclt affeFion and zeale to her, and with no oſtentation or 
malice to thy ſelfe.that I tendred her ney beſt ſervice, to right her of the ignoble wrong which thaw 
didſt offer to her Chamber-maid Radegonde. 711 whichregard, becauſe thou purpoſely giveſt a 
ſtniſter conſtruTion to my intent therein, and art ſo ambitiouſly reſolute to hazard thy honour 
andlife in hope of the loſſe of mime, I doe therefore freely and cheerefullly accept of thy challenge, 
end my impatience and zeale fhall anticipate thine before I perforwe it, wherein if my Rapier 


give not the lie to my bloud, my mis fortune to my Rapier, thou ſhalt finde mee enough noble ana 


Iiſanna s 


generons to attempt this ducll for thy ſake, and to finiſh thoſe of greater danger for the Lady Fe- 
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lifannas ſake». who I freely profeſſe is the Exrpreſſe of my effeSionr, and till death ſhall bee th 
Dneene Hepent of my deſires and wiſhes. 
PLANEZE, 


Bo:Liri hathno- ſooner peruſed and oreread this letter of Planeze, but finding his 
challenge accepted, he is exceeding glad and ioyfull thereof, as if his glory conſiſted 
in his ſhame, and his ſafety in his danger : Then his laquey Romeo acquaints him with 
his diſgrace acted,faith he,wholly by Doza Feliſanna,and ho way as he vowes and thinks 
by the conſent or knowledge of Plaxeze, and ſo relates all that he and ſhe charged him 
to report unto him : The which Bo#larshearing' and underſtanding, hee extreamely 
ſtormes to ſee his owne affront and diſgrace, offered and brought home unto him 
in that of his L.aquey : When having other affaires and buſineſſe in his head, he con- 
tents himſelfe for that time togive him ſome gold, thereby the ſooner to make him for: 
get the loſle of - his eare, which his lockes better then his lookes could now overvail 
and cover. | | ET | 
-.. Theſe twoinconfiderate Gentlemen, ( being infinitely more ambitious to preſerve 
their honours then their lives, and more carefull of their reputations towards the foo- 
liſh people of theworld,then of their ſoules towards God)are now fitting of their Ra- 
piers and Chirurgions, :to diſpatch this their raſh enterpriſe and irreligious buſineſſe, 
and'it is not the leaſt part of Plarezes diſcretion and care to play the Mercury, and now 
to blinde the Argzs eyes of Feliſannaes feare and vigilancy, and -how to ſee a beginning 
andend to this duell, with his generoſity and fame,that he be no way diſturbed or pre 
vented by her inthe performance thergof : The prefixed houre being come, Bork 
(with hisChirurgeon ) as Challenger, comes firſt intothe field, I meane into the mea- 
dow, the deſigned place and theatre where they intend to aCt this their bloudy Trage- 
dy, and he hath not ſtayed halfe a quarter of an houre, but Plazeze the Challengedar- 
rives there likewiſe with his Chirargion - When their malice is ſo: furious, ard their 
courages ſo inflamed each againſt other, as - paſſing over their ſaluting ceremoniez 


| withouta ceremony, they'putting themſelves into their ſhirts,doe both of them dray, 


and ſoapproach each other. At their firſt comming up, Plareze runnes Borlari through 
the left thigh,and Bor/ary him in the right ſhoulder, and the ſight of their ſcarlet bloud 
upon their white ſhirts doth rather revive than quench their courages : At their ſecond 
meeting, Borlaryrunnes Plaxeze into the right arme of alarge'and deepe wound, and 
Planeze dies notin debt for it, but requites it with a dangeruus one in the ſmall of his 
belly, which went neere to prove morrtall, for it fercht much bloud from him, made 
him to beginne to faint and ſtagger, ſo being both of them well neere out of breath, 


\ theymakea ſtand to breath and take the benefit of the aire, but their hearts and ani- 


moſity are fo great as they will not as yet defiſt or leave off, but now begin afreſh tore 
double their blowes and courages, and here they traverſe their ground togaine the ad- 
vantage of the Sunne - with farre more adviſement and diſcretion then before. Now at 
this their third comming up,Borlari preſents Plaxezea furious thruſt, but he very aGtive- 
ly and nimbly wards it off him, and in exchange runnes Borlari into the necke, a little 
wide of his throat bole: whereat Plarcze inſtantly cloling with him, hee fairely attemp- 
ted to-whip up his heeles, but that Borlarz his ſtrength prevented Planezes agility :when 
each having the other by the collar of their ſhirts with one hand,& their rapiers inthe 
other, as they are \{triving and ſtrugling together, God (more out of his gracious good- 
neſſeand mercy then of their deſires and wiſhes) is pleaſed that neither of them ſhall 
for this time dye. . For the Earle of Lxcerne riding poaſt ( with three Gentlemen in his 
company)from Yenice towards Twrin,chanced toeſpie and ſee them in the meadow, al- 
moſt all cofered over with ſweat, bloud, and 4ukt when hee and they leaping from 
their Horſes, he very honourably and charitably runnes tothemand parts them 3 offe- 
ring them his beſt power and a pretty parcell of his time;to end and ſhut up their diffe- 
rences In a friendly attonement and reconciliation, but ſo invetetate and [trong(by = 
time 
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medi ther malice cach toother, as hefound it no way feaſeable but impoflible to ef- 


&&it:$o this brave and honourable Earle contents him{elfe; to reconduCtand ſee them 


afeintothe City,where privately leaving them totheir future fortunes heagaine takes 
horſe and away.Our two Duelliſts having txrſt thanked him for hisnoble Courtefie to- 
wardsthem, butotherwiſe they are exceedingly grieved to {ce the victory puld out of 
their hands, for the vanity and impiety of either of themAlattered and bounded their 
swith no lefle ambition and felicity, then each their owne life, and either ofthem 
thedeath of his adverſary. But as they are gratefull to the Earle of Lacern; for this his 
honourable courtefie towards themz yettheyareſoirreligious as they looke not up to 
heaven,nor once havethe grace to thinke on God, much lefle to thanke his divine Ma- 
iefty,for now lo mercifully and ſo gratioully withdrawing them as it were from out the 
very tawes of death 3 but {till they retaine their malice and cheriſhand foment their re- 
zenge each to other, eſpecially Borlary to Planeze,for it is a Continuall private griefe and 
aſecret Corralive to his content and minde, to ſee that hes inforced to weare the wil- 
low Garland, and that Plereze muſk beare away his faire and beautifull Miſtris Feliſax- 
«from him : But wee will for a little time, leave them to their thoughts, and their 
thoughts to God, and ſo againe fpeake of . Koweo, the Laquey of Borlary, who as a 
ned and moſt execrable villaine comes now to att abloody and wofull part in 
this Hiſtory. Het” | 
For we muſt hereunderſtand,thatthis lewd Laquey Romeozis ſo extreamely iricenſed 
with choller and inraged with maliceagaiaſtthe Lady Feliſaxzafor the loſle of hiseare, 
gs ( being ſeduced and incouragedby the Devill ) he was once of the minde to have 
garthered her in the ſtreet, the'very firſt time he had metor ſcene her: but then againe 
xþeRting bis maſter Borla'y, whom he knew aftieQed her tenderly and deercly, he for- 
ſoke that opinion of his, and reſolved to wreake his wrath and indignation upon her 
tire ſervants who were the Actors of cutting off his eare, as he was the Author therof: 
datthen againe remembring that he knew them not,norany of them for that they were 
ilpurpoſcly masked and diſguiſed; Hethen ſwaps a bargaine with the devill, and the 
devill with him, that the ſtorme of this his malice and revenge ſhould aſſuredly fall on 
kidezonda her Chambermaid, from whom it originally proceeded, and from this reſo- 
kttion he is ſo execrably prophane and bloudy, as hee voyes that neither Heaven of 
Earth,God-or man ſhalldiverthim. _ | 
(But as Envy cannot_prove ſo pernitious anenemy to others as to herſclfe, fo Re- 
venge will in the end afluredly make-us as miſerable,as firſtit falſly promiſed ro make 
whappy. 


Rorreo continucti {ti]] reſolute in his rage, and implacable in his revenge towards 


Ranegonda(and yet poore iniodent harmelſie foule,ſhe was not ſo much as guilty of a 
bad Soughenechlaloaf a bad aCtton oroffice towards bitn'; and therefore laſt de- 
frving this bisrevenge ;.): when waiting many nights for her, as the iflued forth in the 
{ect in her Ladies errands;heat laſt ina darke night found her,and there {lew her with 
ks rapicr, giving her foure ſeverall wounds, whereof he mought have {pared thethree 
A bocdulethe very fitſk was mortall,. and thereupon betooke himiclie to his heeles 
and fled through the. ſivects,where the people flocked together at the reportand know- 
Rilge of this lamebrtabla Murther, but God is oexaſperated at this foule and lamenta- 
Mefact of his, as (in his Starre-chamber of Heaven)hee hath ordained and decreed; that 
Romeo ſhall inſtantly receive condigne puniſhment for the ſame as not deſerving toſur- 
vive it, for running through the ſtreets to provide for his ſafety and life:He at laſt tooke 
the river of Addice, neere the old caſtle, where thinking to ſwimme over to the other 
fide,or to hide himſelfe in ſome of the mill-boats, he was diſcovered by the ſentinels 
(for the watch was already ſet ) and the newes of this murther was by this time reſoun- 
didgand ecchoing in all parts of the Citty.The Souldiers of the Caſtle ſuſpected him to 
bethe murtherer, they ſend a boat after him and apprehend him - ſo by thecriminall 
Iudges he is committed to priſon for that night,and being the next morning accuſed by 
Serg= 
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Sejenior Miniata by way of torture; & by the Lady Feliſarna Hits daughter by legall order 
for the murthering of her Chambermaid:ARadegonda,he without any thought of feare,or 
ſhew of ſorrow or repentance, freely confeſſeth it, for the which heis preſently condem- 
ned to be hanged.,and the ſame day after dinner he was accordingly diſpatched andey. 
ecuted, notwithſtanding that his maſter Borlari,uſed his beſt friends and power, yea and 
proffered two hundred zechins to fave him. Thus we fee there was but one poore night 
betweene Romeoes taking away Radegondaes life,and loling of his owne, and betweegs 
her murthering and his hangingzAt his execution he ſpake not a word either of thelofſs 
of hiseare by the Lady Feliſanra, or of that of Radegowdaes haire by his maſter Boylg; 
whereat both of them exceedingly rejoyce,and no lefle doth Plareze : But for the othe 
ſpeeches which this bloudy footman delivered on the laddeyathis execution,they were 
either ſo ungodly.or ſo impertinent,as the relation thereof no'way deſerves my pen, o 
my Readers knowledge. | | 
And hereto leave the dead Servant Komeo,returne wee againe to ſpeake of his living 
Maſter Borleri : who after he had ſpent much time and labour, and as I may ſay,ran hy 
invention and wit out of: breath,' toſecke to prevent that Planeze mought not ma 
the faire Feliſanna, hath notwithſtanding; to his-matchleſle griefe, and unſeparable for. 
row ſeere thatit isall bootlefle and-1tt vaine, for by this time ſhe through the imports. 
tunity of her teares and prayers hath obtained her father Mn7atues conſent, to take 
and 1njoy Seigxior Planeze, for her Husband : whiento both their hearts delight and 
content,they are ſolemnely marryed in Yerona,and-in'that height of pompe and brave- 
Ty as is requiſite totheir noble ranke and qualitie'; When Planeze the more to pleaſe his 
new wife leaves Martova,and wholly-builds up his refidence in Verona with her, andin 
her father Mnataes houſe, who never-hated-him ſo much heretofore, as'now he 
deepely affe&s and loves him; and to ſay and wfite the truth, hee welldeſervedthat 
affection of the father, and'this love of the daughter 5 fith the luftre and'vertue of hi 
ations made it apparant'toalt Yeroma;: yeatoall 7taly, that hee proved a molt kind 
and loving Husband to the one, anda moſt obedient,” and reſpective ſonne in lawty 
the other. | =p. = Tr / 
Now although Fel;ſarnabee thus marryed to Planeze, yet the affeion of Borlgrith 
her, is ſtill ſo farrefrom fading or withering thereat,as it reviveth and flonriſherh atthe 
ſight of her pure and delicate beauty 3 for thoſe golden treſles of her haire,thoſe ſples 
dant raies of her fparkling eyes;and thoſe delicious h]hes and Roſes of her cheekes doe 
at ſuch wonders 1n his heart,and his heatt in his reſolutionszthat his luſt 'ecclipfing his 
judgement,and outbraving his diſcretion he cannot, hee will not refraine, to try if hee 
can-yet procureand get her to bee his-friend though not his wifezand fo futurely toob- 
taine that curteſie from her by the eye;which formerly he knew it 11npoſſitble for him 
get by the maine. To which end hisaffeCtion or rather his folly, giving no truce to his 
thoughts,nor peace to his minde. becauſe both the one and the other were ſtill ranging 
and ruminating on Feliſaxnaes ſweet Idea, and delitious feature;He> enters into a ons 
deration and conſultation with himſelfe, whetherhe ſhouldbewray lisamorous flame 


. toher by himſelfe or by ſome other; -or citherby: his penneor his rongats;. when aftet 
hee had propoſed and exchanged many rey reaſons andtriviall: 


es Pro and 
todoe itbyletters, when hying him(lft 
dentfriend of bis.he forthwith 


Con, heeat laſtreſolves on the laſt, 'which'iis 
to his cloſet, he traceth her theſe lines, which by a confi 
ſends her. 304 HESPLIENUG S091 
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BORLARY to FELISANNA. 


Fill crave no other witneſſe but my ſelfe,of thy fervent love and conflant affeFion to thee 3 
[ for none can better teſtifi: how f alwayes made it my chiefeſtCare and Ambition to make the 

dignity of my zeale anſ werable to that of thy beauty ; and that this mought bee as truely Im- 
wortall,as that is divinely rare and rarely excellent,which to confirm,Thave ſcaled it with ſome 
Moyd,but with more teares, ſo that although thou haſt given thy affetion from me to Planeze, 
jet my heart and ſonle tells me it is impoſſcble ts give mine to any but to the Lady Feliſanna. Aud 
lecau'e thou canſt not be my wifetherefore Tpray be pleaſed to reſolve to live my friend, as in re= 
quitall 1 doe dye thy Servant, T confeſſe T am not worthy of thy affefFion, much l:fſe to injoy the 
ſweet fruit therof.thy ſweet ſelfezyet becanſe 1 cannot be more thine then I am,therefore Tpray thee 
whe thy (elfe as nmch mine as thou mayeſt be. Thy heart fhall not be a truer Secretary to our af- 

ions then my iongue, and for the times andplaces of our meetings, TI wholly referreit to th 

wh and pleaſure, which mine ſhall ever carefully attend-and religionſly obey.I ſend thee my whale 
jeart incloſed in this Letter, and if thou vouchiafe to returne me a piece of thine in exchange, 
Heaven may, but Earth cannot croſſe our affection. 
| BORLARY-. 


The Lady Fel;ſannareceives this letter with much wonder.and orereades it with more 


Contempt & Choller, for it ſhe diſdained Borlary and his affeftion when ſhe was a maid, 
much more doth fhe now when God and her Husband have made her a wife : One the 
was of opinion to have throwne this his Letter into the fire, and have anſwered it with 
liſdaine and filencezBut then againe conſidering the vanity of his thoughts,and the ob- 
[znity of his deſires, ſhee conceived he mought (peradventure) impute her ſilence toa 
degree of conſent : .and therefore though not in affe&ion to him, yet in diſcretion and 
ove to her honour, ſhe reſolvesto returne him an anſwer, when knit inz her browes 
vithanger,dipping her pen in gall and vinegar, and ſetting aſharpe edge ot contempt 
and Choller on her reſolutions, ſhe haſtily frames her Letter, and gives it to his owne 
Meſſenger to deliver it toBorlar;, whoſe heart ſteering his courſe betwixt hope and feare 
ll he receive it : he firſt kiſling it,and then haſtily breaking up the ſcales thereof. findes 
that it ſpeakes this language. | 


FELISANNA to BORLARY. 


Fthou want any witneſſes of thy folly not of thy affeFion,thy obſtinate and vaine perſeveraiice 
herein, of one makes me calpable to ſcrve for miny. And if thou hadſ! beene as truely careſull 
an ambitions of thine owne honour, as thou falſly pre: endeſt to be of my poore beauty, thou 
wouldeſt not [0 often have ſacrificed thy ſl.ame tomy glory, nor ſo ſottiſily have caſt away thy 
bloud or teares on my contempt : How thou intendeſi to diſpoſe of thy (elje, Ineither aeſtre to 
know,nor care to underſtand. But as T have given my ſouletoGod, ſoG04 hath given ny heart to 
hu:band Plane ze. from whom neither the malice of Satan or power of hel ſhal withdraw it. 
therefore as T am Feliſanna; 7 detelt thy luſtfull ſuit,and as Planez-s wife, defie both it and thy 
felfe And thus to be thy friend, thou ſhalt finde me thy friend, but for ſuch ſervants as thy ſel'e,T 
ave them to their owne proper Infamy and Repentance.I make God the Secretary of my aFions, 
end my busband of my affeFions, therefore it ſhall pleaſe mee well when 7 underſtand that thy 
tongue will recant thy folly. T repent thy indiſcretion towards me.zn ſeeking to ere& the Trophees 
g thy laſcivious Inſt upon the ruines of my pure and candide honour: And TI aſſurethee, that if 
reafter thou inſpire and fortifie not thy heart with more religions.and leſſe ſinful defires and af- 


fetions, that Earth can and Heaven will make thee as truely wriſerable,as now thou falſiy thinkeſs 


thy ſelfe fortunate: 


FELISANNA. 


—— oe <a 
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with ſorrow,to ſee his refuſall ſent him in her diſdaine, as he knowes not to what paſſi 
on to betake himſelfe for eaſe,or to what Saint for comfort, for the conſideration of "4 
coynefle and cruelty, makes his diſpaire to gaine fo much on his hopes,that once he yy, 
minded abſolutely to forſake her, and to court heraffeCtion no more, but then again, 
his luſtfull heart and deſires, remembring the freſhnefle of her beauty and the ſyweer. 
netle of her youth, hee held himſelfe a coward, every way unworthy to enioy ſo faire, 
Lady, and fo {weet an Angel, it he retyred upon her firſt denyall,eſpecially becauſe, 
thoſe Cities and Caſtles, ſo thoſe Ladies and Gentlewomen who entertaine a pearle are 
already halfe wonne.In which conſideration becauſe it many times proves an errourin 
Nature ; bur ſtill in judgement, to flatter our ſelves moſt, with that which we 

moſt hope for and deſire, He therefore once more reſolves to hazard anotherJetter tg 

her.as having ſome reaſons to beleeve,that his ſecond may perchance obtaine that frog 

her which his firſt could not, for that he knows that moſt ladies and gentlewomen pride 

themſclves with this felicity to bee often ſought and importunately ſued unto by their 
lovers, wherefore reſolving cnce more totry bis fortune, and her courteſie, he by his 
former meſſenger greets her with theſe lines. 


BORLARY to FELISANNA. 


late dijreſpeF and contempt of me in thy Letter,is not ſufficiently prevalent to make me, 

orſo ſoone or ſo ſleightly for| ake thee. For although thou terme my lowe folly, and my 
feFion obſtinacy, yet untill thou ceaſe to be faire, finde it not ſtrange, if it be impoſſible for me 
ceaſe to be aſfeFionate: Neither doe T ſacrifice my ſhame to thy Glory,or caſt away my teares onth 
contempt, fith Tperforme it more out of duty then complement. and rather out of true Zeale then 
falſe hypocriſie. And as the ſtrongeſt Cities and Caſtles by the rule of war, ſo the faireſt beautin, 
by that of love,deſerve to be honoured with more then one aſſault and ſeige 5, and that Cavilki 
cannot juſtly.be tearmed,cither a Gentleman ,a Souldier, or a Lover,who will reſolve to be put of 
with the firſt repulſe, ſpecially from ſo ſweet,and ſo beautifull an.enemy as thy ſelfe : Neither ca 
it any way breed infamy or repentance in me to be ſervant toſo deare, and ſlave to ſo faire a My 


Ti ſweet and excellent beauty hath enkindled ſo fervent a flame in my heart, that th 


| ſtris, becauſe the excellency of thy beauty is every way capable both to confound ſence, and to ſub 


vert and overthrow Reaſon.Be then but as courteous as thou art faire, and as kinde as I am con- 


ſtant. and thou ſhalt find that I onely deſire to ered the Trophes of mine Honour and Glory upon 


thoſe of thy content,to ſacrifice my beſt life at the ſhrine and altar of thy beauty,and to devote and 


proſtrate my beſt zeale and ſervice to the feet of thy Commanas, which if thou pleaſe to grant me, 


Earth will not make me miſerable,but Heaven fortunate. 
BORLARY. 


The Lady Feliſanna-having received and oreread this ſecond Letter of Bor/ar;, as one 
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Berlary at the reading of this Letter of Fel;ſanna, is ſo galled with gricfeandinetl,q 


way ſhe laughes to ſee the conſtancy of his folly, and indiſcretion, ſo another way ſhee 
Normes, and yet grieves to ſee her ſelfe to bee both the objeCt and the caule thereot: 
When returning to the party who brought it her, ſhe thinkes to vent part of her choller 
on him,taxeth his audacity and raſhneile herein, and ſtri&tly.conjures him to bring her 
no more of Borlary his Letters : yea, ſhe is ſo farre tranſported with paſſion and choller 
againſt Borlary for ſending them to her, as now ſhe reſolves to anſwer this with ſilence, 
and henceforth to burne all other which are ſent or brought ro her from. him,becauſe it 
his folly make him culpable of ſending,ſhe will not futurely make herſelfe guilty of re- 
ceiving any more.But here again, her thoughts are taken up with feare,& her heartſur- 
priſed with reſolution and doubt, whether(yea or no)ſhe ſhould ſhew theſe h1stwo ſet- 
ters to her Husband : For her affection is ſo tender, ſofaithfull, ſoconſtantto him3 be: 
cadfe ſhe likewiſe knowes that his is reciprocally ſo to her,that ſhe will rather diſpleat? 


herſelfe,then any way diſcontent him, or adminiſter him the leaſt cauſe what{ocver, to 
runne 
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tunne the hazard of his diſpleaſure or indignation 3 for as by concealing them from 
hisknowledge, ſhee knowes this. bulinefle will be for ever huſh'd up in ſilence, and 
petually buried in oblivionz So contrariwiſe, if either through Borlary his malice 
ro her, or indifcretion to himſc}fe, it ſhould any way come to her Huſbands eare, 
then ſhe thinks the ſhould give him a juſt cauſe ofexception and offence againſt her 3 
Wherctn, if the ſubtilty of the Divell ſhould once put his foot, or the inalice of any 
of his: members, their rongues or fingers, then.his jealoufie might call her Honour 
ardFidelny in.queftion, and make htm (uſpect andifeare her to be diſhoneſt,though 
heretofore (in heart and foule) he confidently knowes and believes the contrary : ſhe 
farrhev knowes, that there isnothing ſo cafte,as toentertaine jealouſie,nor ſo difficult, 
tocxpellm; and therefore, that it 15not enough for us to prevent a ſcandall, but 
kkewtfe ro: vemove the origmall cauſe thereof; faine ſhee would conceale theſe foo- 
kh'Letters of Borlrz from her Huſband, but yet ſhe doubts it, and willing ſhee is to 
qquainr him therewith, and yet ſhe feares1t: And although her chaſtity and inno+ 
cency pertwades her toperforme the laſt, yet her diſcretion and judgement encou- 
Fae and prompt her to execute the ſeconad'; And here our beautifull and vertuous 
young Wie s:/perplexed as a traveller, who meets with two different waies, and 
Mowesnot which 1s the beſt for h1m to take ; and herheart and thoughts here in this 
jecident, 18 as-a ſhip at'Sea; at ore time ſurpriſed and met with two contrary windes 
and rides3- for preferring her honour to her lite; and heraffeCtion:ro her Huſband, 
mdihisrto henbefore any other earthly reſpect or felicity whatſoever ; ſhee in the in- 
ticacy and ambigmry of theſe doubts, wiſheth that Borlar; had {leprt when hee writ 
and fent her thoſe Letters, or ſhe when ſhe received and read them. But at laſt cons 
fulnng with Reafon and Religion, with her Soule and God, then her chaſtity gives a 
wanandinglaw to her feare, and her innocency to her doubtz So firſthoping, and 
thenpraying, thatnothing herein might breed bad blood in her Huſband, or diſturb 
te tranquilhty and ſincerity of her marriage 3 ſhe watching a fit opportunity, ſhewes 
her Hu ſband'the firſt Letter of Borlarito her, with her anſwer thereof, and then his 
ſecond Letter, rhe which ſhe informes him, ſheeanſwered with filence and contempt, 
adding withall : That had ſhee a thouſand lives as ſhee hath but one, ſhee would 
cheerefully ſacrifice and loſe them all, before ſhee: would be guilty of the leaſt 
thought to diſtaine the honour of his bed, or to breake her ſacred vow of Love 
and'Chaſtity, which in preſence of God and his Church, ſhee rehgiouſly made and 
rave him 11 marriage. | ITE 
'" Plaxeze at the hearing of theſe ſpeeches, and the reading of 'theſe Letters, doth 
at one inſtant both bluſh and pale, for as hee lookes pale with Envie towards Borlarz, 
wlee how ſecretly and ſubtily hee endevoureth 'to ruine his honour in that of kis 
wifes; ſo he blufherh for love towards her, to ſee how ſweetly and chaſtly ſhe had 
demeaned her felfe in her anſwer to him, as alſo what a wiſe and loving partit was 
in her ſo punctually and fully to acquaint him therewith ; when in requitall hereofhs 
gives her many praiſes and kifles, extolls her chaſtity and vettues to the ſkie,and cane 
demnes Borlarie his luſtfull vices to Hell, and although (for the preſent) ſhee findes 
ſome incongruity in his ſpeeches, and obſerves ſome perturbation in his lookes, yet 
he makes his aff2 ion ſo apparant to her, and diſſembleth his hatred and choller to- 
wards Borlari ſo ſecretly and artificially 3 That his wife Feliſarra wholly repoſing het 
elfe upon her owne integrity, and her Huſbands diſcretion, ſhe ({weet innocent La- 
dy) little dreames or thinkes of any diſaſter which will enſue hereof, much leſſe whae 
diſmall effects threaten to'proceed from this inconſiderate at ofhers,;.in acquainting 
her Huſband with thoſe Letters. Bur ſhe will haye time enough to ſee it to. her griefe, 
and know it to her ſorrow, yea, ſhe will finde occalionsenoughto repent, but never 
ny meanes how-to remedy it, except it be too late, and which. then will meerely 
prove phylicke after death. "316997 at o: fl 
Planeze (as wee have formerly undexſtood) is A an. incended agaia(t Forlay, 
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thus toattempt to bereave him of his ſweeteſt Joy, which is his wifes affetion, and 
ſhe of hermolt pretious Jewell, her chaſtity; And although (both in reaſon and 
Religion) hee had farre more cauſe to rejoyce thanto grieve at this accident, inre- 
gard he was both aſſured and confident,that his wifes chaſtity triumphed ore Borlarjes 
Juſt, and herglory was apparantin his ſhame ; for as objedts, ſo aCtions being beſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed by their contraries, therefore through the obſcure clouds of Borlari his 
obſcene concupiſcence, that of FelJannas Angelicall chaſtity, as a bright relucent Sun, 
ſhined forth moſt radiantly and ſweetly with farre more vigor and glory, yet Plaxeze 
being a man compofed of corrupt fleſh and blood, and therefore ſubje& to paſſions, 
and thoſe paſſions toerrors and imperfeCtions; So hee takes a courſe and reſolution 
herein contrary to all judgement, and toall reaſon, yea, diametrically oppoſite tothe 
rules of Nature,and precepts of Grace. For although his heart be upright in the opi- 
nion of his wifes chaſtity and honour, yet as the deareſt and pureſt afcQions cannot 
be exempted of ſome ſhadow or ſpice of feare, ſo although his heart looked direQly 
on Borlari with malice, hee cannot poſhbly refraine, nor retaine his thoughts, from 
glancing ſquint-eyed on his wite with jealoufie. And although hee knowes it to bea 
moſt ignoble gratitude, and irreligious impiety in him, thus to call her honour in - 
queſtion, or(in the beſt ſenſe) to revoke it todoubt, by making any pablique ſhew 
of ſuſpition or diſtaſte toher, or by ſeeking any private revenge on Borlarz, yet be- 
cauſe her beauty and vertuz isa thouſand times dearer to him than his life; and the 
purity and integrity of her affeGion to him as deare as his ſoule : Hee therefore 
thinkes ſhee ſhall not prophane his good opinion of her, nor offer her merits or his 
owne reputation any wrong, if heereſolve to right both her and himſelfe on Bork, 
when conſulting not with reaſon or charity, but with their oppoſites, malice andre» 
venge, he will not be at peace with his heart, nor at eruce with his thoughts before he 
have fought with Borlari, albeit (indeed) his deli&t and offence towards him, more 
deſerved his ſcorne than his care, and was every way farre more worthy of his obli- 
vion, than of his remembrance. To which end (by a Chyrurgion which he had 
made choyce of) hee ſends him this challenge. TY 


PLANEZE tO BORLARY. 


Hy crime 3s ſo foule, and ſo apparant unto mee, in ſeeking by thy two laſcivious Letiers to 
diſtaine my honour in that of my wifes chaſtity, as nothing but thy life 3s capable to ex- 
piate it, or mine to deface and forget it 5 Wherefore, if thon have as much courage as t 
wantel} grace, bring thy ſelfe, thy Rapier, and thy Chirurgion with thee to morrow at ſixeof | | 
clocke in the morning, in the City Ditch without the outer Gate, which looks towards Breicu, q 
and there ay ſelfe and my Chirurgion (who is the bearer hereof, will ſilently and honowraby k 
waite for thee. And if thy obſcene heart retaine yet any ſparke 7 generoſity, or thy viciow { 
braine of judgement, thou wilt reſohve toperforme this my requeſt, and to _ my roſs p 
ton herein, fith it is wholly derived from thy laſciviouſnsſſe, and receives its life and birth } y 
; ti 
h 
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from thy treachery. 
PLANEZE. 


Borlary receiving and peruſing this Challenge of Plaxeze, hee is much grieved and 2 
forrowfull, to ſee that Feliſarmahad ſo little diſcretion for her ſelfe, and ſo much has || 
tred againſt him,to ſhew her Huſband theſe his Letters, and exceptſhemeant to make || |, 
her ſelfe the praſent authour, and the cauſe of her future affliftion and miſery, hee | þ, 
knowes not elſe what ſhe intends hereby. But for Plareze his ſpleene and reſolution | 
againſt him, Borlary knowes it to be both juſt and well grounded in the beſt ſenle, | (1 

ind inthe worſt to be yeta requitall of that Challenge and /Duell which he formerly F 


[and preſcrited him : Onely he doth alittle admire:(if not wonder) that he ſhould 
_-_ : | now 


>. 


_ F 


» 


* 
#4; AGF 
Va DfeS =. 
_ Z a. 


——_—_— _ Y)rs ww DEI: 


—" Ma, ©. mn Þþ VS” &=& 83yo=_ 


———w —— — — — — _——_ 


Ho EVIL Pamee and Fallen, 


gow again make triall of his valour and courage, whereof hee ſo lately had expe- 

rence, ant raſted. An41 althoazt hze had farre more reaſoa to reſt aſſured than 

doubtfull, that.chas fecond Daell of theirs would not prove (o fortunate as their firſt, 

but would rather terminate 1a one,ifnot in bath of their lives; He yet loves Feliſanne 
ſadearely, albeit ſhe hate ha extremely, that he will by no meanes refuſe to fight 

with her Hutband once againe for her ſake, yea, and to kill him for his owne.if poſſi- 

blyhe can, the-divell making him ſtrong in the vanity of this beliefe and confidence 3 

that if 1t prove-now his good fortuneto kill Plareze, that he can then requite and li- 

mithis victory with the reward of no leſſz happineſle and felicity," than by his death 

toobtaine his widdow for his owne wife. But this is to write upon the water,and to 

build Cx{tles of vaine hopes in the aire, which th> leaſt breath of Gods mouth, or 

wind of his noſtrillswill eaſily reverſe and blow away. For this is to conſult and re- 

ſalve with Satan, and! not with Godz and therefore no marvell, if hee ſee his la- 

ſivious deſires to come too ſhort of his ridiculous hopes, and both his hopes and 
(mom emmy to end in as-much true miſery, as they began in falſe hope of feli- 

(85 200 JOY 

. Sa Borlary having made a turne or two in his Garden, to refolve upon this buſt 

nefle;. which: ſo much imported both his honour and life : Hee at laſt, with joy in 

lisldokes, and courage in his countenance, turnes to Plaxeze his Chirurgion, whom 

zher he ufect refpeCtively and courteoufſy, hee ſecretly rounds him thus 1n his eare 3 

Tell Seigrzor Plareze from mee, that F will not faile to meete him to morrow mor- 

mg, according to his requeſt and expettation, and fo hee diſmifleth him, who as 

loone returnes this anſwer of Borlary to Planezc, whom hee now findes ſtaying for 
hm 3 the. Church of the 4vgnſtine Frgers,but God knowes, with nointent or devo» 

tionto:pray, cr to invoke his Divine and Sacred Majeſty to divert him from this his 

mended bloody enterprize, but rather to recondu&t home the Lady Fel;/anna his 

wie, who, harmeleſle ſweet Gentlewoman, was there in that Church, upon the Al- 

arof herheart, proffering up the moſt religious Prayers, and zealous Oriſons of her 

ule unto God, without once ſurmifing or thinking what a mournfull and dange- 

rous part her Huſband was refolved to aCt the next morning, to the prejudice of her 

content, if not to the utter diffolution and ruine of her Matrimonaall joy and feli-' 
ty. But her Husband Plareze beares this buſinefle, and theſe his intentions fo'fe- 

aetly from his wife, as it was impoſſible for her to have any ſuſpition, much lefſe 

knowledge of this his next daies intended Duell. 

The night, which brings reſt to others, hath not power to give it to-our two _in- 
tamed Duellifts. For the conſideration of their honours and their lives, of their 
quarrell, and the cauſe thereof,doth equally poſleſle their braines, and pre-occupate 
and prevent theireyes of their fleeping faculties : So preferring their danger to their 
afety, their reſolution to their reſt, and the field to their beds, they (under other 
pretexts) are not Jong from it, I meane from the City ditch, the prefixed place of 
their rendezvous : Which Planeze firſt entreth, and there makes halfe a dozen of 
kurnes, before he have any newes of his Contendant or Adverſary Borlary, whereof 
he doth not a little muſe, yet he no way deſpaires of his comming, becauſe (bylate 
experience) hee knowes him to be couragious and valiant. But to put Plaxeze his 
muling out of doubt, and his doubt out of queſtion, in comes Borlery all unbraced 
nduntruſſed, and afarre of eſpying Plareze in the ditch before him He (aſhamed 
ofthis advantage hee had, becauſe of long ſtay) with his hat in his hand, prayes him 
toexcuſe thiserror of his, affirming it to be the fault of his Watch, but not of his 

art, which hee alledged ſhould ever goe true with his Honour and Repurtati- 


0M; When Plareze returning his Complement, by approving of his Apologie, 


Song any further expoſtulation ) they draw, and here fall from words to 

owes, | 
Attheir firſt meeting, Borlary gives Planeze a wound in the right arme, and Planeze 
H h 2 | requites 
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requites him with another in his right ſide, which-if his Rapier had not met witha 
rib, it had then undoubtedly ended the quarrell with his life. But although it make 
him loſe much blood, yet he hath ftrength and courage enough not to die 1n his debt 
forit, onely he deſireth Plareze, that they may breath a little, the which hee gene- 
rouſly granteth. -At their ſecond comming "up, Plaxeze preſents a thruſt to Borlary, 
but hee wards 1t, and runnes Plazeze into his left thigh, of a deepe wound, and yet 
they will not give over, although therr Chirurgeons doe earneſtly pray them to de- 
-fift, Jas having now already here ſufficiently teſtified their courage and valour. At 
their third meeting and joyning, Tlareze gives Borlary a lick ore the fore-head, which 
makes his blood ſtreame downe his: face and eyes, and Borlary fully incenſed and 
prepared torequiteit, drives a faire thruſt to Plaxeze his breaſt, but hee very dexte- 
roully and fortunately wards it, beating downe the point of Borlary his ſword into 
the ground, and then with much agtlity, leaps to him, and whips up his heeles, who 
falling upon his owne Rapier, breakes it in two pieces, at which unlooked for dif- 
aſter, Borlary ſeeing his naked breaſt expoſed to Planeze his bloody Rapier, and con- 
ſequently his life to lie at his mercy, (without once ſtriving or endeavouring to 
apple with his enemy)-hee (more defirousto live with ſhame, than.to die with ho- 
nour) deſcends ſo farre'from true-and noble generofity, as he begges his life of ple 
eze3 when. (although many hot and jealous ſpirits would gladly have taken hold 
of this advantage, and wreaked th= utmoſt of their gall and ſpleene upon the miþ 
fortune of this accident) yet Flazeze is{0 truely noble and generous, as difdainingto 
fight with an unarmed:man, | and.ſo to.eclips or blemiſh the luſtre of his reputation 
m killing him who begged his life of him, and. when it lay at his pleaſure to giveor 
take it,as he throwes away his Ripier,making him promaife,and ſweare he will never 
henceforth attempt *againſtthe honour of his wife 5 Planeze very freely and cheers 
fully gives him his life : And to ſhew himſelfe the more generous 1n this his courteſie, 
lerids him his hand toraiſe him wp on his feetz for which infinite kindneflſe, Borley 
yeelds him many thanks : When muffling up their faces with their clokes, they part 
very goodfriends, and fo get themſelves into two of the neereſt houſes of the Sub- 
urbs, very ſecretly and ſilently to drefle their wounds, and at night they returneto 
their houſes : Where our deare and faire Feliſarna underſtanding the manner and 
cauſe of this combarte betwixt her Huſband and Borlary, it is impoſhible for me tode- 
finewhetherſhe wept and fighed more for the loſſe of her Huſbands blood, ore 
joyced and praiſed God for the ſaving and ſparing of his life. 
- Yet this Combarte of theirs 1s not ſo ſecretly acted, but inlefle than two daies; all 
Yerona hathnewes, and prattles thereof. When meaſuring the firſt Duell of Planeze 
and Borlary by the ſecond; and the ſecond by the firſt; They extoll Borlary his courage 
to fight with 7layeze, but infinitly applaud the noble courteſie and generoſity of ?l- 
228, in giving Borlary his life, when itlay in his powerand pleaſure to have taken 
it from him. And as moſt commended the Lady Feliſarra for diſdaining to make 
ſhipwracke of her honour on the $cyllu and Charibdis of Borlary his luſt,and for nota 
. crificing her chaſtity to his laſcivious affections and deſires; So, in generally all 
Gentlemen and Ladies condemne her of indiſcretion, in ſhewing his Letters to ber 
Huſband,and in acquainting him with his ſuits & deſires, it having been ſufficient for 
her ſecretly to have given him the repulſe and deniall,and her ſelfe the glory. Againe; 
there want not divers,eſpecially the younger ſort of the Nobility and Gentry of /ero- 
2a, who taxe Borlary of cowardize, in ſhamefully begging his lif of Planeze, when et 
ther his goed fortune jn ſtruggling, or his piece of ſword in his defence, might, per- 
adventure, have preſerved it. Thus every one ſpeakes according to his owne fan- 
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Borlary having lo {t ſo much blood for the affe&ion which he bore to Feliſanna, and h 
received and reaped nothing from her but difdaine and hatred, hee is not a little 

grieved and vexed hereat. But when he underſtands that hee bath now made him- h 
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flfe the laughter of all Yerona, inthis his cowardly begging his life of Planeze, and 
that his reputation doth therefore univerſally ſuffer in this aCtion, hee is then, as it 
were, pierced tothe heart with ſorrow;and tothe foule with-ſhame. Hee knowes it 
were farre better for him to be bornea Cleawne, than tobe held and eſteemed a Co- 
ward.z and that having once purchaſed that baſetitle, hee ſhall difficultlyever loſe. 
Yea, whereſoever he'goes, he heares andiſeces;that his-Superioars, bis Equalts; and his 
Inferiours, not onely prattle at histhatne; but point at his infamy herein, ſo that hee is 
(1m manner) a ſhame to all Gentlemen; 'and therefore almoſt a ſhame to himſcelte. 
But fee here the-vamity ' and 1mpiety? of this inconſiderxate Gentleman, 'and if it be 
not-worthy the readers curiofities, yet it will deſerve his compaſſion and pity, to 
ſe what uſe, 'or rather what. abuſe ' hee makes of this his imaginary diſhonour : 
For neither with reaſon ;.-which the ſoule of: his beart, nor with Religion 
which is the life- of his foule; doth:he'once looke up to Heaven to thanke God 
for ſo mercifully: protedting,. and fo rhiraculoufly- preſerving of his life in theſe 
two-duells, when hee, as it were, ſtood- on the brinke, and' 1n the very jawes of 
death, and when: betwixt his lite and/hisdearh there was nothing but the point of 
Planeze his Rapier. and of his pleaſure. No, no; Berlary is too much a man, to be {b 
much a Chriſtian; and too. much the : member of Satan, to be ſo much the childe of 
God::: For having formerly given up-his heart tothe turpitade of laſoivious defirts 
and luft; now as alimbe and agent ofthe Divell;he will wholly abandon itto infer- 
nall rage and helliſh revenge 3 for knowing Plaxeze to be both the Aurhor and obje& 
of his Jiſhonoi, and the mftrument.and cauſe of his ditgrace; hee therefore retaines 
this diabolicall and bloody Aphoriſmein his heart.z that as long as hee lives, it will 
live with him, and when he dies, it will die with him:3 and therefore to refetch his 
honour out of his infamy,his heart wholly ſacrificing to malice; and his thoughts and 
rſolutions to revenge, hee moſt ingratefully and deſperately, refolves to murther 
Plneze, Or at leaſt to cauſe him to be murthered. Lo, here the wofull eſtate, and 
wretched reſolution of this execrable Gentleman Borlery, and what a monſtrous in- 
gxatirude and prodigious cruelty 1s this in himto conſpire his death, of whom (in a 
manner) hee but rightly now received his life, hee little knowes, or (which is worſe) 
be will not know. that revenge ſtll proves as pernitious. as plealing to their Authors 
and that murther endeth in as much true miſery, as it begins in falſe content and joy; 
for it 1s a bitter oblation and odious facrifice to the Lord, who is the God of 
peace, and the father of all unity and charny. moors | | 
But the Divellis ſo familiar a gueſt, and ſo frequent a-counſeMour to Borlary; that 
hee wretchedly vowes and execrably ſweares,that Planeze ſhallno longer live but die: 
Once hee was of opinion, either topiſtoll or ponyard him in the ſtreet by mght, but 
then againe, ſecing the eminency of that danger in the misfortune of his Laquey 
Romeo, he rejects it as ruinous,and reſolves on poyſon which he thinkes 18 the ſhorr 
and ſafeſt way for him to ſend him for Heaven, and thinkes none fo fit for hispuys 
poſe to give and adminiſter it to: him as Planeze his owne! Apothecary Caftrneh?o; 
being the more confidentin this his choyce, becauſe hee knowes him to'be a wor 
derfull poore man, and withall, extremely vitious and debauſhed; as neither fearing 
nor caring for God ,but more an \theiſt than a Chriſttan, and! rhore a Divel| thare 
a Catholike, and therefore believes that a little money will act wonders in' his 
heart and reſolution 3 Neither doth he faile in his judgement,ov deceive! himſelfe in 
the hopes of his choyce 5, for he no ſooner proffercth himthyee hundred Duckarons; 
topoyſon Plexeze (one halfe in hand, and the other when' i is-performed) bat hee 
accepts thereof, ingageth himſelfe (by hand and oath) ſpeedily to diſpatch and 
finiſh it, and ſolike two Factors or furies of Hell, both of them:{weare ſecrefie each 
to other herein. ? Th jy Gm 
Borlary longing, and Caftruchio defiring to finiſh this Tragedy on Fleneze, that 


kemightlikewiſe touch the laſt one hundred and fifty. Duckdtons;, The Spring ap- 
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proching, wherein ' Plazeze every yeere forithe. preſervation of his health, was tc. 
cuſtomedtotake Phyfike of Caftruchio, hee ng ſooner ſent forhim to that effe, but 
_ firſtpurgine, then bleeding him; thee thenartificially perſwades him to take a vomir 

the next morning, wheteunto Plaxeze eaſily conſents, ſohe adminiſtreth itto him ang 
therein infuſing poyſon, hee within fix daies after dies thereof, when Caſtrachio de 
manding his other one hundred; and fifty '\Dukatons, Borlary ſpeedily paies it hit 
with much content,. joy and :deleCation :+But let the firſt know, and the ſecond 
remember, that it isthe price of innocent blood. | - 

The order of our Hiſtory leades us now (as it were by the hand) to our ſorrowfyll 
young widow Feliſazna, who, poore foule, (not dreaming any way in the world ej- 
ther of poyſon or of Borlary) is ready to weep her (elfe to death,thatſhe muſt furviye 
and cannot dye with her deere and ſweet husband Plazeze, and that as one bed, ſoone 
grave might containe them, yea her griefeisſo great and her ſorrowes ſo infinite for 

' the loſe of this her other partof her ſelfe, that neither her father,kinsfolks or friends 
| can poſſibly comfort her; for (till ſhe ſees him before hex eyes, as if he were notby- 
q| ried in his grave, butin her heart, or that it was wholly impoſſible for him to die x 
| long as ſhe lived : Which excefle of ſorrowes, fighes and teares of hers,ſo withered 
the roſes and lillies of her beauty, and fo eclipſed the luſtre of her ſparkling eyes, 
| that to the eyes and judgements of all thoſe who ſaw or knew her, ſhee became 
pale and leane, as ſhee was no longer Feliſarna, but onely the poore ficke Anatomy 
of Feliſanna. | | Fr ! 
f | We have ſeene this wretched Gentleman Borlary, and this execrable Apothecary, 
| | Caſtruchio, commit this horrible murther upon the perſon of noble and Generous 
Planeze, and wee ſhall not goe farre,. before wee hall ſee the ſacred Juſtice, and jult 
puniſhments of God to ſurpriſe and overtake them for the ſame; For God is now 
'l reſolved to triumph ore thoſe bloody miſcreants, and although they have ſo cloſely 
" acted and perpetrated this their lamentable murther, as there are no earthly eyesto 
detettnor witneſle to give in evidence againſt them for the ſame : yet our goodand 
gratious God, who is the true ſearcher of our hearts and reines, will to his glo- 
ry and their confuſion bring this to light, by an accident worthy of our deepeſt 
conſideration, and of our moſt ſerious and religious obſervation : The manner 
whereof is thus : Wo 
This wretched Apothecary Caſtruchio, having received his other hundred Du- 
katons of Borlary (as wee have formerly underſtood) for miniſtring this bloody bu- 
ſineſle, and being (as weknow) of a moſt vitious and debauſhed life, hee had al- 
ready in hs riots and prodigalities ſpent ad conſamed all his eſtate : And now this 
three hundred Dukatons which he received of Borlary for performing this bloody 
buſineſſe, makes him by many degrees farre worſe than hee was before; for (asby 
Gods ſacred and ſecretprovidence) it was impoffible to proſper with him, fo his 
rophane vices and ſinnes, and his beaſtly pleaſures and prodigalities made it con- 
ume and meltaway as ſnow againſt the Sunne, in ſuch ſort, that ir ſeemed to him, 
that he was a thiefe to himſelfe, and that one of his hands and pockets hourely cou- 
zened and betrayed the other; And although for a time hee bore this his vitious 
_ courſe of life very cloſe and ſecret from the eyeand knowledge of the world, where- 
'F © by hiscredit farre execeded his Eſtate, ſo after the committing of this foule mut- 
'£ ther, both his Eſtate, Credit, and all went to wracke and ſpoyle: for hee left 
nothing either unſpent or unpawned, and which is yet worſe, he fell into many 
arrerages and debts, which at. laſt grew ſo clamorous (eſpecially: when his pro- 
digall. and beaſtly life of : whoring, drunkennefle, and dicing, came.to be divulged 
| | and ſfpred to the world; that by three of his greateſt .creditors he4is arreſted and 
| clapt into priſon, and his ſhop ſeized on by them, which they finde 'as empty of 
drugs, as his Maſters:heart was of pity, and his ſoule of piety'c- And as 1t 1 
the nature (or rather-the- miſery). of priſons, that where:one wan vertyouſly im- 
| prove? 
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proves his life and aCtions there, /:a hundred doe vitiouſly ruine thanſelves, fo 
Caſkruchio being one of this laſt number, he there waſteth and conſumeth all that 
hee hath, or which he.can poſlibly 'procure, and 1n a few weekes reduceth' 
him(clfe to ſo extreame: poverty and beggery, that hee is 'vlapt into the com- 
mon goale among the pooreſt ſort of priſoners who live by, the almes and 
charity of well diſpoſed people, his clothes being all tottered and torne, having 
no bed to lye on nor hardly bread to fuftice nature, or to maintaine life, be- 
ing abandoned of all his friends and acquaintance, -who will rather ſee him 
ſtarve and dyethen releeve him : And yet in all theſe extremities, and at the very 
lowelt ebbe of theſe his wants and miſeries, hee will yet neither looke downe 
into his Conſcienc:, heart, and {oule with ſorrow, nor up to heaven or toGod 
with repentance for all his foule. ſinnes and vices, eſpecially not for this his cru- 
dl and lamentable poyſoning of Pleyzeze, which are the true reaſons and the 
efficient cauſes of theſe his miſerable calamities and afflitions, yea his wants 
and miſeries are ſo great and infinite here in priſon, that none whoſoever will 
come thither to ſee him, much lefle to pitty him, and leaſt cf all to releeve 
him- Only Dorila ( a filthy old baud of: his) more out of importunacy to her, 
then of her courteſie or charity to him, although ſhee diſdaine to goe her ſelfe 
into priſon to ſee Caſtruchio, yet ſhee is contented ſometimes to Fog him her 
ſonne Bernerdo, a boy of ſome fixteene yeeres of age to goe his Errands, fo 
his neceſſity making his invention pregnant and cleere lighted, after hee had ty- 
red all his friends and acquaintance with antes and Letters, which returne ſtill 
empty fiſted, his memory at the laſt falls an1 pitcheth on Borlery, who (for the 
bloody reaſon formerly mefitioned) hethinkes the onely fit man of the world to re- 
dreſle his wants.and to releeve his weather=beaten fortunes,and to him he often ſends 
Bernardo with many pittitull requeſts and intreaties for money, but to write to him he 
dares not. - | | 
Borlary conſidering that he hath far more cauſe and reaſon to love Caſtrachio then 
to hate him for that (by vertue of the premiſes) hee ſees his owne life to lye at te 
mercy of his tongue, although he rather wiſh him in Heaven then in priſon, yet be- 
ing extreamely covetous, and yet holding himſelfe both in conſcience and LF, hav 
bound to releeve him; hee therefore ſends him ſome ſmall ſummes of money,but no 
way enough to buy him cloathes, or to maintaine his former prodigalities, but rather 
hardly ſufficient ro maintaine life in him, much lefe to cheriſh or pamper him. And 
ſo often doth Caſtruchio ſend the boy Bernardo to Borlari for money , that atlaſt being 
weary thereof, and reſoJute to part with no more money, ( God here makes his co- 
vetouſneſle partly the meanes to chaulke out a way to his owne confuſion) and is re- 
ſolved neither to ſpeake nor to ſee Bernardo, and to thateffect gives order to his ſer- 
vants : When little Bernardo ſeeing that hee weares out his time, and his ſhooes in 
vaine to hunt after Borlary, whom he knowes will not be ſpoken with by him, hee tels 
Caſtruchio that he framers" himſelfe of another meſſenger towards Borlari, for he wil 
goeno more to him, becauſe he ſeesit is wholly impoſſible for him to ſpeak with him: 
and at this diſcourteſie of Borlary, Caſtruchio doth now bite his lip with diſcontent and 
hung his head for anger, and from henceforth hee begins to aſſume bad bloud; and 
to conceive dangerous thoughts againſt him, but as yet the conſideration of his owne 
ſafety or danger makes him patient and filent .3 But God will nor have him toconti- 
nue ſo long, for almoſt preſently wee-ſhall ſee his patience burlt forth into violence 
and mpatuoiny, and his ſilence bxeake out into extreamechollerand indignation a- 
. His old Baud Doril/a, ( as anexpert Hag of. her ſinnefyll profeſſion) as often asihe 
heares or knowes that Caſtruchis had 3ny,mony,from Forlarz,ſo often ihe would come 
tothe priſon tohim , and ſpeedily carouſe and .conſume..it with him 3; but when by 


her ſonne Bernardo ſhee ſees: his purſe ſhut; chat fountalne exhauſted, and _ 
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her boy could nomore ſee Borlary but a wodden face,I meane his doore ſbut, then ſhe 
(reſembling her ſelfe) againe forſakes Caftrachio, and will neither ſee him nor come 


necre his priſon, ſo that atlaſt he not ſeeing Berwardo nor once hearing from Borlaryin 


three weekes or well neere a moneth together,and being ready to periſh, ſtarve and 
dye under the heavy burthen and preſſure of his wants, hee earneſtly ſends for Dor. 
{4 to come to him, and cauſeth her to be informed.that if ſhe will come to him and de. 
liver a letter to a friend of his, hee will ſpeedily ſend him ſome ſtore of money, and 
then ſhee ſhall have a ſhare and part thereof, ſo when no ther reſpeCt or v/ + ny 
tion will, then this of money againe brings this o1d filthy Beldam Dora to the priſon 
to Caftruchio, who having provided her a bottle of wine, and five Gazettaes to drinke 
by the way (thereby the more carefully toctfeCt his buſineſle hee exceeding]y in- 
cenſed with choller and revenge againſt Borlari for this ingratitude towards him 

writes him this angry Letter, and deeply chargeth Doril/a with ſpzed, care, and fe- 


 erefie to deliver it into Borlary his owne hands and to noother,whichletter of his ſpake 


this language. 


CASTRVCHIOto BOR LARY- 


x þ Hou kngweſt that for three hundred Duckatons which tho gaveſt mee, I poyſoned Seig- 
ior Plneze in aVomit: and wilt thou now be ſo hard and cruel hearted againſt mee ty 
ſuffer me to die in priſon for want of ſo ſmall a ſumme as twenty Duckatons © Tam made ofthe 
ſame fleſh and blond as then art, and although my fortunes be ſo low plunged, yet my heart iſq 
highſcatedandelevated, that I give thee to underſtand I will rather conſent to be hanged they 
ftarved : Wherefore becauſe my Tragedy will mfallibly prove thine. if thou weane to prevent 
the one, and to ſecure thy ſelfe fron the ether, faile not ſpeedily to ſend mee theſaid twenty 
Duckhatons by this bearer Dorilla, whom Theve entruſted with my letter faſt ſealed ( andjq 
maiſt thouwith thine) but for the 'ecret therein ( which thou woteſt of ) ſe is wholly ignorant 
ofit : In performing me this courteſse thou ſhalt not on:ly tye my tongue and pen, but my 

art and ſoule to ſilence,or elſe not : A midaeft thy wealth remember my pove' ty,which if thou 
forget, God hath reſerved mee to makg thee know that thou doeſt not uſe, but abuſe it, and 
therein thy ſelſe- 


CASTRVCHIO. 


Dorilla receiving this Letter from Caſtruchio, ſhee puts it into her purſe and promi- 
{ſeth him her beſt care and fidelity for the delivery thereof to Seigr7or Borlary, al- 
though ſhe confeſſeth that ſhee neither knew him nor his houſe : But ſee here the pro- 
vidence and mercy of God which cleerely reſplends and ſhines in the deportment ard 
action of this beaſtly old bawd, for ſhe meeting with-ſome of her gameſters and got 
fipsin the ſtreet (though contrary to the cuſtome of 7taly) away they goe to 2ta- 
verne, Where they all {will their heads and brames with wine,eſpecially Dor:/a : So 
the day being farre ſpent, her bulineſle for Caſtr#chio 1s ended ere begun 3 tor ſhee 
forgetting her ſelfe cannot remember his letter , but as faſt as her reeling legges will 
permit her, away ſhee ſpeedes towards her owne houſe, which was ſome halfea 
mile off in the City. But when: ſhee wasin the ſtreets and had a little taken the aire, 
then ſhee calls Ceſtruchios letter to minde, and her promiſe to him to deliver it, 


but to whom (through her cups) ſhee hath quite forgotten 3 for ſhee cannot once 


hit on the name Boy/ary. But at laſt remembring the letter to be in her purſe, and 
ſhee by this time in the midſt of the City, ſhee takes it out in her hand, and ſeeing 2 
faire,yet ſorrowfull: young Lady to ſtand at the ſtreet doore of her houſe all in 
mourning attire, and no body neere her, after ſhee had done her, duty to her, ſhe 
reacheth her the Letter, ahd humbly requeſteth her to tell her the Gentlemans 
name to whom it' was direted; when (God out of the Profundity of his Power 
an 
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(tant in her firſt ſpeech and confeſſion to Feliſanna, that ſhee had it from Caſtruchio an 
Apothecary who lay in priſon, but ſhee. had forgotten to whom ſhee was to deliver 
t,' and then prayes them both todeliver and give her backe her Letter againe. But 
Mixiata ſeeing and knowing that it; was the immediate finger of God which thus 
ſtrangely had revealed this murther'.of his ſonne in Law -Planeze, hee calls in two 
Gentlewomen his next neighbours to. comfort his daughter Feliſamna,and (o leaving 
Dorilla tothe guard of two of his ſervants, hee (with twoother Gentlemen his neigh- 
bours) takes his Coach, ' and having Caſtruthio's Letter in his hand, hee drives away 
tothe State-houſe, where he findes out. the Podeſtate and Prefeft of the City, and 
ſhewing them! the Letter which revealed the poyſoning and poyſoners of Plazeze his 
ſonne in Law, they (in honour to Juſtice, and out! of .theyr reſpect to the ſorrowfull 
Lady his daughter) take their Coaches, and returne with Miziats home to his houſe : 
Where they firſt examine; Fel;/anma, and then. Dorilla, who 1s conſtant in her firſt 
depoſition. Whereat theſe grave and honourable Perſonages, wondering and ad- 
miring, that a Gentleman of Borlary his ranke and quality, ſhould make himſclte 
the guilty and bloody Authour of ſo. foule a Murtherz they (likewiſe admiring 


and blefling Gods providence. in- the: deteftion thereof) doe preſently ſend away 
| their 
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their Isbieres (or Serjeants) to apprehend Bo#laryz and ſo they goe to their Forum 
(or ſeat of Juſtice) and ſpeedily ſend away for Caſtruchio, to be brought from the 
priſon before them : Who at the very firſt newes of their accuſation of him, and 
the producing of his Letter to Borlary, hee curſeth the perfon and name of this 
oId Bawd, Poril/a, whois the prime Author of his overthrow and death, and then 
ccnfefieth hunſelfe to be the Actor, and Seignior Borlary to be the Authour, cauſe, 
and inſtigator of this his poyſoning of Plaveze 3 but never puts his hand on his con- 
{cience and ſoule, that the ſtrange deteCtion of this lamentable murther came direQly 
trom Heaven, and from God. 

The Serjeants (by order from the Podeſtate and PrefeAt) finde Borlary wn his 
owne houſe, ruffling in a new rich ſuit of apparell, of blacke Sattin, trimmed 
with gold buttons, which he that day pat on, and the next was determined tg 
ride to the City of Bergamo, to ſecke in marriage a very rich young widdow, 
whoſe Huſband lately died, drowning himſelfe (as it were) in pleaſure and c- 
curity, without fo much as once — of his poyſoning of Plaxeze, or how 
hee was revealed to be the Authour thereof by Cafiruchio his Letter, ſent unto hin 
by Dorilla; Hee is amazed and aſtoniſhed ar this his apprehenſion, now bea 
his-breaſt, and then repenting (when it was too late) that ever hee embr 
his hands in the innocent blood of Plezeze. So both himſelfe and Cſtrachio are 
brought to the State houſe, where the Podeſtate and PrefeC& firſt examine thew 
apart, and then confroht them! each with other. Whete finditig, that neither of 
them. detyy, byt both of them to confefle themſelves guilty of this foule tmar- 
| ther, they pronounce ſentence of death againſt them, and condemne ZForlary to 

have his beds cutoff, and then his body to be burnt , and Cafiuchio to be hanged, 
and his body to be throwne into the River of Addice, whereon he was firſt taken, 
the which, the next morning, was accordingly executed. All Yerona 1s, as it were, 
but one tongue to taJke and prattle of this foule and lamentable murther , and 
eſpecially of Gods miraculous deteCtion thereof by this drunken Bawd, Dorilla, who 
having heretofore often brought Caſiruchio to whores willingly,now atlaſt,ſhe brings 
him to the Gallowes againſt her will. The morning they are brought to their ex- 
ecution, where there flocke and reſort a world of ſpettators from all parts of the 
City. And although the charity of their Judges ſend them Prieſts and Friers to 
direCt their ſoules for Heaven; yet this miferable wretch, Caſtrnchio, ſeeming 10 
way repentant or ſorrowfull for this his foule fat, uttered a ſhort prayer to him- 
ſelte, and ſo cauſed the top-man to turne him over, which hee did, and within 
two houres after his body wasthrowne into the River. But for Borlaty, hee came to 
the Scaffold better reſolved and prepared; for withgriete in his lookes, and tearci 
in his eyes, he therefore delivered this ſhort and religious ſpeech : 4 

That hee grieved in his heart, and was ſorrowfull in ſoule, for this lamentable 
murther of his, committed on the perſon of Plameze, as alſo for ſeducing of © 
ſtruchio to effect it by + na for whoſe death hee affirmed, hee was likewiſe 
exceedingly afflicted and ſorrowfull : That it was the temptations of the fleſh ant 
the Divel], who firſtdrew himluſtfully to ffe@ the faire,chaſte,and vertuous Lady, 
Feliſanna, and conſequently to murther her Huſband, in full hope afteryrards to 
obtaine her for his Wife, or for his Courteſan : That hee was infinitely ſorrowfull 
for all theſe his enormous crimes, forthe which hee religiouſly asked forgiveneſle, 
firſt of God, and then of the Lady Feliſarna, and likewiſe prayed all thoſe who 
were there preſent, to pray unto God for his ſoule; that hee was more careful! 
of his reputation towards men; than of his ſalvation rowards God; and that ns 
neglect of prayer, and of the participation of the bleſſed Sacrament of the Eu- 
chariſt, was the originall cauſe of this his miſery. So againe,commending himſelfe 
to the prayers, and recommending his finfull, yet fotrowfull ſoule into the hands 


of his Redeemer, the ſword of the Executioner at one blow iriade a pp 
1VOICE 
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divorce >=tweene his (oule and his boly, which piouz and courteous ſp2zch of his 
gas as great a conſolation to the vertuous, at his death; as that of Ca/#rxchio was a 
zerrour tothe vitious {petators and auditors : So to confirme the ſentence, the dead 
body of Borlary 1s preſently burnt. | 

An4thus was the bloody lives and deſerved deaths of theſe three irreligiousand 
anfortunare perſons: Of Roxzzo the Laquey : Of Borlarythe Gentlemin; and of Ca- 
ftruchio the Apothecary. And in this manner did the juſtice of the Lord of Hoſts (in 
Juetime) juſtly triumph o're their execrable crimes in their ſharp puniſhments, and 
hamefullends. Pray we that we may reade this their Hiſtory with feare, and as reli- 
gious andgodly Chriſtians, remember theſe their lamzntable murthers with horrour 
;nd deteſtation. 
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| THE CRYING AND 


 Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


HiSTORY XIX: 


kaumarays and hzs brother Montagne, kz// Champigny and Marin (hzs Second) ina DueB; 
Blancheville(zhe widdow of Champigny) in revenge thereof,hireth Le Valley( ſervant to 
Beaumarays) to zzmrther his ſaid Maſter with aPiſtoll, which hee doth; for the which Le 
Valley 3s broken or the wheele, and Blancheville hanged for the ſame. 


boo > 77IIEt all Religious Chriſtians examine their hearts and ſoules, 

VCFG with what face wee can tread on Earth, or looke up to Hea- 
ven, when we ſtab at the Majeſty of God,in killing and mur- 
thering man, his Image, a bloody crime, fo repugnant tona- 
ture, as reaſon abhorres it,a ſcarlet and crying lin ſo oppoſite 
to grace, as God and his Angells deteft it. And yet if ever 
Europe were ſtained or ſubmerged with it, now 1tis; for as 
a ſwift current, or rather as a furious torrent, it now flowes, 
and overflowes in moſt Kingdomes, Countries and Cities 
thereof, in ſomuch as (in deſpight of divine and humane 
Lawes) it is now (almoſt) generally growne to a wretched cuſtome, and that almoſt to 
aſecond nature. A fatall example whereof, this enſuing Hiſtory will report and re- 
te us. W herein Gods Juſtice hath ſo ſharpely and ſeverely puniſhed the perpetrators 
thereof, that if wee either acknowledge God for our Father, or our ſelves for his chil- 
dren and ſervants, it will teach usto be lefle revengefull, and more charitable by their 
unfortunate ends, and deplorable judgement. 
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Willnow relate a fad and bloody Hiſtory, which betided in the faire City of Char- 
tres, (the Capital! of the fertill Countrey of Beawſe) ſo famous for her ſumptuous 
Cathedrall Church, dedicated to the blefled Virgin Mary, as alſo for that Herrythe 
fourth, (that grear King, and unparalleld Captaine of France) during the combuſtions 
a the league,was(deſpight of the lea TT —© faire and pon 
IP i ity 


310 


J_—_— 
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City, as there ſtill dwell ſome Noblemen, and many Gentlemen, in reſpe& of the ſyes 
aire, and goodly Champaigne Countrey thereabouts, (fecond for that to no other 1 
France.) So of late yeeres; there refided two rich and brave young Gentlemen, well g, 
ſcended, being both of them heiresto their two deceaſed Fathers : The one of they 
named Monſieur De Champigny, and the other Menrſrexr De Beanmarays, and their[y. 
maines and Lands lay within ſeaven leagues of this City, in the way towards Vendgſy, 
Now the better to ſee them in theirtrue and naturall Charaftersz They were both 
them tall atid {Jender,and of faire afid ſanguine complexions,and very neere of an age; 
For Champigny was twenty fixe yeeres old, and Beaumarays twenty foure,and yet thel;| 
had a beard,and the firſt none,and of the two,Champigny was by far the richer, but 3g. 
#1arays the Nobler deſcended. Now, to lay this Hiſtory upon its proper ſeat,and nay. 
rall foundation, we muſt underſtand:-that there wag avery rich Counſellour of the Pr 
ſidiall Court of Chartres, named Monnſieur De Roſaire, whoſe wife being deade, letthin 
no other childe, but one faire young daughter, of the age of ſome eighteene yeen, 
named Made#oyſele De Blantheville, very tall and ſlender of ſtature, and of a wan wi 
pale complexion, aid a Coale-blacke haire and eye-browes, and of deportmental 
geſture infinitely proud, coy,and imperious, to whom at one time, both theſe our ty 
Gentlemen, Champigny and Beauwarays were importunate Sutors, and paſſionatek; 
yallsto marry her, in ſo much, as the one of them could difficultly be abſent front 
fathers houſe. and daughters company, but the other was preſent, which engender 
{ome malice, but more emulation between them. But in the end, (after a whole yeers 
reſearch and more) as the Willow was deſtinied and reſerved for Beaumarays, fon: 
the Laurel! for Chawpigny ; for to his joy, Blancheviller deſire, and her fathers conten, 
he marries her. Whereat Beaumarays knowing his birth to be more Noble, and hi 
breeding farre more generous than that of Chawpigny, (though not in outward. ſten, 
yetininward ſenſe) was extremely difcontented and ſorrowfull, but to remedy i 
he could not. | 
In ſuch, and thelike refuſing accidents, diſcretion 1s ever farre better than paſſin, 
and contempt than care. But Bearmarays cannot, or at leaſt will not, be of this temps: 
He forſakes reaſon, to flie to choller, and fo loſeth his reall and folid judgement, intie 
Labyrinth of her imaginary beauty. For being at ſupper in company of ſome fea 


| fixe Gentlemen, where mention was made of Blanchevile, he tranſported with malice 


and revenge towards her, forgat himſelfeſo farre, as (betweene jeſt and earneſt) to 
let fall theſe indiſcreete and raſh words, That fhee was more diſdainfull than chaſe: 1 
ſpeech which he ſhall have time enough bothto remember and repent. The honow of 
Ladies and Gentlewomen ought ſtill to be deare and preciousto all GentlemenofH6- 
nour, becauſe their loſſe thereof can feldome be repaired, but never ſo well or fofully 
recovered, but that there ſtil] remaines ſome ſtaine or blemiſh thereof. This undeſer- 
ved ſcandall of Beawmauray: to his ©u0dam Miltrefle Blanchewille, falls not to the | my 
for the iniquity of our times, and the depravation of our manners are ſuch, astherear 
few companies without a Foole or a Traitor to their friends, and ſome are accompt 
med with both. Monnſieur Marin a Gentleman of Chartres (more vaine than ho 
will make himſelfe one of this laſt number, for hee being ambitiouſly deſirous 0 
ſkrew himſclfe into the favour and familiarity of Blarcheville, (whom from her infancy 
he affefted and loved) reports and tells her this ſpeech of Beauwmarays, whereat ſhee 3 
exceedingly incenſed and exaſperated : But for that time (asa true woman) {heedit 
ſembles her malice and revenge towards him, and ſo rakes up the memory thereotn 
the embers of ſilence; but yet with this condition & reſervation, that thereafter ſhe wil 
take time to make it flame forth (towards him) with more violence and impetuolity 
In the meane time, there falls out an unexpefted and untimely difference betweere 
her Huſband and Beaymaroys, whereat ſhe is {o farre from grieving, as ſhee nj___ 
Bear marays quarrelleth with him fer his priority and precedency of ſeats in the Churd, 


fore 
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(hampigny and Blancbeville, 


Grebimin all proceſitons, as pretending it due to him by his right of extraction and 
propriety. Chaxpigny 1s of too high a graine to yeeld that to him which he never yeel- 
ded, and is therefore reſolute to juſtific his equality of birth, and conſequently, not 
to wrong his Anceſtours in himſelfe. When ſeeing Beaumarays paſſionately bent to 
maintaine and preſerve that which he had undertaken, hee flies to Juſtice, and ſo pre- 
fntly puts him in ſuit of Law for the ſame in the Prefidiall Court of that City. Blanche- 
vile (whoſe pride in her ſelfe exceeded her birth, and whoſe malice and revenge to- 
wards Beanmarays at the leaſt ſurmounted her diſcretion and reaſon) brings no water to 
quench, but oile to inflame this quarrell betwixt him and her Huſband, when ſeein 
them already entred into a deep procefſe of Law ſhee diſdaining to ſee her ſelfe thus 
abuſed, and her Huſband thus wronged by him, can reape notruce of her thoughts,nor 
they any peace of her choller, before ſhee have written him theſe lines, 
W it not enough for thee to have heretofore wronged mine honour in thy falſe and ſtan 
dalows ſpeeches to Mounſieur Marin, and others, but thou muſt now attempt to diſ- 
grace my Husband in the Church 2 and becauſe theſe crimes of thine are ſo unjuſt and odious, as 
they deſerve acknowledgement and ſatisfation from a farre better Gentleman than thy ſelfe 3 


therefore I (peedily exped# the performance thereof from thee, either by thy Letter or preſence, 
which if thou deny us, wee will make thee know, what it js, to abuſe thy ſelfe and us, in points of 


BLANCHEVILLE to BEAVMARAYS. 


theſe high natures, whereof the firft cannot, the ſecond will not admit of any otherexcuſe or ex<= 


jiation. But to write thee now the truth of my minde; as thou haſt heretofore vented mee the 
wdice of thy heart, Thave not as yet acquainted my Husband herewith, or with this my Letter. 
Cider therefore ſeriouſly with thy ſelfe, what thou haſt to doe herein, for the vindication of my 
hmour, and thine owne diſcretion, and as ſoone as Treceive thine anſwer and reſolution, I will 
mt faile ſpeedily to returne thee mine. 


BLANCHEVILLE. 


Having written this her Letter, ſhe is 1treſolute with her ſelfe, by whom to ſend it 
tim, but at Jaſt ſhee ſends it by her Chamber-maid Martha, to whom onely ſhee in- 
tuſteth this great ſecret, and chargeth her to deliver it to Beaumarays his owne hands, 
and to crave his anſwer thereof. Martha being a witty faire maid, of ſome twoand 
twenty yeeres of age, goes to Beaumarays houſe, and ſpeakes with a young man of his; 
named Le Yalley, whotells her, that his Maſter is now buſtle with two Gentlemen in his 
ſudy, and thar ſhee ſhall iminediately ſpeake with himas foone as they depart. In 
the interim, his eyes cannot refraine from amorouſ]y gazing and ranging upon the 
excellency of her bluſhing beauty, and upon her ſweet vermillion cheekes, great 
rolling eyes, and flaxen haire, wherewith his heart at the very firſt encounter, is ſur- 
prized and raviſhed. Here Le Yalley kiſleth and rekifleth Martha, and entertaines her 
with much prattle, and many pleaſant love ſpeeches, yea, then and there loves her ſo 
dearely, as he vowes ſhe ſhall remaine his Miſtreſle, and he her ſervant till death. So 
ſome halfe an houre after the two Gentlemen take leave of his Maſter, and then Le Yat- 
ly brings Marthato him, who orderly delivers him her Miſtrefles Letter and meſlage, 
ſohee wondring at the laſt, receives the firſt, leaves her in the Hall with his man Le 
yally, and ſo ſteps to his ſtudy, and with much admiration, and more laughter, per- 
uſeth this Letter. Here he accuſeth his owne indiſcretion, in ſpeaking againſt Blanche- 
wes chaſtity, and exceedingly condemneth Marizs treachery in revealing it to her. 
Once hee was of opinion to have returned her his anſwer by Letter, but at laſt ſcorn- 


ng her and that reſolution, hee then contrariwiſe reſolves to anſwer her with fi- 


knce, and ſo ſteps forth to Martha, and with a diſdainfull frowning looke, bids her 
tll her Miſtreſſe from him, that her malicious proud and fooliſh Letter ſhall have 
| I 12 no 


&\ 


no other anſwer from him, but contempt and ſilence. Martha yet holds it her duty 
pray him for his anſwer in writing to her Miſtreſſe, but Beaumarays his firſt reſoly. 
tion is his laſt, ſo ſhe departeth from him infinitely diſcontented. But the Maſter is na 
{o unkinde to Martha, as his' man Le Yalley iscourteous; For ke being deepely enamoy. 
red ofher beauty, brings her the one halfe of her way home, and goes into a Mercer 
ſhop, buyes her a faire paire of gloves, and as the pledge of his future afteCtion, be. 
ſtowesthem on her, the which (without farther excuſe or ceremony) ſhee thankfully 
accepteth,and promiſeth him to weare them for his ſake. Martha returning home tohe 
Lady and Miſtreſle,'ſhe.delivers her Beaumarays his anſwer, verbatizz as hee told it her, 
but no Letter. Blanchewville ſeeing her ſelfe thus wronged and lighted of him,in thathe 
diſdaineth to give her any fſatisfaftion, and which is worſe, that he peremptorily refy 
ſeth,and ſcorneth toanſwer her Letter 3 She is ſo ſtrangely tranſported with malice and 
choller towards him for the ſame, as ſhe vowes to cry quittance, and to be revenged 
him 3 but as yet ſhe knowes not in what manner to performe and perpetrate it 3 onely 
ſhee againe reſolves not as yet toacquaint her Huſband therewith, but to attendand 
watch for ſome future deſired opportunity. | 
Two yeeres are almoſt paſt away , wherein Beaumarays and Champigny (to thei 

great colt and charge) doe vehemently conteſtin Law about their Church quarrel for 
precedency, but they doe it farre more out of malice towards themſelves, than ay 
way out of piety towards God. And as moſt of the great Judiciall Courts of Fra 
are too too frequently oppreſſed with Law ſuits of this nature; fo I may aftirmeyij 
as much truth as pity, that this is a fatallrocke, whereon many hot contentious Fred 
ſpirits doe moſt inconliderately ſuffer ſhipwracke. At the end of which time (asthe 
lofle of one party proves ſtill the gaine of the other) the Preſidiall Court of Chat 
pronounceth ſentence in favour of Beaumarays, adjudging him the precedency inthe 
Church, and eondemning Chawpigny in five hundred Crownes charge and dammage 
to Beaurmarys. This thundering ſentence ſo prejudiciall and contrary to Champignylis 
proud wives hopes and expeCtation, drives him into extreme choller, and her outd 
all patience towards Beaumarays. Hee bites his lip with griefe, and his wife inflamed 
with rage at the report and g—_—_ hereof, and although he were once mindedto 
appeale from this ſentence of the Prefidiall Court of Chartres, to the Court of Park 
ment at Parjs, yet being powerfully diverted by his beſt friends, hee asſoone abar 
doneth as embraceth, that reſolution. Hee cannot ſee Beaumeray: but with envie, net 
his wife heare ſpeake of him, but with infinite malice and deteſtation. Shee is all beat 
on revenge towards him, and with her ſpeeches and actions, both day and night,pe 
Cipitates her Huſband onwards to it. And now her old grudge and malice agamſthim 
begins afreſh to revive and flouriſh, and now ſhe thinkes 1t a very fit time and oppor- 
runity, to acquaint her Huſband. with Beaumarays his baſe and ſcandalous ſpeeches 
againſt her honour, the which with mach paſſion, and many teares ſhee effects, and 
alſo ſhewes him the Copy of her Letter, which ſhee ſent him by her maid Myths 
whereunto ſhe informes him, hee diſdainfully returned herno anſwer, but contempt 
and ſilence. Champigny is ſo deepely incenſed hereat againſt Beaurmarays, as his Wi 
needes not many words or circumftances toinduce and perſwade him to revenge ita 
him : when preſently hee being as incapable of delay, as of better advice and cour- 
ſell, he finds out Mariz, who (more in love to Blancheville, than in hatred to Beauarys) 
confirmes as much to him as he would have him affirme. Now, as Blancheville.thinkss 
that her Huſband Champigny will queſtion Beauwarays by the Law of Juſtice, for this Þi 
crime towards her : He(asa valiant and generous Gentleman) fliesa higher pitch, and 
a{iumesa contrary reſolution,to doe it by that of his ſword. When baving prayed,and 
procured Marinto be his Second, and they both agreeing to fight on hoxſe-backe, I& 
(conſulting with nature, not with grace) the very next morning by Serox his foot- 


man, ſends Beaymarays this Challenge. | 
: CHAMPI1GNT 


Gods Revenge againſt M urther. Book 1Y 


145" , ; 44 


rm —co—_zz a_ oi mo Vw IE 


ww was wy Tz 


x #ings ua 


DS, ©& » 


i! 


ES 


——_— 
S i. 


B7TESRTT 


EED 7 


Pr 4 
BEYg 


S 


UM 


Hiſt, XI X. (hampigny and Blancheville. 


z13 


CHAMPeIGNY to BEAVMARAY Ss. 


cc 


thou haſt falſly vomitted forth ag4in't the honour ani chaſtity of my wife. And becauſe 
rrimes of this nature are ſtill odious to 11:1, and execrable to God, and no way to be tolerated 
by 4 friend, much leſſe to be digeſted and ſuffered by a Hucband : Therefore thanke thy ſelfe, if 
(for reparation hereof ) thy folly now call on thy valour, to invite thee and thy Second, to meer 
mand mine, with you” ſwords on horſebacke, on Tu2ſday next, betweene ſixe and ſeven in the 
morning, without the North hedge of the very firſt Vineyard beyond the River, where you ſhall 
fnde wee will atten you, an1comparins the equity of my cauſe, to the injuſtice and infidelity of 
thine, it makes me fully confident, that the iſſue of this Duell will prove glorious for me, and 
ſhameful and ruinows for thy ſelfe. 


: \ $ thy knowledge is Tndge, (0 Moun/feur Marin is witneſſe, what baſe and ignoble ſpeeches 


CHAMPIGNY. 


Seron (according to his charge and duty) finJles out Beaumarays 10a his owne houſe, 
and very ſecretly gives him his Maſters Letter 3 who much mulſing thereat, ſteps tothe 
window, ad there privately reades it to himſelfe; When bluſhing and ſmiling to 
ſe the bold folly of Champigny, the fooliſh malice of his wife Blancheville, and the 
baſe treachery of Mariz towards him, hee 1s ſo couragious and generous, as hee diſ- 
hinesto be out-braved by any man whatſoeverin the point of honour, (which hee 
eſteemes farre dearer and precious than hislife) efpzcially by Champigny, whom he 
holds to be as much his inferiour in valoar as bloa1. He therefore trips to his 
ſtudy, and writes Chanpigny this Letter, th2 which hee returaes by his foot-man in 
ayer of his, 


BEAVMARAYS to CHAMPIGNY. 


; $ Twill not make my ſcIFs Trdge, ſo I deſire not to be witneſſes either of thy wifes chaſtity 


or unchaſtity. It is ſufficient for me to leave her to her ſelfe, and her ſelfe to thee. Ma- 
nnſball have tine enough to repent his treachery towards mee, and thou to exchange thy jea= 
lauſie into Fug: ment. But becauſe Tſce thy choller now exceeds all the bounds of reaſon. for that 
thou art ſo inconſ/tderatly and raſhly audacious, to ſeeke and preſerve thy wifes honour with the 
hſſe and ruine of ine 5 know therefore, that to cheriſh and maintaine it equally with my life, 
Icheerefully accept thy challenge,and doe hereby give thee to underſtand, that I with my ſecond, 
will at the time and place appointed, meet thee and thine on horſebacke, where we doubt not but 
toacquit our ſelves, as our ſelves, and to make thee and thine acknowledge, that our fwords are 
compoſed of a good temper.,and our hearts of a better, and conſequently, that you may, perchance., 
meet with your ſuperiours, as well in valour as in blood and extraFion. | 


BEAVMARAYS: 


He-hath no ſooner ended this his Letter, but he preſently beginnes to thinke of 
his ſecond, when calling to minde his owne younger brother Le Montagne, (a young, 
Gentleman of ſome twenty yeeres of age) is brave and valiant, and that he hath al- 
ready fought two Duells, and in both of them came off with his honour, he ſends for 
bim to his cloſet, and there ſhewes him Champreny his challenge, and his anſwer there- 
unto, and demands of him if he have any ſtomacke to ſecond him at this feaſt, his bro- 
ther Montagne highly applauds his generous reſolution for accepting this challenge, 
thanks him for the honour and favour he now doth him.in making him his ſecond,vow ;, 
that if he had many lives, as he hath but one, he is ready to ſacrifice them all at his feer 
and ſervicez and couragiouſly tells him, he ſhould have taken it for a ſenſible affront, 
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diſgrace and injury, if hee had made choyce of any other than himſelfe : So they both 
prepare their horſes, ſwords and courages againſt the approaching time, and noleſſs 
doth Champieny and Marin. | 6 | 

Beanmaray? andhis brother Montagne conceale this buſineſle from all the world ; and 

Champigny bearesit ſo:cloſe & ſecret, as he makes not his ambitious and malitious wife 
acquainted therewith, butin favour of his love to her beauty, and reputation to him- 
ſelfe, ſmothers it up in filence. Tueſday morning being come, our foure impatient 
champions are in the fields at their Rendez-vous; firſt arrive Chawpigny and Marin, 
andipreſently after them, Beumarays and his brother Mortagze, all of them being brave 
ly mounted upon neighing and trampling courſers: At their entrance, Marin comes 
with a ſoft trot toward Benzzarays, thinking to apologize himſelfe to him 3 But ze 
wrarays is ſobrave and generous, as he is deafeto his ſpeeches, and will not heare him 
bat tells him, that it is ſwords, not tongues, which muſt now decide their difference,and 
prove him innocent” or guilty : So Maris miſling of his aime, he returnes againe upon 
the ſame trot to Charpigny, and now, according tothe order and nature of Duells, iti; 
ordered betweene thoſe foure deſperate Gentlemen, that their principalls ſhall ſearch 
theſeconds, and the ſeconds the principalls, to ſee whether their doublets were any 
more' than ſword proofe, but they might well have ſaved themſelves that labour, fat 
they are all of them too noble and valiant, any way to taint their reputations and ho- 
nours with the leaſt ſhadow or tin&ture of cowardize; ſothey caſt off their double, 
divide themſelves, and then draw, and the firſt muſt, and will try their fortunes, ar 
Changigny and Bexmarays, who being ſome foureſcore paces off, they give the ſpursand 
reinestotheir horſes, and patt as ſwitt as the wind, or rather ſo furiouſly and ſudden 
ly, as two claps of thunder, or flaſhes of lightening : At their firſt encounter, Beamurg: 
runs Cbampiguy through his ſhirt band, into the right ſide of his necke, and Champigy 
him into his left ſhoulder, whereat reciprocally inflamed as Lyons, they make hor 
turnes with their horſes, and ſo fall to it amaine with their ſwords, when againe Bm 
marays gives Champizny two other wounds,and he returnes him one 1n counterexchange, 
whereof neither of them being mortall, they againe divide themſelves to breath,which 
having done, and both of them as yet unſatisfied, they part the ſecond time, at which 
cloze, Champieny miſleth Beumarays, and hurts his horſe 1n the necke, but Beaxmay: 
g1ves Champreny a licke with his ſword ore his forehead, which bled exceeding]y, but 
yetthey arc too couragious to defiſt, as ſcorning, rather than'caring for the numberot 
their wounds. They to it againe the third rime, which proves as fortunate for Jar 
marays, asfatall to Champigny; for ashis horſe ſtumbleth on his fore-feet, Beumargsm 
his bending, runs him thorow the body, a little above his left pap, where his ſword 
meeting and cutting the ſtrings ofhis heart, he preſently,in a fainting and faltering lan- 
guage. ſpake theſe his laſt words : Benzrarays, T forgive thee my death, and God be mirc 
Full unto my Sowle, and with the ſame, fell ſtarke dead from his horſe to the greund3 
W hen Beaumarays, as anoble Gentleman, leapt preſently from his horſe to his aſliſtance, 
and ſodid his owne ſecond, Marin, but their charity and care to him was in vaine, fo! 
already life had forſaken his body, and conſequently, his ſoule was fled to his place: 
So hee lies there gored in his blood, and whiles Mariz was covering of his breathlſ 
body with his cloake, Bennumarays ſheathes up his ſword, and with hands and eyes ele- 
vated to heaven, rendreth thanks to God for this his victory. 

No ifooner hath Montagne congratulated with his brother Beaumarays for his good 
fortune, but with a heart and courage worthy of himſelfe; hee calls out to his Rival 
Marin, and bids him prepare to fight; When his brother Beaumarays notwithſtanding 
his lofle of much blood, doth infimitly defire to ſpare his brother Montzcne from tigh- 
ting with Mariz, and fo to perfornie it -himſelfe. But Montagne is too couragious and 
generouseither to underſtand this motion, or to reliſh this Janguage from his brotht, 


ant fo in hot words and high termes, he peremptorily tells him': Thur hee comme tofl 


with Marin, awd fieht he would 5 whereupon bis brother Beanamarays gives him his pr m_ 
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commits him to his good fortune.and ſo with his cloake muffled about himsfits downe a 
Speftator to their combat : When Montagne remounting his {tzed, he cals put againe to 
Marir and bids him prepare to fight. : 
Maria no way appalled or daunted with the unfortunate diſaſter of his principall, but 
rather the more exaſperated and incouraged thereat, he asa valiant Gentleman vowes 
toſell and requite his death deerely on the life of his adverſary Moztaere : to which end 
they divide themſelves and draw, and ſo part each towards other, Il know not whether 
with more {wittnelle or courage 3 At their firſt encounter Mariz runnes Montagne into 
the ſmall of the belly of a ſleight wound, and in exchange he cuts Muriz a great !]aſh on 
his left cheeke, which hangs downe and bleeds exceedingly, When preſently cloſing 
zgaine, Montage runnes Marin into the right thigh, and he him in requiral into the right 
ame, and then they divide themſelves to take breath,and all theſe their wounds being 
asyet incapable to appeaſe or ſatisfic their courages, they preſently determine againe to 
fall toit with bravery and reſolution; When behold the Marquis of Be/ary (the Titu 
King of 7vetot ) with two Lords his Sonnes,and their traine pafleth that way from Cher- 
tres to goe tO Paris, and ſeeing two Gentlemen on Horſebacke in their ſhirts with their 
ſwords drawne,he iudgeth it a Duel}, when he and his two ſonnes gallop into the little 
neddow toyning tothe vineyard to prevent and part them, but they came too late; for 
Moztagne and Marin ſeeing them ſwiftly galloping towards them.,they(to preventthem) 
with more haſte then good ſpeed, ſetſpurres to their horſes the ſooner, and at this their 
ſecond meeting Montagne warding Marins ſword and putting it by, doth at the very 
ame Inſtant runne him thorow the body a little below his navell, -of which mor- 


all wound, hee fell preſently from his horſe dead to the ground, uttering onely theſe , 


yords:O Mortagne,thou haſt ſiaine me:Thou haſt ſlain me,Ged receive my Seule:and then and 
there without ſpeaking a word more immediately dyed. | 
No ſooner hath Moztagre wiped and ſheathed up his ſword, but his joyfull brother 
Rararays galops up tohim, and cheerefully congratulates with him forthe ſame : 
When inſtantly the Marqueſle of Be/ary, and the two Lords his fonnes, arrive to them, 
though alittle too late 3 They are aſtonithed to fee two proper Gentlemen lie there 
flaine inthe field, and reeking in their hot blood 5 when turning to Beazmzarays and his 
brother Mon'agne, whom they knew, they congratulate with them for their victories, 
and the Marqueſle;as brietly as his time and their wounds will permit,enquires of them 
the cauſe of their quarrell,and the manner and particulars of their combat, whereof be- 
0g fully informed and ſatisfied by them, hee ſends the dead bodies of Champigny and 
Marin to Chartres 1n his Coach 3 And underſtanding by Bearmarays and his brother Mox- 
ine that for the preſervation of their ſateries and lives, they were reſolved to leave 
tres and Beauſſe, and ſo thwarting ore Normandy by Everenx and Le{ieux,toembarke 
themſelves for Caer, and thence to paſle the Seas into Exglard, till their friends in their 
abſence had procured their grace and pardons from the King, as alſo that they were 
deſtitute both of Chirurg1ons to dreſle their wounds, and of a guide to condut& them 
thither ; Hee very nobly gave them his owne Chirurgion and guide, and promiſing 


them likewiſe, to labour with the King to the utmoſt of his power, for their peace, hee 


paſſeth on his journey, and commits them to the beſt fortune. A ſingular, yea, an ho- 
nourable courtelie of this brave old Marqueſle of Bef/ary, whole deſerts and fame I 
ould __ wrong, if I gave not the relation and memory of his name a place in 
IS FHILTOTY. | 
; Whiles thus the Marqueſle of Be/ay 15 travelling towards Parzs, and Beauwmarays and 
brother Montagne polting for Caen, come we briefly toChartres,which now reſounds 
and rattles with/the report and flue of this combate; where Gentlemen and Citizens, 
and all (according totheir paſſions and affetions)ſpeake differently thereof; ſome 
condemne the wii of Beaumgrays,others the folly and treachery of Mariz,but all doe 
highly extoll the courage and generolity of Champrigxy and Montagne. But leave wee 


m to their cenſures, and come wee againe to ſpeake of #/anchevitle, who takes the 
nevies 
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newes,of this untimely death of her Huſband ſo tenderly and forrowfully, that ſhe ;x 
ready to drpwne her {clfe1n teares 3 Itis notonly a grief to her heart to ſce, buta terrcy 
to her conſcience, to know, that her Huſband Champiegny, and her friend Marin, hay: 
both of them loſt their lives for her ſake, and when againe ſhee falls on the conſider. 
tion and remembrance, that the firſt died by the hand and ſword of Beaumarays, her 
mortall enemie,and the ſecond by that of his brother Mortagre,then ſhe is againe read 

to burſt her heart and breaſt with ſ7ghing thereat-She is ſo uncapable of Counſel. as ſhe 
will heare of no conſolation, nor ſpeake of any thing but of her malice and revenge to- 
wards Beaumarays, and to write the truth, this implacable wrath and revenge of hers 
to him, takes up all her thoughts and ſpeeches, her contemplations and actions, and 
both her time and her ſeclfe. To whichend ſhe converts moſt of her Corne and Wine 
into money, goes to Pars, caſts her iclfe at the Kings feet, and to the feet of that great 
and illuſtrious Court of Parlianret for Juſtice, againſt Beaumarays, the murtherer of her 
Huſband, the which againe and againe, ſhee aloud reſounds and ecchoes forth to their 
eares,yea, her rage is ſo great, ana her malice ſo outragious towards him,that notwith- 
ſtanding his body is abſent, yet ſhe ſpends five hundred Crowns in Law to have him ac- 
cording to the Law and Cuſtome of Fraxce tobe hanged up in effigie - But althoughher 


 ſute be juſt, yet (by reaſon of his great friends in Court) ſhe ſces her ſe]fe ſo unforty- 


nate, that ſhe cannot ubtaine it. W hereupon.atter twelve moneths vaine ſtay in Parj, 
and a profuſe expence of money,ſthe (with much-griefe and ſorrow) ſecretly vowesto 
her ſelfe.that if ever he returne againe to Chartres,or which ismore, into France.that he 
her ſelfe will be both his Judge and Executioner, by revenging her Huſbands deathin 


| his, and from this belliſh reſolution of hers, ſhee deepely ſweares, that neither Ear 


nor Heaven fhall diverther. 
Now, to follow the natural! ſtreame and tide of this Hiſtory ; Wee muſt againe 
bring Beaumarays and his brother Montagne on the ſtage thereof : For the Reader muſ 


- underſtand, thattheir wounds being dreſſed and ſecured, having beſtowed both their 


horſes on the Chirurgion and guide, the two ſervants of the aforeſaid Marqueſledf 
Bellary,ard likewiſe written him a thankfull Letter for his honourable courteſie exten- 
ded to them, and therewith likewiſe prayed him to ſolicite the King for their Grace and 
pardon in their abſence, they privately (without any followers) embarque themſelves 
uponan Engliſh veſlel] at Caez; and ſo with a proſperous gale, arrive at Re, and from 
thence tzke horſe for London, where they ſettle up their aboad and reſidence, from 
whence Beaumrarays ſends to Charires for two of his foot-men,and his brother Montane 
for one of his, which come over to Loxdon to them ſome fixe weekes after, and brings 
their Maſters word, how earneſtly and violently their adverſaries follow the rigour 
and ſeverity of the Law againſt them in Parzr, but eſpecially againſt Beaumarays ; they 
receive theſe advertiſements, from their ſervants and friends, rather with griefe than 
contempt, and therefore to prevent their malice, and their owne diſgrace and danger, 
they often write from Loxdoz to Paris, to the Marquefle of Beary, and likewiſe tothe 
Biſhop of Chartres (their deare friend and kinſman) to haſten their pardons fromthe 
King : So that Noble Lord, and this reverend Prelate, pitying 'their danger and ab- 
ſence as much as they wiſh their ſafety and returne, take time at advantage, and the 
King in a well diſpoſed humour, and ſo doe moſt effeCtually and powerfully acquaint 
his Majeſty, how theſe two abſent Gentlemen and brothers, Beaumarays and Montag, 
were without juſt cauſe or reaſon,. provoked to this unfortunate combate by their 
adverſaries; that they were the Challenged, not the Challengers; that heretofore 
they had never committed any aCt unworthyeither of their honour, or of themſclves: 
That for their vertues and generolity, they were beloved of all their Countrey and ac- 
quaintance : That they bad formerly received many Wounds in his Majeſtics warres3 
and thattheir valour ard courage was ſuch.that in theſe times, which threatened more 
troubles than premiſed peace, they would undoubrely prove happy and receflary 


members for .his ſervice, y/ith many other prevailing motives ard reaſons nw 
Ser.” that 
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that way 5 which at laſt ſo wzigh dowae the heart and mind= of the King, that he 
freely conceded and gave them their pardons under his great Seale, the which to 
make the more authenticalt, they cauſed them to be enregiltred and confirmed by the 
Court of Parliament of Parze, and thereupon both the Marqueſſe and Biſhop joyntly 
and ſpeedily writ tothem thereof from Paris. And after ſome five moneths of their 
ſtay in London, they ſend them over theſe their Pardons, which are delivered to them 
by the Earle of Ti{ieres,then ordinary Ambaſſadour there for this preſent French King, 
Lewis x:i4i.the which they receive with infinite honour, content, and joy. 

This good newes of theirs makes them now like the ayre of Fraxce,betterthan that 
of England. So they ſpeedily pack up their baggage, leave London, and with all cele- 
rity poaſt away Dover, Callais, and Paris. Where being arrived, the firſt thing they 
doe, they finde out the Marquis of Bellay, and the Biſhop of Chartres, to whom they 
owe their peace, as they doe their lives to the King : To whom they expreſle a thou- 
ſand demonſtrations of thankfulnefle for this their honour and favour ſhewed them. 
They likewiſe burne with deſire to teſtifie fo much to the King, when the Marquis, ſe- 
conded by the Bithop, prefent them to his Majeſtie, who falling to his feet, hee gives 
them his Royall hand to kiſſe. They can better expreſle their thankfulneſle in deeds 
than words to him, and in language of their ſwords, than in that of their tongues : On- 
ly they tell his Majeſtie, that having received their lives of his meere clemencie and 
Royall favour, they moſt humbly therefore implore him to grant them the favour and 
honour ,, that they may ſpend and end them in his ſervice. Heeallowes of their zeale 
and humility, and to redouble his fxvour, hee gives them againe his hand to kiſle, ad- 
ding farther to them, that it is rather likely than impoſſible, that hee ſhall ſhortly have 
occaſion to uſe their ſwords and ſervice, and fo diſmiſleth them. 

Theſe our two brothers remaine a moneth in Paris, wherem almoſt daily they ten- 
der their thankfull reſpects and ſervice to the Marquis and Biſhop, at the end whereof 
kaving their duties, and receiving their commands, they take horſe and returne home 
for Chartres, (from which by reaſon of their diſaſter they have beene ſo long abſent) 
where all their kinsfolks and friends welcome them home with infinite delight and 
joy, yea, almoſt all Chartres and the Gentlemen thereabouts, exceedingly rejoyce of 
their fortunate and ſafe ceturnes. Onely the Parents of Marin doe envie Montagne dee- 
ply, and Blancheville, the forrowfull and incenſed widdow of Champigny, hate Beans 
rs deadly. As tor Montagne,he makes ſuch good meanes and friends,that in leſſe than 
two moneths he obtainesa perfect reconciliation ofthe firſt ; but although Beauma-ays 
have made many faire overtures and proffers of attonement by his friends to the ſe- 
cond,yet in {1x moneths he ſees it 15 wholly impoſſible for him to procure it of her, and - 
which is worſe,ſhe is ſtill ſo outragious and revengefull towards him.that he thinks he 
tever ſhall ; for ſhe diſdainzs to fee him, and ſcornes to heare ofhim : and ſtill her ma- 
lice and indignation againſt him, makes her conſtant in her former helliſh and bloudy' 
reſolution, that by one meanes or other (hz will ere long marther him, as he hath her 
Husband : A fearefull and moſt execrable reſolntion, every way un worthy the heart 
ofa Gentlewoman, and farre more the ſoule of a ChriſHan. 

In the former part of this Hiſtory we have underſtood the affe tion of Le Yalley(Bear- 
merays his man) tu Martha Blanchevilles Chambermaid. Inthe middle thereof we have 
remarked and (eene the implacable intended malice and revenge of Blanch-ville to- 
wards Bean/4rays . And w2e (hill not goe farre b=fore the end hereof will enforme us 
what mournefall fruits, and deplorable effects, theſedifferent accidents and perfons 
will procure us. Zo, | | 

"As there is no love to that ofa man, ſo I am of opinion, that there is no malice com- 
parable to that of a woman, and ifthe truth deceive not my judgement herein, I be- 
leeve we ſkrall ſhortly ſee the Antitheſis of this poſition made good and verified inthe 
perſons of Le Y2!l'y, and Blancheville. For whiles Le Valley is lovingly thinking and in- 
reating all poſſible m2anes: how he miy marry Marth: 5 10 is Blanchevill: minlicioay 
| pondering 
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pondering and ruminating with her felfe how or by what meanes or agents ſhe may 
murther Beamarays. Thus we ſee that the heart of the firſt 1s as full of kindneſle and 
courtelie, as the mind and reſolutions of the ſecond is of cruelty and bloud. New the 
Redier for his better information , will I hope remember, .that in all this time of two 
yeares and upwards, ſince Le Yalley firſt ſaw and ſpake with his ſweet heart Martha, in 
his Maſters houſe, that there hath paſt many love tokens betweene them, but as yet he 
could never draw herconſent to marry him 3 for ſtill fhee tels him that ſhe loves her 
Miſtreſſe ſo dearely, that ſhe will not depart from her ſervice, nor wed any man, with- 
out her free conſent, and therefore that they have farre more reaſon to doubt than to 
hope of this match berweene them, conſidering the lamentable accident and diſaſter 
which hath paſt betweene their Maſters, Le Valley ſeeing he muſt firſt winne the M- 
ſtreſſe, before he can wed the maid, with his ſweet hearts adviſe, reſolves to ſeeke 
Blanchewvilles conſent thereto, the which he doth in faire and orderly tearmes. Blanche 
ville who had formerly heard aninkling how dearely Le Valley affected her maid Mar 
thain the way of marriage, now by this his motion thereof to her ſelfe, ſhe is fully con- 
firmed thereof. When obſerving more paſſion than judgement, as well in his affedi- 
on to her maid, as in his ſpeeches to her ſelfe, ſhe preſently ( being induſtrioas in her 
malice, and vigilant in her revenge towards Beaumerays) forgets God and all goodneſl, 
abandoneth all Chriſtianity and humanity, and ſo the devill brings her a plot, orelſe 
her owne heart and head fetcht it from hell : She thinkes that this poore ſervant[; 
Valley, isa fitagent and inſtrument for her, either to poyſon or piſtoll his Maſter Bear 
marays todeath , and that his love to her maid Martha, and his conſideration of her 
freſh youth and beauty, is a ſufficient bait, and powerfull lure to make him under- 
take and performe it, and hereon ſhe ſettles up her bloudy reſolution. To which end 
Blancheville having already ſufficiently woven this treackery in her heart, and cloſely 
and finely ſpunne it in her braines, ſhee politickly gives Le YValley more hope than de- 
ſpaire, that hee ſhall ſhortly marrie her maid Martha ; onely ſhe tells him the muſt firſt 
conferre with her, to ſee how ſhe ſtands afteCted to him, and that if he repaire to herx- 

aine at the end of the weeke, ſhee will then aſluredly give him ſuch an anſwer, as ſhe 
Joubts not but will content and pleaſe him, or elſe the fault ſhall be his : But tocon- 
clude her ſpeech, ſhee chargeth him not to ſpeake or utter a word hereof to his Maſter 
Beaumarays, all which Le Valley faithfully promiſeth her to performe. He goes fromthe 
Miſtreſſe to the maid, and reports what ſhe hath told and ſpoken, ſotheſe young folkes 
flatter themſelves, that they very ſhortly ſhall be man and wife. Blazxchewille (whole 
heartand minderunnes wholly upon a bloudy revenge towards Beanumarays) no fooger 
underſtands that Le Valey is gone forth her doores, but ſhe ſends for her maid Marths 
into her chamber, where {no way acquainting her with her bloudy intent and policie) 
ſhe chargeth herto ſweare that ſhe will never marry Le 7 alley without her free confent, 
and that in the end ſhe ſhall not repent the following of her adviſe and counſel! herein, 
which Martha ſolemnly doth, whereof this malicious and vindictive Dame isexcec- 
dingly glad and ſatisfied. The end of the weeke being come, away comes.Le Yalleyto 
his ſweet heart Martha, toknew if the be ſhortly reſolved to marry him, who having 
beene perfectly taught her leſſon, tells him plainly, that ſhe will be his wife, condito- 
nally that he can gaine her Miſtreſle Blaxchevilles conſent thereunto, but never without 
it. Whereot he being exceedingly joyfull, hee.giving her many kiſſes, intreats her 
to bring him to her Miſireſſe, and that hee hopes to receive pleaſing newes from her,to 


both their contepts. Blancheville (with much longing impatiency) attends his com- 
- ming, and receivesand welcomes him into her Cloſet with a cheerefull countenance, 


where bolting the doore, this helli{h Eryznis (not heavenly Urania) paſſionately tels 
him, that itſhall be 1mpoſlible for him ever to enjoy or marry her maid Martha, ex- 
cept he firſt ſweare to her to performe a ſecret buſineſle for her, ' which infinitely con- 
cernesher content and ſervice. Le alley defires to know of her whatitis, but ſhe firlt 


[weares him to f{ecrecic hereip, both from Martha, and from all the world, the _ 
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hee freely ſweares +. When Blencheville ( with hypocriticall, yea, with diabolicall 


reares in her eyes)being inſtructed and prompted by the devill, repreſenteth vnto him, 
how fouly bis Maſter Bea#warays had firſt wronged her chaſtity and honour, then abu- 
{dher Huſband.in the Chuzch, and afterwards killed him in the field, and therefore 
that he ſhould not onely marry her maid Martha, but that ſhe would likewiſe give him 
three hundred Crownes of marriage money with her, ( if for her ſake, and at her re- 

ueſt) he would kill his faid Maſter, either by Poyſon, Ponyard, or Piſtoll, of which 

mme ſhee told him he ſhould have the one halfe in hand, and the other when he had 
performed it, the which if he refuſed to doe, ſhe ſwore by her part of Heaven, that he 
ſhould never marry her, nor come neare her. 

Le Valley is amazed and aſtoniſhed at this bloudy propoſition and requeſt of hers, 
the which ſhe might well perceive by the diſtraction of his lookes, and the perturba- 
tion of his countenance. He tels her, that although he loves Martha farre dearer than 
his life, yet he cannot finde in his heart tokill the pooreſt Chriſtian in the werld,much 
lefſe ſo good and fo deare a Maſter as Beawmarays was to him. Blancheville ( being now 
asſabtill in her malice, as ſhe was malicjous1n her revenge towards Beaurrarays) ſhewes 


LtValley the three hundred Crownes in faire gold) which was farre more than ever be- v 


fore he had ſeene, Tels him what a deare friend ſhe will ever remaine to him and his 
wite, and (in a word) leaves no lure unpraQtiſed, nor charme unattempted, todraw 
him to the enterprize of this deplorable, and to the execution of this helliſh fat. Bar 
fading him as frozen as ſhe was fiery therein, ſhe bids himto take a weeks time to con- 
fider thereof, then to bring her his laſt reſolution, and withall to remember his oath of 
kcrecie herein from all the world, both which points hee conſtantly promiſeth her to 
performe. As he deſcends the ſtairs from her, his ſweet heart Martha comes preſently 
tohimto know the minde and reſolution of her Miſtreſle, whom hee thinks good then 
to fatisfie with this pleaſing anſwer, that hee hopesa ſmall time will worke and com- 
paſſe both their deſires. So after a few kiſſes and embraces,they for that time take leave 
each of other. He is no ſooner returned home, but his hearts as penſive and ſorrow- 
full, as his minde and braine is perplexed and troubled for the cauſe thereof. He con- 
ſalts with himſelfe, and his reſolutions are as different as his defires. He cannot as yet 
finde in his heart to kill his Maſter, and yet hee can reſolve rather todie than to loſe 
Maths his Miſtreſle. True it is, that the ſight of the Lady Blanchevzlles gold doth a& 
wonders in his hearts, but farre more the ſight and remembrance of 'Marthas ſweer 
youth and delitious beauty : So the firſt tempts him exceedingly, the ſecond extream- 
ly, and the devill in both of them infinitely 3 yet notwithſtanding his faith and foule 
are ſo ſtrong with God, that hitherto hee cannot conſent or be drawne to imbrue his 
hands in the innocent bloud of his Maſter. But here befals an unexpeRed accident, 
which violently precipitates and throwes him headlong on the contrary reſolution. 
His Maſter Beaurmarays ( not for want of any reſpect or love to Blamrheville, but be- 
cuſe hee perfectly knew ſhee extreamly hated him) having formerly charged hisman 
Le Valley that he ſhould not frequent her houſe , nor no more dare to ſeeke her maid 
Martha in marriage, the which he confidently promiſed him he would : He now under- 
ſtands that contrary thereunto, his man Le alley the very day before was there,and con- 
anued ſtill an earneſt ſutor to her 3 ſo he hereupon calls him to him, and gives him five 
or fix ſound boxes on the eare, for his difobeying him, and vowes that if hee ever any 
more returne thither, and ſeeke Marthain marriage, he would utterly caſhier him,and 
wholly diſcharge him from his ſervice. Le Yate not accuſtomed to receive blowesof 
bis Maſter, was ſoextreamly incenſed hereat, as diſdaining the blowes forbis Maſter, 


and his Maſter for the blowes ſake, they engender ſuch bad bloud in him, ashee pre- J 
{ently ſtrikes a bargaine, firſt with his choller, then with the Devill, that hee would” 


now adhere to the requelt of Blaxcheville, and ſo ſpeedilyretarne his Mafter a ſharpz 
rquitall and bloudy revenge for the ſame 3 and indeedfrom that time forwards tee 


never looked on him but with an eye of hatred and deteſtation. So:without farther - 
ay; 
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lay, the: ame night as {oone as his Maſter was gone tobed, he trips away to Blaxche- 
villes houſe, informes her at large what had paſt betwixt his maſter and himſelfe , ang 
therefore aflures her that hee is fully and conſtantly reſolved to murther him within 
three or foure dayes, if ſhee would performe her promiſe to him, to give him the three 
hundred Crownes, and that alſo within a moneth after he ſhall marry Martha, where. 
at Blancheville being, beyond meaſure joyfull, ſhe faithfully and ſolemnly ſweares him 
the performance thereof, when (asapledge of thereſt) ſbee preſently payes him 
downe the firſt Kundred and fifty in gold, the which Ze alley joyfully purſeth up. But 
the receit thereof ſhall coſt him deare. | 

From the intended matter of the murther of Beanmarays, theſe two agents of. $a- 
tan and Hell, Blancheville and Le Valley, proceed to the manner thereof, ſhe propoſeth 


thatinfernall drugge poyſon, but he rejedtethit, as dangerous to be bought, and dif- 


ficult to be applied. And becauſe ſhe diſlikes to have him ponyarded, therefore they 
both conclude and agree; that he ſhall piſtol] him to death, and this 1s their definite, 
cruel], and helliſh reſolution. Le Yalley having thus diſpatcht his bulineſſe with Blax- 
cheville, and taken leave with kitles of his ſweet Marthay ( who poore ſoule is as inno- 


®cent, as they two are wholly and ſolely guilty of this deplorable conſpiration) hee puts 


a cheerefull countenance on his revengefull heart, ſoreturnes bome, and the very 
nextday gets his Maſters pocket piſtoll, which hee loads with a brace of bullets, and 
watcheth every day and houre for a defired opportunity to ſend him to heaven. $0 
the third day after Monſieur Meztagre going abroad a hawking with his brother 
Hawks and Spannels, and taking almoſt all his men ſervants with him, and leaving I: 
Valley to waite and attend on his Maſter, then and there this fata]l occaſion anſwered 
his prodigious expeCation. For that very Fore-noone , his Maſter Beaumarays com- 
ming from the houſe of office, hee calls up Le Yafey to him in his chamber to truſſe his 
points, which wretched Villaine hee 1s buſte in pertorming, but alas, in moſt barbs- 
rousand bloody manner : For as that good and Noble Gentleman thought of nothing 
leſle than of his danger or death, then this monſter of nature fingering his hinde points 
with his left hand, very ſoftly drew his Piſtoll out his pocket with hisright, and then 
and ther=(with an infernall courage and audacity)ſhot him into the reynes of his back, 
nearely oppolite to his heart, whereof hee preſently fell downe dead to the ground, 
without having either the power or happineſle to utter one prayer or word whatfſo- 
ever. but onely two or three ſmall fainting, or indeed dying groanes. 


This bloudy and execrable wretch Le Valley, ſeeing his Maſter dead, hee triumphs | 


in his good fortune, to ſee what a brave Butcher he had proved himſclfe in ſo ſpeedily 
and neatly cifpatching him. Whento put the better varniſh on his villany, and foto 
make it appeare tothe world,that his Maſter was his owne murtherer, he taketh the pi- 
ſtoll and placeth it in his dead right hand.layes the key of the Chamber upon theTable, 
and the doore having a ſtrong Spring-lock, puls & ſhuts it faſtafter him. When againe, 
to make his innocency the more cleare and conſpicuous to the world, hee ſpeedily and 
ſecretly taking a horſe out of the ſtable.a Hawke on h1s fiſt, and a Spanniell at his heels, 
and ſo very joyfully and cheerefully gallops away to the fields, where(after ſome houre 


- atleaſt, or houre and halfe at moſt) hee finds out Monſieur Montagne, and tel1shim 


his Maſter diſpatcht him to him with a freſh Hawke, which was his beſt and chicfeſt 
Gaſhawke. They Hawkeall day together, and Ze Valley ( as accuſtomed) is very offi- 
cious and diligent to Monſieur Moxtagze,who towards night returnes home to Chartres, 
having (betweene them all) taken eight Partridges and one Pheſant. Hee arrives at 
his brothers houſe, where mifling him, he gives the Pheſant and foure of the Partridges 
to the Cooke todrefle for their Supper 5 when afterwards againe miſling his brother 
Beaumarays,and enquiring for him, the meniall ſervants of the out-houſes tell him they 
ſaw him not to day. Supper being preparing, and the Table covered, hee ſends upLe 
Valley toJooke himin his chamber, who returnes him this anſwer, that his Maſter is not 


there,but the doore is ſhut; Montagne marvelleth at his brothers long(& ponRowen) 
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abſence,and ſo doe all his ſervants. They finde his Cloake, Rapier and Belc, hanging 
np at a pili in the Hall, and therefore deeming him not farre, but at ſome neigh- 
hours houſe, hee ſends Le Yalkey one way, and the reft of the ſervants to other places 
to finde him out 3 but whiles they ſecke after him; Le Yalley (favoured by the night) 
tips away ſpeedily to the Lady Blanchevilles houſe, and there moſt briefly ini {e- 


cretly acquaints her how bravely he hath diſpatched his Maſter that forenoone; ſhe 


cannot containe her ſelfe for joy of this ſweet newes, nor expreſle it to him in lefle 
than a kifſe, hee ſajes hee will tell her the reſt to morrow nighe, and then come and 
receive the remainder of her promiſe to him, the which ſhee againe and againe 
ſweares to him, ſhe will performe it with a ſurpluſage and advantage, ſd hee kiſſeth 
his ſweet heart Martha, and againe difpeeds himſelfe home : Where he and the reſt 
of the ſervants who were ſent intothe ſtreetes, returne Montagne no newes of their 
Maſter his brother : Supper being more than fully ready, his long miſling of him, 
doth at laſt bring himmuch doubt, and ſome ſuſpition and feare of his welfare. ' It 


; runs ſtill in his minde, that hee may be yet aſleepe in his Chamber ; wheretore hee 


aſcends thitker with Le Palley, and others of his ſervants, who oall aloud, and bounce 
amaine at the doore, but they heare noatſwer nor ſpeech of him.the which doth the 
more augment his doubt, and redouble his feare of his brother : At laſt hee com- 
mands them to force and breake open the doore, but it being exceeding thicke and 
ſtrong, they cannot. Mowtagre,s tender care of his brother;doth by this tiine infinitely 
increaſe his feare of him, which at laſt ſo powerfully ſurpriſeth him, that hee pre- 
ſently commands a Ladder to be ereCedtohis brothers chamber window towards 
the garden,and ſends up one of his Laqueyes with a torch to looke into the chamber. 
the Laquey forceth open the caſement, and then thruſt in his torch firſt, and his head 
after, which hee ſpeedily withdrawing very paſſionately cryeth out : That his Ma- 
ſter hath murthered himſelfe with his piſtol], and lies there dead all goared in his 
blood. Mortagre at this lamentable newes, teares his haire, weepes, and cries out a 


naine for ſorrow thereof, and ſodoe all his ſervants: Among whom Le Valley is ob= - 


ſerved to be one of the molt, who weepes, and cries mightily thereat. Montagne be- 
ng almoſt as dead with griete and ſorrow hereat, as his brother Beaumardys was with 
his wound 3 he bids the Laquey to teare downe the caſement; and to enter and un- 
locke the doore, which hee doth : So hee with Le alley, and the reſt of the ſervants, 
aſcend and enter the chamber, where (to their unexpreſlible griete and ſorrow) they 
ke this mournfull and murthered perſonage, with the diſcharged Piſtoll faſt in his 
hand, and the key of the chamber doore on the table, as hath beene already expreſ(- 
led. Once Mortagrze thought that his brother might be robbed and killed by thieves, 
but ſeeing all his trunks faſt locked, and then opening his ſtudy doore,and finding all 
tis gold, ſilver and Jewells there in good order, he abandons that ſuſpition and jea- 
louſte, and then both he and they all believe, that he hath abſolutely murthered him- 
lelfe. The report of this tragicall and ſorrowfull accident ſounds loud in the ſtreets 
of Chartres : Montagne ſends tor the Kings Attourney, and the Fifſcall to ſee, and for 
Chirurgions to viſit his dead brothers body, they all concurre'and agree in opinion 
with Montagne and his ſervants,and ſogenerally affirme and conclude ; That Beaznz- 
19: hath (with his little Piſtoll') ſhot himſelfe into the backe with a brace of bullets, 
whereof he died, which is ſweet mulick and melody to Le Yalley,but his wormewood 
and gall comes after. And now Mortagze with all requiſit order,ſtate and decency,ſo- 


kmmzeth his brothers funerals.8& not only all Chartres,but all Beavſſe,S all Gentlemen 


whoknew him, yea, the Biſhop of Chartres, the Mar. of Bellary, and the King himſclfe 
much lamented & bewailed the unfortunate loſſe of this noble & valiant Gentleman: 
The griefe and ſorrow of Moritagee for his brothers untimely death, is the joy and 


telicity of Le Valley and Blarcheville 3 for as he triumplics, ſo for her part, ſhe is ſo ex-' | 


temely delighted and raviſhed with this ſweet newes,as at their next meeting(which 
5 the very next night) ſhe gives him his hundred and fifty crowaes, and becauſe 
K k he 
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he hath diſpatched hisMaſter Beaumarays ſo ſpeedily and ſecretly, ſhe therefore take; 
a Diamond Ring off her finger (worth one hundred crownes) and likewiſe o1Ves it 
him : When to make good her oath and promiſe to him, (as alſo tomake his preten- 
ded joy compleate) the very ſame day moneth after, marrieth him to her maid 1. 
tha. But marriages thatare founded and cymented with innocent blood, never haye 
proſperous ends. Now is Blanchevi#e proud in her revenge for the death of her mor- 
tall enemy Beawnrarays, and now likewiſe 1s Le Valley (in his conceit and minde) 
rapt up into the third Heaven of joy, ininjoying hts faire and ſweet wife Marthazand 
neither of thera hath the conſcience to thipke of,or the grace to repent this foule and 
bloody fact of theirsz Which, (when they leaſt dreame thereof) we ſhall ſee God in 
his ſacred mercy in Juſtice, will ſpeedily detect, revenge and puniſh, as the ſequel 


thereof will declare and informe us. . - | 

As the matter and manner of the detection of this lamentable murthey of zeax- 
marays proceeded primarily from God, ſoit did ſecondly from his ſorrowfull brother 
Montagne, who wanting all other witneſſes and evidence (and wholly guided by fa 
cred power, and ſwayed by divine influence) wasled to it by foure remarkeable cir- 
cumſtances and conſiderations, every way worthy of our knowledge and retention, 
The firſt was his finding and peruling of Blanchevil/es Letter to his brother Beaumarg, 
(which formerly we have ſeen)wherein he obſeryeds wonderfull deale of inveterats 
malice towards him from her: the ſecond was LeYaleys ſudden marrying of her cham- 
ber-maid Martha, by the which hee conceived,'that that ſuſpicion ſtrongly refleded 
on her, and this on him : The third was from the fight of the Diamond Ring which 
Le Valley wore on his finger (being the ſame which wee have formerly ſeene Blaxck:- 
ville to give him) for Montagye believing that he had ſtollen it from his dead brother, 
his Maſter, he challenged him for it by order of Law,when Le Yale to cleare himfelfe 
of this pretended theft, was enforced to informe both him and the Judges, that it was 
given himin marriage with his wife, by the Lady Blancheville her Miſtreſle, the which 
confeſſion of his, indeed, added much ſaſpition and jealouſie of them both tathe 
heart and minde of Montage, as believing that it muſt be ſome extraordinary tye and 
ſervice, which ſhould make Le Yay capable to deſerve ſo great a bounty and reward 
of her. But the fourth and laſt conſideration was farre more powerfull and prevalent 
with him, than all the three former, to ground, his ſuſpition againſt LeYaZey for thu 
murthering of his brother, and wherein the Reader may deſervedly admire and won- 
deratthe celeſtiall providence and juſtice of God, which moſt miraculouſly and di: 
vinely appeares herein 3 for the ſame day two moneths after the murther of Beaume- 
rays, and the ſame day moneth that Le Yaey married his wife Martha, it pleaſed the 
Lord (in his ſecret pleaſure and juſtice) to ſend him a'Gangreen in his right hand, 
which beginning to extend and ſpread, his Chyrurgions, to ſave his life, adviſed his 
ſaid hand ts be ſpeedily cut off, which was accordingly performed. 

This ſuddenly cutting off Le YaPeyes right hand by advice, of his Chyrurgions, 
brings terrour to him. feare to Blancheuille, and aſtoniſhment and admiration to Men- 
tagne, who (led by the immediate ſpirit and finger of God) doth now confidently be- 
heve, that it was that hand of his which piſtolled his brother to death, and thatit 
might be rather probable than impoſſible, that Blancheville mought be the Authour, 
od he the actor of this cruell murther. Wherefore grounding this his ſtrong ſuſpition 
upon the piety and innecency of his brothers life 2nd diſpoſition, as alſo on his owne 
foure former premiſed ſerious conſiderations and circumſtances, hee neither can nor 
will take any contrary Law or peace of his thoughts; But goes to the Sereſhall, and 
Kings Attourney of that City, and accuſeth Le Yalley to be the murtherer of his bro- 
ther Beaumarajs. The wile and prudent Judges, advertiſed the Preſidiall Court there- 
of likewiſe : So they preſently cauſe him tq be apprehended and impriſoned for the 
ſame; they charge him with tis crue]] murther committed on the perſon of his Ma- 


ſter,but he ſtoutly denies it with many fearefull oathes and imprecations ; But his 
crime 
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crime being greater than his Apologie, they adjudge him to the rack, where in the 
middeſt of his tortures,God ſo deales with his heart and preyailes with his ſoule, that 
heeconfefleth, it was he' who murthered his maſter Beaumarays with a piſtoll charged 
with a brace of bullets, and that hee was hired'to performe it by the Lady Blaxcheville, 
who gave himthree hundred crownes in'gold, and a Diamond ring to effeCt and fi- 
niſh it- At the reJarion and confeſſion whereof Montage: and the Judges, exceedingly 
admire and wonder, and being by them apgaine demanded if his wife Martha were 
not likewiſe acceſfary with thetn in this murther, hee freely and coriſtantly told then 
that ſhee was not, 'arid that he would take it to his death, that ſhee was every way as 
Innocent, as himſe}fe and Blaxcheville her miſtris were guilty thereof. 
The:Judges of this Court ſpeedily ſend ſergeants away to apprehend Blexcheville, 
who is fo farre fromthe apprehenſion or feare of any danger, as ſhee dreamiesnot 
thereof : They find herin her owne houſe playing on her lute, and finging in compa- 
ny of many Gentlemen, and Gentlewomex her friends : The Serjeants {eizeonher, 
and tells her accuſation and crtme, whereat ſhee is amazed and weepes exceedingly; 
and nolefſe doe thoſe who are with her ': 'She is brought before her Judges,” who 
ſtrongly accuſe her for being the Author of this cruell murther of Zeanmarays,and ac- 
uzint her with Le Valleys full and free confeſſion thereof,as we have formerlyunder- 


ood - When here ſometime with'teares, -and thenagaine with paſſion and choller, | 


ſhe tells che Judges,that Le Yalley is a devill & a villaine,thusto accuſe her falſely: Thar 
ſhe never gave him a ring or three hundred crownes todoe it, and takes God to wit- 
nefſe that ſhe is wholly innocent of thatmurther. Bur this poore and paſſionate Apo=- 
logie of hers, will not paſſe current with her Lyncee-eyed Judges, who cauſe her to 
be confronted with Le Valley, who ſtands firme to his former accuſation apainſt her, 


md yet her faith is ſo weak with God, & ſo ſtrong with Satan,as with many cryes and 


curſes, ſhe againe and againe cryes out and proteſteth of her Innocency : They pro+ 
dace her ring, and part of her gold, but ſhe boldly deniesand ſtoutly forſwearsboths 
$o they preſently adjudge her to the rack, whereto with much conſtancy ſhee permits 
her ſelfe to be faſtened : But at the very firſt touch and wrench thereof', her'dainty 
delicate limbs not able to brooke thoſe exquiſite torments, God was pleaſed tobe ſo 
ome and mercifull to her ſole, as ſhe preſently ( with many teares) cries outthat 

e was the guilty Authour of this horrible murther, and ſo in all points andeireum- 
ſtances concurres and agrees with Le Yafegs depoſition and accuſation againiſt her ; 


| Here her Judges againe demand of herif her maid Martha were never acceſlary or 


conſenting with her and Le Palley inthis their bloudy fa&, but ſhe vowes to themxthat 
upon peril! of her ſoule, ſhe was abſolutely mnocent thereof, ſo hereupon this our in- 
humane Lady Blazeheville 1s againe looſed from her tack , and brought away to the 
Tribunall of Juſtice, and folikewiſe is LeYalley, where Montagne and the Kings at- 
tourney preſently crave judgement of the preſiderits againſt theſe two murtherers, 
who after a long and a religious ſpeech which they made,both to them and toall who 
were preſent upon this bloudy fac and crime of theirs : They conclude and adjudge 
leYalley the very, next day to be broken on the wheele alive, and Blajicheville then 
likewiſe tobe Tanged: which gave matter of Univerſall ſpeech and admitation to all 

Chartres and Beauſſe. | 2-5 70 yl "= | 
Wee have ſeene the perpetration and dereftion'of this inhumane and lamentable 
murther, committed by theſe two unfortunate wretches Le Yalley and Blanchewille : 
And now (by the mercy and Juſtice of God) wee ate come to ſee the triumphs of his 
revenge to fight againſt them 1n their condigne puniſhments for the ſame. They by 
their Judges are that afternoone returned againe to their priſons, and the 
fame night are there effeQually dealt with by Divines, who-( out of Chriſtian 
charity) dire and prepare their ſoules for Heaven. Sothe next morning about 
ten of the clocks they ar brought to the common place of execution in Chartres, 
where a world of pzople attend to bee ſpCtators of theſe their unfortunate ends and 
K k 2 | deplorable 


bk a 


read. Beet y. 


deplorable tragedies: And:firlt Le Valley aſcends the ſeaffold,who is ſad and penſiye, 
and ſayeslittleel{c ineffectbut this, thatit. was paul Blanchevillks gold, but chiefely 
his love'toher maid, his wife Martha, who firſt drew him to murther his deere mg. 
lier Braurra"ays, whereof hee afhrmed he was now heartily repentantand ſorrowfull, 
and.befought the Lord to pardon him; He here tooke:t to his death that his ſaid wife 
Maribe was every way innocent ofthis murther, and: therefore beſeeched Monſieur 
Mong eenc,' tobe andcharitableto-herafter his death, whom hee likewiſe pray. 
edty forgive.him,, when uttering a few-4ve- Maries tohimſelfe, and often marki 
hiojfelfe with the fagne of the croſle : He-was by 'his Executioner preſently broken og 
the wheele, whezeot he immediatly dyed. 

\LeFgllexwasno loanerdiſpatched, but up comes our Female monſter Blanchevill 
onthe. Ladder, whoſe youth and beauty drew pitty fromthe hearts, and teares from 
theeyes af moſt ofher ſpeQators : imhencountehance ſhee was very ſad and mourne- 
fall, -and-yct I amenforced to canfeſle this truth of her., that (in the Jaſt Scene and 
atof her life)ber pride and Vanity ſo farre uſurped on her judgement, her piety,and 


her ſoule, that ſhee-came here to.take her laſt leave of the. world, apparelled in a rich 


black.razed fattingowne, a crimſon damaske pertie-coate, laid with white ſattin 
1ards,,apich cutworke falling:band, her baire all ſtrewed with ſweet powder, dec» 
ed wath white ribban knots and: rofes, and a ſnow white paire of gloveson her 
hanfls, ſo ſhee there cravesleave of the people to a few words before ſhe dies 
which witha well compoſed countenance, and behaviour, ſhe doth in-theſe:tearmes 
_; Shefaid that her deare and-tender affection to her huſband Champigny occaſioned 
herdeaflly hatred and malice to Beauwrarayr; and that as ſoone as ſhe had (laine himin 
therfeld, ſhe in revenge thereof inſtantly refolved and vowed to fend him to heaven 


" after him : ſhe affirmed that ſhe was now ſorrowfull from her heart and ſoule,thathhe 


had cauſed Le alley to killthis his maſter, alſo that ſhee was ſo unfortunate and miſe> 
rable, as now to {ee him dye for her ſake and ſervice, in requitsll whereof ſhee ge 
all hex apparel}, and ſome of her plate and Jewels to her old maid,now his new wife 
Martha, whom ſhee affirmed in preſence of God and his angels, was no way guilty 
orconſenting to this lamentable murther, which ſhee beſeeched the Lord to pardon 
and forgive her ,ſhe likewiſe beſought Montagne & Martha to forgive her, andentrey 
tedall:who were preſent to pray to God for her foul, ſhe conjured all Ladies & Gew 
tlewgmen who were ſorrowfull eye-witneſles of her untimely death, to beware by 
her unfortunate example,and ſo to hate malice and revenge in themſelves as muck as 
ſhelaved it : When againe praying all her ſpeCators to pray to God for her, fhee ab 
ter a few Pater-noſters, and Ave-maries was turned over. | 
. Andthus wasthis lamentable, and pu deſerved death of theſe two bloudy wret- 
ches-Le Valley and Blanchewille, and in this ſharpe manner, did God juſtly _ and 
puniſh this their horrible crime of murther : Whoſe untimely and unfortunate deaths, 

left much griefe to their living parents and friends,and generally to all who either 

ſaw orknew them. May we read thistheir Hiſtory, firſt to the hohour of God, 
and then to our owne Inſtruction and reformation: That the ſight and re- 
 membrance of theſe their puniſhments may deterre us from the 
impiety and inhumanity of perpetrating the like 
bloudy crimes, Amen. 
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THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 
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His TokY XK WM 


Lorenzo wmmrthereth his wife Fermia 3 He ſome twenty yeares after(as altogether unknowne) 
robbeth his(and her) ſonne Thomaſo,who likewiſe (not knowing Lorenzo to be his father”) ' 
doth accuſe him for that robbery, for which he is hanged. | 


Hoſe who(by the perniciuusin{tigation,and fatal] temptatt- 
on of Satan) doe wilfully imbrue their hands in inno- 
cent bloud and fo make themſelves guilty of murther, are 
no longer men, but have prodigiouſly metamorphoſed 
themſelves into the nature and quality of devils. Andas 
after this their crime, they are worthy of all true Chriſti- 
ans deteſtation, iomoſt commonly ( without Gods fa- 
ving grace and mercy) their hearts are to obdurated with 


MS 1-8 

ES impenitency of ſecurity, and thc1r fouls ſeared up and 
| abandoned to all kinds of atheiſticall prophanenefie and 
wpiety, that they are ſo farre from thinking of God, asthey beleeve there is no 


God, and fo farre from fearing of his Jac Sema and puniſhments, as they 


ae deſperately confident they have not deſerved any : But becaule their hearts and 
ationsare as tranſparent to Goc'seyes and knowledge, as Gods decrees, and reſolu- 
tion are 1nviſible to theirs, therefore (deſpight this their blindnefle and the devills 
malice and ſubtilty to obſcure and conceale it) this world will aftoord them no true 
peace, - nor this lite produce them any perfect tranquillity : But whereſoever they 
goe or live, their guilty thoughts and conſciences as ſo many helliſh bloud-hounds 
ll inceſſantly purſue and follow them, till in the end they drag them to condigne 
lame, miſery, and confuſion for the ſame : which this ſubſequent Hiſtory will ve- 
N= and make good to us, in a wretched and execrable perſonage, whom it mourne- 
ly preſents to our view and conſideration. Let us read it in the feare of Gad, that 
ve may weigh that benefit by it which hn_ good Ghriſtians to make. . 
| | Kk 3 | t 
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[ £3 isnot the meanneſle of the perſonages, but the greatneſle and eminence of Gag; 
Judgements,which hath prevailed with mee to give'this Hiſtory a place among my 
others - The which to draw from the head-ſ{pring, and originall, wee muſt yn- 
derſtand, that in Jtaly, (the Garden of Europe, as Europe 1s that of the whal: 
world ) and inthe City of Gezova, (feated upon the Mediterranean Sea, which 
the Italians for the ſumptuouſneſle and ſtatelinefle of her buildings, doe juſtly ſtil: 
and entitle, proud Genova) neare unto the Arſenall upon the Key, there dwelt(of 
late yeares) a proper tall young man, of a coale blacke haire, ſome twenty five 
yeares old, named AzdreaLorenzo, who by histrade was a Baker, and was now be. 
come Maſter of his profeſſion and kept forth his Oven and-ſhop for himſelfe ; where- 
in hee was ſo induſtrious and provident, that in a ſhort time hee became one of the 
prime Bakersof that City, and wrought to many Ships and Galleyes of this Eſtate and 
Seigniory : Heein few yeares grew rich, was proffered many wives, of the daugh 
ters of many wealthy Bakers, and other Artificers of Gezova, but hee was {till cove. 
tous, and ſo addicted tothe world, as he could fancy none, nor as yet be reſolved 
perſwaded to ſeeke any maid or widdow in marriage, fith hee knew it to bee one gf 
the greateft and moſt important actions of our life, and which infallibly drawes with 
it, either our chiefeſt carthly ftelicity or milery. 

But as marriages are made in Heaven, before conſummated onearth 5 So 7 orenz) 

z0ing on a time tothe City of Savorua, which (both by Sea and Land) is tome twer- 
ty little miles from Genova, and heretofore wasa free City and Eſtate of it fclfe, bu 
now ſwallowed upin the power and opulencie of that of Gexova, he there fel] inlove 
with a rich Vintners daughter, her father named Tuan Baptiſta Moron, and ſhee Firmis 
Moron, who was a lovely and beautifull young maiden, of ſome eighteene yeare; 
ofage, being tall and {lender, of a pale complex10n, and a bright yellow haire, but 
exceedingly vertuous and religious, and endowed with many ſweet qualities and 
perfecions 3 whoalthough thee were fought in marriage by divers rich young men, 
of very good families of that City, with the worlt of whom ( either for eſtate orex- 
traction) Lorenzo might no way compare, yet ſhee could fancie none but him, and 
hee above all the men of the world ſhe(ſecretly im her heart and mind) defired might 
be her Huſband. Lorenzo, (with order and diſcretion) ſeeckes Fermia in marriageot 
her Father Meror, who 15 too {trong of purſe,and too high of humour to matchh 
daughter to a Paker, or to any other of a mechanicall protefiion, and ſo gives hima 
flat and peremptory deniall. But Lorenzo finds his daughter more courtcousand 
kinde to his delires, for the being as deeply enamoured of his perſonage, as hee wa 
of her beauty and vertues, after a journey or two which hee had made to her at 
$4v0na, {hee conſents and yeelds to him to bee his wife , conditionally that hee 
can obtaine her fathers good will thereunto, but not otherwiſe 5 which Lorenzo yet 
feared and doubted would prove a ditiicult taske tor him to compaſle and procure; 
for her father knowing Feria to be his owne and onely childe and daughter, and 
that her beauty and vertuous education, together with the conſideration of his owne 
wealth and eſtate, made herevery way capable of a farre better Huſband than Lores- 
zo < Asalfo that his daughter inreaſon and religion,and by the lawes of heaven and 
earth, was bound to yeeld him all duty and obedience (becauſe of him ſhee had for- 
merly received both life and being) therefore hee was reſolute that Lorevzo ſhould 
not bave his daughter to wife, neither would hee ever hearken to accept, or conſent 
to take him for his ſonne in Law, 

Lorenzo having thus obtained the heart and purchaſed the affeCtion of his ſweet 
and deare Fermia, hee now ( out of his fervent defire and zeale to ſee her made his 
wite, and himſe'fe her Hufband) makes it both his ambition and care ( according to 
er order) to draw her father Morey to conſentthereunto, wherein the more 1mpor- 
tunate, humble.ang dutifull hei(both by himſelfe and friends) is to Moypy,, the more 
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-mperious, averſe, and obſtinate is heto Lorenzo, as diſdaining any farther to heare 
of this his ſuit and motion for his daughter. But Lorexzo loves the daughter too ten- 
derly and dearely thus to be put off with the firſt repulſe and deniall of her father, 
and ſo (notwithſtanding) he againe perſevereth in his ſuit towards him, with equall 
humility and reſolution : He requeſteth his conſent to their affeGtions with prayers, 
and his daughter Fermia (having formerly acquainted her father with her deare and 
inviolable love to Lorexzo) the now prayes him thereto with teares : But (as one who 
had wholly wedded himlelte to the ſingularity of his owne reſolution and pleaſure) 
he againe proudly refuſeth him with diſdaine, and peremptorily reje&eth her with 
choller and indignation,and ſo ſecretly vowes to himſfelfe, and publiquely ſweares to 
them, that he will firſt die, and ſalute his grave, before ever hee will permit him to 
marry his daughter. Which unkind anſwer and thundering reſolution of his, proves 
the extreme griefe of his daughter Fer-7a, and infinite affiiction and ſorrow of her 
Lover Lorenzo, Who hereupon areenforced to beare up with the time, yea, andto 
make a vertue of neceſlity, by ſeparating their bodies, but not their hearts and aftecti- 
ons.. So he retrnes to Genova, and ſhee lives and remaines with her Father in $ovoxa, 
having no other comfort left them in their abſence, but hope, nor no other conſola- 
tion, but ſometimes to viſit each other with their Letters, which they doe. 

Old Moron now finds his young daughter Ferwza, farre more penlive, reſerved and 
ſorrowfull than heretofore, and therefore although he grieve to ſee her affetion in- 
tangled with this Baker Lorenzo, yet he rejoyceth to ſee, that he comes to Savora, as 
alſo to underſtand that his daughter hath no way ingaged her {&]fe to him in promiſe 
of marriage, but with the condition of his free will and conſent thereto, which as 
heretofore, ſo now againe; he deeply ſweares, hee will never be drawne or perſwa- 
ded togrant. And the ſooner and better eternally and fully to daſh theſe their irregu- 


larloves and affections, hee thinkes it fit for him to provide, and requiſite to preſent 


his daughter with another Huſband : To which end hee gives her the choyce of two 
or three proper young men, and of very good families in Savora, but ſhee will have 
none of thery, for her affection 1s ſo deeply fixed, and conſtantly ſettled on Lorenzo, 
thatſay her father what he will, or doe he or they what they can, he can hardly draw 
herto ſee, much leſle to ſpeake with any one of them : Whereat hee calls her fooliſh 
Gigglet, and fond Girle,agd ſweares,that he will wholly renounce her for his daugh- 
ter, and abſolutely diſ-inherit her, and leave her a begger, if ſhe marry Lorenze, and 
then and there flies from her in rage and choller, and leaves her alone to her 
ſelfe, to entertaine herdiſconſolate and ſorrowfull thoughts, with a world of fighes 
and teares. 

As for the Letters which paſle from Gezova to Savona, and that are alſo returned 
from $avona to Genova, berweene theſe our two Lovers, Lorenzo and Fermia, deeming 
them impertinent to this their Hiſtory, I have therefore purpoſely excluded, and for 
order and brevities ſake omitted them : The which entertained their time,and tooke 
wp their affections and patience ſo long, that three yeeres ate now paſt and blowne 
over, ſince they firſt ſaw each other, and ſince Lorenzo firſt motioned Moroz for his 
conſent to marry his daughter, during all which long tract of time, which to thoſe 
our two young Lovers ſeemed at leaſt ſo many ages, The Reader is prayed to un- 
derſtand and take notice, that Lorerzo hath made five or ſixe journeyes from Genova 
to $avona, to ſee his Fermia, and hath importunately requeſted her father Morey for 
his conſent, and that at leaſt as manytimes ſhe likewiſe hath imployed all her Parents 
and friends towards him, yea, and hath beene more often on her bended knees 
to him to begge it, but all theſe their requeſts and ſolicitations towards him prove 
Vaine. 

"When Lorenzo at laſt confidering and remembring, that hee had uſed all the law- 
fullmeanes he could poſibly invent, and Fer-1ia all her beſt indeavours and inventi- 


mywhich'lay in her mortall power to draw her father Morow to their deſires and + 


wiſhes 
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wiſhes of marriage, and that neither they, nor all the world, could prevaile with him, 
he thinkes it now high time (as well for the ſettling of his fortunes and trade, as al{o 
for the confirmation of his hearts content) to lay cloſe fiege to his Fermia, that (not- 
withſtanding her fathers refuſall) ſhe would conſent and yeeld to marry him, and ſo 
very ſecretly by night to leave him and Savona, and to come live and die with him- 
ſelfe in Genova, telling her; that although hee had never a Duckaton of marriage mo. 
ney with her from her father, yet that God had given him eftate and meanes enough 
to maintaine her and his family, in full and plentifull proſperity, and that he would 
be a thouſand times more tender and carefull of her than of his owne life. Thus 
with a world of ſweet words and ſugred promiſes and perſwaſions, this ſweet and 
faire young maiden (contrary to her former wholeſome, vertuous and obedient re- 
ſolutions) 1s atlaſt, drawne and tempted away by him, now to p-ove diſobedientto 
her father, yea, and to forſake and flieaway both from his houſe and himſclfe. $9 
Lorenzo having to that end ſecretly provided himſelfe of a fine ſmall Frigot, of foure 
oares on each lide, he therewith comes by night into the key of Savora, (which the 
policy of the Genoueſles (now their Lords and Superiours) have dammed up, and 
made uncapable of ſhips of burthen, that thereby all the trade and commerce by Sea, 
way arrive to their owne capital] City) where giving notice to Fermia of his bein 
there,ſhe (taking her beſt clothes,and other chiefeſt neceſlaries with her) in the dead 
time of the night, when her father and his ſervants were faſt in ſJeepe, and all things 
being huſhed up in ſilence, ſeemed toeonfpire to her raſh and inconſiderate eſcape, 
ſhee by the Garden doore, iſſued forth to Lorexzo,who there received her with much 
joy, and many kiſles, and ſo conduds her to the Frigot, where the wind (in favour 
of this their clandeſtine flight) proving very faire, they hoyſe up ſaile, and carely 
the next morning arrive at Genova, where (within two houres after) Lerexzo conduds 
her to Saint Saviours Church, and there very ſecretly, (yet (ulemn!y) eſpoulſethand 
marries her. But, O Feria, how I pity thy youth and beauty, thine innocency and 
indiſcretion,thy few yeeres, and many vertues,thy aftection and misfortune.and thine 
Ignorance and credulity, ſo raſhly and diſobediently to flie from Savora to Genova, 
and totake (or rather to ſtcale) away thy ſelfe from thy Father, purpoſely to give 
thy ſelfe in marriage to Lorexzo, for which indiſcreet and diſobedient faCt of thine, 
it 1s not unpoſlible for thee to ſee this enſuing polition verified +nd confirmed in 
thy ſelfe, That there is nothing ſo eaſie in young people as to commit errours, nor ſo 
difficult as to repatre them. 

Whiles thus our young married couple celebrate their nuptialls in Genova with 
delight and joy, old Moros the father, grieves and ſtormes thereat in Savona, for the 
ſudden flight of his Caughter : When fearing and believing that Lorenzo had ſtollen 
heraway, he ſecretly makes enquiry thereof at his houſe of Genova, from whence he 
hath perfeCt notice, that ſhe is there, and married to him, whereat hee paſſionately 
converts his griete into choller, both againſt her and him, and (in regard of this their 
diſgraceand diſhonour offered him)moſt conſtantly vows to himſelfe,and to all, who 
are neere him,that they ſhall never touch nor injoy the vallew of one Duckaton of all 
hisEſtate and wealth, a<long as he or they live, and that he will not once ſend after 
them, nor ever hereafter ſee them, which ſharpe vow and bitter ſentence againſt our 
Lorenzo and Fermia,wee {hall be enforced to ſee him tov carefully to keepe, and too 
ſeverely and punctually to performe. ; 

Some ten daies after this marriage of Lorenzo and Fermia, when their wedding 
joyes and pleaſures had given them ſome truce and time to conſider of their worldly 
aftaires, becauſe they know and repute it folly, to thinke to be able wholly to live by 
love, Lorenzo conſidering the injury and As which he had offered his father in 
Law, Moron, in this ation, and therefore very deſirous yet now againe to ſeeke his 
conſent and good will to this their marriage, that thereby hee may participate .and 


- ſhare of ſome part of his wealth, hee determineth ſhortly ro ride over to Savors 
to 
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; hims and with hjz beſt reſpe&s and duty to comply and labour with him for a re- 
) | condiliatip?5; and -yetinevertheleſſe, he thinkes it very fit, and holds it moſt expedi- 
- | ext, thathis wife in the meane time, ſhould firſt excuſe her ſelfe to her father by her 
> | Letter, the which ſhe doth in theſe termes : 

| 


0-4 FERMIA to MORON. 


A Lthowghthe canſeiand manner. of 'my departure from you and your houſe make mee more 
A warthy,ofiyour indignation than of your pardon, yet when you ſhall pleaſe to remember 
thatyau are 7ny father, and.my ſelfe your onely childe and daughter, and that God and his ho- 
| pChwrch hath of Lorenzo-my friend, now made him my huchand, and alſo that for the terme 
three-mholeyeeres, Iwith teares and prayers, came many times proſtrate to yoit on my bended 

to obtaine yaur conſent thereunto, then Thope you will at leaft excuſe, if not wholly forget 
adpandon this.error of mine Orif theſe reaſons be not powerfull enough to intercede with 
yur diſpleaſure, I moſt hambly beſeech-you further to confider that herein I have neither blenei- 
bedner diſeracedyour o__ with any point of diſhonour ;, For as I came to my Huchands 
, Wl ledaprre Firgingſo-T will live &- die with him a chaſte wife;and that as this clandeſtine flight 
o i admerriage of mine was the firſt, ſo it ſhall be the Laſt at? / wry diſobedience towards you- 
d BW Some ſrraliportion of your wealth at aur firſtbeginning, will doe my Husband and ſelfe a great 
s I dulcof good in onr trade, but this I leave, as ts your conſideration, ſo to your pleaſure 5 Ons 
I hindl humility and duty (as low as the earth, and lower if T could) 1 deſire your bleſſing ts 
h = ar, audimplore your prayers to God for me, the which inreligion you cannot, and in nature 
t Wl thopeyoru will not deny me. My Husband will ſhortly ſecond this Letter of mine to you with 
} Bl bipreſerce, andwill then commit that taske to his tongue, which Thave now obediently im* 
s i pidard commanded to wy per : And my prayers ani hoper, and his promiſes and vertnes 
d i dr afſure me, that (inhis reſpeF#s and ſervice to you) you ſhall ever finde him to be as mach 
d i wwrſervant as your ſonne in Lav. God ever proſper your age with health, and bleſſe your 
© i bedlth with proſperity. ; 
4 | FzxRMIA. 


C, Moron received this Letter in Savoza, and underſtanding by the meſſenger who 
n F brought ir, that it came from his daughter Fermia,from Genova, he was at firſt in ſuch 
ſo I afret and fume of choller thereat, as hee once thought to have throwne it into the 
fre, without vouchſafing to read it : But after he had made three or foure turnes in 
h FI tis Parlour, and ſo ſomewhat abated the violence of his paſſion and choller, he then 
Ie res fo much time fromhis pleaſure, and ſomuch patience from himſzlfe, as he 
nds up the ſeales thereof, and peruſeth it,the which as ſoone as he had p-rformed, 
* Þ} keinpreſence of the meſſenger who brought it, teares her Letter in pieces,and then 
ly Þ Gllenraged with choller) throwes it into the fire, whenagaine turning himſelfero 
i | him,he bad him tell the Gigglet his daughter, That her carriage had beene ſo baſe, diſobe= 
10 I dient, and ingeratefull to him, that hee diſclained to returne her any anſwer to ber Letter, and 
ll ff war very ſorry that hee had ſo much deſcended from himſelfe, as to have received andread it : 
& | When without once enquiring of him how his daughter did, yea, without giving the 
ur } meflenger any reward, or which is lefle, without making him drinke, he haſtily and 
0 }| chollerickly flings from him, and will no more ſee or ſpeake with him. Who retur- 
, | ning toGemona, and reporting 'to Lorenzo and his wite what cold entertainment his 
Letter and himſelfe had of her father Moron in Savona; ſhee grieves and ſtormes 
ly | thereat publiquely, and hee privately, and at their firſt relation and knowledge of 
dy | thisherfathers unkindnefſe in anſwering her Letter with filence, they looke each on 
ether with their countenances compoſed, partly of diſcontent, and partly of ſorrow, 
Ms || and for her part, ſhee cannot refraine from teares, till at laſt, her Huſband Lorenzo 
nd | fleps toher, when (4 much to diſfipate her griefe, as todiſſemble hisowne) he gives 
#4. | bermany ſmiles, and comforts her with theſe ſpeeches : That acccording to her _ 
m1le 
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| oble (in her Letter) to her father, he will the next weeke goe over to him, and will 


then beare himielfe ſo'reſpeCtively towards him, that he hopes his preſence ſhall pur. 
chaſe hisaffeftion, which herLetter could not, ſo ſhe hereat remaines better ſatisfied 
than her Huſband contented with this harſh carriage, and unkinde reſolution of thei 
father towards him. | 

Now ſome cight daies after, Lorenzo rides over to Savors, (handſomely clad, and 
rather above than below his quality) and putting up his horſe in an Inne, hee alittle 
before ſupper time, . goes to his father in Law, Morons houſe, where enquiring of his 
ſervants for him; they tc ll him he is above in his Chamber, when deſirous to ſee and 
ſpeake with him, one of them ſteps up to him, and informes him thereof; Whereat 
Moros ſtarting up, asif he had beene ſuddenly awaked out of a dreame,he at the firſt 
mention and name of Lore#zo,but eſpecially of that of his ſonne in Law,ZTorerzo, bolts 
himſelfe faſtin his chamber, and then calling up his ſervantsto him, hee flatly char 
geth them to deny his being within to Lorezzo, and as ſoone as he 1s gone forth, to ſhut 
the doores againſt him, and 'at any hand, not to admit him into his houſe, for that 
his.pleaſure and reſolution 1s neither to ſee nor ſpeake with him. Lorexzo bites the lip 
at this baftte of his ſervants,firſt, to ſay their Maſter, his father in Law was witbin.and 
thenin one breath to contradict and deny it. When for that time he holds it diſcreti- 
on to depart, pocs to his Hoſtary (or Inne) to Supper, and returnes thither againe 
ſpeedily after,bat findes the ſame anſwer. So then fearing the truth, that his father ig 
Law was (infallibly) within, and yet would not be within, he returnesto his lodging, 
and in much choller, betakes himſelfe tohis bed, but this diſcourtefie of his fatherin 
Law will not permit him any ſound reſt, but onely affords him many broken diſcon- 
rented ſJumbers. Thenext morning, very earely, he returnes thither againe, to ſec 
and ſpeake with him, butthe firſt proved the laſt anſwer of his ſervants, whereatLy 
renZo (all nettled with.choller and anger) takes horſe, and rides away for Gexova. 

Allow we him by this time returned to Gezova, where he truely and fully relates to 
his wife Fer-77a, the diſcourteſte of her father towards him, from point to point, u 

we have formerly underſtood, which (poore ſweet {oule) exceedingly grieves het 
heart, and infinitely p-rplex<th herminde and thoughts, but how to remedy it, ſhee 
knowes notz for as{he knowes,fhe(by her diſobedient flight and marriage againſt her 
fathers conſent) hath committed a great fault towards him, ſo now ſhee ſees, that (of 
neceſſity) ſhe muſt owne and make the beſt of it : When he comforting his wife with 
encouragement, and ſhe reciprocally encouraging him with comfort,they referrethe 
iflue of this their fathers pleaſure or diſpleaſure unto God; but yet rather hoping 
than deſpzixing, that a little time will make him more tractable and flexible to their 
deſires, they paſle away their time merrily and ſweetly together; he proving a courte- 
ousand loving Huſband to her, and ſhe a kinde and dutifull wife to him. Hee excee- 
ding provident to get and thrive by his trade, and ſhe as carefull in her houſe and fa- 
mily, to ſave what he gets, and thus in ſixe moneths after, - neither goe nor ſend 
to their father, thinking and hoping, that although it be unlikely, yet it isnot impol- 
fible but that hereafter of his owne|free accord and good diſpoſition and nature, hee 
may ſhortly exchange his diſpleaſure into courteſie, and his malice into affeQion to- 
wards them : but as yet, they ſtill finde the contrary, for in all this time, he never ſends 
to them, nor ſomuch as once hearkens after them. 

At theend of ſixe moneths,Lorenzo prayes his wife Fermia to ride over to Savenato 
ſce what alteration this long time hath wrought 1n her fathers affeftion,and ſorecom- 
mends her portion from Him, to her care and remembrance, but reſolves not to write 
to kim becauſe of his unkindneſle tohim at his laſt being at Savora. Fermia (more in 
obedience to her Huſband, than out of her owne willingneſle or deſire) accepts of this 
journey, but ſtill ſhe feares that ſhe ſhall finde her father to be one and the ſame man 
in his diſcontent and diſpleaſureagainft them.. But yet in regard ſhe is his owne fleſh 


and blood, his onely childe, and therefore a great part of himſelfe, ſhee yet _ 
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ter (elfe with this hope, that he cannot be ſo unnaturall to her, as hee was unkinde to 
her Huſband. Shee comes to $avera, but looke what entertainment her Huſband Lo- 
2x20 found from her father,the ſame in all reſpe&s and points doth ſhe,and no other- 
wiſe : For he will neither ſpeake with her,no nor ſee,nor permit her.cither to lije,cate, 
or drinke in his houſe, but moſt uncourteouſly and unnaturally cauſeth his doores to 
be faſt ſhut againſther; yea, and to adde cruelty to his unkindneſſe, he is extreme an- 
ory with his ſervants, for daring to admit her to ſpeake with him,and with her Aunt 
ayna(his owne lifter) for receiving and lodging her. 

Our ſweet Fermia the daughter is extremely perplexed, afficted, and grieved at 
this her fathers bitter unkindneſle and cruelty towards her, the which ſhe [ales with 
many ſighes, and confirmes with infinite Rivolets of teares, which trickle downe her 
beautifull cheeks as ſo many pearled drops of dew on bluſhing and fragrant damaſke 
Roſes: Whenagaine imploying her aforeſaid Aunt Alcyza, and likewiſe intreating 
father Bernardin De Monte, her Fathers owne ghoſtly father, to perſwade him in her 
behalfe, which they doe. Burt atlaſt, ſeeing the requeſts of the one bootleſſe, and the 
ſpirituall exhortations of the other vaine and to no effe&, then as ſhe came from Ge- 
(ous to Sawona, with ſome hope and joy, ſo is ſhe againe conſtrained to returne fron 
$200u4 to Genova,with infinite griefe and deſpaire; Where from point to point (be- 
twixt anger and teares)ſhe relates to her huſband Lorexzo,the unnaturall diſcourteſie 
which her Father had offered her : Whereat as before,ſo now he againe diſſembleth 
bis diſcontent thereof, and with many ſweet ſpeecbes, and ſome few kiſles, ſeekes to 
comfort and pacifie her : But ſtill the remembrance hereof fticks deepe in her mind, 
:ndyet farre deaper in his thoughts, for the knowledge of his father in Law Moroxs 
dicourteſlie firſt offered to himſelfe,and now to his wife in $avora,being known and 
repoxted to many of his neighbours and friends in Gezzova,they ſcoffe and taunt at his 
fooliſh ambition, in marrying and ſtealing away his wife, andin all companies which 
te requenteth, they give him this quip, that he had done farre wiſer to have married 
2poore trades mans daughter in Gezova with a ſmall portion, then a rich Vintners in 
$04 with nothing : which fooliſh and malicious ſpeech of theirs, falls not ſo eafi- 
ly from kis memory as from their tongues, but leaves an impreſſion therein,for from 
henceforth Lorerzo of a wiſe man, proves himſelfe a foole, of an honeſt mana knave, 
and ſo of a good Chriſtian to God,anextreme batl hufband both to his wife and him- 
ſelfe : for now ſeeing the mountaines of his hopes of a rich wife turned to molehills, 
and they to nothing through his Fathers diſpleaſure and upkindneſle to them, hee 
bokes not on his wife with ſo kinde and reſpeQtive an eye as heretofore, although 
poare harmeleſſe young woman, ſhee knowes farre better to lament and grieve, 
than how to remedy her fathers cruelty towards them,: But this is but the begin- 
ning of his ingratitude and her unfortunacie,for before a whole yeere be paſt ſince 
their marriage, her Huſband ſo farre forgets his tove to his wife, bis regard to him- 
kife and his reputation and credit to the world, as' he fitſt beginnes to {leight her, 
and then to negle& both himſelfe and his profeſſion : - And here now it is, that idle- 
nefle begins firſt to enter into his hands, vice'into his heart, and ſinne into his 
foule ; and here it is, that he firſt falls into bad courſes, and wicked company, from 
whence inthe end (I feare) will proceed nothing but ſhame, repentance, miſery and 
confuſion of all {ides. 1" — | 

Hee who formerly prayed often with his wife and family in his houſe, and was 
2 devout and religious frequenter of his Church, now hee is ſo dangerouſly fled 
from God, and fo deſperately following of the Divell, as he ſcornes the Church, 
and will neither pray himſelfe at home with his wife, nor (which is worſe) per- 
mitor ſuffer her to doe it at home with her farhily : Hee hath forgotten her deare 
afeftionand conſtancy to him, and how ſhee hath incurred her fathers indignation 
for making him her Huſband, and her ſelfe his wife : Hee hath forgotten his formet 
cthes and promiſes of his tenderaffeQion and conſtant love to her, and how that 
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in Jife and death he would liveand die more hers than his owne; Hee hathforgottej 
how for his ſake, and for the fervent Jove ſhe bore him, that fhe forſooke divers rich 
Young Men of Savora, Who were every way his Superiours in Birth, Wealth and Pro- 
{c{lion: Orelfeif hee did remember it, he would not thus ſleight her by day, or lie 
from her by night in lewd and laſcivious company, ſpending both his time, his 
meznes, and himſelfte, upon Panders, Bawds and Strumpetsz from which ungodly 
life and finfull converſation, neither her prayers, intreaties, requeſts, perſwaſions, 
ſighes or teares can poflibly reclaime him; but ihee lets all things runne at randome 
and confuſion without order, care, or confideration, ſo that within the compaſk | 
of one yeere and a halfe, his trade is negleed, his credit crackt, his reputation || * 
loſt, his eſtate ſpent, and nothing left, either to maintaine himſelfe, or relieve hex 
but gricfe, ſorrow, diſpaire and:miſery. She ſetsall his beſt friends, and moft verty. 
ous acquaintance to convert him from this hisabominable life, yea, ſhe holds it mors 
ſhame than ſinne, to acquaint his Confeſlor therewith, who taking a fit time, deals 
roundly with him for his reformation, and failes not to paint out his finnes and vices, 
as alſo their deſerved puniſhments in their fouleſt and moſt hideous colours : Bu 
ſtill her Huſband Lorexze 1s ſo ſtrongly linked to the Divell, and ſo firmely wedded 
to his beaftly vices and enormities, that all the world cannot divert or diſſwade him 
fromthem3 and ſtill hee is ſo farre from abandoning and forſaking them, as hee 
addes new to hisold : For the Divell hath now taught him to delight in curſing and 
{wearing 3 for in his ſpeeches and aftions, hee uſeth many fearefull oathes and de 
ſperate execrations : He begins to revile her,and to give herfoule language, termi 

her Beggar, and her father Villaine, and that he is bound to curſe them Rk bean 
(ſaith he) they have beggered him; when God and his ſinfull ſoule and conſcience 
well knowes,that there is nothing more untrue or falſe : For if his piety toward God, 
orhis care & providence of himſelfe and his family had equallized hers, he had then 
made himſelfe as happy as now he is miſerable, and ſhe as joyfull, as now we ſeeher 
diſconſolate and ſorrowfull;and then no doubt, but time and God would have drawne 
her father Moron to have beſtowed ſome portion on him with his wife, whereas noy 
the knowledge of his impious life, and laſcivious prodigalities doth juſtly occafion 
him to the contrary. Againe,here befalls another accident which brings our ſorrow- 
fall Feria ncw griefe,vexation and teares,for ſhe ſees her ſelfe great, yea,quick with 
childe by her Huſband Lorenzo, ſo as that which ſhee once hoped would have beene 
the argument of her joy, now proves the cauſe of her affliction and ſorrow 3 for his vi 
ces hath ſcarce left her wherewith to maintaine her ſelfe; and therefore it grieves her 
tothinke and confider, how hereafter ſhe ſhall be able to maintaine her childe, when 
God in his appointed time ſhall ſend it her; for he hath ſo conſumed his eſtate, and 
ſpent, ſold and pawned all their beſt houſhold ſtuffe and apparel], that almoſt they 
have nothing left to give themſelves maintenance, hardly bread : But yer ſtill how 
lewd and irregular ſoever Lorenzo be, his vertuous and ſorrowfull wife Fermia ſerves 
Godduly and truly, and ſpends a great part of her time in prayer, ſtill beſeeching the 
Lord to give her patience, and to forgive her huſband all his toule fins towards him, 
and cruell _—_— towards her ſelfe : When,in the midſt of this her poverty and 
miſery,once ſhe thought to have left her huſband in Gexova, and to have caſt her ſelte 
at her fathers feet 10 Savors, that he would pardon, receive and entertaine her : But 
then againe conſidering his flinty heart and cruelty toward her,and that he wouldra- 
ther contemue than pity her youth and miſery,but eſpecially calling to mind her duty 
to her huſband, and her Oath —_ him in marriage, in the preſence of God and his 
Church,for berter,for worſe,for richer,for poorer; Then,I {ay,the conſideration and 
remembrance thereof, is{o Krong a tye to her conſcience, and fo ſtrict an obligation 
to her ſoule, that ſhe thinkes his vices and poverty, hath now more need of her af- 
fiſtance,prayers and company,than of her abſence 3 ſo as a vertuous wife,and a relig!- 


ous Chriſtian, ſhe will got conſent to forſake and leave him, but reſolves to ſtay _ 
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F thy Hnrband prove 01 t0thy likiug, thou hoſt juſt reaſon to thanks thy ſelfeg . anid to;condetwye 
thine owne temerity and diſobedience in | hooſing hey, aud if his affetiow be ſo-( oaneiforgotten or 
frozentothee,jt is a uſt puniſhment of God , becanſe thine was ſa fitſf tome, mbereafar that nah 
effect, ſo doubtleſſe this ir the prime. and originall caſe thereof, and as hir vices axdprodigetity bath 
ſpent all bireftate,(o I haveaot (b little indeement, (Though thow ſo ſjnall unJerflanding ):to thinks 
that mine ſha redeerne it ,which ( upon the whole )were than to imitate avs ſecontbyiriin tis folly,aod 
conſequently 10 make my ſelfe guilty in conſaming it. 4nd becauſe thav firddeſt with hiv: withowtony 
knowledge from S wo to Genova, and didſt there marry him without my conſent, there foreMis 
veither thy Griefe nor Miſery,or thy ſhame and repentance; which ſhall iwduze mteithbiy ro refpF or 
Putty thee ar my daughter orwhich i leſſe to relieve and eatertaine 1hee as my handeved: you bothvara 
Joung enouzh to works aud labour for your living as thy mother and wy:ſtlje did fproure;andt 
kuow that thy youth deſer ors ns compaſtion from my age, and if this willnot-ſatis fie the then _— 
Lt 88- 
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gaviſe and conn ſell which Icanornill give thee is, that thowcontianalh dired 1 ras 

ti reliefe aud conſolation And berein thou wilt then ſerve 1hy ſelfe pleaſe rinſe ar-a + Fin "_ 

as thou regardeſt my Commanas, or deſireſt my bleſring, let me wej1 ſee thee,or hereafter heare . 

excre of thy waive and fooliſh Letters. oo ” 
| E _ Moxroxgx, 


The receir of this her fathers unkinde and cruel] Letter to her, doth at one time kill 
both h: r hopes with deſpaire,and herheart with griefe;or if that doe not,then the med ty- 
ranny,and new cruelty of herdeboſhed husband doth:for now contrary to nature,beyond 
reaſon and oppoſite to Grace, he many times beatsher;ſhe is all in teares herear, nſeth all 
poſſible meanesroreclanmehbim from his new vices to hisold vertues: Shee continually 
perſwades himfairely withexhortations, ſweetly with fighes, anddeerely with reares, 
yea poore.ſweer young woman, ſheemany times caſts herſelfe at his feer, and with her 
armes'coffed, her hands elevated rowards heaven, her haire diſhevelled and dandling a: 
bont her cheekes, and herpearledtearcs bedewing the lillies'of her mournefull and dif 
conſolate conntenance, begs him to forfake his vices to himſelfe, . and bis undeſeryed un- 
kindaeſfe andornelty rowards her : Bur all this is invaine, for he proves deafeto her re« 
queſts and prayers, and blinde to her fighes and reares. He hath-no longer mony to buy 
corne,andis fo farre fromſelling any bread co cthers, as he hath ſcarce enoughto give to 
himſelfe and to his great bellied wife, and as for his ſervants he isinforced toput themall 
away : His vanity to himfelfeand cruelty to his wife is too roo lamencably notorious and: 
remarkeable for when he wants monty, he beates her, ifſhee will nor preſently fip ly bis 
wants, and furniſh his expences, Now in the middeſt of all theſe her griefes and miſe- 
ries, God ſends her a faire young ſonne, of whom thefather is not worthy, no nor of his 
vertuous wife who bore it: For had not the care, affeQion, and charicy of her neighbour 
beene farre greater thanthar of her hasband co her, both che mother had miſcarryed, and 
the childe periſhed in the ſharpe throwesand agony of her delivery; and the name of this 
her lictle ſon, whom ſhe cauſerh co be chriſtened in a very poore manner and ceremony, 
is Thoawoſo:For ſhe is ſo pooreas ſhe hath nothing butraggs to wrappe and cover him with 
and therefore with much griefe and ſhame, ſhe begges poore linen clours of her neigh- 
bours to keepe him cleane and ſweet: When ic is waking, ſheelookes and kifſerh ir often 
withioy, but when ir ſleepes or ſackes, then ſhe grieves thatic is ſo unfortunate both in a 
wicked father, andina e diſconſolate mother, who hath more meanestolamenc and 
picty,then milke co feed and nourifh it-Shee often ſhewes her husband his childe,and im- 
portunately begges him henceforth to have a moreprovidene care of himſclfe for his 
childes fake,and of his childe for his owne ſake : Bur heas a lewd Husband and too dege- 
nerate a father doth neither love nor care for either, bue hates both of chem, yea his vices 
and cruelty makes her ſorrow ſo infinite, that ſhee repntes herſelfe a burthen co herſclfe, 

and a thouſand times wiſherh ſhe were in heaven ; Andone time among the reſt after her 
hnsband wichoar cauſe, had given her many bitter words and ſome ſharp and cruell blowes 
her childe beingin itscradle,” he gone forth from herin choller, ſhee fals downe on her 
kneesto prayer,the which ſo ſoone as ſhe had ended, and her childe awaking and crying, 
ſherakes ic upin her armes,and mournefully ficting downe on the floore by herbed fide, 
ſhee( weeping as faſt as her poore infant babe ſucked) having bolred her chamber doore, 
was over-heardby one of herneighbours(rwixe whom and her ſelfe there was bura wait- 
or entercloſe and partition) to pronounce theſe ( or the like ) forrowfull ſpeeches to her = 
O poore Fermis, ithad been an infinice happineſle for chee if thou haddeſt neverſcene « 
thy husband Lorenzo,or periſhed and funcke in the Sea when thou fleddeſt with him from 
Sevons tO Genova, before he was thy Husband. For ſurely thog haſt great cauſe to thirke, 


andreuſon to belicve,tharthis cruelty of his towards thee,isa iuſt plague and puniſh _ nc 
ent 
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Jiſt. XX. Lorenzo and Fermi. 


thy apparrell was rich, but now rent and torne :., Then thy beau 


peeces)ſhe continueth her ſpeech thus: And thou my ſweet ba 


feat thee from God;for diſobeying thy father, in marrying without his conſent and bleſ- 
o; with whom when thou livedlt fingle,thou hadſt ſo much felicity and joy,as thou 
tneweſt not what belonged to ſorraw.and miſery,and now living a wife tothis thyHug- 
yand.thou art enforced to taſte ſo much griefe and miſery, as thou knoweſt no more 
hat belongs to joy & felicity.Thenthou diddel} ſurfet withthe choyce of the coſtli= 
of meats and viands,and now thou art ready to ſtarve meerely for want of bread: Then 
| | | made thee ſought in 
marriage by divers, and now thy griefes and ſorrowes having defaced and withered it, 
thou art contemned and hated of him who married thee. For can thy griefes bee mat= 
ched,or thy affliftions and ſorrowes paralleld, when thou laſt a Husband who neither 
fares nor ſerves God, who will neither goe to Church or pray himſelfe, or permit or 
ſuffer thee to doe it;and who is ſofarre from loving thee, as hee loves nothing better: 
than to hate, revile, and beat thee: For (aye mee) hee drownes himſelfe and his wits in 
wine,and keepes whores to thy noſe, ſpends all his eſtate upon them, and upon Baw 

Panders and Drunkards(the off-ſcumme and Caterpillers of the world)with whom he 
conſumes his time and himſelfe, making night day, and day night in theſe his beaſtly 
revels, and obſcene voluptuouſneſle, and upon whom he hath ſpent ſo much, as he now 
hath nothing left either to ſpend or maintaine himſelfe and thee 5 yea, thy miſeries are 
ſogreat, and thy afflictions and ſorrowes ſo ſharpe and infinite, thatthou haſt no parent 
leftto ſuccour or relieve thee, and which iolefls.no friend who will affiſt or comfort 
thee.Poore young woman,and diſconſolate ſorrowfull wife thatthou art,it were a bleſ{- 
{ed happineſle, and a happy blefling forthee that thou wert unborne or unmarried. A- 
s,alas,thy mother dyed too ſoone for thee, when thou wert young, and therefore ſhee 
cannot,and thy father lives,(and is exceeding rich)yet hates thee ſo much as he will not 
fiſt and releeve thee. And as all thy kinsfolkes refuſe to lend or ſend thee any comfort 
intheſe thy wants and calamities 3 ſo thoſe who profeſſed themſelves thy friends in thy 
roſperity, will not now either ſee thee in thy pouerty, or know thee tn thy 
miſery. When againe and againe looking on her pretty babe, and giving it many tender 
kiſſes, then(her teares interrupting her wordes,and her ſighs __ cutting her teares in 
e,what ſhall I ſay tothee, 

ith almoſt I can doe nothing for thee, for I have no food to give my ſelfe, how then carl 
lgivemilke to thee ? and yetT love thee ſo dearely and tenderly,that although thy un«- 
kinde and cruell father hate me ſo deadly,yet I will ſtarve before thou ſhalt want, yes, 
Iwill cheerefully worke, and ( if occaſion ferve)) begge my ſelfe to death to get ſuſte- 
nance and neceſlaries for the preſervation of thy life. For live thon my ſweet 
babe as happy as thy poore mother is miſerable and unfortunate - And if I'die 
before thee, ( as I hopelI ſhall not live long ) ſay thou hadſt a mother wholoved thee a 
thouſand times dearer than her owne life, and who was rich in care and affeQion, 
though poore in eſtate and meanes to maintaine thee. And if Tleaye thee nothing be=- 
bind me,(becauſe Thave now nothing left me cither to give or leave thee)yer Lwil give 
thee my bleſſing, and leave thee heire to theſe my moſt religious prayers, That God in 
his divineſt favour and mercy will not powre down his wrath and puniſhments on thee, 
but thou mayeſt live to be as happy in thy vertues,asT feare thy father will be miſerable 
n his vices; and as true a ſervant and inſtrument of Gods glory, as ( with griefe and 
teares)I ſee he is of his owne diſgrace and diſhonour. £ i 
Neither is our vertuous Fer-zia deceived in thecloſe of this her paſſionate and 
prelaging ſpeech towards her husband,for he continues his odious and ungodly courſe 
of life both towards God and her,and now(as well in his freſhas his drunken humours) 
makes it his praQtice to revile,and his delight 8&glory to beat herzwho notwithſtanding 
jetthinking and hoping to work ſome good 1n him, through his fight of this poore in- 
fant his ſon;She often ſhewes it to him, & with ſighes and teares prayes him to leave off 
this his ſinfull life towards God. 8 theſe his cruell courſes and ations towards herſclfe. 
ut he is ſtill the ſame man, yea, heis ſo Mn x 3 debauched and vitious, as hee will 
| 2 not 
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notendure tothinke of making himſelf better,and to ſay the truth,I beleeve and think 
that the Devill cannot poſſibly make him worſe; the which his poore forrowfull Wife 
rcaving, asalſo that her childe being now by this time almoſt two yeares old, ſhee 
th not wherewithall in the world to maintaine it meat or cloathes, ſhee is enforced 
to:make a vertue of neceſlity, and ſo workes exceeding hard with her needle, thereh 
to give life to her ſelfe, and her pretty young ſonne3 and yet ſay ſhe what ſhe will with 
ſighes, and doe ſhe what ſhee can with teares, her Huſband ſtill forcibly takes away the 
two parts of. the poore profit, and ſmall revenewe of herlabours, both from her lelfe, 
and her little ſonne Thox:aſs,: not caring it they ſtarve or die, ſohee have to maintaine 
his vitiousexpences among his lewd Conſorts and Companions 3 yea, her miſeriesand 
wants are now.ſoigreat, and her afte&ion to her childe ſa deare and tender. that when 
ſhee hath no meanes to ſet her ſelfe to worke, nor can procure any from others, then 
(though to her matchleſle griefe and ſhame) ſhee deſcends fo farre from her ſelfe, x; 
amefully and fecretly inremote ſtreets and Churches, ſhee begges the almes and cha- 
rity of ſome well diſpoſed people for their ſubſiſtence and maintenance : But at length, 
when ſbe ſees thather Huſband 15 informed and acquainted therewith. and that heei; 
ſomhumane in himfelfe, and ſo'cruell hearted toher and her ſonne, that hee likewiſ: 
takes theſe ſmall monies away from her, (which in effec is to take bread out of their 
mouths, and life out of their bodies) then not knowing what (in the world) to doe, or 
which. way to winde or turne her ſelfe any longer, to maintaine her ſonne, which(b 
many degrees )-ſhe loves better than her ſelfe, ſhe refolves to write toher father totake 
bim home to him at Savers, and maintaine him, which ſhee doth by this her caſuing 
Letter, whichcarried him this hymble language and petition. 
FTE FERMIA to MOROMN, 
He increaſe of my Hucbands vices are thoſe of wy wants aud miſeries, which are nm 
growne/o extreame and infinite, that Thave not cloathes nor food left to maintaine my ſee, 
or my poore little forme Thomaſo, nor ſcarce to give life tous: And conſidering that Tas 
yaur daughter, ( yea your only childe) me thinks both in Nature and Chriſtianity,that my Father 
ſhould not ſee me driver to theſe ſharpe aud bitter extremities, without releeving me, eſpecial, 
becauſe as heretofore, ſo now my ſighes begge it of you with humility for charities ſake, anduy 
tearer with ſorrow for Gods ſake. Or if yet your heart will not diſſolve into pity, or relent into 
compaſſion towards meat leaſt let it hf my poore and pretty yeung childe, whos nowwith 
prayers andieares Tbeſeech you to take from me and maintaine, though not as a great part ofme, 
yet as alittle piece of your ſelſe, and whom God (in his ſacred power and ſecret providence) my 
(for his honour and glory) reſerve to be as much happineſſe to you,as Tyour ſorrowſull Daughter, 
and his poore Mother ſee my ſelte born to afflition.and miſery: Gedwill requite this your charity 
to him, and thereby Tſhall the ſooncr forget your unnaturall unkindneſſe and cruelty toward: my 
Fae ſo may you live in as nmchproſperity,as T ſeare T ſhall ſhortly die in extreame indigence 
ſery. 


FERMIA. 


Her Father Moron receiveth and peruſeth this third Letter of his Daughter Fermis, 
whereat being yet nothing moved in charity, or touched in compaſſion towards her, 
but only towards her young ſonne (and his grand childe) Thoxraſo, he returnes her this 
ſhortanſwer. | 

MoRon to FER MIA. 
I See thou art both wilfull and obſtinate in diſobeying my commands with thy Letters, wherem 
T beleeve thou takeſt more glory, than either I conceive griefe at the relation of thy wants, 01 
ſorrow at the repetition ofthy miferies, the which I am ſo far from releeving , as T onely pity ti 
that Tamthy father,but not as thou art my Daughter. Aud yet becauſe thy young ſon Thomalo# 
as innocent as thou art guilty of my diſpleaſure and inHlignation, therfore give him to this bearet 
whon Thave purpoſely ſent to receive him of thee, and 1will ſce whether it be the pleaſure of = 
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that T fhall be as happy in him as T am unfortunate inthyſelfe, and if in his ſacred providence he 
bath ordained and decreed that he prove as great a comfort to thy age; as thon-art a crofſs and ca= 
lamity to mine, which if it prove jo, then'give Godtheonly praife and glory, which is the beſt uſe 
and requitallwhich thou canſt make, 61 T defore mo att Joo rt 
b I ; 


;2 Our: poore and deſolate Fermza having received and over-read her Fathers Letter, 
although-ſke be wonderfull ſorrowfull attheiperſeveranceof his eruelty towards her 
{elfe, yet ſhe is infinitely glad and joyfull ar hiscompaſlion'and kindnefle towards her 
young ſon, whom apparelling the very beſt that poſſibly ſhe-could, (which God knowes 
sragged, means, andpoore) the (with a thoaſand-lighes, teares, prayers; bleſſings;and 
kiſſes) gives him to her fathers meſlenger, -to whoſe affection 'and education; as alſo 
to Gods gracious prot=Cion and preſervation, ſhe religiouſlyrecommends him; when 
(toher exceeding griefe and ſenſible atfliction)ſhe ſees itout'of herpoflible power vice 
toper{wade her tiusband Lorenzo either to kitle or to ſee him at his departure, 'asif it 
were no part of his aftection to bletle it, or of his duty to'pray to God to bleſle it, much 
lee to kifle it at parting. : A molt unkinde and unnaturall part of a father to his ſweer 
and pretty young ſonne. Which ſtrange and diſcourtebus ingraticude of his, it isnot” 
impoſſible'tor us to ſee'God as ſtrangely both torequite and revenge: - | 
Sorrowfnll Fermia' having thus.ſent away her littleſonne Thomaſs to her Father 
Moron at $407, the the very ſame night dreames1n her poore bed and houſe in Gezo- 
va, that ſhe thall never be ſo happy to ſee him againez when being awaked, and re- 
membring this her' forrowtull dreame, ſhe for meere griefe bitterly weepes thereat;- 
and although ſhe would, yet ſhe cannot poſſibly forget or ſappreſle the remembrance: 
thereof,,or once put it out of her minde 3 ſo that thinking her ſelfe fortunate in plating 
this herdittle ſonne-wich her Father, and his Grandfather ;'{heisnow very penleven 1d: 
forrowfull tor his abſence, becauſe the can nolonger ſee hifn, play with/tim, and kifle- 
him,and is infinitely diſconſolate and mourntall:when ſhe thinks of hendreame of him.” 
Ihthemeanetime herlewd Husband growes:from:/badto worte, 'fo thither cohabita- 
tion; is but; n. bondage with bim-,; arid her marriage and wedlock butarIndentureof” 
lavery.anda contractof miſery under him. Suchis herincomparable griefe, ſuch her 
wparalleld atilictionsand calamities..-. "OV? 114 " OFF >! TREE OO duet: 
{ Fiveyenres our diſconſolate Feria lives in this rich miſery, and miferable poverty: 
with.her Huſband, and yet all the whole world:tannot/petſwade herFather Moror: to 
take her home to him and maintainker:She hathnoconſ{olation left her but prayers;nor 
remedybut'unforced patience;ſoſhearmes herfelfe with the laſt,andadvrneth her ſelf 
with the firſt. She was contented:to! beg for thei maintenance:of her Iatfeibn Thomteſs,' 
butnojy being eaſed of that burthen; ſhe will giveitover; ſoſhe workes hard to get her” 
bard and poor living, which'yet ſhee cannot ger: loifaſtasher Huſband fpends it ptodic 
Bally andaſeiviouſly. Her care arti vertues make herthepity;avhis lewdniz{le and'vices' 
make'bhmthe ſcorne and contemiptiof theirnenghbours.So while, ſhe ſits athome'elofe 
at herneedle in poore apparell, hee idlelp\wanders:abroaduntill hee have Ln 
bisappatdIlto rags;and hjymſelfenlmoſt to nakednaefls.And here it is chather wretched 
Huſband'Lorerzo now firſt begins to heatkenirothedDevill;yea; to proved Very Devilt” 
lim{elfe towards this his deare and:vertuous!Wite 3 for ee emers into {4conſultation' 
With bimafelE., that if hewere once ritt.of | his/ Wife: Ferwiazhe might mirryfſome other- 
with a gond-portion tormiaintainobirmand ſdagniheſet uphis Trade vfBaking which 
wW had;forſaken him,brcauſe heb hed virjoufineds unthriftily forſaken When his: 
thibemngasweake wich Gnd, as nsfmfainousditeandviceswereodiont tothe world; 
alayeso;bloudyand:damnable; reſolytiomto:murthethes} and hebraihto thede-" 
Jhis RiLaghjselbowza provoke &tegge CT 
ar) LI 3 to 


/| 


- "PTL —_ 


| 
| 
' 
. 
' 
l 
' 


” 


G ods Revenge againſt Martber. Booke IV. 


to this his malice and indignation againſt her : So; neither his minde or heart, hiscop- 
ſcience or foule candivert himfeomthisfearefull enterprize,, and lamentable & 
buſmeſle ; The which to-performe and'perpetrate, hee on a great holiday (which was 
the purification of the bleſſed Virgin Marp) takes her with him-into a Vineyard fome 
balfe a mile from the City of Genova under colour to recreate themſelves, and totake 
the aire, which God knowes, ſhee poore ſoule, takes for a great, becauſe an unaccuſty- 
med favour and courteſie at his hands, where ſhee moſt lovingly and willingly goes 
with him, and there feigning himſelfe faſt aſleepe, and ſhe (innocent harmleſle you 
woman) then and there mn; and every way _ as devoyd of feare, as hee 
was of grace, he with a barbarous and diabolicall cruelty, (ſ{eeirig the coaſt cleare) ſoft 
ly riſeth up and cuts her throat, without giving her the power, time or happineſle tous 
ter ane word before her-death : Where keaving her weltering and goring in her blood, 
hee ſpeedily and politiquely'enters Gexowa by a contrary gate, thereby to avoid all ſy{ 
pitionof thishisbloody and damnable fact. 

'The:very ſamenight this her breathleſle murthered body is found our by ſome of 
Genove, whoaccidentally walked thatway 3 and they cauting it to be brought tothe 
Gity, it is knowne by ſome of Lorenzo's neighbours, to be his 'wife Fermia, whereat to 
aache better cloke to his knavery, and ſhadow to his villany, | he ſeemes to be wor- 
derfully ſad,and paſtionately forrowfull for the ſame, and ſo requeſteth theCrimmall 
Officers, bothin and about the City, to make curious reſearch and'enquiry forthe mur- 
therers of his wife, which they doe 3 but this hypocriticall ſadneſte and fajſe for- 
row of his, though (to the eye of the world) :it prevaile for a time, yer (to that 
of Gods Mercy and Juſtice.) in the end, it ſhall little availe him 3 fo hee gives 
her a poore and obſcure ;buriall,-every way unworthy the ſweetneſſe of her beaw- 
ties, and the excellency of her vertues. | Her father Moron hath ſpeedy notice of thisde- 
ploxable death of his daughter, who corifidering how the had caſt away her telfe upoy 
ſobad a Huſband as Lorenzo, | though outwardly: hee: feemme 16 bewaile and tamenti; 
yet inwardly he much cares nor forit z/:and fot her little ſonne Thornaſo, his few:yeeres 
difpeneeth with, his capacity from underſtanding, much. leffe from lamenting and 
mourning for this diſaſterons end of his'mother:: | Ps... et 

--A. moneth, after the- cruell-murther and buriall of this vertuous, yet-unfortunatt 
young woman Fermie, her bloody and.execrable Huſband Lorenzo, (is yet ſo devoidd 
grace) as hee goesto: Savenetorequeſt his father in Law Moron, to give him ſome maity 
tenance, in regard he had no portion from him witk-his wife hisdaughter, as alſo to ſe 
his-ſonne Thowa.: But Morornby lis ſetvarits, ſends him a peremptory refuſal} to both 
theſe his requeſts, and ſo wil neither ſee him, nor ſuffer him to ſee his ſonne, but abſo- 


lutely for ever forbids him his houſe; /'Whereat Lorenzo all in choller leaves Saved; | 


andireturnes toGerova, where ſelling away his wifes old clothes to provide him new; 
hee ſcckes many maidens.and widowes intnarriage; butthe fame of his bad life, andin* 
fagyqus.carriage and deportment with his late wife; is ſo freſh! and great, that they all 
diſdaine him;3 10 thatutterly-deſpairiag ever toraiſe himſelfe and his fortunes by mar- 
age,he forfakes and leavesGeroomintolls bimſcifea[Bardetts; and for many yeeres to? 
Cen ack that thieyiſh profeſſion, to tlie which wee will leave him;'and ſpeake 
alle of his young and little fonne Thewnſo: I 7c | : 
' OW Morew:traines up this his/Gra ide,” Thoniafe, very:vertuouſly and induſtri- 
| Wane the age of fourctiene yedres;bids him chuſe and imbrace any trade he beſt 
liketh : When Fhowe excecding)y delighting in himming, graving, and imagery, he 
becgomesa Goldſmith,and infoure or five /yecresafter;is become a ſingular, expert, atid 
Skilfoll wark-man is his trade: HisGrand- father loves him dearely atid tenderly, and 
intends tomake hits his hednes but Teas (led,as Ethinke.by the immediate hand and 
protvidenceh of God,or auyofhis owne titurall inclination) benygof a _ humour 
totfavellabread;:'and: ſee other Citiesand Countries, andhaving a particular itchin 
defire t9lae fhowsts, (which he naderftoodbis one of the very prime and chiefe _-_ 
o! 6 e 
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the world for rich and curious Gold{miths,) He finding a french ſhipof Marſeilles 
(which by contrary winds {topt in the Road'of Savora bound up for Civita Yechia, very 
ſecretly packes up his trunke and trinkets, and ſo goes along in that ſhip: Now as 
ſoone as his Grandfather Morox underſtands hereof, he very much grieves at this his 
raſhand ſudden departure : So Thomaſo arrives at Civita. Vechia, goes ap to Hoſtia by 
ſea, and thence on the River Tjber to Roze, where he becomes a'fingular ingenious 
Gold-ſmith, and thrives ſo well, (as after a fey yeeres) he there keepes ſhop for him- 
ſelfe, and conſtantly builds up his reſidence. | foes 
' Inall this long tract and progreſſion of time, which (my true information tells me) 
isat leaſt 24. yeeres3 his father Lorenzo continues a thieviſh Band-e#ti in the State of Ge= 
rovaand Luca, where hee commits fo many lewd robberies, and ſtrange rapines, de- 
prxdations and thefts, as that countrey at Jaſt becomes roo hot forhim, : and he too 0b- 
nox101s for it, ſo he leaves it, and travelleth into Thoſeany,''and to the-faire and famous 
City of Florence, which 1s the Metropolis thereof, where with the monies he had got- 
ten by the revenewes of his robberies, hee againe ſets up his. old trade of 4 Baker; in 
which profeſhon hee knew himſelfe expert and .excellent, and here hefetleth him- 
{elfe to live and dwell, takes a faire commodious houſe, and lookes 'out hard for 
ſome rich old maiden, or young widow to make! his:new wife 3 Bat God will pre- 
vent his thoughts, and fruſtrate bis deſignes and. deſires herein Fer, 1s yer his bloody 
thoughts have not made their peace with his foule, nor his ſoule with his All-ſeeing 
and righteous God for the cruel] murthering of his 01d:wife, Fermia, which asan impe- 
taous ſtorme and hercetempeft, will ſuddenly befall him, when he Icaſt dreames or 
thinks hereof, yea, by a manner ſo ſtrange, and.an accident ſo miraculons, that former 
wes have ſi eldome, if ever paralleld; or given.us a precedent hereof; and wherein the 
Power and Providence, the Mercy and Juſtice of God: reſplends with infinite luſtre 
and admirationz and therefore in my pootre judgement and opinion, I deeme it 
moſt worthy. of our.obſervation, as wee are men, and of our remembrance as wee 
are Chriſtians. oo T F | 
- Charles,” now Cardinall of Mediczs, going 'up to Rome toreceive his bat of this pre- 
ſent Pope, Vrban V ITL and Coſmos the great Duke of Florence his brother (in ho- 
nour to himand their illuſtrious Blood and Family, whereof they are tiow chicfe) re- 
ſaving to make hisentry and aboad in that City of Rowe to. be ſtattly .and magni- 
fcentz Hee caulcth his Houſe and Traine in all points to be compoſed ofidouble Of- 
ficers and Servants, to whom hee gives rich 2nd coſtly livertes, aud; among others, 
our Lorexzo 1s found out, elected and pricked downe to be one of his. Pakers for his 
owne trencher inthat' Journey, where in Kowe hee flaunts it our moſt gallantly and 
bravely in rich apparell; ahd is {tt]] moſt deboſhed ana pr odigall itt bis expenſes be- 
fore any other of the-Cardinalls meniall Servants, without ever any more thinking or 
dreaming of the murthering of his wife Fermi, bur' rather abfolutely:Bekeves, rhit 
a3 bee, ſo-God had wholly buried the remembrance of that bloody fat of his in perpe- 
tuall lence and oblivion; but the Divel will decerve his hopes: | Fornow that lamen- 
table murther of his criesaloud to Heaven and to God far. yengeance 5i wherein wee 
ſhall behold and ſee, that it is the: Providenee and Pleaſure-of God, many times 16 
puniſh one finne jn and. by.another, yea, and foimetimes one finne for another, as re- 
ferving it im-the ſecret Will and infcrutable Providence, to/puniſb Capitall offenders, 
whereof murtherers are infalliby the greateſt, both when, where,and how be-pleaſeths 
torearthly and ſinfull eyes, have netther the poiyer topry into his heavenly dectees, 
tor our nm1nde and capacity to dive. into his divine adtions and refolution,, becauſe ma+ 
1 timeshee accelerateth or dehayeth their punifhments, as they ſhall ſtand:molt fit and 
Equihie for his Fuftice: dnd! their.crimes. F 198 "11h I 
' When'therefore the Panders and Strumpets, 'and rhe-new pride and bravery of 
oar:Loyerto hiad eaten out all his money and credit in-Rowe;' and that: (to his griefe) he 


being 
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being infinitely vawilling to let his vice and prodigality ſtrike (atle, and fo as he _ 
c 


butnot the other, or the gold Crucitiz.,” which Lorenzo immediately had fold bothto 
pay: hisdebts, and to put ſome doublePiſtols in his pockets for his vaine-and prodigall 
expcnces3 when hunting after this his thiefe I »enzo he preſently findes him, commits 
himtopnfon.and accufeth him to theCaptaime and Judges of Rove: Whoupon know 
ledge ani {ight of one of the Chalices found in Lorenzoes Trunk, and alfoupon hiscon- 
feſhon of having fol1d awaythe other, and ikewiſe the Crucifixofgold;they condemne 
-him tobehanzeil the veryncxt day for the ſame, 19» enzo (bitterly weeping & fuming 
atthis bisdifafter)deth moſt humbly ſue and petition the Lord Cardinatthaes Malter to 
beg his lite. ofthe Pope, who conſidering him to be abaſe Companicn, and no Gentle: 
mm, and>hirs tact (during this his ſervice) tobe very fouleand: ſcandalous, Hes too 
Noble an wnetonattempr orundertake it,and therforc becomesideate to his requeſts 
W hercupentd oreuzo isthatnightreturned to his/priſon, where he hath leature though 
mot trmeehrgrbb;to think upon hisconfcience and foule, upontbe baſcnefle of this hs 
robbery,qudthtrtouleneſizand bloodinefle of murtheringthts wite Fernia- 
7 + heat mtmorninghe 1s broughttohis death; atthe commonplaceobexecutionat 
the Bridgg>ftbor, in a little walled Conrt clofetothe Caſtle of $aint Axigelo; wheres 
avorl4 of peinple tlock from all partsof Rowe:to ſeethe Cardinallvof Florencechis Baker 
take his}alt teave of the world, being the night before prepared by aFriar,in his ſoules 
journey:tawands Heaveny as{oone as he aſcended the Ladder, he there confe(leth this 
$asrcbberys: And Iikewite that hisname was Artrea Lorenzo; and that he(about ſome 
4wentybothree yeers fince)murtheredhisown wife named Fermia Moronin a vineyard 
neere Gevbbay; wheneottheiſaith he: will no longer charge:his foule : The-which the 
yeung-(gad wich (whoſe name was Thomaſo Lereaao over hearing) he:preſcntly built 
rthinokeares, and very pafſtonatelyand torrowtully cries out, ithatthisman on the 
Ladder ivhis qwne Fathet5and that 5ermia Miron:was his owne:Mother, and therefore | 
be with)\owdrtd of ſobs; tighes, andteares prayeth theOfficers,'and thentheExecutio- 
ner of Tuſtice to forbeare, and leave the priſoner:fora fmallwhiles, whichi accordingly 
they:domr Whenat thedeſcent ct his Father fromthe Ladder; —_— (in-preſence of 
all rharihugd amimber jofpeoplewha were preſent) throweshamſelte athis feet, 
{cemingeaurirawne himiſcite in bis;tearesfor ſorrew, contefleth bimſtiteto be his yaw 
_—_ | an 
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Hiſt. XX, Fermia and Lorenzo. 


and acknowledgeth Ferwia Moron to be his Mother, and therefore prayes him to for- 
ive him this his innocent ingratitude towards him, in ſeeking his death of whom he 
had received his owne life : And although the,confideration of his Mothers lamenta- 
ble murther doth pierce him to the heart with griefe, yet knowing him likewiſe to be 
his Father, and himſelfe his Sonne, he freely and willingly offers the Captaine of Koze, 
and the Judges all his Eſtate to ſave his Fathers life, but this his robbery is ſo foule, and 
that former murther of his ſoinhumane and lamentable, yea ſo odious to God and the 
World, and fo execrable to Men and Angels that none will preſume or dare to ſpeake 
in his behalfe : So thenext day Lorenzo is hanged, having feſt freely forgiven his Son 


| Thomaſo, and entreated him likewiſe to forgive him for murthering of his Mother, and 


for any other thing elſe, he at his death ſaid little : Butcurſed the nameand memory 
of that miſerable and covetous wretch his Father in Law Moroz,whoſeunkindneſle and 
cruelty he ſaid had occafioned and brought him to all this miſery. But he ſpake nota 
word of hisgriefe or ſorrow for havingmurthered his wife Fermia Moron 3 Only he faid 
and beleeved that this his untimely death was a juſt revenge and puniſhment of God 
tohim for the ſame. 

The common ſort of the Spettators and people of Rome, ſeemed to taxe the Cardi- 


| nall of Florence his Maſter for not ſaving this his Bakers life : but the wiſer and moze 


religious ſort, applauded his generoſity and piety for not attempting it from the Pope: 
But all doe admire and wonder at Gods ſacred providence and divine Juſtice in ma- 
king the Sonne the cauſe and inſtrument of his Fathers hanging for murthering of his 
Mother, the which indeed gave cauſe of ſpeech and matter of wonder to Rome.Genova, 
S$evona, and Florence, yea, to all Ttaly : And thus was the wicked life and deſerved death 
of this bloody Villaine Lorexzo, and in this manner did the Juſtice ofthe Lord triumph 
ore his crime in his puniſhment. And as for his Sonne Thoxraſo (the Goldſmith) afrer 
this infamous and ſcandalous death of his Father, he could no longer content himſelfe 
tolive in Rowre , but returned to Savor to his Grandfather Moron , who received him 
with many demonſtrations of Joy, and affection , and after his death made him ſole 
keire to all his wealth and Eſtate. 


ToGod be all theGlory. 
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RIGIT HONOURABLE, 


RE CRE 7] Hep Abad the honour to referre, to that Paliant, 


<< Pax , / ; 
| Wiſe, and bone(t Nobleman, Arthur, Lord 


MW. A - B29) # 
| /B&lz| Chicheſter,, Baron of Beltaſt ( whoſe ſub- 
| /N VA lime merits dee bere inſtly teſerve andeeballeyge....- 
FACES f this Teſtimony from my Duty; .T hat be wai t00 
Worn iz==< Nl pood- for. Earth, and thergfoxe is nal js ſoone 
womned a Saint in Heaven ) F then had finft the happineſſe to 
tow,and to be known of your Honour at your Chelwicke;inwhon 
(becauſe Fever bold it a farre leſſecrime to ſpeake the truth, then ei- 
ther to ſilence or difſemble it ) F then found ſo many prints and 
famps of true honour and Charatters of ancient Goodneſſe and N{0- 
bllity,that(with a pleaſing content and deleftation)F was enforced to 
eagaine and againe enamoured of Veriue and Honour for your ſake, * 
1*[«rdreciprocally,to love and reſpetyour Lordſhip for both their ſakes. 
lince when(out of 30ur generoſity,uot my expettation or ag 
mM | onour 
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382 The Epiſtle [-edicatory. 
Honour was pleaſed to conferre a favour on me,the whichthough 3y 
forget, yet the remembrance thereof I will (with equall Zeale, and 
Ambitton)ſlrive to make as eternall, as F know my ſel/e to be mortall 
and tranſitory. Youare a Religious Chriſtian, and a true hearted 
Fngliſhman;aad therefore as it is our glory,ſo it is our happineſſe, 
that you are both a conſtant Lover of (God and bis ( hurch, anda 
firme and f aithſull honourer of your Priuce and (ountrey,and 30u are 
now Lord Lieutenant ( under our Gracious Soveraigne) of that fa- 
 mous{({ounty of Devon.and faire,and bonourableCity of Excelſter, 
to which [owe my nativity, andin both which the Ruſſels (Earles of 
Bedford ) your noble Anceſiors have condignely left behind them 
manybonourable T rophees of their Valour, and ſweet and precious 
perfumes of their V ertue. | 

T beſe premiſes being ſo powerfull in truth,and ſo conſiderable and | 
prevalent inreaſon,F ther fore flatter my ſelfe with this bop? that your | 
Honour will attribute it rather to'Dutte then Preſumptton in me,lf | 
7 now publikely attempt to profer and ſacrifice up ſomething tothe He- 
nour of your illuſtrious Name,and to theDigmity of your reſplendent | 
Vertues: Miſieng therefore of that defired bappineſſeCby ſome rare © 
or elaborate peece ) ſufficiently to teſtifie to your Lordſhip and to the 
whole world,what 30u are to me inthe height of Hono'r,and what || 
am,C> deſire to be found of 3ou in the lownes of Obſervance and 
Humulity, {r will therefore be no lejſe my Felicity, then 30ur G ood-| 
neſſe, Tf Ju vouchſafe to accept and patromze this my Fift Booke | 
of foratgne T ragicall Hiſtories, and alſo pleaſe to permit them to | 

travell and ſeeke their Fortunes abroad in theworld, under the au- 
ſpiciousPlanet,and authenticall Paſſeport of your N{oble Protedli- 
0n,»bercin you may behold and ſee, how ſourdly, how ſacredly the Ju- | 
flice of God meets with this crying and ſcarlet Sinne of Murther, 
which(in theſe our depraved,and [innefult times ) in contempt of the 
Lawes of Heaven and Earth, make ſo lamentable and [o pro- 
digiout a progreſsion ; and how ſharpely and ſeverely it ( deſer- 
vedly ) punifheth ( thoſe Butchers, and Monſters of Nature ) 
' the perpetrators thereof , And if F may borrow ( for F defire not to 


uſurpe) 
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uſurpe)an part of your Loraſhips houres of leiſure to give firſt to the 
Knowledge,and then to the Contemplation of theſe Hiftories,and the 
feverall Accidents which they report and relate,F ſball then triumph 
in my good fortune,as having obtained that Honour and Favour, 
which F ingenuouſly acknowledge, 1 am farre more capable to deſire 
then deſerve. 

F come now to implore pardin of yowr Honour for this my Pre- 
ſumption, in inſcribing and adventuring ſo meane a worke to Jour no- 
ble acquaintance.eA nd / have ended this my Epiſtle,as ſoone as be- 
2an,to aſſure you, T hat F will ever(rehigiouſly) pray unto God to ac- 
cumulate all proſperities and bleſſings on your Honour ; as alſoon 
your moſt Vertuous Conteile, and ſucceſſively on your Honourable 


$ ind Flouriſhing Poſterity,who now promuſe no leſſe then a happy and 


famous perpetuity to Jour thrice Noble N( ame, and Family. 


Your Honours in all 
Dutte and Service, 


 TonunN REYNOLDS: 
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CONTENTS OF THESE HISTORIES. 
HisrorRy X M8 


Babtiſtyna and Amarantha poyſox their Eldeſt Siſter Taquinta,after which Amarantha cau- 
ſeth her ſervantr,Bernardo and Pierya to ſtifle her elder Syſter Babtiſtyna ix her Bed.Ber- 
nardo flying away,breakes his necke with the fall off his Hor/e, Pierya is hanged for theſame, 
ſo likewiſe is Amarantha,and ber body aſter burnt 5 Bernardo being buried, his body is a 
ne ttkenup, and hanged to the Gallawes by his feete,then burnt and his aſhes throwne into 
the R1vea- 


Hiſtory XX II. 


Martino poyſoxeth his Brother Pedro,md murthereth Monfredo in the ſtreet; He afterward; 
growes mad, and in confeſſion reveales both theſe his #rnrthers to Father Thomas his Ghoſts 
ly Father, who afterwards dying,reveales it by his Letter to Cecilliana who w.:s 15 id dow to 
Monfredo,ard Siſter to Pedro and Martino. Martino h.uth firs bis right hand cut off, an1 
ther is hanged for the ſume. 


Hiſtory XXII. 


Alphonſo poyſorcth his owne Mother Sophia, and after ſheots and $14; Cathno (us he was 
walking in his Garden) with a ſhort Musket (or Carabyne) from a Window. Hes ir behe a:ie.4 
for thoſe two mmrthers, then burnt, and his aſhes throwne into the River. 


Hiſtory XXIV. 


Pont Chauſey ki//s La Roche ix « Ducll. Quatbriilon c.u/eth Moncallier (uw Apothecary) 
to poyſon bis owne brother Valtontane, Moncallier after fills and breakes his mee ke fro _ 
4paire of ſtaires. Quatbriflon /ikewiſe ceujeth bis Fathers Milſer to marther ed ſtrangle 
Marieta in her bed, and to threw her body into his Mill-pond, Pierot the McYer js broken 
alive on a wheele, and Quatbriilon firſt beheaded, then burnt for the (ame. 


Hiſtory XXV. 
V alli firſt murthereth his Sorns George, an.l next poy(on. th his own? Wife Heſtr, a 3 6x ine 


afterwards almoſt killed by a p11 Bull in the Fields, hee reveaeth thc h.s two wanthors, for 
the which hee is firſt humeed, andthen burnt. 
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His TORY KC XE 


Babtiſtyna a»d Amarantha poyſon their ElJeft Siſter Taquinta, after which Amarantha cauſeth 
her ſervants Bernardo and Pierya toſtifte her Elder Sifter Babtyſtina is ber bed; Bernardo fiy- 
ing, breakes his mecke with the fall off his Horſe, Pierya is hanged, ſolikewiſei; Amarantha,end 
her body after burnt, Bernardo being buried, his body is againe taken wp, hanged tothe Gallowes by 
hit feet #h:n bwrnt,and his aſhes throwne into the agre. 


mite Golden times being paſt, what doth this Iron or flinty age 
yi ofours produce, but Thornes for Roſes, and Brambles for 
Lillies,I meane bloudy and barbarous acts inſtead of deeds of 
Compaſſion and workesof Charity?Not bur that Chriſtiani- 
x91 EAST of tie(asa faire andgloriousvaile) covereth the face of Exrope, 
= I 894 (off asthe firmamentof Heaven doth that of Farth , and that(by 
IR the mercy of God)there are now great variety of learned and 


godly Preachers, who(by rhe ſanCtity of their lives, and che 


0 co 5 05 Wf purity oftheir Dorine)ſpend the greateſt part both of cheir 


| time, and of themſelves topropagate Vertue, and Piery in 
usand conſequently to root our vice and Sinne from among us; Bur itisthe yaniry ofour 
thonghts,the corruption of our x 19908 Narures, the infirmity ofour Indgements, the 


weaknefſe of our Faith, the coldnefſe of our Zeale,and our negle@ of prayer,which ſome- 
times ( O that I might nor ſay too too often ) tranſporteth our ſelyes, beyond ourſelves, 
and our reſolutions and ations beyond the bounds of reaſon, yea and violently carryerh 


us to deſperateand inhumane attemprs,which this next deplorable Hiſtory will fo 5Ppe- 
rantly 


| 
| 
| 
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rantly and perſpicuouſly verifie unto us, that wee ſhall diflicultly reade it with ut 
ſighes, nor underſtand it without teares, atleaſt if we have but the ſparkes of ſo mu ch 


Charity jn our hearts, and Piety in our Soules as the unfortunate Authours, and miſe. . 


rable Actours hereof wanted. 


F Txſcany be the beauty and glory of 7taly, then Florexce (the capital City thereof ) 

mult needs bee that cf Twſcary 3; orelſe 1t could not ſo juſtly and generally deſerve 

that true and excellent Epethite of Faire. It is a City which hath given Cock Life 
and being to the Illaſtrious Family of the Medicis, (or as ſome affirme, they to it.) 
The worſt Grounds about itare Vineyards, and the beſt are dainty Meadowes, 2nd 
delicate Gardens, or rather their Gardens are Meadowes for their ſpaciouſneſſe, and 
their Meadowes are Gardens for their fertility and beauty. It is divided and croſſed 
in two parts by the famous River Arno, and that River againe by two ſtately Bridges 
curioutly embeliſhed and adorned with many Marble and Alabaſter Statues, The 
Streetshereof are well paved, broad and long 3 the Buildings (for the moſt part) ra- 
ther Palaces than private Houſes, and the Temples for ſumptuouſneſſe and beauty, 
nothing inferiour to the beſt, and riche(t of 7taly, eſpecially the two moſt ſumptuous 
and unparalleld Chappels of the Babti/iariz, and Saint Lorenzo, as alſo the Doxo, and 
Campanella (vibich is the Tower) thereof, it being a molt magnificent and ſtately Ca- 
thedrall Church, which not onely catcheth our eye with wonder, but ſurpriſeth our 
thoughts with admiration, as all our Engliſh Noblemen and Gentlemen Travellers 
doe (peradventure) know farre better than my ſeliez Ifay in this rich and faire City 
of Florence, neere the Church of thc Dominican Friers,in the latter dayes of the Great 
Duke Ferdinand, there d welt an ancient, vertuous, aud generous Cavalier, named Seig* 
nier Leoxardo $t-eni, deſcended of a Noble Family, ncere to the City of Piſtoia,where 
his Aunceftours left him many faire Demcanes, and a very rich Patrimony. the which 
(through his Frugality, Vertue and VV itcdome, the true Foundation of moſt of the 
chiefelt Houſes, and beſt Families of 7taly) hee managed and improved ſo well, that 
within the ſpace of twenty yeares hee became exceeding rich and opulent, but neere 
about this time, that the ſweetnelfe of his content,,might receive ſome checke of bit- 
ter affiition, to ſhew him thatman is ſubject to God, and that there is no perfect or 
permanent felicity hcere on Earth, his Lady Alcydina died, which brought him much 
ſorrow and affliction, having onely yet this joy and conſolation left him, that hee had 
by herin marriage, three proper young Ladies to his Daughters, named, 7aquinta, Bab- 
tiſtznaand Amaranthe, who albeit, hee hoped would prove the ſtayes and comforts of 
his Age, yct they will futurely afoord him, farre lefle {elicity, and more miſery than 
he canexpect, or my Readers (as yct) any way concet1ve or imagine, the which, to ap- 
proveand verifie, they are by me prayed to underſtand, and remember, that theſe two 
youngeſt Daughters, Babtiſtzna, and Amarantha, are wondertull faire and beaurifull, of 
a reaſonable tall ſtature, very ſtrezght and ſlender but 7aquinta, the eldeſt Daughter 
3s of a browne complexion, ſhort, and crook-backd, but ſhe hath this ſleight, that her 
T aiJors art ſerves to overvaile the defeCte, and to cover the deficiency of her Nature 
and ſhe herſe]te hath the ſkill to put on freſh tincture and complexion on her face, vi- 
ces which the purity and ſimplicity of former Ages were not acquainted with, or elſe 
purpolcly diſdained and hated, aithough the prideand vanity of theſe our times doe 
ambitiouſly allow and practiſe them. Apaine, Zaquinta 15 proud and ſtately, Babtiſtyna 
cl.ollericke, ſullen, and revengetull, and Amarantha (to the eye and judgement of the 
World) pleaſant and courteous. Have wee but a little patience, and wee ſhall ſhortly 
{-e cach of theſe three Siltere,appeare 1n their true colours, and in very different wayes 
to aCt their ſeverall Parts upon the Stage and Theater of this their Hiſtory. 

Streni (ceing himſclfe a Widdower, not ſo much favoured of God to have any 
Sonne toenjoy his Name and Lands, and all his three Daughters to be now capable of 
Marrjagez Hce (as a provident and loving Father) holds 1it a great point of _O_— 
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Hiſt, XX, Strew and ba three unfortunate Daughters. 
and diſcretion ix himnow'toleive his Matinour Houſe of Cardura neere Piſtoja,and to 
herake himſelfeto live und reſide in 'Florxce, hoping thereby withlefl> difficulty, and 
farre more advantage, tolooke out and provide fit Huſbands -for his Daughters, an- 
{werabte'to their Ranke'and Degree; which diſpoſition andrefolution of his plea- 
fed them well, '*and adminiftred them cauſe of gteat content and joy, ith itis now 
rowne to a cuſtome, and an habite, that young Ladies and Gentlewomengve infi- 
mtely deſireto live in great Townes and Cities, where they may ſee, and be ſeene, and 
efpecially in thoſe of 7raly;tmore than in-anyCountry of the World, where the whole 
Nobility and Gentry makeall their aboad and refidence, the which indeed its one of 
the main points,andeſſentiall reaſons, why their Cities ate ſo rich, popnlous.and faire. 
Thus we ſee Streniand his three Daughters by this time core to Florece,and dwell 
(as T have formerly faid) necre the Monaſtery of the Dominican Friers, where his 
wealth, birth, and port, cauſe him'tobe viſited and frequented of the beſt rid nobleſt 
fort of that City, and asthe time of his reſidence, ſothe number of hisacquamtance 
encreaſeth, for vertueis capable to purchaſe friends every where, and his wealth and 
Daughters beauties like ſo tmafly powerfull Lures and Adamants draw many young 
Hant Gentlemen to his Houſe to ſte and ferve thems Where although Babtiftyra 
and Ararantha, are beloved and foughtin Marriage of many, yet their Father iSre(0- 
hite'to marry their eldeſt Siſter 74quzzta firſt, wherefore when any Noblemen or Gen- 
temen come to his Honfe, ſhee is to be ſcene, and courted, but Babriſtywaand Atraran- 
tha are mewed and faſt locked up ina Chamber. They grieve hereat, bat they can nei- 
ther alter nor remedy this their Fathers refolution, for his word muſtbee their Oracle, 
und his will their Law. Now before I proceed farther inthe dilation of this Hiſtory, 
ws I one way commend Sr7ezz his reſolation to marry his eldeſt Daughter firſt, fo yet 
i approving his diſcretion for her preferment, I muſt nevertheleſle raxe his want of 
affection, in hindring that of his two youngeſt Daughtersz For as it was a courteſte of 
him to have 7aquinta feene of Suters, fo it was a degree of diſreſpect, I may fay, of 
truelty in him to confine Bubtiflyna and 4mrarantha as Priſoners to their Chambere, 
when divers of them carne purpolely and honourably to his Houfe, both toſceand 
feeke them in Marriage. | | 
But 7aquinta( armed with her fathers love and authority ) growes extreamely impe- 
rious and ſtately 3 She triumpheth in conceit to ſee herſelfe preferred of her father be- 
fore her Siſters.She ſees her two ſiſters Baptiſtyn#aand Amaranthaare ſited and ſought for 
in marriape by dive rs Cavilliers, ahd the very conſideration hereof grieves, and the re- 
membrance affiicts her, but wit hall ſhe obſerves, that they care my ſobey, or contra- 
dic their fathers command, to affeR or ſpeake with any, and therefore the very know- 
kdge and remembrance hereof.apaine _—_— her,Asz itis a happineſle for us to pur- 
chaſe friends, ſo it isa miſery to loſe them. Her liſters love her,but ſhee lovesnot them, 
they are as unworthy of her hatred,as ſhe is of their affetion. Nature(indeed)hith gi- 
ven her the prerogative,and priviledge, but yet ſhee ſhould conſider, thac they ate her 
Siſters, and not her Servants, and that their bloud is hers &hers theirs. Itis an argumiene 
of indiſcretion and inſolenty,for one Brother or Siſter to thinke themſelves better then 
inother;But many Gentlewomen, who are Siſters, eſteeme pride a ſecond beauty, of 
at leaſt anexcellent Grace-and Ornament to thetm, and therefore to preferre and cl@: 
vate themſelves, they cate not how they diſpatage atid deie& others. The beauty of 
Bapti{ty724 and 1);araptha is an cye-ſore to Taninta The tree of thalice never productth 
fruit. It is (till a happy vert for iis tothecke and vanquiſh our owne vices. She 
owes that inany Gentlemen love them, biit ſees and obſerves with griefe, that none 
ect her Her detire to thatry is ſo ttciodeſtly licentious and boundleile, as ſhee could 
willingly reſolve to accept of arty Gehtleinnd for her hiisband, that (ould be cotiretit 
totake her for his wife-but Incontinithey proves [till a pefnicioos counſellor to youiiz 
tes and Gentlewomen: Now, a5Ca#tharides flye ſtill tb the faireſt Aowers 5 Io (hee 
( and indeed infiriieely bites the hp, arid grieves to {te') that all Lorersand Sulors 
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flie to one of theſe her two Siſters, and wholly.abandon and forlake her ſelfe : but be. 
ivg a woman, ſhe want not an invention to;apply a preſent remedy tothis her diſcon- 
tentand choller. Shee muſt have her Siſters beauties and ,braveries eclipſed, that hee; 
may appeare more bright, and reſplend. and ſhine with more luſtre-and glory : Shee 
knowes that Chriſtall ſeemes precious when Diamonds axe not in place; to which 
end, ſhee very paſſionately, and yet.ſ\ubtilly workes upon the affeftions of her Father 
and obtaines of him, that as her yeares, ſo berapparell may exccll and exceed that of 
her Siſters, the which hee inconſtderately grants her z and this ſhee receives and con. 
ceives to bee a ſtep to her advancement, and an obſtacle to theirs. So if they formerly 
grieved to ſee themſelves: impriſoned in a Chamber, whiles ſhee to her content and 
pleaſure rejoyceth both to ſee, and to bee ſeeneof Gentlemen : So now their diſcon- 
tent thereof. growes into choller, and their-choller into rage, to ſee this their elde; 
Siſter 7aquintanot onely.to ſtep ſome degrees beyond them, butlikewiſe many beyond 
her ſelte in her apparell.. | ny WU 
Itis ever a wife and diſcreet vertue in Parents to diftribute their favours and afee- 
Cionsequally to their Children, or if they chance to affect one better than others, at 
leaſt that they be ſo reſerved and cautious, as to conceals it ſecretly to themſelves, that 
the reſt may neither perceive nor know it. That Srez; ſought to marry 7aquinta before 


Babtiſtyno and Amarantha (asI formerly have ſaid) hee did well, but yet to make them 


loſe when they might finde and = a fortune, was withall to bee 1ndiſcreer, if not 
_.urnaturall. Mens fancies and affectior 

 bytheeye, as the eye isby the Heart. Some will priſe and affect beauty withour ver- 
tue, others vertue without beauty ; but where both meete and cencurte, it doth net 
onely pleaſe, but delight, and ſo joyntly ſympathize to. make each. other excellent. 


Many of the beſt and noblcſt Cavalliers of Florexce love Babtiſtzzaand Amarantha, but | 
not Iaquinta 3 Orif they ſeeme to court 7aquirta, it is but with a reſerved Hope andin- | 
tent to enjoy the fight and company of Babtiſtznaand Amarantha. but as jealouſte and | 
malice have al waye: foure eyes in ſtead of two; ſoitisatleaſta torment, if not many | 


deaths, to Jaquinta,to ſee her two ſiſterst>liveand be beloved of all ſuters.and her ſelfe 


of none3 the which to prevent, and fo to ſtop the progrefle of their Triumphs, and | 


conſequently of her owne diſcontent and affliction, ſhee (not deſirous to have two 


ſuch Starres of beauty to appeareand ſhine together in the Firmament of her Fathers | 
- Houſe in Florence) doth ſo ſecretly undermine, and ſo cunningly prevaile with him, as | 
her two Siſters (when they leaſt dreame or thinke thereof) are by his order and com- | 


mand ſuddenly ſent away by Coach to his Countrey Houle of Cardura, neere Piſtoia 
(whereof wee have already made mention) notwithſtanding all their requeſts, ſighes, 

and teares tothe contrary, and there by his appointment to bee privately and diſconſc- 
lately ſhut up, from any acceſle or converſation of any man whatſoever, and under 


the charge and cuſtody of an old ill-favoured Beldame (ſometimes their Schoolmi- | 


ſtris) named Dona Malevola, ? | RY 
Babtiſtyna and Amarantha, being enforced to baniſhment from Florence to Cards- 


ra, beleeved that it proceeded as well by the pride and malice:of their Siſter Taquinta, | 
as by the ſeverity of their Father 3 They know not from what Saint to implore aide or | 


aſliſtance, or from what point their Art, or Invention to expe for hope or redreſle 
- hereof; But at length (being conſtrained to make a Vertue of Neceſlity) they brooke 
this their diſgrace, with as much patience as. they may, no way doubting (much lefle 
diſpairing) but that a little time will worke a greatalteration in their Eſtates and For- 
tunes; But ſeeing a moneth paſt over, and their Keeper Mylevola, {till more and more 
bent to reſtraine them of their liberty, without, ſuffering them to ſee or ſpeake with 
any Stranger, or any Stranger with them, they at laſt recolleCt, and plucke up their ſpi- 
rits to themſelves, and ſo reſolve to write a faireLetter to their Father, and a peremp- 
tory one to their Siſter 7aguizta, to procure their returne to Florexce, which they doe, 
and ſend it by one Bernardo a truſty Servant of theirs, Thatitotheir Father ſpake thus. 
BABTIGTINA 
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BABTISTINA and AMARANTHA to STRENT. 


T 4s with much aſtoniſhment and griefe tows that you have ſo ſodainely baniſhed us from your 
[ preſence, and from Florence, tolive here rather as Priſonersthen your Daughters, in your 
Conntrey houſe of CardurazAnd having the honour to be ſo great a part of your ſelfe,we do not 
alittle wonder what our Errors or Crimes ſhould be, that we muſt be inforced to be deprived of 
that felicity, and ſuffer this miſery. If we have beene ſought unto by any Noblemen or Gentlemen, 
it hath beene in the way of marriage,and therefore in that of h1our,and yetwe have {till ſo ſtri&?« 
hy tyed our fancies to our Duties, and our affeFions to our obedience towards you, that in the 
leaſt degree we have not [werv'd from your conſent, but have done, and doe ſtill invioluably mthe 
our Pleaſare t herein our reſolution,and your Will and Commands our Law.But we are confid-nt 
that altboughyou are the cauſe, yet our Siſter Jaquinta 3s the ſole Author of this our ſorrowfull 
and immerited ſequeſtration 3 Who (peradventure)inregard that her beauty comes ſhort of our s, 
that her malice therefore muſt not onely exceed the bounds of Reaſon, but of Nature. And althou gh 
allege her Privilege and Prerogative of yeares againſt us, yet becauſe our bloud is as good gs 
hers,and our hearts and education no worſe, therefore we humbly beſeech you tobe ſo favourable, 
and kinde to us, that inregard her Malice and Pride hath made her our accuſer, and which js 
worſe our enemy,that you will not make her our TIndge,but that we may ſpeedily reobtaine the hay- 
pineſſe to returne and live with you inF lorence,without which we} all aſſuredly either live here 
in Diſpaire,or ſhortly dye in Diſcontent and Miſery:Which requeſt of ours is ſo inſt and equall,as 
ou cannot deny it to us either in afftion or nature,much leſſe in reaſon or pitty. God ever AE 


you with happineſſe, and make us happy in your bleſſang. 


BABTISTYNA. 
AMARANTH A. 


Their Letter to their Siſter 74q#inta depainted theſe paſſions. 
BABTISTYNA and AMARANTHA to JaqvINTA. 


þH Aving euriouſly examined our thoughts and ations, we cannot find the leaſt ſhaddow of 
* cauſe,omch lee of Reaſon, why thou ſhouldjt ſo ſharpely exaſperate onr Father againſt us, ſo 
ſuddenly to baniſh andexile us from Florence to Cardura, neither doe we thinke it is for that 
we are fairer then thy ſelfe, but that thou art more malicious then us, which hath occaſioned thee 
and thox precipitated him to this ſharpe reſolution againſt us. If thou art deſerons of a Husband, 
let it content thee, that as yet we no way intend or deſire to become Wives to any,and therefore if 
thou wilt n0t beleeve us,at leaſt beleeve this truth from ns, that thou haſt far more reaſon to doubt 
thine owne haſte, then any way to ſuſpeC or feare ours therein, for whiles thou prayeſt for a Hus- 
band, we will firſt make it our Prayers to God, that we may be capable an happy to deſerve good 
ones. Wee adviſe thee therefore in Love.and connſell thee in affeFion and Charity, to conſider ſe- 
riouſly with thy ſelfe,that we are thy Siſters, not thy Servants much leſſe thine Enemies and in 
that regard that we are as unworthy of thy malice,as unwilling and uncapable to digeſt it.becauſe 
the priority of thy yeares can no way juſily introduce an inequality in our bloud and if thou wilt 
not inforce ns to degenerate from our ſelves, and conſequently from the nature and affeFion of 
Siſters ,thou ſhalt doe us great right,and to t(fſelfe more reaſon, to cauſe our Father to recall us 
home to him, with as mmch celerity and favonr, as he ſent us away from him with diſconrteſſe 


and indignation. 


BABTISTYNA, 
AMARANTHA. 


The Lackey Ber#ardo arriving to Florence,and having delivered theſe two Letters to 


Srenjand Taquinta, they breaking up the ſeales thereof, peruſed and read on their 
| ontents 
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Contents when he ſmiling to ſee the indiſcretion of two theſe his daughters,attributeg 
this their diſobedience towards him, and their diſcontent towards their ſiſter Taquinta 
rather to ignorance and ſimplicity, then to malice,and yet hee could not but wonder at 
this their bold and peremptory Letter ſent him : But forqzaquinta, ſhee was ſo galled and 
netled with her two ſiſters inſolent carriage and Letter towards her,thatit exceeding] 

troubled and perplexed her, but eſpecially, and farre the inore, for that ſhee feared 
thattkeir Letter to her Father might cauſe him to grant their returne to Florence, the 
which to her poſſible power ſhe would no way willingly permit or ſuffer, as deſirous to 
rule and governe her Father alone, and fo to raigne ſole Lady over his humours and 
houſe, without rivals and competitors : to which end ſhe goes to him, and in the ſofteſt 
apd {ſweeteſt tearmes which either her art, or malice could invent, ſhe? extreame- 
ly incenſ{eth him againſt her Siſters, alledging to him that their ſtay in Cardura was ne- 
ceſlary, and their diſobedient motion for their returne to Florence too infolent and in- 
{upportable,and that ſhe hoped with confidence, that he would not permit their malice 
ſo unjuſtly to fa)l and refleft on her, becauſe ſhee was as innocent as they guilty 
thereof, and that for any thought and delire of ahusband ſhe vowed ſhe had none, but 
that his will, and pleaſure ſhould in all things bee hers, as reſolving both to live un- 
der his commands, and todye in his favour and feryice: Which ſugred and treacherous 
{ſpeeches of hers ſo prevailed and vanquiltked the credulity of her old Father, yea and ſo 
powerfully wrought and trenched upon his attection, that being all in choler againſt 
Baptiſiynaand Amarantha,he reſolves with himſclfe toreturne chem a ſharpe anſwer,and 
commands 7agzinta to doe the like, the which they both write and fend backe tothem 
by Bernardo, who returning to Cardura, hee delivereth his two young Ladies and Mi- 
ſtreſſes theſe two Letters,and they ſpeedily and privately retyring themſelves to a cloſe 
ſhaddowed arbour in the Garden, they there with much earn: {c defire and impati- 
ency,fir{t breake up that of their Father, wherin contrary to their hopes, butnot to their 
fceares.thcy tinde this language. 
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STRENI to BAPTISTYNA and AMARANTH A. 
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F it be not purpoſely to croſſe your owne good fortunes.you would not jo raſhly and perexiptority 
have attempted to eroſſe #19 good intentions and affedion towards yon,in ſending you to Car- 
dura,but would have brooked it with as wmnch patienceas I ſee you doe with diſtontent,and befure 
ihis act of yeur diſobedience, now revealed nee in your Letter, Theld you for my Daughters, not 
for mine enemies,and tine houſe of Cardura to be rather a palace than a priſon for you : [0 if you 
knew ow ill thoſe errors of yours become you,you would rather redeem them with repentance and 
teares than remember them either with the leaſt thought of delightor conceit,or ſenſe of joy.Nay 
thinke with your (elves what mod:ſty it was, what wijedome it is,for your green youth to preſume 
(or todare to pre/ume)to teach my gray age how,or when,tochuſe you husbands,whenG od knowes 
that neither your years nor your diſcretion,do as yet make you capable to think of husbands;audif 
you have any judgement remaining in you,then judge with your ſelves how falſe andincongruous 
your reaſons are,when in words you pretend to obey my commands, and yet in effeds you wilfully 
oppoſe and contradi@ them. And having uſed me with ſo ſmallreſpe,ſee againe with how much 
untrath and envy you abuſe your ſiſter Jaquinta,who to my knowledge 3s as innocent of thoſe falſe 
ufterſrons of pride and malice towards you, as your ſelves are guilty of them towards her,ſithſhe 
loves nothing more,and you affeF nothing leſſe than humility and charity,their contraries;for be- 
lieve me,T find her to be your true friend, & your ſelves to be the greateſt & only enemies to your 
ſelncs;for otherwiſe you cannot live 3n the ſmalleſi\degree of deſpair,diſcontent,or miſery, becanſe 
'ſnch is z1y care of your education and maintenance,that no young Ladies of Tulcany,and few of 
Italy.of your ranke and quality,are brought up in more bravery,delight,and honor,the which my 
indulgency &affeFion ſhall ſtill continue to you,if your diſobedience &- folly henceforth give me 
:  nofarther motive to the contrary:and therefore as you tender my bleſſing, T charge you to make it 
Jour delight and prattice 1: think of God,not of husbands;of your love to your (iſter Jaquynta;pot 


of herhatred to you ;, an of your Frayer-bookes, your Lutes, and your Needles, and not of, ſuch 
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vzine conceipts, and paſſions, wherewith you have ſluff'd and farcedup your Letter to mee z the 
which, together with the Copie of this of mine to you, TInow incloſe and returne to your Go 
gereſſe Malevola, that ſhe hereafter may be more careful of your conduion and carriage, 
ad that you give more houres to diſcretion and honour, andleſſe to idleneſſe atid vanity, to 
theend that ſhee ſeeing her fault in yours, ſhee may thereby the better futurtly know how to 
teach, and you how to learne to reforme them. And jo T beſeech God who hath made you my 
Daxehters, to bleſſe, and make you his faithful ſervants. R 
TRENI. 


They having thus peruſed their Fathers Letter , and ſeene his ſpleene and paſſions 
wards them, they cannot ſo much accuſe him of choller, as they beleeve they have 
raſon to condemne their ſiſter 7aquizta of cruelty towards them 53 wherefore with 
more ſpeed then affeftion, and with more haſte then charity, they likewiſe breakeup 
the ſeales of her Letter, wherein ſhe greets them thus. 


\ 


JAQYVINTA to BABTISTINA and AMARANTHA- 


— farre ſrome incenſing, or precipitating our Father againſt you, as Tvow to God, andto 
yor;that his ſending of you from Florence to Cardura, was not onely without my conſent, 
ht withont my knowledge 3 and for calling in queſtion either the thought of your beanties, or 
wy bucbandr, you equally wnong me, and the truth thereinsfor it is that moſt whereof I trou- 
i wy heart and minde leaſt + and therefore my haſte to marry comes infinitely ſhort of your 
jedowfie antd feare 5 andexcept it be ont of your pride and malice,of Siſters ts become mine exc= 
wes bereirs, I know no cauſe in Nature, and leſſe reaſon in Grace, why thoſe falſe ſuggeſtions 
yours ſhould fall within the compaſſe of your conceipts, or thoſe untrue ſcandalls within the 
of your heart and pert,and it is as vaine as ridiculous either for your love or counſel ever 
tthinke to make mee belecve or conceive the contrary. As for thepriority of my yeares, it ſhall 
woer make wice efteeme worſe of you then of my ſelfe 5, for my con[cience to God, and my at i- 
ms to the world ſhall ſtill make it apparent, that although you contemne my friendſhip, Twill 
ptcorroborate and cheriſh yours, and that there ſhall want no good will or zeale in mee, that 


_— to your deſires and expeFation) our Father doe not ſpeedily recall you from Car- 


ara to Florence, where your preſence ſhall ſtill be my happineſſe, and your company my con= 
tent and felicity: Andexcopt your deportments and carriage towards me give me not henceforth 
jſt cauſe ts divert me from this ſijterly affection and reſolution, Tam conſtantly reſolved both 
lleve and dye in the ſame. 


JAQVINTA. 


I rdtiftinaand Amaranth having thus read and conſidered theſe two ſeverall Letters 


their Father and Siſter 7aquizta, they are infinitely incenſed and chollerick to ſee 


I ts diſcourtefie, and her diſfimulation and cruelty towards them,in that they muſt be 


nforced to live a ſolitary countrey life in Cardura, whiles ſhee triumphs in pride, and 


I fants it out in bravery in Florence ; & as they much repine and murmure at his diſ-af- 


fetion, ſo they infinitly diſdain and complaine of her imperious courſes and carria 


{ towards them,adding no beliefe to her Letter, but judging it to be hypocriticall. They 
I pitty the weaknefle of their Fathers judgement,in ſuffering himſelfe to be ſo violent- 


ly tranſported & carried away by the ſubtile policie & ſecret malice of their fiſter to- 
wards them;zwherein although their duty and obedience do ſome way excuſe his age, 
jet their blood and beauty can no way poſlibly diſpence with the pride and maliceof 
her youth, which they hourely ſee confirmed & made apparent in the unaccuſtomed 
ing and hard uſage of their Governeſſe Malevola towards them, which with her beſt 
endevours and ambition fought as well to captivate their minds as their perſons, by © 


| making her ſelfe to be as much their Goaler as their Governeſle 3 but they vow tore- 


quite her unkindneſle, and to revenge their Siſter 7aquinta's cruelty towards them : 
| Na | They 
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They ſee her detormityin their beauty, her malice in theirlove,and her pride intheir 
humiltty 3 fo they alter the courſe of their naturall affeftion,and now decline,in ſtead 
of increating.in {iſter}y love and charity towards this their ſiſter. To goe retrograde 
in verrue,is to goe forwards in vice; forasi: is the marke, fo it 1s the duty of Chriſj-. 
ansro render.,zood forevill, bat not evill for good : yea, all contrary examples and: 
Axiomes are tl tanght,and worſe pradtiſed, and it is to be feared, that the end there« 
of w1i'l produce at leaſt ſorrow, if not miſery and deſtruCtion. 14 
But Bubtiſtyra and Amarantha are too young and wilfull to make good uſe of their 
ſiſter Zaquinta's bad afteCtion,and malicious carriage towards them 3 forelſ{e, had the 
hal'as Dych witas beauty, oras much affeCtion as malice, they would then fliethat 
which they follow.,and dete ſt this blood y deſigne and reſolution of theirs, which they 
row intend.t6 imbface and putin praftic -. They are weary of their iſters harduſape 


of them, they cannotdigeſt her imperiouſneſle and pride, and (inal outward fems | 


blance and.apparance) if they ſtay from marriage till ſhe be married,they may all dis 
Maids,and as our Englith adage goes, hip Apes in Hell for company. T hey preferre 
their beauty before hers; asmuch as ſhe doth her age before theirs, and deeming it im- 
poſiible tor them to have Huſbands ere ſhee be a wife, they thereupon abandon all 
reaſon and religion, and ſo at one time begin both to delire-and toplot her death 

and of theſe two wretched ſiſters Babtiſtyns 1s the moſt forwards inthis their minds 
deplorable bufineſſe; for ſhe is ſo weake with God, and Satan ſo ſtrong with her,rhat 


ſhe ſhics often: to her ſelfe, ſhe can reape no content in this world, before her ſiſter; | 
qitinta {ce another. It were better for us notto _— a {tn, than ſeeing it, nottoprs | 


vent,but perpetrate it. To which end,ſhe purpoſely lets fall ſome words to her friter 
Amzarantha tending and bending that wayz but Amarartha is too courteous to befo 
cruell, and too rehgious, to be fo outragtousand diabolicall toany, eſpecially toher 
ſiſter : had ſhe lived in the piety” and perſevered in the integrity of this opinion and 
conſcience,peradventure, her dajes had ſeene better fortunes,and her end been freed 
from ſo much miſery. It is not enough for us to be vertuous and godly, except wee 
religiouſly and faithfully continue therein 3 for conſtancy in all good and pious at 
ons, makes men and women excellent, and of being wholly mortall, tu become (ina 


manner) partly divine : But (to report Truth in her naked colours) Araranthaistoo | 


weake to reſiſt her ſiſter Babtiſtyna's ſtrong temptations and perſwaſions. It is aner- 
cellent'vertue and happinefle in us, to have oureares ſti]l open to good counſel!, and 
ſhut to that which is evill and pernitious : but Amarantha hoping and deſiring to gaine 
a good Huſband, makes her in a ſinall time conſent to the loſle of a bad fiſter; ad 
now ſhee 1s therefore fully reſolved to jJoyne with Babtiſizza, to make Taquinta away- 
Good God, what eruelty, rage and barbariſme is it, for two ſiſters to reſolve to mur- 
ther their thizd ! But this 1s not all; for we ſhall ſee more blood ſpilt upon the Thea- 


ter of this Hiſtory, before wee ſee the Cataſtrophe thereof. Theſe two unvaturall | 


oung Gentlewomen, having thus ſwapt a bargaine with the Divell,todiſpatch their 
iſter 7aqzinta, they now conſult on the manner thereof, whether or no, they ſh 


performe it with Ponyard or Poiſon; but at laſt they agree upon poiſon, bur diſagree | 


which of them ſhall adminiſter it to her, and if there were any ſpark of grace remait- 
10g incither of theſe two bloody minded ſiſters,it was in Amzarantha; for ſhee cannot 


find in her heart or conſcience to doe it,and yet ſhe 1s ſo graceleſle and impious,as ſhe | 
freely gives way to the performance of this bloody fact ; fo in the end, they fall upon | 


this ungodly reſolution, that lots muſt decideir ; thus the divell holds, and they as ts 
infernall factorsand agents, draw them;and it falls to Babtiflznato do it. But hereere 
they proceed farther inthe progreſle of this Jamentable butineſſe,and tow to execute 
itz they are now aflaild witha doubt & difficulty of no meane importance; for as they 


hold it requifite for them to performe this murther in Florerce,ſo they know not how 


toeſcaps from the watchfull Governeſſe Malevola from Carduxa:but they are women, 


and therefore they will be induſtrious in their malice they arc Ladies, and Fee 
| ther 
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they will bee {wift and ſubtile in their revenge 3 for having gold (though nottheir 
liberty at their command) they reſolve that the firſt ſhall ſpeedily procure the ſe- 
cond : To whichend, they, by their ſervant Berzardo, ſecretly hire a Coach for foure 
Duckatons, the next night to carry them away very cloſely and privately from Cardy- 
ra tO Florence, and with fo many more to corrupt the Gardiner togive him the Key of 
the Garden Poſterne gate 3 both which (with much care, fidelity, and filence) he ef- 
feterh, being himſelte onely by them appointed toattend, and commanded toac- 
company them,jn.this their journey. 

. Theſe tworevengefull ſiſters having thus given order for their eſcape,and ſecretly 
packed up ſuch things as they held neceſfary to carry with them, as ſoon as their Go« 
verneſle Maleyela was in bed & faſt aſleep, who was as innocent as they wereguilty of 
this their clandeſtine departure, in comes Bernardo about midnight to their chamber 
deoxe,ta which giving a ſoft knock, they preſently deſcend the ſtaires with him to the 
Garden,& from thence tothe Coach, wherein ſeating themſelves,they leave Cardure, 
and ſo with great ſpeed drive away for Florexce,: where they arrive to their Fathers 
houſe, betw1xt nine or, ten of the clock the next morning, he much wondring, & their 
fiſter. 7aquintaextreamly perplexed & grieved at this their ſuddain & unexpected ar- 
rvall,they caſt themſelves at their Fathers feet;and crave his blefling and excuſe, but 
he receives them with more anger then joy,& ſo gives them frowne: & checksin ſt-ad 
of Kiſſes:He heares their reaſons of their unlook d;for departure from Cardura, which 
hee rejets both with contempt and choller,ſharpely reprovestheirdifobedience,and 
roweth ſpeedily to returne themzthey anſwer him.,that his preſence is the ſole felicity 


| andglory of their life, & that they had rather dye with him in Florexce,th: n live with- 


out him in Cerd#ra. As for their Siſter Jaguinta, ſhe diſſembles her love to them,as they 
doe their malice to her 3: for whiles ſhe,ſecretly wiſheth them out of Florence, ſo(in 
counterchange)do they as ſilently wiſh & deſire her in heaven:but after a day or two 
was paſt over,then their bypoert ie & difſimulation was ſuch eachto other, as(to the 
eye of the world) it ſeemed they could not be better friends, nordear: r or kinder fi- 
ſters,then now they werezſo artificially could all of them overvaile their malice. & fo 
cunningly could they conceale their different intentions, thereby the better to com- 
poſe their countenances & ſpeeches. But. when 7aquintz againe perceives that the gal- 
lants of Florence doe afreſh repaire and flock to her Fathers houſe, purpoſely to neg- 
|& her, and to admire and adore the excellent beauties of theſe her two younger (i- 
ſters,then her old jealouſie revives,and inflamesher new malice towardsthems ſo as 
with all her powerand art, ſhee againe ſecretly tampers with her Fatherither to re= 
turne them againe to Cardura,or to contract and eſpouſe them to a Nunnery,that ſhee 
might thereby triumph alone at her pleaſure,and being then ſole heire to all his lands 
and eſtate,might wed her ſelfe tothe greater fortune, and nobler huſband, and ſhee 


J yanted ncither ſighes nor teares to draw him to this herearneſt defire and reſqlution, 


This is not ſo ſecretly borne betwixt their Father and ſiſter 7aquirta, but a 
ully 


J and Amarartha have preſerit and pregnant notice-hereof,the which ſtrongly and 
J toprevent, they (now incouraged and animated by the devill)reſolve to reduce, and 


draw their bloudy contemplation into aGtion, & ſo(with marehaſt than good ſpeed) 
to diſpatch their ſiſter for heaven, becauſe they loved Florence,diſdained Cardura,and 
above all(from their hearts & OE ONeLy deteſted to ſpend & end their dayes in 


I 2 nunneryzwhen neither having the fear of God in their hearts, nor his juſtice orjudg- 


ments before their eyes, Amarantha buyes the poyſon,and Babtiſtinaadmimiſtreth it to 
their ſiſter Taquirt4,in a lemmon poſſet, which they obſerved ſhe often uſed to drinke 
the Summer time, ſo that ſome ten dayesafter ſhe dyed hereof, whennon? but God, 
befides them, was witneſle of this their unnaturall and bloudy bulineſle : So they re- 
Joyce as much as their father grievesand ſorrowes hereat,and now they are alone,and 

mineere attheir pleaſures in their Fathers houſe at F/orerce,without rivalls or com- 
petitors - But Godis asjuſt as they are ſinfull,and ca they ſhall reape but poore 

n 2 an 
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- menteth the decayes, and pittieth the runes of her owtiez and both grievesand | 


and miſerable fruits of this their bloady viftory, For within lefle then ſix weeks after 
the deplorable death of 7aquinta,a ſudden languiſhing ficknes oretakes'and ſurpriſeth 
Babtiſtyna, ſo asthe white tinfture of her face lookes yellow, and the freſh roſes anq 
lillies of her beauty did exceedingly fade, and wither of the Jaundies : A fickneſſe | 
which I thinke God ſent her purpoſely to puniſh her for that execrable crime of hers | 
in poyſoning her Siſter. But the beauty of Babr3ſt;zzacannotbe ſo much eclipſed or de- | 
formed, as that of Amaranthadaily growes more deliciouſly ſweet, and ſweetly delj- 

cious and amiable 3 fo asall thoſe Nobles and Gallants of Florence'and Twſcanie, who 

come to ſecke Stren; his Daughters in marriage, doe infinitely preferre Amaranth | 
before Babtiſtyna, and paſſicnatelydefire the firſt, as much as they now ſleightand | 
negleCt the ſecond : Babriſtina is nor ignorant hereof, but ſees it with'griefe, obſerves 

it with ſorrow, and remembers it with choller and indignationzand yet ſhe ſeekes and | 
ftrives to conceale it from ker Father, andtb difſembleitto her Siſter Amaranthe. She | 
in this wane of her beauty and joy beginnes now to participate of her dead ſiſter 14+ | 
mnt s living humours and conditionsſhe is now become the eldeſt Siſter,and there- | 
fore will not permitor ſuffer her younger to'be her mate, or equall; mich lefle herfie | 
periour 3 and alrhough her Sicknefle hath'depriv'd her of a great part of her beauty, | 
yet it hath no way diminiſhed, but rather increaſed and augmented her defire to mar- ' 
ry, ſheenvies the fight and fame of her Siſter 4m#arantha's beauty,” as muchas ſhelz. | 


ſcornes to ſee ſo many Gallants court and ſeeke her in'marriage, and none her ſelfs: | 
Now as pride and mahce (for the moſt part) are mſeparabſe companions, ſo kerdif- ! 
content h&reat made her ſo devilliſhly malicious, as ſhee ſecretly vowes'to her © 
{clfe, that ſhe could almoſt finde jn her. heart to make Xmarantha as-well a companion | 
of Taquizta's forrune, as of her bloud, but God then'preſcnting her firſt Murtherto | 
her eyes and remembrance, the devill was not then enough prevalent or powerfull | 
with her,to draw her to conceive or commit a ſecond. Thus not being willing toadde | 
murther to murther, and fo to gallop n ſtead of pacing to hell and deſtruttion, ſhee | 
nevertheleſle determinately reſolves toemulate and imitate the aCtions of her deal | 
Siſter 7aquinta, towards her living one Amrarantha ; and yet ſo to wreake her malice ! 
and revenge on her,as cloſely to infinuate,and under hand furreptitiouſly to prevaile | 
with her Father, that ſhe be ſpeedily eclipſed,and againe ſent away to Cardurs,under | 
the guard and cuſtody of Malevols, the which ſhee etfectually and briefely obtaineth | 
of him 3 ſo our young and faire Amaratha ( though infinitely againſt her will) isnow | 
inforced to leave Florexce, and ſuddainely (when ſhee leaſt thought or dreamt there- | 
of) is againe confined and baniſhed to Cardura, notwithſtanding all her ſighes,teatts, 
and prayers to her Father to the contrary. | 1 
Amarantha(with much ſorrow and more indignation) being arrived to Cardyra;ſhe is 
not a little perplexed and grieved thereat, but rather exceedingly diſcontented with * 
Her Father, and infinitely incenſed againſt her ſiſter Babriſtina for the ſame, as well | 
knowing that it wholly proceeded from her meere pride and malice towards her ; 
the which ſhee now doth not conceale, biit make apparant to her old Beldame Co ! 
verncfſe Malevola,both in her lgokes, ſpeeches, and ations. She wondreth that het 
Siſter is ſo inconfiderate of her ſelfe, and ſo imperious and bitter towards her ; and 
how it is poſſible for her ſo ſoone to forget either their joynt crime, or their ſeverall | 
danger for their ſo inhumanely and cruelly poyſoning th: ir elder Siſter 7aquinta; | 
the conſideration and remembrance whereof is of ſo ſharpe and bitter dige- | 
ſtion to her, as her thouglits vow to her heart, and her heart ſweares to | 
the Devill, that ſhee neither can nor will long indure it 3 y a, the time ſeemes | 
ſoirkeſome to her, and her ſtay in Cardyra ſo infinitely long and tedious, as if houres | 
were yeares, and dayes ages, that ſhee often thought to ſteale away from thence } 
to Florence, either on foot or horſe-back, and ſo to have pur herſelfe into fome | 
diſguiſed apparel], that none ſhould knoyy thereof before ſhee cameto her F _ | 
oule 
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houſe and preſence:butatlaſt confidering.that her repuration & fortune might ſuffer 
much in this ation, ſhe holds it not amiſle, rather convenient, frſt to write to her 
Father and Siſter, to ſee if her Letters may prevaile with them for her returne 3 the 


which ſhe doth, and ſends them to them to Flerence by her old truſty ſervant Bernar- 


do. Her Letter to her Father bewrayed theſe paſſions. 


AMARANTHA tO STRENT. 


Y obedience hath not deſerved ſo much contempt and hatred, as that (without cauſe or 
M reaſon) you ſhould thus againe baniſh mee-from Florence to Cardura 3 and with how 
much griefe and ſorrow T digeſt it, I can better relate with diſcontent, then conceale with pati- 
ence : How deare yeur ſight and preſence was, andever ſhall be to mee, if you will not know,and 
withall remember, God doth 5 for my ſoule appeales unto him, and my heart to Heaven, that1 
wade it the chiefeſt life of my joy, and the ſweeteſt joy of my life 5 $0 as ifyon arenot the cauſe, 
Tam ſure my Siſter Baptiſtyna zs of this (undgſerved) cruelty towards me, who out of her 
pride, ambition, and malice, ſtrives to bee as unnaturally imperious to mce as my deceaſed 
Siſter Jaquinta was both to her ſelfe and mee. The remedy hereof is every way worthy of you, 
as you are my Father, and of my ſelfe, as God and Nature have made mee your Daughter ; for if 
you will not permit mee to reſpire andbreath the ayre of Florence, Twill ſhortly hazard my 
life to enjoy that of heaven * for already this my inforced exile hath brouzht mee to extreams 
diſcontent, and that almoſt to utter deſpaire. 
AMARANTHA. 
Her Letter to her Siſter Babizſtynza carryed this tucitage : 


AMARANTHA to BABTISTINA. 


{ Youldji thou not be contented to live happy in Florence, but that thou muſt needs con- 
firaine our Father to make mee live z1iſerable here in Cardura? Is our Siſter Jaquinta's 
blood already cold, or is the memory as well as the manner and cauſe of her death already of 
thee forgotten, and ſo rakedup in the duſt of her Grave £ Tudge with thy jelfe ( if thou art not 
wholly as devoid ef judgement, as of affeFion and charity) what apalpable, yea what a groſſe 
and ſottiſh vice it is in thee, hereby to make thy jelfe both guilty of her pride, and Heire appa- 
rant to her malice. Iremember thoſe ingratefull crimes and vices of hers towards ws with 
pitie, and Tpitty theſe of thy ſelfe to me with admiration, in that thon wilt not ſuffer.mee to 
live at the courteſie of thy tongue, when thou well knoweſt that thy life ſtands at the mercie of 
mine 5 Not that I am either ſo malicious ts thee, or ſo nncharitable or undiſcreet to wy ſelfe.ts 
wiſh thee any diſaſter or danger to the prejudice of mine ewne happineſſe,and ſafety 3 for I de- 
ſire all peace, roy es and atonement betwixt us : the which if thou wilt grant mee, by 
Gmſmng our Father ſpeedily to recall mee home to Florence, he ſhall then ſee, and thon aſſured- 
h fide, that I will bee as wnch thy Handmaid as thy Siſter, and that Twill farre ſooner both 
bope a#d pray for a good Hnsband for thee, then for myſelfe © but if thou deny me this curte- 
fe, then blame not me, but thy ſelfe, if the event and iſſne ofthis thy cruclty come too ſhort of 
thy hopes, and ſo (peradventare) flie a pitch farre beyond thy expeFation. 


AMARANTHA-. 


Bernardo being thus charged by his Lady AF nthe,or the ſafe and ſpeedy delive- 
yof theſe her two letters, as alſo to procure her Fathers and Siſters Anſwers to them, 
hee rides away tO Florerice, where he is no ſooner arrived at Siren? his houſe, but mee- 
ting with the young Lady Babtiſtyna, and thinking to deliver her letter (whether it 
yere out of haſte,or misfortune,or bothJhe delivers her her Fathers letter, in ſtead of 
her owne,the which ſhe well obſerving,ſhe haſtily and purpoſely breaksup the ſeales 
thereof, and filently reads it to her ſelfe 3 m_— growing firſt red with choller, and 
om | n 3 * then 
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then againe pale with envie, ſhee folds it up, and committing it to her pocket, turres 
to Bernardo, and demands him for her Siſter Amarartha's Letter to hcr {clfe;for(quoth 
ſhee) that which I have already read and peruſed,is hers to my Father 3 when Berxar- 
do ( as much amazed at his errour, as afflicted athis fooliſh ſimplicity)reading the 6i- 
reCtion of the ſecond Letter, and finding her ſpeeches and his miſtaking true, he then 
gives her her own Letter & deſires back the other forherFather,as alſo both their an- 
{wers thereunto,for his Lady and Miſtreſſe Amarantha z whereunto, when ſhe had Pe» 
ruſed her owne Letter, ſhe(with diſdainein her lookes,and malice in her eyes)teares 
her fathers letter before Bzrnardo's face,and then returnes hum this bitter anſwer : ze} 
that proud Girle thy Miſtreſſe from me,that it is my Fathers pleaſure &* mine that ſhe ſhall ſtay 
in Cardura and not ſee Florence tl! ſhe receive other order fromns> and for any further an- 
ſwer,either from our Father,or my ſelfe, it 3s both a vanity & a folly for her to expe&: Ando 
(in much choller and indignation) ſhe flies from him, and violently throwes faſt the 
doore againſt him. Berzardo,not expecting ſuch ſharp and cold entertainement, and 

{ceing 1t now wholly impofhible for him to have any acceſle to Strenz,or anſwer from 

Babtiſtzna, heltaves Florence, and ſpeedily returnes to Cardurato his Lady Amarantha, 

to whom hee punC ually and fully relates the bitter reply, and ſharpe and proud an- 

ſwer which her Siſter Babtiſiyna had given and ſent her, and leaveth not a ſyllable un- 

rchearſed, butonely filenceth his miſtaking, in giving of her her Fathers Letter in 

ſtead of her owne, as right now wee underſtood, 

Amaranthais all inflamed with choller at this proud and cruel! carriage of her Siſter 
Babtiſtzna towards her, yea the remembrance thereof, ſo tranſport*th her thoughts 
with envy, and her heart with revenge againſt her, that ſhe vowes ſhee neither can, 
ror will brooke it at her hands and here, not hearkening either toReafon, or Reli- 
010n, or to her Conſcience, or Soule, ſhe now violently ſ:duced, and exaſperated by 
the Devill, doth refreſh revive her old malice, and reſumes her former pernicious re- 
ſolutions to her Siſter Babtiſizna : Shee hath neither the wit, much leſle the grace, to 
conſider, That choller increaſeth her owne tormentand miſery, and that it we van- 

uiſh not our owne malice and revenge, it 1s more to be feared then doubred, thatit 
will inthe end both vanquiſhand ruine us. She hath formerly conſented to poyſon 
ker eldeſt Siſter 7aquinta, and now ſhe likewiſe vowes, that ſhe will cauſe her elder 
Siſter Babtiſtznacither to be poyſon'd or piſtoll'd to death;but which of theſe to make 
choyce of as zetſheis irre{olute, and upon this bloudy bufineſle her thoughts runne 
inceſiantlytoher heart, as ſo many lines to their centre. O that ſo young a Lady, and 
ſo ſweet a beauty ſhould make her ſelfe acceſlary and guilty of fo foulc and inhu- 
mane crimes 3 butthis I may write to her ſhame, and the Reader may pleaſe to ob- 
ſerve it to his comfort, and retaine to his inſtruftion 5 That had ſhee had the grace to 
have beene formerly ſorrowtull and repentant for her firſt Murther, ſhe had then ne- 
ver . mM ſo farre, as to have made her ſelfe guilty of contriving and reſolvinga 
fecond. 

Babtiſtyna hath a chamber-maid named Pzerye.of ſome twenty foure yeares old, who 
was farre more faire then rich, as being heire tomuch beauty, though tono lands, or 
eſtate 3 & having heretofore for ſome trivial reſpe&s ſometimes incurred the anger & 
diſpleaſure of her Lady,and for the ſame received many a ſharp word,and bitter blow 
from her,as being a freer Gentlewoman of her hands, then of her purſe ; She now ac- 
cidentally chancing to break a faire rich looking-glaſle of hers,her Lady doth not on- 
ly exceedingly beat her , but alſo without pitty or humanity drawes and drags her by 
the heire abour her chamber,& then againe and againe kicksher with her foot.Pierya's 
heaxtis not {o1ll lodged, nor her extraction and quality ſo contemptible, but that ſhe. 
is very ſenfible of this her diſgrace, as holding her fault far inferiour to her correQi- 
onand therefore diſdaining any longer to ſerve ſo cruell a miſtreſle, ſhe very private- 
ly packs up her apparel}, leaves Florence, and flies to Cardyars, forſakes Babtiſtyna, and 

ſoreſolves benceforth to live and dye with her younger Siſter Awvaranthae * he as 
ncre 
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. 
I {| thereare many of boththeſe places, who report thatit was onely her hatred to. Bp» 
b tiſiyna, and her affeCtion to Amaraxthe, which drew her to this reſolution yet there 
© | arediversothers both of Florence, Cardura, and Piſtoia, who (better acquainted with 
” | 7ierge, and her ſecrets) have ſolidly affirmed to mee, that it was wholly her affei- 
n } onto Bernardo, which was the trueſt reaſon, and {trongeſt motive thereof, and the 
© | eventand iſſue of this Hiſtory, will confute the firſt, ro confirme this ſecond opinion 
of theſe her deliberations and reſolutions; For, for the terme of at leaſt three or 
foure yeeres heretofore, Pierya was knowne to be paſſionately in love with Bernard, 
and ſhe had imployed many friends towards him, to perſwade and draw him to mar- 
ryher3 but he was ſtill as averſe, as ſhe forward in this ſute : For although he were 
enamoured of her beauty, and loved her tall and ſlender perſonage, yet hee hated 
her poverty,and(becauſe of ſome ſmall lands and meanes he had) as he thought him- 
{c|fe too good to be her Huſband, fo ſhe in regard of her beauty, youth and chaſtity, 
both highly and infinitely diſdained to be his {trumpetz and indeed the paſlage and- 
preceſle of theſe their affections was not from time to time unknowne to Amarantha. 
Pierya 1sas welcome to Amarantha, as Baptiſtyna is ſorrowtfull for her departure, and 
the youngeſt liſter now entertaines her with as much courteſie, as the eldeſt former- 
I retained her with cruelty : As for Bernardo, hee inwardly delights, though out- 
| | vardly will not ſeemeto rejoyce in her company, and ſo gives her his eyes, though 
not his heartz And for P7erya, her carriage was ſo modeſt, and yet withall ſo re- 

"| fcdive to him, as if ſhee endavoured to make it her chiefeſt ambition and glory, 
” | thit her vertues and chaſtity ſhould make as true and as perfeft a conqueſt of his 
? | heart, as her beauty had of his eyes: As for Baptiſtyna (her 2wondam Lady) ſhee 1s 
Tf nowangry with her ſclfe, as ſoone as ſheknew of her departure from her 3 but when 
' Tf fiee underſtands that Pzerys is fled to Cardura, and lives with her diſcontented fiſter 
Tf 4narartha, then (under hand) ſhee makes ſtrong meanes to her returne againe to her 
| T cxvivce, intimating to her, that ſhee is ready toredeeme her former diſcourtefie to- 

J yards her, both with acknowledgement and requitall. But theſe her hopes will de- 
* TD cxive her, for ſhee will finde, that errours are not ſo ſoone repaired as committed, 
| YT ind that her want of kindneſle to her Chamber-maid Pzerya may in the end ( per- 
*  T chance) prove cruelty to her ſelfe. Pierza is deafe to all theſe her requeſts, and in- 
| 
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F &avours rather to tye her ſelfe to Amarantha his new affeCtion, then to Baptiſtyna his 
J od unkindnefle, as preferring the courteſie of the firſt to the choller and invignati= 
J nofthe ſecond. On the other fide, 4#earantha is glad of this reſolution of her new 
J Maid, Pierya; for the Divell being (till at her elbow, hee continually ſets fire to her 
J malice; and (as infernall incendiary) perpetually blowes thecolesto her revenge a- 
= _ her Siſter Baptiſtynaz yea, and now he ſocaptivateth her ſoule, and extingui- 
| FT ith her devotion and zeale towards heaven, that (I write it with pity and ſorrow, 
' F ndnot with paſſion, but compaſſion) ſhe had neither the power to pray,nor the hap- 
J pinefle or grace, either to frequent the Church for Gods ſake, or to deſire Gods pre- 
lnce and affiſtancc for her owne : No, no, Such thoughts of piery were farre from 
Jicrprophane thoughts and minde 3 for as her beſt blood, ſo her beſt zeale wasnow 
"  Forruptedand polluted with revenge towards her Siſter. And here, as a wretched 
{lady and a bloody Siſter, ſhe doth yet farre worſe : For (by the Divells ſuggeſtion) 
teaſſumes this horrible reſolution, not onely to ingage and hazard her felfe but 
®ers therein,as ſhe tooke a pride, and conceived a glory, not to ſhipwracke her ſelfe 
done, but to confound and caſt away others with her for company in this prodigious 
ud lamentable buſinefle ofhers. The manner is thus : 
| She knowes, that by reafon of her {tri& exile in Cardara, ſhee muſt needes imploy 
Jem factorsand agents, either to poyſon or murther this her Siſter Baptiſ5na in Flo- 
| Unces and therefore ſhee thinkes none ſo fit and proper toattempt and performe it, 
vher old truſty ſervant Berzardo,and her new maid Pierye his ſweetheart, whom (by 


&yres) ſhee purpoſely drawes and oligeth to her hy gifts and, promiſesz and _ 
: realon 
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-rxed#ſon'for'this conceipt and opinion of hers, that they will concurre with her in this ! 
bloody fat, isderived from this foundation andground, 'that Love and Money may | 
alily a& wonders 1n the hearts and minds of thoſe who deſire the one, and want the 
other; as alſo, for that ſhe perfealy knowes, that for many yeeres Pierya hath deep- | 
1y loved Bernardo, and dearely delired and wiſhed him for her Huſband, and that | 
he hath ever affeCted her, but onely diſſiked her poverty : Wherefore believing 
that ſhe would doe much for the obtaining of this Huſband, and hee forprefermert 
and gold, fhe 1sreſolute in making this her bloody propoſition to them 3 when net | 
caringany more to write to her Father, ſhee is now as -haſty as bloody in her malice | 
and revenge towards her Siſter; 'and ſo impatient of delay (and without any fur- | 
ther conſideration with her ſelfe, or conſultation either with her ſoule,or with God) 
ſhee taking time at advantage, firſt breakes with Pzerya about this bloody bulincſle, 
adding withal), that her deſire and reſolution is to have her Siſter Bapt,ſtyna ſtifled | 
in her bed; For now the Divell hath caſt oft her reſolutions from poyſ{n or ponyard; | 
to whichefiect, ſhe promiſeth to gaine her Bernardo to her Huſband, and to give 
them wherewithall to maintaine themſelves well being marryed, 1f thee will conſent } 
with him to undertake and performe her requeſt : which profers and promiſes of ; 
her Lady doe found ſo ſweetly in poore Pierye's cares, and worke fo deepe an impreſ- | 
ſion in her heart, eſpecially that ſhee ſhall hereby injoy Berzaras fur her Huſband, | 
whom the loves farre dearer than her owne life, that being wholly vanquithed with ! 
the conſideration thereof, as alſo inchanted with the ſweet melocy of her Ladies : 
ſugred periwaſtons, ſhee without any feare or thought of God, as an inconlide- ? 
rate and gracelelle Maiden) yeelds to her ungodly and inhumane requeſts who } 
then ſwearing her to ſecrecie, ſhe within a day or two after, likewiſe boardeth her * 
ſervant Bernardo upon this bloody bufineſſe, the which if hee will pertorme for her, | 
and take 77eryz to his wife, ſhee faithfully promiſeth to give him 150. Duka- | 
tons of yeerely Annuity, during his life, and to remaine their true and conſtant 4 
friend for ever. At firſt Bernardo wondereth and ſtaggereth at the hearing of this | 
cruell and lamentable projet, as amazed and aſtoniſhed thereat, as if hee were now 
ſo good a Chriſtian, that Grace triumphed above Nature in his heart, and God { 
above Satan in his ſoulez but atlaſt, being deeply inamonred of Pierya's delicate ! 
youth and beauty, which he likes well, and of this yeercly ſumme of gold for their | 
maintenance in marriage, which hee loves dearely, hee (forgetting hunſclfe,. and * 
which 1s worſe, God) without any further rubs or rumination, gives his Lady Am | 
rantha hs free conſent and promiſe to performe both her requeſts,as well of the Mur- | 
ther a> Marriage. W hereupon: ſhee carries him to her Cloſet, and there callsfor 
Pierza, and acquaints her with her and Bermardo's concluſion; Son her preſence, | 
they (by joyning of hands) contra themſelveseach to other. and tl;en they all three } 
doe ſeverally and joyntly ſweare ſecrecie, as alſo punCtually to accompliſh this which 
they have concluded : When this wretched and execrable Amarantha(the faſter and | 
ſtronger to tic them to her deſires and their promiſes) | opens a Casket of hers, and JF m: 
gives cach of them fifty Duckatons in gold, as apledge:and earneſt penny of her love ÞF u 
tothem; and then f2ithtully promiſeth ro reward them: with ſo much;more as ſoone } fo 
as thzy have ſent her Siſter Babtiſtyna to Heavenz when Bernardo and Pierya (toreſti- I tio 
fic their thankfulneile to her) doe both vow and ſweare, that herein (as 1n all things J fin 
eHe) her will ſhall be their law,and that their beſt fervices and beſt lives ſhall forever Þ Be 
be proſtrate to her commands. But they ſhall repent the: taking, ' and Amzarantha the Þ th 
giving of them this gold, becauſe it.is the price and hireof innocent blood. ho 
-- This lamentable (becauſe finfally compact, being thus ſecretly ſhut up, andim- Þ Fl 
ptouſly concluded betweene theſe. three wretched perfanages, then Bernardo and | ci 
Prerya fall fo cloſe and thicke to their amorous kiſles, 'as' being deſirqus to become | ap 
one in body, as already they ate in heart and mind, they requeſt their Lady Anraran- Þ| lee 
zha, that ſhe would pleaſe to permit them to finiſh and conſummate their —_— 
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| before they perpetrate the murther ofher Siſter Babriſtynaz but ſhe (who was clearer 
| fghted in her malice.and revenge to her ſaid Siſter, then they in their judgements 


and affeftiong to themſelves) conſidering that this ſeale of their marriage was the 
great tie and Gordian knot for them to pertorme and finiſh her deſire, the which, if 


| it were once ſolemnized, then their, devotionand zeale thereunto might (peradven- 


; . . ; . y : 
| tare) afterwards, either grow cold, or freeze, if not ſhortly wither and die away upon 


the deſigne, ſhee ſtrongly oppoſes and contradidts it, as affirming they ſhall firſt di- 


I patch her liſter before they marry ; the which Bernardo well obſerving and conſide- 
I :vg, he thinkes it no folly in him tolearne by her, and fo to make her diſcretion his : 


2 
| therefore that this murther being once committed, ſhee might after at her plea- 


I {we revoke her verball Annuity given him; the which to prevent (and foto be as 
I viſe in his covetoufneſle, as ſhee was cruell and bloody in her bounty) hee tells his 


lady Amarantha, that according to her deſire, hee will willingly deferre his marriage 


J wlthen; but withall,, humbly requeſts her to give him herpromiſed Annuity writ- 
mand ſighed with her owne hand; the which, becauſe ſhee cannot well refuſe, ſhe 
FJ thea and there doth in theſe termes : 


ber-mard Pierya, I doepromiſe, that (after the conſummation thereof?) upon my fideli= 
ty and honour, I will yeerely give and pay unto the ſaid Bernardo, or his Aſſignes, during 
the terme of hrs life, the full and intire ſumme of one hundred and fifty Duckatons of 


| [; confittration, that my fe ervant Bernardo dee” eſpoufe, and take to his wife my Cham- 
Fl 


I florence Morey, andin witneſſe and teſtimeny of this truth, Thereunto ſubſigns my Name * 


AMARANTHA-. 


A promiſe and contra written with more blood than inke, or rather not with 


F inke, but wholly with blood, and which therefore God, in his divine providence, 
FJ nay hereafter produce, and bring to light, to ſerve as a powerfull witneſle, and In- 
I frument of his glory, and, peradventure, to the infamy and confuſion of thoſe who 
FJ pve and received it. 


Amarantha having thus given this promiſe to Bernardo, and likewiſe received his, 


J nd his intended wifes P7erga's oaths in counterchange,ſhe now thinkes with her ſelfe; 
FI that ſhee muſt againe returne Pere to Florence, and by ſome [lie hypocrifie, to re- 
J veſt and ſcrew her anew into her old Lady, Zabtiſiyna's ſervice, thereby to be the 
J norc able and fit to diſpatch her. Now as ſhee is maliciouſly ruminating on this in» 
J rention, there falls out an accident, which ſeemes both to favour her hopes, and to 
JI fither her deſires and expectation herein : For by this tune, Babti/tyna writes over 
I toMalevola, to deale ſecretly and ſeriouſly with Pierya for her returne to Florence td 
F terſervice, and that ſhee ſhall finde her welcome to exceed her expeCtation and de» 
I fres: Sothe truth isapparant, that Pierya (Cinſtrufted by the Premiſes) now needs not 
J nany great perſwaſions from Malevela, todraw her to conſent to this refolution z for 
J uſhe and her Bernardo receive the firſt motion bf this (unexpected) newes with joy; 
I bAmaranthaimbraceth and entertaines it with delightz and now their laſt conſulta- 
J tion is held betweene them, about the concluſion and finiſhing of this mournfull bu- 
ineſſe. To which end, Pzerya is diſpatched for Florence, and the fifteenth day after, 
J Zrnardo is likewiſe ſecretly and preciſely toarrive there toher by night, and then is 
| tiedirect appointed time for them to cloſe and ſhut up this Tragedie. Wee muſt 


now allow and conceive Pierya to be againe entertained of her bld Lady Babriſtynain 
Florence, with much courteſie and joy 3 and for the ſeale and ciment of this their re- 


| ciprocall reconciliation, her Lady gives her a new blacke wrought Silke Gowne, and 


2purple Damake Petticoat, the which (as a trecherous diflembling wtetch) ſhee 
ſeemes to receive of her with much content and thankfulnefle, the which yet we ſhall 


hortly ſee her requite with a moſt inhurane and prodigionsmgratitude for her _- 
| IE 
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ſire of marriage, and longing for a Huſband, makes her thinke every houre ten, be- 


fore the fifteenth day be arrived, and for her late Lady Amaranthe, (who ſees by no | 4 


other eyes, but by thoſe of malice and revenge towards her Siſter) ſhe thinkes every 


day an age, before ſhe heare of her diſpatch. At the expiration of which time (ac. | 


cording to their former agreement) Berzardo arrived by night at Strenz; his houſe 


in Florence, and at one of the Clocke after midnight, he findes the little Garden doore I: 
open, and his Pzerya there purpoſely to receive and welcome him ; fo they beginne Ji 


their meeting with kiſſes. Shee leads him by the hand to the outer doore of her [.x- 
dies chamber,and they two having agreed on the manner how to ſtifle her in her bed, 


ſhe had there to that purpoſe, provided two pillowes, keepes one, and gives him an. Þ 


other to effectit : Theſe miſerable wretches (for the more ſecrecie) put off they 
ſhooes, and out the candles, and the darkneſle of the Moone,and the obſcurity of the: | 
night,ſeeming to conſpire to their conſpiracie,they ſoftly enter her chamber, goe one 
by one fide, and the other by the other, where unfortunate Babtiſtyna lying ſoundly: | 


{leeping 2nd ſnoring, they ſtifle her with their pillowes,and then a little whiles after,” I ij 


thruſt a handkercher into her mouth, and their fury and malice was ſo fierce and in+: | 
placable towards her, as ſhe hath neither grace to ſpeake, nor power to ſcreech orto | 
cry. Thus ſhe who had formerly poyſoned her elder. fiſter 1aquinte,is now alſo cruelly | 
murthered by the trechery of her youngeſt Awaranthe, which makes me cry outand | 
ſay : 0 Lord, 4s thou art immenſe in thy mercy, ſs thou art inſcrutable in thy judgements, and | 
that therefore. as we ought not,ſo we cannot reſiſt his divin: power and eternall preordination. | 
Bernardo and Pierya (as two limbes of the Divell) having finiſhed this cruellmur- * 
ther on Babtiſiyna, they leave her breathleſle body on her bed, and then withdrawing | 
themſelves from her Chamber, they ſoftly pull faſt the doore, which had a Spring Y' 
locke, and then ſhee ſecretly throwesin the key within fide, at a private hole, or 


n—ay when her Sweet-heart and her ſelfe deſcended the ſtaires, and with won- Y! 


derfull filence ſtalke away to the Garden, without the Poſterne doore whereof, his .} 


horſe, tied up to an Iron ring in the wall, awaited and attended him; where witha 


multitude of kiſles they part, hee faithfully promiſing her to returne to her againeat | 
Florence within a moneth after at moſt, and then to marry her : So whiles Pzeryanow | 
(inthe depth and dead of this diſmall night) betakes her ſelfe to her bed, and there | 
(as devoyd of feare as of Grace) ſleeps undly, her Sweet-heart Bernardo, that very | 
obſcure night, gallops thorow the ſtreets of Flerence towards the gate which leadsto } 
Piſtoia, where God (in all ſeeing providence) cauſeth his horſe to ſtumble, and fall | 
with him tothe ground, whereof he brake his necke,and preſently died,and his horſe } 
then riſing, flies from him ſtraglingly in the ſtreets, leaving the breathleſle corps of JF 
Bernardoin the ſtreet, _— not the happineſle either to cry or utter one word at this I ' 
his ſudden and diſaſterous death; God having ſo ordained and decreed in his Star- Þ 
chamber of Heaven, that although for the murthering of the Lady Babtiſtzna he de- ! 
ſerveda more ſhamefull end,yet that this poore horſe which brought him to Florence, | 


ſbould at the ſame time and place be his executioner, as alſo that there was ſcarce } 


one houre betweene his crime and his puniſhment, betweene her murther and his | 


owne death : An aCt and example of Gods Juſtice, worthy of all men to know, and } \ 


of all Chriſtians moſt eſpecially to remember,ſo ſecret and ſacred are the judgements ! 
of the Lord of Hoſts. All that night Berrardo's dead body lay gored in his blood * 
(which abundantly iſſued forth his mouth) as alſo in the dirt of the ſtreet, uneſpied of | 
—_— eye3 butas ſoone as the morning began toappeare thorow the windowes 
of Heaven,fhen it wa$ found, and likewiſe to be done by the fall off a horſe, whereot 
his necke, the beholders ſaw, was broken, the which the ſooner they were induced | 

and led to believe, becauſe they likewiſe found a horſe neere him, ſtragling inthe 
ſtreets without his rider : This his dead body is therefore preſently expoſed to the | 
Criminall Judges of that faire and famous City, who forthwith, cauſe his Pockets 
to be ſearched, where, in ſtead of gold, they, by the direRtion of God, finde __ be- 
are 


_—— 


J ohis Daughters Chamber, her Miſtretl>, but his ſervants returne and report, that the 
J (ore of that Chamber is falt lock'd,and that they can getno ſpeech either ofher, or 
J the Lady Babtiſftyna; which anſwer of theirs doth exceedingly augment the jealou- 
J ofthe Judges,and the feare of the Father - Sothey all reſolve to aſcend themſelves 
J vthat Chamber, where they aloud aguine calling both the Lady and her maid, and 
FJ hearing no antwer of cithet of them. they inſtamly cauſe the doore to be forced 
I pen; where(contraryto their expectation) they find the Lady Babtiſtiza dead, and 
J ll necre cold in her bed, and'cauting her body tobe ſecretly ſearched by ſome Chi- 
J wgconsand neighbour Gentlewomen- they are all of opinion, that ſhee is undoub- 
J tdly ſtifled m her bed, and her face very much blackeand ſwolne with ſtruggling 


| for:life againſt death. They are amazed, and hey father $rrex; almoſt drowned m his 


brrowfull teares at the ſight of this deplorable accident, and mournfull ſpectacle» 


I ud therefore whatto ſay, or how to beare himlelfe herein he knowes not. 
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J | But the Judges upon farther knowledge and conſideration of the flight of Pierya, 
J ir death of Bernardo, and the promiſed Annuity of Azzarathaupon their marriage 
(as it were prompted by God) doe vehemently ſuſpet and beheve that they all three 
J «ere-undoubtedly conſenting and guilty of Fabriftine' death, notwithſtanding that 
J teKey ofher Chamber was tound throwne in within fide : So they preſently leave 
I this forrawfull Father to his teares, and betaking themſelves to their Seat of Juſtice, 
| ocin{tantly cauſe albthe Gates of the City tobe ſhat, and a ſtri& and curious ſearch 
J tobe made 1n all parts thereof, for the-apprehenſion of Pierya which (in their zeale 
{ ind honour to ſacred Jultice) they performe'with ſomuch care and ſpeed, as within 


laree houres after ſhe 15 found out, and apprehended inan Aunts houſe of hers, who 


1 #14$a poore womanand a Landretie of that City,named Elcarora Fracaſa- T he Judges 


king preſently advertiſed hereof, convent her before them, and (by vertue of this 


Atnuity) charge both herand her lover Bernardo to be the aCtors, and Amarantha to 
| | | be 
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be at leaſt acce{lary,if not the Authour, with them of murthering of BaptiſZyzazſhe cap 
hardly ſpeake for teares at this her examination, becanſe her ſighes ſtill cut her word, 
in pieces; and yet ſhe is ſo farre from grace and repentance, as at firitſhe ſtoutly qe. 
nies all, and boldly aftirmes, that both 4mzarartha, Bernardo, and her ſelfe, were ey 
way innocent of attempting any thing againſt Babtiſtyna's life,& that if ſhe were dea 
ſhee diced onely of a naturall death by the appointment of God, and nootherwiſ; 
and to this anſwer of hers the Divell had made her ſo ſtrong, as ſhee added many 
fearefull oathes and deprecations, both for her owne and their juſtification z but 
yet (notwithſtanding this her Apologie) theſe grave and cleere-(ighted Judges areſy 
tarre from diminiſhing, as they augment their ſuſpition both of her and them, and 
commit her to priſon, and forthwith to the racke. At the pronouncing of which 
Sentence, Pierys is much daunted, ſeemes to let fall ſome of her former fortitude an 
conſtancie,- and to burſt forth into many paſſionate teaxes,figlies and exclamations; 
but they willnothing availe her : For, leeing her-pretended Huſband Berrards dead, 
in whom lived the imaginary joyes of her heart, ſhee ſo fainted, as at the very firſ 
fight ofthe Racke (with ſome teares, and more deep-fetche fighes) ſhe confeſſed 
her Judges, that ſheand Bernardo had ſtifled herLady Babtiftyze in her bed; butftil 
conſtantly affirmed that her ſiſter Amwarantha was my innocent thereof, flatterine 
her ſelfe with this hope, that for thus her clearing of her Lady Amararnthe from this 
crime and danger, ſbe (in requitall thereof) could doe no lefſe than bea meanesy 
procure a pardon for her life : But theſe hopes of hers will deceive her, and flies 
faſt from her hereafter, as ever ſhe formerly did from God. So the Judges (in ds 
teſtation of this her foule and bloody crime)adjudge her to be hanged for the ſame; 
but firſt they ſend her backe to priſon, and the very next morning, before breake of 
day, they ſecretly ſend away three of their 75bjeres c Sergeants) to Cardyra, to fetch 
the Lady Amaranthato Florence, being very confident (notwithſtanding Pjerya's de 
niall ) that ſhee likewiſe had a deepe finger and ſhare in her Siſter Bab7;/*9n! 
murther. 

Amarantha not dreaming in Cerdyra what had betidedin Florence to Bernardo and 
Piera, but flattering her ſelfe with much hope and joy,that by thistime they had ur- 
doubtedly made away her ſiſter Babtiſiyza, & conſequently that ſhe ſhould ſhortlyre- 
viſit Florence, and there dominere alone, and obtaine ſome gallant Cavallier of her 
Father for her Huſband ſhe in expeQance of her ſervant Bernardo his returne, andof 
his pleaſing newes, had that day (as it were, ina bravery and triumph) parpoſdy 
dighted her ſelfe up in her beſt attire,and richeſt apparell;and ſo beraking her ſelfeto | 
her Chamber,and to that window which looked towards Florence,ſhe with a longing | 

' deſire expeCteth every minute when he will arrivez when about ten of the clocke be- 
fore dinner (contrary to her expeCtation)ſkee ſees three men toenter into the houſe, 
apparelled as Florentives, whereat ſhee much muſeth and wondereth, as not 
knowing what they, or their comming ſhould import. Theſe three Sergeants having 
entred the houſe, they are brought to the Governeſle Malevols, who brings themto 
her young Lady Amaranthain her Chamberz to whom (with a diſlembling confi- | 
dence) they report to her, That Seignor Strezi her Father, hath ſent them to con- 
du@ and Iccompany her ſpeedily to Florence. Amaranthainquires of them for herFa- 
thers Letters tothat effe(t, whereunto one of the ſubtilleſt of them makes anſwer ve- | 
ry (lily and artificially to her, that her Fathers haſte, and her preferment, would 
pot permit him to write to her, for that hee perfeCtly knew from him, hee was now 
upon matching her toa rich and noble Huſband : Her Guverneſle Malevels likewiſe 
demands of them, if he had not written to her ſelfe , they anſwerno, but that he bad 
them tell her, that he willed her without delay to bring away his Daughter Anmarar 
tha with her, and themſelves to Florence by Coach, and onely one Foot-boy, The Pu- 
p11] and Go 7ernefle conſult hereon, and the very name of a Huſband makes the firſt 
as willirg asthe ſecend 1s diſcontented to goe to Florexce without a Letter ; _— 

policie 
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Gentlewoman, that they ſpeedily pack up their Trunks, ſodine,: and then take 
Coach and Horſe, and away for Florexce 5 during which ſhort journey,although the 
mirth and joy of Amerantha begreat , yet ſhe findes ſomany different reluQtations, 
and extravagant thoughts in her minde at the abſence aud filence of her man Berzar- 
d», as ſhe cannot poſlibly againe refraine from muſing and wondering thereat. They 
all arrive at Florence, where theſe Sergeants (having learnt their parts well, and a@- 
ing them better) in ſtead of 4m.arartha's Fathers houſe, do clap her up cloſe priſo- 
G | ner in the Common Goale of that City , notwithſtanding all her prayers and cries; 


 PaI ? SS ! 


|| faid Father to advertiſe him hereof; who tearing the ſnow-white haire off his head 
id © 2nd beard atthis ſad newes, andextreamely — the dangerous conſequence of 
s; | this deplorable accident, he (with teares in his eyes, ſorrow in his lookes, and fighes 
in his ſpeeches) repairs ſpeedily to the Judges,to whom ſorrowfully and humbly caſt- 
@ | ing himſelfe almoſt as low as their feet, he prayesthem to think of his age, and of his 
t» | impriſoned Daughters youth,and that having unfortunately loſt hiseldeſt Daughter, 
i © that they would not deprive him of his youngeſt, nor caſt herlife away either upon 
” hare preſumption or circumſtance, or upon the wrongfull reportsand malice of his 
ho ff and her enemies : but theſe grave and Lynce-ey'd Magiſtrates (wholook as — 
1 | into the priviledge and dignity of Juſtice, as he doth into the paſſions of paternall af- 
a © feftion and nature) cut him off with this ſharpe reply, That they honour his age, and 
js. © ſpeR his Daughters youth, that ſhe ſhall have juſtice, and that by the lawes of Flo- 
6: WY ce he muſt expeft no morez with which cold anſwerhe returnes home to his 
of KY bouſe, as diſconſolate, as he came forth ſorrowfull, being not permitted, but defen- 
> © &d to ſee, or ſpeak with his Daughter 4weranthain priſon, only he hath permiſkon 
>. Y obury his murthered Daughter Babtiſya > the which he performeth with far more 
it fiefe and ſorrow then folemnity. | 

The truth and decorum of this Hiſtory muſt now invite the Reader to viſite Ame- 
nd inthe in priſon, who being there debarr'd from ſpeaking with any, or any with her, 
in- Yacept (1 thoſe miſerable comforters) her Sergeants and Goalers, ſhe now ſeeing the 
re- Fluminency of her danger, and fearing the ln ofher death, for that ſhe heard 
fer Ye ſecret inckling (from the lower Court , through her Chamber window) That 
of I Siffer Babtiſtyna was murthered, her Mayd Pyeria impriſoned , and ſhe her ſelfe ve- 
dy tmently ſuſpeFed for the ſame - She therefore now beginnes to think of her former 
to Ylody crimes with repentance, and of theſc her inhumane cruelties towards her two 
og | der Siſters with contrition, and ſolemnely vowesto God, thatifhis divine Majeſty 
be. HV now 7 yew to fave herlife, ſhe will henceforth religiouſly redeeme the firſt 
ſe, Yd ſecond with repentance. So inthe middeſt of theſe good thoughts, though 
not (ne defires and wiſhes of hers, ſhe yet ſtill flatters her ſelfe with this poore hope, 
ng lat if Her man Ber.rdo be living , then ker promifed Annuity to him written with 
ito F'towne hand is (till ſure, and therefore tacitly dead in his cuſtody ; and that both 
1fi- Jeand Pierya cannot any way wrong her without infinitely wronging themſelves,and 
n- Iangering their owne lives : fo albeit hor have matter of ſuſpicion, yet 

teycan have no cauſe of death againſt ker,orif peradventure they have, yet that the 
oner of ker Fathers greatneſle and friends are ſo prevalent in Florence and Tuſcany, 
lt(ifthe worſt fall out) heand they can obtain atleaſt her reprivall for the preſent, 
trot, her pardon for the futyre.But (contrary to all theſe her weak & triviall hopes) 


ow 

rife (Very next morning ſhe is ſent for before her Judges to a private examination,who 
bad ter they had made a yrave and religious ſpeech to her) they demand her, firſt, I 
m- [* imployed not her ſervant Bernardo, and Pierye to murther her Siſter Baptiſtzna, 
Pu- F* which ſhee firmely and conſtantly denies; Secondly , Ifſheehad not given an 
firſt Fanty of x50 Duckatons during his life to marry Prerya, the which ſhee like- 


edenies 3 then they produceand ſhew it her under her own band writing, where- 
Oo | at 


policie of the Sergeants ſo prevaile with the ſimplicity of this youngLady,: and old 


es and teares tothe contrary ; and then ſend her Governeſle Malevols home to her - 
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at(they meaſuring her heart by her countenance)ſhe ſeemes to be ſo much perplexed 
with: ſorrow, and amaz'd with feare, as ſhee cannet refraine from giving them leſle 
words, but more teares 3 Of which her Judges conceiving a-good opinion and hope 
and thereforedeeming themſelves now to be ina faire way,and a direct courſe to oh- 
taine the whole truth of this lamentable buſineſle fromher) they bethink themſelyes 
ofa policie , thereby to effect and compalle it, which is every way worthy of them- 
ſelves and theiroffices, of their diſcretion and juſtice. They tell Amarantha, that in re. 
gard of her youth and beauty, and of her Fathers age and nobility,they deſire and in- 
tend to ſave her, if ſhee will not wilfully caſt her Fr 
now confiſteth in her plaine confeſſion, and not in her perverſe denyall and con. 
teſtation, of being acceſlary and conſenting tothemurther of her Siſter Babriſting ; 
T hat they have proofes thereof, ascleare, and as apparant as the Sunne : and that 
they having cauſed P7eria to bee executed forthe ſame thismorning, ſhe confeſſel 


it to them at her death, yeaand dyed thereon, At which ſpeeches of her Judge, | 
and confeſſion and death of Pzeria, this wretched and unfortunate Lady Amarayyh | 


(ſeeing herſelfe ſo palpably convicted of this her bloudy and inhumane crime) be. 
ing wholly vanquiſhed either with feare toward her ſelfe, or choller towards Pierjz 
ſhe falls on her knees to her Judges feet, and ( witha great ſhower of teares) makes 
her ſelfe ( by her free confeſſion) to bee the prime authour of her Siſter Babt;/;u; 
murther, That ſhee had hired Bermards and Pierya to performe it, and givenhiman 
Annuity of 150 Duckatons per annzm., and tocachof them 50/Duckatons moreiy 
hand tothat effect, concealing no point or part thereof, as we have already former 
underſtood : when (contrary to the expectation of her Judges) ſhe moſt bitterlyex. 
claymed on the name,memory, and.ingratitude of this baſe wretch Pzeria (for fo thee 
then termed her) in that ſhe could not be contented to die her ſelfe,butalſo asmuch, 
and as maliciouſly,as in her powez;to think likewiſe to hazard her own life with her, 
And now our cholerick, and yet ſorrowfull 4z:arantha (betweene theſe two differen 
extreames of hope and feare) layes hold of her Judges late promiſe and profered 
courteſie to her toſave her, and then and there ( with many reverences, teares, and 
wringing of her hands)molſt humbly beſeecheth them forGods ſake;and for honour 
cauſe, to be good unto her, and togive her her life, although the confeſleth theis 
moſt worthy of death, in beirg {o degenerate and bloudy minded towards her own 
Siſter. But they (having by this commendable meanes, and artificiall-policie, drawn 
this worm from Amzarantha's tongue, I mean this truth from her mouth)are exceeding | 
forrowfull, & as much deteſt this her barbarous fad, as they pitty herdeſcent,youth, | 
and beauty 3 but well knowing with themſelves, that God1s glorified in the dueand 
true execution of Juſtice upon all capitall malefactors, and eſpectally on murtherer; 
(who are no lefſe then monſters of nature, the diſgrace of their times, and rhe y« 
butchers of mankinde) and that the greatneſle of their quality and blood doth oily 
ſerve but tomake theſe crimes of theirs the greater - therefore (l ſay) theſe wiſe and 
religious Judges proove deafe to her requeſts, . and blinde to her teares ; and ſoha- 
ving firſtcauſed her toſigne this her confeflion, and then confronted her with Pitris 
who now to Amarantha's face confirmed as 'much asſhee her ſelfe right now confeſ- 
ſed and aftirmed, they now inexpiation of this her cruell murther, adjudge her like- 
wiſe to be hanged the next day,at the common place of execution, in company of ?i- 
eria, although her aged forrowfull Father Seignior Streni( being well nigh weighed 
downe to his grave with the extreame griefe and ſorrow of theſe his misfortunes and 
calamities)profered the Judges and the ou Duke the greateſt part of his eſtate,anc 
lands,to fave this his youngeſt,and now his-only Daughter Axarantha:But hislabo 
proved loſt, and his care and affection vaine in this his ſate and ſolicitation, becauſc 


thoſe learned Judges, & this prudent 8 noble Duke,grounded their reſolutions anQ- 


pleaſures upon this wholſome & true Maxim, That Juſtice is one of the greateſt Cc 


loſſus & ſtropgeſt columns of kingdoms and common-weales, and the trueſt way an 
| mean 
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meanesto preſerve themin floriſhing proſperity and glory, and conſequently,that all 
wilfull & premeditated murtherers cannot be either too ſoon exterminated,or too ſe- 
vercly' puniſhed, and cut off from the yorld.So 4marantha with more choller then ſor- 
row, and Pieria, with more feare then choller,are now both ſent back to their priſons; 
and that night Strexi {ends his Daughter, and the Judges ſend Pierya,ſome Fryers and 
Nunnes to prepare their ſoules for heaven, but (in honour of the eruth) Imuſt 
afirme w!th equall griefe and pitty, that both theſe two female monſters had their 
hearts {0 ſealed,and their ſoules ſo ſeared up with impiety,that neither of them could 
there be perſwaded, or drawne., either to thinke of, repentance or of God. 

Whiles thus Florence rglounds of theſe their foule and inhumane crimes, as alſo 
of their juſt condemnations, the next morning about ten of the clocke, they ar? 
brought to the deſtin'd place of execation, there to receive their condigne puniſh- 
ments for the ſame. Pierye firſt mounts the Ladder, who made a ſhort ſpeech at her 
death, tothiseffect, That her deſire toobtaine Bernardo for her buſband had chiefely 
drawne her to commit this murther on her Lady Babtiſtiza,and that it was farre more 
her Siſter Amarantha's malice to her, then her owne. which ſeduced her to this blou- 
dy reſolution 3 and that this her owne ſhamefull death was not halfe ſo grievous 
tohzr, as the unfortunate end of her lover Bernardo, whom, ſhe there affirmed to the 
world, and tooke it to her death, that ſhe loved a thouſand times dearer then her 
owne life, with many other vaine and ridiculous ſpeeches tending that way, and 
which favoured more of her fond affection to him, then of any zeale or devotion to 
God 3 and therefore I hold them every way more worthy of my ſilence, then of 
myrelation: and foſhe was turned over. To ſecond whoſe unfortunate and ſhame- 
full end,now our bloudy & execrable Amarantha (with far more beauty then contri- 
tion, and bravery then repentance) aſcends the Ladder 3 who (to make her infamy 
the more famous ) had purpoſely dighted & apparelled her ſclfe ina plain black Sat- 
tin gowne, with flver lace, and a deepe-laced Cambrick Ruffe of a very large Set, 
with herhaire unvailed, and decked with many roſes of ſilver Ribband : Ather af- 
gent, her extraction, beauty, au youth, begate as much pitty, as her bloudy and un- 
naturall crime did deteſtation, in the eyes and hearts of all hzr (j pectators : When af- 
ter a pauſe or two, ſhee (vainely compoſing her countenance, more with contempt, 
then feare of death) there to a world of people, who flocked from all parts of the Ci- 
ty and Countrey to ſee herdye (with a wondrous boldneflc) confeſſed, That ſhee 
had not onely cauſed her ſiſter Babtiſtina to bee ſtifled in her bed by Bernardo and 
Fieryz, but that her ſaid Siiter Babtiſtzna and her (elfe had formerly poyſoned their 
elder Siſter 7agninta, and that it was onely their 1imperiouſneſſe and pride towards 
her, which drew her to this reſolution and revenge againſt them both ; the which ſhe 
affirmed, ſhee could now as little repent, as heretofore remedy, and that ſhee more 
knſfibly lamented, & grieved for the forrowes of her Fathers life, then for the ſhame 
and infamy of her owne death : when, without any ſhew of repentance , without a- 
ny ſpeech of God,or which 1s leſſe, without ſo much as once looking up towards hea- 
ven, or inviting or praying her ſpectatours to pray to God for her ſoule, ſhee (with a 
gaceleſſe reſolution, and prophane boldnefle) conjured her Executioner ſpecdily 
to performe his oftice and duty, which by the command of the Magiſtrate hee forth- 
with did. So this wretched Amaraniha was hanged for her ſecond murther,and then 
bya ſecond decree and ſentence of the Criminall Judges, her body is after dinner 
burnt to aſhes for her firſt > who likewiſe , in honour to Juſtice, and to the glory of 
i] God, doe alſo cauſe the Gvad body of Bernardo (for two whole dayes) to be hanged' 

by his feet in his ſhirt to the ſame Gallowes, and then to bee caſt into the River of 
J 4rno. And here the Judges alſo, toſhew themſelves, themſelves, were once of 0pi- 
-tion to have unburyed Bubjiſting,and likewiſe to havegiven her dead body ſome op- 

probrious puniſhment, for being acceſlary with her Siſter Azzarantha to poyſon their 
elder ſiſter 1aqnirts 5 but having no other evidence or proofe hereof, but onely the 
Oo 2 | te !tt- 
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tz{timony of her condemned dying Siſter Amzarantha, whom it wasmore probahje 
then impoſſible. ſhee might ſpeake it more out of malice then truth, as alſo thar Gog 
had already afflicted a deplorable end and puniſhment to her, they therefore omittea -- 
it. And thus was the deſerved ends, and condigne puniſhments of theſe wretcheg f 
and execrable murtherers 3 and in this manner did the juſt revenge, and ſacred ju-J] ,* 
ſtice of God meet and triumph over them and their bloudy crimes. 

And now here fully to conclude and ſhut up this Hiſtory in all its circumſtances; 
Thegriefes and ſorrowes of this unfortunate old Father was ſo greatand infinite, for 
the untimely and deplorable deaths of all theſe his three onely Daughters and Chij. 
dren, that although piety and religion had formerly taught him, that the afMliftions of 
this life are the joyes of that to come, yet being wholly vanquiſhed and depreſſed 
with all theſe his different bitter croſſes and calamities, hee left Florence, and retired 
himſelfe to a ſolitary life in Cardura, where hee not long ſurvived them, but dyedye- 
ry penſively and mournfully. 
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Martino pojſoneth his Brother Pedro, and wmrthereth Monfredo in the ſtreet 5, Hee after- 
wards growes mad, and in confeſſion reveales both theſe his murthers to Father Thomas 
his Ghoſtly Father, who afterwards dying, reveales it by his Letter to Cecilliana, who was 
WViddow to Monfredo, and Siſter to Pedro and Martino. Martino hath firſt his right 
band cut off, and then is hanged for vbe ſame. 


11S it isa dangerous wickedneſle to contrive and plot mur- 
ther 3 So much more it is a wretched and execrable one 
to finiſh, and perpetrate it 3 for to kill our Chriſtian Bro- 
ther, who figuratively beares the image of God, is an a&t 
ſo odious, as Nature cannot excule, and ſo diabolicall, as 
no Clemencie can pardon 3 And yet this age, and this 

. world is but too plentifull and fertile of ſuch bloudy Ti- 
gers, and inhumane Monſters, and Butchers of mankinde, 
00955007 098y as if they had not a Conſcie nce within them to accuſe 
a God above them to condemne them, and a Hell below them to puniſh 

them 3 or as if they had not the ſacred Oracles of Gods eternall Word, I meane 
the Law and the Goſpell, and the bleſſed Precepts and Dottrine of the holy Pro- 
phetsand Apoſtles, yea, of Chriſt Jeſus himſelfe, the great Shepherd, and ſacred 
biſhop of our ſoules, to teach us the rules of Mercy, Meekneſſe, and Long-ſuffe- 
ng, whiles wee live in this vale of Miſery here below, and that wee muſt 
imbrace and follow Peace and Charity with all men, ifever weethinke to parti- 
Oo3 cipate 
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cipate of the true felicity and joyes of Heaven above : But nevyertheleſſe (yea diredly 
contzary hereunto) thisipſuing Hiſtory will produce us one, who though ſufficiently 
inſiryget in theftiles of Fictyand Chanty , yet he wiltully abandoned the firſt, ang 
contemned the {econd,:;bycrnefly and unnaturally imbruing his hands in innocent 
bloyd-'; for the which weeſhall ſee; that he in the end ſuffereth a ſevere and ſhame- 


fulldeath, "May wee read'this Hiſtory to the glory of God, and the inſtruion of 


our ſelves. | | 
i Bw Scene 6f this Hittory is laid in Spaire,in the famous Province of old Caſt;le,and 
an the faire-and ancient City of Bxrgos, where lately dwelt a noble and rich old 
Gemlewoman; -\termed Dona Catherina Antunez (a Sirname much knowne, and f- 
mous in that City, Province, and Kingdome) who had by her deceaſed Husband Dux 
Roderigo de Ricaldo, two ſonnes, Dor Pedro, and Don Martino, and one Daughter na 
med DoxaCecilliana. Her eldeſt ſonne Dox: Pedro was a gallant Cavallier of ſome eight 
andtwenty yeares of age, fall, and well-timbred,by complexionand haire black,and 
of a ſwart and tyartiall coubtenance,who for the ſpace of ſeven yeares ſervedas aye- 
Juntary Gentleman under that wife and valiant Commander Don Gonſalex de Cordeu 
in Ger -7anys and againſt the Lords States of the Netherlands, and fince in the 73ltoline 
and Millaze, againſt the Griſors and French ; In both which warres, hee left behind 
him many memorable teſtimonies of his prowefle, and purchaſed divers honorable 
trophees of true valour, and generofity : but for any other inteYeGuall endowments 
of the mind, hce was no ſcholler, and but of an indifferent capacity, yet very honeſt, 
courteous, and affable, particularly to his friends, and generally to all the world. His 
Brother Dox Martino was of ſome foure and twenty yeares of age, ſhort of ſtature, ve 
ry ſlender, but crooke-back'd, of an Aubrun haire, a withered tace, a ſquint eye, of 
inclination extreamely ſ{ullen,and of diſpoſition and nature envious and revengeful, 
as deſirous rother to entertaine a night-quarrell in the ſtreet, then a day-combatein 
the Ficld ; but as God 1s many times pleaſed to counteryaile and reward the defefts 
of nature in the body,with ſome rich gifts and perteQtions of the mind,ſo though not 
by profeſiion, yet by education he was an excellent Scholler, of an active and ſharp 
wit, a fluent tongue,and ſingularly ableeither to aJlure or divert, to perſwade or diſ- 
{wade, according as the ſtreame of his different paſſions and affections led him ; Vers 
tues enough relucent and excellent to build a fame, and ſufficient to raiſe an emnnent 
fortune, if his former vices doe not too fatally eclipſe the one, and deface the other. 
Their Siſter Cecillianva (aged of ſome twenty yeares) was of an indifferent height, 
but growing to corpulencie and fatneſle, of a black hayre, an amiable browne com- 
plex10n,abig rolling eye, & the ayre of her countenance rather beautifally amorous, 
thenmodeſtly beautitull : She wasof a nimble wit, of humour pleaſant and facet» 
ous, yet ſo reſerved in the externall demonſtration thereof, that through her Mo- 
thers pious and auſtere education of her;.ſhee (in all outward ſemblance) ſeemedra- 
therto be fit for a Nunnery then a Huſband, and more pes to make a Saint, then a 
Wift- 5 but asthe face proves not ſtill a true Index of the heart, norourlookes and 
ſpeeches {till a true Sybile of our ſonles, ſo how retired ſoever her Mother kepther 
from the company of men, yet her wantoneye, conſpiring with her laſcivious heart, 
made her the mere deſirous thereof, and farre the more licentiouſly, in regard ſhee 
was ſtrictly forbidden it 3 ſo as (not tocontradict or difſemble the truth) I am herein” 
forced to relate and aftirme, that ſhe inparterh her favours upon twoor three young 
Gentlmen of that City, of her private acquaintance, and is more familiar with them, 
then modeſty can well warrant, or chaſtity allow of. But there is a young Gallant of 
this City likewiſe (more noble by birth, then rich in eſtate and meanes) named Do## 
Balthazar de Morfredo, who (deeming Cecilliana as famous for her chaſtity, as for her 
beauty)bearesa fingular affection to her 3 yea,his heart and thoughts are ſo fervently 


intargled in the ſnares of her delicious beauty, that in publicke and private; in = de- 
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fires and wiſhes, and in his ſ peech and actions he proclaimes her to be his Miltreſle, 
and bim(elfe her-ſervant ;. and 1f he atted& and defire Cecilliaxa for his Wife, no lelle 


doth ſhe Moxrfredo tor her Husband 3 fo that they many times by ſtealth meet and con- 
ferre privately in remote Churches and Chappels, it being rather a prophane than a 
religious cuſtomeof Spaire (wherein Heaven is too much made to ſtoope to Earth, 
ad Religion to-1mpiety) tor men tocourt their intended wives,and (which is worſe) 
many times their Courtizans and Strumpets. Cecz{/;ana(oftentimes warranted by her 
Mothers indifpolition):can no fooner take Coach to enjoy the pleaſure and benefit of 
the freſh ayre abroad inthe fragrant fields, but Moxfredo afluredly meets her, where 
kaping from his Coach into hers (and leaving his Page to accompany her Wayting 


'Gentlewoman in his own) they at firſt familiarly kifle and conferre, and in a few of 


theſe meetings at laſt effeCtually reſolve to give themſelves eachto other in the fa- 
aed bonds of marriage5 fohegives her a rich Diamond Ring, and ſhe reciprocally 
xetrnes htm a paire of Gold Bracelets,in token of marriage, and they then and there 
(calling God to witneſle) very folemnely contract themſelves man and wite, yet tor 
{ome ſolid reaſons, and 1mportant conſiderations, which conduce to the better ac- 
complithing of their deſires, they for a time conclude tobeare it ſecretly and filently 
fomall the world 3 and itisconcluded and agreed betweene them, that a moneth af- 
ter, and not before, he ſhall attempt to ſeek her publickly in marriage, both of her 
Mother the Lady Catherina,as alſo of her two Brethers Dor Pedro and Don Martins. $0 
when this moneth is paſt over(which to theſe our two Lovers ſeems to be many ages) 
Mprfredo very fairely and orderly feekes her of her Mother in marriage, and likewife 
(a tearmes fit for him to give, and them to receive) acquaints her two Brothers with 
kisfute and affection to their Siſter,and with his beſt art and eloquence endeavoureth 
(on honourable tearmes) to gaine and purchaſe their conſents thereunto. As for her 
Mother , the (preferring wealth to honour, and riches tocontent) confidering the 
veaicnefſe of Monfredo'seltate, the death of his parents, whereby ſhe ſees him depri- 
ved of all future hope to raiſe his fortunes, doth abſolutely deny to beſtow her 
Daughter on him in marriage; and the more to bewray herextreame diſtaſte of this 
his ſate.and diſſike of himſelf,the (with much obſtinacy and choller) forbids hmm her 
Daughters company, and (with more incivility and indignation) conjures him to 
kave and forbeare her houſe, telling him ſhe hath already firmely ingaged her word 
and promiſe to Doz Alonſo Delrio, that he ſhall ſhortly eſpoute and marry hex. Now al- 
though this ſharpe anſwer ofhers ſeeme to nip Moxfiedo's hopesand deſires in their 
dlollomes, yet relying more on the affection and conſtancy of the Daughter, than on 
thepower or reſolution of the Mother, he againe and againe (with a moſt reſpective 
and honourable importunity) ſoliciteth her conſent; but he ſees 1t loſt labour, becauſe 
beisrefolute that her firſt ſhall be her laſt anſwer ro him herein. As for her Brother 
Don Pedro, he loves his Siſter ſo perfectly, and her content ſo dearely, that he findes 
himto ſtand well affected to their affe&tions, and in regard of his loveto her, and re- 
ou to him,that he utterly contemnes the motion and mention of Del-z9 3 and there- 
& faithfully promiſeth Moxfreds his beſt aſſiſtance towards his Mother for the effe= 
(ting of their deſires. But for her yongerBrother, Don Martino, he findes a contrary 
mtureand diſpoſition in him 3 for he never loved, but hated his Siſter Ceczlliana, and 
therefore hates Moxfredo for her ſake, and loves Delrio, becauſe he heares ſhe hates 
him and ſo animates his Mother againſt them 3 and thus he gives Mexfredo cold an- 
ters, 2nd (the ſooner and better toconvert his hope into deſpaire) tels him plainly 
tat Delrie muſt and ſhall marry his Siſter, and none buthe : Thus Monfredodeparts, 
Sghd of Dor: Pearo his love, as he is forrowfull for his Mother and Brother Dor May- 
es batred. And here (toobſerve the better order in this hiſtory , and likewiſe to 
givethe curioſity of the Reader the fuller ſatisfaction) it will not be improper,rather 
peatment forus to underſtand, that Dox Defrio wasalſoa well deſcended Gemileman 


lame City of Burgos, rich in lands and monies, butatleaſt fifty five years old, ha-. 
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ving a white head and beard,of a hard and {oure favour, and exceedingly Baker-leg. 
ged; yet as old as he was, he was ſo paſſionately inamoured of the freſh and ſweet 
beauty of Cecilliana, that he thought her not too young to be his wife, nor himſelttog 
old to be her husband, but led more by his1uſt than his judgement, and encouraged 
by Doza Catherinaher Mother, for that his great lands and wealth wholly inclined and 
weighed downe her affetion towards him , he often viliteth her daughter Cecilliang, 
and with his beſt oratory and power ſeeks and courts her affection in . way of mar- 
riage : but ſhe having her heart fixed on Morfredo's youth, and comely feature, ſhe 
highly flights Delrio's frozen age, as diſdaining to make her ſelfe a May to this Decew- 
ber, becauſe ſhe apparantly knew, and perfettly beleeved , that he was every way fit 
ter for his grave, than for her bed 3 for it was Moxfredo, and only Moxfredo,whom her 
heart hadeleQed and choſen for her ſecond ſelfe and Husband: And ſappoſe (qua 

ſhe) that Morfredo be not ſorich as Delrio, yet all Caſtile, yea all Spaine well knowes, 

that by deſcent and generofity he is farre more noble, and that there is as greatan 

Antitheſis and diſparity betweene the vertues of the firſt, and the defe&sand imperfe. 

&tions of the laſt, as there is betweene a Clowne and a Captaine, and aPeaſant and: 

Prince 3 therefore let my Mother ſay what ſhe will, Delrie what he can, or my bro- 

ther Martino what he dare, yet they ſhall ſee, and the world know, that I will beyik 

tonone but Menfreds, and that either he, or my Grave, ſhall bemy Husband. 

But the Lady Cathering her Mother (notwithſtanding her Daughters averſeneſ 
and obſtinacie) layes her charge and bleſſing upon her to forſake Monfredo, and takes 
Delr:o, urging to her the poverty of the one, and the wealth of the other, whatde- 
lights and contentmentsthe laſt will give her,and what afflictions and miſery the firſ 
doth threaten her : but the affeCtion of Cecill;ana is ſtill ſo firmely fixed. and ſtrong 
ſetled and cymented on her Moxfredo, that ſhe 1s deafe totheſe requeſts, and blindeto 
theſe reaſons of her Mother, in ſeeking to diſlwade her from him, and in conſenting 
and perſwading her to accept of Delr;o for her Husband; and although her Mother 
follow her in all places as her ſhadow,and haunt her at all times as her Ghoſt,to dray 
ber hereunto, yet ſhe ſtill findes her Daughter as reſolute to denie, as ſhe is importy- 
nate torequeſt it of her, vowing that ſhe will rather wed her ſelfe to a Nunnery, than 
to Delrio, whom ſhe ſaith ſhe cannot afte&, and therefore peremptorily diſdainethto 
marry. Her Mother ſeeing her Daughter thus conſtantly and wilfully to perſeverein 
her obſtinacy againſt her defires, ſhe (with much choller and griefe) relates from 

oint to point to her Sonne Don Martizo what had paſt betweene them 5 whom (hee 
»4 did as much love Delr:o, and hate Morfreds, as her eldeſt Sonne Dox Pero hated 
Delrio, and loved Morfredo for their Siſter in marriage. Martino takes advantage of 
this occaſion and opportunity, and thinking togive two blowes with one ſtone, b 
croſſing his Siſter in her affeCtion , and his Brother in his defignes and wiſhes, dot 
now more than ever incenſe his Mother againſt her, alleadging that itwould beafar 
greater honour,and leſle ſcandall to their Name and Houſe,that ſhe were rather mar- 
ried toa Nunnery, than a Beggar, and with many powerfull reaſons, and artificial 
perſwaſions, ſtrives to make her inclinable to this proje&, and flexible to thisreſolu- 
tion of his, as indeed ina little time ſhe doth : For the Mother being thus wedded to 
her will, and therein now confirmed by the {lie policy , and fortified by the ſubtile 
inſinuation ofher Sonne Dox Martino, ſhe hereupon conftantly reſolves to betake and 
give her Daughter to God and the Church, aftirming that ſhe ſhall never reape any 
true content in her thoughts, nor peace in her heart, before ſhe ſee her cloyſtered up 
& eſpouſed toa Nunnery. But this compact of theirs is not ſo cloſely carried between 
them, but the vigilancie of Dor Pedro (whoſe affeftion and care aimes to give _ 
do and his Siſter content) hath perfe@ notice and intelligence hereof, the which fora 
time he holds fit to conceale from them both 3 when firmely purpoſing to prevent it, 
and ſo tocrofſe his Mother and Brother, who herein delight and glory to croſſe him, 
he bethinks himſelfe of an invention (worthy of himſelfe) how and which yo to 
ctfe 
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effe&t it. He ſends for Don Alonſo Delris to the Cordeliers Church , and there relates 
him the friendſhip he bears him, that he will not ſee him runne himſcelfe into an er- 
zourin ſeeking hisSiſter Ceci//;ana in marriage, whom heknowes he cannot poſſibiy 
obtaine 3 She (to his knowledge) being already firmely contracted to Monfredo, not= 
withſtanding all that his Mother and Brother Dox Martino have ſaid or can do to the 
contrary. Delrio heartil y thanks Do# Pedro for the expreſſion of this love tc him, the 
whick he aftirmes he ſhall ever finde him ready both to deſerve and requite ; when 
neaſuring the time future by the preſent , and of Ceci/iana's blooming youth by his 
yeather-beaten and blaſted age, he vowes to Dox Pedro, that he will henceforth no 
more deſire or ſeek his Siſter in marriage, nor yet ſpeak with her, or come neer- his 
Mother or Brother 5 ſo that buſineſle 1s for ever daſhed, and receives an end, almoſt 
15 ſoone as a beginning. The which Dox Martino (out of his deepe reach and poli- 
tick pate) underſtandipg , and knowing that this falling oft of Delr;o, from farther 
keking his Siſter in marriage, proceeded wholly from the ſecret undermining of his 
Brother Boz Pedro, he is extreamely in choller againſt him forthe ſame 3 and ſo (with 
more paſſion than diſcretion)goes & chargeth him herewith : Whereupon theſe two 
Brothers fall at grear contention and variance,and many bitter words and outragious 
ſpeeches here interchangeably paſſe betweene them, the repetition whereof T think 
good to bury in lilence, beeauſe it mattersnot much to give ita placein this Hiſtory 
onely (to deale on generals) I muſt ſay that Por Pedro was high, and Dor Martino 
hot, and that the firſt ſpake not ſo much as he dared, and the laſt dared not ſo much 
he ſpake. But this tongue combate of theirs was ſo violent and bluſterous, asthe 
iſſue thereof redounding to Dor Pedres glory and gen-rolity, and to Dor Martino 's 
hame and baſenefle, and Marti finding that he had more will than power to be 
ww revenged hereof on his brother, he 1s inflamed with choller and revenge againſt 
lim for the ſame, as conſulting with Satan, not with God, he1s fo revengefull and in- 
himane , as he wiſheth his ſaid Brother in Heaven, and from thencetorth plotteth 
vith himſelfe how to finiſh it, reaſoning thus uncharitably and damnably with him- 
kife That he being dead, and his Siſter pent and mewed up in a Nunnery, he ſhall 
then be ſole Heire and Lord to all the Lands and Eſtate which his Father left him. 
Thus in the heat of his choller, and the fumes of his revenge againſt his Brother 
Dar Pedro, he repayres to his Mother, informes her how it is he and his policie which 
bath bearen off Delrio from ſeeking his Siſter Ceci//iana in marriage, and that through 
hiscloſe treacherous dealing, he hath prevailed with him for ever to abandon her 
jea, he here leaves no invention unatlayed to incenſe his Mother againſt his Brother, 
nor meanes unattempted to inflame her againſt his Siſter, by ſtill putting her in minde 
ofhis raſhneſle towards Delrzo, and of her diſobedience towards her ſelfe ; and here 
(heremembring his owne avaritious ends) doth again modeſtly perſwade, and then 
apaine importunately pray his Mother to conſtitute herto a Nunnery 3 whereunto 
(awe have formerly underſtood) he knowes ſhe is already reſolutely bent and reſol- 
ved: When ſhe (being vanquiſhed with her owne delires, and his importunity) pro-= 
miſeth him very ſhortly toeffect it. But firſt ſhe ſends for her Sonne Dox Pedrs, and 
nalanguage of thunder rebukes and checks him for his double crime, in diflwading 
Delrio |. ſo ſuddenly forſaking his Siſter , and in perſwading ſo ſtrongly to aftect 
Wonfredo, adding withall, that notwithſtanding his treachery and policie, and her in- 
matefull diſobedience to her, ſhe is inviolably reſolved ſhortly to ſend Monfredoto 
kek another wife, and to give and betake herto no other Husband than a Nunnery. 
Don Pedro, holding it his duty to entertaine this choller and theſe ſpeeches of his Mo- 
therrather with modeſtie than paſſion, returns her this anſwer, that he hath not ſaid, 
nordone any thing to Delrzo, but what he can well juſtifie with his obedience to her, 
and his honour to the whole world; that his affedion to his Siſters preſent content, 
and care of her future proſperity, makes him aſſume this beliefe and confidence, that 
Delriois aSunworthy of her, as ſhe worthilybeſtowed on Doz Menfreds, and — 
that 


nobility and generoſity of the ſecond 3 he prayes her to confider, that as Ceci{iangig 
her Daughter, ſo ſhe is his Siſter, andthat he is fo well acquainted with her diſpoſiti- 
on and ſecrets. as not to diſſemble her the truth, he holds her farre more fit to make 
a Wife thana Nunne, and a Nunnery therefore (every way) to be improper for her, 
and ſhe for it 3 that he is not ignorant that itis the policy , or rather themalice of his 
Brother Dor Martino, which hath wrought theſe falſe impreſſions in her beliefe 


- againſt himſelfe , and this her uncharitable reſolution againſt his Siſter z for which 


baſe treachery and ingratitude of his, if he thought him as worthy of his care, ashe 
knowes he is of his ſcorne , he would not faile to call him to a ſtri& account for the 
ſame, but that Nature and Grace preſcribe him contrary rules. Doxa Catherina bei; 

farre more capable to diſtaſte.than to reliſh this bold anſwer of her Sonne Dozx Pear, 
and contenting her ſelfe to have now delivered him her minde and reſolution at ful] 
ſhe leaves him , and findes out his Brother Martizo, to whom ſhe punCtually relate; 
what had paſt betweene her and his Brother Do# Pedro; whereat he is afreſh ſo netled 
with choller, and inflamed with revenge againſt him, as what before he hath deſpe. 
rately plotted and reſolved againſt his life, he now vowes and ſweares ſhortly toex- 
ecute, whereat his bloody thoughts (without intermiſſion) aime and tend, and nex 
thereunto he defiresnothing ſo much, as to ſee his Siſter madea vowed and vayle 

Siſter. ' 

Whiles thus his Mother and himſelfe are deepe in conference, and buſe in cop 
ſultation how to effect and compaſle theſe their different defignes, Don Pedrs goesto 
his Siſter Cecil/iana, findes out Monfredo , and tothem both fincerely delivers whit 
hath paſt betweene his Mother; his Brother, and himſelfe, in their behalfes; yea, i 
is a jeſt (both worthy,and well beſeeming his laughter) to ſee how betweene earneſt 
and jeſt, he tels his Siſter (in preſence of her lover Moxfredo) that ſhe muſt ſhortly pre 
pare her ſeIfe tor a Nunnery, for that their Brother Do: Martizo hath decreed it,and 
their Mother Doxa Catherina iworne it: At this pleaſant paſlage and conceiptof 
Don Pedro, Cecilliana cannot refraine from bluſhing, nor Moxfredo from ſmiling : for 
looking each on other with the eyes of one and the ſame tender affeftion and con- 
Nancy, he ſmiles to ſee her bluſh,and ſhe againe bluſheth to ſee him ſmile hereat,here 
ſhe tels her brother Doz Pedro plainly, and her lover Moxfredo pleaſantly.that ſhe will 
deceive her Mothers hopes, and her Brother Dox Martino's deſires, in thinkingto 
make her a cloyſtered Siſter 5 when againe metamorphoſing the ſnow-white lillies 
of her cheeks into bluſhing damask Roſes, ſhe with a modeſt pleaſantneſle, dired- 
ing her ſpeech to Mexfredo (who then lovingly led her in the Garden by her arne) 
tels him, that his houſe ſhould be the Nunnery, his armes the Cloyſter, and himſelfe 
the Saint, to whom (till death) ſhe was ready to proffterup, and ſacrifice both herat- 
feCction and her ſelfe 3 thatas ſhe did not hate, but love the profeſſion ofa Nunnein 
others, ſo for his ſake ſhe cou]d not Jove, but hare it in her ſelfe, adding withall, that 


_ for proofe ' and confirmation hereof (if it were his pleaſure) ſhe was both readyand 


willing to put herſelfe into his proteCtion,and to repoſe her honour in the confidence 
of his faithfull affeCtion and integrity towards her. Monfredo firſt kiſſing her,thenin- 
Hnitely thanks her for this true demonſtration of her deere and conſtant affection to 
him, when againe intermixing kiſſes with ſmiles, and {miles with kiſſes, he ſweares 
to her, in preſence of God, and her Brother Dox Pedro , that ifthe Lad y her Mother 
wholly abandon her, or reſolve tocommit her to a Nunnery, he will receive anden- 
tertain her in his poore houſe with delight and joy, and preſerve her honour equally 
with h1s owne life,and that in all things (as well for the time preſent , as the future) 
he will ſteere his aGtions by the ſtarre of her defire, and the compaſle of her preſent 
Brother Dow Pedros commands : for which free and faithfu'l courtelie of his, Ceci 
»4athanks him, and no leſſe doth Dom Pedro, who in requitall hereof makes himage- 


nerall and generous tender of his beſt power and ſervice to a and —_—_ h1s 
ClIres 5 


Gods Revenge againſkeM urther. Booke V. 


| that it is both pitty and ſhame, that the wealth of the firſt ſhould be preferred to the 
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Jefires 3 and-ſo forthat time, and with this reſolution, they parteachfrom other, lea- 
ving the progreſle of their afteQions , and theſucceſle thereof partly:to time, - but 
chiefly to God, whom they all religiouſly invocate to bleſle theirdefignesin hand. 

_ Leave we them fora. while, and come wenow againe.(curſonily) to ſpeake of 
their Mother Dara Catherine, and of Dor Martinotheir -_ whobein theOra- 
ce from whom ſhe derives and directs all her xefolutions, ſhe is ſtil conſtantto her 
(:ife, and therefore ſtill vehemently bent againſther Sonne Dow Pedro, her Daughter 
Cecillianarand Monfredo, {wearing both ſolemnely and ſeriouſly, that he will rather 
dye, than live to ſee him her Sonne inlaw : and yet whatſoever Doz'Martino do ſay, 
or can-alleadge to her to the contrary, ſhe yet loves Dox Alonſo Delrio ſo well, and her 
Daughter Cecilliana fo deerely , that beforeſhe will attempt to cloyſter her up in a 
Nunnery,ſhe hoping to reclaime him to affect her,and to revive his ſuit of marriage, 
doth by a Gentleman her ſervant ſend him this Letter. 


CATHERINA to DELRTO. 


Am wholly ignordnt why thou thus forſukeſt thy affeFion and ſute to wy Danehter Cecil- 

liana, whereof, before I ar reſolved by thee, Thive many reaſons to ſu pet and thinke, that 
itwas as ftigned as thy promiſes and oathes pretended it to be fervent. Sure Tam, that as en- 
vie 0armot eolipſe the ſame of her vertues towards the world, ſo Truth dares not contradi@t 
the ſucerity of my well wiſhes and affeion towards thee, in deſiring to make thee her Huſ* 
Mnd,and her thy Wife. Her poore beauty (which thou ſo oftenſworeſt thy heart ſo deerely ad- 
wred and adored) hath loſt nopart of its luſtre, but is the ſame ſtill and ſs am T, who haut 
ewe wiſhed, andever will faithfully defire. that of all men of the world, thy ſelfe ouly may live 
tenjoy it. Tf thou think her affeFion bz bent any other way, thox doeſt her no right, but of* 
fra palpable wrong to thy owne judgement,and to my knowledge : Or if thou imagine the Por- 
tion be too ſorall, which Ipromiſed to give, and thou to receive with her in marriage, thou 
ſult command that augmentation from me , which none but thy ſelfe ſhall ever have cauſe to 
requeſt, or power to obtaines yea, thon ſhalt finde, that for the finiſhing and conſummating of 
ſagood a work (which thou ſs much aeſerveſt, and I ſo much deſire) Iwill willingly be conten- 
ted to inrich her fortunes with the impoveriſhing of mine owne. If thoufend me thine Anſwer 
berennto, I ſhall take it for an argument of thy unkindneſſe « but if thou bring it thy ſelſe, 7 
pil eſteerme it as one of thy ite reſpets and affet ion to me. | 


CATHERAINA. 


.* Don Martino being fulicited and charged by his Lady Mother likewiſe to write 
effeCtually to Delrio to returne to ſeek his Siſter Cecillize inmarriage, yet notwith- 
ſanding drawne thereunto for his owne covetous ends, fecretly todefire and wiſh 
that he might never marry her, but ſhe a Nunnery, he therefore tothateffett writes, 
and ſends him a moſt diflembling and. hypocriticall Letter by the ſame meſſenger, to 
accompany hers , but heis ſo reſerved and fine, as he purpoſely conceales the ſight 
and reading thereof from his Mother: This Letter of his, which was as falſe and dou- 
ble as himſelfe, reported this languape : | 


MARTEFNO to DELRIO. 


Mr duty tver obliging me to eſteeme my Mothers requeſts as commands , I therefore ad- 
venture thee this Letter, as deſiring to know who or what hath ſo ſuddenly withdrawne 
thee, or thy affeFion from my Sifter Cecilliana. Thou canſt not be ignorant of my hearty well 
Wiſhes and love to thee in obtaining her t0 thy wifes, and yet it is not poſsible for thee to con- 
cwve, much leſſe believe, the huwdreth part of the bitter ſpeeches , which I have beene inforced 
loreceive and packup, from her aud my Brother Don Pedro, for deſiring and wiſhing "a F 

; now 
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that inforced affe ions prove commonly more fatall than fortunate, and more ruing,, 
> v4} —_ 5 rare I am ſo farre from any more perſwading thee to ſeek her in mazr;j. 
ace » that I leave each of you to your ſelver, and both unto God. And to the end they 
maſt ſee how much the x14 myMother affetc thy ſute,and diſtaſte that of Monfredo jg ”_ 
Sifter, ſhe upon thy ferbearance and abſence hath vowedunto God, that if thou be not, be ſh,}} 
not , but a Nunnery muſt be her Huchand. My Mother is defirons to ſee thee, and wy ſelfe y 
ſpeacke with thee 3 but becauſe marriages ought firft to be made in Heaven, before conſummated 
in Earth, therefore thon knoweſt far better thaw my ſelfe,that in all aFions (eſpecially in mar- 
riage) it is the duty of a Chriſtian to wait on Godsſecret providence, and to attend his ſacred 
pleaſnre with patience. 


? MARTINO. 
Detris receives and reades theſe two Letters,and (conſulting them with his judge. 
ment) findes that they looke two difterent wayes 3 for Dox Catherinathe Mother 
would marry her Daughter to himſelfe , but not to Moxfreds, and her ſonne Martin 
aimes and deſireth to have her married to a Nunnery, and not tohimſelfe z whereig 
wealth and eovetouſneſle are the chiefeſt ends and ambition of themboth , without 
having any reſpect to the young Ladies content, or _—_ to her ſatisfaction; and 
although the ſpeech which Dox: Pedredelivered himin the Cordeliers (or Gray _ 


; Church, have fo much wrought with his affeQtion, and ſo powerfully prevailed 


his reſolution, that he will no farther ſeek Cec;/;arz4 in marriage, yetin common 
courteſie and civility he holds himſelf bound to anſwer their two Letters, the which 
he doth, and returnes them by their owne meſſenger. That tothe Lady Catherin 
had theſe words : 


” = 


DELRIO to CATHERINA. 


Hough you ſuſpe@ my ſincerity yet if you will believe the truth,youſhall finde that the if 
fe&ion which Tintended the Lady Cecilliana your Dayghter war fervent,not feigned, 

and becauſe you are defirous to know the reaſons why I forbare to ſeek her in marriage, Icmn 
give you no otber bus this, that I know ſhe is too worthy tobe my wife, axd beljeve thit 
1 ammot worthy enough to be her hucband.- ſo though exvie ſhould dare to be ſo ignorant, jt 
it cannot poſſbly be ſo malicious, either to eclipſe the luſtre of her beauty , or the fame of her 
vertuer, fith the one is ſo ſweet a grace to the other, and both ſo pretious ornaments token 
ſelfe, that infinite others beſides my Bf hold it as great a prophaneneſſe not to adore the liſh, 
as a happineſſe ta ſte and admire the firſt. For your affetion in deſiring my ſelfe her, and ſbe 
mine in marriage, Tean give you no other requitall but — the preſent,and my prayer! 
and ſervice for the future. How'your Daughter hath, or will diſpof of her affeFjon, God and 
her ſelfe beſt know; and therefore I ſhall doe her right, «nd your knowledee and my judgement 
no wrong, rather to proclaime my ignorance, then my curioſity herein : bus this 7 aſſure you; 
that if hers to me had equalized mine to hers, 1 fhould then thankefully have takew , andjoy- 
fully received her with a farre 6/4 portion than you wouldhave given me with her. Toyout 
ſelfe I wiſh much proſperity, andto the Lady m Danghter all happineſſe. I muſt returne yo# 
this mine anſwer by mine own ſervant , and whether you make it an areument of my unkind» 


reſſe or affetion, in pleaſing your ſeife you ſhall ns way diſpleaſe me. 


DELR1o. 
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His Letter to Dor Martino ſpake thus. 


Fs 

n DEL&1o to MARTINO. : 
na Have (by my Letter) given the Lady thy Mother the reajons why T deſiſt from any farther 

ed N Mecking thy Siſter Cecilliana in 92arriage; and becanſe I know ſhe will acquaint thee there- 

r= Þ vith, therefore 1 hope they will ſuffice both for thee and her. I am as thankfull to thee for thy 

2d || wlwiſhes to have obtained her for my wife, as I grieve to underſtand that thou haſt received 


m bitter ſpeeches, either from her or thy Brother Don Pedro, for my ſake. Tt rejoyceth me 
ſee thee of the opinion,that inforced marriages prove commonly fatall and ruinons. in which 
life and truth, if thou and thy Mother perſevere, I hope you will eſpouſe your Siſter to Don 
Wonfredo, and not to a Nunnery , becauſe (if Tam not miſ-informed) her affeFions ſnogeſt 
adaſſure her, that ſhe ſhall recerve as nmch content from the firſt, as miſery from the ſecond. 
1: thy Mother is deſtrous to ſee me, /o am Tto ſerve her, and likewiſe thy ſelfe ; and as thou 
witeſt religiouſly and truly, that marriages ſhould firlt be made in Heaven, ere ſole nized in 
path; ſo, doubtleſſe, God hath reſerved thy Siſter for afar b:tter Hucbanl than Delrio, aud 
lim for a far worſe wife then Cecilliana < And thus (as a Chriſtian) I recommend her with 
wal to the providence, and my ſelfe with Patience to the Pleaſure of Almighty God. 


DELRI0O. 


When in regard of his former affe&ion, and future reſpect, devoted to the beau- 
gand vertnes oft Cecillzara, and ſeeing her ſelfe her Mother and Brother Dox Martino 
 atto diſpoſe otherwiſe of her in Marriage, hee will yet be ſo jealous of her good, 

nd ſo carefull of his owne honour and reputation, as hee holds himſelfe obliged to 
take his leave of her by Letter, ſith not in perſon, and ſotorecommend her and her 
god fortunes toGod3 the which hee doth, and gives his Letter to the ſame Bearer, 
but with a particular charge & ſecret inſtruCtions todeliverit very privately intothe 
Lady Cecilliana's hands, without the knowledge either of her Mother or Brother 
Dor Martino, which he faithfully promiſed to performe : His ſaid Letter to her was 
charged with thele lines. 


DELRITO to CECILLYANA. , 
Pins heretofore informed by your Brother Don Pedro of your deare affeFion to Don 

Monfredo,and your conſtant reſolution to make him your Husband,Theld my (#lf bound, 
at of duc regard to you, and firme promiſe to him,to ſurceaſe my 'ute to you , and (becan'e the 
ſhorteſt errours are ever beſt) no more to ſtrive to make impolſivilities poſſuble, in perſevering 
toſeck you int marriage, whom I ſee (Heaven and Earth have conſpired) another muſt obtaine 
adenjoy: And when I look from my ace to your youth,and from that to Monfredo's, Ian ſo 
jarfrom condemning your choice,as Tboth approve and applaud it.prayins you ts be at reſolute 
mthis confidence,as I ant confident in this reſolution,that my beſt prayers an4 wiſhes ſhall ever 
Piſh you the beſt proſperities. And to the end you may perceive that my formr aff-tinn hall 
Ball reſplend andſhine to you in my future reſp:&,T cannot,T will not conceate the knowledge of 
this truth from you, that by Letters which right now(by this Bearer) [received from the Lady 
yur Mother and Brother Don M uwtino, thzy have ſom? exorbitant au1 irregu! ur d-/ig142 in 
untemplation.ſhortly ta reduce into aFion againſt the excellency of your youth &» beauty,and 
heſweetneſſe of your content and tran quillity;which how/p-v2r(to your ſel ant the world)they 
ſeem to ſhadow and overvail with falſe colonrs,yet althouzh they netke religion the protext,you 
(if you ſpeedily prevent it nat) will in the end find: that their mice to you- lover Moatredo 
s | "*thetrue and only cauſe therof.God hath indued you with a double happin:e,in giving you an 
excellent wit to ſecond and imbelliſh your exquiſite beauty, whereunto if in this bu/Tnz/ſ> you 
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take the advice efyour beſt friend Monfredo. and follow that of your noble Brother Don Pe. reg 
dro, you will then have no cauſe to doubt , but all the reaſons of the world te aſſure your ſelf 
that your affetions and fortunes willin the end ſucceed according to my prayers , andygy 
merits and expeF ation. | T 


DELRIO. 


T he Meſlenger firſt publickly delivereth the two former Letters to his Lady Dgy 
Catherina, and her Son Dor Martizs, and then privately the other to the young Lady 
Cecilliana, according to his promiſe and Dor: Delrio's requeſt : As for the Mother, ſhe 
orieves to {ce that Delrio will not be redlaimed, but hath quite forſaken her Daugh- 
ter 5 But for her Son Dox Martins he tsexceedingjoyfull hereof; for now: he is con. 
fident, that (according to his plot) his Mother upon Delr:is's refuſall, will (in meer 
malice to Moxfredo) afſuredly commit his Siſter to a Nunnery: Thus if he obtainehis 
ends and deſires, he cares not who mille theirs. As for Cec;l/iana, ſhe doth not a hittk 
rejoyce at Delrio's Letter to her, 'and at his conſtant reſolution to leave ,, and commit 
her to Morfredo; yea ſhe reputes his advice to her concerning her Mother , andher 
Brother Dor Martino's intended diſcourteſie towards her to much reſpect andho- 
nour. She acquaints her Prother Dox Pedro, and her Moxfredo with this Letter of Del 
7i0, who now plainly ſee their Mother and Brothers former reſolation confirmed, i 
aiming and intending to make Cecil/;anaa holy Siſter, whereat they againe laugh and 
jeſt at her, and {be to them, for in their hearts and thoughts they all know,and reſohe 
to prevent it. But they cannot but highly approve of Delrio's noble reſpect andtme 

_ diſcretion, in being {oconſtant togiveover his ſute to her, and yet fo courtcousand 
honeſt towards them all in this his kind and reipectfull Letter to Cecil/iarza; the which 
above the other two, ſhe cheerfully receives,and joyfully welcomes,that ſhe reſolves 
ſhecan (in honour) dono lefle, than return his complement, and anſwer his Letter 
with one of her owne to him. the which ſhe doth in theſe tearmes. E-1i% 


F 
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CECILLIANA to DFELRIO. 


Wi my Brother Don Pedro informed you concerning Montredo and my ſelfe, ws 
the very truth and ſmmcerity of thoſe affetions wherewith God hath inſpiredar 
hearts,and ſetledour reſolutions each to other. As I was never doubtful of zour well-wiſher and 
love. ſo now Tamnot alittle thankfull ts you for zour dear reſpeF towards me , in approving 
my choyce, and in praying to God to makeit proſperous , whereas the obſtinacy of ny Lit 
Mother , and the malice of my Brother Don Martino (without ground or reaſon) affirmit 
aruft needs prove ruinows. Thave heretofore been advertiſed, and now (by your care of we, and 
reſpet? to me which clearly reſplends and ſhines in your Letter) am filly confirmed that myſaid 
Mother aud Brother hawe ſome undeſerved deſigne againſt me, and my content 5 and although 
ny poor beauty and filly wit no way deſerve thoſe excellent praiſes of your Pen,yet my heart ſd 
conſult with Don Pedro how to bear my ſelf in this ſs weighty & important a buſineſſe, where- 
on(although the cauſe be malice,and the pretext religion) 1 know depends either my future con- 
#ent or affiietiow,mmy happinefſe or my miſery, in the meane time I will pray for thoſe who viti- 
ouſly hate me, and honour theſe who vertnoufly affe# and honour me. Of which laſt number, 
ingenuonſly and gratefully acknowledge, that your generoſity, not my merits, hath condienth 
made you one. : _ 
CECILLIANA. 


When ſhe had diſpatched this Letter to Delrio,then Monfredo by her conſent,& the 
advice of her Brother Dor Pedro, holds it very requiſite now once again to ſound the 
aftefion, and to feele the pulſe of their Mother Dona Catherina's reſolution towards 
him, to ſee whether yea or no ſhe will pleaſe to give him her Daughter inmarriage3 
and it is agreed of allſides betweene them , that at the very time and houre _ 
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goes there, that ſhe and trer Brother Doz Pedro will purpoſely abſent themſelves, 
ad ride abroad1n their Coach, totakethe aire, which they doe: To this effe(t Morx- 

b takes his Coach,and goes directly to the Lady Catharinz's houfe,and ſends up his 
me to her. as deliring to have the honour to ſalute her, and kiſle her hand ; but ſhe 
ſoenraged and tranſported with choller at his arrival and meſlage,as ſhe ſends him 
Jown a flat and peremptory deniall; That ſhe will not ſee him, and as formerly ſhee 

:d, ſd now ſhe commands him to depart, and ever hereafter to forbeare her 
Houſe. An anſwer ſo unkinde and uncivill, that Morfredo well knowes not whether 
tehave reaſon to digeſtit with more choller or laughter; ſo returning her anſwer by 
ter W aiting-gentlewoman, that he will obey her commands, and no more trouble 
«ther her Houle or her patience, yet that he will ſtill remaine her moſt humble ſer- 
wat, and although ſhe refuſe to ſee 111m, that he will ever pray for herlong life and 

perity : Doz Martino is-now at home, and laughs in hisfleeve as a Gipſie, to ſee 
gat brave entertainment his Mother gives Mozfredo,he expetteth alſo that he ſhould 
alite him, but becauſe his Mothers ſtomack 1s ſo high, therefore he cannot deſcend 
flow , as owing him no ſuch duty and ſervice, and ſo takes Coach and away 3 and 
knowing where Dox Pedro and his Miſtreſle Ceci;ana were, inthe fields, he drives 
way preſently to them, and very pleaſantly relates them the whole long ſtory of their 
Mothers ſhort entertaiument to hum, which adminiſtreth matter of laughter to them 
{and far the more,in regard neither of them expected lefle 5 ſo Moxfredo ſtaying an 
houre or two with them in the fields, & then bringing them to the Gates of the City, 
hey for that time take their leaveeach of other, and all appoint to meet the nzxt day 
iter dinner,in the Garden of the Azgrſtine Friers, and there to provide & reſolve for 
heir affaires, againſt the diſcontent of their Mother, and the malice of their Brother 
Dos Martino: 

The next morning , the Lady Catherina (ſtorming at Monfredo's yeſterdayes pre- 
funption and boldnetle) ſends for her Daughter Cec:/7ana into the Garden to her, as 
tiog fully reſolved to deal efiectually with her for ever to forſake Moxfredo,or if ſhe 
anmot, then to commit her to a Nunnery. She comes, when (in great privacy and ef- 
tcacy) ſhe layes before her the poverty of Moxfredo, the which ſhe aftirmes will bring 
herto more miſery than ſhe can expeCt ur think of, or indeed which ſhe deſerves, ar 
kaſtif ſhe be not ſo wilful to ruine her ſelf and her fortuns,as ſheis ro preſerve them. 
Ceiflianunow ſeeing her Mother bent to play her prize againſt the merits and honour 
of her Moxfredo,and therfore againſt the content and felicity which ſhe expects to en- 
joy by enjoying him,ſhe no longer able to brook or digeſt it, cuts h=r off with thisre- 
ply,that (her duty excepted) it 15 1n vain for her,either to ſeek to diſparage Monfreds 
any way of the world to.attempt to withdraw her atiection from him;,and therfore 
with much obſervance and reſpeG& prayes her toaffe& and honour him, if not for his 
om ſake, yet for hers... Her Lady Mother weeps to ſee her Daughter thus obſtinate 
(he might have ſaid thus conſiant)in her aftection to Mozfredo, and therefore (with 
owns in her luoks,and angerin her eyes){he thunders out a whole Catalogue of diſ- 
praiſes and recriminations againſt him3 and becauſe yet ſhe deſpaireth to prevaile 
with her hereby , ſhe now (thinking it high time) reſolves todivert and change tha 
ſtreame of her affectionfrom him to God, and ſb at laſtto mew and betake her to a 
Nunnery, whereon her deſires and'intentions have ſo long ruminated, and her wiſb- 
esand yowesaimed at :\to which end calmingthe ftorms of her tongue, and compo- 
lmgher countenance toſpatience and piety, ſhe with her beſt art & eloquence ſpeaks 
toher thus; Thatin regard ſhe will not accept of Dox Delrio for her Husband , with 
whom ſhe-night haveenjoyed proſperity, content, and glory, but will rather marry 
Monfredo, "ar. ya: ſhe can;and muſt expe nothing; but poverty,griet,and repen- 
tance,thetherfore(out of her naturall tegard'ofher,and:tender affection to her)hath 
bythediretbion of Godbethought her ſelf of a zedium betweene both, w® isto mar- 
7ynettherof them, - bat.in a religious and ſanRified ks 1 her ſelfe to a 
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and his holy Church;when (thinking to have taken time by the forelock) ſhe depain- 
teth her the felicity and beatitude ofa Nuns profeſſion and life, ſo plealing to Gol 
and the World,to Heaven and Earth, to Angels and Men: .W hen her Daughter ce. 
cilliana being tyred & diſcontented with this poor and ridiculous oration of hers,ſhe 
lifting up her eyes toHeaven,with a modeſt boldnes, yet with a bold truth,interrupt, 
her Mother thus, that God hath inſpired her heart to attect Morfreds ſo deerely, and 
to love him ſo tenderly, as ſhe will rather content her ſelfe to beg with hitn, thanto 
live with Delrio in the greateſt proſperity which either this life or this world can af. 
ford her;that although ſhe had no bad opinion of Nuns,yerthat neither the conſtity- 
tion of her body,much lefſe of mind, was proper for aNunnery,or aNunnery forher; 
in which regard, ſhe had rather pray for themthen with them,and honor than imitate 
them: when the Lady her Mother,notable to contain her helt in patience,much leſſs 
in filence.at this audacity(and as ſhe thought)impiery of her Daughter, ſhe with much 
choller and ſpleen demands her a reaſon of theſe her exorbitant ſpeeches. When her 
Daughter no way dejecting her lcoks to Earth, but rather advancing & raiſing them 
to Heaven, requites her with this anſwer 3 That it is not the body, but the minde,not 
the fleſh, but the ſoule, which is chiefly requilite & required to give our ſelves toGod 
and his Church 3 that to throw,or (which is worſe) to permit our ſelves to be throw 
on the Church through any cauſe of conſtraint, or motion of diſtaſte or diſcontentjy 
an a& which ſavoureth more ot profanenefle than piety,and more of Earth than Ha- 
ven; that as Gods power, ſo his preſence 1s not to be contined or tyed ro any olace;for 
thar his Centre is every where, and therefore his circumference no where; that Gud 
isin #eggpt, as well as 1n P-leſtine pr Hiernſalem and rh:t Heaven is asneere us, andwe 
Heaven, 3n a Manſion houſc, as ina Monaſtery or Nunnery ; that it 1s 8ot the plhice 
which ſanCtifieth the heart and foule, but they the place; and that Churches and 
Cloyſters have no priviledge or power to keep ont fin, it we by our own lively faith, 
and God by his all-ſaving grace do not. Which ſpeech of hers as ſoon as ſhe had del 
vered, and ſeeing that the Lady her Mother was more capableto anſwer her there- 
unto with filence than reaſon, ſhe making her a low reverence,and craving her excuſe, 
departs frum her,aud leaves her here alone 1n the Garden to her ſelfe and her Muſes 
Her Mother having a little walked out her choller,in ſeeing her Daugh.rers firm re- 
ſolution riot to become a Nunz(he leaves the Garden & retires to her Chamber, where 
fending for her ſon Mart:#o,ſhe relates him at full what conference had there paſt be- 
tween bis Siſter and her lelfe,who likewitle is ſo muciyperplexed and grieved hereat. 
as putting their headsand wits tog-ther; they within a'day or two, vow to providea 
remedy for this her obſtinacy & wilfulnefle. As for Cec:/iara, the likewiſe reportsthis 
verbal! conference, wdt'had paſt between her Mother and her ſelf,to her Brother Don 
Pedro, and Monfredo,when (according to promiſe) they met that afternoon inthe 4#- 
gaftine-Garden,whoexceedingly laught thereatzand yet again fearing leſt the malice 
of theic Brother Don Martino towards them, mought cauſe his Mother to uſe ſome vi 
olence or indurance to her, and ſo to:make force extort that:from her will, whichtair 
means cculd not.they bid her toaſſume a good caurayge,and be ch-erful & generous; 
promiſing her that it her Mc ther attempred.it,that Menfredo ſhould ſteal her away by 
night, and that he-as he is Don Pedro her Brother, will aſli{t her 1n her eſcape & flight; 
wheron they allreſolve with hands,and conclude with kiſles:neither did their doubts 
prove vain,or their fear and ſuſpicion deceive them herein; for her incenſed Mother 
being reſolute in her will,and wilfull mher obſtinacy, to make her Daughter a Nun, 
ſhe ſhuts herup in her Cham er,makes 1t no lefle than her priſon,8 her Brother Don 
Martino her Guardian,orrtather her Goaler. Poore Cec://iananow exceedingly weeps 
and grieves at this cruelty of her Mother,and Brother Dox Martino , which as y:t hit 
dear Brother:Dox Pedro cannot remedy;by perſwading or prevailing with them to res 
leaſe herihe acquaintsMoxfredo withit;they both conſulting, find no better expedient 


to free her fro this domeſticall impriſonment,than counterfeatly to give her Mother 
ro 
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punderſtang and believe, that her Daughter hath now changed hier minde,and that 
(by Gods directionNſhe is fully reſvl ved to abandon Moxfreds,and ſo toſpend and end 
jecdayesin a Nunnery 3 but contrariwiſe, they reſolve to fetch her away by nighit, 
ad: without delay. Accordingly hereunto Cec:{iaraatts ber part well, and pretends 
zow to this ſpirituall will and reſolution of her mother, as before ſhewas diſobedi- 
atHer Mother infinitely rejoyceth at this her converfion,6& no leſſefor rather more) 
lath her Brother Don Martizo, who to fortifie and confirme her it this her religious 
x(alucion,they ſend fome Friers and Nuns to perſwade her to appoint the preciſe day 
orher entrance into this Holy Houle and Ordersz which with her tongue ſhe doth, 
lia her heart xefolves nothing lefle, or rather diredly the contrary. The Mother 
wy2acquaints both her ſons with this reſolution of their Siſter, which is the next Sun- 
ly.to:give her ſelfe to God and the Church, and to take holy Orders;zwhen Dor: Pe- 
purpoſely very artificially {eemes as ſtrongly to oppoſe, as his Brother Dox Mart- 
vheerfully approves therof,now extolling herdevotion and piety as far as the sky, 
{not many degrees beyond the Moone 3 ſo the day appointed for her entrance and 
reeption drawing neer, the Lady Abbelle is dealt with by her Mother, her Cell pro- 
nded,her (pirituall apparell made, all her kinsfolks and chief friends invited toa fo- 
knaFealt,to celebrate this our new holy Siſters mariage toGod and the Church.But 
piles thus Dona Catherina the Mother,8 Dor Martino her Son are exceedingly bulie 
tout the preparation and folemnity of this ſpirituall buſinefle, Dor Pedro and Mon- 
- erg to run a contrary courſe, and fo to ſteale away Ceci;anathe very night 
the prefixed day of her entrance into the Nunnery , as holding that Saturday 
veht the. fitteſt time and moſt voide of all ſuſpition and feare, whereof (both by 
wogue and letter) they give herexact and curious notice 3 which ſtriking infinite joy 
vher heart and thoughts, ſhe accordingly makes her ſelfe ready , packs upall her 
kwels and Bracelets in a ſmall Casker,and acquainting none of the world therewith, 
in that her Brother. Doz Pedro's chamber was next to hers, and he as vigilant and 
ntchfull as her ſelf, for Morfredo's comming about midnight, which was the appoin» 
ed houre for his Rexdevonz : when atlaſtboth their ſeverall Watches (in their ſeve- 
allChambers) aſſuring them that it was neer one of the clock; it being the dead time 
«the night, none of the houſe ſtirring, but all huſhed up in ftlence, as if every thing 
kemed to conſpire to her eſcape and flight 3 then, I ſay, Der Pedreiflues forth of his 
Chamber 'to hers, where - the doore being a little open, and her Candle put out, he 
des his Siſter ready, when conducting her by the arme, they ſoftly deſcend the 
lars; and ſo to a Poſterne doore of the Garden-z where they finde Moxfredo Goyful- 
hready to receive the Queen regent ofhis heart) affiſted with two valiantconfident 
Gentlemen his friends, who-were well mounted on excellent. Horſes with ſwords and 
Piſtals, and for him(ſelfe and:her a Gaach: with fix Horſes: When briefly paſſing over 
their.Complememts and. Congees each from other, they (with a world of thanks) 
kave Dor: Pedro behinde them, and ſo away as ſwift as the wine, who ſeeing them 
fone, ſecretly and ſoftly returnes to his Chamber and Bed, filently ſhutting all the 
doores after him, whiles Monfredo with his other (elte and his two friends drive away 
toYalAbele, 3 manner houſe of his ſomeeight leagues from'/Brrgos. - 
Dox:Pedrolies purpoſely,long in his bed the next marning;thereby the better to co- 
lour out his ignorance and:innocency of his Siſters dandeſtineflight andeſcape : So 
tis Mother abou five, or neer.ſix of the,olock, ſends Felicia ber Daughters Wayting- 
Gentlewoman: to: her Chamber to awake and apparell her, to receive many young 
Ladies and Gentlewomen,who were come ta vifit her,and ta take their leaves of her 
defbre her entry into Gods Houſe : bur' Felicia ſpeedily returns to her with this un» 
lookt-for anſweriThat her Ladies Chamber doorisfaſt locked, whereat ſhe hath ma- 
times called and knock'd aloud,biithears no ſpeech. The Mother is amazed here- 
;& no leſle,(tather more)1s.her Son Nox Martizozſo they both run to her Chamber, 
AMdknock andcallaloud;buthzaringnoanſyer, they _ openthe doore, — 
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they finde the:Neſt, but the Bird flowne away; whereat the Mother infinitely wee, 
and her Son:Dow Martinodothexceedingly rage ana ſtorme, atthis their afront and 
ſcand all, he telshis Mother he will ingage his life, that his brother Doz Pedro is acce(. 
ſary to his Siſter Cecif/fana's flight,& gone with herzſo they both run'to his Chamber 
but finde himin his Ped faſt fJeeping and ſnoring , as he pretends and they beliey: 
their out-cresawake himy but they ſhall find him as ſubtile and reſerved in his Policy 
towards them, as they were intheirmalice to his Siſter;ſohe hears their news, puts o 
his appare)), ſee ms to be all in fireand choller hereat, profereth his Mother hisbeſ 
endeavours and power to recover his Siſter, and to revenge himſelfe on the villaine 
who hath ſtoJne her away. But his Brother Doz Martino isfogalled andnetled athe 
eſcape of his Siſter,and theſe words of his Brother,as he tels him to his face, in preſets 
of their Mother,thathis ſpeeches and profers are counterfeit, and himſelfe a diſſe 
bler, and that it is impoftible but he affiſted and favoured her eſcape and departure; 
for which uncivill and foule language of one Brother to another, Dow Pedro gives hin 
thelye, and ſeconds itwith a box on the eare, and then very cunningly betakes hiy- 
ſelfe to conſolate and comfort the Lady his Mother , who 1s not a hittle grievedand 
angry at this her ſecond affliction,and the more in regard he did it in her preſence;f 
Dor Pedrorecondudting her to her Chamber, and leaving her weeping in compatyef 
many of their forrowfull kinsfolksand neighbours , he then cals for his Horſe, ind 
under coJour to finde out his Siſter, he rides to YValdebelle toherand Monfredo ,. ſtays 
there ſome eight dayes, where being exceeding carefall of the preſervationiothi 
Siſters honour & reputation, he before his departure ſees them ſolemnly but ſecyety 
married;zwhere leaving them to their Nuptiall joyes, and pleaſures;he againe retimns 
to Burgos, and tels his Mother it is impoſſible for him to heare-any newes «his 
Siſter. . : 291 
And now what doth the returne, ſight, and preſence of Do# Pedro do here inhis 
Mothers houſe at Burgos, but only revive his Brother Dox Martino's old malice, ag 
new choller and: revenge againſt him, for the lye and box on the-eare , which hefo 
lately gave him ? For. the remembrance thereof fo inflames his heart and thought 
againſt him, that he forgetting hisconſcience and ſoule, yea Heaven and God, ashe 
aſſumes and pives life to his former bloody reſolution to murther him, and thinksno 
ſafer, nor ſurer way for himtoeffe& it, than by oyfon,that ingredient of Hell;/and 
drug of the Devill. But Doz Martizo is r2folute m his rage.and execrable im his bloody 
malice & revenge againſt this his generous and noble Brother Dox Pedro; ſo(difdain- 
ingall thoughts ofreligion, and conſiderations of piety) he:'procureth a paire of poy- 
ſoned perfumed Gloves, and treacherouſly infinuating:themm into his Brothers hands 
and wearing,the fatall invenom'd ſent thereofiin leſſe than:twodayes poiſoneth him 
1o he is found dead'irrhisBed : when Doz Martino, the'more cloſely:toovervailethis 
damnable fat of his, purpoſely gives it out,thatit wasanImpoſtumwe#broke whhin 
him, and ſo he dyed ſuddainlythereofin his bed, there being no'ſervant of his own, 
nor noneele that night neer him; or by hitmitb aſſiſt him; and this report of hispal- 
ſeth-currant'with the: world 3 ſo. the Lady his Mother-and himſelfe cauſe himto 
be buried with morefilence than folemnity.” and every way inferiour to his honou- 
rable birth' and generous vertues, becauſe ſhe ſtill affeted and loved Dow Mattino 
farre better thanhim : ſo his death did not much afflictorgrieve her, and farre leſle 
his Brother Doz Martino. But for his Siſter Cecil/zana, as-ſoone.as ſheunderſtood and 
heard hereof, ſhe is ſoappalled with griefe, and daunted with ſorrow and diſpaire, 
thatſhe ſendsa worldof fighes to:Heaven,anda deluge oftears:to Earth for the death 
of this her beſt and deareſtBrother.: : Her Husband Do#'Mowfredo (for henceforth {0 
we muſtcall him) likewiſe infinitely laments Pox'Pedrs's death, as havingloſtacon- 
ſtant. friend-and a deare and incomparable'Brother iti law in hims 'and-yet all the 
meanes which he can uſe to comfort this his forrowfull-wife, hath will, but not-pow- 
cr cnovghtotffett it: for ſill ſhe weepes and ſobs, and ſtill her heart and ſoule = 
> promp 
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oompt and te]1 her, that it is one Brother whohath killed another, and that Her Bro- 
ther Dor Ma#tino 151nfallibly the :Murtherer of his. and her Brother iDoz Pedro;/buc 
fiee hath onely preſumption, no proofes for this her ſuſpicion, and therefore ſhee 
leaves theidetection and iſſue hereof to time; and to God:'::, » 2: | 
Now by this time we muſt underſtand that Dora Catharinahath perfect newes, that 
iis Moufrede:wwho hath ſtolne away her Daughter Cecil/iana, iand;keepes her at his 
houſe of | #/al/debelle, 1n the Conntrey, but as yet ſhee knowesnotthathee hath married 
het 3 mhberefare being;defirons.of her returne, not for any great affeftion which ſhe 
now bore her, but onely toaccompliſh her former deſires, fruſtrating her marriage 
with Morefredb,and in marrying her to a Nunnery,ſheagame ſtill provoked andegged 
a by tht advice of herſonDo# Martino,ſends him to YValdebelletocraveher of Monfre- 
4,and10 taperſwadeand haſten hec returne to-her to Burgos, but writes to neither of 
them. Doz Martino arrives thither, and having delivered Don Moxfredo and his Sifter 
Cecilliana his mothers meflage-for her returne to Burgos, hee then vainely preſumes to 
ſpeak thus tothem from himſelf. He firſt ſharpely rebukesherof folly and diſobedi- 
ence,in flying away from-his and her mother.,and then(with more paſſion than judge- 
went) checkes him of diſhonourto harbour and ſhelter herithat this was not the true 
and right way.to make her his wife,but his ſtrumpet,or at leaſt togive the world-jul{t 
aiiſe tro thipk ſ03and if he intended to preſerve her.profperity and honor,and not to 
wine it,that he.ſhould reſtore his mother her daughter, and himſelfe his ſiſter,and no 
Jobper retain herzbut ſpeakes not a word of his brother Doz Pedro's death,much leſle 
makes any ſhadow.to mourne,or ſhew to grieve or ſorrow forit.His ſiſter Cecilliana(at 
his firſt FghtQis all in tears for'the death of: her brother Doz Pedro,and yet extreamly 
incenſed with him for theſe his baſe ſpeeches towards her and her Morfredo,ſhe once 
thought to have given-him a hot. and chollericke reply, butat laſt conſidering better 
with her (elfe (as allo toprevent Morfredo, whom ſhee ſaw. had an itching deſire to fit 
hm with his anſwer)ſhe then in generall termes returnes him this ſhort reply3that ſhe 
#noWw accomptable tonone but to God for her actions, who beſt knowes her heart 
ad reſolutions,and therfore for her returne to her mother-at Burgos, or her ſtay here 
#/aldebelle,ſhe wholly refers it to:-Doer Manfredo,whoſe will and pleaſure therein ſhall 
affuredly be hers,becauſe ſhe hath, and frill-finds him to be a worthy and honourable 
gentleman:when(before ſhe conclude her ſpeech to him)ſhetelshim,that ſhe thoughe 
| dscomming had bin tocondole with her for the death of their brother Doz Pedro,but 
, that with griefe ſhee is now enforced to ſee the contrary, 1n regard his ſpeeches and 
aions tend to afflict,not to comtort.her,and rather to bethe argument of her mour- 
aing.than the cauſe of herconſolation:But Mozfredo being touched to the-quick, with 
theſe ignoble and baſe ſpeeches of Dox Martino, both to bumſelte and Cecillianz;hees 
twogenerous long to digeſt them with filence,and therfore preferring his affe&tion to 
her, heforeany other earthly reſpeF, and her reputationand honour dearer than his 
lie,he compoſing his countenance to diſcontent and anger,returnes him this anſwer : 
That if any other man but himſelfe, had given him the leaſt part of thoſe unworthy 
ſpeeches, both againſt his honour,asalſo againſt that of. his ſiſter Cecil/;ana,hisrapier, 
pot his tongue,ſbould have anſwered him) that his affection and reſpeCtsto her,are e- 
very,way vertuous and honorabl:; and that ſhe is, and (hall be ſafer here in 7 aldebelle, 
thanthelife of his noble brother Dor Pedro was in his mothers houſe at Burgos thar 
asthe yong Lady his ſiſter is pleaſed to refer her ſtay or return to him,ſo(reciprecally 
torequite her courteſie)doth he to her;and for his part, heisfully reſolved not to per- 
[wade,much lcfle toadviſe her to puther ſelf into her mothers prateGtion;or his cout- 
0 | teliesfor that he is fearfull.if not confident in this beliefe,that'the one may prove per- 
- | nitious; and the other fatall and ruinous ta her. And fo with cold entertainment.,and 
e | ſhort ceremonies; Dor Martizo is enfotced to returne to Bxrgos to his mather withour 
= | hisfiſter, where aſloone as he is arrived, he tels his mother of his liſter Cecilliana's con- 
o | ſtamtrefolution,from whence he thinks it impoſſible to.draw or divert her,becauſehe 
[ _ findes 
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findes Moxfrede of the ſane opinion : but whether hee have married her or no, hee 
knowes not, neither could he informehimſelfe thereof. And here yet Dor Marting is 
{o cautious to his Mother,as he ſpeakes not a word or ſyllable of any ſpeech or men- 
tion they had of the death'of. his brother Don Pedro. Butas ſoone as hee had left hy 
Mother, and retyred himſelfe to hischamber, then he thinkes the more thereof; yea, 
chen hee againe/atd againe remembers what dangerous ſpeeches he publikely recei- 
ved from his Siſter Cecillians,and Monffedo, concerning that his ſudden death, where- 
by they ſilently meant, and tacitely _—_ no lefle than Marther 3 Wherefore hee 
1s ſo helliſh and-bloody-minded, thar hee reſolves ſhortly to-provide a plaiſter for 
this ſore; and he knowes, that to make their tongues eternally filent, he cannot bet- 
ter or ſafer performe'it, than by murthering them, whereof he ſayesthe reaſon is ap- 
arantly and pregnantly true : for as1long as that fuſpirion hives in them, hee there. 
ore can never live.in ſafety. but in extreame danger himſelfe. But becauſe of the 
two, Monfredo ſcemed to intend and portend him: the greateſt choller,' and the moſt 
- inveterate rage, therefore (as a limbe of the Devill, or rather as a Devill incarnate 
himſelfe) hee reſolves to beginne with Moxfredo firſt, and as occaſions and accidents 
ſhall preſent, then with his Siſter Cec:l/;ana after; without ever having the gracetg 
thinke of his Conſcience or Soule, or of Heaven or Hell; or without once confide- 
_ ring, that our owne malice and revenge doth more hurt us than our enemies 3 That 
anger is a ſhort madneſle, and that itis a-moſt affured happineſle for us rather to for- 
get offences, than to revenge them; and which is more, that' (in'a manner). it isbut 
right new that he came from poyſoning of his owne Brother, whoſe innocent blood 
is yet hardly cold1n his untimely grave, but ſtill cries alowd for vengeance trom Hex 
ven on his head for that cruell and damnable fact. 

But this ſhame, this monſter of Nature, Doz Martino, who feares none leſle than 
Gad, and loves none more than the Devill, will not thus forſake his cruell malice, 
nor abandon his execrable revenge : but underſtanding that Mozxfredo ſometimes 
(though ſecretly) leaves Yaldebelle to ſee Burgas, hee hearkens out therefore torhis 
next comming thither : when being aſſured that he wasnow in the City, he waiting 
for him as hee iflued forth his houſe, which hee did betweene eleven and twelye at 
night, he with his ſmall Target, and darke Lanterne in his left hand, and his Rapier 
drawnein bis right, runs him twice thorow th e body therewith, of which two mor- 
tall wounds hee preſently fell dead in the ſtreet, his misfortune being then ſo great, 
as he had no Servant nor Friend preſent to.affift him, and his feare and care of him- 
ſelfe ſoſmall, as hee was kill'd before he could ſee his enemy, or have the leaſureto 
draw his {word in his owe defence and afliſtance 3 ſo fierce and ſuddaine was Marte 
#oesrage and malice, in murthering of this harmeleſle and innocent Gentleman: the 
which aſſoone as he had performed, he ſecretly hies home to his Mothers houſe, and 
ſpeedily betakes himſelfe to his bed, where the Devill rocking him aſleepe in ſecur- 
tie,” hee as his infernall Agent, and bloody Fator, nothing cares what God or man 
can doe unto him. Thenext morning at breake of day, this breathleſſe body of Don 
Monfredo 1s found in the Street : ſo all Burgos reſounds of this his lamentable Mur- 
ther, but no mortalleye hath ſeene, or tongue as-yet can tell who the Murtherer 
ſhould be. But God (in his Divine Juſtice, and forthe exaltation of his ſacred Glory) 
will ſhortly bring both it and him to light, by an accident no leſle ſtrange than re- 
markeable. $08 

DonaCatharina heares hereof, and'is fo farre from grieving, as ſhe rejoyceth there- 
at, no way doubting, bat Mayfredo being dead, ſhee with much facility (according to 
her delires and wiſhes) ſhall now 'of two reſolutions, draw-her Daughter Cecillian 
toembrace and follow one 3- thatis, either to'marry Delrio-in earneſt; ora Nunnery 
nomore in jealt. The nextday after Dinner, the Relation of this deplorable Acci- 
dentarrivesatValdebelfe, and conſequently to the knowledge of our Cecilliana, who 


ſo pitifully weeps and monrnes therear, as for meere griefe and ſorrow ſhe __ her 
| aire, 
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hajre, bolts her ſelfe into her Chamber, and there throwes her ſelfe downe on the 
floore, and neither can, nor will be comforted, no, nor permitany one to adminiſter 
itto her, or which is leſſe, to ſee or ſpeake with her. So although Moxfreds s Kin(- 


folkes and Friends doe infinitely lament this his unfortunate Death, yet all their 


fighes and teares put together, are nothing in regard of thoſe of his young Wife, 
and now W iddow Cecz{{;ana, who (out of the immoderate exceſle of this her anxic- 
and afiiiction)is now become {o reaſonlefle and deſperate,that firſt the Murther:of 
her deare Brother Dozz Pedro,and now this of her ſweet Huſband Mornfr-do, is both a 
riefe to her thoughts, and a torment to her heartand minde, yea to her very Soule : 
For ſtill ſhe remaines confident in. this opinion, that her Brother Dox Martino is infal- 
libly the Murtherer of them both ; and fromthis ſuſpicion of hers, ſhe cannot, ſhee 
will not be diverted ; yea, her living attection to their dead Memorics, is ſo extreame 
and fervent, that to bee atiured whether it bee him, or who elſe that hath murthered 
them, it leades her mince to a reſolution, to prove an Experiment, which though 
rophane curiolity in ſome perſons ſometimes ſeeme to allow and praGtile as tolera- 
ble, yet ſacred Religion muſt and doth for ever both reject and contemne it as Dia- 
bolicall. She diſguiſeth herſelte in her apparell, and very early in the morning rides - 
tone Alpher jo Sanchez, a famous reputed Wizard or Sorcerer, who dwclt at Area, 
ſme lixe Leagues off from Yaldebelle, and giving him the two Pictures of her mur- 
thered Brother and Husband, as alſo a perfect note of their age , ard horoſcope of ' 
their Nativittzs, ſhe prayes him to diſcover and thew herin a Locking-Glatle, the 
te pictures and repreſentations of their murtherers; When to have him diſpatch 
both it and her ſclfe the ſooner, ſhe gives him tcn iZuck<ts,upon the receipt whereof 
hepromiſeth her his beft Art and skill,makes her ſtay till almoſt dark night, and then 
fools her of with this flamme.that he hath eftectually invocated and raiſed his Spirit, 
from whom he could get noother an{wer, but that God for that rime woul not pers» 
nit bjm to ſhew her theſe Murtherers Pictures in a Gla(k 3 whereby thts Wizard pro- 
ing himſclfe more a cheating Knave than a Sorcerer, and morea true Impottour, 
than a-Chriſtian, hee heerein makes a foole of this iorrowfull young Lady, in thin- 
king to make her know that, which it is both a foule {hame, and a thamefull igno- 
nace for any Chriſtian to be ignorant of;(to wit) That it 18 n9t the Dewill, or his Agents, 
Int oxely God who(in his divine Pleaſure and Providence) hai power toreveale Myrthers, 
ed My the ers, both whe+, whcre, how, and by whoz2 it jermes moſt ag eeable and pleaſing 
to bis All-jecing, and ſacred Majeſty. 

Ceci//rarareturmng homemaoie loaden with doubts than gold from this Monſter of 
Men, (beeauſe in etf-& he makes it his profcilion te be letie a man than a Devill) the 
vaſh2med of herignorance and 1mpiety herein: and (for meer griefte and ſorrow) 
weps, to fee that the foundation of her faith ſhould be to weak and reeling, as not 
conſtantly to relye npon the providence and juſtice of God, but torepole her fooliſh 
curiotity and beliefe upon this prophane and fottiſh Sorcerer, for the detection of 
theſe Miurthers, Burt leaving her for a.while in her diſconfolation and ſorrow at Yal- 
ahelle, I come now to this wretched Villaine Dor Martino her Brother in Exrgos,who 
baving thus committed theſe two cruell and lamentable Murthers, doth for the firſt 
twoorthree monethsafter put a cheerfull and frolick countenance thereon, thereby 
the more abſolutely to betray,and bleare the eyes of the World,that theleaſt ſparke 
or ſhadoy thereof. ſhould not diffuſe or reflet on him. Butheere before proceed 
further, the Reader is requeſted to obſerve this one remarkable Circumſtance of 
Gods Juftice and Providence. in detefting of Dox Martino, to bee the ſole Authour 
and Actor of theſe ewo unnaturall and deplorable Murthers. For as the Devill had 
made him ſo cautious in his malice, and Cobeill in his revenge, that hee 1mplay d no 
ther Miniſter, noruſed no other Agent or Aſliſtant herein but Himſelfez ſo being 
deprived of any witneſle, either to accuſe, or make him guilty hereofz God (l ay) 

e 


out of the immenſity of his Power, and profundity of his Providence, will " 
un- 
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himfelfe to become a witneſle againſt himſclfe, and wanting all other meanes, will 
make himſelfe the onely meanes both to detect and deſtroy himſelfe. The mannex 
thus. - | 
As there isno felicity to Peace, ſo there is no felicity or Peace comparable to that 
of aquiet and innocent Conſcience 3 Itis a precious Jewell of an ineſtimable value, 
and unparalleld price, yea, a continuall F eaſt, than which Heaven may, but Earth 
eannot afford us amore rich or delitious : and the contrary it 13, where the Heart 
and Conſcience have made themfelves guilty of ſome foule and enormous crimey, 
andeſpecially of Marther, wherein we can-never kill Man the Creature, but weeaf- 
ſaredly wound God the Creator - for then, as thoſe, fo this, (with lefſe doubt and 
more aſſurance) gives in an heavy and bloody evidence againſt us, and which com- 
monly produceth us theſe three woefull and lamentable effects, Deſpaire, Morrow, 
Terrour; the which wee ſhall now ſee verified and inſtanced 1a this bloody and miſe 
rable Wretch, Dor Martino, who (as I have formerly ſaid) hath not fully paſtover 
the tearme of three moneths in externall mirth, jollity, and bravery, thereby toaſt 
a chearfull countenance and varniſh on thoſe his bloody Villanies, but God fo diftra- 
Qed his wits and ſenſes, ſtrucke ſuch aſtoniſhment to his thoughts, and amazement 
to his Heart and Conſcience, as it ſeemed to him, that (both by night and day) the 
Ghoſts of his harmelefle Brother Doz Pedro,and of innocent Dow Morfreds (till pur: 
ſue him for Revenge, and Juſtice of theſe their Murthers. And now his lookesar 
extravagant, fearetull, and ghaſtly, which are (till the fignes and ſymptomes either 
of a diftempered Braine, a polluted Conſcienceand Soule, or of both. Hee knoyes 
not to whom, or where, or where not to goe for remedy herein; but ſtill his Heartis 
ina mwiny and Rebellion with his' Conſcience,and both of them againſt God. Heis 
afraid of every Creature he ſces,and likewiſe of thofe who ſee him not.If he looke 
backe, and perceive any one to runne behinde him, hee thinkes it is a Sergeant come 
toarreſt him; and if hee chance to behold ary Gentlemanin a Scarlet cloakecom- 
ming towards him, he verily beleeves and feares it ts a Judge in his Scarlet Robesto 
arrazgne and condemne him. Hee hath not the Grace to goe intoa Church, northe 
boldnefle tolookeup to the Tower thereof, for teare leaſt the one ſwallow himup 
alive, and the other fall on him, and cruſh him to death : If he walke in any woods, 
fields, or gardens, and (ce but a leafe wagge, or a Bird ftirre, hee is of opinion; there 
{ome furies or executioners come to torment him or doth” hee heare any 
howle, Cat cry, or Owle whoot, or ſcreech, hee is thereat ſo ſuddenly appalled and 
amazed, as hee thinkesitto bee the voyce of the Devill, who is cone ro fetch him 
away. Hee will not paſſe over any bridge, brooke, or River, for feare of drowning, 
noroverany flanke, gate, or ſtyle, leaſt hee ſhould breake his necke: The ſight of 
las ſhadow 18a corroſive to his Heart, and a Panique terrour to his thoughts, becauſe 
he both thinkes and beleeves, that it is not his owne, but the Harig-mansz and when 
any one (out of charity or pity)'come to ſee and viſite him; hee flies from them, asif 
Hell were at his backe, and the Devill at his heeles. The very fight of a Rapter 
ſjabbes him at his Heart, and the bare thought, or name 'of Poylon, ſeemes toinfec 
and kill his Soule : and yetmiferable Wretchand Mifereant thatke is, all this while 
hee hathnot the goodnefle to looke downe into his Heart and Conſcience with con- 
trition, nor the grace to looke up to Heavenand to Ged'with repentance. The Lady 
Catharina hisMother is wondetfally perplexed” and grieved hercat, and ſeare all his 
kinsfolkes'and friends in and about Brrygos, who cauſe ſome excellerit Phyſicians and 
Divines to deale with him, about adminiſtring him-the- meanes to cure him of this 
his Lunacy and Diſtraction. But God will not permit, that either the ſkilful Art of 
thoſe,or the powerfull perſwalſtons of theſe do as yet prevail with him,or performe 
it. Two Mocnes have fully finiſhed their Celeſtiall courſe, whiles'thus his Phrenſic 
and maonetle poſſefieth hims and in one of the greateſt, and moſt outragious hts 
thereof, hee (without wit, or guide) runnes to Saint Sebsſtiano's Church, tindes out 
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Father Thowagbis Confefiour, and'in private'and ſerious Confeſſion, reveales.him, 
how-he hath poyloned hjsBrother Do# Pedro, and alſo munthered Doi Monfredo; ad- 
tieg withall, that God (out of his mdulgent Mercy) would no longer permit him 
tscharge his Soule withthe concealing therepi;and then begges his Abſolution,and 
Remiſhon forthe ſame.., His Confeflour (being a religious Church-man) much la- 


 menting» and wondering at the tonlnefle of theſe his (Penjtents) two bloody fads, 


ithough hee finde more difficulty than reaſon to grant his deſire, yet enquiring of 
him, if there were any ether acceſfary with himin theſe Murthers, and Do Marting 
freely and firmely acknowledging to him there was none, but the Devill and Him- 
klfe- hee (after.a ſerious checke, and religious reprizzexdo) in hope of his future 
ontrition and repentance, gives him a ſharpe and ſevere Penance (though no way 
anlwerable to his crimes), and ſo abſolves him ;/ and yet for..the ſpace of at leaſt a 
whole moneth after, his Lunacy (by the Permiſlion of God) ſtill followes him, when 
(for a further,triall of his comportment, and hope of his repentance) God is againe 
leafed to flacke the hand of his Judgement, and ſo frees him from his madneſle 
and diſtraCtion, to ſee whether he will-prove Gold or Drofle,a Chriſtian ora Divell. 
Not long after this, his Confeſlour Father Thozwas (being Curate of one of the 
cighbouripg Pariſhes) falles extreame ſicke of a Pluriſte, and ſo dangerouſly licke; 
hatb1> Phyſician (deſpairing of his life) bids him prepare his body for death, and 
bisSoule for Heaven, and God : Who then revoking to minde (what he hath heard 
and feene) how grievouſly and forrowfully the Lady Cecillianatakes the Death of her 
Frother and Huitband, and more, in that ſhe 15 1gnorant who are their Murtherers, he 
$nolonger reſa}ved ta burthen his .conicience and Soule with concealing thereof ; 
hut to write it to her in a Letter, the which hee chargeth and conjureth his owne Siſter 
(rills to deliver into her owne hands, fome three dayes after his buriall;the which we 
11 fee her ſhortly performe : for the Prieſt Father Thomas, her Brother lived not 
tree weekes after. 
Inthe meanetime, come wee to the Lady Doxz Catherina, the Mother, who having 
mtwardly wept for the Death of her eldeſt Sonne Dor Pedro, for the diſobedient 
light and clandeſtine Marriage of her Daughter Cecill;ana to Monfredo, whois now 
murthered, but by whom ſhee knowes not, and feceing her ſatd Daughterthereby 
made a ſorrowfull Widdow, ſhee (as an indulgent and kinde Mother) forgetting 
yhat ſhee had formerly done and beene, and now defirous tocomtort her, and to bee 
omforted of her, againe ſends her Sonne Dor Martino to Ualdebelle, to ſollicite his 
iter toreturne, and to live with her in Byrges : Who (deteſting this project and re- 
blution of his mother) is very forrowfull thereatz but ſeeing that ſhee will bee 
obeyed, hee rides over to Yaldebelle, to his Siſter, and there delivereth his mothers 
wiland meſlage to her 3 but in ſuch faint and cold tearmes, as ſhee thereby knowes, 
heis farre more deſirous of her abſence than her preſence, and of her ftay, than her 
returne ; yea, (and to write the truth of her minde) his very light ſtrikes ſuch flames 
of feare into her heart, and of ſuſpition into her thoughts, that ſhe ſtill aſſumes and 
ttaines her old opinion and confidence, that hee is the ab{glute murtherer of her 
Brother Dor Pedro, and her Huſband Dor Moxfredo butkeerein (hee now holds it 
diſcretion to conceale her ſelfe to her ſelfe, and ſo gives him kinde and reſ{peCttive 
entertainment 3 ſhee prayes him to report her humble duety to her mother, that ſhee 
will confider of her requeſt, and either ſend or bring her -her reſolution ſhortly : 
but inwardly in her Heart and Soulesſhe intends nething leſle,than either to hazard 
ber content upon the diſcontent of her mother, or (which is worſe) her lite on the 
Wveterate malice of her Brother Do# Martino. 
'Andnow weapproach and draw neere, to ſeethe Judgementsand Juſtice of God 
oWertake this our wretched Dor: Martizo, for theſe his two molt lamentable and 
dloody murthers. And now his Sacred Majeſty is fully reſolved todete& them, and 


bis Arrow is bent, and Sword whetted, to puniſh him for the ſame 3 for we muſt un- 
derſtand 
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derſtand that the very ſame day which her Brother Dor Martino was laſt with het at 
Valdebelle, his Confeflour Father Thomas dyed; and ſomethree dayes after, his Siſter 
Cyrilla (according to his dying Order) rides over to the Lady Ceci/l;ana, and deliye. 
reth her the Prieſt her Brothers Letter3- at the receipt whereof, Cecill;ae findes dif. 
ferent emotionsin her Heart, and paſhonsinher minde : when going into the next 
roome, ſhe breakes up the ſeales, and findes therein theſe Lines. 


FATHER THOMAS to CECILLIANAa. 


\ \ F Ell knowing that the Lawes of Heaven are farre more powerfull and ſacred than thoſ 
of Earth, as Inow lie on my Death-bed, ready to leave this life, and to flie into'th 
Armes of my Saviour and Redeemer Chriſt Feſus, T could not goe to my Grave in peace-befire 
Thad ſegnified unto thee, that wery lately thy Brother Don Martino iz $aizt Honoria' 
Church, delrveredunto mee in Confeſſion, That hee had firſt poyſoned thy Brother Don Pedro 
with a paire of perfumed Gloves, and then after murthered thy Huchand Don Monfredo 
with his Rapier in Burgos : And although Immſt and doe acknowledge, that he was in his Fit 
of Lnnacy and Madneſſe, when he thus made himſelfe a witneſſe againſt himſelfe hereof, yetw 
dlonbt the immediate finger and providence of God led him to this reſolution, as an a& which 
infinitely tends to his Sacred Honour and Glory. Tſend thee this Letter by my Siſter Cyrilla, 
whom Thave ſtrily charged to aeliver it to thee three dayes after my buriall, becauſe Tholdit 
moſt conſonant to my Profeſſion and Order, that not my Life.but my Death ſhould heerein wir 
late the Seale of Confeſſton,and thou ſalt ſhew thy ſelfe a moſt religious and Chriſtian Lady,if 
thou make this uſe hereof, that it is not my ſelfe, but God who ſends thee this newes by we. 


FATHER THOMAS 


Cecilliana having over-read this Letter, and therein underſtood and found outthat 
herBrother Dor: Martino 1s the cruell murtherer, both of her Brother Do# Fedro, and 
her Huſband Doz Morfreds, her griefe thereat doth ſo farre overſway her Reaſon, 
and her malice and revenge her Religion, as once ſhee is of the minde to murther 
him with her owne hand, in requnall hereof, but then againe ſtrangling that bloody 
thoughtin its conception, ſhee vowes, thatif not by her owne hand, hee ſhall yet 
fallibly dye by the hand of the common Executioner : When Love, Pitty, Nature, 
Reaſon, Griefe, Sorrow, Rage, and Revenge, aGting their ſeverall Parts uponthe 
Stage of her Heart, ſhee findes a great combate in her Heart, and reluctancy inher 
Soule, what, or what not to doe herein; when with many teares and prayers (bythe 
advice and counſel] of God) thee enters into this conſultation hereon with her ſelfe. 
Ahlas, unfortunate and ſorrowfull Cecz/iana! It is uponnolight preſumption, orttr 
viall circumſtances, that I beleeve my Brother Martino to bee the inhumane murthe- 
rerof my Brother Dox Pedro, and Huſband — for beſides that Godever 
aq 11 09 mine Heart, and whiſpered my Soule that this was true, yet now heere is 

is owne Confeſlion to his Ghoſtly Father, and his Ghoſtly Fathers owne Letterand 
Confeſtion to me, to the ſame effect, Evidences and Witneſles, without exception, as 
cleare as noone day, and as bright as the Sunne in his hotteſt and brighteſt meridian, 
that hee, and onely hee, was the murtherer of them both : but oh poore Cecil/iara 
(quoth ſhe) to what a miſerableeſtate and perplexity hath theſe his bloody fattsand 
crimes'now reduced me! For he hath murthered my brother and my Huſband, ſhall 
I then permit him to live ? but withall, hee is likewiſe my brother, and ſhall [then 
cauſe him todye? True it is, I cannot recall their Lives, but it is likewiſe astruethat 
I may prevent his Death ; foras the firſt lay not in my power to remedy; yet allthe 
World knowes,that the ſecond merely depends of my pity,courtefie,and compaſſion 
to prevent : but Ahlaz (faith ſhee)the tyesof Heaven are, and ought to bee infinitely 


wore ſtrong than thoſe of Farth, and the glory of Godto be farre preferred m——_ 
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al our naturall affections and obligations to our beſt Friends, or neareſt or deareſt 
Kinsfolks whoſoever. Therefore, as to dete@ thefe Murthers of his, thouart no friend 
toNature, ſoagaine, toconceale them , thou thereby makeſt thy felfe an enemie to 
Gracez foraſſure thy ſetfe, unfortunate Ceciliara, that God will never be appeaſed, 
gor Juſtice ſatisfied, untill their innocent blood be expiated, and waſhed away in his; 
gho is guiltie thereof; becauſe, as by deteCting Murther, we bleſſeand glorifte God; 
ſoby concealing it, we heap a fatall Azathera, atid curſe upon our'own heads. 

As Clouds are diflipated, and blowne away, when the Sunari{eth'and mounteth 
iphis verticall luſtre and glory, ſo CeciHiana having thus ended her conſultation with 
het ſelfe, and now began her reſolution with God , ſhe leaves Yaldebefe ; takes her 
Coach, and diſpeeds away to Burgos 3 where in ſteed of going to herLady Mothers, 
he goes direCtly to the Corrigador s(or Criminall Judge3)of that Citre,and with much 
gicte and ſorrow (her tears interrupting ber ſighes, and her ſighesher tears) before 
them accuſeth her Brother Dor Martino to be'the bloodie murtherer of her Brother 
Dos Pedro, and her Husband Dor Monfredo3 arid for proofe of this truth, produceth 
theLetter of Father Thomas his Conteſſor: The Judges readeit, and are aſtoniſhed 
wth this report of hers, and far themore, integard they here ſce a Siſter call the life 
o her own Brother in queſtion 3 but they ſee that ſhe hath as much tight and reaſon 
tor her Accuſation, as her inhumane Brother Dd Martt-o wanted for his malice; in 
wking himſelfe guiltie of theſe foule and bloodie Crimes: Wherefore attributing 
twholly to the pleaſure and providence of God,they highly extoll her pietie and in- 
writie towards his ſacred Majeſtic, in preferring hrs Glorie before the ſcandall and 
mſerie of herſo wretched and execrable Brother 3 and then (out of their zealeand 
lmour to Juſtice) they (toevince and vindicare the truth of this Jamentable buſi- 
xe) ſend away for Cyril/a, and (as ſoone as ſhe came) upon her Oath propofe het 
ke three Queſtions ; Firſt, whether ſhe had this very Letter from her deceaſed Bro- 
ter Father Thomas his own hand; and that he gave her order and charge todeliyer it 
bthe Ladie Cecil/iarz4, three dates after his Deans 2 Secondly, if it were of his vowne 
mting and ſealing ? And thirdly, if ſhe with her own hatids, delivered'this Letter to 
teLadicCecilliana?T o alf which three Queſtions,Cyrilla(With a ſtaid Took and'comm- 
tance) anſwereth affitanartvely, and thereupon! (with haſte&and ſecrecy) they grant 
ata Warraut-toapprehend Do Martino, whenhe was avit vere drowned in vial 
waſnefls,. ſcortty; anditnipenitehcie, as maleing it His vaine-glorieto build Caſtles 
«dateotinthenre; an4toereft Motntains'df wealth indfpretermetir ini the Yropia 
dhisambitious defires tnd wiſhes: withont'everhiving theFrace, titherts think of 
lfotmer horrible Crimes 69 fature prnifhmetid forthe ſachs; He W/artiazed athis 
tprehenſion by the Sergeants, but far more, at the ſighKrht/preſeties ofthe Orirvis 
Ml Judges, before whom he is now brought. They ſharply acculg him of theſe two 
foreſai foule Murthers, and for evidence and witneſſes, produce him his Confeſlor 
father Tho-z4s his Letter, his Siſter Cyri/la, and his own Siſter the Lady Cecillzana; 'at 
te ſight and knowledge whereof, he at firſt ſeemed to be much appalled and daunt- 
d, but at laſt recolleCting his Spirits (taking counſel! of the Devill, and not of God) 
ſlumes a bold countenance, puts himſelfe and his tongue on the points of deniall 
ad juſtification, and ſo to his Judges tearms his Confeſſor a Devill, and no Man,and 


$97: and his Siſter Cecilliana Witches, and no Women, ſo unjuſtly and falſely to ac- 


aſt Hirg of thdſe foule Murthers, whereof he affirmes not onely the a&, but the very 
me and thought is odious and execrable tohim. But God will not be mocked, nor 
bis Judges deluded with this his Apologie : So they adjudge him-to the Rack; the 
tortures whereof, he indureth with an admirable fortitude and patience, but the 
kcond he cannot 3 but thenand there confeſſeth himſelfe to be guilty, and the ſole 
Authour and Actour of both theſe deplorable Murthers : but yet his heart and ſonle 
vſtll ſo obdurated by the Devill, as he hath neither the will to be ſorrowfull,nor the 

mce to be repentant for the ſame. | 
Q.g For 
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For Expiation of which his inhumane and bloody Crimes, his Judges condemyx 
him. to be hanged, and his Right hand to be firſt cut off and burnt thenext mornj 


at the Common place of Execution,notwithſtanding that his afflifted and forrowfyj f 


Mother (out of the naturall and tender aftedtion which ſhe bore bum) imployedal | 
her friends and poflible power, yea, and offered all her own Eſtate and Landsto fave fl 
his life ; but ſhe could not prevaileor obtain it. So the next morning; (in obedietice 
to this his Sentence) this Monſter of Nature Dox Martino is brought to the Common 
lace of Execution, to take his laſt farwell of this life, and this world -: He was clad 
in a black Silke GrograineSute, witha faire white Rufte about his neck, and a black 
Beaver Hat on his head, which he drew downe before his eyes, thathe might neither 
ſce,nor be ſeen of that great concourſe of people there preſent, who came to ſee hin 
conclude the laſt Scene and Cataſtrophe of his life ; When after his Right hand wx 
cutoff and burnt, which held the Rapier, whereby he murthered Dox Monfredo, he 
then aſcended the Ladder; Where the SpeCtators expeGingſome repentant andre 
ligious Speech from him before his Death, he reſembling himſelfe (I meane, rather 
an Atheiſt than a Chriſtian, and rather a Devill thana Man) as he lived, fo he would 
dye, a prophane and promctl Villaine 3 for ſome ſpeeches he (betwixt his teeth) 
mumbled to himſelfe, but ſpake not'one word that could be heard or underſtood 
any one - and fo moſt reſs]utely he himſelfe putting the Rope about his neck(4 
though all the people, and eſpecially two Friers neer him, cryed to him to the can: 
trary) he ſaved the Hangman his labour, and ſo (with more haſte and deſperation 
then repentance) he caſt himſelfe off the Ladder, and was hanged. And thus wasthe 
bloody life and deſerved death of this Hell-hound and limbe of the Devill, DoxMr- 
tinoz and in this ſort and manner did the juſt revenge of God triumph ore his foule 
and bloody Crimes 3 which, may all true Chriftians reade to.Gods glory, and tothe 
inſtruction of their own ſouls. And if the curioſity of the Reader mske him farther 
deſirous to know what became of the old Lady Catherinathe Mother, .and ofDm 
Cecilliana the Daughter, after all theſe their diſmal] and diſaſtrous Accidents, I 
thought good (by the way of a Poſt-ſcript) briefly 'to adde this for his ſatisfation; 
Thatthe Mother lived not lopg after, but her Daughter, was firſt reconciled toher: 
and ſhe to her Daughter , towhom ſhe (having no ther childe) left all herwhdls 
Eſtate : And for her, who was now become likewile very rich,as having a faire 
ly Revenue and Joynture. out of her deceaſed Husband Don Monfreds's Landrand 
Means, although ſhe were againe ſought in Marriage by.ſome noble Gallants off 
ſtile and Burgos, yet ſhe reſolved never to marry more 3 andasI have within theſeve- 
ry few yeares underſtood, ſhe then liyed ſometimes at Burgos, and ſometimes at/altt- 
belle, in great Pompeand Felicity. " 1 dl excel 1 2 19007 
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rr i iphonſo poyſereth his own Mother Sophia, and after ſhoots and kils Caſino (as he was 

u if king inhis Garden) with a ſhort Musket (or Carabine) from a Window. He is beheaded 
I IN © for theſe two awnrthers, then burnt, and his aſhes thrown into the River. 

t | = 


GST: 3mf 5 Faith and Prayer are the two Pillars of our Souls, and may 
WAS, (EAI well be called the Fortrefſe of Chriſtian piety againſt the 
IEP tentations of Sathan : ſo by the contrary weexpole and lay 
; open our ſelves to the treacherous lures and malice of the 
Devill. For if by Faith we donot firſt beleeve, then pray 
Wor, unto God for our own preſervation, it will be no hard mat- 
EY EVEA YT ter for him totempt us in our choller, to quarrell with our 
Ga DD #j belt friends,and in our malice and revenge to murthereven 
j 3 our neareſt and deareſt Kindred. O Faith, the true foun- 
Res dation of our ſoveraigne felicitie ! O Prayer, the {weet pre- 

krvative and ſacred Manna of our ſoules, how bleſſed doe you make thoſe-who em- 
brace and retaine you ! and contrariwiſe, how miſerable and wretched are they who 
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contemne and reje& you ! Of which laſt number , this inſuing Hiſtory will produce 


us one, who (by his debauched life, and corrupt converſation) trampled thoſe two 
heavenly Vertues and Graces under his feet, without thinking of God,or regarding 
; mach leſſe fearing his judgements : But how God (in the end) requited him for the 
) kme, this Hiſtorie will likewiſe ſhew us. May we therefore reade it to Gods glory, 
adtoour owne inſtruction. 


Nthe Citie of Yercel;, (after Txrin, one of the chiefeſt of Piedmont) bordering neer 
tothe Eſtate and Du tchy of Millar, there lately dwelta rich Cannon of that Cathe- 
drall Church, named Alofencr Caſino , who had a daintie ſweet young Gentlewoman 
his Neece. nam=d Dora Z/:1v0r4, whoſe Mother (being Siſter to Ca{{zxo) named 
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Dona TjabellaCelia, lately died, and left this her onely Daughter and childe her Heire, 
very rich both in demeans.and monigs,- when, her Vncle Caſſins, being neareſt her in 
blood, takes Elearoraand{ her eſtatezmto hisprotettionand wardſhip, and isastender 
of her breeding:and education, and ascurious of her comportment and Cariage.as if 
ſhe were his own Daughiterz for there is no ſweet quality , nor exquilite perfeGtion 
requiſite in a young Gentlewoman of her rank and extraCtion, but he cauſed herto 
become, not {uperticiall, but artificial therein, as in Dancing,Mufick,Singing, Paint- 
ing, Writing, Needling, and the like, whereof all the Nobility and Gentry of vercelj 
take exaCt notice and knowledges. yea, her beauty grew up ſo deliciouſly with her 
yeats, that ſhe was(and wasjuſtly reputed to be)the prime Flower and Phenix of the 
City: Caſſino conſigering that his Houſe was deſtitute of a Matron,to accompany and 
overſee this his Neece Eleazore, that his age was too Stoicall for her youth, and that 
his Eccleſiaſticall profefljopn and Fundtign called him often topreach and pray; 
therefore deemjng it veryzunfitand unſeemly (ie the Interim: of hisabſencetoleave 
. hex toher ſelfe;and tobe ruled'and governed by her own fancy-and pleaſute, ſhe be- 
ing now arrived to twelve years of age; He therefore provides her new apparel, and 
other pertinent neceſſaries,and giving her a Wayting-maid and a Man of his ownto 
attend her, he ſends herin hisCoachto the Citie of Caſall, in the Marquiſat of Mony- 
ferrat, to the Lady Marguerita Sophia,ia Widow Gentlewoman , left by her deceaſed 
Huſbard but indifferently rich , but endowed with all thoſe ornaments of Art arid 
Honour, which made herfamous, notonly in Pjedzont and Lowbardie, but alſo to all 
Ttaly 3 awd to her he therefore writes thisinfuing Letter to accompany his Neece, and 
chargeth his Man with the delivery thereof to her. : | 
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CASSINO to SOPHIA. 
%: 


T: 0 ſatisfie your courteous requeſts,and my former promiſe,T now ſend you my Neece Elea- 

Þ1 nora to Caſfall, whowr 7 heartily pray thee to uſt as thy Daughter , and to command u 
thy Hand: maid. She hathno other Vncle but me , nor F any other aequaintance but thy ſelfe, 
with whom 1would entruſt her for her Education,and recommend her for her Inſtrution. She 
& 20t inclined to any vice that I know of,except to thoſe imperfeFions wherein her youth ex- 
cuſeth her ignorance, andit is both my order and cbarge to her, that ſhe carefully and curiouſy 
adorne her ſelfe with vertues in thy example and imitation, without which the priviledges of 
Nature and Fortune (as Beautie and Wealth) arc but only = ſhadowes, and no true ſub- 

ſtances,becanſe there is as much difference betwixt thoſe and theſe,as betweee the purity of the - 

'ſoule and the corruption of the body, or between the dignitie andexcellencie of Heaven, 
the invaliditie and baſeneſſe of Earth. Tam content to lend ber to you for a few moneths, but 
de infinitely deſtre to give her to thy Vertues for ever. In which my voluntary tranſaFion and 
denation,thox wilt confer much happineſſe to her,and honour to me, and conſequently for ever 
binde both her Youth, end my age to thee inaſtrit obligation of thanks and debt. What appa- 
rel}, or other neceſſaries thou . hay" her to want, thy will ſhall be mine. God ever bleſſe her 
in his feare, andyou both to his Glory. | 

|  CASSINO. 


The Lady Sophiareceivesthis ſweet young Virgin with much content and joy,yea, 
ſhe ſees her tender yeares alreadie adorned with ſuch excellent beauty , and that 
beautie with ſuch exquiſite vertues,that it breeds not only admiration, but affefion in 
her towards her, whom ſhe entertaineth with much reſpect and care, as well for her 
own ſake , as alſofor her Uncle Caſſz2o's , whoſe Letter ſhe againe and againe reads 
over, highly applauding his vertues and honourable care of this his Neece, whom 
in few yeares ſhe hopes will _ a moſt accompliſhed and gracious Gentlewomanz 
when Caſfino's Coachman after .a dajes ſtay,deeming it high time for him ro return to 
Percelito his Maſter, he takes hisJeave of his young Miſtris Eleazora, who, out m her 
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few yeares, and tender. affeftion and duty to her Uncle, with tears in her eyegyprayes ; 


Ire | C | 
rin him to remember her belt ſervice to him at his comming home andthe Lady:Sophin-. 
ler | by him likewiſe returns and ſends him this Letter in anſwer ofttiis. - +4 ks 
S1f . | | 71% + B87 ; oft 
On 'Y,_ ..1.;i$0PHIA.to CASSINO- 1! 1: 


at> | T;Know wot whether you have made me more proud ,\:or joyful; by ſending we Eleanora;: 
fe pherein yotrhave given we far more honour than I deſerve, though far leſſe thaw ſhe meri-: 
er | 14h, and ho henceforth ſhall be as much my Daughter 3n: «fe@ion, as ſhe is your neece by Na-' 
he | mre3 and if 4 have,qny Art in\Nature;or Tudgement iv Inclinatiens, cher vertnes aud beauty 
nd | det already apticipate her years ; for as the one is emmloue of Fame, and the other-of Glory fo | 
at | (a friendly Biodls,and yet. honourable friends) they already ſeeme 1oſtrive and contend inher.” 
he | for /oprexuaste 5. #9. the laſt ' of which (as being indeed the moſt precigns and ſoveraione) if my 
ve | prorecapacitic, ur meakendeayours may adge any thing, Iwill eſteemeiit my ambition for your 

& || ſake,,9774 my felicitie for hers. But if ydt reſolve not r ather to give her to me for ſome yearer, 

then to lewd her to me for a few moneths,youwill then kill my hepes in their budi,and my Joyes 

is their bloſſorer, and ſo make me as unfortunate in her abſence, as Tfhall be happyin her ſight 

and company.; As for her- Apparel, and other neceſfaries , ſhe ſhall-want nothing which is 

ether fit for cher to have, or yau to give. Let your prayers to Godever deſire , and folow ber 

welfare, aud then reſt confident,that her prayers and mine ſhall never fails to wiſhyou long life, 

and to i32plore all proſperity for you. | 


SOPHIA- 


Caſſmo did well to place his young Neece Eleanora with'the Lady Sophia, but ill in 
forgetting that ſhe had a very debauched young Gentleman to her Sonne, named 
Sezenior Alphonſo,of ſome two and twenty years of age, who(o her griefe and ſhame 
haunts herand her hauſe as a Ghoſt, , makes himſelfe the publick laughter and pitre 
of all the different humours of Caſſall, yea the lewdneſle of his life, and the irregula- 
rity of his converſation, and actions, bath reduced him tathis fatall point of miſery, 
that hz holds it a noble yertue in him, to precipitate himſelfe and his reputation into 
baſe debts, vices,and company.;making this his ſhame his glory, and lewd vices hits ho- 
nour, till in the end not caring for the world, the world. willnotcare fortim,-not he; 
for himſelfe, untill he have wholly.loſt himſelfe in himſelfe, without either des. 
ſert, or hope ever to þe found or recalled againe.. But at laſt ſeeing fo l[weet a.beau- 
ty, and ſo rich an Heire as Elcaxora fallen into his Mothers hands, . and.thexefore he 
vainely thinks into his, and hoping that her wealth ſhall redeeme his prodigalities, 
and revive his decayed.Eſtate and Fortunes, he ſecretly courts her :. but\E/eansra (as: 
young as ſhe 1s) ſees his vices with diſdaine, himſelfe with coatempt, and higaffefti- 
onto her with ſcorne. He js importunate in his ſute, and ſhe perverle and obſtinate in' 
ber deniall, but ſhe refolves to conceale it from all the world. As NrAdhagss he- 
(after ſome ſix moneths.time) acquaints the Lady.$8ophia his Mother herewith, and 
with his fervent deſire and.affetiqnto.marry Elcexora; but ſhe chargeth him on her. 
blefling ; never to. proceed any further herein without heregnſent and order ;. and 
quoth my if here (in the preſence of God and my ſelfe) thon wilt now ſwear whol- 
ly to abandon all thy former vices, henceforth to be abſolutely led by my advice 
and counſell, and to ſteere all thy actions by the ſtarre of Honour , and the card of 
Vertue, . then I will promiſe thee to uſe all my beſt endeavours, and poſlible power, 
; | both with Caſio, and Elcarsra, to effect thy deſixes. Alphonſo hereat (with much cour- 
| {| tefieand humility) thanks his Mother, and ſolemnly {wears to God andher, to per- 
forme all theſe points carefully and punctually ; and to adde the moreR<ligion and 
reverence to this oath,he doth it on his knees. and it is a wonderfull joy ther, to ſee 
that the fruits and cftects thereof doe accordingly fall out and follow; for this 
” ; Qq 3 her 
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Reds atten m a very few dwycs, is become anew man; and'ſhe from her heart 
and ſoul praiſeth and gloriſerls God: for this his happy converſion : and if his 
Mother Sophia be gladtheroof, no lefſe is our ſirect young Ekevore, fornow hereby 
ſhe ſees that ſhe is rid of her Sutor. 

Caſſins comes over three feverall times'to Goff to ſee his Neece. The Lady g9- 
phiagives him her beſt entertainment. He is wonderfull glad to ſee that ſhe hath im- 
printed ſath charaGersof vertucand honour ta ber; and during his ſtay there, #ophia 
chargeth her to AG ove motions word won of this his affe- 
\CQtiohto his 'Necce-Ekanors 10hie beartcrhimſclfe exceeding modefify and re. 
ſpedtively tow = 199 rar ws ——_ crack 
"y hereof to EafſiawiCaſſins (no: reamingof their intents and defires towards 
Ka Neel Lacy Sp ho irafiniraty? yfull eo-frechar her Sonne 
proves Fexveto bo notrue, | — . fe my Bis condition, and converſations 
whereat 2s 99 hom re99mabege inking thew (though reſervedly and ſecrey-. 
ly)to take time and opportunity at advantage; the leaves nota vertue of her Sonny 
either unceſplayed; or med, bur emolyrhemalt eo:the skie, and'himfelfe be 

the Moone, and ſo lezves theremamderhereofto time; and the ifue ro God, 
ae -—nearyl ho ron rinyineting tvher minde, how (ins fair and honourable way} 


to ie this ric roms ory eg re Sonme'3 and holding it diſcre» 
tion, not.as yet either ro motion or Mm w her, fie ocreldy leyerwalrat Fern 


to know when Caſſino will have home his Neece, and fo fome three weekes before 
_ that time ſhe holds it fitto motion it to him by her Letter, which ſhe doth in theſe 
tearmes. 


SOPHIA to CAags3%HNnO. 


JT He fervent affeTion, thd vertuous defire of my Sowne Alphonſo, te mar Neece 
| (jon (-/ ws the ſole cauſe and ar gament of this my Letter to you, the which Fhednet 
attenipted to write or ſend you, but dhat I know his love and zeale to her is _ 4 her 
beauty andvertnes are exetlogs. Hee (without my privacy or knowledge) bath _— 
ontd his ſit to her, and as he teller me, ſhe hath Kane" A her deniall in flead of her cou- 
ſeret, wheresf Theld my ſelfe bound to xdvertiſe you, becayſe hir ambitiou and mine herein is 
ſo bononrable,at it ſhall got hand in hand with your good will and approbation,but never with- 

out it.efpecially in regard you have pleaſed to recommend her to my charge and cuſtody,where- 
in 1 farthfully promie you, nothing ſhall be defſignedor prattiſed tothe prejudice of her honow 
oryortr content. All the eff ate and meancer which 7 can give, or yourequire of mee, to make 
avy Sonne « fit Hughand for your Neece, Iwill freely and chearefully depart with 5 and yet 
were 7 wat fully and firively d/ſured, that bee is now as deepely enamonred of vertue and good- 
woe, at beeretofore he win of #heir contraries, neither my tongue or penne had dared Has to 
have b peored his finte to her acceptance, and your conſideration. The joy and bleſſing 
which Marriage (5f God in hi: ſecret und ſacred Proviekmce reſotve to make it a Marriage 
will 7 hope in the cud bee theirs, the honour wine, and the content your owne 5 wherein Ive> 
queſt your Anſwere, NG 0s vo remaint weſt confident, that both ins this, and inal 
#hiwgs e/6, Alphonſo's wil audreſolurion ſhall ever be Sophia's, and bers Caſlino's. 


 SOPHI A 


Caſſie, upon the receit and perivfall of this Letter ofthe Lady $opbis, is nota lit- 
tle diſpleaſed, to'ſceher ambition in'defiring hits Neece Eleanor for wifero ber Sonne 
Alphonſo, and although 'he be formerly wellacquainted with the weaknefle ofthe 
Mothers eſtate, 'as alſo perfeAly#dvertifed oF het Sotmes debauched life , andcor- 
rupt and/prodigall converſation, howſoever the pretend to pur z vertuons gloſſeand 
colourhereon to'the contrary, yet hetholds'it Eifcretion to feerce tobe ignorant _ 
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one, and. not to rake natice of the.other , bat will Me cxmnſeeas 'E FR 


chathhe hath already diſpoſed of his Neece,and hat we ar toh 
too late, when in heart reſolving to make her a Ear to Hin mate ial 
and not- ſodoubtfull; 3 and tomatch herinal lood, and nobler f rt 


that of thejrs; he yet in diſcretion and in 4 gt himſelfe bound to ws 


the Lady Sophia's Letter,cals for Pen and Paper,and by hee own nk_—_ and Meſfens . 


gorrerrns his minds and. reſolution tqher:thius. "a ned F 
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Etbaugh, the tens of my Neece Eleanora maky her. imcapebls marriage » tb 
þ deſerts aud. re fpoaplau 2 es oo ſo , | 


oo ond wergues Nate oth iy 
ced to, in regar e; | 
ja preyour Letper came to wy has dr, apd 


| f | Oy. les underſtanding: For to me. 
It mould and bouldhany bn e/wecir elebago ou, to bave.ſcems your Sore 
| auy=e gb Wear a wg enhck,. But Go Mving, Ia Caper wear 
7 $7", One 3s r r better prom” 

On 5 are defer agoo Gnas Ml eas 


us rar and affeFion towards me, 


Rriog od 


ens rae? on ebligation 5 my F 4 ai ou Phe "ey. chi s jr 19 
met requitall thereef ) I neqy any w ſerve you Yen Sapne Al Wl , or hizs 
hgh Fononferies u to vip: penſron t0 gaotinefſe, Jour 1 Leg- 


ther Sophia , 
ry” x He oy and joyfulb Ly afjoer red me. that the trit et. will, 7 hope, reafter prave 


vw  happineſ ſſe is your content and f: lorys the which my Religious Pra eri ſhall fill deſire 
@ he is your only Childe and $onne by 0 ef ES _ wolk honourable 
oy beth pf and purchaſe. 


CasSino: 


Within three weeks after that Coſſino had diſpatched away this his Letter to thg 
Lady Sophia, he then (in contemplation and conſideration of the debquſhe: life and 
corrupt prancks and vices of her Sanne Alphonſo) nat thinking his Neves Els 074 tO 
be ſafe with herinC4/2/, for feare leſt her 91d wit, or his ſmoo te per- 
adventaretao far prevaile and work ypan her Young yeares 04 an ieroets Fetion : 
he therefore ſends over his Coach, and one ofhis Seryants to bring her home, andto 
the Lady __ writesthis gratulatory Letter fqr her honourable edyication and eg- 


CaS$SING to SOPHIA. | 
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Now as Caſſno's firſt Letter to Sophia (wherein hee denied her Sonne to marry his 
Neece)exceedingly afflicted and diſcontented her, fo this his ſecond to her, where- 
in hee ſo ſuddenly ſends for her away from her, doth extreamely affli& and torment 
her, and not onely her, but likewiſe her Scnne Alphayſo, who is all in ſorrow, all.in 
oriefe hereatt* For nowthey feare that their hopes of this yourg Lady ate fruſtra- 
red//andſheeaccordingito her Uncles rep ort in his Letter is contraCted to farhe Gal- 
lantof YVervalhy>*When'Alphos'o againe laying before his Mother the fervency of his 
affeQtionto Eletora, andirepreſentingunta her theextremity of the griefe and miſe- 
ry which'he&rreftifall of Him, arid his fofle of her, will occaſion him, hee with fighes 
and tearesagaintand againe entreates his Mother to ſeeke outſome care for this his 
diſconſolation;'ahd that ſhe will pleaſe bnce more to try her chiefeſt wits and inven- 
tion to chanye EEimopra's refuſall, and her Uncle Caſſzo's denialt of him to bee her 
Hyyſband3* when atlaſthis Mother being.much moved and induced with theſe his 
ſorrowfult paſffonsand/importunities,ſhe before her departure doth herſelfe breake 
this motion fBther$onne to her, wherein her wit and age ſets upon the irinocency 
and fimplicity'of* her youth; with the ſweeteſt oratory and moſt delicious ſpeeches 
and perſwafions which poſſibly ſhe could invent, but ſhee findes her Art to bee Igno- 
rance, and het EloquenceFolly therein. For Eleazora is (as young as ſhee'is) deafe to 
her requeſts,” and dumbe to'her entreaties and perſwaſions 5 returhing contempt to 
the firſt, and little deafiieſſe to the ſecond, and diſdaine to both ; ſo as in deteſtation 
of his ſute, and'envy of his affeQtion, ſhee will no more heate the Mather for her 
Sonnes ſake, nor {ee the Sonne for his Mothers ſake. When yet againe, although $-- 
phiadeſpaireof the Neece, yet ſhee will once more make farther triall of her Uncle 
Caſſino, Aattering her ſelfe with this hope, and her hope with this conceit, that his 
pretence of precontraCting her to another, mought be but only a policy of his,to try 
her Sonnes affeCtion in his eonſtahcy towards his Neece, and her owneeale inher ] 
perſeverance thereof towardeFhimſcIfe : When ſeeing Break-faſt ended, the Coach | | 
prepared, and Fleanora ready to depart, ſhee betakes her to her Cloſet, 'where taking } P 

; penne and paper, ſhee haſtily ſcriblesoiit'a few lines, and ſealing up herEetter, deli- A 
vereth it privately to Eleanora, whom ſhe ſecretly prayeth, and effeftually conjureth fe 

to deliver it carefully to her Uncle Ciſſzo at her comming to'Yercely, 'which this | 4 
young Lady confidently promiſeth her ' when likewiſe raking her owne Coach, fhe | ? 
and her Sonne condud her three or foure miles in her way, where the Mother with | * 
many ſugred ſpeeches and complements, and the Sonne with many amorous ſighes, | *: 
regards and kifles, take their leave of her, they returning to Cafal, and ſhee driving 

| away to her Uncle Caſſzno at Vercely, whoreceives her with much joy, and welcomes fi 
| \ her with infinite gladneſſe and humanity 3 to whom ſhe delivering the Lady Sophzas | *! 
| Letter, he haſtily breaking up the ſeales thereof, findes therein this Language. . 


SoPHIA'to Ca8S's TN. ATE " 


Ba T was ſo happy to anſwer your firſt Letter, your ſerond which now cals home your | © 
Neect fFom me, makes tne againe doxble unfortithate : Neither doe Thold it your reſolu* 
tion, but rather your pleaſure,. or at leaſt your policy,” in thinking to make avt beleeve you have h 
formerly contraBfed her to another-I will not ſay but that Jhe deſerves my Sons betters in mar- 
rrage 3 bus thus much I will ſpeake for hin out of ary knowlidge of his affettion; and confe- of 
dence, of his zeale toward her thatin heart and Joule hee is a perfed? honourer of Re | 
. wer, 
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tes, and a true Admirer ofher Beauty : Tea, andns way to exceed or ſtray from the truth, 
T have mwiy pregnant reaſons for this beliefe of mine, that h2 is aſerunt to the firſt , and a 
fave to the ſecond, and that his fl um: is ſo fervent towards her , tht h2 would think hini(elfe 
honoured to proftr4Þ® his life at her feet , and eſteeme himſelfe bleſſed to receiv? his D2 ith at 
her communas. Think not then ſo lightly of him, who thinks ſo ſeriouſly au4 merely of her x 
and this afſnre your ſelfe , that if you will give her to him in marriage ; Twill giv? nothing 
which T enjoy in the world from hint. Tn ob:dience to your requeſt and order, In9w 11 you 
your Neece,and Tam ſire that her proficiency as her ſtay hath been ſo ſmall with mein Caſall, 


a it neither tleſerves her debt, or your obligation, your requitall or her rem2mbrance. My Sou 


was defirons to haveviſited you with his Letter, but that Team un m1:d his Pen an1 reſolution 
herein to ſilence : And notwithſtanding all your prayers for his proſperity . T a1 aſſured he js 
more your reall Servant, then you as yet are his intend:d friend. God bleſſ: your ſelfe an 1 my 
Sonne, your Neece and my ſelfe, an4 1 1k; 1s all the lovers of his Grace , and the h:ires of his 
glory. | | | 
; | R SOPHIA. 


Cafſinoupon the peruſall of this Letter, perceiving that the Lady Sophiaand her 
Sonne Alphonſo, were ſo farre from giving over their ſute to his Neece Eleanora, ag 
they now proſecuted it with more importunity and violence than before, hee nor 
onely calsher reſpe& toward him, but her diſcretionin her ſelfe likewiſe in queſtion; 
to ſee that ſhee is incredulous that hee hath precontratted her, or that his former Let- 
ters to her in that behalfe are not worthy of her beliefe and confidence : Whereup- 
on being ſenſible of a kinde of diſreſpett and wrong, whereof ſhe had voluntarily 
made herſelfe guilty towards him, in the paſſage of this bufineſle, and abſolutely re- 
fuling to hearken to, orentertain* any other parley, and fo to caſtaway his Neece on 
the vices and prodigalities of her Sonne, Hee arming his pznne with diſcontent and 
choller.returns her this peremptory anſwer, which he covenanteth and reſolves with 
himſelfe, ſhall be the very laſt that he will either write or ſend to her in this nature. 


CAasSsINO to SOPHIA, 


« | 
| T Had well hop'd and thought that your affeFion and judgement would have deemed my for- 


mer Letters to you (in contraFing my Neece) to be currant, not counterfeit 5 yea, tobe the 
pure truth, andiherefore no way my policy to informe you of the contrary 5 for ſuch procee- 
dings to any one, eſpecially to your ſelfe (whom 1 ſo xmch reſpe@ for your Birth, and honour 
for your Vertues) are as unwo#thy of me, as Tam and will be ignorant of them * As for your 
Sorne, his zeale to my Neece, or his afeion to hgr ſervice in the way of Marriage, if it be as 
pure and fervent as you affirme it, ſhe is the more boundtohim but Tnotwithſlanding, the 
eſſe to your ſelfe, in that you endeavour to make me an enemy to my ſelfe, and to mine owne ho- 
nour, which next to my Soule is the beſt part of my ſelfe, in perſwading me to take her from a 
Gentleman, to whom (by faith and promiſe) Thave ſolemmely given her, and as this was my 
firſt, ſo it ſhall bee my laſt reſolution and anſwer to you, which T aſſure you Twrite not ſlightly, 
but (to ſe your owne words) ſeriouſly and ſincerely : Therefore I thanke you for impoſing ſe- 
lence to your Sornes penne> and if you will henceforth likewiſe preſcribe the ſame Lam to 
jour owne herein, Twill take it both for a courteſie and a reſpe from you 5 onely in any other 
matter whatſoever that you ſhall thinke me capable to ſtead him, or ſerve you, your will and 
Pleaſure ſhaÞl bee my Law, and your Letters ſhall receive many reſpe&s and kiſſes from mee. T 
have received my Neece, and her tongue, and mineeye and eare informe me,how much we bath 
are bound to you for your care, and her proficiency in Caſlall, the which ty Age and her Youth 
will expoſe to Uſury before T have the honour ts pay you the Principal, and ſhee the intereif 
thereof. God ever bleſſe you, an4 your Sonne Alphonſo, and give you noleſſe joy andhonour 
of hin, then Thope and deſire to finde in mine owne Neece Eleanora. — 
CASSINO, 
| The 
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The Lady Sopbiagrieves, and her Sonne A/phoxſo ſtormesat the receipt of this un- 
kinde Letter from Caſſzno, whereby they ſee their hopes of his Neece Eleanor rever« 
ſed and fruſtrated; and although this his flat refuſall.made her of opinicn no more 
to ſtirre or entermeddle herein, yet (as Lovers are impatient of. denials and delayes) 
ſome three weekes after,he prayes his Mother to ride over to Yercely,againeto prove 
Caſirozand likewiſe to (againe). motion and ſollicite it to Eleanora, hoping that her 
preſence may purchaſe that which her Letters cannot procurezand he is very deſirous 
and witling to accompany her himſelfe. His Mother Sophia grants both his requeſts; 
they arrive to Yercely, where the Mother courts the Uncle, and the Sonne the Neece ; 
andalthough they finde exceeding great Cheere and noble Entertainment, yet in the 
point of their buſineſle, which 1s A/phorſo's Marriage to Eleaxora, they finde them« 

ſelves loſt, and their fute invaine, and fo they.are enforced to returne to Caſall with ' 
their definitive ſentence of denial], which makes her to bite the lip, and infinitely 

grieves and exaſperates her Sonne 3 ſo now hee againe caſts off the Cloake of Ver- 


| tue, and farre worſe than ever, flies to his old vices and finnes, which his Mother 


% 


with her ſweet perſwaſions and remonſtrances can no longer retaine or conceale, 
eſpecially from his Whoring and Drunkenneſle :' yea, and which is moſt lamentz 
bleand deplorable, hee willno Jonger ſerve God, either abroad or at home, for hee 
forſakes the Church, and wholly abandoneth that ſweet and Heavenly Vertue of 
Prayer, which isthe ſpiritua!lfood and life of the Soule. His Mother Sophiaexcee 
dingly weepesand grieves heereat, but how to remedy it ſhee knowes not: Forhig 
diſcontent hath made him ſo victous, his vices ſo obſtinate, and his obſtinacy ſo out: 
ragious and violent, as his Mother ſurfeits with his Love-ſute to Eleaxors, and will 
no more entermeddle with it. Hee prayes and reprayes her to make one Journey 
more for him to Vercely, to ſee what alterations time may have wrought in the hearts 
of Caſſing and Ele:nora, but ſhee 1s as averſe and wiltull, as hee is obſtinate and per: 
emptory-: and therefore conſtantly vowes, neither to write, nor everto conferre 
more with them herein. But this reſolute anſwer of the Mother breedes bad blood 
in the Sonne; yea it makes a Mutiny in histhoughts, a Givill Warre in his Heart, and 
a flat Rebellion in his reſolutions againſt her for the ſame, to which the Devill (the 
Arch-enemy, and Incendiary of our Soules) blowes the Coales. For hee who here- 
tofore looked on his Mother with obedience and affeCtion, cannot (or at leaſt will 
not) ſee her now but with contempt and malice 3 yea, he is ſo devoid of Grace, and 
ſoexemptof Goodnefle, that hee lookes from Charity to Wrath, from Religion to 
Revenge, from Heavento Hell ; and ſo reſolves to murther her, thinking with him- 
{clfe,that if he had once diſpatcht her,he ſhould then be fole Lord of all her wealth, 
and that then this his great and abſolute Eftate would ſoone induce Caſſzzo and Elea- 
z0ra, to accept of his affection : But hte reckons without his Soule and without 
God, and therefore no marvellif theſe his bloudy hopes deceive and betray him: 
his Religion and Conſcience cannot prevaile with him, neither hath his Soule either 
race or power enough to divert him from this fatall buſinefſe, and execrablerefo- 
| 9 od : for he will be ſoinfernall a Monſter of Nature, as to act her death of whom 
he received his life. He conſults with himſclfe, and the Devill with him, whetherhe 
ſhould ſtab or poyſon her, but he holds it farre more ſafe and leſſe dangerous, touſe 
the Drug thenthe Dagger, and ſo concludes upon poyſon; to which end hee being 
reſolute 1nhis rage, thus to make _ his Mother, he asan execrable Villaine (or 1n- 
deed rather asa Devill) provides himſelfe of poyſon, the which he {till carries about 
him, waiting for an opportunity, to give an end to this deplorable buſineſſe, the 
which the Devill very ſhortly adminiſtreth him : The manner thus. 


7 Thisrefuſall of Caſſzzo to her Sonne Alphonſe, and his miſerable relapſe to whore- 


dome, drunkenneſle, and neglett of Prayer, doth exceedingly diſtemper the Lady 


/ S#hiahis Mothers ſpirits, and they her body, ſo that ſhe is three dayes ficke of a bur- 


ning Feayerz when toallay the fervour of that unaccuſtomed heatec, ſhee —_— 
OMe 


— 


Hiſt. XXIII. Sophia ind dev wretched Sontag Iphonſo, 


zo1. 


ſome Almond-milketo be made her, the which ſhecompounderh/ with'miury coole 
hearbs and other wholeſome Ingredients of that nature and gounny: which-ſhe takes 
three times each day, morning; after dinner, and before 'ſhee pes ro bed: '$orthe 
third day of her Sickneſle, walking in the afternoonein one of "the ſhaddowed Al- 
lies of her Garden with her Sonne, and there with her beſt advicereQifying and di- 
reting his Reſolutions from Vice to Vertue, ſhee is unexpectedly ſurpriſed withthe 


Symptome of her Feaver, when fitting downe,and cauling her waiting Maid tohold 


vr F 


her Head in one of the Arbours.ſhe prayes her Sonne Alphoyſo torannetohetCham- 
ber, and to bring her a ſmall wicker Bottle of Almoudmniihe, the which hee doth 5 
þut bloudy Villaine that hee is, nothing can withhold him (but kisHeart being tem- 
pered with inhumanity and ctuelty) hee firſt powres inhis Poyſontherei=zand then 
gives it her, who, good Lady. drinkes two great draughts thereof; when ſweat 

reſently over-fpreading her face, and ſhee beginning to looke pale, hee (as-awret- 
ched Hypocrite) makes a loud outcry from the Garden to the'Houſe; antcalling 
there Servants to her afliſtance, he likewiſe cals fora Chaire, ſo fhe'is brought to her 
Chamber, and laid ther bed; and within few howresafter (as a'vertuous Lady and 
inn6cent Saint) ſhee forſakes this Life and this World for a better; and he ignorance 
of her Servants,and her bloody Son(drench'd as it werein the rivolets of kjSfeigned 
teares, together with his exceflive Jamentations) doe coffin het dead body utþ foine-" 
what privately and ſpeedily, ſo that there is no thought nor ſaſpition of Poyſon 3 
and'thus was the lamentable Murther, and deplorable end of this:wiſe and: religious 
Lady Sophia committed by her owne wretched and infernall Son; 'Now'thisDevill 
Alphonſo (to ſet the better luſtre on his ſorrowes, and the better varaiſhand colour 6n 
his mourning for the death of his Mother): gives her a ſtately Funerall, the'pompe 
and colt whereof, not onely equalhzed, but exceeded their ranke-and quality: For 
he left no Gentleman orLady in or.about Cafa/ uninvited to be at her Burialkand his 
Feaſt, and dighted himſelfe and all his Kinsfolkes and*Servants in mourning trite, 


of this his foule and inhumane Marther.'  ' | j | WWOY 2: 
-» Thenewes of the' Lady $9phia';ideath, runnes from-Cafſall to Vercely, where Calſz10 
and his Neece Eleanora underitatiding thereof, they both of theniexceedingly la- 


| 
| 
| thereby the better to carry off the-leaſt reflexionor ſhadow of ſuſpicion from'him- 


| mentand forrow for it;in regard {he wat a very honourable, wiſe, and religionsLady;” 


and to whom the tender youth of Eleanor was infinitely beholding and'imdebted 
) for many of her ſweet vertues and pertedtiens; 1s thatasher Uncle horioured her,” 
. ſothis his Neece held her ſelfe bound to reverence her, as makingher eminent and 
Y Gngular vertuesthe mould and patterne whereon ſhe fratfied allhe® terreſtrixttfooties: 


- purtments and' ations; which in few moneths after were fo mariy/zandſo:exceltene;” 


t that as ſhe was knowne tobe one of the moſtbeantifull;forſhe was likewiſe Jallly re-" 
ported to:be one of I Ladies of all thartiry and:coumty,which tore-! 
ther with her owne great Eſtate,as alſothat of her uncleCaſſzz o5xothe full efijoying: 


whereof (in contemplation of her vertues and confingmairyYhe had juſtly-bothide- 


r 

a {| fignedandiadoptedhier his ſole Heire: the which made her ro beſaggtitin mavriage- 
© | by divers young gallantszof 'verynoble and thiefe Hoſes moſt whereof wereſupe- 
e | rot to Adipboſe,bothinbloud ahdwealth. When her uncle at laſt(wich her own free 
7 | affection andconfent)privatelymirries herto S792ior, TIS InP 
- | brave yong | | 

e but be being likewiſe very young,the tenderneſle of bbth their ages diſpenſed they 
e | fromasyctlying teperher,anitbock the Bifhop ind her\uacle Cſrzo(for fomeimp 
tarit ronfads 

- | kdfdmalithe world with great y.and {ecrecy.he for the moſt part hiving with" 
y [| theBiſhopbisuncleatrthe citynf Tawu(whichis th: Confrofthe Duke of £. 


r- in Fercely with heruncle Cafſaro;orily they vifit eachother with their letters which 
h | - ballthe faniiliarity that as yetuheyare perminted toreapeand recayeicach ogy 
for 01 | 


gentlemanof Yercely,who was nephew &'hewe tothe Biſhopiof thug vitys* 


Simpor- 
beſt knowh to themfelves)cauſedthistheir marriage asyetto becdncea- 
and 


. 

E 
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And heretthe true order of- our Hiſtory cals us againe, to ſpeake of thisdegene+ 
rate and debauſhedGentlemauAlphorſo,who had no foaner embrued his guilty handy 
inthe inndcentbload of the Lady Sophie his Mother; but hethen without any far» 
ther ſhew oof ſorraw;or ſight or-ſenſe of repentance for the ſame, againe deſperate- 
ly abandeneth himſelfe to all old vices and prodigalities, flaunting it out in brave 
apparell.(for his mourning weeds hee ſpeedily caſt off ) and ſwimming as it were in 
the yaſtOceanof all his carnall Delights, and worldly Pleaſures and Senſt ualitics, 

_ neverthipking of Religionor Prayer, but paſſeth away whole dayes andnights, yea 
conſumeth whole weekes and moneths in all licentious riots, and exceflive prodiga- 
lities with his debauſhed Companions and Strumpets, which beganne to drowne his 
Eſtate, and to devoure his Landsapace : and in the heate and ruffle of theſe his jovi- 
all follies, and exorbitant intemperancies,he bethinks himſelte againe of the wealth 
and beauty of the young Lady Eleanora, and ſo(in the vanity of his concen, and the 
imbecillity of his judgement) flattering himſelte,ithat being now:Lord of: all his de- 
ceaſed Methers Lands,and Wealth, her Uncle Caſſzo could not retuſe togive her him 
in Marriage,not ſo much as once dreaming or remembring how plainly and:peremps 
torily, both hee and ſhee had formerly grven-him the repulfe ;. To whictreffett hee 
dightsbjmſclfe and his Followers in exceeding rich apparellz-and (with atraine toa 
worthy.of - himſelfe) he rides.over to Yercely, and there becomes a molt importunate 
Sutor, bath to Caſ/mo and Elearara, firlt ſeeking her, and then conrting herUncle for 
her : . but all in vaine, forhee puts himoff with diſreſped&, and:{hee reje&ts-him with 
diſdainzand when yet they ſee that his importunacy herein paſleth the bounds of reat 
fon;and exceedeth;the limits of diſcretion and;crvility, them Caſſzro:tels him plainly 
thathis Neece 1s marned;and that therefore (1n-that conſideration) he forbids-him hi 
houſe and her compinyzwhich point of difeourteſit(and a2 4/phonſo termes it of diſhc» 
norte hitn,he takes in ſoill part fromCaſſio,that exchanginghis reaſon intorage, and 
forgatting himſelfto bea man,or which 1s more a gentleman,or which is moſt of alla 
Chbriſtian,he again ſtrikes bands and agreeswith theDevill, and far. meer defpight and 
rage vowes that he will murther Caſſzzo : The: Dewillmaking him ſtrong inthe vanity 
of 'this beliefe and confidence, that this ſpeech. and fliggeſtion of his, that his Neece 
Eleanoraip married, 1s but fabulous and'falſe, and:that ifi he were ance dead, he could 
notimpeachor:; hinder him from enjoying the faite:and: rich Eleazorato his Wife; 
which is the ſame prodigious baite and lure whereby Sathan formerly drew. and bes 
trayed þim-to, poyſon his Mother : the Devill ſtill ſo.cloſely over-vailingjhis Conſcit 
ence and Soule,and.{o eclipling,and wincking his underſtanding and judgement,that 
ashis hand;ſo bis beart is innred andobdurated tothe efiuſion-of; innocentblood;and 
therefore he will.not retire with-grace, but onwards with-impicty to thefiniſhing of 
this ctuellMurther ofCſ/izo;and although he had an ———— anhelliſh ams 
bition likewiſe toefiet it by:Poyſon, yet in.regard he-was:denied-accefie tohis houſe 
and comnpany.,.asalfo forthatiic-was unacquainted with any Apothecary or ;'Phyſicis 
an of! #ercely, bee therefore xeſalves with:the Devyll co doe it:by a Carabine, which 

manyitunes:by night he wore and carriedabout him! There'tsnothing) eaſier: than td 
doegyll; and as itisthenatureſoitis the policyafnSathan,aswell to furmfb uswith 
the means; as the-matter thereof: Far: when we chit our ſelves from Malice toRe- 
Vengeand from Revenge to Murther, kethenmakesms mduſtrious, firſtin the con+ 
trivivgabdthenin:tthe execution thereof, butintlheexdd God willfo ordainetbatthis 
helliſhpdlicyſhallturne to miſery, 1150 3,90 0997 4 12V Shi Avi nfo! ff if 
 - fiabanſer maliceapain{t Caſfino will give ro peabetd his thoughts; ſo:hee-informes 
himſelfe, thatevery:moming: and evening: hee jo accuſtomed-to: walke alonenhis 
name ortwo ins FEW 7 heethmkes 
thisa fitplace (ftotii ſoine adjacenthouſeorwindow)toſhooreathims: iwhen|bei 
likewiſe aſſured;-thatthero was a/poore fmall po (roemuch frequentedwitf 
company) that layſomewhatneere and:commodioy:ti-Col{me «Garden; beerefolves 
n to 
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to make choiſe of that, and there to give end to this bloody bulineſſe, which his heatt 
ſo much defireth, ſoabandoned by God, and guided and conducted by the D=vill;he 
about {ix of the clock inthe evening rides thither,and tying up his Horſe tothe doot, 
hein a diſguiſed ſuite ofapparell, pretending there to'ſtay fora friend of his; which 
promiſed to come thither to meet him (and having purpoſely ſent away hisServants 
befoce him to Caſall) he goes up into the Chamber, cals for wine and ſomething to 
cate, the berter tofavour and colour oat his ſtay thete, when bolting the Chamber ' 
doore to him,he (putting aſide the paper Caſements, which they uſe in Jraly to expell 
the fervency of the Sunne) from thence (according to his former intelligence) plain- 
ly perceives Caſſzro walking in his Garden, with his Hat in one hand,and his Breviary 
(or Prayer-book) wherein he reads,in another, with which he was as buſie with God 
1n his meditations and devotions, as he was with the Devill, in charging his Carabine 
with a-brace of bullets, and drefſfting of, his fire-lock, and priming of his powder 
touch-hole, when, without the leaſt ſpark of grace, or feare of God , or his puniſh- 
ments, he lets flye at him 3 and the Devill had made him ſo expert a Mark-man, that 
as Caſſino was (oftly comming on, walking towards the window, wherein he ſecretly 
and ſcelerouſly ſtood , both the bullets hit him right in the breſt a little below the 
left pap, whereof this harmeleſle and religious old Gentleman Cſſ#zo fell preſently 
dead tothe ground, and none being in the Garden with him (wherein I my ſelf have 
fince ſometimes been)I could not underſtand,that he had the power or happineſſeto 
ſpeak a word : But we ſhall ſee, that this inhumane and bloody murtherer, ſhall not 
go farre before the judgements of God will ſurpriſe and oretake him. The manner 
whereof 1s thus, | = 
As ſooneas Alphonſo had given this bloody blow , and ſeen Caſſz9 fall dead to the 
ground, he unbolting the Chamber doore, preſently reſolves to take horſe and flye 
away, but God ordained the contrary : Foras he had againe put up his Carabine into 
his Belt, God preſently ſtruck him into a ſtupified ſwoon, whereof falling to the 
ground, the noiſe of his fall, the report of hisCarabine, and the ratling of his ſword 
and it, preſently invited the people of the houſe below,to ſee what had befalne above 
tothis Gentleman, where finding him groveling and gaſping for life, they (by Gods 
immediate direftion) do think that he hath there ſhot and murthered himſelfezwhen 
deveſting him of his apparell, and laying him in bed to ſearch for his wounds, they 
findenone3 but yer-itis an houre before they perceive any motion, cr action of life in 
him : And then opening his eyes, he with a diſtrafted look and amazed countenance, 
deeming himſelfe upon the very point of death; and that for his murthering of Caſſz- 
#o,the Lord in his judgement had infallibly (trucken him with ſudden death,he find- 
ing this foule and bloody act of his, tolie heavie upon his ſoule and conſcience, in 
this laſt Scene (as he then thought) of his life, he (rather raving then ſpeaking) inthe 
heat of his madnefle and diſtraCtion,cryes out againe and again, that he had murthe- 
redCaſſzizo - The which the people of the houſe are c— aſtoniſhed to under- 
ſtand. And now by this time Ca{/zz0 1s found dead in the Garden , and ſhot thoruw 
with;a btace of bullets. So his Neece Eleazora is all in tears hereat, and all Yercelic 
reſounds of this. his lamentable murther. When! Caſſino's friends and ſervants 
make ſpeedy ſearch for 'the Murtherer, and finding a Horſe tyed to this little 
Taverne doore, they finde:the Man, Wite, and Servants thereof in out-ctyes and 
amazement : So they aſcend the ſtairs, finde 4lphoxſo in bed,with his Carabine by him 
on the bench, and his clothes on the Table, and examiningthe people of the Houſe, 
they report to them this ſudden accident of his {wooning, and'therein of his confeſli- 
on of the murthering of Caſſz#03 ſo they all praiſe and'gloritie God, in that they kave 
ſoſoone, and ſo readily found out the mhumane'Authour, and Actor of this bloody 
Murther. : SE * - | 
But here before I proceed farther , I (tn the name and feare of God) do requeſt 
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and invite the Reader to take notice of another remarkable (I may fay miraculous) 


circumſtance of Gods mercy and glory, which likewiſe appears in this deteCtion and 


confeſſion of Alphen/o, to be the cruell murtherer of this innocent, harmeleſſe Gentle= 
manCaſſino; for he being no better than diſtracted of his wits, before God had cau- 
ſed and brought him to confeſle it, which elſe he had never done, but that in the ago» 
ny and anxiety of his ſtupitied ſpirits he (asI have formerly ſaid) thought himſclfe 
on the point and brink of death, and noſhaddow of hope left him, either of this 
life or this world : Then, I ſay, as ſoone as he had confeſled it, God in hisgood 
pleaſure and providence preſently reſtored him again to his perfect health, ſtrength, 
and memory 3 ſo that being put in minde, and againe remembring his confefſion,and 
ſeeing the eminency of his danger by the preſence of Caſſmo's friendsand ſervants, 
who were there preſent about his Bed, toapprehend and carry him away to priſon 
for the ſame 3 he uow with teares, and bitter oathes, and curſes, declines and recants 
what he hath formerly ſpoken thereof, and.,rather asa Devill than a Chriſtian,in lof+ 
tyand proud ſpeeches ſtands upon the termes of his juſtification , alleadging and af- 

rming to them farther that what he had —_— confelled, or ſaid to them, concer. 
ning the Murther of Cafin0,proceeded from the diſtemperature of his heart & brains, 
in x 4 of his diſtraction,or elſe from the deluſions and temptations of the Devill,and 
nootherwiſe. Buthis own confeſſion, the teſtimony of thoſe of the houſe who heard 
it, and the reſt of the preſumprtions and circumſtancesare ſo pregnant and apparant, 
that he is the undoubted murtherer of Caſſano, as they beleeve not what he now ſayes 
in his own behalfeand Apologie, or that it isany way the deluſions of the Devill, but 
the good pleaſure of God, which brought him to this detection and conviction of 
himſeclfe for the ſame : So they being deafe to his _— and oathes, they enforce 
him to draw on hisapparell, and then by order ofthe criminall Judges, they that 
night commit him to priſon , where the Devill having brought him, he now leaves 
him tohimſelfe, and to his owne miſery and confuſion, which it isto be beleeved, 
that the Lord hath ordained ſhall ſpeedily befall him. 

The next morning this Monſter of Nature 4/phoxſo, is called to his arraignment, 
where, being by his Judges, charged with this foule Murther, the Devill hath as 
yet ſoobdurated his heart, as he notonly denies it, but conteſts againſt it with ve» 
hemency and execrations. So the Vintner and his Wife, and Servants, are produced 
againſt him as witneſſes, whoacknowledge and confeſle his own confeſfion thereof, 
as alfothe report of his Carabine, and the vicinity of their houſe, and proſpeR from 
the Chamber wherein he was, toCaſſmo's Garden, wherein as he was walking he was 
ſhot todeath. When the mournfu]land ſorrowtull young Lady Eleanors, is l.kewiſe 
brought forth asa witneſle againſt him, who informes his Judges, that Alphonſo was 
a molt importunate Suterto her , both in his Mothers houſe at Caſfſa#, asalſoat her 
deceaſed Uncles houſe, here in Yerce/ie 3 adding withall, that (in her heart and ſoule) 
ſhe verily beleeves. him to be the Murtherer of her faid Uncle. But ſtill he de- 
nies it with choler and indignation: Whereupon, the preſumptionsand circum- 
ſtances hereof, being more apparant to his Judges, than the knowledge of this truth, 
they adjudge him to the Rack, where at his very firſt rorments thereof; he with tears 
confeſſeth itz and God is now ſo mercifull to his foule, as he ſeemes to be very ſor- 
rowfull and repentant thereof: ſathey ſeeing him guilty, pronounce ſentence againſt 
him, the next day to have his head cut off for the ſame; and that night the Judges 
(out oftheir honourable zeale tocharity and piety)ſend him ſome Frierstopriſento 
him,to dire his ſoule to Heaven; who willing him to diſburthen his conſcience and 
ſoule of any other capitall crime, which he mought have committed in all the courſe 
of his life, tothe end that it moughtnot hinder her paſſage and tranſmigration from 
Earth to Heavenz He then and there reveales them , how he had alſo formerly 
poyloned his own Mother, the Lady Sophia, at Cafa#, for the which he likewiſe 
craved abſolution both of them and God. Whereat his Judges are exceeding] y 

| Amaz 


"Gods Revenge againſt Murther. Booke V 


my 


Hiſt. XXLI1. Sophia, and her wretched Son *Alphonſo. TP _ * 


——— _———; 


amaz dand aſtoniſhed, to ſee a Gentleman ſo degenerate, inhumane, and bloody, as 
to be the death of his owne Mother, of whom formerly he had received his life. 

The day following (according to his ſentence) Alphonſo is brought to the place of | 
execution, clad in a black ſute of filk Grograine,and a falling Band, where aſcending * 
the ſcaffold, and drawne to much humility and contrition, by his ſecular Prieſts and 
Friers, he inpreſence of a great concourſe of people, there made this ſhort ſpeech. 
That theſe two murthers of his, and eſpecially that of his own Mother, the Lady $0- 
phia, were ſo odious 1n the ſight of God and Man, that he acknowledged, he no lon- 
ger deſerved to tread on the face of the Earth , or to look up to Heaven. That he 
knew not juſtly, whereunto to attribute this infamy and miſery of his, bat to hiscon- 
tinuall neglect and omiſſion of prayer, whereby he baniſhed himſelfe from God, 
and thereby gave the Devill too great an intereſt over his body and ſoul; that he de- 
fired God to forgive him, theſe his two foule and bloody crimes of Murther, as alſo 
that of his negleCt of Prayer; and ſo(with tears in hiseyes) beſought all who were 
there preſent, likewiſe to pray unto God for him : When againe beſeeching the ver- 
tuous young Lady Elearora,to forgive him the murther of her good old Uncle Caſſiano, 
he often making the ſigne of the Croſſe, and recommending himſelfe into the hands 
of his Redeemer, bad the Executioner do his oftice , who preſently with his Sword 
ſevered his head from his body, and both were immediately burnt, and the aſhes 
throwne into the River of Ticino, without the wals of Yercelze , although his Judges 
were onee of opinion, to {end his ſaid head and body to Cafal,, for the Judges of that 
my ” do their pleaſure therewith, for there poyſoning of his own Mother, the La- 
| Sophia 
; And thus was the miſerable (and yet deſerved) death and end,of this bloody and 
execrable Gentleman Alphoxſo, and in this ſort did the judgements and puniſhments 
of God befall him, for theſe his two moſt inhumane, and deplorable Murthers. May 
God of his infinite grace and mercy, ſtill fortifie and confirme our faith by conſtant 
and continuall prayer (the want whereof was the fatall Rock whereon he periſhed) 
that ſo we may ſecure our ſelves in this world, and our ſoules in that to come. 
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AGAINST 
THE CRYING AND. 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


HisTORY XXIV. 


Port Chauſey kzls La Roche iz a Dxell. Quatbrifſon gauſeth Moncallier (an Apothe- 
cary to poyſon his own Brother Valfontaine, Moncallier after fals, and breaks his neck 
from a paire of (tairs. Quatbriſlon likewiſe cauſeth his Fathers Miller Piexot to murther, 
ond ftrangle Marieta in her Bed, and to throw her body into his Mill-pond. Pierot the 

Miiler 3s broken alive on awheele, and Quatbriſſon firſt beheaded, then burnt for the 


ſame o 


5 0.59 90 0,1] Ee may trulyaftirme, that the world 1sin her wane, when 
Te - Murther 'is become the practice of Chriſtians, which in- 
deed is the proper office of the Devillz and how frequent! 
thoſe wofull accidents happen, we cannot think of, but wit 
much horrour', nor remember but with griefe of minde, 
and compaſtion of heart; For ut isnot to make our ſelves 
wiltull Traitorsand Rebels to God, to violate his Divine 
| Majeſtie, in ſpoiling his true Image and reſemblance; yea, 
jc 3 0000 0 0 83} is1t notthe highway of Hell? But that this age of ours pro» 
duceth ſich Monſters of Nature, reade we but this inſuing Hiſtory , and it will in- 
forme us of much innocent blood ſhed, we know not whether more wilful- 
ly or wickedly. 
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T isnot unknowne , that the Province of Little Britaine, was(long ſince) annexed 
and united to the flouriſhing Kingdome of France, by the marriage of Charles the 
Eighth, with Azze the young Dutcheſle thereof, notwithſtanding that ſhe were 
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formerly contratted to Maximilian (Arch-Duke of 4uſtria) where we ſhall undex- 
ſtand, that in the City of Yannes (formerly the Court and Reſidence of thoſe 
Bruſh Dukes) there of late years dwelt a Noble Gentleman (of rich Demaines and 
Revenues) termed Monſieur de Caerſtairng, who' by his Wife Madamoyſelle de la Vills 
Blanche, had two Sonnes, the eldeſt named by his title Moxſieur de ©u4tbriſſon,and the 
youngeſt Moxſrewr de Val;ontaine : The firſtaged of twenty foure years, being ſhort 
and corpulent, the ſecond of twenty, being tall and ſlender; both of them brave and 
hopefull Gentlemen, as well in their outward perſonages, as in the inward perfetti. 
ons, and endowments of their mindes; For in all reſpects, the care and affection of 
their Parents , had made theireducation anſwerable to their births. Ya/antaine (for 
the molt part) lived in the Citie of Naztes (the ſecond of that Dutchie) with an Uncle 
of his named Morſierr de Maſſze , being Preſident of the Kings Chamber of Accounts 
which 1s kept there , who trequenting the Bals or publike Dancings (whereunto the 

- youth of France are generally addicted) among{t many other excellent beauties, 
wherewith that Citie 1s graced, and thoſe paſtimesand meetings honoured, he ſees a 
young Gentlewoman (being a ſtranger, and newly came to the Citie) ſoinfinitely 
rich in theexccllencies of nature, and the treaſure of lovelineſle and beauty, as (with 
a kinde of imperious commanding power) ſhe attracts all mens eyesto behold.,to ad- 
mire, to atteCt her. Soas although Yalfontaines youthtull heart and yeares, had never 
as yet ſtooped or ſacrificed to Love, yetat the very firſt ſight of this ſweer yong Gen- 
tlewoman, (whoſe name we ſhall not go far to know) he cannot retaine his enamou- 
red eyes from gadding on theRoſes, and ranging on the Lillies of her ſweet com- 
plexion, nor his reſolutions from enquiring, what her name and her ſelfe was 3 when 
being enformed, that ſhe was the only Daughter and Heire ofa rich and noble Gen- 
tleman, a Widdower termed Mozſieur de Penelſe, of the Pariſh of Saint Ajgnaw, 
foure leagues from the City, and hername Madamoyſelle la Pratiere, of the age of 
ſome ſeventeene, he at the very firſt ſight likes her fo well, and loves her ſo deere- 
ly, that (if her interiour vertues come not too ſhort of her exteriour beauty and fea- 
ture) he vowes he will be her Sutor and Servant; and fo he attemptsto court and ſeek 
her tor his Wife. 

To which end, he (morelike a Tutor than a Pupill, inthe Art and Schoole of 
Love) is ſo farre from negleCting any , as he curiouſly and carefully ſeeks all oppor- 
tunities and occaſions to enjoy the felicity of her company, and ſo (for the moſt 

art) he conducts her'to and from the dancings , ſits and talks with her in her lodg- 
gs, meets herat Church, whereas well at Veſpers as Maſle, he accompanies and 
prayes with her, and (briefly) ſhe can difficultly be preſent any where, where he is 
long abſent from her; For by this time (whichis ſcarce a moneth ſince he firſt ſaw 
her) her peereleſle beauty, and unparallell'd vertues and diſcourſe, have ated 
ſuch amorous wonders in his heart, as he vowes he muſt either live her Husband, or 
dye her Martyr. But ſee the providence and pleaſure of God , for if Valfontaixe ten- 
derly love our ſweet and faire La Pratiere, no lefle doth ſhe him 3 for knowing himto 
be the Son ef his Father, and therefore a Gentleman of noble extraftion and worth 3 
and ſeeing him to be wiſe, diſcreet, and proper , asalſo remembring and marking, 
that he Erveiply and infinitely affects her , ſhe 15ſo delighted with his neat feature 
and perſ{onage, and raviſhed with the melodie of his diſcourſe, as albeit at firſt, her 
tongue be ſo civill and modeſt to conceale her afteCtion from him, yet her eyes (the 
Ambaſſadours of her heart)cannot but in dumbe Eloquence,and filent Rhetorick be- 
wray it him. So as (to omit the gifts, preſents,and eſpecially the Letters, which inter- 
changeably paſt between them) and which indeed powertully aſſiſted to the ſympa- 
thiſing and cimenting of their youthful] aftections,it ſufficeth that we take notice and 
knowledge,that Yalfontaines preſence was La Pratiere s delight, & the enjoying of her 
company.his felicity and glury,and that ſhe inhife and death would remain his obedi- 


ent and faithfuil Wife, and he her faithfull and1oving Huſband; only ſhe pra pes ! _ 
carefully 
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carefully and reſpectfully to conceale her affetion to him, and ſolikewiſe to obſerve 
berFatherin ſeeking his conſent to their marriage, the which he promiſeth her ſhort- 
ly to performe 3 For as ſoone as L Pratiere hath left Naztes, and purpoſely retired 
her felfe home to her Fathers Houſe, at Saint Aizgyaw, Valfortaine is not many dayes 
bebinde her, where he acquaints her Father Perze/e,with his affeftion to his Daugh- 
ter, ſeeks her in marriage, requeſteth his conſent, and with many reaſons, fairly and 
diſcreetly endeavonreth to induce him thereunto, where for three or foure dayes he 
takes up his lodging and reſidence, under pretence to court the Daughter , whom 
we know he hath already won, but his ſute 1s no way pleaſing, but difſtaſtfull to Pezz- 
elle, who although he know, that Monſrcur ae Caerſtainge his Father (as well for lands 
as blood) 1s every way rather his Superiour than his Equall, yet becauſe his Daughter 
LaPratierens his only Childe and Heire, and Valfontaine bat a Cadet (or younger Bro- 
ther) therefore covetouſneſle makes him aflume thisreſolution , that he will have 
none of him for his Son in Law:but this reaſon,and concluſion he conceals to himſelf, 
and ſo{in generall termes) gives YValfontainea cold and averſe anſwer, little better in 
effe& than a flat deniall 3 and thus for his firſt Journey, Yalfontaine takes leave of his 
ſweet LaPratiere, no way doubting but that his ſecond toher, will prove leſle diſtaſt- 
full and morefortunate, he leaves Nantes and rides home to Varnes. | 
Being arrived at Yarres, he acquaints his Father and Mother , with his affection 
and ſute to Madamoyſelle La Pratiere , the only Daughter and Heire (as we have heard 
of Monſieur de Pennelle,of Saint Aignaw,vihereunto (becauſe they know him to be rich 
andnoble, and his Daughter faire and vertuous) they give good approbation and al- 
lowance, when Valfoxtaine praying his Father to ride over to Monſter de Pennelle, to 
confer with him about this buſineſſe, whoſe preſence he hopeth will effe&t that with 
him, which he feares and knowes his poore power cannot : But his Father although 
he be very glad, to procure his Sonnes advancement and content by this match, yet 
being at that time much troubled with the Gout , he excuſeth himſelfe upon his 1n- 
diſpoſition, and ſo defers off that journey to another time. Yalfortaine miſſing of his 
Father, deems 1t rather expedient than impertinent, to entreat his Brother @xatbriſ< 
ſon herein,to whom he fully relates what hath paſt between Pexnzl/e and himic!fe,but 
withall conceales upon what termes he ſtands with La Pratiere, or that ſhe is any way 
his,or he hers,cither by contract or promiſe,totheend that he may haveno juſt cauſe, 
either to tax her immodeſty , or condemne her indiſcretion, in fo ſodainely giving 
her ſcIfe to him. @atbriſſor very willingly yeelds to his Brothers requeſt; when (fol- 
lowed with a train and equipage anſwerableto their rank and quality, and armed 
with theirFathers Letter to Monſtenr de Pennelſe)they take horſe and ride to Saint 4ig- 
zaw. Now as it is the errour (or nature) of Lovers to be ſtill unſecret Secretaries, in 
delightin talk & prattle of their Miſtreſſes, whom they eſteeme their ſoveraigne 
good andMeteſt tclicity : So all the way between Yarnes and Saint Aignaw, Valfon> 
taine could neither refraine, nor reſtraine his tongue from painting forth La Pratiere 
inall the excellency of her prayſes, and from extolling her beauty and perfeCtions 
above the skies5 yea, he ran ſocurious a divifion, and ſo ample a comment on the 
wonders and rarity of her beauty, that his verball relation already prepared his Bro- 
thers eyes to behold a female Matter-peece of Naturein La Pratierez but being arri- 
ved to her Fathers Houſe (a little before dinner time) and ſeeing, and faluting , firſt 
him, then her. at the very firſt encounter and ſight, his ſenſes are ſo ſurpriſed with the 
lweetnefle of her countenance, and ſo taken with the exquiliteneſle of her feature,as . 
he now findes that his Brothers report and prayſes of her come infinitely ſhort the 
dignity and excellency of her beauty. ; | 
Dinner being ended, and @zatbrifſon delivering his Fathers Letter to Perrmelle,with 
whom making a {light and ſuperticiall conference, concerning his Brothers affeQtion 
and ſute to his Daughter, he turnes from him to her,who dying her milk white checks 
with a roſeat bluſh ro entertaine him, he ravithed with the delicate of ſo amorous 
an 
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an <ncounter, and ſiveet object, could not likewife refraine from bluſhing to ſee her 

luſh, when enquiring of her, if ſhe pleaſed totake the aire of the Garden (where 
her Father and his Brother were already.gone andattended them) and ſhe replying, 
that his pleaſure therein ſhould be hers, he taking her by her hand conducts her thi- 
ther; where Yaljoniaine incivilitie purpoſely walking aloofe oft, becauſe he hoped 
and aljured himſclte , that his Brother @vatbriſon now meant effeCtually to ſpeak 
with his Miſtrefle in his behalte,there being then no witneſſes to their conference, but 
ogly the feet, Quiriſters of the woods (the -T hruſhes and Nightingales) who purs 
polcly and pleaſantly fate on every buſh and tree,todelight them with their melliflu- 
ous melody 3 the very firſt words he adminiſtred and directed to her was 3 That if ſhe 
pleaſed ro {wear her tongue to ſecrecy,to what he ſhould now ſay & deliverto her,he 
would reveale her a fecret which ſhould infinitely import her good.La Pratiere (won- 
dripg at the nature of @atbriſons fir{t ſpeech and requeſt, and what it might meane 
and concerne)-ſtood a little while mute and ſilent, not knowing what to conceive 
thereof, much lefle what.to anſwer thereto : But at aſt ——_— that Yalfontaine 
was her Lover, and @watbriſſon his Brother, ſhe imagined there was ſome plot ſecretly 
compacted betweene them that if her Father would not condeſcend to their deſires, 
that they had then reſolved to ſteale her away from him, and foto make it a Clandes 
ſtine marriage:W hereupon (her affeftion being deſirous to know the certainty here- 
of, and her curioſity ambitious.to ſee this abſtruſe myſterie unlocked) ſhe grants him 
his requeſt, vowing to impole ſecrecy to her tongue in what he ſhould deliyer.or ins 
truſther with : When he kiſſing her, andevaporating many far fetch'd ſighes (as the 
Herauld to proclaime his afteCtion) he tels her 3 that her incomparable beauty hath 
captivated his thoughts, and made his heart both her Tributary, and her Priſoner 
that he envies his Brothers happineſle, in having the Hong ſee her before him- 


{clfe.That as he is his Superiour in years,ſo he is in affection tquher,and that he knowes 
his Brother is as unworthy of her, ashimſelfe worthily beſtowed on her : La Pratiere 
(whoſe affection and thoughts ran a direct contrary Cariere, leſt dreaming of that 
which ſhe is now enforced to underſtand) is ſo afflicted , and withall ſo incenſed at 
theſe unexpected {pecches of @xatbriſſons, that (her paſſion giving a law toher civi- 
lity) caſting a ſncw-white vale over her crimſon cheeks, and bending her brow (in 
whoſe furrowes it ſeemed that diſcontent and cho!ler fate now triumphant) her afte- 
tion is ſo ſincere and entire to YValfontaine, asſlierxeturnes his diſcourteous Brother 
2uatbriſſon, this ſhort and ſharpe anſwer : ©yatbriſſon (quoth ſhe) to have offered 
this unkindneſle of yours to your friend, had beenjgnoble ingratitude,but to doitto 
your own Brother,can be no lefſe than treachery ; and therefore this know from me, 
that I eſteeme your primogeniturſhip as inferiour to /alfortaines Vertues, as they are 
in all reſpects ſuperiourto yours, and had you not tied and wedded M's to fi- 


lence, I would now preſently publiſh it to the world, to the admiration Ml deteſta- 
tion of all good men, and ſo(with a look ingendred of choller, and derived from dif- 
dain) ſhe haſtily and ſuddenly trips away from him,leaving him alone in the Gard 
to his Muſes; ©vatbriſſon biting his lip at this ſharpe repulſe of La Pratzere, is yet reſo- 
Jute not thus toleave her,when hoping to finde herFather more tractable and propi- 
tiousto his ſute than his Daughter, be ſeeks him our, and in fair tears informes him 
of his affection & love to her,and that (notwithſtanding his Brothers reſearch of her) 
ke himſelfe infinitely deſireth her to be his own wife. Old Pexrelle (being more cove- 
tous of his Daughters preterment, than any way carefull of her content) pivesan at- 
tentive and pleaſing eare tothis motion of &9xatbriſſor, and 1s ſo delighted with the 
meludy of his ſpeeches,as alrcady in heart, he witheth her maried to him,but how to 
anſwer. or give contenf to Yalfontaine he knowes not. 

Now the better to cfteCft, and to compalle this match , ſo much wiſhed of 9»at- 
briſſon, and delired of Pennelle ; he (in the abſence of Valfontaine) ſends tornis 


Laughter into his Cloſet , ſhewes her what prefterment and happinette isnow _ 
rc 
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red her, if ſhe will forſake Yalfontaineand accept of hisefder Brother ©yubriſi;: for 
her Husband. Za Pratiere(both moved and grieved with this her Father. propoſition 
and ſpeeches) very humbly beſeecheth him 3 that if ever he wil) reſpe&th-r conrent, 
or regard her life, that Yalfoztaine may be her Husband. and not @9xatbr /ſor, becau{-: 
ſhe confeſleth ſhe loves the younger Brother, but that ſhe neither can nor will affect 
the elder : Now although this her reſolute and obſtinate anſwer, doexceedingly af- 
flict and grieve her Father, yet hoping that a little time will prove capable to draw 
her to his deſires, he ſecretly bids @xatbriſſon toride home to Vannes, to take his Bro- 
ther with him, and ſhortly after to return againe to $4int-Aignaw without him , and 
and that he ſhall finde no cauſe to feare, or reaſon todoubt , but thathe ſhall enjoy 
his Miſtrisz the managing whereof, he prayes him to refer to his care in his abſence : 
Thus we ſee the Father and Daughter differently affefted , he loves 9zatbri/jon and 
not Valfontaine, and ſhe Yalfontaine, but not ©xatbriſſon, who grieving as much at the 
Daughters refuſall, as he rejoyceth at her Fathers conſent : He now venteth his ma- 
lice on the Innocency, and his treachery on the integrity of his Brother, by acquaint- 
ing him,thathe hath uſed his beſt power and art of ſolicitation towards Penne; and 
that he findesjt impoſſible to draw him to reaſon 3 adding withall, that he is ſo farre 
from conſenfhg; thatke ſhall obtaine his Daughter in marriage, as (upon the whole) 
in terms enouglhclear & apparant, he futurely denies him acceſle to his houſe; Where- 
fore Brother (quotþhe) becauſel ſee with griefe,that you ſtrive againſt the ſtreame, 9 
and that inall ations and accidents whatſoever, the ſhorteſt errours are ſtil] beſt, let 
us to morrow take horſe and away, and let this inditferency be your reſolution: That 
if God have decreed it ſhall bea match, it then will be, otherwiſe not. Valfontains 
heart bleeds at Permelles averſeneſle and cruelty, and his eyes overflow with tears, fo 
ſoon to forſake the fight and company of his Daughter, of his deare and faire Mhiſtris 
La Pratiere;but (being ignorant of all his Brothers paſlages, and treachertes intended, 
and meant towards him) he holdgit folly to impugne, or contradict his pleaſure,and 
ſo reſolves yoleave Saint-Aigpaw, and depart home with him to Vane. 

Our faite La Pratiere, ſeeing all things bent to croſle her defires, and her Y.:lfor- 
tazmes -wilhes, ſhe (out of her tender aftection to him) reſolves to give him a private 
meeting and conference, when that very night (as her Father and his Brother were in 
| their Beds ſoundly ſleeping) ſhe ſends for him into her Chamber, where ſeeing him 
| extreamely penfive and ſorrowfullz ſhe bids him be cheerefull and couragicus, tels 
| bim that he hath no reaſon to deſpaire, but to hope;for that in life and death ſhe will 
| be his, and onely his; and then informes him, that inſtantly upon his arrivall ro 7ax- 
es, ſhe will write and ſend him a Letter, wherein the will acquaint him with the paſ- 
fage of a buſineſle, whereof he neithercan conceiveor dreame, conjuring him now 
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to enquis no farther what it1s, for that her tongue was enjoyned to fecrecy, and 
ſworne t&Hlence,and fo-(with much chat,and more killes) he giving her a Diamond 
. Ring from his fingers,and (he him a paire of Pearle Bracelets from her armes,intoken 
of their mutuall conftancy and affection each to other, they (intinitely againſt their 
. minds) are enforced to take leave eachof other, and the ſucceeding morne being 


come, the two Brothers prepare, and diſpoſe themſclves fortheir Journey. Wher 
break-faſt ended, according as it was concluded betwist Pernelc and Qnathrilſ'.n, 
Pennelle takes Valfontaine aſide to a window, and 1nthort tearmes prayes nm, hence- 
. forth to»forbeare his houſe, and refraine his Daughters company, for that he hath 

rovided another Husband for her; to having teverally and ſolemnly taken their 
Cong s, firſt of the Father,. and thenot the Daughter, they take Horie and away. 
) Now as they are riding home towards Fames, as it is a ſenlible and heart-killing 
griefe to La Pratiere, ſo ſoone to be deprived of her Yalſd#tains deare and {weet 
company., ſo againe ſhe cannot refrainetrom ſmiling, to fee how ingratetully and 
ſabtilly @»atbriſſor goes to work to betray his Brother, in {eeking to obt+ine her for 

imſelfe in marriagez but meaſuring the integrity of the one, by the rreachory of 
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the other. and Lkewiſe remembring her promile to Yalfontaine,to write to-him at the 
end of twodayesaftertheirdeparture, ſhe{by a confident Meilenger) accordingly 
ſends hun this Letter, 


La PRATIEKE to VALFONTAINE 


, MM; promiſe owes you this Letter, whereby F give you to underſtand,that I know not whe- 
ther you have greater cauſe to love me or hate your Brother Quatbriflon, in regard he 
| vowes. he affe@ts me dearer than your ſelfe, and hath attempted to rob you of your Wife , aud 
conſequently we of my Husband5 and as this is ingratitude inafriend, ſoit muſt needs he 
treachery in a Brother. JF have heard his courting » and ſeen his complements tending that 
way,but for your (ake Treliſh theſe with aiſt aſte,theſe with negleF,and himſelfe with contempt 
and diſdaine. He hath won my Father to his will; but reſt you confident (my deare Valfon- 
taine) that he neither can, nor ſhall draw we to his deſire. And becauſe true affeFion, eſpeci 
ally in accidents of this nature, cannot ſtill be exempt of fear, therefore if any ariſe, or engen- 
der in your thoughts, let this diſſipate and «ſpell it , that although my Father have baniſhed 
ou bis houje, yet his Daughter 3s (till death) conſtantly reſolved to retaine and cheriſh youin 

her heart, and none but you : Manage this your Pratieres advice with diſcretion towards 
Fatber, and not with choller towards your Brother,and be but alittle time a patient SpeFator 
of my affeFion and conſtancy to you, and you thall zſſnredly ſee him a@ his ows ſhame, andyour 

elory 5 41s affliction, and your content and deſire. 


LA PRATIERE. 


Valfontaine having received and read this Letter 4 the baſe ingratitude and foule 
treachery of his Brother S»atbriſſer, doth extremely afflit and torment him 3 yea, | 
the knowledge and remembrance thereof, throwes him into ſuch paſſions of choller, | 
and fumes of revenge, as orce he reſolved to right himſelfe on him, by ſending him | 
a Challenge,and fighting with him 5 vowing that the bonds of nature were not by far 
ſoſtrong , as thoſe of atfeCtion, and that his Brother having given the firſt cauſe of | 
offence,and breach ofamity betwixt them,it was no marvell that he took that courſe 
and preferred that forme of proceeding toany other. But then againe conſidering his 
deare La Prati: res injunction and prohibition from choller,this laſt reaſon ore-ſwaied 
and prevailed againſt his former reſolution, when knowing himlſelfe infinitely obli- 
ged to her for her courteſie , and conſtancy, ſo ſweetly expreſſed to him in this hee 
Letter, he can donolefle, than return heran anſwer thereof in requitall , the which 
hedoth by her own Meſlenger in theſe termes, 


Os 


VALFONTAINE to La PRATIERE. 


() F all men of the world, Tleaft thought that my Brother Quatbriſſon world have pro- 
ved my Rivall, in attempting to love you, becauſe he perfettly knowes, Taffef you farre 
clearer than the whole world, yea, this erreur (or as you juſtly terme it, this treachery) of his, 
3s ſo odious, ſo lrange to me, as it had far exceeded my beliefe, if your affetFion and conſtancy 
had not ſo courteonuſly revealed it to me in your Letter, the which I both bluſhed and palled to 
pernſe. Neither is it any thanks to him, that he miſſed of his deſire.in miſſing of zou, rather to 
your vertnous ſelfe, which diſtaſted his courting and complements for his own ſake , and diſ- 
dained him for mine. Deare and ſweet La Pratiere , in that my Brother hath wo your Fa- 
ther, I exceedingly pm. but in that T have not loſt his Daughter, Tfarre more triumph and 
rejoyce : But why think I of loſing you, ſith to call your conſtancy in queſtion, is 10 leſſe than to 
prophane your affection and my judgement, and ſo to make my ſelfe both uncapable andunwor- 
thy of you. for how can my love to you, retain any ſpice or ſpark of feare, for that being baniſhed 
your Fathers Houſe, I ans yet ſo happy, to recover ſo ſafe a Harbour and Sanitary, yea jo pre* 
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cions a Temple, as yaxr beart; In which regard it is every way fit , that your requeſts ſhouldbe 
$0 748 ge nay for otherwiſe my Sword had already called; fon es, if by EA Thad 
wot called my Brother to aſtri@ and ſevere account for this bis treachery. Twill ſtill obſerve 
your Father with reſpe&?, though he refuſe toreſpe@ me with obſervance and for my ingrate= 
l and treacherous Brather, he may ad his own ſhame andafſfli&ion , but cannot conduce to 
content, or deſire, becauſe that muſt ſoly proceed from your ſelfe, ſith in the ſweet enjoying of 
you to my Wife, conſiſts the only content of my life, and the chiefeſt of all my earthly felicity. 


VALFONTAILINE. 


Some two dayes after that Lz Pratiere was made joyfull with this anſwer of her 
Vdfoxtaine » ſhe hath againe ſorrowfull newes of @xatbriſſons arrivall to her Fathers 
houſe at Sarrt Aigraw, who had purpoſcly givenitout to his Brother FO_ at 
Vannes, that he rides to Hennbon, He here renewes his late ſute to the Father and 
Daughter, but he finds them both in the ſame humours and reſolutions, he left them, 
he willing, and ſhe coy,he deſirous to have him his Son in Law,and ſhe reſolute never 
to make him, but his Brother Yalfontaineher Huſband. He profereth her many rich 
gifts. and preſents, and-a blanck to write downe what Jointure ſhe mm tode- 
mand, but ſhe peremptorily refuſeth itall, and bids him beſtow it on ſome other, of 
whom it may finde better acceptance ; yea, I may ſafely ſay, and truly affirme, that 
their affeCtions are far more oppoſite, and contrary, then their {exes, for the more he 
ſees her, he loves her, and the oftner ſhe beholds him,the more ſhe hates himsſo that 
when he apparantly perceives, that ſhe deeply vowes to her Father,and himſelfe,on- 
ly to marry his Brother Valfontaire, or her Grave, he ſeeing his labour for the time 
preſent laſt, and his affeCtion to her in vainez having nothing left to comfort him 
againſt the repulſe of this amorous ſute, but the conſtant friendſhip of her Father, he 
forrowfully takes his leave ofthem,and rides home to Varmesbut as cloſe as be bears 
this bis Journey from his Brother Y/afontaine, yet Le Pratiere holds her ſelfe bound to 
ſignifie it to him, the which the very next day ſhe doth by her ſecond Letter, which 
ſpeaks thus, 


La PRATIERE to VALFONTAILINE. 


Hold it a part of my duty and effetFion to advertiſe you, that theſe two dayes, F have beene 
| bees importunately haunted Flr ſolicited by your unkinde Brother Quatbriſſon for aur- 
riege, but he bath found my firſt anſwer, to be wy ſtcond andlaſt 5 Tea Thaveſonipt his vaine 
bopes in their bloſſperes, by ſignifying ts him and my Father, my infallible reſolution, either to 
wed you or my Grave, as Ithink (except their bopes betray their judgements) the one is «fſu- 
red, and the ether confident, that tivte will make it apparant to the World, that my words will 
prove deeds, and that the leſt will make the firſt reall - But ifyour ſaid Brother will yet (nat- 
withſtanding farther exerciſe his fally in tvy patience , and ſo make himſelfe as ridiculous 0 
are, a5 to you be is treecherows, F (ont of the deare affeFion, and tender reſpet which I heave 
you) will then fall on my knees to my Father , tohaſten his conſent to ovr marriage; that ivs 
ſeeking my content, you may therein finde your own; andthis is my reſolution, wherewith if 
yours concur end ſympathize, Heauen may, but Earth ſhall not crofſe or deſires. 


La PRATIERE- 


 Valfentaine receives this ſecond Letter fram his Miſtreſſe with ſmiles and frowns; 
with ſmiles to ſee her inviolable conſtancy and affeftion , with frowns to behold his 
er Inatbriſſons continuall malice and treachery towards him , the which conli- 
dering (as alſo becauſe it ſoneerely coneernes him) he reſolves to tax him thereof, 
and to ſee whether (by faire requeſts and perſwalions) he may reclaime wy _ 
affeting 
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aftc(ting his faire and deere LaPraticre, and ſoto give over his ſate to her, but firſthe 
knowes'himlelfe indebted and obliged, to returne her an anſwer to this her laſt Let- 
ter, the which he doth in theſe termes. | 


VALFONTAINE to LA PRATIERE. 


]* # every way your affeGion, n0 way your duty { ſweet La Pratiere) which agaire advert;- 
ſeth me of my Brother Quatbriſlons perſeverance in his treachery towards we , by ſeeking 
to betray and bereave me of your ſelfe , in whons my heart and thoughts imparadiſe their moſt 
ſoveraigneearthly felicityz and your reſolution in nipping his __ and your Fathers will, by 
'd.'Fing me or your grave for your Husband, doth ſo raviſh my heart with joy , andſo rap my 
conceits iz an extuſie ofſweet content, as Iams confident God hath reſervedLa Pratiere, tobe 
Valfontaines ſweet IVife, and he to be her deare Hucband. But as I know not whether ny un- 
* kinde and treacherous Brother, will yet farther bewray you his folly, in exerciſing your pati- 
' ence with his 1mportunity ; ſo to ſave you that | bour andpenance , which for my jake and 
love you a: e realy to impoſe to your ſelfe , T am both ready audrejolved., not only to fall on my 
kr t oyour Father, but al'o to your ſweet ſelfe, that our marriage be haſtned 3 for as your re- 


Ss RS ae. -_ ores ic oe... vlfctcc 5 << a... "SY 


- jolition herein. is, andever ſhall be mine', ſo our hearts and thonghts ſympathiſing in theſe 


 maſhes, Thope that both Heaven and Earth have reſolved, not to crofſe, but ſhortly to conſum- 
mate and finiſh; our deſires. | | 


ah VarFonTalINg | 


"He having thus diſpatched and ſent away hisLetter , to his ſweet and faire Mj- |} * 
ſtreſſe;he now reſolves to have ſoine conference with his unkinde Brother,to ſee what Þ} #! 
a brazen face, heeither will, or can putupon this his ingratitude and treachery : But {| © 
®natbriſſons policie will anticipate and prevent him 3 for he having his heart and th 
contemplations deeply fixed on La Prat ever beauty,and having ranne overall thein- }} © 
ventions of his art and affeQtion, Kow to make her forſake her coyneſſe,and ſo howto | ® 
obtaine her for his Wife, he at laſt reſolves to faine himſelfe ſick , and ſo then tore- |} {4 
venle to bi: Brother Valfont4ine, that it is his deare and fervent affeQtionto Le Pratiere, || (6 
which is the cauſe thereof. To which purpoſe he keeps his Bed, andin his perfet || & 
health is twice let blood ,, thereby to look ill 5 when ſending for his brother to his 
Chamber, and exempting all other company thence, he acquaints and informes hit, 

"That ſince he firſt ſaw La Pratiere, he ſtill moſt tenderly loved her, and that he mult 
now die, becauſe ſhe will not affect and love him 3 He prayes and conjures him (by 
vertue of all the ſame blood which equally ſtreames in both their bodies) for the ſa- By 
*vingand preſerving of his life, thathe witl now abandon hisaffection from her, and || V 
ſoyecld him'up all the power and intereſt that he hath,or pretends to have 1n her,and dt 
*thar in rcquitall- thereof (if occafion require) he ſhall ſtill findehim ready , not only | 
'toexpoſe all his means, buthis deareſt blood and life at hiscommand : Arequeſt ſo || © 
unjuſt, and a propoſition ſo devoide of common ſenſe and reaſon, as YValfort ins ob» Þ| Pt 
Ferving it, and therein ſeeing his Brothers impudency, now growne to the height of th 
baſencfle and'folly,he exceedingly incenſed thereat (with a diſdainfull look) returns | W 
him this ſharpe and bitter, yet deſervedireply. Was it not enough that I underſtood || nx 
your treachery, by my faire and deare La Pratiere, in ſeeking andattempting to be- 
'Teave me of her, but that thou art thy ſelfe become ſo ſottiſh, tomake thy tongue the | An 
Advocate, as well to pleade and apologiſe thy treachery to me, as to publiſh thy fe 


'ſhimetothy ſelfe, and tothe whole world, in ſeeking and deſiring me to furceaſe my || fe! 
-affettionto het, and torenounce my intereſt of her to thy ſelfe:: No, no; baſe 9vsj- | & 


briſſen (for heneeforth I highly diſdaine'to terme or-<ſteeme you my Brother) I give || te! 
thee to underſtand and know,that inheart, and in honour ſhe is mine, and I hers,and br 
therefore you ſhall die and damne ;''before I will permit thee to inrich thy .ſelfe with 
my 
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—yiolle of her, whom I affe& and priſe a thouſand times dearer than my felfe, or 
than all the lands and treaſures of the Worldz when without any other farewel), 
ke haſtily and cholerickly flings forth his Chamber from him. 

9uatbrifon (ecing his Brothers furious departure, and remarking his peremptory 
and incrvill anſwer to him, hee (in his heart and thoughts) vowes revenge, and in his 
reſolutions {weares to make him repent it. To which effect, forſaking his bed, and 
tbandoning{his counterfeit ſickneſle, his choller hardly affording his patience three 
dayesto.xecover his bloud and ſtrength, but knowing his Brother to be now at Nantes 
with their Uncle De Maſſy,he ſeekes outadeare and intimate friend of his namedMox- 

arL4 Reche,whomingagingto be his Second ina Duell againſt his own Brother Val- 
{ontaine;they ride over-to Nanteswhen comming to a.fmall Pariſb,termed $. Valteree, 
within'a league of, the City, bee writes a Challenge, delivers it to £4 Roche, and fo 
diſpeegds him away with itto his Brother. La Rechecomes to Nantes, findes out Valſon- 
14ine at the Preſident, his Uncles houſe, being in the company of a very intimate 
friend of his; of that City, named Morſewr de Pont Chanſey, and delivercth him his 
Brothers Challengefaſte ſealed, the which hee haſtily breaking open, and peruling, 
he findes that it ſpeakes this Language. 


QuaTBRIsSSON to. VALFONTAILNE: 


| 3s fit that one of #5 die, that the 6ther may ſurvive analive;to be enriched with ſo precious 
a treaſure, and crowned with ſo ineſtimable a blejſirg and felicity 5 which conſtdering, as 
alſo becanje my moxeſt requeſts have(undeſervedly) met with thy incivill carriage. and been re= 
quited with thy malicious execrations, T herefare finde it not ſtrange, to ſee affetion give 8 
Law to Nature, and mine honour to contemne thy contempt and malice, in inviting thee and 
thy Second, to meet me and mine wi th pour fingle Rapiers, to morrow twixt tw? or three after 
dimer, in a faire medow at the Eaſt end of Saint Vallery, mithin a little flight ſhot thereof, 
where thou ſhalt finde this Gentleman (whom I have prayed to be the Bearer hereof) who will 

afely condu@ thee to me, where Iwill patiently attend thee', Texped# no other anſwer but thy 
felfe, neither doe I any way doubt (much leſſe deſpaire) of thy meeting mee, ſince by birth 1 
know thou art Noble, and by inclination pretenaest to be Generous. 


[ N regard it 72 impoſſible for both of us to enjdy the faire La Pratiere to Wife, therefore it 


QUATBRISSON. 


Palfontaine ſmiles atthe reading of this Challenge, and 1nconceit laughing at his 
Brother ©xatbriſſons errours and tolly, hee cheerfully turneshimſclfe to La Roche, to 
whom he ſpeakes thus. Morfrenr La Roche, I make no doubt but you are Qwatbriſſors 
Second 3 to whom he replies; My reſpect to, your Brother hath engaged mee there- 
unto, inſtead of a more worthy,and yetlI ingemiouſly.confeſle and proteſt (Sir quoth 
he) thatT have promiſed no more to him, than (1f occaſion preſented )I am ready to 
performe for your ſelfe. Yalfortaine thankes him, and prayes him to returne hisBro- 
ther ®watbriſſon this anſwer, That to morrow at the appointed houre and place hee 
will not faile to meete him : When entreating Lz &oche to walke with him into the 
next Chamber, hee told him, hee preſumed hee ſhould ſhew him his Second 5 when 
Valfontaine taking Pont Chanſey tothe window, he ſhewes him his Brothers Challenge, 
and prayes him to honour him in being his Second. Port Chanſey (not out of any 
feare in himſelfe, but in love to theſe two Brothers) asa Chriſtian Gentleman pro- 
fereth toride over to Pwatbriſſon to Saint Vallery, and toule his beſt power and en- 
deavours to take up and reconcile theſe differences betweene them 3 but La Roche 
telles him hee may ſave that journey and labour, For(that to his knowledge) Quat- 
brifſon is both reſolute aud irreconcileable inthat quarrell z whereupon Port Chanſey 
freely engageth himſelfc to Yalfortaine, and fo _ two Seconds-(though not as lo- 
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ving friends, yet as friendly. and honourable Enemies) very ſecretly that evening 


provide their Rapiers, which done, La Roche rides backe to Saixt Yallery, acq vainting: 


S-atbriſſon with his Brother Yalfortaines generous reſolution, to meete and fight wih 
him the next day, as alſo that Port Charſey 15 his Second : And although (by th einſii- 
gation of Sathan) that Choller and Revenge make minutes ſeeme houres,and houres 
yeares, ere it hath wrought his wiſhed effects, and effeGed his bloody defignes: So 
theſe: our foure raſh and inconſiderate Gentlemen (more full of Valour than Ver- 
tue, and of Courage than Chriſtianity) the houre appointed for the Rendezvoys 
approaching, and 9ratbriſſon with his Chirargion, being firſt in the field, hath diff. 
cultly made two turzes, before La Roche uſhereth in his Brother Yalfont ai7e, his Se 
cond Port Chaxſey an1 their Chirurgionz when they all tying up their Horſes to the 
hedge, they (according to the cuſtome of Duels) doe all throwoff their dablerg, 
and each unbooting his fellow,they appeare intheir filke ſtockings and white pumps, 
asif they were fitter to dance Corazto's or Pavins, than to fight Duels. 7 
So the two Brothers firſt draw, and approach each other, and at their firſt com- 
ming up, Yalfontaine (without being. touched hinfelte) gives 2x:tbriſſon a deepe 
wound 1n his right thigh, and if his Rapier had not beaten downe the rhruſt, it had 
undoubtedly nailed him to the ground 3 at their ſecond encounter they are both 
hurt, @zatbriſſon in the right arme, and Yalſontaine of a {Carre in the nccke, and heere 
they make a ſtand to take breath, @zatbriſſor not as yet deſpairing, nor Yal/ontaine tri- 
umphking or aſſuring himſelfe of theVictory,and the ſight andeffufion of ther blood 
is ſo farre fromrebating or quenching, as it rather revives their Courages with more 
ſpleenc and animoſity, ſo they will againe try their fortunes 3 They now traverſe 
their ground, and approach each other,and although they are not lefle valorous than 
before, yet (tothe eyes of their Seconds and Chirurgions) they are now more cautib 
ous intheir plea, and more adviſed in chooſing and refuſing their ground, when Y4- 
fortaine breaking a thruſt (which his Brother preſented him) he then calling romind 
the ſweeteneſle of his La Pratieres beauty, and the foulneſle of his Brothers malice 
and treachery towards him, drives home a thruſtat him, which entereth betwixt his 
ſhort ribbes, and making the blood to guſh and ſ{treame forth, doth ſoone quaile his 
courage; ſoashe whoright now thought himſelfe maſter of his Brothers life, now 
feares his owne, ſo that he thinkes he hath given enough, if not received too much in 


counter-exchange, as well to ſecure his reputation from the ſcandall of his friends, . 


asto warrant his Generoſity from the detraCticn of his Enemies, and therefore thro- 
wing away his Rapier, he (with more wiſedome than honour) begges his life of his 
Brother, vowing henceforth wholly to forſake and leave him-La Pratiere, and tolove 
him as dearely as formerly hee hated him deadly : Which cowardiſe of his, isſo 
farre frem being reliſhed, or approved of the SpeQatours, as it proves the wonder 
of Valfontaine, the laughter of Pont Chanſey, the diſdaine of hisowne Second Le 
Roche, and the contempt of both their Chirurgions 3 but Yalfortaine was as benigne 
as nerdy was baſe and envious, and asnoble as he was treacherous, and ſo upon 
his ſubmiſſion,he ſheathes up his ſword,gives him hislife,and with his hat in his hand 
embraceth him, andthus with many fraternall words and complements, theſe two 
Brothers (in all outward ſhew)ere againe reconciled, and become perfedt friends: 
Buttheend proves all things. 

Now to follow the ſtreame of our Hiſtory, and the ceremonies of Duels, we mult 
paſſe from ©»atbrifſon and Valfortaine the Principals, to La Roche and Pont Chanſey, 
their Seconds, to ſee in what ſhape they will come forth, and how they reſolve to 
beare themſelves in the conc!uſion,and knitting up of this reconciliation; As for Port 
Chaxſey, hee thinkes it nu diſparagement or ſhame to him now to refuſe to fight, (ith 
his Principall hath given his Fnemy the foile, in giving him hislife z but contra- 
riwiſe, La Roche being Second to the Challenger, not the Challenged, hee therefore 


holds it nolawfull plea or excuſe for him to exempt himſelfe from fighting, Por? 
Chanſeys 
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thanſeys modeſty ſeemes toover-vaile his valour with filence and indifferency, which . 
the inſulting vanity of La Roche doth ſo far miſconſtrue, as heerroniouſ] y attributes 
it, rather to teare and cowardiſe, than to reaſon or jadgement. The v7orſt of Port, 
rev ke malice venteth no other ſpeeches and language, but that he will follow and 


I zbide the cenſure of their Principals, whether they being their Seconds owight to fight 


or no,and accordingly he is ready either to retire er advance 3 but La Roches internpe= 
rate paſſions(ying a higher pitch)with much vehemency and choller proteſteth,that 
he came into the field purpoſely to fight,and not to keep ſheep, or to catch flies with 
his Rapier. The two Brothers interpoſe and conſult hereon, and dojoyntly affirme, 
that becauſe they themſelvesare reconciled, and become good friends, they hold it 
repugnant to reaſon and contradictory tO the right and nature of Duels, that their 
&&conds ſhould once draw their weapons, much lefle fight; But this neither doth nor 
can as yet ſatisfie La Roche, whoſe cholleris now become ſo boundleſle, as he inlofty 
termes elevateth Yalfortaines valour to the skies,and dejeteth @xatbrifſons cowardile 
z5low as Hell, begging permifſion of the one to fight with his Second, and peremto- 
ily informing the other, that he will tight, but both <uatbriſſon and Yalfontaine con- 
demn thoſe fumes,and this heat of La Koche,and are fo far from applauding it in him, 
25 they (in downright termes) repute it to temerity and raſhneſſe, and not to magna- 
nimity and valours yea, his p——_ hath ſo provoked and moved their patience, 
2 (not in jeſt but incarneſt) they bandy theſe words to him, that he glorieth ſo much 
in his generoſity, as in now ambitiouſ]y ſceking to adde to his valour, he ſubſtrateth 
from his jadgement. When Port Chanſey (to retort and wipe off the leaſt taint or ble- 
miſh, which either La Roche, or the two Brothers might conceive, lay on his reputati- 
on)thinks 1t now high tithe te ſpeak, becauſe as yet he had ſpoken ſo little,and prayes 
La Roche to finde out ſome expedient, either that they might returne as loving 
Friends, or fight it out as Honourable enemies, and that for his part be is ſo far from 
the leaſt ſhaddow of feare, or conceit of cowardiſe, as he tels him plainly, he ſhall 
finde his Rapier of an excellent temper.and his heart of a better : Whereupon vaine 
and miſerable La Roche, conſulting with nature, and not with grace ; he to give end 
to this difference, reſolves on an expedient as wretched, as execrable, the which he 
propoſeth to Poxt Chanſey and the two Brothers in theſe termes3 That the only way; 
and his laſt re{olution is, that a faire paire of dice ſhall be the Judge and Umpier be- 
tween them, and that who throwes moſt at ane caſt, it ſhall be in his choice either to 
fight or not to fight, whereunto Port Chauſey willingly conſenteth, although Qwatbriſ- 
ſon and Yalfontaine'do in vaine contradict and oppole it. But the decree 1s paſt, and 


| La Roche (very officious in his wickednefle , and forward in his impiety) ſpreads his 


Cloak on the ground, drawes a paire of Dice forth his Pocket, and becauſe he was of 
the —_—— ſide, he will throw firſt, which he doth, and the fortune of the Dice 
gives him ſeven 3 Port Chayſey followes him and likewiſc taking the Dice throwes ons 
ly five: Whereat La Roche graceleſlcly inſulting and triumphing,with an open throat 
cryes out, fight, fight. fight; and ſo preſently drawes his Rapier. Port Chauſey ſeeing 
his enemy armed, thinks it no longer, either ſafe or honourable for him to be uhar- 
med, when (yet with a kinde of religious reluftancy, and unwilling willingneſle) he 
likewiſe unſheathes his Rapier, and ſo without any farther expoſtulation, they here 
approach each other : But becauſe (for brevities ſake) I reſolve to paſle over the cir- 
cumſtances , and only to mention the iſſue of their ſingle combate, let me (before I 
proceed farther) in the name and feare of God conjure the Chriſtian Reader; here 
toadmire with wonder and admiration, at his ſacred Providence, and divine Juſtice 


Which in the ifſue of this Duecllis made conſpicuous and apparant to theſe two raſh 


and inconfiderate Gentlemen, the Combatants, and in them toall others of the 
whole world; For loe, juſt as many picks aseach of them threw on the Dice,ſo many 
wounds they ſeverally received each from other, as Pont Chayjey five, and La Roche 


ſeven, and he who ſoextremely deſired to fight, and fo _ lythirſted after Poxt 
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Claujezes blood, is now here by him nailed dead to the ground, and his breathleſs 
corps all gored and waſhed in his own blood. A fearfull example and remarkable 
prefident forall bloody minded Gentlemen of theſe our times, to contemplate and 
look on, becauſe wretched La Roche was io miſerable, as he had no point of time to 
{ee hi> errour, no ſpark of grace to repent it. 

Sn #briſſon and his Chirurgion (as ſorrowfull for his death,as his Brother Yalfor. 
taine Bglad thereof) take order for his decent tranſporting to the Citiez whiles 
fentaine congratulates with Poxt Chauſez for his good fortune and victory; who for his 
ſafety fiies to Blaver,untill the Duke of Rayes (to whom he was homager) kad procy- 
red and ſenthim his pardon from the King,the which in few weeks after he eflctiel, 
Menfrenr de Caerſtainge, and Maidamoyſelle Ville-blanche his Wife are advertiſed of their 
two Sons quarrell at Saint-Vallery, and of the cauſe and ifiue thereof, who condemne 
Quatbriſſon tor his treachery and malice, and applaud Yalfontaine for ſo nobly giving 
of his Brother his life , when it lay 1n his power and pleaſure to have deprived him 
thereof, which newes is likewiſe ſpeedily conveyed firſt to Naxtes, and then to Saint- 
Aignaw,where Pennelle as much grievs at ©ratbriſſox; toile and diſgrace,as his Daugh- 
ter our faire La Pratiere triumphs at her YValfortazues victory, and becauſe the will no 
longer be deprived of his preſence, whoſeabſence deprives her of all herearthly cog- 
tent and felicity, ſhe makes her prayers and tears become ſuch inceſſant Orators, and 
importunate Advocates to her Father, as ſhe now drawes his free conſent totake val 
fontaine for her Huſband, which at laſt to their own unſpeakable joy, and the appro 
bation and content of ail their Parents of either ſide,isat Sezzt-4;enaw performed and 
conſummated with much pompe and bravery. ; 

But albeit @watbrifſon (as we have formerly underſtood) have all the reaſonsof 
the world.,to be fully and fairly reconciled to his Brother Yalfortaixe, yea (and accor 
ding to his promiſe and oath) to affect him tenderly and dearly , yet where the heart 
jisnot ſanctified and 1n peace, the tongue may pretend though not intend it 3 For the 
more he gazeth on his Siſter in law La Pratieres beauty , the more the freſhneſle and 
delicacy thereof, revives and inflames his laſcivious luſt towards her,when knowing 
her to be aschaſte as faire, and being confident that ke was out of all hope to receive 
any immodeſt courteſie, or fannliarity from her, whiles her Husband his Brother 
Valfontaine lives , the Devill bath already taken ſuch full poſleffion of his heart , as 
(with a belliſh ingratitude and impiety) he wretchedly refolves te deprive him of his 
life,of whom as it were but right now he had the happineſle to receive his own. 

As ſoonas we think of revenge we meerly forget our ſelves, but when we conſeat 
to murther we abſolutely forget God 3 for that helliſh contemplation,and this inhu- 
mane and bloody ation, doe inſtantly work ſo wretchedly in us, —_— Men we be- 
come Monſters, and (which is worſe) of Chriſtians Devils; for thereby we make our 
ſelves his ſJavesand members. A miſery to which all others are not comparable, be- 
cauſe thoſe are finite, in regard they have only relation to the life of our bodies but 
this infinite in regard it occaſioneth the death of our ſoules : But all this notwithſtand- 
ing, it isnot in jeſt but in earneſt, that @xatbriſſor aſſumes this bloody reſolutionto 
murther his Brother Yalfonteine 3 For ſeeing that it wasneither in his power or for- 
tune to kill him in the Duel], he therefore holds it more ſafe, lefſe dangerous,to have 
him poyſoned, and fo deals with his Brothers Apothecary, named Morcallier, to un- 
dertake and performe it, andin requitall thereofhe afſureth him of three hundred 
crownes, and gives him the one halfe in hand , whereupon this FaQor of the Devill, 
this Emperick of Hell, confidently promiſeth him ſpeedily to effe& and performeit, 
the which he doth, The manner thus. | 

Valſontaine within (1x weeks of his marriage, findes his body in an extreame heat, 
ſome reputing it toanexceſle of wine, which he had the day before taken at Poxrtivie 
Fair, and others for having bin too amorous and uxorious to his ſweet young wife L 
Praticre3 but it matters not which excelle of theſe two gave him his ſickgelſle, — 
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[ct it ſatisfie the Reader, that (as we have already heard) his body was very much in- 
flamed and hot, the dangerous ſymptomes either of a burning Feaver, or a Plutifte, 
the which to allay and coole, he ſends for his Apothecary Moncallier from Ynnes to 
Saint- Aignaw, and after their conſultation he openeth him a veine very rimely in the 
maqrning, and drawes ten ounces of blood from him, and towards night gives him a 
Gliſter, wherein he infuſed (trong poyſon, which ſpreading ore the vitall parts of his 
body, doth ſo ſoone work 1ts operation, and extinguiſh their radicall moiſture, that 
being the molt part of the night tortured with many ſharpe throes, and heart-killing 
convulticns, he before the next morning dyes in his bed : His Wife La Pratiere being 
deſperately vanquiſhed with iorrow, doth (as it were) diflolve and melt her ſelfe in- 
to teares, at this ſudden and unexpected death of -her Huſband Yalfdxtaine, and in« 
dced her griefs and ſorrowes are farre the more infinite and violent, in that ſhe ſees 
her ſelfe a Widowalmoſt as ſoone as a Wife. Her Father 1s likewiſe penfive and ſor- 
rowfull for the death of his Sonne 1n Law. and (ſo alſo is his own Father and Mother 
at Vaxnes. But for his inhumane Brother ®aatbriſſon, although he neither can, or 
ſhall bleare the eyes of God, yet he intends rodo thoſe of men, from the knowledge 
and detection of this foule and bloody fact; for he puts on a mournfull and diſconſo- 
late countenance,on his rejoycing and triumphing heart, for the death of his Brother, 
the which he endeavoureth to publiſh in his ſpeeches and apparell; ſc he ridesover 
to Saint Aignaw to his Siſter in Law La Pratiere,condoles with her for her Huſband his 
Brothers death,and with his beſt oratory ſtrives to diſſipate and diſfell her forrowes; 
but ſtill her thoughts and conſcience do notwithſtanding prompt her, that confide- 
ring his former afteCtion to her, and his fighting with his Brother her Huſband for 
her) ſure he had a hand in his death, but in what manner or how ſhe knowes not,and 
ſo asa moſt vertuous and ſorrowfull Lady , leaves the revealing thereof ro the good 
pleaſure and providence of God and the curtous heads both of Naztes and Varnes 
concur with her in the ſame conceit and beliefe. 

But three moneths are ſcarce paſt over, fince YValjontaine was laid 1n his grave, but 
Buatbriſſon 1s {till ſo deeply beſotted with his own luſt, and the beauty of La Pratiere, 
as he ſels his wit for folly, and againe becomes a Sutor to marry her, having none 
but this poore Apologie to colour out his inceſtuous defires3 that he will procure a 
diipenſation from Koxze toapprove itz and that he hath already ſpoken to Yver Bi- 
ſhop of Reimres to thateflect , who was many yeares Penitentiary (or Almoner) to 
Pope Pauls Quintvs. And what doth this 1ndiſcretion of his work with £4 Pratiere, 
but only to increaſe her jealouſie, to confirme her fuſpition, and to make her the 


-more confident, that her Huſband had been ſtill in this World it he had not been 


the means ſo ſoon toſend himinto another: Wherefore ſhe rejecteth both his (ute 


and himſelfe, tels him, that if he can finde in his heart and conſcience to merry her, 


ſhe cannot diſpence with her ſoule toeſpouſe him , and therefore thar hee ſhall-do 
well to ſurceaſe his ſute, either to the Pope or Biſhop, fith if itlay in their pow- 
ers, yet it ſhould never in her pleaſure to grant, or reſolution toeffett it 3 but this per- 
emptory refuſall of hers cannot yet cauſe @zatbriſ/on to forſake and leave herz Forit 
his luſt and concupiſcence formerly made him p:eviſh to ſeek her for his Wite,now it 
makes him meerly ſottiſh and impudentto alter his ſute,and ſc to attempt and defire 
tomake her his Strumpet:But he hath no ſooner delivered her this baſe and obſcene 
motion,., but all the blood of her body fluſhing in her face, ſhe highly difdaineth 
both his fpeeches and himſelfe,, and vowingand ſcorning henceforth ever more to 
comeinto hts company, ſo ſhe informes her Father of his diſbonourable intent, and 
unchaſte motion'to her,who to rid himfelf at ſo uncivill and impudent a gueſt,there- 
upon(in ſbarpe termes forbids hiay his Houſe.and his Daughters company.as having 
tereby , altogether ;:made himſelfe/ynwortbyto'enjoy the priviledge of theone, or 

e honour of the other, when this ſweetarid chaſte young Lady (to be no more 
launted with ſo laſcivious a Ghoſt and Spirit) being — 2 marriage by divers _ 

| 3 e 


I. YI 


gio _ Gods Revengeagainſl Murther. PBooke V 


Dans, 


ble and gallant Gentlemen, ſhe among them all (after a whole years mourning for 
her firſt) makes choice of Moxſiexr de Pont Chanſey for her ſecond Huſband, and may- 
ries himz 9athri/ſox ſeeing himſclfe fo diſdainfully fleighted and rejefted of Li Pra- 
tiere, he (as a baſe Gentleman, and difhonourable Lover) metamorphoſeth his affe- 
ion into hatred towards her , and vowes that his revenge ſhall ſhortly match her 
diſdaine, and meet with her ingratitude, and ſo flies her ſight and company as much 
as he formerly deſired it. But as the beſt revenge is tomake our enemies ſee that we 

roſper and do well, ſo hequite contrary makes it his practiſe and ambition to do 
evill; for from henceforth among many other of his vices hedefileth his body with 
whoredome, and gives himſelfe over to Fornication and Adultery,which hath taken 
up ſo deepe a habitinhim, as itis now growne toa ſecond nature, for he wholly 
abandoneth himſclfe to Queans and Strumpets, that be ſhe Maide, Wife,or Widow, 
his wanton eye ſcarce ſees any, but his luſtfull heart defireth, and his Iaſcivious 
tongue ſeeks. | : 

Now @xatbriſſox (among many other) hearing that a poore Peaſant,or Countrey- 
man, termed Renre Mallior, of the pariſh of Saint Andrewes, three miles from Yarnes, 
had a ſweet and faire young Daughter, he therefore very lewdly reſolvesto ſee her, 
and to tempt her tohis obſcene deſires, when provoked and halled on by his luſt, as 
that was likewiſe by the Devill, he rides over to her Fathers houſe, and alighting 
from his Horſe cals there for ſome wine, but with his Hauk on his fiſt,and his Laquay 
and Dogs at his heels, thereby the better to over-vaile and colour out his laſcivious 
defigne and intent : And that the Reader may the better and apparantly behold this 
countrey Virgin Marieta; ſhe was aged of ſome ſixteene yeares, and towards her {e- 
venteenth, tall and ſtraight, and rather a little enclining to fatneſle than to leanneſſe; 
her haire was ofa bright flaxen colour, and ſhe of fo freſh a beauty , and ſweet deli- 
cate complexion, that her eyes were.capable to inflame deſire, and her cheeks to en- 
gender and exaCt affeCtion,{othatas it wasa wonder among many to finde ſodelicate 
a Countrey-laſle, it was alſo many wonders in one,to ſee how ſweetly her rich beau- 
ty graced her poore clothes, whiles they (though 1n vaine) endeavour to diſgrace it, 
9uatbriſſon no ſooner lees Marieta, but ſhe 1s ſo faire and amiable in his eyes, as they 
informe him, that report comes infinitely ſhort of her beauty , when burning in the 
flames of his beaſtly concupiſcence towards her, his luſt ſo exceedingly outbraves 
his reaſon, that his eyes and heart doalready do homage tohers, and he is ſo farre 
caught and inſnared inthe contemplation of her freſh youth and beauty,ashe vowes 
to leavenoart unattempted to obtain his Juſtfull defires in enjoying of her virginity: 
To which end he very often & ſecretly viſiteth her, diſcovereth her his lewd deſires 
and affection, gives her Gloves, Bonlace, Lawne, worſted Stockings,and thelike tri- 
files, thereby the fooner to prevaile with her, when God knowes this faire poor Mat- 
den was ſo chaſte, as yet ſhe knew not what belonged to unchaſtity, ſuch was her ob- 
ſcure dwelling, and innocent education, and yet behold the Devill was ſo buſie with 
her, and 9xatbriſſon with the Devill, to-draw and proſtitute her to fin, as ſhe was ſo 
farin love with hisgay clothes, ſugred ſpeeches and faire promiſes, rich gifts, and 
eſpecially becauſe he wasa Gentleman, that ina few weeks ſhe had hardly the power 
or will todeny him any thing, no not her ſelfe. 

"But whiles thus Quatbr:ſon layes cloſe fiege tothe chaſtity of the Daughter, her 
Mother are Chaumett (being of a quick wit and ſharpe apprehenſion, meaſuring hts 
youth by her Daughters beauty) begins to miſtruſt and feare that by his often viſits, 
he endeavoured to put a rape on her vertue, infeeking to inrich himſelfe with the 
loffe of her maiden-head, the which toprevent, ſhe forbids him her houſe, ſhewing 


' himrhatſhe had ratherdye; than liveto ſeeher Daughter made a'Strumpet, adding 


farther, that if hereupon he did not forbeare her houſe and her Daughters company, 
ſhewould forthwith acquaint his Father Monſieur de Caerfainge therewith, alleadgin 

that how cloſe ſoever he bore himſelfe, ſhe knew him to be his Sonne and Heireand 
> termed 
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termed uatbriſſen;which croſle ſpeeches of hers do much afflict and per plex him,and 
the more becauſe he ſees he cannot now approach Marieta, and which is worlt of all, ' 
in regard he knowes not whom to employ towards her, to win her to his delires ; But 


at length remembring that he was well acquainted with an old Franciſcan Frier of 


Auroy, named Father Symplician, who many yeares begged the Countrey for the re- 
payringof their Monaſtery, and with whom he had often carouſed and been merry : 
He therefore holds him a fit Inſtrument and Agent for his purpoſe, and fo rides over 
to Auroy, and ſendsfor him to his lodging, where giving him good cheere , and well 
heating his head with wine, he there from point to point diſcovereth this ſecret, and 
layes open himſelfe to him : So this old Frier loving his cups better than 


| his Beads, and Morfteur de ©xatbriſſon better than his Guardian (becauſe he 


had twice formerly expelled him the Monaſtery for ſome of his diſhoneſt 
and debauched prancks) hee freely engageth himſelfe to him, affirming 
that hee well knew both Father, Mother, and Daughter, having hereto- 
fore many times layen in their houſe, when he hath been overtaken, either by night 
Or raine. 

Hypocriſie is the Devils Maſk or Viſard, and there is no way ſo ſabtle or finfull 
to deceiveas under the Cloak and Colour of Religion, and therefore it is a moſt per- 


' nitious and odious thame to Chriſtians , that thoſe who profelle piety ſhould pro- 


phaneit, This good Fellow Frier Symplician (taking the tide of time, and the winde 
of opportunity) under the pretext of viſiting ſome of his Kinsfolks leaves Auroy, re- 
paires to Yaxres, and ſoto Malliots houſe in the Countrey , where purpoſely faining 
himſelfe ſick, thereby to procure himſelfe the better colour for his ſtay, and the bet- 
ter means for the diſpatch of this love bulineſſe for Monſieur ©uatbrifſon, there Malliot 


'and his Wife Jaxe Chanmet(out of their reſpect to Religion,and reverence to Chutch- 


men) entertaine him lovingly, and attend him carefully and diligently, thinking no 
coſt too much, nor any meat, care or labour enough which they ſpent and beſtewed 
on him But we ſhall ſee him requite this Hoſpitality , and repay this courteſie of 
theirs with a baſe ingratitude. 

For in the abſence of the Father and Mother, this deboſhed Fryer teacheth their 
faire Daughter Marzeta a new Catechiſme; he tels her that Monſieur £natbriſſon is 
deeply wm love with her that if ſhe will hearken to his affeCtion, and ſo become flexi- 
ble to his deſires, he will ſhortly ſteale her away from her Parents, and either main- 
taine her Gentlewoman-like in brave apparell , or elſe marry her to ſome rich Ser- 
ving-man, or Farmers Sonne, with whom ſhe might hve merrily, and at her hearts 
content altthe dayes of her lifez adding withall , that it was pity her delicate freſh 
beauty ſhould be ſo ſtritly and obſcurely mewed up in herFathers poorCottage,and 
that it wasa ſhame to her to provean enemy to Nature, who had been ſo bountifull 
and ſo true a friend toher, with many more obſcene reaſons, and deboſhed ſpeeches 
looking that way, the which (in modeſty) I cannot remember without ſhame, nor 
relate without deteſtation. So this pandariſing old Fryer (degenerating from his 
habit, profeſſion, and name,) what with the honey, (or rather indeed the poyſon) of 
his ſpeeches and promilſes, and the ſugar of ſome gifts and tokens which he delivered 
her from ©vatbriſſpx, he drawes this harmeleſle and innocent poore countrey Maide, 
ſo far to forget her ſelfe, her Parents, and God, that in hope of rich apparel], and a 
good Huſbaud, ſhe tels her Father Sympliciar; that ſhe is wholly @atbriſſons at com- 
mand, and that for his ſake and love ſhe is abſolutely refolved to forſake her Father 
and Mother, and togo away with him any night or day , whey he pleaſeth to fetch 


hers the which he ſhortly doth, and ſhe accompliſheth : And thus was the odious in- 


gratitude of this Fryer Sympliciar, towards honeſt Malliot and his Wife, for his goo@ 
cheere, lodging,and entertainment, to betray and bereave them of their only childe 


- and Daughter, whom they well hoped would have proved the joy of their life, and 


the ſtaffe and comfort of their Age. 
Duatbriſfots 
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9ratbriſſon (in the vanity of his voluptuous thoughts) having thus (by himſelfe 
and the Fryer) played his prize in ſtealing away faire Mayieta,he by night brings her 
to his own old Nurſe her houſe, whichis a little mile diſtant from thar of his Father, 
where he ſecretly keeps her , takes his pleaſure of her, and as often as he plea ſeth, 
lies with her whole nights together; but Marreta's forrowfull Father and Mother ſee- 
ing themſelves thus robbed of their only Jewell their Daughter, they bitterly lament 
her loſle, and their own misfortunes therein. They complaine to all their Neighbours 
thereof,and leave few adjacent Pariſhes or Houſes unſought for her ; yea her Mother 
Jane Chanmets griefe and jeaJouſte tranſport hero far,as vehemently ſuſpeCting thar 
Monſieur de Quatbriſſon had ſtolne her away, ſhe trips over to his Fathers Houſe, and 

there (with torrow in herlooks, and teares 1n her eyes) acquaints both him and the 
Lady his Wife thereof; who preſently ſend for their Son @zatbriſ/or before them. 
They ſhew him what an infinite ſcandall this foule fact and crime of his will breed 
him, and likewiſe refle& upon themſelves, and all their Kinsfolksand Family. How 
the juſtice of God infallibly attends on whoredome and fornieation,and that he hath 
no other true courſe or means left him toexpiate and deface it, but Confe-ſfion, Con- 
criticn, and Repentance, and by returning the poore Countrey Girle againe to her 
aged and ſorrowfull Parents: But 9z4tbriſ/qn their Son (as a baſe deboſhed Gentle- 
man) denies all, termes old Ma//zoets Wife an old Hag and Devill, to charge him thus 
falily with the ſtealing away of her Daughter; and fo without any other redreſlz or 
comfort, this poore Mother returnes againe home to her ſorrowfull Huſband, and 
®matbriſſon ſecretly to his Nurſes, to frollick and ſport it out with hig ſweet and faire 
Countrey Viltris Marieta. | . 

But to obſerve the better Order and Decorumin the dilation and unfolding of this 
Hiſtory, leave we (for a {mall time) this Jaſcivious young couple , wallowing 1n the 
beaſtly pleaſures of their ſenſuality and fornication, and come wea little to ſpeak 
how ſuddenly and ſharply (at unawares) the vengeanceand juſtice of God ſurprifeth 
vurexecrable Apothecary Moncal/zer,who ſo wretchedly and lamentably(as we have 
formerly underitood) had fent innocent Yalfortaine from Earth to Heaven, by that 
damnable drug and ingredient of poyſon. The manner whereof briefly is thus : 

®natbriſſon (as we have already ſeen) having exchanged his former affeftion inta 
future malice and envie towards his Siſter in Law La Pratzere, doth (tl retaine ſuch 
bloody thoughts ag1inſt her,as(ſ{triking hands with the Devill)he (in tavour of three 
hundred Crownes more) hath againe ingaged his helliſh Apothecary Mozcallier like- 
wiſe to poyſon her, at his firft adminiſtring of Phyſick to her; which intended de- 
plorable Tragedy of theirs 1s no ſooner projected and pletted of the one, then pro- 
miſed ſpeedilyto be acted and performed by the other, to the end (quoth theſe two 
miſerable wrertches) to make her equall, as in marriage, ſoin death with her firſt 
Hufbana YLalfentaive. Thus Quatbriſſon longing, and Moncallier hearkning out for 
L a Pratieres firft fickn-fe, two moneths are ſcarce blowne over, fince her martiage 
with Pont Charſey, but ſhe is ſurpriſed with a peſtilent Fever when he asa loving and 
kinde Husband (atthe requeſt of his ſick Wife) rides over to Yarwes for this Monſter 
of his profefiion and time Moncallier, to come with him and give her phyſick , the 
which preſently (with as much treacherous care, as feigned forrow) he promileth to 
efte*t > and ſo inwardly reſolves with the Devill, and him{elf2 to poyſon her : but we 
ſhall ſee here that Gods providence will favourably permit the firſt, and his goodneſle 
and mercy miraculouſly prevent the ſecond. _ 

Moncallier fees this his faire and ſweet Patient La Pratiere, but he is yet ſo far from 
thame or repentance that he had poyſoned her firſt Huſband,as (with a gracelefle ra- 

Tiocination) he confirmes his former impiousreſolution likewiſe to diſpatch her ſelf: 
but for that time he contenteth himſelfe only to draw ſix ounces'of blood from her, 
and promiſeth to returne to her the next morning with Phyſick , and therein to in- 
ſiauate and infuſe the poyſon, But here (in the feare, aad to the glory of God) let 

me 
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me requeſt the Chriſtian Reader to admire and wonder with me at th: ſirangeneft> 
of this ſudden and divine puniſhment of God, then and there ſhowne on this wretch- 
ed. Apothecary Monca/ier : For as he was ready todepart, and being on the top of 
the Stayres (next to the Chamber doore where L4Pratierelay lick) complementing 
with her Huſband Port Chayſey at his farewell, he trips in his Spurs, and fo fals down 
headlong at the foot thereof, there breaks his neck,and which 1s lamentable and fear- 
fall, he hath neither the power or grace lefthim to ſpeak a word, inuch letls tore- 
pent his cruell poyſoning of YValfortaine, or to pray unto God to forgive it him. And 
thus was the miſerable end of this wretched Apothecary Moncallier , who, when he 
abſolutely thought that that bloudy fact of his was quite defaced and forgotten of 
God, then God (as we ſee) in his due trme remembred to puniſh him for the fame, to 
kis utter confuſion and deſtruction, that as his crime was bloody , ſo his puniſhment 
ſhould be ſudden and ſharpe. 
 Returne we nowagaine to 9v4thriſſor (who amid(t his carnall pleaſures with his 
young and faire Marieta) is advertiſed of Moncalliers ſudden and unnaturall death at 
S: Aignaw,whereat (reſembling himſelfe) he is ſo far from any apprehenfion or grief, 
as he exceedingly triumpheth and rejoyceth thereat z yea, hes as glad that he hath 
thus broke his neck, becauſe he can now tellno tales, as forrowfull if now before his 
death he have not povſoned LaPratiere, as formerly he did her Husband Valfortaine 
his Brother. Whiles thus 2warbri/ons joy in enjoying Mariets, proves the griefeand 
diſconſolation of her Parents, for it is now generally bruted in Yanres, that @xatbriſ- 
ſor hath ſrolne away Malliots Daughter Marzeta, whereof her Father and Mother be- 
ing ſorrowfully acquainted (he being weak and fickly) ſhe again repaires to Mozſfer 
de Caerſtainge and his Lady, and with teares in hereyes throwing her ſclte at their 
feet, acquaints them with this publics report , humbly beleeching them to be a 
means tothe Gentleman their Son, that he reſtore them their Daughter 3 but they are 
(in a manner) deafe to her requeſts,and ſo only returne her this generall anſwer,that 
they will againe examine their Son, and cauſe all their Tenants houſes neere about to 
be narrowly ſearched for her , and this is all the redrefſe and conſol-tion which this 
forrowfull Mother could get from them; W hereof 9zatbriſſon being advertiſed, he 
(with much ſecrecy and haſte) about midnight, cauſerh Pzerot his Fathers Miller, to 
fetch Marieta away from his Nurſes houſe tohis Mill , which 1s ſome quarter of a 


League from his Fathers Houſe, the which accordingly Perot effecteth. The very 


next morning 9vatbriſ/or goes ſecretly tothe Mill and viſits her;he informes her tiow 
her Parents have incen{ed his againſt him,and againſt her ſelfe likewiſe; he bids her 
be of good comfort, that fhe ſhall want nothing, that he will very ſhortly procure her 
a better lodging, and provide both for her ſafety and reputation, and ſo continually 
frollicks it out, and there takes his pleaſure of her ; yea, helies ſo often with her ma- 
ny whole nightsand ſome dayes at this Mill, that at laſt her belly ſwels, and both of 
them apparantly perceive that ſhe is with childe by him : when poore ſoule, ſeeing 
her ſelfe asit were pent up in a priſon,that ſhe had no new apparell,nor was towards 
any Husband 3 yea, looking back into the fouleneſle of her fault, and ſeeing thar ſhe 
had made her ſelfe the griefe of her Father and Mother, the laughter of the world, 
and almoſt the diſdaine of @xatbriſſor, who(ſurterting in his pleaſureswith heQbegars 
now to look lefſe familiar, and more (trange to her than accaſtomed, ſhe with many 
lighes and teares repents her {elf of her errour;but how toremedy it,ſhz knowes not. 
As for 9zatbriſſon, he ſuppoling he had his Fathers Miller Perot at his command, 
profereth him two hundred French Crownes to marry her; whereat this Meale-cap 
Miller (being a luſty young fellow of ſome five and twenty years 0:4) could not at 
firſt refraine from bluſhing and laughing; when ſeeing Marieta to be young and faire, 
he is ſafarre in love with her, as at firſt he wiſheth her to his wife 3 but then againe 
conſidering that ſhe hath a great belly by his young Maſter , that he {till lyes with 
her, and that if he ſhould marry her, he would undoubtedly be more Maſter and 
OWNET 
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owner of her than himſclfe, he prayes him therefore to excuſe him, for that he is fully 
reſolved not to marry her. When ©#atbriſſon yet farther deſirous to draw him totake 
her to his Wife, profereth Pierot a new Leaſe and Eſtate of his Mill from his Father 
for ſeven years, at his own coſt and charges. But this Miller (being a pleaſant joviall 
wag) tels his young Maſter that he had rather never heare the clacking of his Mill; 
than to live to ſee himſelfe cornuted; and ſo upon no termes will marry Marieta, but 
for any other ſervice, he ſweares to him,that he 1s,and ever will be wholly at his com- 
mand. Poore Marieta now ſeeing her hopes grow ſmall, and her belly great, and con- 
ſequently her joyes decline, and her ſorrowes increaſe, finding that ſhe is now rather 
9ratbriſſons priſoner than his prize, and the Miller rather her Goaler than her Land- 
lord, (the with many far fetcht ſighes and briniſh tears) very paſſionately beſeecherh 
®ratbriſſon on her knees, that he will ſpeedily either provide her a Husband, or per- 
nit her with her ſhamefull and ſorrowfull burthen to returne home to her afflicted 
and angry parents. Two requeſts, and both ſoreaſonable (quoth ſhe to him) as if it 
be not 1n your power to grant me the firſt, yet I hope it will be your pleaſure not to 
deny me the ſecond. But @xatbriſſox, notwithſtanding all theſe teares and prayers of 
Marieta,he is {till ſo vexed,as well with her importunity,as with the ſharp complaints 
of his own Parents, and the bitter lamentations and outcries of hers, that (in the heat 
of ſottiſh choller and ingratefull diſdaine) he flies from her, abſents himſelfe longer 
then accuſtomed, and thenceforth (by degrees) begins as much toloathe her, as he 
formerly loved her. Marieta perceiving this k1s unexpected and ingratefull unkind- 
nefle towards her,it pierceth her very heart with griefe, and her ſoule with deſpaire; 
She requeſts the Miller to tell Monſieur de Quatbriſſonthat ſhe prayes him to ſee her,or 
to permit her to ſee him; but he perceivin that his young Maſter lighted her, and 
thathis hot affe&tion was by this time waxed cold and frozen to her,he refuſeth to go 
bimſelfe, and fo ſends his Boy 3 But what doth this importunity of hers procure or 
effect with Euatbriſſon, but only the more inflame his choller, and therein the more 
increaſe her own ſorrowes,and accelerate and haſten on her miſeries? For he bids the 
Boy tell her, that he is gone to Rexres, and will not returne ina moneth; and withall, 
he wils him to bid his Maſter to come ſecretly ts him inthe morning , at his Fathers 
Orchard.So if ©yatbriſſons unkindneſle to Marieta formerly made her ſeem to be the 
picture of ſorrow, Alas,now this his diſcourteous departure,and difdaining either to 
{ee her,or once bid her farewell,makes her really to be ſorrow her ſelfe;for ſhe tears 
her haire, and(with a mournfull and ſorrowfull Ambition) endeavoureth to drown 
her ſelfe in the Ocean ofher teares; yea, her griefes are ſo infinite, and her diſcon- 
tents ſo inſupportable (in that ſhe hath ſo deeply diſobeyed her Parents, and offen- 
ded God with her Fornication) as the remembrance of theſe fins and crimes of hers 
make hernot dare to look up to Heaven for aſſiſtance; a thouſand times ſhe repents 
her {clfe of her folly,and as often ſaith and diftateth to her,that ſhe ſhould be as hap- 
py as now ſhe is miſcrable, if ſhe againe were a childe, and not with childe, and that 
ſhe were againe as living in her Mothers belly, as now by this time ſhe findes her own 
poore unfortunate innocent babe is in hers. Sheas high as Heaven exclaimeth on 
9atbriſſens ingratitude, and curſeth the name and memory of Fryer Sywpliciar as 
low as Hell, for thus betraying and ſeducing herto fin, which hath now brought her 
to miſery and diſconſolation ; yea, her unfortunacy is ſogreat, as ſhe cannot write 
for aſſiſtance from any where, or if ſhee could, ſhee knowes mot from whom once to 
expe, much lefle to receiveit : butrather ſees her ſelfe reduced to ſuch extreme 
affifction and miſery, that ſhe is every way far more capable to weepe or ſigh 
——_ her ſorrowes to her ſelfe, then to ſpeak, or make them knowne to the 
World. | 
Whiles thus Mariets is penfively and pittifully ecchoing forth her complaints ta 
the bare wals of her poore Chamber , Pierot the Miller findes out his young Maſter 
2natbriſſon, in the Orchard behind his Fathers houſe, according to his men. 
where 
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where betwixt this wretched and execrable couple the Reader muſt prepare to ſee 
them conſult and conclude a molt bloo1y and mourntull bulineſle, which will both 
_ exact pitty, and command lamentation from the molt flinty and barbarous heart, yea 
ina word, from any living mortal! man , whoſe prophane life and 1mpiety hath not 
abſolutely made him a meere Devill. For @ratbrifſor having thus ſatiated and ſur- 
fetted himſelfe in reaping his beaſtly pleaſures of poore Marzeta, and (as before) ex- 
changed his familiarity into malice, and his affection intoenvie towards her, knowing 
that ſhe will be a perpetuall eye-foreto his Parents,and a continuall ſhame and ſcan- 
dall to himſclfe, as long as ſhe lives in this world, he therefore moſt ingratefally and 
cruelly refolves ſpeedily to ſend her into another ; and no conſideration whatſoever 
either of her youth or beauty, of her great belly, or of his quick childe within her, or 
of his own ſoule, can prevaile with him to the contrary: But the Devill is ſo ftrong 
with him,that he 1s miſerably refolate not to retire, but to advance 1a this bloody bu- 
fineſle. To which eftef, he breaks with P7erot the Miller toattempt and finith it, and 
againe promiſeth him the Fee-ſiinple (or atleaſt a Leaſe of ſeven yeares) of his Mill, 
to finiſh 1t 3 which this bloody miſcreant (out of his helliſh covetouſneſle, and itching 
deſire to pleaſe his young Maſter) promiſeth to accompliſh. They now conſult of rhe 
manner how to murther Marieta : T he Miller attirmes 1t to be the fureſt way (under 
ſome pretext) to take her into the next Wood by night, and there to murther her, 
which 9ratbriſſon contradidteth, becaule (ſaith he) her dead body being found fo 
neere his Fathers houſe, this her murther will refle& on him; and therefore to make 
fure work, he bids the Miller to ſtrangle her by night1n her bed, and fo to bury herin 
his outer yard, and there to clap a Wood-vine over her, whereon they both agree. 
When ſwearing perpetuall ſecrecy each tg other, this exectable Miller here promi- 
feth 9atbriſſor to diſpatch her within three dayes at fartheſt. 

This bloody bargaine and compact being thus concluded betweene them, Perot 
the Miller returnes to his Mill, where ppore Marzeta (little ſuſpeting or dreaming, 
what adiſmall ſtratagem was plotted andreſolved againſt her lite) ſhe (finding com- 
fort from no where, and therfcre ſecking it every where) enquires of him if he came 
from Monſter de Caerſtainoes houſe, and if his Sonne Monſreur Pnatbriſon were depar- 
ted from Remnesas his Mill-boy had told her; who (here the better to lull her aſleep, 
thereby with more facility to finiſh his bloody defigneon her) tels her that he was 
gone thither, but that before his departure he had left ſecret word for him to uſe her 
courteouſly in his abſence , the which he ſwore to her he would carefully performe 3 
whereat Marzetathanks him, but yet againe prying more-narrowly into this Millers 
looksthan his ſpeeches, ſhe found that he now looked more ſullen and haggardly to 
her than accuſtomzd , orelfe that either her conceit or his countenance and Phyltog- 
nomy deceived her therein, But here (before I proceed further) let us remarke the 
ſtrange eftects, and events hereof; For as dreames prove f{cldome true, becauſe they 
are as incertaine as their cauſes, which for tie moſt part either proceed from the jnnflu- 
ence of the heart, orelſe flow from the operations of the brain 1n their different pa(- 
fions of aftef&tion, Envie, Hope, Feare, Joy, Sorrow, or the like 3 So it pleaſed God 
that the very ſame night Marieta dreamt, that Perot the Miller killed her, and threw 
her dead body into the Pond; the v-hich remembring the next morning, {the hkkewiſe 
remembred to acquaint him therewith , who (vile wretch and ditlembling Hypo- 
crite) ſeemed to be in choller thereat, vowing and {wearing to her with many oaths 
and deprecations, that ſhe was and ſhould be as fafe in his Vill, as it the were ether 
in the Tower of Blyz, or the Caſtle of Blavet , which indeed are reputed to be two of 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt important peeces of little Britanys whereat poore Marjets 
again and again thanks him. But this notwithſranding, I now here tremble to report, 
that the very next inſuing night (Marieta proving too true a Herauld and Prophe- 
teſſe, to her owne immediate mournfull Tragedy) as thenight had given truc=to 


herteares, and ſleepe adminiſtred reſt to her eyes, as ſhelay in her poore pallet 
| bed, 
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| bed, then this bloody villaine Pzerot the Miller very ſecretly enters her Chamber,and 

£ ſoftly conveies a ſmall cord under her head, and faſtning it to her further bed poaſt al 
| (his ſtrength conſpiring with his maltce) he then and there ſtrangſes her dead,optving h 
her neither the power or time to cry , much leſleto ſpeak one word, and as ſoone as || 
this Agent of Hell had bereaved her (and conſequently the fruit ofher womb) of life, | " 
he within leſſe than an hours after (not to give the lye to her own dreame) changeth. t 


£ his purpoſe in the manner of her burtall, and fo (in her clothes as ſhe was) carries her: || " 

Bel to his little Mill-boarin the Pond, where faſtning a great piece of an old broken Mill- | » 

| | | {tone to her middle (or waſte) by a ſtrong new rope which he had purpoſely provi- c 
| : 


ded, he there throwes her into the deepeſt place of his Pond, hoping, yea alluring 


himſelfe, that he ſhould never {ce nor heare more of her. ſ: 
The very next morning after the finiſhing ofthis deplorable fact, Perot (the Mil- 
; ler (notable ts fleep for joy) at the very break of day, diſpeeds himſelfe away with 2 
| the newes hereof to his young Maſter @vatbrifſon, who heares and receives it with d 
| much content and joy, when (by his promiſe and oath againe aſſuring the Miller of C 
| his Milld he the better to beare, and wipe off the ſuſpicion which this Murther might n 
refett or caſt on him (if1t ſhould ever hereafter come to be detected or diſcoyered): [ 
rides away tothe Citie of Rexxes, where the States Generall of that Province (which: || þ 
we in Enc/andterme our Parliament) was then to aſſemble, where rejoycing that he k 
had ſo happily diſpatched his clowniſh Strumpet Marzeta,& Pierot the Millerat home h 
likewiſe ſingingand triumphing at this his eaſte purehaſe of his Millt,they not ſo much 1 

as once lookup to Heavenand God, or downe to their own conſciences and foules, 
[| what this roule and deteſtable Murther of theirs deſerves. And not to 99 far, by this I 
j time the Lord thinksit high time , to bring this their cruell Murther to light, bya < 
| ſtrange (L may juſtly ſay by a miraculous accident, which at unawares and when they: £1 
| leaſt think thereof, will (amidft their mirth and ſecurity) befall them. W 
| - A moneth isnot full paſt over ſince this Murther of Marieta, but God (in his fa- hi 
| cred mercy and juſtice) is now reſolved to make Monfrenr de Pont Chanſey (LaPrati- (1 
| eres ſecond Husband) to be the firſt meanes for the deteCtion hereof (and in that lo 
| likewiſe afterwards of the poyſoning of YValfortaine) who being one day at Vannes d 
| with three other Gentlemen, his friends, heisdeſirous to hunt a Duck with two of C 
[ his owne Spaniclsz And no Pond being fo fit or ncere asthat of Moxſtey de Caer-" | et 
is ſtaignes,he makes choice thereof, but the Duck is no ſooner in the Pond and the Doos Ni 
| after her, but theſe two poore harmeleile Curs fwimming eagerly for their prey 2s 0 
[ they cometothe place where Marjeta's dead body was funck and tyed, they i nſtant- at 
| ly forſake and abandonthe Duck, and there pudling with their feet, : and inuffling d 
| with their noſesinthe water,they molt Iamentably ſetup their tunes, and aloud houle by 
i and bark each at other, without departing or ſtirring thence, the which Pot Chanſey e: 
[| and the other Gentlemen well obſerving , God inſtantly infpirestheir conceipts k 
| with this apprehenſion, and their hearts with this jealouſie; that (peradventure) W 
there was ſome body;cither accidentally or purpoſely drowned there,and that itnow | a 


pleaſed his divine Miajeſtie to make theſe two poore Dogs his Agents and Officers td c( 
diſcover it, whereupon they once reſolve to draw up the ſluce; and tolet out all the 
water of the Pond, but firſt they reſolve to make another triall and experiment here- 
of, {o for that time they take up their Duck, depart, and call away their Spaniels, but 
after dinner they returne, and the Duck being againe putin, the Spantels 1n the very 
ſame place do the like as in the morning, ſtill howling and barking moſt lament bly, 
the which indeed yeelds harſh & diſpleaſing mulick tothe trembling heart and guil- 
ty conſcience of this murderous Miller, but ſtill the Devill his Schoole-mſter makes 
him put a brazen face on his feare. Now this ſecond action and demeanour of the 
Spanicls, confirmesthe fir{t jealouſie and apprehenſion of Port Chanſez 2nd his allo :1- 
ats, who (to vindicate this truth) are now reſolute in their forme; propofition, and 
defire of letting out the water of the Pond , the which they attempt to <fie& : Bur 


then 
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chenjrhis wretched Miller ſeeing himſclfe now ſo narcewly pur to his trumps bil \ ſhifcs, 
zod therefore knowing it high cime to prevent them, at leaſt if he meant co provide for 
his owne ſafety and life ; hee with many humble and ſugred ſpeeches ( not ſeeming any 
way totake notice of their apprehenſion) tells them, that he is a poore young man, that 
thisis his firſt yeare offe:cing up his Trade of a Miller for himſelfe, thatit being now in 
' | themidſt ofa hotanddry Summer, his Pond will not receivein water againe for his Mill 
| togoe in a wecke or twoafrer, which will infallibly begger him, and therefore (almoſt 
with teares) he beſeecherh them to defiſt from their purpoſe, andnot to turne our the 
water of his Pond, yea hee ſpeakes ſo paſſionatly and pirrifully to them, as his rea- 
ſons prevaile with the three ocher Gentlemen, bur with Pogt Chaxſey chey cannor, bur 


rarher the more confirme his former apprehenſion and beleefe, that ſure there was | 


fome one or other drowned, and withall God doth afreſh diſtill and infuſe into his ima- 
ginations, thatchis very Miller himſelfe might have ſome hand therein, norwichſtan- 
ding al! his humble prayers and ſmooth ſpeechesrothe contrary ; To which end Poet 
Chauſey the better to eff. & His deſire and reſolution, hee ( as a wiſe and diſcreer Gentle- 
man) grants rhe Miller his requeſt, when purpoſely ſending away his Servanrs, Duck and 
Dogs, he enquires of the Miller if hee have any dice or cards in his Mill, who anſwereth 
him char he hach cards,bat no dice : So intothe Mill they all fower goe, and play at Lans- 
knight for Cartdeſcas, and che Miller (now raviſhed with Joy toſee how his faire congue 
hath kepr the yarer in his Pond) is wonderfull diligent to waite, and offi :ious to attend 
chem and their commands. 


Bur they having played an houre, Poxt Chavſexnow thinks it high time for him to effe&t” 


his deſigne and reſolution, and then tells Pierot che Miller, that he 1s very dry and chirſty, 
demanding of him if there be any wineto (cli neere his Mill, whocells chem chere isnone 
neerer then the Towne, where hee willingly proferethto goe and ferch ſome ſpeedily, 
which indeed is that very part and point whereat Fozt Chanſeynnly aimed : So hegives 
him money to fetch two grand pors of wine ;- whe chis inconfiderate and fecare Miller 
(wichour<ither feare or wit) ſeemes ratherro flye then ro ran tothe Towne with Joy 
for it, thinking and affuring thac the ſtc rme of his danger was now already quire paſt and 
dlowne over ; bur he isno ſooner out of fight , but Pont Chanſeypreſencly throwes upthe 
Cards, and prayes the reſt of the Gentlemen to aſſiſt higg in driwing up the {Jace and 
emptying the Pond, for thar his heart ſtill prompts Mm there is ſome one drow- 
ned cherein, whereunto they all give tree content ;  ſoby that time the water isbalfe 
out, Loe (with much admiration and pictic) they beholdadead body floating therein, 
and yet faſtned with arope to the botrome ot the po::d. And prying mote narrowly to 
diſcerne it, they (by the coars it wore) perceived itto be a woman, whom they cauſe to 
be taken up in the Mill-boar, bur her fl: ſh is fo riveld and withered with the water, and 
eaten and disfigured by the fiſh, as it was impoſlibie ro know.what ſhe was, and ſheſtunk 
bodionfly, asa!moſt none durſt ar proach her. Peat Chauſey (and his affociats) (ceing this 
wofull and lamencable ſpeRacle, and comparing therewith the Millers earneſt refuſal, 
notto permit them toempty his pond, he here confirmes his former jealouſfie, and now 
confidently ſuſpe&s him, eicher robe the Author or AQorof this cruell murther 3 To 
which end hee and his affociars lay exact and curious waite for his retarne with the wine; 

| who comming therewith from the Towne merrily ſinging, . and not ſomuch asonce 
dreaming what had hapned at the Pond, hee, aſcending_.tbe top of the Hill by the 
Woods ſide, and «ſpying his Pond emptied, then the' foulneffe of his fat and conſci- 
ence, and the eminencie of his danger doth ſo terrifieand amaze him, thar he ſees downe 
his on of wine cn the pround, avd (committing his ſafery to the celeriry and ſwift- 
tefle of his heeles) he wich all poſſible ſpeed rans away towards the centre of the Wood, 
the which Pont Chouſey and the'reſt ofthe Genrlemen eſpying, they needno other 
evidence bur this his flighe, to proclaime himſelfe guilty of chismurther,” and ſo rhey 
ſpeedily ſeud after him, and withio one houre afrer he is found our, apprehended and 
Te | brought 
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| ps vn z they vehemently accuſing, and he as reſolutely excufing himſelfe of this 
marther ; but notwithſtanding chey fhat him up cloſe in his owne Mill, rill icbe foung | * 
out what this drowned murdered woman is. | 

The report of this monrnfull accident being ſpeedily divulged in Y2»zer , and broureg 
in the neighbonr pariſhes, there area world of people, who from all parrs flock to the 
pond, tobe ſpeQarors of this dead woman ; and among the reſt, Tvos Ms//jot and his wite 

1 Tape Chaumet, no ſooner underſtand hereof, but knowing it to be a woman, and drowned 
* in Mozffexr de Caerſtainge pond, they exceedingly feare it is their Daughter Aariers, and 
ro ſee the iſſue and cruth hereof ſhe runs before, and he limps after as faſt as he can. asif 
they ſhould nor come time enongh to make themſelves miſerable, with the ſight andob- 
je@ of their miſery. Now they are no ſooner arrived tothe pond, but they fee all the 
people ſtand aloofe from this murthered corps, becanſe of theſtinch thereof ; bur they 
(hardned by their feare, and encouraged by their affeQion) doe willingly ruſh rowards [| 
Ic, bur cannot as yet diſcerne what ſhe was, by reaſon the fiſhes had almoſt eaten away al 
the fleſh from her bones, which therefore no way fſarisfying their curiofity and enquire, 
they then fall rowaſh away the mud and ozefrom herclothes, hoping to draw ſomein- 
formation and light from them, as alas they now inſtantly doe, for they find the Wal: 
coat and two Petty-coats; that of aſh colour ſerge, and theſe of greene and red bayes to 
be the very ſame which their Daughter Aarieta wore, when ſhe either fled, or was ſto- 
len from them ; whereat croſſing their armes, and ſending their fighes to heaven, and 
their teares to earth, this poor affiited Father and Mother cry our thar it was the ded 
body of their faire and unfortunate Daughter AZariete, and doubtieffe, thar either Mozj- 
eur. ®natbriſſon or Pierot the Miller, or both of thera were her Murtherers 5 whereardl 
the people admire and wonder, every one ſpeaking thereof as their ſeverall fancies 
led them, and as they ſtood affeted, or difaffeted to ©watbriſſor ,” 'and the Mib 
ter, EY Y: 

Bute Pozt Chanſey rides preſently to Yannes (Teaving the other three Genrlemen 
his friends co guard the Miller in his mill) and advertiſeth the Seneſhall, and the other 
two Judges of this deplorable fat ; ſothey ſend for this Miller to Y/azzer,and the nextdy 
being brought before thern, "they examine and accuſe him for thus murchering of 27 
ets, bar (havinglearnt his Winer and reſolution of the Devill ) hee with many bitter 
oathes and curſes denies it, depoſing and w—_ thathe never knew her nor ſaw her; 
but this falſe anſwer and connterfeit coyne of his will no'way paſſe current with his 


© ww 


and noble frierids, as he ſhon Arbor I to feare Figlife: Bife (contrary to theft his weake 
and poore hopes) the very nexc nibtning when heeexpeRted roheare the fencence of | | 
dearth pronounced againſt him, 'hisJudgesagaine adjodge Hitm ro the torments of fite | ; 
Scarpinies, to know WOURS, wat9ri/on, ' or any other were 'acceffary with Htim'm | | 
bleh mdiyy 435 Hee wilt nor ef- | « 
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Fee Simple or Leaſe thereof roperformeir, that hee it was who likewiſe threw her inro 
the Pond, and that he alſo beleeves ſhe was quick with child by his ſaid maſter. 

All Yannes wonder and talke of 9uathriſſons baſe ingratitude and cruelty, rowards this 
filly and harmelefle young countrey maiden Marie's, yea this fouleand lamentable mur- 
ther, adminiſtreth likewiſe taike in all che adjoyning Townes and Pariſhes ; So this exe- 
crable miller Pierot is by the Seneſhall condemned to be broken alive on the Wheele, bur 
yet ( in regard of che neceſficie of his confrontation) they deferre his execution rijl 
9watbriſſon be apprehended in Rezzes, where the Senefhall,and Kings Atturney Generall 
otYanzes, doe by poſt fend away his accuſation to that famous Court of Parhamenr ; 
where whiles hee is prauncing in the ſtreets of that Cicie on his great Horſe, and ruffling 
in his ſcarlersand ſatrins, with three Lackies ( richly clad) at his heeles, the height of 
this his pompe and bravery makes his ſhame the more apparant, and hiscrime the more 
foule and notorious; For chen when he chought himſelfe co be farcheſt fram danger, loe 


| the Juſtice and Providence of God brings him neereſt ro it, for he isnow here by a band 


of Hayfiers (or Purſevants) takeaoft from his horſe , apprehended and impriſoned 
bythe command of the Lievtenant Criminall of that great Court, who yet vainely 
repoting on the fidelity and ſecrecie of Perot his Fathers Miiler, hee ſeemes to beeno 
way diſmaid or daunted therear , But when he heares his accuſation and indiremene 
read, that Aferitta's murthered body was found in the Pond, that Perot rhe Miller was 
apprehended and impritoned for the ſame, and char hee had confeſſed him to bee the 
Author, and himſelfe the Actor of this her crue!l murther, then I ſay bee is ſo2ppalled 
and daunted, and fo farre from any hope of lite, as he urterly deſpaires thereof, and pal- 
pabiy ſees the Image of death before his eyes : When . ( withatew teares, and many 
fighes) hee here to his Judges confcfleth himſelte robe the Author of rhis foule fact, and 
ſobegs pardon thereof of God ; forfrom theſe his grave and incorruptible Magiſtrates 
he is aſſured and confident to find none 5 VVherenpon although foure of che Counſel- 


lors, and one of the Preſidents, were reſolved in regard of this his inhumane and baſe 


crime, to have him hanged,yer the reſt of that wiſe and honourable Senate, knowing him 
to be Sanne and Heire co very ancient Gentleman, nobly d-ſcended,they ore-ſway ard 
prevaile with che others, and fo they adjudge him the very next day to haye his head cur 
off, although this his ſorrowfullaged Father Mozſtewr de Caerſtainge,offered the one halfe 
of his lands to ſave hi: life, and likewiſe w :s a moſt imporcunate Suppliant co the Duke 
of Tremoville ( who then and there preceded atthe Eſtates for the Nobilicy) to intercede 
with char Parliament for his reprivall, ard wich the King for his pardon, butin vaine ; 
For that noble duke(conſidering the baſeneſſe and enormity of this his inhuman fat)was 
too wile to atrempr the one, and too honourable and generous to ſet ke the other. So 
the very nexr morning 9zatbriſſos (apparelied in a ſute of blacke Sartiv, trimmed with 
Gold Lace) is brought to the Scaffold ( atche common place of execution, which 1s 
in the midſt of the Citie) where x very great concourſe of people of all forts, reſort and 
flock coſee him take his laſt farewell of this world, of whom the greateſt part and number, 
lmentedandpirtied, that fo proper and noble aGentleman, ſhould firſt deſerve, and 
then receive ſountimely a death : When after the Prieſts and Friers have here prepared 
and directed his foule, hee aſcending the Scaffo!d, with ſomewhat alow voice, and de- 


| j{Rtedandforrowfull countenance, he delivered this ſhort ſpeech. 


Thar in regard he knowes, that ( now when he 1s totake his laſt leave of this life) to 
charge his conſcience with the concealing of any capitall crime, is cthedirectand true 
way to ſend his ſoule to hell in ſtead of heaven, hee will nowrhicrefore reveals, that 
hee is yet more execrable and bloudy, then his Judges thinke or knoiv, or his ſpectatours 
Imagine, for that henot only hired Perot his Fachers Miller to murcher Mariets, bur al- 
lo the Apothecary Mozcallier ro poyſon his owne brother Yalfostaine ; of boch which 
foule and bloudy crimes of his. hee now freely confeſſeth himſelfe. guilty, and now 


from his hearr and ſoule ſforrowfully lamenterch and repenteth them ; that his filthy laſt 
Tra and 


and inordinate affection ro women wasche firſt cauſe, & his negle& of prayer to God the 
ſecond, which hath juſtly brought him ro-th-s ſhamefali end and confuſion;S$: therefore he 
beC echethall! whoare prefene co be ſeriouſly forewartied of che like by his wofull Ex:m. 
ple and rhat(ia chriſtian charity )cthey'wHfnow joyne their devour prayers withhis:0 God 
for his foule: When on the Scaffold praying a lierle whiles f1!2nely co himſelf kneeling, and 
then putting off his donbler, he commits himſelfe forthe Execntioner ; who at one blow 
ſevered his head from his thoulders. Bur this puniſhm+-nr and death of ©»stbriſoz ſuffi. 
c*rh notnow to give fullconeent and farisfation to js Judges, who (by his owne corifef. 
fion)confidering his inhumane and deplorable poyſoning of hisown brother Y..Hfoatajee, 
they as foone as he isdead, and before he be cold, adjidge his body ro be taken downe, 
and chere burnt to aſhes ar the foor of the Gibber, which accorlingly is performed. 
Andhere our thoughts and carioficy muſt now returae puaſt from Reeves to Year, 
and trom wretched 9»atbriſſoz tothe baſe and bloudy Miller Perot, whom God and his 
Jadges have now ordained {hall lizewiſe ſmart for this his lamencsble murther on poore 
and harmet=ſſe Marieta, Hee is brought to the Gallowes1n his old duſty mealy Suit of 
Canvas, where a Prieſt preparing him todye, hee (either our of impiety, or ignorance, 
or both) d=livereth this idle ſpeech ro the people, That becauſe Xariets was young and 
faire, hee is now h-arcily ſorry thar hee had notmarried her, and thar ifhee had beene az 
wife as covetous.che rwo hundred Crownes,or the Leaſe of his Mill, which his young m4- 
ſter Mounfieur Deatbriſſ-aprofterred him, might have made him winke at her diſhoneſty, 
and thar aichough ſhe were not a true Maid to her ſelfe, yet that ſhee might have proved 
atrue and honeſt wife to him, wich many other frivolous words and lewd ſpeeches ten. 
dingrthat way ; which I purpoſely omir, and reſolve to paſſe over in filence, as holding 
them unworthy either of my relation, or th: Readers knowledge : when nor having the 
grace once to ciz2m* God, to ſpeake of his ſoule, rodefire heayen, or toſeemero he any 
way repentant and ſorrowfull for this his bloudy offence, hee is ſtripped naked, having 
onely his ſhirt faſtned aboat his waſte, and withan Iron bar hath his legs, thighes, armeg, 
and breft, broken alive, and there his miſerable body is left nakedand 5loudy onthe 
W he#1>, for the ſpace of cwo dayes, thereby toterrifie and deterre the beholders from 
attempring the like wretched crime, And rhe Judges of Yaeves being certifyed from the 
Court of Parliament at Reezes,that ©yathr3//on at his death charged the Apothecary Mos: 
collier co have ( at his hiring and inttigation) poyſoned his brother Yalfoutaine, they hold 
the Church robe roo holy a place for the body and buriall of ſo prophane and bloudya 
Villaine : When after well neerea whole yeares time that hee was buried in Saint Froxcis 
Church in that Towne, they cauſe his Coffin to be taken up, and both hisbody and it co 
be burntby the common Hang-man, and his Aſhes to bethrowne jnto the aire ; Which 
tothe Joy ofall the SpeRatorsisaccordingly performed. 
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Vaſti firſt wurthereth bis Sonne George, and wext pogſoveth his owns -wife Heſter, aud being 
 ofterwards almoſt killed ly a mad Bullin the fields, hte revealeth theſe his 10 murthers, - for the 
which be isfir ft hanged.avd then burwt. | | | 


PIO religious hearts, thete cannothing be {a gdiſtaſtefollasSinne; 
Y.ft nor any Sinneſo odious and execrableasMurcher ; for itbe- 
ing contrary ro Nature and Grace, thevery choughe, much 
more the a& thereof, ſtrikeshorrour to their hearrs and con» 
ſciences. Wherefore, if this foule andbloudy Sinne bee ſo 
| diſpleaſing to godly men,. how infinitely-more.deteftableis it 

' then toGod himſelfe, whomade all living creaturesto ſerve 
4 Man, . and onely created Man purpoſely,to ſerve Himſelfc ? 
Farce cc 5 Myff Butas Chollerand Malice praceed froin the paſſiorisot men. ſs 
doth Marcher from the Devill..; for elſe. wee ſhould natfo ofcen-and frequently-ſeeic 
perpetrated in moſt Countryes and Cities ofthe World as we doejA-mourntull Exams 
ple whereof here produce to ygur view and ſerious conſideration; :;- + 7 


'He Jace of this Hiſtory, I Eribowrg(a0 antient city of Switzerland ) which gives 0ame 
Ao ate ofthe Divifions( or Fpononof ina famousand warlike-Gquntry x. no 
n | » ic G 
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gad\picxics that ſhemaſtnow be forcedtofee ſobruriſh and beaftly a Mccamgrphoſis 

ker hnaband 3 for he fxnombrethe man which hee was, nor rhe hutband which ſhee 
- formerly found him tobe. Hee loves neicher his houſe nor his wife, bat ſtayes abroad 

every day with his whores, and then ar night rerarnes home to her ſtark drank, and inla- 

mentable fort reyiles and beats her, whereas heretofore he would rather have loſt his iife 

thendave ftruckenher, and whereas hererofore he affe&ted and loved her fo dearely, as 

he though hecouſdiporbe kinfe enongh ro her, now (in rhe extrayagancie of thele his 
deboſhed humonrs) he hates het ſo deadly as he deemes and ſuppeſerh he cannorbe ſut- 

ficienalycraelito-her,alrhongthher affedtion be till ſo fervent to him, and her care fo vi 
gilant andreſpetfullofhim, 'asſhee gives him nothing bat either ſweer words, - rears, 
fighes, ffſence, or prayers ; yea; ſhe proves her ſelfe fo good a woman to ſo bad a man,and 
ſo courcous and verftionsawifeto ſounkifide and vicious a huthand, as to the eyes and 
{1dgemetirsofalltheirkinsfilkes and neighbonrs, they know itis now her praiſe and 
gloryy: md feite irwilthereafter prove his ſhame and niſery. Sheteaves no meanesun- 
athyed, 'or invention'unfoughtand tnerrermpred, rodivertand rurne this foule inunda- 
tionof his vice into the Rveet ſtreaiies of Verrne, and the pure riversof Godlineffe: But, 
Ahlas good woman, her care proves vaine,andher affeQion and zeale impoſlible herein, 
alchough her pale cheekes, mournfall eyes, briniſh teares, far ferche ſighes, religious pray- 
ers, andſweer perſwafions, doe ſtill ſecond andaccompany her indeavours in this her d#+ 
fired hope of his refortnation ; for ſhe iSinforced roknow that he keepes a yoang ſtrom- 
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mornings ktegoes to her, and to make himſeife the more treacherous a difſembler to his 
wife, andche tnore exerfable a rraytor to his ſoule, he fortifieth and coloureth our this 
his accuſtomed journey co his ſtramper with this falſe Apologie, that he goes toCleravx 
ro hearerhe: Sznnon of M*. 4brabam Tiffiin, a very famous and religious Preacher there, 
when Godand his ulcerated ſole and conſcience know the contrary, and that this pre- 
rended excuſe of his 1s bat only a falſe cloak toovervaile his rue Adultery, and prophane 
{mpiery : fot he needed not to have formerly added whordom to his drankennefle, and 
now iogracieade, craelty, and impiery co his VVhordome, in regard theleaſt of rheſe e. 
normouscrimes and finnes affaredly have the power, and will infallibly find the meanes 
ro make him futurely as miſerable, as now he fooljſhly rhinkes himſelfe happy ; for theſe 
his journeyesto Chrarx are onely the Pilgrimage of his wancon Luſt. Sas is the Saint 
of his volaptaons devotion, ker honſe the Temple of his obſcene wiſhes, and Adultery 
the oblarion and Sacrifice of his lafciyious deſires, 

Weecan difficulely-make our ſelves guilty of a fouler finne on earth, then to ſeeme 
fnified in our devotions towards God; when we are prophane, or to indeayour toap- 
peare found wirhout, when we are rotren within in our faith & religion; for as man isthe 
beſt and nobleſt of all Gods creatures, ſo an hypocrite rowards God is the worſt of men, 
yea or rather a devill and noman ; for our hearts and ations, 2nJour moſt reryred 
thonghrs, and ſecrer darling finnes, are as conſpicuons and tranſparant ro Gods eyes, as 
his decrees and reſolutions are invifible coours, firh he fees all chings, and wee ſee no- 
thing when we doe not ſee him. A miſerabie hight ofimpiery, in makingof our ſelves 
fooliſhly Ganers, und wilfully Hypocrites, and yetiris a more fatall and: a:<full degree 
thereof, when we ſo dzJightia finne andglory in hypocrifie, as tomake Apologies for 
the ſame. | | 

But Yoftinot thinking either of Religion or God, frolicksitout with 82h his ftrum- 
pet in Cleravx, whiles his owne vertuons wife Heſter weepes at home at Fribourg, and 
when he returnes thence. hee is ſtillſo hard hearted and cruell ro her, as he continually 
beats her. Now by this time George their Sonne 1s fixceene yeares of age, ofa mans cou» 
rageand ſtature, and of a very pregnant wit ; ſothatas yonng as he is, hee hath beene 
long enough aforrowfall eye-witnefſe of his Fathers cruelty, in bearing of his Mother, 
Hee hath formerly ſeene the lamenrable effects, and now hee falls on his knees to her,and 
(with teares and prayers) beſeecherh her to acquainr him wich che erne cauſe thereof, 
and from whence it proceeds ; when his Mother (adding more confidence to his wiſe- 
dome then ro his youth) from point to point fully relates ic to him, accordingly as wee 
have formerly underſtood ; George burſt forth into ſorrowtfull paſſions ar her reperition, 
and his knowledge hereof, as not able to refraine from fighing to ſee her figh, nor from 
weeping to fee her weepe ; Hee as much grievesto be the Sonne of fo vicious a Father,as 
berejoyceth and glorieth robe char of ſo vertuous a Mother, fo he makes her ſorrowes his, 
and here weds himſelfe to her quarrell ( with promiſe and oath)either corighr ic with his 
Father, or to reyenge ir on $4h»z2, whom he knowes tobe the originall cauſe of all theſe 
ftormes andrtempeſts, of all theſe aflitions and miſeries which betatl his mother, and ia 
her himfelfe : He will nolonger be a child, becauſe God and narure hath now made him 
a man, ſo the very next time he ſees his Father bear his Mother heſteps to her aſliftance, 
ind defends her from the tyrannie of his blowes, and then advancerh fo farre, ashee per- 
Aras ir with an unwilling willing refiſtanceof him, the which his Father rakes ex- 
feamly it} and cholerickly from him, gives him ſharp words, & menaceth him with bitter 
blowes. Gzorge his Son, firſt rerufneStiima briefe rehearſall of the wrongs and indigni- 
ties he tH offereth to his Morher,” whitn proteſting of his obedience co him, he yetrells 
bim, chat he is willing co enterraine his words, butno longer capable to digeſt and re- 
ive his blowes,adding withall ( as a p+ſſionare Corollary )rhar ere long hee will viſit his 
Stamper $2y7n Cleravx, and make her feele a part of her baſe carriage, andill defer- 
vings, both rowards his Mother and himſelfe:y/#is much aſtoniſhed at this —_— = | 
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boidneſle of his SOnne,, but farre more to heare him name and threaten Sohzs, the very 
chought of which his ſpeechesgrares him to his heart, and grieveshim ro his ſoule, ſo hee 
puts warer in his wine, holgs it for that cimea vertue, . £o be no. longer ſtormy bur calme 
and chen (chollerickly chreatning him with his finger) he departs co his chamber, leaving 
"his wife and bis Sonne coniultigg in the Parlour, how (with moſt affurance; and leaf 
{candall) chey may provide tor their affaires. | 
The next morning, Yeſft#his Father keepes his bed, andgives order, thatneither his 
Wife or So3ne have 2dmittance to him, the which diſcourteſie of his, gives his Sonne x 
freſh and ſtrong motive, to revive. his laſt nights diſcontent againſt his Father, and his 
challeregaiaſt Seize, when bidding his Mother the good morrow, and craving her bleſ- 
ſing, he (purpoſely) frames an excuſe to leave her till ſheebe ready, and ſo very private- 
ly cak:s horſe, and that morning aQts a buſinefſe, every way worthy of himſelfe, andin- 
de-dfarre more worthy of laughter, then of our pitty. For it is not ſo much his malice to 
S!yag, 25 his affeCtionto his Mother Heſter, which carries him and his reſolution ro Cle 
raax ; #her2 eniting S:4yed (houſe, he (with fire in his lookes and thunder in his ſpee- 
ches) calls her whore and {trumper, chargeth her for abuſing his Father, andin him his 
Mather and himſelfe. His choller cannot retaine his patience, to heare her falſe anſwers & 
apolezies to the coatrery, bur diſdaining as much rouſe his ſword on a woman,as to foule 
ton aſtiumpet, hee takes his mans ſhort cudgell, and gives her at leaſt a dozen blowes 
©n hex back, armcs and ſhoulders therewith, ſeriouſly vowing and ſwearing to her; That 
if ſh2 forfake not his fathers company ,and uſe the meanes that henceforth he doatterlya- 
b:ndoa hers; he will ſhortly give her ſabjiterapayment and requitall, as he will hardly 
teaye-h2r either the will or power to thankehimforhis courteſie, & ſoremounts his horſe, 
and preſently galfops home co his Mother, whom hee acquaints therewith, bur yer con- 
ccalesitfrom hi Father, . whereat ſhee feemes nottode a liccle joyfull, and yer hearcily 
prayeth to Gad, that this breed no. bad blaod ia her hn:band, or prove either an incitati= 
oa tahischoller againſt her ſeife, or a propenaon of revenge againſt their Son, 
-. Pac this joy of Heſter and her Sonns George, proves the ſignes and teares of $4/7#8, who 
n2taccuſtomed toreceive ſuch ſharppayment, and uſage from any mans hands whoſoe- 
ver, it makes her extreame chollerick ard vindictive, fo that her ſtomack 15 ſo great, and 
her keart fo highly 2nd imperiouſly lodged, that ſbe will nor ſuffer this cruellaffronc of- 
fcred her by Gearge YajH, togoeunrequitcd, y but yet ſhe will bee as adviſed and ſecretin 
her revenge towards him, as nee was raſh and publick in his towards her. To which end 
and pnrpoſe, ſeeing that Foſts his Father came hot to her that day ( whereby ſhe judged 
he was. holly ignorant what had befallen her from 1s Son) ſhee that night writes him 4 
ſbarr Letter, and thenext morning ſends it home to Fribourg to him, by a confident meſ- 
ſeagzr of h-rs, who arriving thereand fiading him penſively walking in his Garden, hee 
reſpettuily deliveaed it ro him, who breakingup the ſeales thereof, found ir ſpake thus, 


Tn SALYNA to VASTI- 


Tr 4 the 3zwi0lable love and tender affection which is betwixt ws, I pray aud conjure you iolegve 
I FF; ibourg, 2d come overto me nith haſte aud expedition to Cleraux, becdwie I have a great 
and importaet ſecret to revealeyou, which equally concernes us, and which 1 dare not to commit i 
Peagid peper + for that the relation and kgowledge thereof needs no other witneſſer but onr ſelves. if 
Ju ay way negledt this my aduiſe, or deny, or deferre this my requeſt.the griefe will be avine now ybus 
the prejudice ard repentance yours hereafter. 1 write you theſe few lines withinfinite affiiGion ard 
ſorrow, which votling can deface but your ſight, nor rexved) but your preſence, aud when you come to 
ance, prepare your heart and reſolution, ts receive it from me, with farre more teares thes kiſſes- 


' SALYNA. 
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| | This letter of hers doth ſo nettle 7483 with apprehenfion and feare, thathis Son George 


ach offered her ſome violence andour-rage, as hee is almoſt as ſoone in Chranx 2s he 
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out of Fribozrg, where his Miſtrefie Saya very patlionatly, and chollerickly inaformes him 
of his Sonnes cruelty rowards her, and (to adde the more efficacie to her -fpeeches, the 
more power to her complaints, and che more oyle rothe fize of his anger and reveng-) 
ſhe forgets not to paint out co him( in all cheir coloars)che namber of his Sonnesblawes, 

and che nature and qualitz of his thteacs givea her; when watering her words with her 

ceares, ihe ſweares, that if neſpeedily doe not right and revenge theſe her wrongs upon 

his ſaid Sonne, ſhe willnever kifſe, or ſee him more, Yaſti takes theſe ſpeeches from Saly- 
244 tongue, and placeth them 1a his owne hearr ; yeahe hereat is ſo chollerickly intended 
cowards his Sonne, and fo forciſhly affeted to her, asconſulcing with rage, bucnot with 
reaſon, and wich Satan, not wich God, hee(to exhale her ceares, and ſotogive confolati- 
on to her ſorrowes) tels her; Taat he loves herſo tenderly and conſtantly, as hee will nor 
file ro Kill bis Sonne for this incivull and inhumane fact of hisrowards her. Saljes is a> 
mazed and aſtoniſhed at this his unnaturall reſolution to his Senne, the which (as vicious 
as ſhe is) (he abhors and concemnes in him as ſoone as underſtands.So ſhe rells him plain- 
ly, thar albeit ſhe have given him her hearc and body, yer that ſhee is not ſo exempt of 
grac2, Or ſo wretchedly inſtructed in Piery, as to take away her foule from God, and 

therefore that alchongh ſeebe guilty of Adaitery, yet {hee will never be of Murther ; 

ſoin religious termes ( worthy of an honeſter woman then her ſeclfe)  ſhee powerfully 

ſeekes to difſwade him from this bloody and unnarurall attempr, as well to prevent their 

furare wrongs and feares, as to ſecure cheir dangers andreparations, andſoprayes him to 


 ſeeke out ſome other remedy and requitall rowaids his Sonne , the which he promiſeth 


her, and ſeales it with ſome oathes and many kiſles, ſtayes and dines with her,and imme- 
diarly rakes horfe and rides homewards. His Son George finding his Father ridden forth, 
and being aſcercained that he was gone to Cherayx, to his ſtrampet Salya, where ſhee 
ſhould acquzint him ar fall wich bis beating of her, hee fearing his choller, hojds ic more 
diſcretion then diſobedience in him, to take his ſyord with him for his defence ; when 
chooſing a good horſe out of che ſtable, he deemes it more ſecure and lefle dangerous to 
meer his Father halfe way, betwixc C/eraux and Fribeurg, and there in the open Field to 
expe& and atrend whar he had co ſay to him. 7ſt; ſeeing his Sonne George a far off come 
riding towards him, with his {word by his fide, hee mach maryelleth therear, when well 
knowing his courage and valour, and that (as young as he was) hee had lately at Shefo»ſe 
acquitted himfelfe of a ducll rohis honour and reputation, hee therefore refolves to make 
iracongue and not a ſword quarrell with him, and ſo they meet ; George doing his dury to 
his Father with his hat off, and his Father ſpeaking not angerly bur mildly co him ; Their 
meddow conference which they then and there had betwixt them was thus, 
Fa. What reaſon hadſt thou ſo cruelly to beat poore Salyne ? 
So. Athouſand times more then you have to beat my Mother Heſter, 
Fa. Tell me why. 
So. The reaſon isjuſt and pertinent, becauſe that is your laſcivions whore, and chis 
your chaſte and vertuous wife. | 
Fa, What haſt thou gotten by this thy raſh choller in beating her ? 
So. Notby farre ſo much as you have loft by your fortiſh laſt in kiſſing her. 
RG Itis thy Mothers jealoufie which hath ſowne and ſcatrered theſe untruths in thy 
liefe. | 
$0. I pray excuſe me, for they are palpable and apparant truhs, and ſuch as it is whol- 
ly impoſſible either for your hypocrite or policie to root thence. 
Fe. Since when becameſt thou fo ſawcie and peremptory ? 
$0. From that very time I firſt underſtood you were become lo yicious. 
Fa. I havea mad Sonne in thee. | 
$0. Ir werea great happineſſe both for my Mother and my ſelfe, if you proveda tamet 
Huzband co her. and an honefter Father to me. 
- Fo. If hon follow thoſe: courſes, to love thy Mother better then my ſelfe, LyowI will 


mholly diſinheric thee: | $0, 
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_ thebeſt of his poſſible power cheerefully and joyfally promiſeth him ;, So home they 


Hation with him, as he can poſſibly defireor wiſh, and here to teſtifie ir roher Sonne as 


privately to haveconclugded this Chriſtian bufinefle betwixt them, had her Sonne not 


So. If you follow theſe courſes, to love Strumpers better then my Mother, I ſwear 
you will ſhortly conſume all your eſtate, and diſinheric your ſelfe firſt, 

Fa. This word Strampetis very rife in thy mouth, 

$0. Iwiſh toGod that the thing were not ſo frequent in your hearr. 

Fs, Wiltthou be friends with Sahza, and reconcile thy ſelfe to her ? 

So. Y-s, when I fee you become an enemy to her, and a friend to my Mother, and 
your ſ(elfe, but not before. 

Fa, Why, Charity is the erne marke of a Chriſtian, + * 

$0. ButT affare you, fois nor Adultery and C ruelty. 

Fa. Shall I make peace betwixt thee and Salyns 2 

So. No, butI would make it the joy of my hearr, and the glory of my life, if ] might 
be ſo happy to knit and confirme a good peace betwixt your ſelfe and my Mother. 

Fa. Wilt thouatremprit, if I requeſt thee > 

$0, I will, if you pleaſe to command me. 

Fa. I pray thee George doe. 

So My beſt indeayours ſhall herein wait on your deares, and dutifally follow your 
commands. 

Fa. Butbe carefull to make my reconciliation with thy Mother eternall. 

$0. It can neyerſubſiſt, nor proſper, if you henceforth reſolve ro make ic temporary, 
becauſe affection and amity which once receivesend, had never beginning. 

Fa. Here I vow conſtantlya reformation of my life from all other women, and a per- 
petuall renovation of my affe@ion to my Vife thy Mother. 

So. Godand his Angels blefſe this your converſion, and confirme this reſolution in 
you. 

Fa. And God blefle thee my Sonne, for wiſhing and defiring ir. 

So, I thanke 'you Sir, bur I humbly pray you l;kewiſe to forgive and forget this my 
boldnefſe coyou in my Mothers behalfe. 

Fe. George, here in preſence of God I cheerefully and freely doe it from my heart. 

So. Amen, Amen, Sir. 

This meddow conference thus ended berweene them, they ride home cowards Frj- 
bourg, and by the way Yaſtzwilleth and prayeth his Sonne, to finiſh this peace berweene 
him and his mother that very night, and to diſpoſe her fo effeCtually rhereunto, as that 
they may make a merry ſupper of ir, andall former differences betweene chem, to bee 
then and there ended, and forever crampledunder foor, the which George his Sonns® co 


come ; Yaſti walkes in his Garden,and George finds out his Mother in her owne Chamber, 
being newly riſen from her prayers, whercin ſhe was ſozealous and religious as ſhe ſpent, 
the greateſt part of her tims. Here George informes his Mother Hefer at full, what confe= 
rence had now paſt inthe open fields betwixt him and his Father : And (ina word) hee 
here a&ts hispartand duty ſo welland diſcreetly, as he leaves no artnor perſwafſtors un- 
attempted to draw her to this attonement with his Father. When ſhe at firſt conſidering 
the nature and quality of her husbands unkind and eruell uſage to her, ſhe found an oppo- 
fition hereofin her mind, 8a reſiſtance in her will,8&a reluQancy in her nature and judge- 
ment ; Butatlaſtgiving now her former diſcontent to charity, her paſſions to peace, her 
forrowesto filence, her reſolutions to religion, her anger toaffection, her malice co ob- 
livion, and her griefe unto God. ſhe (after a briefe conſultation, and a ſhort expoſtulatt- 
on hereof betweene them) with a cheerefall countenance thankes her Sonne for his care 
of her, and hisaffe&ion to her herein ; and ſo informes him, That ſhee (having never 
juſtly offended her husband in thought word or deed) is as willing of peace and reconct- 


well ina&ion as words,ſhe would then have gone downe with him to her hasband. there 
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diverted bertramjg,; For being exceeding carefull co preſerve his Mothers right and re» 
puration, he prayes her to (tay, alleadging that be would preſently fetch and condu@ his 
Father to her Chamber to her, as holdiog it more requifireand juſt, thac the delinquent, 
ſhould firſt ſee and ſeeke the, parcy wronged, before the party ſeeke the delinquent 
whereat ſhe cannoc refraine from ſmiling, and chen bids himrgoe : So George deſcends to 
the Garden, and acquaints his Father wich his Mothers free diſpofition,and cheerefull re= 
ſolution to a perpercuall peace with him, whereathe ſeemesinfinitly glad and joytull,and 
ſoaſcends her Chamber, and having latuted her, tells her, that he is very ſorrowfull and 
repentanr for his former ill carriage and unkindnefſe towards her, whereof he prayes her 
pardon,and conſtantly vowes reformation ; ſo this his yvercaousand kind wife Hefter free- 
ly forgets and forgives Yoſti her husband; and then hee gives her many kiſſes in requirall, 
and bids his ſonne George to provide good cheere for Supper ; and the better ro ſeaie and 
ſolemnize this their recanciliation and atonement, hee bids him to invite ſome of tkeir 
Kinsfolkes and Neighbours to bee preſent thereat, who were formerly acquainted 
wich their debates and differences ; where no good cheere and choyce wine is wanting ; 
So they are wonderfull frolick, pleaſant, and merry, all rejoyce at this good newes, and 
highly applzud their Sonne George, for his diſcreet carriage and care in the managing of 
this baſinefſe. Thus all chings ſeeme to be fully reconciled, and here Y2fti drinkes many 
times ro his wife Heſter, and thee againe to her husband wich much affeQion and joy : 
When ſupper b<ing ended, their gueſts departed, and their Sonne George having recei- 
ved both of their bleſſings, they berake themſelves to their Chamber and bed. 

Now ( i all humane ſenſe and reaſon) who wonld once conceive or think, that afcer 
this Meadow conference of Yefti to his Son George,. but that this his now-Tablereconcili- 
ation with his wife Heer were true, and pronounced wich much integrity from himſelfe, 
with deepe affeQion to her,. and infinice zeale and devorionroGod ; but Ahlasnothing 
lee, for here I am inforced to relate,that Y7/#i rheſame might had not layenin bed by his 
wife five or fix houres, butſhe ( good woman) {Ieeping in her innocency, he (as adevill 
incarnate) was.waking in his malice. and reyenge,. and langhing in hi« ſleeve to ſee how 
cynningly and ſubrilly bee hathlalled aſleep the courage of tis Sonne, with a M-adow 
conference, andche jealoufie of his Wife witha Supper, and afew ſweet words and kiſ- 
ſes :, When here againethe Pevill blowing the coles to his laſt, and marſhalling up his 
farmer obſcene defires andreſolutions, onely his body isin bed with his wife Heſter, here 
in Friboxrg, but his affeCtion and heart is ſtillin the boſome of his trumpet Sana in Cle- 
aux ; yeathe devill Ifay, is now both fo baſie and ſo ftrong with him, that (as a helliſh 
counſellour , 2nd prodigious pen-man) hee writes downe this definitive ſentence in his 
thoughts, and farall reſolutienin his heart, That S4h#s he will love, and his wife #:fer 
he cannor, and rhat ſhortly hee will giveſo ſharparevenge to his Son George, for his dif- 
obedience towards him, and for beating of his 84yne; asſheſball have no further cauſe 
tofeare his crgelcy, nor himſelfe hiscourags; and becauſe he prefers her love to his own 
life ( as being dangerouſ]y intangledand captivated in the ſnares of her yourh and beau- 
ty) hee likewiſe refolves to writeand fend her a Letter the very next morning. 

- Nowjudge Chriſtian Reader, is not thislike ro _—_ ſweer reformation and recon- 
ciation of Yefii to his wifeand Sonne, firb theſe-are rhe ſparkes' which diffuſe and flie 
out from the fire of his luſt; :andithe farall lines which iſſue forth from the Centre of his 
bloady heart, and finfullſoale ; for in the morning before his wife is-ont of her bed, lie is 


Lining, and writes chis Legter to Shue, which bee ſends herby a truſty meſſenger, - 
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Am Wotting:of abuſrueſſe, which will infigitely ineport both our contents + ſo ifthan wilt reſolve 
obrooke ty: ablence, with as much patience, 23:16 thine with ſarrow. I /hall fioiſh it The ſooner, 

adoſequently the ſaonrr ſet thee." T have mitt with an Accidest, which I thought was wholly im+ 

paſſibleifor mee toiiuect mith ; and thought firſt it brought whe fexreund afflition, yet at length T1 wes 

ifrecell fointerpoſediſcretion; infleaduf courage, thereby #0:draw ſecurity ont of policie, mahich 1 
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Could not or out of refiſtazce ; for '-muſt ivforme thee of this truth that if! +» Zeale and Aﬀe dir 
os 10 thee 15 bs ys w—_ power aud conſideration thea that of mine Jae Sfe, 7 etl they 
with more facility and williagnes rather have hazardedit for thy ſake then have reſerved it jor mine 
owsec. Bui the miſts ofthoſe doubts are now dif ipated, and the clowds of theſe feares blawne away : or 
if net, Iwillſhorth take that order.that thou ſhalt have #0 cauſe to feare the owe,or 1 to dowbi the ot ler, 
Whee Iſhall be fb happy 10 ſee thee T know not but if Fortune prove propitions to my defores and wiſher, 
my returns ſhall be «Fed with ar much celerity, as it it eagerh longed for of me with Aſſetionand 
Paſſiow. 


VASTIqI. 


Sal;nareceivesthis letter of Poſts with <quall feare and joy ; for as ſhe was glad ro heare 
of him and his newes, ſo ſhe was ſorrowful!, as fearing that for her ſake he ſhould imbark 
himſc fe in ſome bloudy baſinefſe,, which might proove ruinous to them both : And al- 

' though her apprehenſion doe farre exceed her knowledge herein, yer her faſpicion will 
give her no truce, neithercan her jealouſie adminiſter any peace. either toher heart or 
mind, before ſhe be reſolved by Yef#i of the doubrfall and cifferent trath hereof, She is ſo 
prophane and laſe.yious, as ſhe can content her ſeife ro make him guilty of Fornication; 
but yer Religion hath lefr ſome ſparkes and impreſſions of Piety in her , that ſhe would 
ſti] have tim innocent of Revenge and Murther : ro which effec, by his own meſſenger 
{he rerturnes him this anſwer. 


SALYNAtOVASTE. 


Eranſe you deeme mee unworthy to kaow your Deſignes, therefore Thive aſſumedihe boldneſſets 

Yfeqre them, in which regard and confederation . find it not firange that Tnow intreat jou to in. 
grave in your h:art. and imprint in your enemory, thet Maliceis moſt commonly ſqwint- e3'd, and Re- 
 venge Hil blind : therefore rf you will wot ?Witle our affetions and fortunes , take heed that you irmmbrue 
zot your heart or hand in innocent bloud for Murther is a crying and « 8 carket fis which God mu 
forgiv: and make white by his Mercie, but wiltaot by bis Inſtice ; whereof thir ny Letter of Advicein 
you ſhall be a wit neſſe betrzixt God. your ſelfe, and me © and therefore, ar you love mee, hazard not your 
life for my ſake. but preſerve it for your owne. As it iris your will to makeyjour ſtay from mee as long 
or (hore as you pleaſe ſoit ſhall be im my pleaſareto judge thereof , and ther: ty likewi(e of your -ffedi- 
on 10 me. Iwifh T could be more yours then T atn, and your ſelje ar often iu my fight and company, at 
I defire God proſper youi: your (tay, and me in your abſence- | k 
Eres; Ot; ALYNA. 


Fafti having thus ſertled his affeQion and affaires with Sahre, he ſees with griefe that it 
isnow almoſt impoſſible for himcoſee her in Clerayx, becauſe of the vigilant and warch- 
full eye of his Son George,over himfelfe ard his aftions here in Fribourg ; wherefore not- 
withſtanding her wholeſome and religious advice to him cobeware of bloud, yer his luſt- 
fultsfeQion'to her doth ſo oatbraveand conquer his naturall love to him, that ro farisfie 
his inordinar concopiſcence, -and co give content to his obſcene and beaſtly defires, hee 
yowes he will ſhortly ſendhim co heaven in a bloudy Coffin, Now the fooner andber- 
ter forhim tocompaſle and finiſh thishis deplorable ſtratzgem, and unnarurall reſofuri- 
on againſthisfonne, his coudſellour chedevill adviſerh himrhat he muſt for a ſhorr time 
make wonderfull faire weather with him. andgild over all his ſpeeches and a@tions to his 
wife Heſter, with muchreſpe& and courrefie'';/ the which Yaftidorh ſpeedily putin pra- 
Rice : Su for amoneth or ſix weekes time, hee ſeesnot Sue, bur all rhings (:o the eye 
of the world) goe in great peace, «fedion, "and tranquillity berwixe” Fither, 
Moarher* and Sonne. Bar- this falſe. Sunſhine will be'too'ſoone ofreraken with 2 
diſmall ſtorme and tempeſt >; 'for- what religions or Chriſtian ſhew ſoever Y-#} 
extcrnally makes unto them, yet 'althongh hee have God in his tongue: he neverthel: fle 
znrernally carricsthe Devill about him in fiis heart; ſo againe and againe he defipirively 
"IP Vowes 
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vowes and ſwears to himſelfe, that his Son George ſhall not live but die. Thus being re- 
ſolute in his bloody purpoſe, he likewiſe reſolves to adde policy to his malice againſt 
him , as thinking and hoping thereby , with more facility todraw him to the lure and 
ſnare which (in his diabolicall invention) he hath ordained for his deſtruction, he fils 
his head with the fumesand honour of military ations, inflames his courage yith the 
enerolity and dignity of a Souldier, whereunto as alſo to travell into other Countries, 
hi knew that this his Son of himſelfe was already ambitiouſly inclined and affefted.At 
other times he repreſenteth to him, to how tnany dammage$$2dangers Idlenefle is ex- 
poſed and ſubject, and whata noble part and ornament jit is in young men ta learne 
Vertuesabroad,thereby to be the more capable to know how to praiſe them at home, 
and with what renowne and glory their Anceſtours have es beaten and ruined 
the Dukes of Burgwndie, their profeſſed enemies, and now made themſelves and their 
Countrey famous to the greateſt Princes and Potentates of Exrepe , eſpecially to the 
Kings of France and Spaine, who theſe many years, and now likewiſe at preſent (qqd.he) 
do equally court our affeCtions and ſervice, though not with the ſame or like integrity. 
And theſe, and ſuch treacherous Lectures, doth Yaſtz ſtill reade unto his Son George, as 
often as he cals him'into his company and preſence, untill at the laſt the fame and name 
ofa ſouldier, and the honour of travell , have ſo ſurpriſed his youthfull affetion, and 
ſeizd on his ambitious reſolutions, that at laſt he beſeecheth his Father to ſend him 
abroad, in ſome martiall ſervice, or generous imployment. But the Father being as 
cunning as his Son is raſh and inconſiderate, futfereth himſelfe of purpoſe to be earneſt- 
ly and frequently importuned by him to that effe&t ; the which he doth : When at laſt 
his Father promiſeth to ſend him to Roe, to his Uncle Andrew Yaſti, who (he ſaith) is 
a chiefe Captaine of one of the Companies of this preſent Pope Urbax VLIL. his Guard; 
who was an old man, very rich, and without wife, childe, or im with him. Georgc 
thanks his Father for this his courteſte and honour, and importuneth him againe and 
againe to haſten this his departure and journey to Kozze to his Uncle,the which he then 
firmely promiſeth him : but yet the greateſt dithiculty hereof is, how he may obtaine his 
Wifes conſent to this journey of her Son; who at firſt oppoſeth it very ſtrongly and paſ- 
fionately, as knowing her Son to be her only childe, her right arme, a great part of her 
ſelfe, the delight and joy of her life, and the prop and ſtay of her age. But the Father 
leaves his Son to draw and obtain his Mothers conſent, as politickly knowing and fore- 
ſeeing, that the leſſe himfelfe, and the more his Sonne importun'd her, the ſooner ſhe 
would grant itz the which indeed fell out as he expected. Only whereas the Son reque- 
ſted to ſtay foure years abroad, his Father gave him but three, and his Mother would 
grant him but two,whereunto at aſt both Father and Son were inforced to condeſcend; 
and now this cruell-hearted Father provides his courteous natur'd Sonne George a new 
Sute of apparel], a Horſe, and Money, and reſolves to accompany and bring him as far 
as Tyriz 1n his journey; which courteſie of his,his Wife and Son take moſt lovingly and 
thankfully. The morne of George his departure comes, and becauſe his Mother the pre- 
cedent night dreamt that her Son ſhould die in this journey, ſhe was now exceeding 
forrowfull to let him go and depart from her; but being againe fortified and rectified 
by the advice of her Huſband, and likewiſe vanquiſhed by the importunate requeſts 
and prayers of her Son, ſhe bedewes his cheeks with her teares, gives him much good 
counſel, ſome gold,and her bleſſing and fothey take leaveeach of other,God putting 
apprehenſion into her heart, and the Devill aſſurance into her Huſbands reſolutions 
that ſhe ſhould never ſee her Son againe : And indeed I write with griefe, that we ſhall 
progreſle very little farther in this Hiſtory, before we ſee her dreame verified, and her 
apprehenſion confirmed. The manner thus : 
.- For Yaſti(being privately as reſolute in his malice and revenge to his Son, as this his 
Son is innocent in not deſerving it of his Father) is ſo far from bringing him to Turin as 
he will not bring him as far as Geneve, but a mile before he comes to Lo/arna (where ke 
tels his Son he would lye that night) the night approaching;and in a long narrow Lane, 


Where he (aw that no earthly eye could ſec him (being wholly deprived of the grace 
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and feare of God,and abſolutely abandoned to Satan and Hell ) *as his ſonne rides cloſe 
before him,he ſhoots him thorow the backe with his Piſtol,” charged with'a brace of 
bullets, who immediately falling dead to the ground, he there deſcends his horſe, and 
(without any remorſe or pitty,as no father; but rather as a Devill incarnate ) cuts off his 
noſe, moſt lamentably ſcarres and mangleshisface;that he mighrnot beeknowne, and 
ſo-takes him on his ſhoulders, and there throwes him into a-deepe ditch or precipice, as 
allo the ſaddte and bridle of his horſe; and turning the horſe toſeeke his fortuneinthe 
wide fields,he (to provide for his ſaferyJrides ſwiftly to'Morges, and there very ſecretly 
huſbeth himſclfe up,pretending to bee licke,and erght dayes being expired(which was 
the prefixed time and day;he'gave his wife for his returne) hee by a contrary Rode way 
of Rolle and Saint Claude,arrives home to Fribourg to her, brings her word of the health 
of her ſonne,and of the remembrance of his duty to her, and that heleft him well in T# 
' rin expcting the benefit of good company totravell up to Roe 3 whereat, harmek ile 
loving Mother, ſhe weepes for joy,and yet rejoycethin weeping. | | 
And now for ſom+ ten dayes after his returne from afting this wofull and deplorable 
tragedy on his ſonne, hee keepes a good forreſpondencie and decorum with his wite 
Heſter 5 but at the end thereof ( ſolely forgetting his heart and ſonle, his God and his 
conſcience,his promiſes and oathes, and his attonement and reconciliation{hee againe 
falls into the dangerous relapſe of his former old Vice; Whoredome and Drunkenneſlc; 
and yet counſelled by a better Angell then his owne, hee forbeares to beate her, as 
well ſeeing, and now knowing, that thereby nothing redounded to him, but ſcandall 
and ſcorne trom all his neighbours, Friends, and Kinsfolkes. But now his Juſt is a- 
ogaine ſo great, and his defires ſo fervently laſcivious towards Salzza, that in ſtaying 
lefle then eight weekes,he thinkes hee hath ſtayed more then ſeaven yeares from her; 
when pretending another journey to his Wife, hee rides over to Cl/eraux to her. Salyn 
gives him many kifles for his welcome, and a many more for relating to lier, that hee 
hath ſentaway his ſonne George to Rome, and to refide and livethere : for ſhee being 
his Fathers ſtrumpet, her guilty and {innefall conſcience made her ſtand in extreame 
feare of him; but yet amidl(t her kiſſes and pleaſures with him, (C remembring the te- 
nour and contents of his laſt Letter to her, and her an{wer thereof to him) her thoughts 
are ſomethmg touched with doubt, and her minde atlaulted and perplex:d with feare, 
that the Father had played no faire play with h1s Sonne, but that 1n regard of his inves 
terate malice to him for beating her, he might have ſent him to heaven, and not to 
Rome. To which purpoſe. ſhe feeles and ſound, him every way, but he 15 as conſtantto 
deny it, az ſhe curious to inquire afterit. Soſhee believing that hee had aſſumed no 
bloudy thoughts againſt his Sonne, ſhe is not yet ſo devoyd 'of grace, or exempt of 
goodnefle, but ſhe gives him this religious caveat for a Memento, which ſhe delivers 
to him accentively and paſſionately, That if ſhe knewhe had made away his Sonne 
by any untimelyend, orunnaturall accident, or that he were any way acceilary to auy 
prodigious diſaſter which had befalne him, ſhe vowd to God, and {wore to him, that 
the would ſpitin his face,diſdaine his company, and reject his attection and himſelfe for 
eversfor that ſhe was moſt aſſured and confident that God(in his due tnne)would poure 
downe vengeance and confuſion on thoſe whom the Devill had ſeduced and drawne 
toimbrue their hearts and handsin innocent bloud.But raft; is paſt grace,and therefore 
ſightly paſſeth over theſe vertuous ſpeeches of his vitious Salzza, witha denyall and a 
kiflez and then they fall to their mirth and familiarity, and hee ſtayes there all that 
day, and lies with her the whole night following3 but {til Salzza (reſembling her (clfe 
and her profeſſion)is very fingrative of his gold,and he as ſottiſbly prodigi1ll in giving 
it toher.as ſhe is covetous tocrave and deſire it of him : ſo (after he had glutted him- 
ſelfe with his beaſtly pleaſures of Salyzua ) hee the next day rides home to his wife, 
who knowing where, and with whom hee had beene, and conſidering it to bee the 
firſt time of his new errour, and his firſt relapſe intohis old one, ſince their reconcilattr 
on,ſhe ſayes nothing to him to diſcontent him3but yet thinks and feares the more: When 
retyring 
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retiring herſclte into her Garden ( after many bitter ſighesand teares for theſc herim- 
nerited croſles and calamities)ſhe there grieves and repents herſclfe for permitting her 
ſonne George to goe toRowe,and a thouſand thouſand times witheth his returne to aſſiſt 
and comfort her: but her teares herein prove as vaine,as her wiſhes are impoftble to be 
effefted, although at preſent very needfull and neceſſary tor her, 8 
For now Yaſtz her busband ( ro make her ſorrowes the more infinite, her hopes the 
more deſperate,and her aftlictions the more remedileſle ) falsagaine to his old practice 
of beating her, notwithſtanding all his late oathes and new promiſes to the contraryzbut 
hee the more eſpecially playes the Tyrant with herinthis kinde, when he comes home 
to her from his cups and whores,for ſhe knowes with griefe, that he retaines and enter- 
taines more then Salina, onely the 1 too ſure that Sahyza hath his purſe, his company,his 
affection,and his heartat her command. farre more then her lſelfe; ſhe ſendes her fighes 
to heaven,and her prayers to Gad, that (out of the profundity of his mercy and go00d- 
ne{{c)he would be pleaſed, either toamend her husband or toend her ſelfe;for grictes, 
ſorrowes,and afliictionsare {0 heaped on her,and (likethe waves of the Sea)fall fo faſt 
one upon the necke of the other to her,that ſhe is weary of her Jife,and ofherl_lfe. When 
on a time after he had cruelly beaten her, torne off her head attire, given her a blacke 
eye and ſwolneface, and difheveled and difparpled her haire about hereares and ſhoul- 
ders ( making God her Protector. and her Chamber her Sanctuary, exempting her ſer- 
vants who came to af{iit and comfort her, and faſt bolting her doore)ſhke to herſclfe ve- 
ry penſively and mournefully breathes forth theſe ſpeeches. _ | ——= 
O poore Heſtcr,what ſenſible griefe is it to thy heart, to thinke, and matchleſle tor- 
ments to thy minde,to ſee and remember.that whiles thou art true ro thy husband 7aſtz, 
he proves both ingratefull and falſe to thee, and that hee continually makes it his de- 
light and glory to hate thee who art his deare wife, purpoſely to beſtow his time and his 
ry rr yeatocaſtaway his eſtate and himſelfe, on his lewd young ſtrumpet $alyna: 
O were hee more bappy and lefle guilty in that Iaſcivious and beaſtly crime, I ſhould 
then be leſſe miſerable, and more patient and ioyfull inthe remembrance thereof. O 
how wretched is his eſtate and condition ! and therefore how miſerable is thine, in that 
hee wilfully forſakes God and his Church to follow adultery and drunkennefle, and a- 
bandoneth all piety and prayer,to ſhipwracke himſelfe,and (which is worſe ) his ſeule, 
upon all carnall pleaſures & voluptrious ſenſualities;The w** grieving to ſee,andalmoſt 
drowning my ſelfe night and day in my tearesto underſtand, I have none butGod:to 
aſſiſt me 1n theſe my bitter afffictions and miſeries,and under God, none, but my hope- 
full Sonne George,left tocomfort mee in theſe my unparalleld calamities and diſconſo- 
lations. Theretore, O God,if ever thou heardeſt the prayers, or beheldeſt the teares of a 
poore miſerable diſtreſſed woman, becauſe I can neither now ſee,nor futurely hope for 
any reformation, in the life and ations of my debauched and vicious Husband, ,bee(I 
beſeech thee) ſo indulgent and gracious to me,thy moſt unworthy Hand-maid.,that ei- 
ther ſhortly thou returne trie my ſaid Sonne from Rgxee,or ſpeedily take me to thy ſelfe 
in heavenzBut yet O my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer,not my,but thy will bedone in 
all things. | | PR Z 
She having thus (privately to herſelfe) vented her ſorrowes, but not asyet. found the 
meanes,cither how to remedy orappeaſe them, becauſe her husband is no Changeling. 
but is ſtill reſolute n this ingratefull unkindenefle and cruelty towards her, ſhe isnow 
reſolved(though with infinite griefe and reluCtation)to acquaint thePreacher of the pa- 
riſh,and ſome two of her husbands deereſt & neereſt kinsfolks to ſpeak with him againe 
and to acquaint them with his pernitious relapſe into all his old vices of drunkenneſle, 
whoredome,& fighting.,and to deſirethem to uſe all their poſſible power todivert him 
fron it, wherin her reſolution hath this iuſtexcuſe, that if they cannot work it.none but 
God can;Butall their care,afteftion & zeale cannot prevaile with him ; For he with the 
hithy dog returnes to hisvomit,and with the brutiſh ſwine againe to wallow,in thedurt 
and welterinthe mire of hjs former vices and voluptuouſneſle. For now her husband 
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Vaſti is oftner at Clerax with his Salyza, then at home at Friboxrg with his wife, who 
(as formerly we have underſtood) ftill makes him pay deare for his pleaſures, and as; 
ſubtle rooking ſ{trumpet,emptieth his purſe of his gold, as faſt as hee tooliſhly fillethir, 
he being not contented to waſte his body,to ſhipwracke his reputation, to caſt away hi; 
time, but alſo to caſt away hiseſtate,and himſelfe on her; the which his vertuous wik: 
cannot but obſerve with ſorrow, and remember with griefe and vexation, but ſhee ſve; 
it impoſſible for her how toredreſflz it : For ſhee isnot capable to diſſemble her diſcon- 
tent to him ſoprivately, as hee publikely makes knowne his cruelty to her, wherefore 
her thoughts ſuggeſt her,and her iudgement prompts her,to prove another experiment 
and tryall on him. To which end ſhe tels him, that' if hee will not henceforth aban- 
don beating of her, forſake his old vices, and become a new man,. and a reformed hug 
band.,that then all delayes ſet apart, ſhee will ſpeedily(by ſome one of her neareſt kins 
folkes)ſend poaſt to Kometo his brother Captaine Andrew Yaſt;, that her Sonne Geory: 
returne home to her to Fr:bourg,the which ſhe is more then confident, upon the receipt 
of her firſt Letter,he will ſpeedily and ioyfully performe. 

Her husband Vaſt; isextremely galled with this ſpeech, and netled with this reſolu- 
tion of his wife Heſter, becauſe (wretched villaine as he is)hee{but too wel)knowes hee 
hath already ſent his Sonne to heaven in a bloudy winding ſheet, and therefore' both 
feares and knowes,that by this his wifes ſending poaſt to Rowe, his deplorable and dam- 
ned fad will infall:bly burſt forth and come to light,the which therefore to prevent, he 
( as bad and cruel] hearted as the Devill himſelfe) is execrably reſolved to heape Of 
upon Peljon, to adde bloud to bloud, and murther to murther 3 and ſo now to poylon 
the Mother his wife,as he had lately piſtolled his and her only Sonne to death.O Feſter, 
ithad beene a fingular happineſle tor thee, that thou hadſt not thus threatned thy hus 
band UVaſtz, to ſend to Rowe for thy ſonne George, but that thou hadſt either bin dumbe 
when thou ſpeakeſt it, or he deafe when hee heard it; for hereby thinking to preſerve, 
thou haſt extreamely indangered thy ſelfe, and hoping to make thy Sonne thy refuge 
and champion,I feare with griete, and grieve with feare, that thou haſt made thy ſclfe 
theruine of thy ſelfe. | 

For Yaſti is {o ſtrong with the Devill, and ſo weake with God, in this his bloody de- 
figne,to murther his wife Heſter,as neither grace or Nature,Religion or Ged, the feare 
ofhis bodies tortures in this life, or of his ſoules torments in that to come are able to di- 
verthim from it, he having no other reaſon for this his damnable rage, nor no other 
cauſefor this his infernall and helliſh cruelty, but this triviall and yet pittitull poore 
one,that his wife Heſter is an eye- ſore to him, becauſe his $alyna is ſo to her. A wretched 
excuſe,and execrable Apologie, and noleſle execrable and wretched is hee that makes 
it. So he (turning his backe to God,and his tace and heart to the Devill)provides him- 
ſelfe of ſtrong poyſon, and cunningly infuſing it into a muske Mellon, which he knew 
ſhe loved welland reſolved to cate that day at dinner;ſbe greedily eating a great part of 
it, before night dies thereof. When very ſubtlely he gives out to his ſervants and neigh- 
bours,that ſhedyed of a ſurfet,in then and there eating too much of the muske Mellonz 
and ſoall of them confidently beleeve and report. 

Thus we have feene with ſorrow, and underſtood with griefe, that this execrable 


wretch 7ſt; hath played the part of a Devill.in poyſoning his vertuous and harmeleſle . 


wite —— qharuy now we ſhall likewiſe ſee him play the part of an Hypocrite to conceale 
it, asif1t lay in his powerto blind-fold the eyes of God, as well, or asealily, as to hood- 
winck thoſe of men from the fight and knowledg therof. He ſeemes wonderfull ſorrow- 
Full for his wifes death,dights himſelte and his ſervants all in blacke, provides a great 
dinner,and performes her funerall with extraordinary folemnity. But notwithſtanding 
God lookes on him with his eye of Juſtice, for both theſe his cruell and inhumane bar- 
barous murthers of his ſoane and wife, and therefore now (in his Providence ) reſvlves 
to punifh him Tkarpely and ſeverely for the ſame; As make the ſequell, and it will in- 
ſ{tantly informe us how. - 
ur 
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 Ourdebauched:and bloudy Yaſtizimmediately upotyhis wifes death and buriall,doth 
witholit -intermiffion hauntthe houſe and company of his laſctvious {trumpet 8414 
at Cl-ravx>as if the 1njoying| of her fight, preſence, and ſelfe; were his chiefeſtdelight, 
and molt ſoyerdigne earthly felicity. He ſpends a great part of hs eſtate enher,and to 
fatisfie her covetous and his luſtfull deſires, he 1s at laſt enforced:to morgageand ſell a» 
way all bis Lands$or aslong as/he had mony. ſhe was his,but when that failed him,then 
ſhe :( asa right ſirumpet,aCted a true partof her ſelfe); failed in her accuſtomed kind+ 
neſſ& and-familiarity towards him, and caſts him off.- |. LERar ib off 
-Thejudgements.af Godzand the decrees of Heayerare as ſecret as facred,and as mi- 
ractlous as juſt,which wee-ſhallifee will tow by degrees be apparently made good and 
verifiedin.this monſter of men,and Devillof Fathers and Husbands,7aſti.For his man- 
fon bouſe,add all hisutenſillsand moveablesin Fribowrg, are conſumed with a ſudden 
fire, ; preceeding/froma flaſh of hghtning.from heaven; /as al ſo all his granges of corne, 
and fackes of hay, and yet thoſe of all his neighbours round abont him areuntouched 
andi\afe-His comealſo which growes in the field brings' forth little or no increaſe, his 
vines;wither and chie away, all:his hoxſes are ſtolne from-him, and moſt of his cattell, 
{hcepeand goits,diofa newand ſtrange diſeaſe; Fox being (as it were mad)they wil- 
fally androuttagioufly run themſelves todeath one againſt the other 3 heeis amazed at 
all theſt-his(unexptted)wondertul loffesand croſles,and yet this vile miſcreanrand m- 
humane miurthere3 hath his conſerence'{ti}]:ſo ſeared up,6& his heart and ſoule ſo ſtupi- 
fied-and:obdurated by the Devill,that he hathneither the will, power,or grace to.looke 
up tg heaven or Godzand ſo.to ſee and acknowledge,from whomand for whatall theſe 
afflictions and calatnities befall him : He growes into great poverty, and againe torajſe 
him,and his fortunes;hee now:knowes no other art or meanes left higa then t@ marry his 
ſtrumpet Sahna, to whom he hath given gout ſtore ofGold,and,on whom (as wehave 
formerly.heard)he hath-ſpent:the greateſt part of his lands and eſtate.Hee ſeckes her in 
marriage! :but (heating of his great loſles, and ſeging of his extreme poverty)thee will 
not derggate from berſelfe, but very ingratefully deniesand difdaines him, and will 
not henceforth permit, him.to enter into her houſe, much leſle to fee or ſpeake with 
him : he&'is wonderfull bitten and galled with, this ker unkind repulſe, and then is 
driven to ſuch extreame wants and neceſlity; . as he is inforced to. fell and pawne-away, 
all thoſe ſmall trifles and things- which are left him,; thereby to:give himſelte, a very 
poore maintenance. So (asa wretched Vagaborid whom God hid juſtly abandoned 
fur the cnormity of hisdelis and crimes.) he now roames and itragleth up amd downe 
the ſtreets of Fribourg,and the.country pariſhes and houſes thereabouts, without meat, 
mony.,or triends,and which is infinitely worſe then all, without God. Butall theſe-his ca» 
lamities and diſaſters, are but the Harbingersand Fore-runners of greater miſeri--s and 
puniſhments, which are now ſuddenly and condignelyprepared to ſurprize and befall 
him 3 whereof the Chriſtian Reader is religiouſly prayed to take deepenorice, and full 
obſervation; becauſe the glory of God, and the Triumphs of his Revenge.in theſe his 
Judgements, doe moſt divinely appeare,and ſhine forth to the whole world therein. 
Vaſti on a time returning from Cleraux towards Fribourg ( where he had beene to beg 
ſome mony or meate of Salyza, either whereof ſhe was ſo hard hearted to deny him)the 
Providence and pleaſure of God ſo ordained it, Tharin the very ſame Meadow and 
place,and neere the ſame time and houre, which formerly he, and his Sonne George had 
their conference there(being very faint and weary)he lay himſelfe downe toſleep there 
at the foot of a wilde Cheſnut-tree 3 yea, he there ſlept ſo ſoundly,the Sunne being ve= 
ry hot, that hee could not heare the great noyſe,and out-cry which many people there a 
farre off made in the meadow, for the taking of a furious mad Bull 3 This Bull I ſay, no 
doubt but being ſent from God, ran directly to our ſleeping and ſnoring 74/27, toft him 
twice upin the ayre on his hornes, tore his noſe, and ſo wonderfully mangled his face, 
that all whocame to his aſſiſtance held him dead;but at laſt they knowing him to be 74- 
ſtiof Fribozrg,and finding him faintly to pant and breath for life againſt death.they take 
Uu2z off 
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oft his clothes and apparell,zndirhenapparantly.diſcoverand ſee,thatthis mad Bul with 
hishoraes bath mace-twolittle-holes in his belly, wherebfar one of them a ſmall piece 
of hisgut hangs our, _ carry him to the next cottage, and laying hinidowne ſpeech. 
leſle, they and himſclte belecve, he cannot hee halfe an houre to an end, agd as yet hee 
ſtill remaines ſpeechlefle ; but atlaſt breathing a little more,and well remembring:him- 
ſelfe, and ſeeing this his diſaſterousaccident, 1t-pleaſed'the:Lord (in the infiniteneſle of 
his goodnefle )to open the eyes of his faith, to mollitie the flintineſle of his heart, to re- 
forme the deformity of his conſcience,' and topurge and- cleanſe the' pollution:of his 
foule for now he }ayes hold of Chriſt Ieſus and his promiſes, | forſskes the Devill and 
his treacheries,and God now ſo ordaineth and'diſpoſeth'ofhim, that for want of Other 
witneſl-s (ſeeing himſelfe on the brinke and in the jawes.of death ) he now-becommeth 
a witne{le againſt himſelfe,apd confefleth before all thewhole company, That he it was 
neere Loſanng,who murthered his owne Sonne — a Piſtoll,and who fince poy- 
foned tis'owne wife Heſter withi a muske Mellon, tor which two foute and inhumane 
fa&tsofhishe ſaid, he from his heart and ſoule begged pardon and remiflion of God. 
- Here upon this his confeſſion, ſome ofthe company ride away to Fribowrg,;'and ac- 
quaint'the Criminall Officers of juſtice thereof 3 who ſpeedily ſend two Chirurgions to 
drelle his wounds, and foure Sergeants to bring 74ſt: thither alive, if poflibly-they can. 
They ſearch his wounds,and although they finde them mortall,yet they believe he may 
live three or foure dayes longer.So they bring him to Fryborrg in a Cart; andithere hee 
likewiſe cenfeſleth to'the Magiſtrates -his two aforeſaid bloudy/and cruel! Murthers, 
drawne thereuntoas he ſaith, by the treacherous allurements and temptations of the 
Devilli:'So the ſame'day, they-for ſatisfaCtion of theſe his unnataral{tcrimes, doe con- 
demnebim tobe hanged , and'then his body to be burntto aſhes3' which is accor- 
dingly executed in Fribourg; ' inthe preſence of a uo concourſe of people, who came 
to ſee him take his laſt farwell of the world, but they thinking and expetting that hee 
would have made ſome religious ſpeech at his death, heetherein deceived their hopes 
and deſires: for he onely prayed to himſelte privately, and then repeating the Lords 
prayer,and the Creed, and recommending his loule to God, and his body to Chriſtian 
arial}, without once mentioning or naming his ſonne George , his wife-Heſ?er, orhis 
ſtrumpet Saha, he ( lifting up his eyesto heaven)was turned over 3 and although 
ing a tall and corpulent man ) hethere brake the rope and fell, yet he was found ſtarke 
dead on the ground. EEE If 
And thus was the wretched life, and deſerved death of this bloudy Monſter of Na- 
ture Yaſt;z. May we therefore reade this his Hiſtory to Gods glory, and to our owne re- 
formation. a | 
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TO-rn. oo 
RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
SIR S4AMES STANLEY KNIGHT OF 

 therBath, Lord Strange, Sonneand Heire apparant 


to Wilhan Earle of Derby, one of the moſt ancientKnights 
of the illuſtrious Order of the Garter. 


L————— 
en i 


MY LORD, F | 
le firſt time that F had the honour to ſee and 
Moll know your Lord/bip was in France, when you 
Sol ben began your travels, accompanied with your 
Noble and Generous ounger brother Sir 
| Robert Stanley, ( likewiſe Knight of the 
TAO 2 Bath)who now lives with God: And Gif my fancy 
decerve not my Judgement ) it is equally worthy bothof my thoughts, 
and of your Lordſhips memory, to ſee bow propttions God bath ſince 


proved to your content, and remaines to your felicity, in ſo highly re- 


compenſing this your lofſe of a Noble Brother,with the rich gift of 


a Vertuous Wife, your Right Flluſtrious I. ady who « deſcn- 
ded from no meaner bouſe than the famous Duxes of I removille 
by her Father,and the Vittorious Priaces of Orenge by her Mo- 
ther,and who being tranſplanted from France, and ( in the Sacred 


Bends of Marriag*) here matched and incorporated to your Lord- 
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ſhip,hath(by the Mercy and Providence of God)in a few yeares 
brought 90u many. {wcet Olive Plants and Branches to perpetu- 
ate your. ancient Name , andrnoft Honourable Family of th: 
Stanfgres ff Colgan 
Ind what are all' cheſevenefits'of Nature, and bleſrings of 
Grace,which God hath {6 opportunely ſent, and graciouſly given you, 
in and by themr;but ſuch, and /o ſublime and tranſcendent, that they 
are ſtrong profes of bis Mercy and Goodneſle towards you, and 
1 doubt not but (in a pious reſolution) your Lordſhip reciprocally makes 
them the cauſe of your eternall gratitude and thankfulueſſe to bis [a- 
cred Mazeſty: for the ſame. : | 

And indeed who can poſſibly bave,or conceive aifferent thought, 
that obſerves how your Lordſhip condufts all your ations byRealon, 
and not by Paſsion : That as 30u efteeme Vertue, to be the chie- 
feſt earthly Honour, ſo y0u likewiſe value Piety and Ciodlineſſe 
to be the beſt and moſt Soveraigne V ertues. That 30u are confident, 
that in Hearts and Soules whichare well and fairely endowed, 
Honour and Honeſty /bould ftul bee Tnins,or inſeparable (om- 
pamons and 1narviduals,becauſe the former without the latter, 1s but 
as fire of raw to the Sunne-ſhine, and to ſhut up this point, that your 
Honour gives the chiefeſt funflions and faculties of JourBoule to 
God, andthe ſecond to the proſperity aad ſervice of your Prince 
and Contrey, that being the true marke of a Religious Chriſtian, 
and this of an excellent Subiett,and Honourable Patriot. 

And this (my good Lord was the Originallcauſe,andtheſe are the 
prevailing Motroes aud Reaſons, why F trench fo farre upon your 
Lerdſhips Greatneſle and Goodneſle, in proffering up this my 
Sixth and laſt Booke of Gods Revenge againſt Murther, 
your Noble ProteEtion and Patronage ; not that your Iord- 
ſhip is the laſt in my AﬀeCtion and Leale, much leſſe in my Re- 
ſpeCts and Obſervance : But that F could give no [atisfation to 
my ſelfe,beforeF had prefixed your Illuſtrious Name, to this my 
unpoliſbed Worke,and before F bad given a publike teſtimony to the 
whele world in generall,, and mdre eſpecially to our little _- 

gland 


wm 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 


ol 2nd Inparticuiar, what place and power your Honorable Birth 
md V ertaes have aeſcrvedly taken up in my heart, and worsbily 
purchaſed in my moſt reſerved and intire affettion. 

The Hiſtor1es which this Booke relates, are memcrable and 
mourne/uil, and to give your Honour my opinion of them, they are as 
lamentable for th: bloud) faits, as memorable for the ſharpe, yet juſt 
puniſhments infitted for the ſame wherein Gods ſacred iuſtice and 
Revenge(wmth equall |] ruth and Glory ) triumphed ore their 
wretched Perpetrators. have caſt them in a low Region of language, 
and therefore 1f they come ſhort of 30ur Lordſhips accurateFudgement, 
mPreſumption i this my Dedication to y0n,hath no otber bope 
of excuſe or pardon,then toſtie ro your Loraſhips innate Cio0daeile, 
and to appeale to your £nown and approved Gienerofitie and Can- 
dor, as making it your Honoxrabie Ambition to cheriſh Vertue 
in all men,and ro defend it avain5t unjuſl ſcandal, and malitions de- 
traction. 

Proceed my Lord as you have fairely and fortunately beganne, in 
the happy exerciſe and progreſſe of Piety, Vertae and Honour ; 
and as the hopes are now ours, ſo mayibe happy fruits and effeits ther - 
of,,nfallib1y ſtill prove your 1_ordſhips hereafter, untill ut have per- 
fefted and compleated 30u to bee a moſt Illuſtrious Patterne of 
Goodneſlein this world, and a glorious Saint in that tocome, the 
which none ſhall pray to God for with more true Licale, nor deſire 
pich more unfaigned AﬀeCtion,then 


Your Honours humblce(t 


deyoted Servant, 


IonuN REYNOLDS. 
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CONTENTS OF LIHESE HISTORIES 


HisT. AXVL 


Imperia for the love ſhee beares to young Morolini, ſeduceth and cauſeth him ( with his two 
conſorts, Aſtonicus and Donato) ts ſtifle to death her old husband Palmerius in his bed z 
Morofini a#sfortunately letting fall his gloves in Palmerius his chamber that night which 
he did it > They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 
Morofinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther o f his Vn- 
kle, So they together with their acceſſaries Alconicus and lYonato,are all forre of thews ap- 


prehended and hanged for the ſame. 


HrsST. AK VIS 


Father Jaſtinian @ Prieſt, and Adrian 4s T: ve keeper, peyſsu De Laurier, who was lodged in his © 
houſe, andthes bury him i: his Orchard ; where a moneth after a Wolfe digs him up, and devoures 
a great part o*his body, which Father Juſtinian aud Adrian underſtanding, they flye upos the 


ſame, but are afterwards bothof 16:11 appreh:nded and hanged forit. 


H1isT. X XVIIE 


Hippolito #urcbereth Garcia is the ſtreet by night, for the which he 3s hanged. Dominica and her 
Chamber: mide Deniſa poyſoneth her Husbavd Roderigo; Denila efterwards ſtrangheth ber 
own new borne Babe , and throwes i intoa Pond, for the which fheis hanged ; ow the Ladder ſhe 
confeſſed that ſhe was acceſſary, with her Lady Dominica inthe poyſoning of her Hutband Ro- 
derigo ; for thewhich Dom:nicazs apprebended, aud likewiſe hanged. 


Hisr. XXIX. | 
SnQifiore (pon promiſe of marriage) cets Urſinawithchilde, and then efterwerds very ingrate- 
fully and treacherouſly rejeGeth her, and marries Bertranna : Urtina being ſer;ible of this her 
diſgrace diſguiſeth ber ſelfe in 4 Friers habit , and with acaſe of Piſtol; kils SanRifiore as he is 
watking in the fields, for the which ſhe 3s hanged. 


H1isT. XXX. 


De Mora treach:rouſly kils Palura iv 6 Duellwith two Piſtols : His Laty Bellinda with the 
aide of her Geatlemas Yther Ferallo , pcyſoneth her Husbgnd De Mora, andafterwards ſhee 
warrieth and murthereth her ſaid Hurband Ferallo is his bed ; ſo ſheis burat alive for this her 
laſt murther, aud her aſhes throwne into the aire for the firit. 
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" HisTtory XXVI, 


Imperia for the love ſhee beares to young Motofini,  ſeduceth and canſeth him ( with his two 
conſorts, Aſtonicus ayd Donato) te ſtifle to Heath ber old husbar:d Palmerius in his bed 5 
Morofini »isfor tunately letting fall his gloves in Palmers bis chamber that night which 
he didit 3 They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 

_ Moroſimes,azd doth thereupon accuſe hin and ki Aunt Imiperia,for the Murther of his Vn= 

* ke, So they together with their acceſſaries Aftotiicus and Donato,are #1! fore of there ap- 

, prehended and hanged for the ſame. "', —_ Y 

Foto mooſe Intemperate and laſcivious affetions which ſavour 

LARAESFR II more of Earth thatt'- Heaven ,} are {till attended on with 

Vol ſhame and repentance, and many times followed by miſerie 
and confuſion: 'For God being our Maker by Creation,and 
our Saviour by Redemption, conſequently ſhould bee of 
ourloves ind affeftions, aridthe- true and ſole object, in 

-whom: onely they ſhould begin and terminate: For Nature 

muſt bee a handmaide, not a'Miſtrefleto Grace, becaufe 
God ( in his Divine decree aid ereation of man ) hath 

: made our bodies mortall, bat our ſoules 1mmortall. And 

the like Antitheſis which there is betweene Luft and Charity , the'fanie thereis be- 

tween finnefull adultery and ſanttified-marriage:But where onr youthful affections be- 
ginne in whoredome, and end in murther, hoes: can bee there expected tor an _ ; 
XK 2 nt 
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Seigniory of Yexice (which for wealth and power gives place to nocther 
of Chriſtendome)holds it no degree of diſparagement,but ratheran hap- 


"HM ©-py and © ble vertue mabheipNgbles and Gentlemen, ta exer 
= facu}tiepnd/ph Ne of Merchanesythe whiel? they Genel per 
inFvrkie;and al other parts of the levant &eag5 with as much profit as glery,fto the ad 
miraticn of the whole world , and the envy of their private and publike enemies : of 
which number of Venetian Gentlemen, 'Seignior Angels Moroſiniis one, ayo ung man, 
of ſome twerity ahd toure yearesofage;deſcended of a Noble name andfamily,and(if 
lhe trle)from Whence oyrs Were 18 Eg _— their Origingtt? Hee is tall 
and ſlender of ſtature, ofa lovely. ſanguine complexion, «bright Cheſtniit-coloured 
haire,butas yet acorned withia ſmall apparittiondf a beard. z;He isaGtive of body, of 1 
ſweete carriage,and nimble wit,anda moſt pleaſing and gracefullſpeech;and hee is not 
ſo young, buthe hath already made two ſeverall voyages to Conſtantinople and Alexa 
driain both which hee reſided ſome five or {1x yeares, and through his wiſdome and 
induſtry wonne ſome wealth, but more reputation and fame, in ſo much as his deport- 
ments and hopes,to the eye and judgment of the world, promiſeth him a fortune equal, 
if not exceeding his bloud and extraction. Holding it therefore rather a ſhame thana 
glory as yet to marry,or which is a thouſand times worſe,to paſle his time vainly andh- 
ſciviouſly at home-among the Ladyes and courtiſans of Venice, upon whoms (by the 
way of a premomition and;precaution. [OE ſo many debolhed young. Gallanesto 
caſt away their eſtates and themſclyesghee alſymes his formerambition to travell ,and 
ſo undertakesa third voyage to Conſtaxtinophe: He embarkes himſclfe'upqn a good ſhip 
named the Little Saint Marke of Perice,and 1n company of Seignior Aſtonichys , and $e- 
:zenior Philippe Donato, likewiſe two young Gentlemen, Merchants of Yenzce, of his deare 
and intimate acquaintance(with a pleaſant gale and merry wind , they ſer ſaile from 
Malanoca,the Port of that City;and ſo direCt and ſhape away their courſe for the i{larids 
of Corfu and zant, where they are toſtop , and takein ſome commodities , and from 
thence thorow the Archipelagys, by Caray and Cyprus,. to the partof the Great Scignivr- 
But as men propoſe,and God diſpoſeth,gf al raſcal actors and accidents fo they 
are overtaken by a ſtorme; and with contrary windes put into the Harboyr and City of 
Ancona, arich , populonsand ſirong City which belongs tothe Pope ,- and whichisthe 
Capitall of that Province of the Marca 4lrcomitona, from whenq-itaflumes and takes its 
denomination: , and wherein thereare well neare three thouſand Iewes ſtill refidedr , 
who pay a great yearly Revenue to his Holineſle ,. ,T he windbeing as yetcontrary for 
our three Venetian Gallants, and they knowing that our Lafly of Loretto( the great- 
eſtand moſt famous Pilgrimage of the chriſtian world was bp fifteene ſmall miles off 
in the Countrey;whereas yet they had nevereither of them b&ene , they in meerede- 
votian ride thither, their ſhip.now being faſt anchored and mored in the Peere of 4u- 
coxa,which ſtands on the Chniſtian ſide, upon the Adriatique. Sea ,, Vulgarly tearmed 
thegulte of Vexzce- lv; | gia 
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. And here it isneither my purpole or defire to write mauch,either of the ( pretended) 
jetic of this holy chappell of Loretfo, which the R omanilts fay was the very Chamber 
wherein the Virgin Miry brought up her Sonne,our Saviour Teſus Chriſtz or of her Pi- 
&ure which they likewile alleadge was drawne by the hand and pencill of the Apoſtle 
Saint Lxke,and both the one and the other , as they affirme miraculoutly brought over 
the Seas from PaleHine by Ang=lls,and firſt placed by them on the hils of R-caznati(three 
little miles thence )and long lince by the ſaid Angels tranſlated and placed here in this 
finall towne of Lorctto.But as for my ſelfe, this legend 15 too weakto paſle current with 
my faith, much leſle toeſteeme itasan article of my Creed. Onely this I will confefſe 
and ſay. Thatas it was devotion,not Curiofitie which carried our Moroſin?,Aſtonicns and 
Donatothither : ſoit was my curioſitie,notmy Devotion which made mee to take the 
ht thereof in my.Travells. Where in the rich and ſumptuous Quire of a ſtately Ca- 
thedrall Church,I ſaw this little old Brick Chamber(now tearmed the Holy Chappell 
verie richly adorned with great vartietie of maſlie Gold and Silver Lampes,and this Pi- 
{ure of the bleſled Virgin 1na fhrine of Silver, moſt richly decked with Chaines and 
Robes,imbrotdered with Gold and ſilver , and ſet with pretious Stones of ineſtima le 
valew,which(to expreſle the truth in one word)bred much admiration in mythoughts, 
but no veneration atall in my heart.So [ leave Loretto, andreturne againe to our Hiſto- 
ry, which wasthe onely Relique that I brought thence. mt 
 Thetwofirſtdayes, 'our three Venetian Gallants viſit this holy Chappell with much 
folemnity-and devotion, where not to Jeſus the Sonne, but to Mary the Mother they of- 
ferup their prayers, . and pay their vowes of thankfulneſle for-theirdeliverarice from 
the late ſtorme which put them and their ſhip in ſafety at Azcona. But the third day 
there betidesan unexpetted accident to Moroſi#7, which will adminiſter matter and life 
to this Hiſtory.' Heleaves his two friends and companionsin bed,” and (teales away to 
theholy-Chappe), where being on his knees at/his devotion, hee neere to him, - ſees a 
ſweet young gentlewoman likewiſe on her.knees at her devotion and orifons very rich 
in apparel, but incomparably faire and beautifull. Hee curiouſly markes her Roſeat 
Lilly Cheekes,her piercing Eye;the Amber Treſles of her Haire,Rer-Alablaſter Necke 
and Paps, ' and herfſtreight and ſlender waſt, all which made hey to bee the P-ide and 
Glory of nature ; At whoſe ſight and contemplation,his minde 1s ſoſodainely inflamed 
withaffeqion to her,that he who heretofore could not poſhbly:be drawae tolove any 
Gentlewoman; or Mayden, now deſpight of himſelfe (and of his contrary inclination 
and reſolution)hee atfirſt ſ1ght is1nforced to love her, and only her. For the more hee 
ſees her;the more hee affects her; which engendereth ſuch ſtrange motions,and ſedaine 
paſſions in his heart, that the ſweetnefle of this ſy1eet object, enforced his eyesmceſ- 
lantly togaze on her both with affection and admiration. Our Moreſjzi would faine 
bane beorded and faluted her there-;but that. hee would not make Heaven ſo much 
ſoope to Earth, nor prophane the holineſle of: his affeftion and of this place with ſuch 
impietie. / But at laſt ſeeing her toriſe : from her prayers, and ſo todepart the chap- 
pell, : hee;could not.i hee would not ſo leave her, norforſake-the' benefit of - this 
ſveet ppportunitytaimake himſelfe knowne to her; When withdrawing his. devotion 


fromthe old Lady of Loretto to giveit tothishis young Lady (. and pretended Mi- 


ſtris ) in Lore#to, hee'trippes away after her; into the bgdy of the Church,where ſeeing 
ker onely attended;/' by a' welkclad Bay and her young waiting Gentlewomnian; :( after 
flutes en both ſides performed) hee there profereth her his lervice in-theſe generall 
earmes. SELFTTITel on 

Moroſ-I know not ſweet young Lady,whether I may tearme my clte happy or unfor - 
tnate,--40 being this morning honoured with thefight of ſo- beautifull a Nymph, :;and 
Virgin as your elfe, becauſe inthinking to gain my ſoule:;l feare I have loſt my heart in 
the 4morous extaſies of that delicious Obje& and contemplation 3 thereforei-befeech 


Jou thinke it notſirange, that having received my wound from your beauty, Iflie to 


AF 3 your 


——— 
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your Courteſie for my cure and remedy thereof; and that ſeeing you ſo weakely guar- 
ded, Ipreſumeto requeſt the favour of you, that you will pleaſe to accept of myCompa- 
py toreconduCt you to your home. 

This young Lady,ſecing her felfe ſo much gazed on by this unknowne Gentleman 
in the holy chappell,and now ſo courteouſly faluted by him in the Church, ſhee could 
not refraine fromdying her Lilly Cheekes with a Vermillian bluſh, when having too 
much beauty to be too unkind,aud yet too much Coyneſle and modeſty at firſt to prove 
too courteous to him,ſhee(brooking her name well Jreturnes him this anſwer. 

Imp-Sir you being ſo happie to have given up your Soule this morning in your deyo- 
tion tothe bleſſed Lady of this place, .I donor a little wonder, that you ſo ſoone pro- 
phaneit, by endevoring to make mee believe, that you have loſt your heart in the con+ 
templation of ſo poore,and ſo unworthy a beautie as minezFor herein as you prophane 
your zeale to her, ſo your afteftion to me; (ith that ſhould be more ſacred,and this not fo 
much faigned or hypocriticall. But ſuch wounds ſtill cary their cures with them, and 
therefore as my beauty was not capable to occaſion the one, ſo ſhall not my courteſje be 
guilty in granting the other : if my weake guard bee not ſtrong enough tocondutt mee 
tomy home, my i#nocencyand 75 89 ares aSalſo to defend mee from the ſnares and 
lures of thoſe Gentlemen, whole beſt vertue conſiſts more in their tongues then their 
ſoules, and more in their complements then their aftionsz Of which number fearing 
and taking you tobe one, and my fathers houſe being ſonigh, I ſhall not want you 
company,becauſe as I deſerveſo 1 deſire itnot, and therefore I will leave you, and yet 
not without leaving my thankes with you, for this your proffered favour, and unexpe 
Ctedcourteſie, | 

Although Morgſini could not refraine from ſmiling at this herſharpe and witty ar 
Fxer, yet hee ſeeing his complement retorted,and his courteſte returned with a refuſal, 
hee could not yet refraine from biting his lip thereat.But againe confidering herto bee 
exceeding faire and vertuous , and hoping withall that her father might likewiſe prove 
rich, hee would not diſgrace his breeding nor make-himſelfe a Novice in Love to bee 
put off with this her firſt repulſe,but againe ſounds her in theſe tearmes. | 

Moroſ.My devotiori to the mother of our Saviour doth not prophane, but 1 hope bleſſ 
and fandtifie my affeftionto you, and therefore if it bee not the cuſtome ofthe young 
Ladyes and Gentlewomen of Lorettoto uſe ſtrangers with this diſcourteſie, I cannot be- 
lieve that you would purpoſ]y thusexerciſe your wit in my patience,by inflicting on me 
this your unjuſt re fuſa]l. As for your feigned ſhewes of Hypocrifie: Iam as innocent of 
them as you ſuſpett and tearme mee guilty, and have no more ſnares or lures in profer- 
ring yourmy affeCtion and ſervice, than that which your pure beautie and chaſt vertues 

ve mee. Neither am I of the number of thoſe Gentlemen, .whome you pleaſe to tra- 
duce and diſparage becauſe their hearts and tongues agree not, or for that their aCtions 
prove not their ſpeeches, and complements reall;becaufe I as much diſdaine as you con- 
demne them; Therefore if you cannot give mee the conrteſie, I pray at leaft lend mee 
the favour,that Imay waite on you to your fathers houſe;whomel ſhall ever bee readie 
to ſerve with as much humilitie for your fake, as to cheriſh and obey your ſelfe with af- 
feCion for mine owne. | | 

This anſwer of Moroſii makes this young Gentlewoman ( whoſe name heand we 
ſhall anon know) as ſweetly calme, as right now ſhe was unkindly paſſionate, ſothat | 
locking ſtedfaſtly on him.& compoling hercountenance rather to ſmilesthan ffownes, 
ſhe rejoynes with him thus. f 

Imp.\t 15 the cuſtome of the Ladies andGentlewomen of Loretto, to uſe Strangers 
rather with too much'reſpe(t than t6o little favour, eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen who 
{avour more of honour than vanity. If therefore I have any way wronged mine owne 
judgement,in ſuſpeCting or not acknowledging your merits,I know T am yet as worthy 
of your excuſe as of your reprehenfion. And becauſe I underſtand by you, that you are 
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a ſtranger to this place though not to this Country, asalſothat you ſeeme to be ſoim- 
portunately defirousand willing to condudt me to my fathers houſe ; I will therefore 
give a contrary Law to my owne will, and now make civility diſpence with my diſcre- 
tion by accepting of this your kind proffer, and you ſhall not accompany mee thi- 
ther to him, with ſo much reſpect and zeale, as I will you with obſervance and 
thankes. 

Which kinde ſpeech ſhe had no ſooner delivered and Moroſini received , but hee 
againe cloſed with her thus : | 

Morof. Sweet Lady.this conrteſte of yours ſeconding your beauty, ſhall eternally ob- 
lige me to your ſervicezand in requitall thereof, I will ever eſteeme it my beſt happi- 
reflec to receive your Fathers commands, and my chiefelt felicity ahd glory toexecute 
yours: When reciprocally exehang ing ſalutes, he takes her by the hand and arme, and 
very gracefully conducts herto her Fathers, houſe, not farre off from this ſumptuous 
Church, and by the way thither (among other ſpeeches and complements hee gathers 
from her that her Fathers name is Sigzior Hierome Bondino, and hers Donna Imperia,his 
only Daughter. Wherein hefor the former fame of his wealth and the preſent ſight of 
her Beauty doth both delight and glory, as dreaming of a future felicity which he ſhall 
enioy in her ſight and cotnpany 3 whereof for the time preſent he hath farre more.rea- 
fon to flatter than to aſlure himſelfe. | 

Now we muſt here underſtand that this Signivy Bondineo her Father, isa Gentleman 
of an ancienthouſe and noble deſcent 3 and of a very great eſtate both inlandsand 
meanes,and withall he wasexceeding covetouz, as glorying morein his wealth than in 
his generofity,and more in his faire and beautifull Daughter 7-peria, then in any other 
ofhis Children. Here Moro/7:i brings 1peria home; and ſhe preſents him and his courte- 
fie to her Father, who receives him reſpectfully and kindely thankes him for this his 
qþſervance and honour to his daughter : who le&by the luſtre ofher eyes, and the de- 
licacy of her beauty, was ſoextreamely inflamed with affeCtion towards her, as at that 
very inſtant he proclamed himſelfe her Servant,' and ſhe the Lady Regent of his heare 
and deſires, and then it was that he firſt acquainted her witthisnameand quality,with 
his intended voyage to Conſtantinople,but chiefely with his conſtant defire and reſoluti- 
on to ſceke her inmarriage both ofherſelfe and her father. Wherefore to contra this 
Hiſtory into anarrow Volumne,l will paſle over his often courtings and viſies of her.as 
alſo thoſe ſweet ſpeeches,and amorous diſcourſes and conferences which paſt betweea 
them during; the ſpace of three geeks; whereinthe wind proving contrary to his voy 
age, provedtherefore propitious to this his ſute and affeCtion, In which time he proved 
himſclfe ſo.expert a Scholler(or rather a _— in the Art of Love,thathe exc 
hearts with her obtained her affeCtion and conſent to be his Wife upon his firſt returne 
from Conſtantiniple,but yet it was wholly impoſlible either for him or her to draw. her 
fathers conſent hereunto, although many times he ſought it of him with prayers, & ſhe 
with teares../Forhe making wealth to be the very unage and idol of his devotion, and 
eathering'that Moroſini's birth farre exceeded his.ſtate and meanes, as alfo that in his 
opinion;that his eſtate was yet farre greater thanhis capacityor judgement, hee would 
never hearktrito him, much leſſe grve:way that hee ſhould be his Sonne in Law : but 
with much-obſtinacy and reſolution, vowed thathee would firſt rather:ſee bis Daugh+ 


ter married -roher gravethanto him, the which-froward and harſh -refolation of /his 


makes ouritwo. loversexceedingly ta grieve and lament thereat. But howto remedy 
it they know not. More/rinow acquaints his twoconſforts 4ftonicus and Doneto with: his 
afteftion to.7peria,and brings them:the next morning to ſee her, who highly. commend 
his choice, and extoll her beauty and vertues tathe skiesz They in Moroſn#': behalfe 
deale effeually with Bordino to draw his conſent to this match, mount his praiſes and 
merits as high as Heaven,and ina word, they leave no friendly office, orreaſons unat- 
tempted to perſwade and indace him hereunto, but they ſpeake cither to the winde,or 
to 
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to aideafe manzfor his will is his law,and thereforethey finde it a worke,not only of ex- 
= treame difficultie, but of meere impoſlibilitie toeffeCt it; for neither they nor Moroſonz, 

| can ſo much pray and exhort Bondini to this match,as hee with ſharp words and bitter 
threates ſeekes to divert his Daughter from itzwhich pierceth and galleth theſe two Lo- 
verstotheir very ſoules. For by this time their aftetions and hearts are ſo ſtrongly and 
firmelic united,that 7zperialoves Moroſini a thouſand times dearer than her owne life, 
and hee/hernoleſſe . So when they thinke of their ſeparation and departure each from 
other , the very conceit and thought thereof drawes even drops of blood from their 

hearts and an Ocean of 'teares from their eyes. But becauſe they are more amorous 
then ſuperſtitious in their devotion and afteftioneach to other, and that(in their 
thoughts and defires)they ſacrifice more to the Altars of Yezxs then to that of the Vir- 
gin MaryzT herefore tortune more envying then pittying them, and therefore reſolving 
toſeparate their bodies asfarre aſunder, as their hearts are nearely linked and com- 
bined together: the winde comes faire,and the Maſter of their ſhip ſends ſpeedily from 
Anconatothem to Loretto toicome away,for that hee is reſolute to omit no time, but 
with all expedition toweigh Anchor,aud ſet faile for Corſi. | 
|.. Morofni receives thisnewes with infinite ſorow , and Jwperia with extreame griefe 
andamazement.ſo as if grace had not prevailed with nature, and her obedience to her 
Father vanquiſhed and given a law to her affeCtion towards Moroſinz ſhe could then and 
there have | we in her heart tohave left Jraly, and accompanied him in his voyage 
ta:Txrkzeand Conſtantinople, ſo ſweet was his ſight and preſence, and ſo bitter was the 
verie:thought of his abſence to her heart'and minde; Here Moroſiz# comes againe with 
his'/hatin-his hand,and 7-pe5a on her knees with teares to her father,that hee will grant 
they-may contra& themſelves each to other before his departure, but he is deafe to his 
requeſts, and 'inexorable to her teares qnd'prayers.For he vowes he cannot,and ſweares 
hee will not conſent thereunto;Ant'therefore here the Reader muſt conceive, for itis 
impoſiible forinice to exprefle the thouſand part of the ſighes which he,and the teares 
which ſheeexpends, at this their ſorowfull departure,inſo much as I cannot truly define 
whether he then:gave her more kifles,or ſhee him teares.So here ſhe vowes to remaine 
enmarried tilÞhis returne; "and hee both promifeth'and ſweares, ' that hee will returge 
within one-yeareto her and marty her, the which the more: anthentically toſeale and 
 confirme,he givesher a richEmoerauld rifig from his finger,; and ſhehima faire carka- 

' metofOrientpearles from her necke; with which the great drops of her tearcs trick- 
ling downe her vermillion cheekes'feemed to have m— rfe& fympathyand refem- 
blance;zOf which/interchangeable and mutuall contra of 25vaEe and Dorado are joyfull 
iwitnefles, wholſteke tbiadde comfort and confolation to theſe her unſpeakeable'ſor- 
rowes,andunparalleld aflitions,forthis their ſep aration;whiles F-yperia im the meane* 
timeattheverythought andiconſideraton hereof;(ſhe gazing on her Moroſen; ) ſeemes 
tdiburſtherhedrtwithlighing,and todrowne the Roſes and/ Lillyesof her beautie 

Ivith theſhouzes and rivulets of her teares. So Moroſini being againe and againe called 
avay by Aftoxienus and-Doxato,, heethen takesleave of Bondino;and thenrofhis deere 
tid fweer Daughter 7perta;in whoſe heart and breſt hee imparadiſcth all his' moſt ire? 
ligiousprayerg,and treaſureth up all hisamorous'defiresand wiſhes, andifrom therice 
(with bis twofaithfull friends and companionsrakes horſe for Ancona, where as ſoon as 
they cometheirlong boatisa ſhoare:ardtakesthemin;when the wind continuing {till 

_ exceeding faire,they areſpreſently for Corfu & Conſtantinople,where we'willtleave them 

. Adting nponthe Seas,expoled to the favour and-mercy-of the.windes,and according to 
theorder of our hiſtory. come wee againe tofpeakiof Boxztnoand'of hisfweet and fawe 
daughter 7zperia,to ſee what matter they willadminiſter us, and what Actions and Ac- 
cidents they will produce. - $4Br7 1 v7 gt 070g! wiles:? 
2 Whilesour faire 7periday and night weeps and ſighesfor the abſence of herdea- 
reſt and ſecond ſelfe Morofnz,and with-her eyes and hands erefted to Heaven __ 
, a y 


4a 


þ;.þ 19.83. b-+5 
> © R255 
Ph prot 


_ = R8Vﬀ1X. = tt _ VF _ T#XF Ot ET OR I ENT COUT OT Ay CLIT OO EIT 


t 


vo TH _W4a..9 WI 'W mm uw iu > tw Fy (DD. 


Li — 


ro 


H1 Q.X XVI. A A4 woſtui and [mperia.”. 


ally prayes for his proſperitie. and returne, her old Father Bordiro aflumesa direft con- 
trarie courſe andre(olurion;for within two orthree moneths of Moroſrzz sdeparture;hee 
makes it his greateſt care and-ambition to provideanotherhutband-forhis daughter. He 
isnot ignorantof her teares and pen(iveneibe-taghisabſcnce,and knowes fill well; chat 
her ſolitacie walkes and pale 'thinne cheekes,::i Jooke fill conſtantly tohim and never 
from him. - Buche jisreſolmnethathis cld covetomſneſle thall prevent and dec eiyerhis 
heryoung aftettion, and thattoworke:on' the advantage of:Moroſtnis abſence, his beſt 
and ſhorteſt courſe isto heave him ogcot her heart and minde,. and contrariwiſeto pro- 
pound and place another Huſband inhis ſtead:Fowhich egdns ſatd daughters beauty 
& his. own wealth having already procured her'two.arthreeather Sutors;who earnceſtlic 
ſeeke her m marriage,” hee likes none 'of them; fo well asold Setgnwor Palzcrins a rich 
Mercham of 4xcoza,aged of atleaſt fixty yearesywhereas hisfaire Daughter 742peria was 
not above twentie foure, whowas of ſo deformed and deorepitia perſonige and conſti- 
tutidn;that heſecmed burasia withted TJanuarie:ta this freſh Bady: May;and his age but 
a frozen winter tothe fragrant flouriſhing Sommer of her youth and beautie.Butthisold 
dotard Palzeria: (whois every way fitter for hisowne gravethan far Jwperia's bed ) is fo 
nkey withthedaintinefle of her perſonage, as hee hopes that her youth:and herftathers 
igewill ftoope and ftrike ſai] 2 to hipwealthzand 'thereforehe tricke>und:prideshim+ 
{clfe upboth'inhis apparelLand beard,as if Loverhad taken away mugh ob hrs agezmow 
purpoſlie toadde it tohisvanity and mdiſcretios;fohe:comesto Bozaimu's houſeatLo- 
retto,and {cekes this his faire daughterin marriages awhers thecontideration ofhisgreit 
eſtate and wealth act ſuch wonders with her fdthersheart and refohirion; that her father 
and he have already ſwaptabargaine that he,and'none but hieſhall.niarry-his daughter, 
before as yethee have the happinefle toſee herBurathaſt:her Father tings hero huwp, 


chargeth her with his commands todiſpoſe her tejfato affe&&marry. him, & ſpeaksto 


her not only inthe language of a father, but ofa;kmg;forfuchis his pleaſure. Theſe ſpee- 
ches of her father, and the ſight of her old loveryet new ſutor Pa/zcrius; doth much a- 
maze and terrifie his young daughter 7zyperia:{o ſherecerives & heares thole with infinite 
affliction and ſorrow,and him with much contempt and difdaine; for ſhe rejectshis ſute 
andhimſelfe,and boldly rells both her father and him,that'Morofini is too) deeply lodg- 
edin her heart; for anyother of the world to have entrance or admittance, andthere- 
fore(with ſighes and teares)caſts her ſelfe at herfathers feet; and prayes him thatihee 
will not force her to marry Signior Palmerius whom ſhee aftirmesſhee cannot poſſibly 
afte&t.much tefle obey.Put her father is reſolutetohave itſo,and therefore ( pafling o- 
yer all other reſpects and conſiderations) hee addes threats,zo his commands, and ve- 
hemently chargeth her againe at{d againe toconfent thereto. Bur hevabſeat Moroſoni is 
{till ſopreſent.in her heartand minde; and fo freſhand plealing:tyher eye and memo- 
rie that ſhee cannot, ſhee will not fargethim. '©! Scorhat forthis'rimerher Father:canno 
more enfo'ce:her to ſpeake with Pglwerins;ordiawher to fee himgand rhusfhe puts him 
off for his firſt comming to Lorerto to her. lmperidbeing nowntintehrglad to have thus 
7 her father the foile, and old Palmrerius the repulſe, ſhee raifethaithouſand new 
rophees of joy,an4 victories of delight in her heart for the ſame,as if rhat outragious 
ſtorme and tempeſt (fo contrary and diſpleaſing to her heart) had received end almoſt 
as ſoone as beginning. Thus now rumimating on'nothing lefle then on Pa/merirs,nor on 
nothing more than on her ſweet and deere Moroſizi,(to whom in his abſence ſhe facri- 
hiceth all rhe ftefmefof her heart,and all the vowes, deſires.and wiſhes ofher ſoule)ſhee 
paſleth away her timein perpetuall praying for his returne,for the whieh ſhee leaves 
not the Lady,no nor any. ether Saint of Zorettounadored, or unprayed $0. Buticontrary 
to her hopesand deſires herein,this her old futor Pa/merins,Chaving wholly loſt the foli- 
dity of his judgement inthe excellency of her beautic)he ſtill keepesood:correfpon- 
dence, and curious intelligence with her father, and continually hisſheartrannes As 
much on her youth, as her fathers covetouſnetle.doth'on his wealth and gold;ſb\within 
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two moneths hee returnes againe to Zoretto,where hee 1s received with. as much joyof 
Bondino, as with extreame diſcontent and ſorrow of his Daughter 7peria, whonow 
poore ſoule can receive no-peace nor truce from-either of them, but they inceſlantlie 
haunt her as her ghoſts,amdfaile not dayand'might to importune her forthe conſumma. 
tion'of this contract and:matriage.but her heart is fo cloſe united & wedded to Moro; 
that itisas yet impeſiible for either; or both of them to divorce or withdraw her from 
him Palmerizs thinkes to-gainc her xr Gere giftsand preſents, but ſhee refuſeth them 21l 
for the ſake of the giver, add her father now tempts her with' ſweet ſpeeches and per- 
{waftons,and:then again; terrifies herwith bitter commands and threats, hoping therby 
in the end to.make her flexible to his deſires and: wiſhes3 But. his daughter 1»perz not- 
withſtandingall this (with a conſtancy worthy of her beauty, 'and every way equall to 
her ſelfe). reſolves to fruſtrate the hopes of the firſt, to annihilate and make yainethe 
-expeCtation of the ſecond;;and ſo todeceive the deſires and wiſhes of them.both,and to 
keepe her heart wholly:for'Morofezz,: as ſhee hath formerly promiſed and obliged her 
ſelfe:to doe. Eo ror Oo penon 7 onnirlineg a roam &f \, 
But although Palweriuewere heretofore the firſt time ſo cafily beaten off with 722peria; 
refufall,hee will-not bee fache ſecond, [and therefore his heart and mindetelling him 
that'the ſweetneſſe of her youth;and the delicacy of her beauty deſerve a ſtronger;and 
longer fiege of hisaffeftion.Hee(by the free adviſe and conſtnt of her father) reſolves 
to ftay.and burneall tharfommer in Zoretto, hoping that time would change her reſo- 
[lations and make that feaſable in'his Daughters afteQion, which now in a manner ſeems 
ed to bee impofhible. Thus if Pal-rerzuoulte bisbeſtendevours to beare and conquer'1m« 
peria one way;noleſſe doth her father another way, for the firſt gives hera world of ſy- 
gred words and promiſes: and the ſecohd of ſharpand bitter threates to effet it:Poore 
Irperiaſceing her ſelfe thus ſtreightl#and.harrowly begirt on both fides.ſhee bath a- 
gaine recourſe toher ſighesand teares}the only weapons left herin the abſence of her 
Moroſini to defend her affection andconſtancie: againſt the Juſt of Palwzzrins, . and the 
power and tyrrany of herfather Bondino. . A thouſand timesa day ſheewiſheth that 
Conſtantinople were Loretto.or Loretto,Conſtantinople, and as often prayesthat either ſhee 
were in Moroſeni's armes,orhee here in hers.But Palzrerins being as obſtinate as her fa- 
ther was reſolute and furiousin this fute and motion towards her, ſhee ſhutsher ſelfe 
upin her chamber , where ſeeming todrowne' her ſelfe ina matter of this weightand 
import2nce,and what invention ſhee ſhould find out and praQtiſe,to abaridon Palxerius 
and to call home her Merofiui to marry her, then which under Heaven ſhe defired no- 
thing more,or to write truer; nothing elfe.Soat laſt ſhee reſolves to ſend one purpoſe: 
ly to Conſtantineple to haſten his returne(which now wanted but alittle of his prefixed 
time of a yeare) when making choice of a deere-friend of his of 4»cora named Seignior 
Mercario.and furniſhing him with gold for ſo long a journey as to ſaile from Brandsſium, 
to Razwſa.and1o from thence by poaſt to Conſtartinople,' ſhee takes pen and paper, and 
thereon(as muchwith teares as inke) traceth her Moroſeni theſe lines wherewith ſhee 
diſpatcheth him away. | 


uCC 


IMPERIA to Moros INI. 


] Should betray my affe@Fionmto thee,and conſequently make my ſelfe unwhriIfofthine.ifby this 
my letter(which I purpoſely ſend thee by thy friend SergniorMercario)1did not now acquaint 
thee, with how #mch impatiency and ſorrow my ſelfe,and with how mmch ioy my Father brookes 
thy long abſcence.Thou knoweſt in what a ſweet, ſtrif ſympathy of Love,our hearts are nnited- 
So 45 meaſuring Morolini byImperia, IT am: confident that all thoſe;Seas betweene Ancona and 
Conſtantinople are #0t capable to waſh away the remembrance thereof, either from thy heart or 
my ſoule. Andyet holding it apart both of my duty and of my ſelſe, Tan enforved to command 
| | XJ) 
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my per: to relate thee, that ay Father Bondinobegins to exerciſe a point not ontely of his will, 
int of his power,” yea Tia jnſily ſay 'of bis 1yravny gotr tve, to perſwade mee to leave rey young 
Moroſin1 ro Wake me marry hzrold Palmer 19s. Ta which regard and cortfideration.if ty poore 
beauty or merit have left any impreſſion 1 thy breſÞ vv memory, Thow w10ft heartily pray thee v6 
kxve Turky for Italy;ard Conſtantinople for Loretto, and to make me as happy in mmjoyine 
thy fight anal preſttice, as Tame tnijſerable without it -And when out Godhiutid niy cond fortune; ſhall 
permit this my innocent and forrowfhl letter vo fall into thy hands, thinks, yea judge with thy 
ſelfe,what ane ingratitude,yea whit a crime it will be for thee not to bring me thy ſelſe,but to ſend 
me any exenſt whatſoever tothe contrary: Farewell my opher ſelfe, ny ſweet ſelfe, and aay God 
ard bis Angells ever prove prupitiom ro thy Defires and yy Wiſhes. 


IMPERIA. 


Mercario{in three weekes timeJarrives at Conſtuntinople;and findes out his friend Mp» 
roſ15,to whom he delivereth his Miſtris Tzperius letter 3 the which he firſt kifling,pre- 
ſently peruſeth it,and very paſſionately both rejoyceth and grieves thereat:So Moroſiiz 
very kindely feaſts his friend Mercario there ſome eight daies, and then returneth him 
home with an anſwer, which in lefſethana moneths time he delivereth into 7mperiae 
owne hands in Zoretts, whois extreamely glad thereof, and then beautifying her ſnow 
white cheekes, with ſotne crimſon bluſhes, ſhe hies her to het cloſet an breaking up 
haſtily the ſeales thereof, findes it traced and charged with this meſſage. 


 MoROSINI to IMPERIA. 


T Hy health and conſtancy makes nie as joyful in the receit of thy Letters as thy Father Bon 
dino his diſreſpe? to me,and love to Palmerius makes me ſorrowful, for ſo deare and ten- 
der is the true affe 0101 of my Imperia to her Morofini, and the femepathy of onr hearts ſo ſweetly. 
td ſacrealy united, that for my part not only thoſe ſmall rivers of the Mediterraneum and A- 
driatique Sea betweene Cofiſtantinople and Ancona,bat that ofthe vaſt Ocean is incapable ts 
waſh off the leaſt ſenſe or jnemory thereof. But gs inthe ations and accidents of humane life, 
rept ation angaggofit, deſerves ſometimes to be intermixed with Maſure, becanſe the ſweetneſſe 
thereof is ſtill made ſwotfer byits ſubſtzpce and permggenty-$o by the Seigniory of Venice, and 
h Landy their —_— reſident here in Conſtantinogl® (Fontrary to ry expe@ationor 
werits)L ant now made conſull of Aleppo. 7 cannot therefore ſoſoone legve Tarkie for Italy, 
which 1 infinitely deſire, tor in that conſideration ſo ſoone imbrace and kiſſe my faire and deare 
Iiperia,which above all the Crownes and Scepters of the world Irhitfely love and long for, but 
wht this yeare cannot perforime the next ſhall, and then ( all delayes andexcuſes ſet apart) I will 
bring thee thy Moroſini with as much trae joy, as bet tranſported hipaſelfe from thee with b;t- 
ter teares and unfained ſorrowes,in the imetme time my hopes and heart tell me,that thy affeFion 
to me ſhall ſurmount thy Fathers tyranny to thy ſelfe,and that thy beauty and merits are ſo incoms= 
parably reſplendent,that thowgh Palmerius be the fayle, yet Moroſint ſhall live and dye the Dia- 
mond of thy love anwl the Love of thy Heart ,as God is of thy Sonle.O then my deere and ſweet Im- 
peria, repute it no ingratitatle,zmch eſſe & crime in me to ſend thee this letter of excuſe inſteed 
efbringing thee my ſelfe, for T ſpeake it in preſence of God and his Angels,that as thou art my o- 
ther halfe ſo I am wholly thine, andthat thon canſt not be the thouſand part ſo ſorrowfull as I ins 
miſerable in this our ſhort yet too lone ſequeſtration Farwell, Farwell the only $4int of my begrt 
end Goddeſſe of my affetFions, and aſſure thy ſ#lfe that #o mortall miats whatſoever 7s or cat beſo 
wnch thy Faithfull Serum and Slave, as | # 
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- Our\/mperia.. hifleth:this Lettera ctheuſand timesfor- ber Moroſſni's ſaketwhowrate 
and ſentit her, and againe.as often weepesto (eathat.heiloved Honour agd:profitber- 
rer then herſelfe, and, Twkiebatterthen ray; Jonrktrens. thee formerlyhoped, now 
ſhe begins.to deſpaire of, bis ſpeedyretirnt,andecfieetres.henſelte as miſerable with- 
oat him,as ſhe. thought to-haye beenZhappyuyithinmSile:radover hisLetter againe 
aud againe, and then woepes- as; Faſkas\ſheeraadbly atthe very. peruſal \and-confi- 
deration thereof; {he& world faipedxew comfort from-any:partor. branch of it, but 
then hiziatended. (tay affords hernathinghutdiſcenfolatibn andiſorrow nftead there- 
of. Shec blames her owne misfarmng, as muctagehis unkindneſle, and'then againe 
unputes this 1mpatiency of hers,: MOreta her fathers -eraclty;: than to Moroſini's dif- 
courtelie 5 ſhe loves him as much as ſhee hates Palmerizs, and hates herſelfe becauſe 
Morgſini,willnot love her more, and Palmerixs lefle. But Moroſini 1s fo firmely ſeated 
andenthronized in her heart, that ſhee is conſtantly reſolved to ſtay his returne, and 
rather todye;hjs victims ahd martyr; than to live /fa/merizs his wife. And here heraf- 
& tion ats.a/great part i-paſſion, as this paſſion: doth ih Loves ſhee cannot refraine 
from enquiriog of , Mercaridhow Moroſixi lives,' and how heelookes, who performes 
the part of a friend, to his friend,; and tells her that hee lives in great pompe and re- 
putation, and4sthe' propereſt and; braveſt young;'/Gallant .eitherof Yerice or 1tah 
which hee ſaw: in Conſtantinople, atthe report whereof, ſhee'could not refraine from 
bluſhing and ſmiling, as if her.del;zght and joy thereof were ſuch,” as ſhe could notre- 
ceive or heare it, without theſe pybliks ' exprefiions and teſtimonies of | her private 
zeale and interiour affeCtion to him 3 But all this notwithſtanding, whereſoever ſhee 
goes or turnes herſelfe, her Father ag her ſhadow, and Palmerizs as her ſpirit, arene- 
ver from her, but ſtill follow her in all times and, places without intermiſhon. Ir isa 
wonder toſee and conlidertheir obſtinacy to make ita match.,.-and herreſolution and 
refuſall againſtir, asif they were: wholly compoſed and made of commands, and ſhee 
of denials. In which interchangeable comportment,: and difterent carriage of theirs, 
Wee mult allow ſtxe moneths time more paſt and flidden away, where in deſpight of 
Palmerixs hisImportunities and her fathers power,'ſhe {till remaines inflexible to them, 
conſtant to her Moroſezz, and true to her promiſe: But at laſt this old luſttull Lover pal 

merizs (who was fitter to kifle an image in the Church, then fo ſweet and faire a young 

Lady as Imperiain her bed)ſeeing that he had conſumed and ſpent ſolong time in vaine 

by courting her, and that ſhe fleighted  bim-and , his ſuite as much if not more 

now, than when he firſt meantand intended.it toher, thee Eethinkes himſclfe ofa new 
policy and propoſition to. gaine her, which. love.cannot- ſo much excuſe, as diſcre- 
tion juſtly condemne in hun.3: Hee goes to her father Boxdino,: and proffers him thatif 
his daughter will become his wife, 'thathee will-infeoffe, and endow her with the one 
halfe of his lands,and giveall the reſt of his eſtate and wealth into his hands and cuſto- 
dy,for him to-purchaſe her more. Which. great and unexpected proffer of his doth ſole- 
ly and fully weigh downe her covetous father to Palwmerixs bis will and deſire,as he con- 

Ttantly tels higzthatin lieu of this his great affection and bounty to his daughter:he will 

ſpeedily ufe all his power and: authority. with-herfully.to diſpoſe hergo aftect and con- 

tent him; To which end Bonding goes to his daughter 7wperza,, acquaints her with this 
preat gift, and voluntary proffer of Palmerivsto her if ſhe will marry himhe ſayes before 
Piihow infinitly it will import hiscontent, and hex pwn good and reputation,and that 
fewGentlewomen of Lorettg,or Ladies of the whole Marca of 4nconitanado injoy ſuch 
rich Fortunes, that his wiſdom : and wealth is farre.to bee, preferred to the vanity and 
prodigality of Moroſini, and that the firſt will aſfuredly,- bring. her much content and 
proſperity,butthe ſecond nothing elſe but poverty, ruine, and miſery, and therefore 
- oft importunately conjures and commands her to cut and caſt off all delayesand fo 
forthwith to diſpoſe her ſeclfe to love and marry Palmrerizq, or elſe he vowes for ever 
tqrenounce her for his Daughter,and no more toacknowledge himſclc for her Father, 
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A crueltie which (in my opinion and judgement) onghr eo be admired with pirtie, and 
pitried with admiration, and not to ſerve fora precedent and example co other Parents, 
becauſe this of Bowdizo's was grounded on farre more paſſion than reaſon, and coverouſ= 
nefſe than verrne ; and which Nature hath all che reaſons of the world, rather to rearme 
ryrannie than providence or farherly affection in him. ; 

Oar 1mperis is, as it were, ſtruck dead with griefe and forrow, at the thunderbole of 
theſe her Fathers cruel] ſpeeches cowards her,fo that ſhee cannor ſpeake,nor yer wee pe, 
for ſighing and ſobbing ; bur at laſt encouraged by her owne vertue,as much as ſhee was 
daunred acd diſmayed by her fathers ſeveritie and crueltie rowards her,ſhee (caſting her 
ſelfe at his feer) with a trembling heart and falrering voice,returnes her heart and minde 
ro him in theſe rearmes. 

Honoured Sir,alchough my afflitions and forrowes are fuch,and fo infinite, that I am 
farre more capable to weepe and ſigh, than to breathe or ſpeake chem torch ro you, yer I 
hold it my dutie, not my difobedience, ro acquaint you, that becauſe Marriages are tuſt 
made in Heaven, before contracted or conſummated in Earth; therefore being ſohappie 
firſt to love Moroſin3, before I was fo anfortunare as to ſee Seignior Palzerixs, | hope ir is 
che pleaſure of God, that he hath ordained the firſt ro be my Hu>band, and conſequently 
my ſelfe neyer to be Wife to the ſecond : I am proud in nothing bur in my humilicie 
and obedience, and therein I hop? F ſhall ſtill bach criumph and giory, and yet I farre 


more under-value Paleerivs wealth rhan you doe Moroſent's vertues. If then you wiil nor. 
for my ſake, I humbly befeech you for my Mothers fake,or which is more, for Gods fake. - 


to make me Wife co Moroffe, andinot to Palmerivs, becauſe my heart and minde tells me, 
that I ſhall be as happie in che companie of the one,as miſerable in that of rhe other, In 
granting me which juſt defired favonr and conrcefie, my ſoule ſhall become pledge and 
caution for my heart,and my heart for my tongue, thar you ſhal haye no true cauſe either 
to renonnce me for your Danghter, or ta denie your ſelfe for my Father. And to con- 
clude this my forrowfull and. humble fpeech, it is impoſſible for you to wrong me, bur 
you mnft and will extremely wrong yourſelfe, by attempting and refolving to enfarce 
me to the contrarie. Bat it yet you will not b< ſenſthle hereof, chen I invoke God co he a 
Juſt witnefſe,and Judge berweene us,of your crueltie towards me,and of my candid inno- 
cencie towards you,and my betrothed Spauſe Moroſiai. 

Imperia nad ne ſooner (with ſighes and teares) delivered chis her fpeech to her Father 
on her knees, but (as if he had lighcning in his eyes; and chander in his eangue) he ſud- 
denly ruſheth forch her companie ; when, more ta diſpleaſe her than ro pleaſe bimſclte, 
he looking backe on her, gives her chis ſharp anſwer,and cruell farwell : Minioa (quoth 
he) I will very ſhortly coole thy conrage and thy tongae, and make thee know with re- 
pentance, whar it is rodifobsy thy Father, in making fo much eſtecme of Mergjei, and (o 
licele of Sceignior- Pal/werivs Contrarieto my adyiceand requeſt ta thee; for | ſay,confider 
well with thy ſelfe,and thon (hal then doe well ſpeedily to forfake thi: erraur andobſtj- 
nacie of thine, except chou reſolye to die as miſerable, as I deſire chou ſhale live happie ; 
Once more Girle, confiderand remember what 1 have now ſaid to thee, and beware leſt 
Moroſini prove thy ſhame,as much as Palaveriws will thy glory. Iwperis weepes becauſe lhe 
can weepe no more at rheſe heart-killing ſpeeches of her Father to her, againſt her abſenc 
Morofswj:So being not well ſhe betakes her ſelte ro herbed,and there againe conſules wich 
God and her ſelfe,whar ſhe ſhall doe in this perturbation of minde and atfictian of hearr, 
and then and there (with waking eyes) reades a whole nights LeQture to her ſelfe of her 
obedience to her Father, and her affection and conſtancie tothe otherhalfe of her ſelfe, 
Moroſini ; when in the morning being prompred by herthonghes and defires,char ſhe ſhall 
receive more delights and joyes from the laſt, than diſcontents from the firſt, ſhe at her 
up-rifing reſolvesagaine to write away for her Aoroſi2i,as hoping that his preſence would 
eafily diſpell and ſcatter all theſe her clouds and rempeſts, when diſpatching a privare 
meſſenger to Ancous for Hercarjo, ſhe apaine earneſtly prayes him tro undertake a ſecond 
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voyage for her,cither to 4/eppo or Conſtantinople, to her Moroſie; ; the which he then pro- 
miſeth : ſo that night againe peruſing over his Letter, ſhee then from point to point 
puncually makes anſwer ro it,and the next morning very ſecretly gives it to Mercaris in 
her Chamber, and therewith rakes off a rich Bracelet of Sparks of Diamonds from her 
right arme, and prayes him to deliver it to him asa token of her true affetion and con- 
Nancie, the which ſhee affirmes to him ſhall ever live and die with her. Mercario having 
received his commiſſion from 7-per3s, as alſo more Gold for the diſcharge and defraying 
of his journey, he hires a ſmall Brigantine to tranſport firm to Corfs, and from chence em- 
barques himſelfe on a ſhip of Marſeies, which accidentally ſtopped there, and fo ſayled 
firſt to Aleppo ; where beingarrived in leffe than chree weekes,and finding his deare friend 
Aorofini to be Conſull there for the Seigniorie of Yezice, hee ſecretly delivereth this 
Bracelet and Letterof 1mperis to him in his ſtudie, where hee was then haſtily writing a 

diſpatch for Conſtantinople - Bur the arrivall of Mercario,who he knew came from his dez- 

reſt friend and Miſtreſſe 7mperiz, (for meere joy ) made him preſently to caſt away his 

Hat and Pen, and ſo ro kifſe and receive this her Letter and Token from him, whereof 
with much haſte and more affection breaking up the ſeales, hee therein found couched 

theſe enſuing Lines. | 


Imranla to Moros1NkD 


I Had little thowght (becauſe leſſe deſerved) that either profit or preferment had beene dearerto the: 
than Imperia,or that the Seigniorie of Venice,or their Ambaſſadaur Landy, bad had more power 
to flag thee in Aleppo, than ſhe to have requeſted or conjured thy retwrne io Loreto; for if my poore 
beawie,or rich affeFion tothee,be of jo low and baſe aw efteeme, as thou preferreſt thy wealth and re- 
prtation to it then 1 am as miſerable as Tthought my ſetfe happie in evy choiſe,and the ſweet neſſe of my 
deſires and wiſhes conſequently have end, as ſoone as they received a beginning. And ſee wiat a palpable 
inconeruitie,yee what an apparant conmtradiGion there is between thy heart and thy pen. ſith faintly 
endevouring to make me beleeve thou loves my kiſſer ed» embraces above all the Crownes and Scepters 
in the world, Tyet am tru enforced to ſee that thou loveſt.Turky farre better thap lcaly ,and art wel 
conteated that Paimerius ſhoxld love me better thas thy ſelfe, for elſe thow wouldeſs never permit, that 
87) fathers tyrannie to we ſhould (iz thy abſence) give a law #0 my affeion to bim,or conſent that Pal- 
merius ſhould be the Diamond, and thy ſelfe prove onely the foile of tv heart aud love: 4nd if this is- 
gratitude of thine be not a crime, 1 know 01 what a crime is, nor how nor in what tearmes to define or 
determine thereof. Indge therefore with thy ſelfe(at leaſt if thou art not as wielly cxempt of judgement 
ar of love) what e poore balfe, yes,rwhat a ſmalt part I aw of thee, when by 1h; voluntarie abſence thou 
wilt wholly reſpgne me up to another, and that Palmerius muſt be yy Hwsband, when my heart ond 
ſoule, yea,when God and bis Angels well kgow, I defire nothing under Heaven ſo much, as t0 live and 
die thy Wife, or elſe thow wouldeſt not heve ben ſo unkivd jo copfine thy will or to bound thy obſtinacie 
to n0 beſſe than whole yeares ſequeſtration and abſence from me. _— thy heart were equall, or but 
the leaſt ſhadow of mine,thou wouldeſt deeme t6 containe as many rwonethi as houres and as many ages 
81 moneths, But God forbid this diſcourteſie of thine ſhould prove ſo great 8 crwltie to me, or before 1 
know what belongs to fortunacie. I ſhowld be conſtrained to fecle and ſuffer ſo wnch infelictie. Come 
aws) therefere,ny deare Moroſini,oed my fighs,teares,aud prayers ſhall implore the Winds and Seas 
zo prove propitions to thy ſpeedie retwrae; and blame not me,butthy ſelfe if thy abſence aud my fathers 
obſtinecie bercave we of my ſweet Morolini, and thee of thy Deare. - | 


IMPERIA. 


Morofies could not refraine from bluſhing at the reading of this his Miſtrefſe 1mperia' 
Letter, as aſhamed to ſee what an exc2eding advantage her courteſie had got of his 
unkindnefſe. Hee oftentimes kiflech this her Lerrer and Bracelet, as the cwo ſweet 
pledpes of her ſweeteſt love and affettion to him, the which hee vowes to requite, and 


ſhorrlyto make his rerurne, redeeme and ranſome the ipgratitude of his long itay -—_ 
cr. 
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her. He ſhewes this Letter of hers to his cwo old Camerados, 4ftonicus and Donato, (for 
their friendſhip and familiaritie is ſtill ſo great, as they cannot, they will not forſake each 
other) who infinitely tax his unkindnefle, and condemne his inconftancie, in ſequeſtring 


. himſelte ſo long from fo ſweer and faire a Miftrefle as Tmperis, Now for the ſpace of 


ſome ten dayes Aoroſeni feaſteth his friend Mercario in Aleppo, wherein he forgets not con- 
tinually to ſolemnize his 1-perzs's health in the beſt and richeſt Greeke wines ; at the 
end whereof (very bountifully rewarding his love and paines, for ſo often croſling thoſe 
dangerous Seas in his behalfe) he chargeth him with his Lecter in anſwer of his, and in 
requitall of her bracelet of ſparks of Diamonds, he returnes and ſends her a faire chaine 
of Gold, and a rich Diamond Ring faſtned to the end thereof, with a paire of Turkiſh 
filver embroydered braceletrs,and ſo commits him ro the mercie of the Winds and Seas; 
who in ſix weekes after arrives ſafely ro Ancona, and the next morning pozſts away to 
Loretto, where repairing ſecretly ro Bopdine's houſe, hee findes out his daughter Imperis 
alone, ſolicarily walking at the farther end of the Garden among ranks of Sicamourand 
Olive trees : Whb no ſooner eſpies Mzrcer3o, bur all her blond flaſhing into her face for 
joy, fhee ſpeedily trips away towards him, who (afcer falates) bidding him a thouſand 
times welcome home, and hee giving her Moroſte?'s Letter and token, ſhee claps the laſt 
io her pocker, and haſtily kiſſing and breaking up the ſeales of the firſt; ſteps afide a pace 
or two,and therein findes and reades theſe lines. 


Mozxottnito Imuranta 


T Hy ſweet beautie, end rich affeFios and conftancie ſhall a0t ontly command my reſolution but 
my ſelfe , and it is impoſiible either for my profft or reputatios to give but to receive 8 Law 
thereof ; for thy requeſts being to me commands, and conſequently thy felicitie and miſerie equally 
enise, Twill therefore ſhorten «nd haſten the time of my ftay, and ſo convert a whole yeere into a few 
moneily : For if Imperia be Palmerius his Wife, Morofini caw thee zever be either himſelfe or 
his owne friend, and to write thee the life of my heart, as thon ha(# now the heart of thy ſoule, It is 
not the ambitlop of a Conſularie diguitie, nor all the treaſure of Tarkie, or the Indies; which ſhall 
keepe me from enjoying of my faire and ſweet Irperia , i: whoſe divine cheekes and eyer my heart 
bath imparadized all my moſt ſoveraigne earthly felicitie : So that I not onely denie but defie that 
Palmerins, or any other of the world, is capable to love her the thouſand part,or ſo tenderly or deerely 
a 2ny ſelfe, to whoſe ſake and ſervice 1will ſtill be found readie 10 lay downe my beſt bloud, and to 
proſtitute and ſacrifice my deereſt life. O then, my faire and ſweet Irmperia, live therefore my deere 
Wife, 8nd Morofini will aſſuredly dy: thy loving aud conftent Husband, 6nd thou ſhalt briefely ſee 
that 1 will hate ingratitude as much as thy inconftderate Father lover and intendt crueltie towards 
thee, and make thee as joyfull in my preſence, as thou writeſt me thou art affii#ed and ſorrowfull in 
my abſence. I come my ſweet Imperia, «ud if Twant Windes or Sear to bring me to thy bleſſed pre- 
ſence,my ſighes ſhall encreaſe the one,and my teares ſupply and augment the other to effe it. Prepare 
therefore thy heart and eyes to ſee and ſalute me,a1 1 doe mine armes aud lips toembrace and kiſſe thee, 
end Tboth hope and reſt confident, that my prayers and conftencie ſeconded by thine , will make thy 
Fathers obſtinacie vaine awd prove Palmerius his attempts and hopes ridiculous, ip thinkiog to have 
thee to his Wife,who art alreadie mine by choiſe and promiſe. "0 
OR@SINT, 


This Letcer of Moroſes; affoords no ſmall muſicke to the heart, or melodie tothe mind 
of our Tmperia, for ſhee ſweetly and carefully treaſureth itup in her breſt and memorie; 
and now in hope of his ſhore rerarne, ſhee leaves no Church nor Chappell in or abonar 
Loretto unfrequented to pray for it, yea, ſhee is ſo religious and yertuous, as ſhee giyes 
her ſelfe wholly ro prayer, the ſooner to obtaine ir : whiles (in the meane time ) 
her cruell Father Bosdino ( contrarie to _ expeRation and deſires) curs her our 
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new worke, in reſuming his old reſolution to marry her to her 01d Lover Polmerine who 
ſtill loyes her ſorenderly that for her ſake, he will notforſake Loretto to live in A#cone, fo 
that here the Reader is prayed to underſtand and know, thar Bozdjzo finally, (andonce 
forall) cocaſt his daughter Zwperia and her affeCtion from Moreſini to Palmerins, ſeeing 
char all other meanes will not prevaile, he infinitly debarres her of her liberty, takes away 
from her, her chiefeſt apparell and jewells (the delight and glory of young Ladies and 
Gentlewomen) as alſo her beſt viands and dier, and in a word intreateth her ſo rigorouſ- 
ly, as (upon the matter)hee makes her more his priſoner than his Daughter. 7-peria who 
was never heretofore acquainted with fach ſharpe ſeverity and courſe entertainemenr 
bices her lip and hangs her head herear. But the more ſhee prayes her Father to 
reſerve her for Moroſeni, the more tyrannouſly hee commands her ſpeedily to 
marry Palmerivs, ſo that all her ſighes and tearesto the contrary doe rather exaſperate 
then appeale hisindignation againſt her, and now ſhe finds the long ſtay of Moroſini from 
her, not only toexceed her fi:{t exoeRarion, bur alſo his laſt promiſes to her in his Ler- 
ter, and is inforced to ſee, that her Fatheris ascruell as Palmeriws is obſtinate and reſolute 
In his ſace to her. Shee hath nothing to comfort her bur the memory and letters of Moro- 
#3, and yer nothing doth ſo much confound her hopes and parience, as her F4- 
tners crueley in crofling this her atteQtion. But at laſt deſpairing of Moroſenzes rerurne, 
and vanquiſhed by her Fathers tyranny , ſhe (with an unwilling willingneſffe ) is infor- 
ced to ſuffer her ſelfe ro bee overcome by him, as alſo ro permit the wallesof her affe&i- 
on, and the bulwarkes and fortifications of her conſtancy to be battered and razed 
downe, by the inceffanc ſollicitations, gitts, and prayers of Pa/werins ; So that forger- 
ting her promiſe, anc tier ſelfe, and putting arap: on her former reſolution, ſhee is ar 

| laſt -oner«Rt<d and married to him, or rather to the calamities and miſeries which wee 

| ſhallſhorcly ſee will enſue chereof. 

Here now then this old garard Palmerivsis married to faire Zmperis, who efteemes him- 
ſelfe as happie as ſhe findes her ſelfe untortunate in rhis match. His Age istoo old for her 
Youth, and her youth farre coo young for his Age; Diſparity of yeares ſeldome(or never) 
breeds any true content or felicitie in marriage, Hee cannot ſufficiently eſtimate, much 
Iefle deſerye or requite the dainries of her yourh, forhartruch muſt here needs implore 
this diſpenſation for mee of modeſty, ro afti-me that his chiefeſt power was deſire; 
and his beſt performarce bur luſt towarcs her for; whiles every nighe, as foone 
as hee comes to b:d co her, hee falls to his ſleepe ; ſo poore young Gentle- 
woman ſhee tornes co her repentance, wiſhing (trom her very heart and ſoule) chat 
her husbands bed were h« rgrave, and chat her Nuptials had beene her funerall. A chou« 
and times every day and nighr ſhee accuſeth her Fathers crueltic and (with bitter fighes 
and teaves) asoften condemneth her owne levity and inconſtancy for conſ-nring there- 
unto» Shee can neither honour or love her husband, or rather nor love him becauſe 
ſhee ſo renderly loves the perſon, and honourerh the memory of Moroſivi. Thus whiles 
Palmeries retaineth and erjoyeth our tapers in his bed, no leffe: doth thee her Moroſf- 
#j in her heare, fo that the firſt hath only her body, bur the ſecond whe lly her 
winde aad aff<-Qion, the ſorrowfull confideration and rememhrance whereof, dothſo 

torment her heart and perplex h:r mind, chat ſhee pro:eſterh publikely ro her 
ſelfe, and privatly toall the world, thar (here is no ca/amiry eq141i ro hers. nor no mi- 
ſery comparable to that ofa diſconten:ed bed. Thus being as much « maid as a wife, and 
yer more a Nunne than a maid, ſhee makes ſpirituali bookes her exerciſe, ſolitarineſle 
her paſtime, her chamber her chappel}, and her cloſet her Oraco5ry topray toGod to 
forgive her Fathers cruelty, and her Husband« indiſ-retion towards her, as alſoher 
 0©/2e Inconſtancy and treachery towards 47orofini. which foule ingraticude andcrime 
of hers ſhee cannor remember but with extreame griete, nor once thinke of, but with 
infinite (hame, ſorrow, and repentance. Although this her old hasband Pelmerixs, 
be fo amorons and kind to her, and ſo to tender of this his faire young ow 
rnac 


\ 


# - 4 
"B32 
T5 
TE, 


\ and freely pardonsher, and ſothey reciprocally ſpeake eachtoother in the tweer 


—w— 


Hiſt. XXVI. AM groſiniand Fmperia. | 


that he leaves no colt unbeſtowed on her, aſwelbinrichapparell,aschainesand Jewells, 
wherein the Ladies and Genzlewomen of 7talychiefly pride chemſeives, Bat this was 
not the ca tent and felicicy which our 1-peria defired becauſe deſerved : becauſe her 
freſh youth, and her husbandsfeebleand trozen Age, caſt herhearton orher oppoſite 
conceire, and her minde on other differenc contemplations. .* 

Whiles thus Bozdiz0 and Palerizs as much rejoyce as 7zperia mournes and grieves at 
this her unequall and diſcontenred match,and Moreſi confidently relying on the firme 
affetion and conſtancy of his Jperia made his ſtayin 4lepo, ſame 10. months longer 
than his promiſe to her, Heart laſt led by the ſtarre of her beauty and his owne affection 
roher, leaves Twrkz, and (in company of his conſtant old friends 4ſfonicas and Dogato) 
ſers faile for 7aly, and purpoſely pars in with their ſhip into Azcons, where they and he 
are no ſo ſooner arrived, but Mercario finding him out, entertaineshim with the wel- 
come of thfs ſorrowfull newes, that his Miſtris 7-292eriais now in this Citic of Ancozs, 
and married toold Seignior F almerins, whereat Moroſiniinfinicely grieves and Aſtonicus 
and Donato much wonder, He is ſtricken at the hearcac this ſorrowfull newes,and (coo 
rao ſoone for him)beleeves ic with as much affliction as admiration. By this time hke- 
wiſe is peris advertiſed of his and their arrivall,wherear ſhe ſeemes to drown her ſ(elfe 


ina whole deluge of teares ; yet not for ſorrow, but for joy of Is arrivall. He imployes 


Mercarioto her to grant hima private viſic, the which mot# joyfiilly chenext oight ſhe 
doth in her own houſe, her old husband being in bed and ſnoring faſt aſJeepe. Ar Moro- 
fſini's firſt fight and entrance inco her chamber (where thee all alone privately ſtayes tor 
him ) ſhe throwes her ſelfe on her knees at his feer, and with ſighes, teares,and bluſhes 


begges his pardon for her unconſtancy in marrying Palmerins, the which ſhe no way at- 


tributes to his long ſtay, but rather to her Fathers cruelty and her own misfortune. Mo- 
roſiniis as joy fall of her ſight as foxxowfull of this her errour, and fo will not permit her 
to kneele, becauſe hee ſees and knowes, and alſo afſureth her. thar ſhee is ſti!i the God- 
defſe of his heart and affeQion. . Heetakes her up in his armes, and there embraceth 


language of love, I meane of kifſes, ſighes, and ceares, with the laſt whereof, they a- 
gaine and againe, bedewand waſh each others cheekes, as if love had made them farre 
more cap.ble to ſigh than ſpeake, and to weepe than figh : Here their old affeRi- 
ons revive, and flame forth anew with more violence and imperuofity. Shee hath 
no power to deny him any thing, nonot her ſelfe. Foras he ſweares to live her ſer- 
vanc, ſo ſhee conſtantly vowes to live and. dye his handmaid, and thar his will ſhall 
ever be her Law, and his requeſts in all things her commands. Here his heart beates 
for love, and her breſt pants for joy. For as hee promiſerh her, thar ſhee ſhall bee 
his ſole andonly love ; ſo ſhe( willingly) forgets her ſ(elfe fo farre. as ſolemnly to pro- 
reſt rohim, thathee ſhall bee more her Husband chan Palmerivs, when with many em- 
braces and kiffes, they for that nighr part. 

The next morning 40r0/in; and his ewo conſorts Aſtonicur, and Donato ( by the fei- 
ned way of a rejoycing complement) doe vilit his younz Mitftris Imperia, and herold 


husband P4/meriar, who (more out of hisowne goadneſle than their deſerts) bids them 


all moſt kindly and courteouſly welcome. They congratulate with hjm for this his hap- 
py match-with I-mperia, for which, od Palwerins reſpeQively thapks them, buthee 
knawes not what dangerous ſnakes lurke under the greene leaves of this rheir preten- 
ded faire courtefie. As for his Wife 7mperia, ſheeis ſo reſerved in her comportment, 
and ſo coy in her carriage towards them, that (according ro che cuſtome of 7:24) her 
Hushand can hardly perſwade.or cauſe her rgee and {qluce therp, the which arlaſt 
ſhee faintly and feipedly perfqrmes, rather with am eye of difdaine chan of re- 
ſpe&. They all ſee rhe young, Wife wir and pyy,.. but looks 
band with contempr and enyie .; yet Morghrichen gnd chere in ſtealch ſees Twperis's 
heart.in her eyes, whep tn coynterchang*, ſhee knowes his heart by his enamoyredl 
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lookes and countenance : So Polwerins ( being as innocent as aged) having diſcourled 
with them about their voyage, and about Twrkje and Conflavtivople, and courteouſly 
prayed them to be no ſtrangers to him and his hoaſe, whiles the contrary winds kepr 
them here in Aecoxs, which they readily and thankfully promiſe him.they for this time 
take leave eachof other, Afonichnrand Doneto highly applanding the beauty of 1mpe- 
ria,and Moroſini infinitely condemning and contemning the fimplicity and age of her 
old hasband Palmeries. | 
Bae chis is not all, for chat very after-noone Morogſeni (out of the intemperate hear 
and paſſion of his love ) by aconfident meffenger ſends to pray Tperis to meer him at 
three of the clock in her Garden, which was a pretty way diſtant from her houſe, the 
which ſhee joy fully grants him ; and here ic is where they meer, and where I am en- 
forced to ſay, that in the pavillion or banquetting houſe of this Garden, theſe our two 
youthfull lovers (after a thouſand ſweet kifſes & embraces) firſt receaved each of other 
thoſe amorons delights and pleafures, which modeſty will nor, and chaſtity and ho- 
neſty cannot permic mee to mentjon, as alſo for that theſe pils of ſagar are moſt com- 
monly candide in bitter wormwood and gall, and but too frequently prove honey to 
the palate, but poyſon to the hearr and ſoule. | 
And here in this her Garden ( Ifay againe ) was the very firſt time and place 
where our faire 7zperia, who was ſo famous in Loretio and Ancong for her pietic 
and chaſtity , forgetting the firſt, made ſhipwracke of the laſt, and where of 
a Gentlewoman of honour, ſhee Joſt her honour, by committing this her 
beaſtly finne of ſenſuality and Adalcery. When the winds, which were contrary to 
Moroſinier voyage , proved ſo favourable and propicions rohis laſtfull defires, that he 
thinksofnothing lefſe than of his rerurn to Yerice,nor of any thing 5 much asofhis ſtay 
here in A#co#e, with his faire and ſweet love Tmperzs; who likewiſe finds lefſe conrenc 
and pleaſure in the company of her hasband Pe/merive than ſhe hoped for, and now 
farre more in her dearefriend Morof##j than ſhe either dreamt or expeRted : In which 
trivial regard, and finfull confideration, ſhe (in a manner) abandons the firſt, and 
gives her ſelfe wholly over toche will and pleaſare of the ſecond, and fo eurning the 
cnſtorne of theſe their laſcivious daliances inte a habir,and rhat into a ſecond nature, 
both in her Garden, and her owne honfe, ſhe very ofcen (both by day and 
night ) commits this bicter-ſeer finne of Adultery with Morefini, whereof 
a ſubrill young Nephew of Palmerivs, of ſome eighteen2 yeares old , who 
was hisfifters Sonne, and termed Rzchardo, ' rakes exit andcurious notice , and once 
among the reſt hee peeps in atthe key-hole of his Aunts chamber doore, andthere 
ſees her andSeignior Avroſfoi on the bed together ,and in nolefle familiarity than was 
requifiteor cond be expetedberwixrhis Uinkle her husband Palmerins and her ſelfe ; 
whereupon ſecretly enyying and hating her , becauſe he was afraid ſhee ſhould beare a- 
way all,or at leaft the greateſt parc of his ſaid Unkles Eſtare and wealth from him, 
( who for want of children, hoped that he therefore ſhould be his adopred heire) 
hee therefore maliciouſly beares the remembrance of this obje& and accident in his 
mind, with an intentthat when occafion ſhould hereafrer preſent the report and !:now- 
ledge thereof to his ſaid Unkle ,he might juſily cwufe bim wholly to heave and raze 
herout of his pood opinion and affetion. As for 2ſorofiai and Imperis they ( not- 
withſtanding all this ) doe ftill ftrongly endeavour to bleare the eyes of her 
Husband Po/merivs, who ( thinking his wife to be as chaſte as faire, and rarher a Dis- 
vathana Zeir ) ont ofhisgood naturedoth ſomerimes in his houſe feaſt 4toroſtni, and 
his two Conforts Yſfonicas ant Dpngro: Bit they will prove pernitious and farall gueſts 
co him, for erelotjp wee ſhalf fee them require this hoſpiratity and conrrefie of his, 
with 'aprodigious and treachetous ingrarictide. In which meane time all 4#cona re- 
ſonnds of the grearexpence and - prwm.qu of Moroſial, and his ewo affocuires, 
ay 


for they here revell ic out in the beſt Tayernes and companies of the Cirie, and = 
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onely exceed others, bur alſothemſelves, in the richnefſe and bravery of their appa- 
rell, bur moſteſpecially Moriſiai, whole apparell is every way fitter for an Iralian No- 
bleman, chan a Venerian Merchant. Oar luſtfall and laſcivious Imperis is never well 
contented or pleaſed bar in his preſence, and her husbands abſence ; andhereto 
relate the truch of her heart, Aforoſes3 is moore her Hasband than Palmerizs, or rather 
Palmerins is but the ſhadow, and Morofivj che effentiall ſubſtance of her Hasband, and 
therefore ( I deſire the Reader to know and remember ) cher in that regard and confi- 
derarion I have purpoſely entitaled chis Hiſtory not robee of Palmerivs and Imperid,bur 
of Moroſini and Teperts. | | = 
Moroſins, Aftonicur, and Donato (in their lodging and chambers) have many times ma- 
ny private ſpeeches and conferences, whar pitrie ir is that ſo ſweeet and faire a young 
Gentlewoman as I»peris, ſhould ( by the conftraiat ofher unkinde and cruell Fa- 
ther ) thas be elogged andchained in marriage to ſooldadotard as Palmerizs, (tor 
a more favourable Epichete their vanitie and folly could not aff ord ro give him) and 
Moroſini ( in the dambe eloquence and Logick of Imperis's fighes and teares ) 
apparantly beleevesthat ( in her heart and ſouJe) ſhe infinitely defirerh and witheth 
chat Palwerivs were in Heaven, and himſelfe now her Husband tere on earth in his 
place : Hereads as mach in her lookes and countenance, and is therefore confident 
that her heart and ambition aſpire to no ſweerer earthly felicity. Hee hath nor 
loſt bis wit in his affection, nor wholly drowned his judgement, either inthe freſh Ro- 
ſes and Lillies of her beauty, or in the reſplendent laſtre of choſe ſparkling Ci- 
amonds and ſtarres, her eyes. Hee knowes chat his Eftate is farre inferiour to his birth 
and exrraQ'on, and yer thar his prodigalities and expences( both in Twrkze) 2nd 7taty are 
farre ſaperiour and above his eſtate : He would faine (therefore) find ont the meanes 
to bear= up his port, and conſequently to preſerve his. reputation wich the whole 
world, the which he eſteemes equall co his life, if not aboye ic. Hee knowes that 1»:pe- 
ris is already more his Wife chan her hosbands; and is very confident thar he can make 
her apt for any impreſſion, and capable of any deſigne, which may advance his owne, 
forrunes and confirme both cheir contents, whereunro conjoyning the ſweernefſe of 
her h-auty, the excellencie of her feature, andthe exceeding great wealth of her 
ald Husband, hee adding all rheſe confiderations rogether, they - here weigh 
bim downe to hell and Satan, by terminating his thoughrs and fixing his heart upon 
this helliſh reſolution, to ſend hin ſpeedily co heaven ina bloudy winding ſheer ; 
and no other charitable chought,or Chriſtian conſideration can diyert him from this 
inhumane and bloady projet, neither can hee poſſibly reape any trace of his 
thonghts, or peace of his heart, before hee have attempted and finiſhed ir. 
To whichend, the very next night that hee lay and wantonized in bed with his 
Jmperia (tor God knowes her old husband lay but ſeldome with her) and finding her 
extraordinarily to figh, hee layes hold ofthis advanrage, and opportunitie, and yery 
earneſtly demands of her what ayles her, whereat her rongue then fled coher heart, 
becauſe her heart was then flying from God rothe Devill, ſo ſhee continues her figh- 
ing, bactsftill mute and returnes him no arſwer. Tillat laſt Moyvſpni (uſpeing that 
in her which his hopes deſired, and his defires hoped for, then I ſay what his demands 
could nor obtaine of her his kifſes doe, when ſwearing him to ſecreſie, ſhee (after ma- 
ny farre fetche fighes)) tells him ; that ſhe loves him fo deerly andrenderly , as for 
his fake ſhee eicher wiſherh her ſelfe in her grave or her hasband Palmerivs in heaven, 
which isthe ſweet moufique and melody that Moroſisi expe&ts, and which ro his un- 
expreſſzble joy hee now receives from her, when paying her the princIpall and fn- 
tereſt of this her deereſt Love and affetion towards him, with many kiſſes ; hee paſ- 
fiopately intreates her, thar ſhee will imploy him ro finiſh this pleaſing tragedy, 
bur ſhee is againe mute herear, and therefore hee againe more earneſtly entreat-'s her. 
to conferre this fayoar on him 5; Who then taking counfell of her Luſt, _- of 
| ell, 
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hell, ſhee grants his firſt requeſt herein with ſilence, bur his ſecond with a free 
and cheerefull confear., VVhen (astwo wretched and blondy miſcreants) they reci- 
procally ſweare ſecrefie herein cach toother, as alſo that 'they will ſpeedily diſpatch 
him, and fo in avery ſhort time after marry cach ather, and no longer live in Azcoxa bur 
in Venice, Bat whata farall, what a helliſh contract was this, which they equally con- 
firme as well with oathes as kiſſes, and how atone time doe I pitty both their youth 
andfolly, and hate their obſcene affe@ions each to other ; and their foule crimes unto 
God herein !'They cannot content chernſelves with luſt but with blood, for they ate 
ſo refolutely 2 6: =) and impious, as they willneeds adde murther to adultery, as 
if one of theſe two foule ſinnes were not enough ſufficient ro-make both of them wret- 
ched in this life, if not miſerable in that to come ; but the devill is ſo ſtrong with them 
as they vow to advance, & diſdaine to retire in the perpetration of this deplorable buſi- 
neſſe ; So from the matter they proceed to the manner hereof. Morofinipropoſeth poy- 


ſon, bur periarcj*&s this his opinion, as being dangerous both in the ptocuring, . 


and adminiſtring. When ſhee propoundeth to have him ſtifled by night in his bed, to 
' the which after two or three pauſesand conſiderations, hee will and freely conſen- 
tech. So hereon they both doe finally agree and reſolve. Bur becauſe Moroſs;3 
knowes his 7eperia ro be a wiſe and weake woman, and therefore fitter for.counſell 
than execution, and himſelfe alone peradventure not ſtrong enough (with ſaferyv) to 
performe it without ſome other mens afliſtance, hee therefore telis her that hee will 
likewiſe engage his faithfull friends and companions Aſtonicrs and Dozato herein. Bur 
Teaperia is extreamely againſt ir, as grounding her apprehenfion and feare upon this 
Maxime. That as one is more capable and proper to keepe counſell then ewo, ſo con- 
ſequently are two than foure. But when (in anſwer hereof) hee vowes and 
ſwearesro her thartthey areno leffe his fairchfull friends and. ſervants than hee hers , 
then (with mnch alacrity and joy) ſhee yeelds thereunto, ſo they confirming 
this their agreement with many oathes, and ſealing it with a world of 
kifſes, hee leaves this his faire ſweer-heart in bed, and at breake of day departs 
from her, and ſo hies him home to his owne Lodging to his twocompanions 
Aſftonicusand Dowato, who ( the premiſes conſidered) doe perfe&jy know, art what 
midnight Maſſe he hath beene, what ſhrine he hath viſited, and what Saint adored * 
rayed to. | | | 
, 4 three houres after they all call for their breakiaſts, the which as ſoone as they 
have taken and ended, ( for ſtillas yet the winde is contrary for them to ſet ſaile for 
Fewice) Moroſenj prayes them forthwith to walke with himup co the Doro (or Cathe- 
drall Church) of that Cirtie which ftands over it on a high rockie hill, and there proud- 
ly lookes up toward the Monntaines of Loyeito, and Recagnati, and downe tothe azurd 


plaines and valleyes of the Adriatique Sea (whereon Boreas rings his Northerne peales, 


and Neptuze dariceth his Southerne Lavolta's. ) So here in this famous Church, 
(which was built for offering up religious prayers ro God, and not for making up bloo- 
dy conferences and contratts to, and with the devill) orofn3 firſt acquainrs chem 
with this buſinefſe, and wich his, and his 7zperiaes moſt earneſt prayers, and affe- 


fionate requeſts for their aſſiſtance cherein ;. Sith the life of her old doating Hus- 


band was nolefſe their affiition and miſery, then this his death would infallibly 
provetheir proſperity, triumph and glory , becauſe ſhee was formerly conrracqedro 


himſelfe, long before hee married her. : which. thee was enforced and conſtrained 
codoe through the cruelty and tyrannie of her Father. Noy ag their needs nor ma» 


ny good words and perſwafions to baſe hearts, and pollured and prophane foules, who 
of themſelves are already diſpoſed ro wickednefle,, aud prepared co finfull aftions: 
So. (becauſe of Moreſisis old friendſhip and familiarity, of Imperias beauty, and her 
old husband Palmerivs his exceeding great wealth andriches) theſe rwo gracelefſe 
wretches 4fovicus and Dongto doe cheerefully promiſe Morgfs#, the very m_ 
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of their potſible powers for the accompliſhment hereof, whereon they all three doe 
there ſolemnly and interchangeably give their hands and oathes, as alſo for ecern:ll 
ſecrefie. Which done they recurne to their Lodging ;andat dinner(when they had pur- 
poſely ſent away their Servant«, as alſo thoſe of the houſe) they in very great glafſes of 
Albania wine, doeon their knees drinke healrhs ro the proſperirie of this their intended 
great buſinefſe: The which after dinner Moroſini(with much joy) fally relates to his 1mpe- 
ria, and (hee (ter her parc)underſtands and receives ir from him with no lefle delight .ud 
exhilaration. VVhen being (as ſtrongly ſeduced and provoked by their laſcivious defires: 
as they were meerely propagated and engendered by the Devill who-was the firſt and 
ſole Aathor thereof) impatient ofall delayes they conclude to finiſh this baſineſle the 
ſecond night afrer, which (as I have beene credibly informed in A#coxs ) was the very 
Eve of the purification of the blefſed Virgin Mary {'> famonsand famouſed in Zererto, and 
and hereon theſe our two [uſtfalland lewd Lovers Moroſisj and 1mperia doe give and take 
exaQ and curious directions each trom other, borhot the houre and the manner, thereby 
the berter codiſpatch ir, with lefle danger and more affurance and facilitie ; And they are 
ſo laſcivious in their wiſhes, ſo vaine and prophane in their hop-s,ſo crucll and inbumane 
in their defires, and fo fierce and bloody in their refolutions, as they think every houre 
an ag* before they lee it effeed. | 
All chis while our innocenc and harmelefle old Pelwerins, albeit he haye the will, bur nor 
the power to vieaſe his young wite Feyperis by nighe, yet by day ( yeaard almoſt every 
day Jhe hath both the power and wiit ro bettow ſome rich gifts and preſents on her, arid 
cor. 1ne downe ſhowers of Gold into her lap, as Tove did to his faire Dange, and as one 
way he held it his felicity to gaze & contemplare on the exceilency of ner pure beauty, ſo 
againe he made ir his delight and glory to ſee her flant itout in rich and brave apparel, 
and alſo to provide her che moſt rareſt Viands and dainti«ſtdyet that goldor filver could 
procure, But poore Palmerins(all this coſt and courtefie of thine to thy wife notwithſtan- 
ding) I am enforced to wrice with equall pirty ro thee, and ſhame to her, lictle doſt thor 
conceive or thinke, whata dangerous Cockarrice or pernitious Viper thou harbonreſt in 
harbouring her in thy Houſe, thy Bed, thy Bofome. | 
The diſmall night being now come, which theſe foure execrable perſons have defigned 
and deſtined for the finiſhing of this deplorable bufineſſe.. It is no ſooner twelve ot the 
Clock by Moroſendes watch,bur hee wich 4ftonicus and Donato(wirh their Rapicrs and Pi- 
ſtols wichout any light)iſſue forch heir lodging ,& preſently trip away ro Palmer. houſe, 
where (according to promile ) they find the ſtreer doore alictie open and Imperia(asa fu- 
ry of hel! ).hereready to receivethem, when although ic were a time and place far more 
ficter for them corremble chan kifſe;er ſo fervent is the fire of Moroſeni & Imperias laſcivis 
ous furious & ai!-{-0n;a9 they cannot yer refraine from giving each orher one, or two ar 
leaſt. When leavuiy Dozgto(with his Rapier drawre)cloſe within the doore. roguard and 
make it good againſt ailoppoſing and intervening accidents. Moroſe#t l-a0s Imperis hy het 
right ariae, & -fFonicur by the letr, and ſo for the more fecuriry (purpoſe ly) icaving their 
ſho-$sbelow with Doxato,and drawing on ollcn pumpes, they all chree ak © nd 1 he ſtaires 
when ive (with wonderf's; Glence) firſt conduftsihem ro her owne chamb«r (which was 
ſome wwodiſtani from her (11:5! 4:2: Ywhere the windowes beingcluſe ſhut, aud a ſmall 
wax candle burning ov her table, auu {0c 7 ver booke by ir wherein (ſtill expe Ring the 
houre of midnight ) ſhe filently read whiles che D- vill heldthe cand'e to her, ſheethere 
gives each of thou 4 piliaw ro work this damnabic 4, having filently given ſuch order 
thac her husbands Nephew . 4-70, and ali the ſervants of the houſe, weregone to bed 
above three houres before : Thus c: 1 '-- 2cherous ſhe devil! 19xperia ( for I crnnomore 
tearme hera woman, much {ciſe a wife. ard leaſt of all a Chriitian) is the farsll guide to 
bloody Moroſ#i and Aftonicur, who brinvs them firſt roche duore of her old Hug» 
band Palezr-rius his Chamber, which ſhee had purpoſely left a little open, andthen co 
his bed, who is deepely and ſoundly flceping in his innocency towards them, as they 
were 
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were bur too roo wide waking in their inveterate malice againſt him, ſhee keeping the 
doore, and Meyoſiz ſtanding by one fide of the bed, and 4ſtonicus by the other, they there 
(in regard of his impotencie and weakenefle) doe eaſily ſtifle him ro death, not ſo much 
as ſuffering him either once to crie or ſcreech , and then to make ſure worke, they ſpee. 
dily and violently thruſt a ſmall Orenge into his mouth, thereby che berter to cover and 
colour out this their villanie ro the world, in making all men beleeve,that it was Polwering 
himſelfe who had pur that Orenge into his owne mouth, thereby purpoſely to deſtroy 
himſelfe ; when leaving his breathlefſe body in his bed, they ſecretly iflue forth the 
Chamber, and ſhe drawes faſt the doore afcer her,and ſodeſcends with them downe the 
ſtaires to the ſtreet-doore, where with much triumph, joy, and thankes betweene them 
all, Moroſiai giving his 1mperia many kifſes, and ſhee deſiring them all chree immediately 
to repaire to their Lodgings, and not to ſtirre thence till they heare from her,which ſhee 
promiſeth Moroſini (hall be as ſoone as conveniently and poſſibly ſhee can, they deparr 
home : When ſhee firſt ſoftly bolting the ſtreert-doore, and then her owne Chamber. 
doore, ſhee preſently (with much ſecuritie, and no repentance) berakes her (elfe co 
her bed, where (vilde wretch that ſhee is ) ſhee no more wakes for griefe art the 
life, but now ſleepes for joy at the death of her old doating Huszband Peleerigs. 
But wee ſhall not goe farre, before wee ſee God convert theſe her criumphs into 
reares, and this her falſe joy into true miferic and confuſion for the ſame : The 
manner thus. 

Whiles Moroſi#3, Aſtonicur, and Donato doe in their Lodging , for joy of this their 
bloudie fact, carowſe the remainder of the night, and the next morning keepe their 
beds till nine of the clock, without once thinking of God or Heaven , or of fearing 
either Hell or Satan ; 1mperis putting an Angels face on her diyelliſh heart, goes 
(according to her accuſtomed manner) abour fixe of the clock in the morning away 
with her waiting-maid, and her prayer-booke and beads in hand, to heare Maſfe ac Saint 
Frencis ( which is the Gray-Fryers) Church neere to the Jewes Streer, with an intenc 
to ſtay there in her Oraiſons till paſt eighr. Bur ler the reader judge, with what a pro- 
phane zeale and prodigious and impious devotion ſhe doth ir; as alfo farther know,that 
God who is the great Judge of Heaven and Earth (in his ſacred Juſtice) is now reſolved 
to bring this lamentable murthering of Pa/merins to deteQion and light,and toproclame 
and publiſh ic co the ſight and knowledge of the world by a way no leffe ſtrange than 
remarkable. 

Within leſſe than halfe an houre that 7ezperia went away to Maſſe to Saint Frarcis 
Church, an Inne-keeper of Loreto, who dwelt there at the figne of the Crowne,named 
Amtonio Herbas, arrives there in A#cora to Palmerins houſe, with a Letter for him from his 
Father Bendizo; who ſpeaking with his Nephew Richardo, hee delivereth and ſendeth 
up the Letter to his Unckle, who then opening the Latch of his Chamber doore, hee 
no ſooner entereth, but with his foot hee ſtumbles at a paire of rich Gloves, which 
raking up, and knowing them to belong to Seigaior Moroſinz, becauſe ſome two or three 
dayestogetherhee had ſeene him weare them, hee with a ſmile claps them into his 
pocker, and ſo giving his Unckle the good-morrow, hee adyanceth up ro his bed, to 
deliver him this Letter : When withdrawing the curtaines, hee (contrarie to his ex- 
peQation) findes him dead,and well-neere cold in his bed, with a whole ſmall Orenge 
in his mouth ; whereat hee makes ſo lJamentable and ſorrowfull an out-crie, that the 
noiſe thereof brings up two ſervants of the houſe, to enquire and know what the cauſe 
thereof might be : Who being likewiſe ſad ſpeCtators of this their Maſters ſodaine 
and unfortunate death, they conceive and beleeve, that hee had voluntarily ſtop- 
ped his owne breath , and deſtroyed himſelfe by putting thrs Orenge in his mouth, 
and that his face being blacke and ſwollen, was onely his'owne ſtrugling for lite 
againſt death ; which opinion of theirs, in common ſenſe and reafon was probable 
enough, if God had not here refolved to diſprove it, in verifying and making appa- 
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rant the contrarie. For Rjchardo (who was of a pregnant wit, and of a (harpe and quicke 
apprehenſion) confidering that cheſe were Aoroſen?'s Gloyes which hee found there in 
his Unckles chamber , and his memorie now t«lling his hearr, what laſcivious daliances 
and obſcene embraces and familiaricie his eyes had lately ſeene and knowne betweene 
him and his Aunt 1-peris, as alſo that God heretofore prompred and informed his 
ſoale, thar they both had an equall ſhare and hand in this lamenrable murther of his 
Unckle, and thar it was farre better for him juſtly co ruine her now, then ſhe unjuſtly ro 
begger him hereafcer : Hee therefore (with teares in his eyes) prayes the ſervants to 
Ray a lictle while in the chamber wich his dead Unckle till his returne ; and then (with 
thoſe Gloves in his pocket,and this Letter in his hand) he ſpeeds away to the Podeſtate 
(or criminall Judge) of this Citie, named Seignior Zudevicws Ceranno, and in a paſſio- 
nate and forrowfull ſpeech makes him know as much as himſelfe knowes of this lamen- 
cable murther of his Unckle Ps/merivs, for the which hee ſtrongly chargeth Morofies 
and his ſaid Aunt 7peria to be the Author and Actor, and fo craves Juſtice on them 
both for the ſame. This grave perſonage is very ſorrowfall at this lamentable acci- 
dent, and likewiſe at this relation and accufation of Richardo, as well for the manner 
thereof, as for the qualitie of the perſons who he heares and feares are intereſted herein, 
when walking a turne or two, deepely contemplating hereon in his chamber, he ſics 
bimſelfe downe in his Chaire, and then (bidding Richerdo approzch neerer to him) he 
ſerionſly demands of him theſe foure Queſtions. Firſt, if he were affured thar theſe 
were Morofini's Gloves , to which Richardo anſivered,, he perfeQtly knew them to be 
his, for that he had ſeene him weare them three or foure ſeyerall times. Secondly, 
where Moroſfyj was lodged in that Citie ; whereart he replyed, that he and his two afſo- 
ciates, Aſtonicus and Donato, lay at the ſigne of the Ship upon the Key. Thirdly, where 
he thought his Aunt Tzzperia now was ; whereat he tells him, ſhe 1s now in Saint Francs 
Church, in herdevotions, And fourthly, what Lecter that was which he held faſt ſealed 
in his hand; when he alſo informed him, that this was the very ſame Letrer which he 
formerly told him of, the which Seignior Boudivo (the Father co his Aunt Lperis) ſenc 
to his Ulnckle this morning from Loreto, by an Inne-keeper of that Towne, named 
Antonio Herbas, whom he ſaid he had brought along with him to affirme fo much; the |. 
which being called up before the Podeſtate, he upon his corporall Oath did ſo: when 
the Podeſtate taking that Letter from Kzchardo, and breaking up the ſeales thereof, he 


findes itto ſpeake this language, | 


BonDino to PALMERIUS 


T was 4 ſenſible griefe to me, when 1 firſt heard of Moroſini's 'errivall from T urkie to An- 

cona 3; but ferre the greater , when I ſince underſtand of his long and Hngring ſigy there - 
end to write thee the trmth:afrmy heart, my thoughts by day, and my dreamer by night, doe ſtill 
prompt and aſſure mt, thatas it is likely he will attempt ſomething againſt the Cheſtitie of thy 
Wife my Danghter, ſo it ts not impo(ſ#ble for hirs likewiſe to plox ſomewhat againſt thine owne 
life , for by mature and inclination 1 heare he is very malicious and revengefull. If be depart 
ſpeedily to Venice, thes bare this Letter in Ancona (which I now ſend thee thare by my neigh- 
bour Antonio Herbas ;") but if he farther protra&? his flay there, then ſpeedily bring thy ſelfe 
#wd thy Wife away to me here in Loretto; where my: Houſe ſhall be a Santinarie for her, aud 
8 Caſtle and Cittadel for thy ſelfe : Slight #0t this my carefull aud tender advice to thee, but 
rether reſolve with confidence, that ar God geve it firſt 10 my heart, ſo frous my heart I woff 


afſetionately now ſend it. to thee. | 
Ae Y BonvDiNno: 


The Podeſtate being aſcereained of all theſe Evidences, from the confeſſion of R3- 


chardo, the Gloves of Moroſinj , the Letter of Boadjee , and the ——_— 
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 tharhe hath beene informed by divers, that he 1s an honeſt man, and therefore in 


H 
Herbgs, although hereupon he verily beleeves that Polmerixs was ſtifled in his bed by hig | the 
Wife Immperis and her lover Moroſinj, yet (45 a wiſe Judge and a pradent Magiſtrate) he | gut 
will informe his knowledge of one imporcant point more, for the berrer ditquifition || Fat 
and vindication of the rrurh of this deplorable bufinefſe : He will nor ſend any fwb- | Th 
ordinate Officer, bur a private friend of his, to the Hoaſ# of che Ship apon che Key, | pie 
where Moroſiat lodged, whoſe name he now knowes to be Stephano Fundi, and thar (in wil 
favourof a Cup of Wine ) he ſhould courteouſ]y allare him home ro his houſe and pre. | bri 
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ſence, the which that friend of his performes ; where rhe Podeſtate then told him, 


friendly ſort he prayes him ro anſwer him the truth of three demands which he ſhall 
make unto him. Firſt, if Morofsi and his friends 4ſtonicer and Donato lay in his houſe 
all che laſt nighr, or if not, when they went abroad, and at what houre rerurned. When 
Fendi ( performing hisdutie and reverence co the Podeſtate) cells him, that they all 
chree went forth of his houſe rogerher the laſt night wich their Rapicrs, wichour any 
lighrs, a little afrer rwelve of che clocke, and retarned home againe alittle before rwo, 
as neere as he could guefſe. Secondly, the Podeſtate ſhewes him the Gloves, and askes 
of him, if he choughe cheſe were Xc0roſiz3's ; to the which he anſwered, he cid affure 
hinfelfe they were , forthar he had many times ſeene him weare them. Thirdly, he 
enquires of him, if he knew where Morsſ#n3, 4ſtonicus,and Donato now were; whereunto 
he made anſwer, that after they came home ro his houſe the laſt nighe, chey merniy 
carowſed and dranke in their Chamber till fix of the clock inthe morning, thar. they 
theh went totheir beds, and there as yer they all lay ſoundly ſleeping. The Podeſtate 
having thus happily cleared all theſe rabs, he makes no doubr rhey were the murtherers 
of Paleeriue, and therefore reſolves ſpeedily to lay ſure hold of them all. Bur he isf6 
folidand wiſe in this adminiſtration of Jaſtice,as he will adde ſubrilcie to his power,and 
diſcretion to his authoritte. Firſt therefore in friendly manner he confines Fusdi tos 
Chamber here in his owne houſe, to prevent that he ſhould not recurne home to-cell 
cales ro Moroſiri and his affociates, Then he preſently ſends away two of his owne 
ſonnes, who were gallant young Gentlemen, named Seigujor Alexandro and Thowaſo Ct- 
7anz0 (who were ignorant of all rhis matter) with his Coach to Saint Fraecis Chuyth, 
and when rhey there ſee the faire Gentlewoman 72peria to iflue for-h, then in courteons 
mannernot to faile to bring her away in Coach with them co his houſe *urider prerext 
and colour,thar the Lady Homnoria their Mother doth deſire to fee and ſpeake with her, 
and thar ſhe will pleaſe to paſſe one houre with her in her Garden, with whom and where 
ſhe (by the way of viſits) had formerlyſomerimes beene. Theſe two young Gentlemen 
(in obedience to their Fathers commands_) drive away to that Church , and preſently 
efpir fraperia omher knees, who now riſeth and goes forth ; they follow-her, and in #he 
fireer, with their:Hars inctheir hands,doe preſent their Lady Mothers requeſt and errand 
ro herpat wee:have formerly heard. 1-peris knowing them. be the Podeſtates'rwo 
fonnes, ſhe ac firſtis ſo. infinjrely perplexed, grieved, and amanet} herear, yea, ſhe is here- 
np9h vexed unch cormenttd' th fo ſtrange a manner , that with much perturbation of 
mind, ſhe now-{throughherfonſe andguiltie conſcience) lookes pale forforrow, and 
prefenrty redugaine'for ſhame; ſo that intheruraing of a hand,and twinkfing of an eye, 
(ht exchangettr che Lilies of her cheekes into Roſes, and thoſe Roſes as foone apaine 
into Lillies. Buechen (fearing her danger leaſt, when ſhe had allthe reaſons of the world: 
bothcodoubc urkd feare ic moſt) conſidering chat the Podeſtare and the Lady his Wife 
wore her kindeand honotrable good friends, and had now ſent their Coxch for her, #s 
alſo obſerving the faire carriage and courteous languaze of theſe rwo her:young ſonnes 
cowards her; ſhe then (being blinded by the Devill) doth fo wholly forget both her 
crime and her danger, her judgement and her ſelfe, rhat rejefing her feare, and com- 
poling' her. countenance to a modeſt chearefulnefſe , ſhe willingly obeyes the Mothers 
commands, and accepts of the Sonnes courrefie, and ſo goes along home with __ in 
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their Coach, where being arrived, Theſe ewo young Gentlemen , douſker and con- 


duct her up tothe gallery, where not the Lady their Mother , bur che Podeſtare their 
Father , (accompanied with rwo other grave Officers of juſtice atterd her comming., 
Their very firſt fight is ſafficiently capable ro daunt her courage with feare, and to rranſ- 

pierce her heart and ſoule with ſorrow ; When the Podeſtare calling her ro. him , hee 
with a ſterne conntenance gives her this chundering peale for her goodmorraw and, 
breakfaſt. That, he is ſorry toſee that ſo faire a Gent!ewoman as her ſelfe.; ſhould har-. 
hour and enfhrine ſo foule a heart. That her good old Husbend Seigeier Palme: ins is this 
moraing found ſtifled to death in his bed wich an Orenge in tis mou! h, and char he bork 
thinks and affures himſelfe, it is done by her ., and by ber bloody Ruthan and Enamou- 
rato Horoſini, for the which he ſaith he is conſtrained (in honour rojuſtice) rom. ke her 
Priſoner to the Pope his Holinefle, his Soveraigne Lord and Maſter, whereat th:s falſe 
hypocrite Jeperza ( witha world of ſighes and teares cries out and tels him. that ſhe lefc 
her old husband Palmerins in perfect health in his bed this morning, that therefore ſhee 
hoperh and traſteth in God he is not murchered, or if he be, that ic muſt needs be done 
by his wretched Nephew Achardo, who impatiently gapedand hoped for his great wealrh 
and riches, or elſe by ſome Devill in his ſhape, of his ſeducing and hiring him thereun- 
co. That Morofees is not her Ruffian or Enamourato, but abrave Mirchant by his pro- 
feſſion, and an, honourable Gentleman of Yenice by birch and cxtration , and that ſhve 
dares pawne. her life for his, chat they are both of them as innocent of this toule crime 
as the-infants who were borne bur the laſt night, and chat ſhe hath farre more reaſon to 
weepe for the death of her hasband, than any way to feare her own life , becauſe 
ſhe.knowes that God is the defender of innocents, and the proteC&or of the righ- 
teous, with many other paſſionate and forrowtu)l ſpeeches conducting and looking 
that way; bur theſe her ſpeeches and teares cannot prevaile with the Podeftate, for 
both he and his two Collegues do yet firmely beleeve thar ſhe is guilty of this jnhu- 
mane murther ; So he impriſoneth her in a chamber of his own houſe for thar day, and 
intends at night ro ſend her roche common Goale of that Ciry. Now as (he is led along 
betweene two Uſhers (or Szrj-ants chrough a lowerroome , whereall che Pod+ſtates 
Servants and ſome few others of the City were flocked thither to ſee her p = by,ſhe in« 
finicely more caring for her Mo-cſes3's life , and fearing his death than her own , iris her 
chance to eſpie Xercario(whom we have formerly underfiood ſhe fent wich her Letters 
to him to Conſtantinople and Aleppo, and knowing that the $2:j-auts Would then difficult- 
ly permir her ro ſpeak with any of the company, ſhe amidſt her teares hethinks her felfe 
of a pretty policy; for asſhe paſt c!oſe by Mercario (he purpoſely lers fail her gloves and 
wethandkerchiefe for him to take up, the which he doth; and as he was ſt-oping to «f- 


 fe&ir, ſhe ſecretly and ſwiftly roands himin his eare thus, 1 pray go in{tznrly opon the 


Kay to Morofe#i's lodging, and tellhim thatIam a priſoner inthe Podeſtares houfe, for 
the bufinefſe he knowes of, and therefore that he (and 4ſtonicusand Dovars) do ſperdi- 
ly provide for their ſafety, as alſo that if I had athouland lives I wouli willingly loſe 
and facrifice them all for to preſerve his, andehat I will live and dye bis moſt loving friend 
and faithfail handmaide , the whi. h as ſoone as he had urcered, ſhe is impriſoned in a 
dark Chamber : where ſhe hath none but her gailty conſcience, the bare wzlles, and the 
ewo Serjeants for her milerable comforters; and yethere (thioking ro breath and draw 
ſome hope among all her difpaire and ſorrowes, ſhe prayes one of the Szrjeants tore- 
porther humble ſervice to the Lady Hovoria the Podeſtates Wife, and ro pray her toob- 
lige and honourher ſo mach as toſee and ſpeak a word with her. Burt ſhe having beene 
informed by the Judge her Husband thar he abſolutely held and beleeved her robe the 
mourtherer of her own Husband Seignior Palmerins, (he was too honourable to grant 71:- 
peris this courtefie, and therefore (in deceſtation of her foulef.&) highly diſdained co 
afford her this charity and conſolation, and fo flatly'denies either to ſee or ſpeake with 


her, 
£7: And 
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And now do the Podeſtate, and his two Colleagnes fit and debate in conncell with 
chemſclves, how and in what manner to ſurprize Moreſini, Aſtowicws, and Dowato, for 
alehough they are not ſure, yet by their abſence rhe laſt night from their lodging with 
Aorofini they think thar they rwo are acceflaries with him herein z Firſt, they are of opj. 
nion to ſeize on their ſhip, which 1s atanchor in che Roade, rermed the Realto of Ye. h 
nice (aname I think derived and taken from the Merchants Exchange of that Ciry regr. c 
med the Reatto, or elſe from the Realto Bridge, which(for one Arch) is donbtleffe the ' 
rareſt, faireft, and richeſt Bridge of the world) which ſhip was of ſome three hundred : 
Tunnes,and bore ſome twenty peecesof Ordnance,and then preſently after co ſeize oh ; 
themſelvesin their lodging. But upon more mature deliberation, they refolve to aban. 
don this their opinion, and ſo to ſeize on theirperſons, butnor toarreſt or make ſtyy 
of their ſhip ; and although their zeale to juſtice, and haſte for theirapprehenſion beye. 
ry great, yet Aercario out of his reſpe&s to 7#peris, and affection to Moroſi#i trippedon 
through the by-ſtreers and neereſt way to the Key fo ſwiftly , as he had already ſecretly 
related him and his two conſorrs the forrowfull newes which 7zperis ſent them by him, 
Whereat with feare in their hearts and courages, and amazement in their lookes and 
countenances, they all three leape from their beds to their ſwords, diſcharge their 
Inne, pack up their Truncks and baggage, and reſolve with all poſſible ſpeed 
flze to their thip, and then if not with, yet againſt the windes to pur into Se, 
and for their ſafety to Igave Ancona, and fayle for Vewice. Bur yer here Moroſint; 
keart is perplexed with a thouſand torments to underſtand of his Taperia's emi. 
nent and apparent danger, and with many Hels inſtead of oneto fee thar hee muſt 
now thus ſuddenly leave her deere fight and company, which hee every 
eſteemes no leffe than either his earthly felicity , or his Heaven upon Earth. By 
here againe violently called away by the importunatecryes of 4/tonjcxs and Doweto, and 
yer farre more by the conſideration of his own proper feare and danger; Aercayjoisn 
ſooner ſtoilen away from them, bur they all three with their ſwords drawne ruſh downe 
the ſtayres with equall intents and reſolution toexchange their Inne for their ſhip, and 
thereby ro metamorphoſe their danger into ſecurity ; But they ſhall ſee thar thek 
weak and reeling hopes of theirs will now deceive them. For they finde all doores 
of their Inne lockt within fide , and ſarrounded and beleagured without , with mary 
armed Serjeants, Sonldiers, and Citizens for their apprehenſion : And although Moye- 

ſoni, Aſtonicus, and Doxato, were ſo inflamed with their yourhfull blood and conrage, as 
they were once generouſly reſolved to ſell their lives deerely , and with their Piſtols 
and Swords to prefer an honourable toan infamous death, yer being farre oyermaſtred 
with numbers and therefore enforced to take a Law of the ſtronger; Whereunto they 
the ſooner hearken and conſent, in regard the Serjeants and Officers do politickly cry 
outtothem, and pray themto yeeld, asaffirming that to their knowledge their refo- 
lution and-feare doth far exceed the danger of their offences. They make a vertueof 
neceſſity, and unlocking the doores of their Ione and Chambers, do cheerefully yeeld 
up their perſons, Piſtols,and Swords to the Popes Officers of Juſtice, who as ſoone con- 
veigh them all three to the common Priſon of that City , which was the ſame wherein 
our not ſo ſorrowfull as unfortunate 7-peria wasalready entred, and where to her unex- 
preſſible griefe,and Moreſizi's unparallell'd affliftionand diſconſolation, ſach exz&charge 
was given of the Podeſtate, and ſach curious heed obſerved and taken of the Goaler, 
that he could not poſſibly be permitted either ro ſee or ſpeak with her, or ſhe with him, 
the which indeed they conceived to be far more ſharpe than their crime, and infinitely 
more bitter than the conſideration either of their feare or danger. 

Now the newes of thefe lamentable accidents being ſpeedily poſted from Ancona to 
Loretto , cur Imperias craell Father Boxdizono ſooner js aſcertainedthereof, Bur ſeeing 
his ſonne in law Palwerizs murthered in his bed, and his Wife and his owne only 


Daughter 7mperia (with her Ruffian Morofesi and his two conſorts) ro be impriſoned - 
the 
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che auchors, and afors thereof, he for the love he bore to her life and the cender pitcy 
and ſorrow he felc of the infamy of her approaching death, ſaddenly fals fick, and dies ; 
whereof his impriſoned danghter Toperis underſtanding, ſhe (inregard of his former ſe- 
yerity towards her) is ſo much paſlionare, and ſoliccle compaſſionate,as ſhe rather rejoy+ 
ceth than l:menteth ar ir; Onely the prayes God to forgive his ſoule of that crueiry of 
his 1n enforcing her co marry Palaerixs, which (he knowes to be the origin all cauſe , and 
fatall cloud from whence bave proceeded all cheſe diſmall tormes of :sMiQion, and r-m< 
eſts of untimely death, which ſhe feares mult very ſhorcly befallboth her felfe, and her 
ſccond ſelfe Moroſtes. | GEES 
Whiles thus Afonices and Donatogrieve at their hard fortune and danger , and Me- 
roſes and _— do reciprocally more lament and ſorrow for their ſeparacion thao for 
their impriſonment, and thar the Podeſtate andother Officers of juſtice of A#c03Gare 
reſolved firſt ro informe the Pope, and then co expect his kotinefſe pleaſure for theer- 
raignement , and puniſhment of cheſe foure priſoners, it pleaſed Gad exceedingly ro. 
viſite the Towne of Loreto, and eſpecially che Ciry of Azcoss with the Plague, whereof: 
many thouſands in a few monethg were ſwept away, ſo by ſpcciall coiamiſiion and order 
from Kowe,.they (in company of divers other Priſoners) are cariveyed to the City of Po- 
kgnio, rwo ſmall dayes journey from Azcons,.and there to be arraignedand tried tpon 
their lives and dearhs; at which time as they paſt by theoid, lictle Ciry of Toelentino 
where I chen (in my intended travels towards Rome) lay upon my recavery of a burging: 
Feaver; When, I ſay, the nature of their crimes, and che quality of their perſons made 
my curioſity fo ambitious, as roſee and obſerve chem in their {cyerall Chambers of the 
Inne where they that night lay which was at the figne of che Popes Armes, as for 4forj- 


' chra1nd Donatol found them to be rather fad then merry ;  4foroſeai to be farre more mex- 


ry than wiſe, and Jmperis to bee infinicly more faire than fortunate, and all of 
chem ro bee lefſe forcowfall for their aftiiftion and danger, than for the;cauſe 
chereof. | TO TT Trio: 

Within three houresof their arrivall co Foligeio they are all foure convented before: 
the rwo criminall Judges, who are purpoſely ſent from Rowe thither, and arerhere, and 
chen ſeverally cha ged with this foule murther of ſtifling to death the old Sigujor Palme- 
riws 10 his bed, which all and every one of them apart doe ftiffely deny. Notwich- 
ſtanding that Funds the Hoaſt, and Richardo the Nephew , give, in evidence. of 
ſtrong preſumprion againſt them, and alſo notwithſtanding of X20-oftvi's Gloves and 
Bondinos Letter written co his Sonne in law Palmerins, and delivered by Herbas 2s we have 
formerly underſtood. But theſe cwo grave and prudent Judges; yet ſtrongly ſuſpeRting 
the contrary, they will nor be deluded with the airy words, and ſugred ſpeeches and pre» 
teſtations of their pretended innocency, bur conſult betweene themſelves what here to 
reſolve on for the vindication of this trath z ſo at laſtthey hold ic expedient and requi- 
ſite firſt roexpoſe 4toices ro the torments of the Rack, the which(he being a ſtrong and 
robuſtuous man) he endurerh , with a firme reſolution and conſtancy every way above 
himſelfe, and almoſt beyond belicfe, and ſtill confefſeth nothing, bur his innocency 
and ignorance of this deplorable fat, whereof the Judges reſting nor yer fatic- 
fied, they within an houre after adjadge Dosgto to the rortures of the Scarpines, 
who being a little rimbred man, of a pale complexion and weak conſtication of body. 
his right foot no ſooner feeles the unſufferable fury of the fire, and his crormen- 
tors then confidently promifing .him all defired favour from his Judges if hee 
will confeſs the truch, but after fome ſorrowfull teares , and pitcifull cries hee 
fully and amply dorh, and in the ſame manner and forme, as in all irs circumſtances 
we have formerly underſtood. The which when the Judges heareof, they cannor 
refraine, firſt from admiring and woadrinz thereat, and then from Jlamenriag that 
perſonages of their ranke and quality ſhonld be the authors and aQors of fo fouleand 


lamentable a murther . eſpecially of this faire Gentle "—_— Imyeris to her own good 
| Z 2 | old 
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old Husband Palmerivs. Now by this time alſoare Moroſta#, Imperis, and 4ftonicus acquain- 
ted wich this fatal confeſſion and accuſation of Donato againſt them for this murther, 
whereat they do infinitely lamentand grieve, becauſe they are thereby perfe&ly aſſured 
that ir-hach infallibly made them allthree liable, and obnoxious todearh, as alſo for thar 
their ſappoſed firme friend Dozetoproved himſelf ſo falſe a man, and ſo true a coward to 
be che cauſe thereof, wherein they ſo much forger themſelves,as they do not once think, 
and they will nottherefore remember, that the dereCtion of chis their foule murther 
proceeded immediately from Heaven, and originally from the providence and juſtice of 
cheLord of Hoſts. 

'The very ſame afternoone, the Jadges ſent for Moroftni, Imperia , and Aftonicus to 
appeare” before them in their publick tribunall of Jaſtice , where they firſt 4cquaine and 
charge them with Donato confeſſton and accuſation againſt them for murthering of pg]. 
everizs , whereat they are ſo far from being any way diſmayed or danted, as they all do 
deny, and refell his accuſation, and ſo in high termes do ſtandupon their innocency, and 
jaſtification. Bar when they ſee Dongto broughtinto the court inachaire, (for his fiery 
rorments of the Scarpines, had ſo cruelly ſcorched, andpittifally burnt away the fleſh of 
the-ſole of his right foor, almoſt to the bone that he was wholly unable either to goor 
ſtand)and that they were to be confronted face to face with him, as alſo they beipg allo 
hotly terrified and threatned by the Jadges with the torments of the RackandScar- 
pines, then God' was ſo gratious to their heartsand ſo merciful! to their ſoules , that 
they looking mournfully each at other, ſhe weeping, and they fighing, and all ofthem 
deſpairing of life, and roo perfeQly afſured of death, they all contefſe the whole trath of 
this foule fa& of theirs, and ſoconfirme as muchas Donato had formerly affirmed of this 
their bloody crime of murthering ?Pelmerizs in his bed ; when oneof theſe ewo reverend 
. and grave Judges immediately thereupon do condemne them all foure robe hanged che 
next- morning at the common place of execution of that City ; although Dopajo becauſe 
of his confeſſion hereof (in vaine) flattered himſelfe chat he ſhould receive a pardon for 
hislife; So they are all ſent back to their priſon from whence they came, where all.che 
courtefee which the importunate requeſts of 4ſoroſini, and the inceflant ſighes and tears 
of Tmperiacan obtaine of their Judges is, that they grant them an houre of timeto ſee, 
converſe, and ſpeak one with the other that night in priſon, in preſence of their Goalers, 
and ſome other perſons before they dye. When Morefini being guided rowards her cham- 
ber, ſuch is the weaknefſe of his Religion towardsGod, and the fervency (or rather the 
exorbitancy) of his affeftion towards her, that as he paſſeth from chamber cochamber. he 
. is ſo far from once thinking, much leffe fearing of death, as he abſolutely beleeves he is 

going toa victory, andatriumph, here Aforoſivi with a world of fighs throwes himſelfe 

into his Tmperis's neckand breſt ; and here Taxperis with a whole deluge of ceares imbra- 

ceth and encloy ſtererhher Moroſini in her armes, when after a thouſand kifſes, they beg 

pardon one of another, for being the effentiall and aQuall cauſe each ofothers death,and 

do enterchangeably both Kkiffe and ſpeak, fomerimes privately, and moſt times pub- 

lickly before the ſpeators, that if thoſe reports be true which I firſt heard chereefin 
Tolentino,next in Foliguio, and laſtly in Rowe, I fay rodepaint and repreſencir atlife in all 
irs circumſtances, I ſhould then begin a ſecond hiſtory, when I amnow on the yery poiar 
and period toend the firſt, 'neither in my conceir isHe a task either proper for me to un- 
derrake or pertinent for my pen to performe,becauſe (to ſpeak freely and ingenuouſ]y) 
I hold the grantand permiſſion of this their amorous viſit andinterview in priſon be- 
fore they dye, to be every way more worthy ofthe pity than of the gravity or piety of 
cheir Judges. If therefore I do not content the curiofity, Iyer bopeT ſhall fatisfie the 
Judgement of my Chriſtian Reader,here briefly to ſignifie this their limiced Roure isno 
ſooner paſt, burto the ſharpe affliQion of Morofisi, the bitter anxiery of Imperis, they by 
their Goalers are ſeparated and confined to their ſeverall chambers, where (by the cha- 
ricy oftheir Judges) they finde two Friersandtwo Nuns attending thegto progere: _ 
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ſoules for Heaven, und in alefſe vaine , anda more ſeriousandreligions conference to 
entertaine borh their time, aad chemfelves, from an earthly ro the ſpecilzcion and con- 
templation of a divine and heavenly love, as alſo from chem co Aftonicus and Donato. 

Bur before I proceed farther, we muft und-rſtand , that rhe cwo Friers have nor 
beene with Morofie?, and the two Nunnes with Ieperia above an houre, bur by the two 


Judges there is a chiefe ſabordinare Officer of theirs ſent co priſon ro cell Twperis, that - 


her Uncle Sezgnzior Alexandro Bondino, a great Senator and famous Judge of Rome , hath 
obrained her pardon of this preſent Pope Yrbas the eighth. Bur ſhe 1s not fo glad of chis 
newes, asſhe ischen curious roenquire if her Moroſeri be likewiſe pardoned, fo the Of- 
ficer tels her no, and thar hee ablolucely muſt ſuffer death , then ſhe weeps farre faſt- 
er than ſhe rejoyceth, and affirmesthat ſhe will nor live bur dye; The Jadges ſend for 
her. and perſwade her tolive, bur ſhe begs them as imporcunarely ro give Moroſtai his 
life, as they doe her to accepr and receive her own. Theyrell her chey have northe 
power to grant her the firſt, and ſhe replyes, that ſherhen hath nor che will to embrace 
and enterraine the ſecond. They acquaint Moroſs#i herewith , who by their order and 
by their ſelves do ſtrongly perſ[wade her hereunto, but her firſt anſwer and rcfoluri- 
on is her laſt, that ſhe will accept of nolife if he muſt dye, neither will he refuſe any 
death conditionally that ſhe may live co ſurvive him. The two Friers and two Nonnes 
uſe their beſt arc and oratory roperſwade her hereunto, bat rhey m+er with impoſhbi- 
lity ro make her affeCtion ro Moreſtni, and her refofucton to her lelfe flexible hereanto; 
Her life is nor halfe ſo prerious to her as is his , for if ſhe had many as ſhe hathbaur one, 
ſhe is both ready and reſolute toloſe and ſacrifice them all for his fake, and would eſteem 
ir her felicity that her death might redeeme and ranſome his life. The Jadges (our of 
their goodnefſe and charity) afford a whole day to invite and per{wade her hereunto, 
bur ſhe is ſtill deafe to cheir requeſts, and ſtill one and the ſame woman, defirous ro 
tive wich him, or conſtant andreſfolute codye for him. Therefore when nothing can 
prevaile wich her, becauſe dye he muſt, ſodye the will; cothe which ſhe cheerefuliy 
prepares her ſelfe, with an equall affe&ion and reſolution, which I rather admire than 
commend in her. | 

So the next morning they are all foure brought tothe place of common execution 
to ſuffer death. Where Donato is firſt lifted up to the L:dder, who bting fuller 
of paine than words faid little in. effect, but that hee wiſhed he had cicher dy- 
ed in Conſtantinople or Alepps, or elſe ſanke in the Sea before he came to Azcone, 
and not to have here ended his dayes in miſery and infamy. The next who was orde- 
red ro follow him was 4fonicus,, 'who roid the world boldly and plainly, chat hee 


cared lefle for his death than for the caufe thereof, and that he loved Moroſezilo perfe&t= 


ly and deerely, that he rather rejoyced than grieved todyefor him, only he repen- 
red himſclfe for afliting ro murcher Pelwerivs, and from his heart and ſoule beſeech- 
ed God to forgive it him , and ſo he was turned over. Then 2orofini aſcends the 
Lidder clad in a haire colour Satin fate and a paire of Crimſon filke Scockings, 
with Garters and Roſes edged with filyer lace, beinglo vaine in his carriage, ation, 
and ſpeeches, asbefore he once thought of God , he (with a world of aghes) cakesa ſo- 
lemne leave of his ſweet heart Jomperia, and withall the powers of his heart and ſoule 
prayes her ro accept of his life , and fo co ſurvive him ; Hee makes an exat and godly 
confeſſion ofhis finnesro God and the world. and yer neverthelefſe he is ſovaine in his 
affetion toward 1mperia, as he takes both to witnefſe, that had hea choufand lives hee 
would cheerefully loſe them all ro ave and preſerye hers. As for 7zperia, ſuch was her 
deere and tender affeQion to him, as ſhe would faine look on him, as long as he lives, 
and yer ſhe equally deſires and refolves rather todye thanto ſee him dye, and becauſe 
ſhe hachnot the power, therefore ſhe turns her face and eyes from him,and will not have 
the will roſee him dye ; when he having ſaid his prayers and fo recommended his ſoule 
into the hands of his Redeemer, he is allo turned over, | | | 
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Now aithaugh our Izperis be here againe and againe folicired by the Indges, Friers, 
and Nuns, to accepr of her life, yet ſhe ſeeing her other ſelfe Moroſpai dead, ſhe theretfors 
diſdainesrto ſurvivehim ; fhe hath ſo much love in her hearr, as ſhe now hath little life, 
and lefſe joy in her looks and countenance. She aſcends the Ladder in aplaine black 
Taff-ra Gowne, a plaine thick ſer Ruffe, a white Lawne Quaife, anda long black Cy. 
preſſe vaile over her head witha white pair of Gloves, and her Prayer book in her hands, 
VW hen being far more capable to weep than ſpeak, ſhe caſting a wondertall ſad and for. 
rowfull look on her dead lover Aorofiai, after many volleyes offar fercht ſighes ſhe de. 
livers this ſhore ſpeech to that great concourſe of people who from City and Countrey 
flocked thicher roſee her and them dye. 

Good people: I had lived more heppy, and not dyed fo miſerable, if my Father Zoz. 
dino had not 1o cruelly enforced me to marry Palmerins whom I could not love, andto 

, leave Morofinj, whom in heart and foule I eyer affefted athovſand times deerer chan 
mine own life , and may all Fathers who now ſee my death , or ſhall hereafter heare or 
reade this my Hiſtory be more pirifull and lefſe cruell ro their Daughters by hisexam- 
ple. I do here now ſuffer many deaths in one to ſee thatmy deere Xoroſeniis dead for my 
fake, for had he not loved me deerly and I him tenderly,he had never died for me, nor] 
for him, with ſuch cheerfalnefſe and alacrity as now we do. And here todeale truly with 
God and the World, although I conld never affe& or fancy my old husband Palmeriss, 
yet now from my heart and ſoule I lament and repent that ever I was guilty of his inno- 
cent anduntimely death , the which God forgive me, and I likewiſe requeſt youall ro 
pray anto God to forgive it me. And not toconceale or difſemble the truth of my heart, 
I grieve nor to dye. bat rather becauſe I have no more lives to loſe for my Moroſen?'s affe- 
Ction and ſake. I have anddo deyoutly pray unto God for his foule, and fol heartily re- 
queſt and conjure you all ro do for mine. ThusI commend you all to happy and proſpe- 
rous lives, my ſelfe to a pious and patient death in earth, arid a joyfull and vlorious reſur- 
re&ion in heaven, when ſigning her ſeife often with the (igne of the Crofle, ſhe puls her 
vaile down over herface, and fo praying that ſhe mightbe buried in one and the ſame 
grave with Moroſeei, ſhe bad the Executioner performe his office, who immediately turns 
her over. 

And ifreportsbe true. Never three young men, and one faire young Gentlewoman 
died more lamented and pitied than they. For Morofei died with more reſolution than 
repentance, and 7mperia with more repentance than reſolution, rhus was their lives, and 
thas their deaths. May we extra&t wiſdome our of their folly , and charity out of their 
cruelty, ſo ſhall welive as happy as they dyed miſerably,and finiſh our dayes and lives in 
as much contentand tranquillity as they ended theirs in ſhame, infamy, and confuſion. 
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Father luſtinian 4 Prieſt, aud Adrian an Inre-keeper poyſon De Laurier, who was lodged in-his 
houſe and then bury him in his Orchard ;, where a moneth after a Wolfe digs him up, and devonres 
a great part of his body , which Father luitinian and Adrian anderſtanding , th!y flye wpon the 
Jarne but are afterwards both of them apprevended and hanged for it. 


| Here our hearts are given to covetouſnefſe , and cruelty, there 
18 lictle figne of grace, and therefore lefſe hope of our proſpe- 
rity eicher in this lite, orthenext ; For thoſe are ſins which fo 
eclipſe our judgements, and obſcure and darken ourunder- 
ſtandings, that we thereby run blindefolded, and headlong 
to all miſery and confuſion, and make our eſtates ſodeſperate 
that wee ſhall not deſerve tobe pitied of others, becauſe wee 

| A would neither pity nor compaſlionate others, or which is 
00 0 000 + 0 Wh worle, ourſelves. Adeplorable example whereof, this enſews= 
ing Hiſtory will preſent to our knowledge and conſideration, in the perſonsof two exe= 
crable wrertches which did wilfully caſt away themſelves, and heir lives upon foule and 
enormous motives. May we religiouſly reade it co the information of our Conſcien- 


ces, the reformation of our lives, 


RY 
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Rich Goldſmith of Dijos (the Capitall City of Burgundy) named Monfteur De Law- 

rier, aged of ſome threeſcore yeersor upwards ,, having been at Franckford Hart, 

and chere fold many Tewels, Bracelets, and chaines of Pearle, for the which he had there . 

received ſome 1700 Crownes , 2s he returned homewards with all that great ſamme of 

money, converted imo double Piſtols, which he carried behinde him in his — | 
| An 
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and ſome remaining jewels; and in aprivate leather girdle next co his body. Irchenced 
thar he fell ſick on the way , whereof finding himſzlte ill and weak , and therefore buth 
unwilling and unable to travell, he got inco a poorecountrey Taverne upon the high 
way, ſome five leagues off fromthe Towne of Salines, where he rook up his 1 dging tor 
thatnight,and there three other Merchants who were in his company (wherecft one was 
of 4vxone, and the other two of Trozer in Champagse) very unkindely torſook him, and 
left him alone to himſelfe , His ficknefſe that nighe increaſing (which gave him much 
paine and lictle reſt)henor liking his lodging, and fearing himſelfe not {afe there ; the 
next morning takes horſe, and very ſoftly rides towards 84hynes, where he arrived abour 
ſome two of the clock afrer dinner and went into the yery firſt Inne which he mer, ar 
the excreameſt end of the Towne, at the figne of S. Denir,whereotthe Hoaſt of the houſe 
was named Adries, and his Wife 1ſobe/ls., they were both of them about ſome forty yeeres 
old, very ſhort of ſtature , and weak of conſtitation of body, he of acole black connte= 
nance, bur ſhe faireand ofa pale white colonr , as for him he was of a diflolute life and 
carriage,extreamely given to wine and women. He was of poore parentage and borne 
ro no meanes atall, bur ſhe was well deſcended, and bronghthim at leaſt rwo thouſand 
Crownes to her portion in marriage, the which he had prodigally waſted, and deboſhed- 
ly ſpent and ſquandred away, in following of his vicious riots and ob{cene pleaſures and 
prodigalicies : As for her, ſhe was of a modeſt carriage and of a verruuus diſpoficion and 
inclination, ſo thatby Antithefis T may very well averre and aftirme, that his baſe vices 
made her ſweer vertues the more apparantand conſpicuons, and her vertue his vices to 
all chat knew them. She made chaſtiry and picty tobe the two ſweer ornaments, and Iyu- 
meall yertues of her life, yea to be the Elixar of herlife,and the life of her ſoule. ſc was. 
therefore an extreame griefe to her heart, and a matchlcfle corment to her minde, to ſee- 
the ſordid actions and hamors of her Husband, as being eyery way more capable co piry 
than roremedy them. She grieved ro fee how b=cauſe he would not ſerve God, ſhe could 
not ſerve him, and therefore that he had vitioufly ſpent ſo much, as now in a manner he 
had almoſt nothing more lefrro ſpend. The ſight and knowledge whereof drownes all 
the pleaſures of her life , infomuch as ſhe could ſacrifice to nothing but co ſorrow and 
repentance, and thar which grieved her moſt and worſt of all,was to ſee that he diſdai- 
ned her adviſe and counſell, and that he was fo farre from reformation, as his vices 
grew and encreaſed with his yeares : and had now not only raken upa habir bur a ſecond 
nature in the perverſity of his lewd aQions and affections. All the Liſtes of her joyes and 
the Roſes of her content were turned into thornes of griefe, and briersand thiſtles of 
her vexation, inſomuch as ſhe was farre more able to ſigh than ro ſpeak forth her Cala- 
mities and miſeries. He loved not his houſe, and which was worſe he hated her 
company, yea his eſtate was ſo miſerable, ſo deplorable, as he neyer converſed with 
God in prayer, ardvery ſeldome frequented his Church , the Serviceor Sacraments, 

and to ſhew himſelfe the more prophane, hee hared all Prieſts and Preachers of 
Gods holy word and ordinances, and loved none fo well as his riotous and ros- 
ring —_ , the very bane of the heart, and the true poyſon and contagion of 
the ſoule. 

And into this honſe, and to this vitious Hoaſt Arias, is our fick De Laurier entred, 
for the end of his fickneffſe, and the recovery of his health ; and I wrice rather with 
teares than inke, that ir was impoſſible for him to have entred into a worſe ; but ſuch 
was his fate, ſuch his misfortune. He likes the carriage of 1ſabel/s his Hoſtefle, farre 
better than the countenance or condition of 44rias her Husband , but as his diſeaſe gives 
him notruce, ſo conſequently he can giye no peace to his patience. He grievestobee 
fick in an unknowne place, and among ftrangers , but farre more to be ſo farre of 
from his owne houſe, and from his only childe and ſonne Leewerdo, whom hee 
loves farre dearer than himſelfe. It is another afflitiontro him ; that his money and 
ſome jewels are here, andnot at his home, and ifhis judgemenccfaile him nor, he og: 
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geſteth co himſette, char che ſjghr and knowledge thereof may engender him far more - 


danger than ſecurity ; bur he conceales and difſembles that, far better than he canhis 
ſicknefle, for he pars his lirtle Caskee wherein it is, under his headand bolſter. He cau- 
ſerh 4drie:z his Hoaſt to bring him a Phyſician, named Ls Motte, who ſeeing his water 
and feeling his palſe, tels him he is very dangerouſly fick ofa burning Feaver, the which 
to prevent, he lets him blood two ſeverall dayes following , and thengives him farre 
more hope than deſpaire of his health :- Bat all this norwithſtanding, De Laurier 
findes himſelfe very weak, and his fickneffe rather mack to increaſe , than any way 
co diminiſh. As for 1ſ4bela , according tothe lawes of hoſpitality (which oaghe to be 
unyiolable ro all the world) ſhe rends him with much reſpe@ and diligence, andina 
word, performs the part and duty, both of a good Hoſtefle, and ofa good woman : Bur 
for her Hasband A9d-iae, his thoughts and reſolutions run another contrary conrſe and 
Carriere, for he imagining De Laxrier to be rich , doth therefore verily hope and pray 
chat he may ſpeedily dye in his houſe, or elſe he hath already ſwapt a bargaine with the 
Devill; ro murther him, thereby ro make np the breaches and ruines of his poore and 
cottering eſtate. He findes ir a work not only of difficulty, bur of impoſlibilicy, roknow 
what rich ſtafe he hath in his Casket and Cloak- bag, becanſe he ſtill keeps it under his 
pillow; and yer gathering and wreſting from him, that he isa Goldſmith of Dijes, and 
that he came now from Franckford Marr, he therefore beleeves that he hath ſtore of Gold 
and jeweisabour him. His poverty and his covyetouſnefle gives che ſwitch co the Devill, 
and the Devill gives the ſpar to him,ro raiſe his uncharicable contemplation into bloody 
ations, and his thoughts and reſolutions as ſo many lines, ranne to terminate in thisone 
only Centre, which is that of De Lavriers death. He ſers his wits and igventions on the 
Tenter hooks, todiscover this imagined Iridies, bur he findes him to be as cautious and 
ſecret in concegling, as he himſfelfe is curious to bewray it. He purpoſely keeps all com- 
pany from him, and will not ſo much as permit his Phyfitian or Apothecary to ſpeak a 
word with him, but he will till be preſent to hear and underſtand it. He with oily words 
and filken ſpeeches, pryes into his deepeſt ſecrers, and purpoſely endeyoureth to infinu- 
ate and ſcrew himſelfe into his familiaricy. But De Lawrier doth rather feare than loye 
him , and ſoeſteemes the revealing of his Gold to be the accelerating of his danger, to 
the which end , with many colourable excuſes and evaſions,he puts him off the know- 
ledge thereof. Bart he is ſo miſerable to ſee his miſeries approach, becauſe the violence 
and impetuoſity of his Feaver doth every way adyance,no way retire; andnow it is that 
his hopes of the recovery of his health do fade, not flouriſh, andrather quaile than pro- 


ſper. Hereſolves to be as religious as he is fick, and therefore prayes his hoaſt 4drias to 


bring him a Prieſt ro give him the Sacrament; Adriawperformes hisrequeſt , but brings 
him a Prieſt named father 1sfi2isn, of his own humour and complexion, and wholovyes 
«Whores and Wine, better than he doth either Heaven or God; fo this unſpiricuall Fa- 
ther gives him the extreame [Incion, and prepares him for his journey and tranſmigra- 
tion from Earth to Heaven. His continuall vanities and prodigalities havelikewiſe made 
him poore; {> being equall with Adrien both in vice and poverty,he is likewiſe equal,and 
ſympathizech with him in hope and defire to repaire hisindigence, and to enrich him- 
ſelfe by the ſuppoſed treaſure and death of De Laxrier. Batas this deboſhed Prieſt is ma= 
licious in this his policy, ſo he is alſo polirick inthis his malice: for imagining that Adrien 
levels and aimes with him at the ſame Batt and Mark ; he dares, bat yer will not acquaint 
him with his bloody purpoſe, to contrat a helliſh league and confederation wich him, 
for the violent diſpatch, and inhumane and untimely diſpeeding of him away from earth 
toheaven, Whiles thus De Lawriers ficknefſe and weaknefſe encreaſeth, and his Prieſt and 
Adrians covetouſnefſe begins wholly ro weigh downe their foules and reſolutions to 
haſten his deplorable death ; as rhe Prieſt is ready to break his minde to Adrjae, how and 
In what manner they ſhould finiſh and compaſſe this bloody bufineſſe, 4932s contrary- 
wiſe, yea, and directly contrary to the rules of Nature, andLayes of Grace, breaks _ 
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minde hereof to his vertuous and Religious Wite 1ſobels, whom he fecks codraw in as 
an actor in this mournfull, and as an agent in thiscruell Tragedy. He is as gracelcfle as 
impudent in this foule and farall artemprof his ; for he ſers upon her with the ſweereſt 
ſpeech, and ſmootheſt perſwaſfions, thateither art could ſuggeſt , or the malice of the 
Devill invent or dicateto him, and therein everandanon, leavesnot io conveigh and 
diſtill inher minde, yea, and co imprint in her memory their forepaſt wealth, th. ir pre- 
ſent poverty and miſery , and the undonbred great riches of gold and j-wels which De: 
Layrier had with him , in that (as formerly we have obſerved) he very caretully day and 
nighc kept his Caſkec under hispillow, and in a helliſh eloquence repreſents unto her 
the faciliry of this fac, eitherby Poniard, or poyſon, adding withall, that the danger 
thereof would infallibly dye with him, with a thouſand other damnable alluring ſp: eches, 
conducing and looking that way , which I am farre more inclinable to file nce than ex- 
prefſe : Bur wretched villaine, and execrable miſcreant thar he is, he ſpeaks nor a word. 
nonot aſyllable of God, or his juſtice, of heaven or hell, or of the foulenefle of thar tac, 
or the jaſt revenge and puniſhmear incident and due thereunto. 

His vertuous wife Iſebe/ta is amazed and aſtoniſhed at this bloody and inhumanepro» 
poſicion of her husband , and all crembling , with ft hs and teares receives it trom him 
with noleſſe true aflEion and ſorrow, than he delivered it her with cruelty and impiety. 
Her cheeks were as red for ſhame, as his were pale with envie the reat ; when God in- 
fufing as much goodnefle into her hearr and tongue, as Satan had ctuelrcy into his ſoule 
and reſolutions, ſhe fell on her knees co his feer, and with her eyes ahd hands er: ed ro- 
wards heven, delivered him this vertuous and religious ſpeech z That it was with infi- 
nite griefe and amazement that ſhe underſtood chis his bloody poſition to her, wt:ich he 
knew ſhe could derive from none bur hell and Satan : She repreſents tohim (with much 
griefe and paſſion) that as puniſhment is ever the rewardof fin, ſo that of all finnes 
murther was the fouleſt, and the moſt pernicious and diabolicall. She tels him farther, 
that covetouſneſle is the root of all miſchiefe, that for her part ſhe is as thankfall co God, 
as he is difpleaſed with himſelfe for their poverty, and that ſhe would ev-r chooſe rather 
tolive in wanr, than todye in ſhame and miſery, and which is worſt of all, either to live 
or dye in the horrours and cerrours of a guilty and ulcerated conſcience. T hat it isa pro= 
phane and prodigious impiety to violate the lawes of hoſpitality , bur a fearfull, yea, a 
horrible crime, co kill any one under our own roofe, and who (in the right of humanicy 
and Ctiriſtianity) comes to us for ſhelcer and proteftion. When riſing againe from her 
knees, ſhe takes him abour the neck and (bedewing his cheeks with her tears) conjures 
and prayes him, by the remembrance of her youth and beauty,which had formerly been 
ſo deere andpreriousto him, by the memory of cheir fixteene yeers ſweer cohabiration 
andconverfation together in the holy Eſtate of Wedlock , yea for his own ſake, forhis 
ſoules ſake. and for Gods fake, that he would defie this Devill, which thus with histwo, 
bitrer ſweetpils of Coyeroulſnefſe and Murther mocked and ſought ro betray him : and 
that therefore (in the name and feare of God) he would henceforth reſume, and pur oa 
aconſtant and religious reſolutien, no more toſeduce her, or to ſuffer himſelfe tobe 
ſeduced by the Devill in imvruing their guilcy hands in the innocent blood of this hi1:1< it 
2nd harmelefſe Goldſmith De Lavrier, whom God hatch now made their gueſt ard !00;- 
er, In doing whereof (quoth ſhe) the ſame our ſacred Lordand God, (in his ne rim*) 
wil be graciouſly pleaſed to increaſe our eſtate and means, and to bleffe our puy-; 17 with 
plenty. But her Husband Adrias (as a moſt wretched villaine cakes this godly 165.1: ill 
anddeniall of his Wife in ill part, andin requirall and confideration thereof, henc-for:: 
looks on her with a ſquinteye, I meane with an eye rather of conrempr ard envi: chan 
ofaffeQion ; but at board, and bed, yea day and night he haunts her as aghoſt, and never 
leavespurſaing of her with his prophane and imporcunate ſolicirarions ro draw her con- 
ſent rotheaQiog ard perpetrating of this bloody buſineſſe ; bur God ſo we'l ſited her 
minde and thoughts, with the grace of his holy Spirit, and fo divinely tortified her _ 
an 
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and ſoule with his ſacred feare, thar her Husbands ſweet perſwalions could not gaine, nor 
his threats Or menaces obtaine any thing of her, but (till ſhe anſwered this murtherous 
requeſt of his, fometim*s vic religious refaſals, and then againe with paſſionate and 
peremprory denials, and therefore the more that ſhe ſees her husband benr co maligne 
and hate De Lanrier , the more devoted and refolare ſhe 1s ro reſpet andrend him, ſtill 
bearing a curious, a carefu!l, anda vigilanteye over him during all the time of his ſick- 
neffe, to {2e that no diiaſter whatſoever might befall him in her houſe. 

Adrian mifliag of this his purpoſe anddefire in bis Wife, he is yer ſohaſty and vio- 
{ent in this his bloody malice towards De Laurier, that meaſuring of Father 7»f#ojaz the 
Prieſt, by himſeife, and indinga conformity in their deboſhed vicesand inclin*tions, he 
the ſooner hopes tofinde a ſympathy in their affections and refolutions, and therefore 
2Ithongh he be a Prieſt, yet knowing him to be extreame poore, he therefore the more 
eaſity beleeves, that the hope of Gold and Silyer will att wonders with him, and make 
him a& wonders for the obtaining thereof. 

Upon theſe hopes, and this confidence, he delayes notime, bur on a Monday morn- 
ing repayrcs to his houſe, and aftercheir morning cups, telling him he hath a ſecrer of 
great importance to reveale him, he rakes him into a little Grove of Walnut rreeshe- 
hinde his houſe, and there (ſwearing him to ſecrecy) reveales tim this his bloody buſi- 


nefſe, where this vitious Prieſt 1»/##iav, in hope of De Zauriers wealth neededno great - 


labour or induſtry to be drawne to make one in this deplorable Tragedy. For had nor 
Adrian now opened it to him , fuch was his inſatiable thirſt and deſire of gold , though 
with blood, that the next day he was fully reſolved to doe ic to him, fo he freely conſents 
to him herein, and ſweares to aſſiſt and ſecond him in murthering of De Lavrier,and the 
tye andcondirion of thistheir helliſh bargaine is, that what gold, ſilver, or jewels they 
ſhall finde him to have, they will inſtantly after his death equally divide and ſhare be- 
rweene them; and hereunto like twobloody hell-hounds, they interchangeably give 
hands, and folemnely ſweare each toother. Nowfrom the matter of thistheir bloody 
defigne andreſojation, they proceed to the mannerand time thereof, bar they then are 
prevented therein. For Father 1s/tixiens little Boy which was accuſtomed ro anſwer 
him at Mafſe comes thicher haſtily and with his little wine poton his finger rels him, thar 
there were many perſons who ſtayed for him before the Altar on their kaees andearneft- 
ly enquired for him to ſay Mafſe, whereupon they both referre the concluſion hereof to 
the very next morning, and in the yery ſame place and Grove, bat atleaſt an houre ſoon- 
er ; Soaway goes Adrian hometo his houſe, and away likewiſe trips Father 1»finian with 
hisSarpleſſeunder hisarme and his Breviary(or Matines Book )in his hand rocheChurch, 
where every one may imagine what a prophane ſacrifice, his bloody heart and hands 
offererh upto the Lord. 

They this night chinking of nothing but of gold and blood, in the morning they 
(impatient of all delayes)come arthe aforefaidrime and place of their rendezvous where 
they preſently fall totheir former conſaltatien of the manner andrime of murthering De 
Laurier, firſt, they propoſe toſtab him in his bed to death, bur this they reje&, becauſe 
the blood would appeare in the ſheers, bed, and chamber; So they reſolve co poyſon 
kim, and to this end 4drjazbuyes the poyſon, and Father I»t7nias will give and admini- 
ſter ic to him ina Wafer or 4gazs Dei,the which he is ſometimes accuſtomed ro give him 
in his ficknefſe : But here Father 1»ſinian ſuggeſterh another doubr ; and propoſerh ano- 
ther d:figne, which is, that Adrian muſt Iikewiſe draw in his wife 7ſabetlato make one in 
this bloody confpiracy and murther , orelſe hee alledgerh thar it can never bee ſafe for 
them to atcempt oreffe&t it; Adrian anſwereth him that he hath hererofore with his beſt 
p-wer arid art ſought ro ſeduce his Wite hereunto, bur chat he findes it wholly impoſfi- 
ble todraw her torhis conſent: Bur Father 1»ftiz3an will yet make another triall and ex- 
periment on her himſelfe, ſo he and her husband 44riasſer afreſh on her, to allure her co 
bring at leaſt her conſear, ifnot her hand rothe murthering of De Lawrier. Bur our ſweer 


and 
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and vercuous 1ſebela is (till one and the fame woman, tor ſhe heares theſe bloody ſpeech- 
£8 and perſwations of theirs with infinite diſcontent and deteſtation. Shee is roo much 
a Chriſtian to bee ſo much a Devill co conſent ro the murther of this honeſt man ; and 
therefore (wich a world of tears and prayers) ſhe ſeeks ro divert them from it, bur eſpeci- 
ally her Husband, becauſe (quoth ſhe) rhe iflue thereof will infallibly prove ruinous co 
them both. They are both much grieved atthis herrefolute repMiſe and deniall,and yer 
ro make a vertue of neceſlity , and to caſt the better glofſe and varniſh on their villany, 
they now falſly ſeeme to be diſwaded from this murther , by the fight ofher tearesand 
the conſideration of her requeſts and prayers; wherefore with a prophane and helliſh 
diſſimulation) they tel! her,that God by her religious ſpeeches and difſwaſions hath now 
made them wholly ro abandon that bloody attempr of theirs againſt De Laxrier, as alſo 
the very thought thereof, and therefore they conjure her to keep and fweare ſecrecy 
berein from all the World, the which ſhe willingly doch. Bur yer her feare prompts her 
heart, that this hamane converſion, and religiousreſolution of theirs is only falſe and 
feigned, as every way favouring more of diſſimulation than trath. In which regard ſhe 
feares with ſuſpition, and ſuſpeRs with doubt, that no leffe than honeſt and innocent D: 
Lswriers lite, lyes now at the (take of their bloody malice and envie. ) | 
Here Father Inſtivjas, and Adrian (to make ſmooth and cleere work) do conclude 
and reſolye that 7ſebeZa muſt be ſpeedily removed from S9/izes to ſome place in the c2un- 
try without once ſeeing or ſpeaking with De Zavrier when a favourable occafion ſeconds 
their damnable intents and deſires herein : for now there is unexpectedly brought them 
word, that her own old Father who dwelt ſome foure leagues off from Salines is very 
ſick and not like to live ; whereupon 44driaz preſently diſpatcheth away his wife 1ſabe7s 
to him, and with her their ſervant maide Graceta. But before her departure ſhe is defi- 
rous to ſee De Lavrier, and to take her leave of him ; but her husdand will by no meanes 
permit her ; ſo the goesfrom her home; and from him into the countrey, with a forrow- 
fall and a trembling heart, as far more fearing De Zavriers unnaturall death, then deubr- 
ing of her Fathers naturall caſe. For her heart frames her ſo many apprehenſions, feares, 
and terrours; that her Husband and Father 1ſti#jan are fully reſolved to murther and' 
make away De Levrier, as ſhe abſolutely and forrowfully beleeves, that he ſhall never ſee 
her more nor ſhe him. Poore De Lawrier takes his Hoſtefle 7ſabellas ſudden and unexpeRed 
departure from him very penſively and heavily, and far the more in that ſhe cou!dnotbe 
permicred to ſee him before ſhe went. He holds it for abad preſage, and farall Omen to 
him, in regard ſhe was as diligent as her husband diſtruſtfull co him, for thather care and 
carriage towards him, pleaſed him as much as his harſh lookes and ſoure countenance 
diſcontented him ; and now ir is that God firſt imprints in his heart and thoughts, a fear- 
full ſuſpicion and a ſuſpitions feare, that his Hoaſt Adrias, and Father 1»ſtinianthe Pricſt, 
have aſſuredly ſome dangerous and execrable plot, both againſt his gold and hislife. For 
hz now ſees himſelfe reduced, to this miſery and deſpaire, that he can be permitred 
to ſee nobody, nor no body roſee him, except only they two. He prayes them bath, 
that his Phyſitian Ls 4fgfrte may come to him toconfer with him abour the ſtate of his 
ſicknef:, bur they malitiouſly and wiifully deny it him, and ell him hee is gone into 
France; This refuſing anſwer of theirs doth now very mach appale and daunt our (lick 
and diſconrented De Lawrier, ſo that his feare encreaſeth with his ſicknefle, and his ſick- 
n«ſſe with hisfeare. Every day and night brings him more cauſe of diſpaisxe, than hope 
of canſolation,and almoſt every moment he wiſheth his gold and himſelfe in Dzjos with 
his Sonne Ds Poet, or he here in Salizes with him, to comfort him with his fighr and pre- 
ſence, He ſtill conceales his gold and jewels from this Prieſt and his Hoaſt, with che 
greateſtartand carehe can, and yet he thinks and fearcs that their jealoufie thereof is 
not only the foundation, bur will alſo prove the acceleration of his danger, for he very 
often ſees them privately whiſpering cogether and ſtill he obſerves ſomebad ſigneand 
fatall apparition in their looks and countenances , which infallibly cell him thar all is 
not 
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not well. And alchough they yer give him ſome ſweet words and ſugred ſpeeches, yer 
he notwithſtanding the more beleeves ihit they are candide in wormewood and confe- 
ated ingall ;and thar they are noorher bur falle and flatrering Sunne-ii ines, which por- 
read ſome enfuing cruell ftormes and diſmall cempeſtsrowards him. Once he was min- 
ded to write and ſend to Dijop for his Sonne, bur rhen he as ſocne refolves the contrary, 
as finding it ro reliſh more or danger than diſcretion , as well for rhe marter which hjs 
Letter might conrain?, as alſo for the party who ſhould carry irthither ro him. Bur leave 
we himalicclero his weaknefle, and fickneffe, ro his doubts, and feares, and ro his for- 
rowes, calamiries, and perplexities, ard come we againe to ſpeak of wretched Adries his 
Hoaſt, and of prophane Farther 1»?3#ian the Prieſt , ro ſee in what ſhapes they will come 
torch to ac their bloody pzrcs upon the ſtage of this hiſtory. 

They are both of chem fo inhumane and cruell in their reſ2lation to murther poore 
fick De Lawrier, that neither the confideration of heaven nor hell is capable ro reclaime or 
divert them from this cheir bloody atrempr. As for his helliſh Hoaſt 4dr:es, he is ſo wil- 
fall and haſty in his malice, as he rels Father T»ſ#197as, that they delay roo long from mar- 
thering De Lawrier,and that it is high rime, yea more than ime for them ro diſpatch him. 
But for Father Izffinian who w.$no lefſe malicious in his ſubrilcy, but yet farre more ſab= 
tile in his malice cowards Ds Lawrier ; He, I ſay, maturely conſidering that it were both a 
folly and a madnefſe for them ro murther him before they firſt knew he were rich, and. 
chat he had ſome ſtore of gold abou: him, he therefore in ſweer tearms and phraſes pa- 
therically adviſech him to write and ſend for his Senne Dx Pont.tocome over to vifitand 
comfort him; when likewiſe the berter ro guild over his ſpeeches with the more pleaſing 
and palpable ſhew of affeftion he profi-r th to ride to Dijonhimſelfe todeliyer ir him 
with his own hands. Our ponre fics De Lawriert:king this Prieſts kinde advice to him in 
good part, thereupon firſt thanks him fr chis his courtefe,butthen againe deeming/iand 
fearing that it proceeded more from if. treachery than from any true or reallaffe&ion 
to him, he begins ro grow cold cherein, and fo rar»er to rej-&, than imbrace and follow 
that reſolution; butar laſt weighing and conſidering his ficknefſe by hi- danger, and his 
gold and jewels by bath. a+ alfo it he ſhould chanc- rodye or mifeury there, that his Son 
were then conſequently ruined in the loſl- ther: of ; he thereupon changerh his r-ſoluri- 
on, and preſently reſolves ro write and ſend over to Dijosfor his Sonve, and to that end 
requeſteth Facher 7sſtizien to excuſe him, and fo prayes his Hoaſt Adriawto undertake 
thac journey and buſtnefſe, rhe which he willingly and cheerefully grancerh. Now the 
reſt of chat day and the greareſt parr of the next night De Lawrier lyes ruminating and 


, muſivg in his bed what he ſhould wrire ro his Sonne, and nolefſe doth F ather Infiniae 


and Adrian to think and know what he would write him; the next morning, fix of the 
clock having ſtrucken, De Lawrie rakes his pen and paper.and with a weak and trembling 
hand wrices his Lecter ro his Sonne: An houre after, 4driew comes into his chamber 
booted and ſpurred to receive his commands, whom he bad to rake and ride hisowne 
horſe, then gives him fonre double Piſtols ro defray his journey, and ſo ſeales and 2ives 
him chis enſuing Lerter, and prayes him and his Sonne Ds Pogt to make all poſſible ſpeed 
back from Dijon to him, | 
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-=_ ſever weeks fince, comming from Franckford Marte, I fell jickas Salynes where I till ty 
} J very weak ie body and much diſcontentedinminde inthe houſe of mine Hoaſt Adi ian (the bearer 
hereof) whom I purpoſely ſend over to thee, to pray and command thee to come ride hither to me with 
all poſrible ſpeed : I have here with me in gold and Tenels to the valew of one thouſand ſeven hundred 
Crownes, and (for ſome priviie reuſons) I feare that weitherit nor my life 3s ſafe here :; Cone away 
with an intent tofinde we dead or dying. Comceale this Letter from all the world. Love this Meſjen- 
ger, but truſt him #ot ; God proſper my health, aud ever bleſſethy proſperity. | 


PE LAURIER. 


As ſoone as De Larrier had delivered his Hoaſt Adries this Letter,and he taken leaye 
of him, Father sſtiejas degs leave of De Laurier to ſee Adrientake horſe. Bur alas theſe 
two lewd Villaines do deceive his honeſt hopes, to performe their own treacherons 
intents and purpoſes; for they flye toa low parler , and then Jock and bolt the doore 

Jothem; where (as it the Devill had thrownethem on coverouſnefle, or covetouſneſſe 
on the deviil) they haſtily break up the ſeales of DeLanriersletrer to his Sonne (which 
we have already ſeene and underſtood) wherein they glut and ſurfer rheir hopes with 
joy of this new de fired treaſure and diſcovered Indies . and fo they prefently ſacrifice ir 
ro the fire, and wretchedly reſolve ro make that very ſame inſving night to be the ve. 
Ty laſt of De Lewriers time and the firſt of his erernity. To which end Adrias huſheth him: 
ſelfe up privacely in bis houſe from the fight of all the world, and efpecially from De 
Layxriers knowledge, and ſohere he ends his pretended, bur not his entended journey ro 
Dijon , before he began it: And he having procured exceeding ſirong poylon there- 
with that night ro ſend De Laurier to Heayen whereof giving a littie fo his great oId ma- 
ſtive Dog in a peece of bread for a triall, he therewith preſently tell dead to rhe ground ; 
he likewiſe ſends away Thomas his Oitler adayes journey into the countrey upon ſome 
feigned buſinefſe, ro the end hee ſhould bee rio wirneſle of chis foule and cruell tact of 
theirs, and then all things being firſt by che Devill, ard then by theſe his rwoexecra- 
ble agents prepared in areadinefle; Farher Ivſtin1as goes up to De Lawriers chamber, 
and rreacherouſly entertaineshim with the hope of hisrecovery of dis health, rhe haſte 
of. Adrigns journey, and conſequently with the ſpeedy returne ot his Sonne D# Font to 
bim from Dijor.. Bur I write it with truth ard griete , that De Lawriers heart and minde 
is preaccupated with too many obnoxiousapprehenſionsandfeares, and raken up with 
too much-doubr and deſpaire ro the contrary ; For as moſt ſickneffes and diſeaſes are 
moft commonly deyanced and preceded by their ſympromes, ſo ail rhar day and all 
that everivg he founda ſwimming in his head, and his ſight obſcured and darkned, as 
if ſome biack ſcarte, or fata'l cloud had beene drawne and extended before his eyes. 
His heart Iikewiſe pants, beats, and trembles within him, as if ir and his ſenſes were 
in a fatious mutiny each with other at this their direfull departure and fata]l ſe q1c ſtra- 
tion. For (till his feares and donbrs informe him, and his apprebenſtons and deſpaire 
prompt him, that either Father 7vſtiaies the Prieſt, or his Hoaſt 497348, or both of the m, 
had confpired to murther him, che which hee once thooght ro have revealed to Fa- 
zhger Jaſtinian, but yer againe hee dares not, as holding it more folly than diſcre- 
tion, nd thar it mighe therefore produce him more danger than ſafety , hee neither 
can nor will eatany thing that day , and his heart and minde is ſo inceflantly perplexed 
with feare, that hee feares hee (hall notout-live che next enſuingnight: And now in» 
deed comes that forrowtuil and diſmallnight , wherein theſe two bloody ViIfaines have 
faily reſolvedro poy ſen t.im, .{4rias having inalower roome the poyſonready, 4 nd > 
chamber 
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ther Tſtinjan above, almoſt ready co call for ic: Whiles thus che Candle in De Lavrirre 
chamber burnt dimme and obſcure, as diſdaining toſee, or bee accef{:ry ro focraell 
a murcher ; neare about eweive of the clock of chart nighr hee awakes out of his ſorrow- 
fall diſtract. d ſlambers, and prayes Father 7»ſti#jan ro give himalictle ſpoonefull or ewo 
of warme wine, in a ſma'l earthen pot wherein he was uſed rodrink ; when this mon= 
ſter of men rejoycing for this fir opportunicy, he ſteps forth rohis bloody companion 
Adrian , takes the poyſoned wafer from him, and powres the poyſon from ir into this 
ſmall b!ack pat of wine, and ſo warmes ir alitrle by che fire in DeLawrizrs chamber, and 
chen gives ic ro him codrink, the which he as greedily as innocently doch, whereof, af- 
cer many ſtrong convulfions and ſtruglings, he within one houre after dieth, having nei- 
ther the meanes to utterone word, or the power to ſcritchor cry, and yet for feare and 
doubt hereof, like two faries, or Devils incarnate of Hell, they with the bed-ſtavesram 
in a great holland rowell into his mouth, thathe may rellno rales, when God knowes 
char deadly ſtrong poyſon had wrought irs operation before, made a full conqueſt of his 
life, and given up his ſoule into the hands of his Redeemer , of whom he had formerly 
receivedit. | 

As ſoone as theſe two wretched miſcreants have diſpatched this lamentable bufi- 
nefſe, then they teare off his ſecrerleathergirdle full of gold from his waſte, and then 
break open his Casket which was under his pillow, wherein (before his breathleſſebo- 
dy was halfe cold) they finde this aforeſaid great ſumme of gold and jewels , the which 
they preſently divide,and equally ſhare betweene them, when having curiouſly ſearched 
his purſe, pockets, doubler, and hoſe, they make a great fire, and immediately 
burne it all, as alſo his Riding Coat, Casker , and leather Girdle, yea, and his 
Hat, Band and Cuffes, that no marks might remaine either of ic or him, and likewiſe 
carne his Horſe into the open field and high-wayes, to ſeek for the fortune cf anew 
Maſter ; ſo wiſe (as they thought) were they in their villany , and fo induſtrious and 
cautious in this their divelliſh craeſty and inhumanity. By this time, as the murthered 
corps of De Laxrier growes cold, theſe rwo FaQtors of hell likewiſe begin to provide 
for his buriall; fo a lictle after rwo of the clock, they dig a pit in 4d-z2»s Orchard, 
next adjoyning to his houſe , and ſo giving him no other winding ſheer or coffin bat his 
ſhire,they ſecretly and filenrly carry down his body berween them, and there bury him, 
and to make all things ſure, they cover over thepir, or his grave with greene turfes, 
that no mortall eye might rake ſuſpition or notice thereof. This bloody bnfineſſe 
being thns afted and perpetrated by theſe rwo execrable wretches , Father 1»ſt3niar 
and Adrian, whonow ſurfer in gold, and wallow in jewels, they preſently dightchem- 
ſelves into new apparell, and coſtly fuirs, and rhenday and nighe haunt and frequent 
the Tavernes and Stewes, as if they wilfully meant ro drowne themſelves in all ſorts of 
ungodly riots, prodigalities and voluptuouſnefſe , whereof their neighbours, yea, 
all Salynes take exatt obſervation and knowledge, as wondring at the manner, but 
farre more at the cauſe thereof, or from whence it ſhould proceed. | 

Some three weekes being paſt over, A4drias now holds it fir ro ſend home for his 
Wife 1ſabella to Salymer, the which he doth, who much wondring at her hasbands un- 
accuſtomed bravery, ſhe preſently enquires of him for Monſiewy Ds Laurier, as if ſhe had 
farre more cauſe to donbt and feare of his danger, than any way to affare her ſelfe of 
his ſafety and welfare : When, hee putting ona brazen face, and ſteeling and rempe- 
ring his tongue wich equall falſehood and impiety, rels her that he departed thence ſafe 
and well ſome rendayes fince; that he gave him fifty Crownes for the chargesof hisen- 
rertainment and lodging, and for a token of his love, had likewiſe lefc her and Father 
Inſtinjias, to each of them twenty other Crownes in gold}: But his wife 7ſabea) out of 
her goodnefſe and piety) deeming thefe ſpeeches ot her Hasbands to be as falſe as fa- 
rall, and verily ſuſpe&ting and fearing, thar he (with the aſſiftance of Farhes Juſtinian) 
had ſent that harmeleſſe good old man to an —_— death and grave z ſhee burſts 
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forth into immoderate fighesand reares, as ſuſpeQing all was not well, yea, fearing no- 
thing more, and beleeving nothing lefſe, than that which hee affirmed to her herein. 
He proffers her the twenty Crownes in Gold, bur (good vertuons woman) ſhe fearing 
it to bee the hire andpriceof innocent blond , her render conſcience is too prevalent, 
and her harmeleſle heart and ſoule too powerfull with God to accept thereof, and there- 
fore ſhe refuleth ic with as much diſdaine and diſcontenr, as hee endeavourethrogive ic 
her with affe@ion and defire. And that the Reader may the more fully be informed of 
her integrity andcharity herein, I meane to the preſent memory and well wiſhes of ab. 
fent De Lavrier, whom. ſhe ſilently feares is foreyer abſent, both from this life and this 
world ; ſhe never goesintothe chamber where he lay ſick, but ſhe ſacrificeth ſome fgghes 
to ſorrow in his behalfe, and her imaginary apprehenſion of his death , makes her 
mournfully conceive, rhateither (hee {till ſees his Itving picture, or his dead ghoſt and 
repreſentation, ſuch was her charitable care of him, ſuch her Chriſtian feare for 
him. 
We have ſcene thisdeplorable and crnell murther commirced on the harmeleſfe per- 
ſon of old De Laurier, by theſe two members of Satan, Adrian, and Father Inflinizn 
rhe Prieſt, and if the truth deceive not my hopes, we ſhall notproceed much farther in 
this their hiſtory, but we ſhall ſee Gods juſt judgements miraculouſly to refplend and 
ſhine forth in his puniſhments on chem for che ſame : For 1 may properly tearme mur- 
ther and puniſhment to be individuals and companions, in regardthe one followes the 
other, asthe ſhadow doth the body, as the firſt derives irs originall from Saran, fo duth 
the ſecond from God, te whom (in a language of blood) ic {till cries for reſtauration 
and ſatisfaction. Bar nevertheleſſe God 1s as fecretas ſacred 1n diſpoſing ofthe man- 
ner and time thereof, and in ordainingby whom , when and how hee will 2Mict and 
execute it: Icisno falfe axiome in Philoſophy,. but a true cenent and maxime ir: Divi- 
nity ; That God who made all things, ſees and governes all thisgs, and that nothing can bce con- 
cealed from ths eyes of his ſacred Power and divine Providence: All the foure Elements are the 
miniſters of his juſtice, yea, Men and Angels, the Sunne, Moone, and Starres, the fowles 
of the ayre , and the beaſtsof the field prove many cimes the Agents of his revenge; of 
which laft ſort and nature, the Reader (co Gods glory, and his owne information and 
admiration) may here obſerve a lively example, and receive a moſt powertall prefi- 
dent ; bur whether more ſtrange for the truth, or rare for rhe {trangeneffe thereof I 
know not, ard therefore will not define. For the ſame day moneth next afrer, that 
Adrian and Farher 1»ſtinian had buried the dead body of De Laurier , behold a huge and 
ravening Wolfe (being lately arrouſed from the adjacenc vaſt woods) ſecking up and 
downe for his prey, came into Adriazs Orchard nextadjoyning to his houſe (purpoſely 
ſent thither by God as a miniſter of his ſacred juftice and revenge) who ſenting ſome 
dead carrion (which indeed was the dead Corpes of De Laurier , that, was but ſhallow- 
ly buried there in the ground) hee fiercely with his pawes and noſe tears up the 
Earth, and ar laſt pals and dragges it up, and there till an honre afcer the break of 
day remaines devouring and eating up of the fleſh of hisarmes, legges, thighes, and 
buttocks. Burt (as God would have it) he never tonched any part of his face , bur leayes 


it fully undisfigured ; When inſtantly ſome Gentlemen hunters of S$ahzzes, and the: 


neighbour Pariſhes, being aſcertained by ſome Peaſants in the fields, rhat the Wolfe was 
paſt that way, they cloſely follow him with their Dogs and Hornes, andſoartlaſt finde 
him in Adrians Orchard,eating as they think, of ſome living beaſt or dead carrion, Bur the 
Wolfe being terrified wich the noife ofthe hunters lond ſhoutes and cryes, as alſo of 
their Dogges fierce yawling and bawling, preſently forſakeshis prey, and ſaves his 
life by his flight, althouzh the Dogges and many Peaſants do eagerly purſue him; 
Whiles all che Gentlemen (as if led by the immediate finger of God) with their Javelins 
and Boreſpeares in their hands, raſh into the Orchard to ſee and finde out whereon the 


Wolfe had preyed, when loe (contrary to their expeRations) their amazed eyes are en- 
forced 
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forced to behold the piti ull ſpc&zcle, and lamentable obj: & ofa mangled dead mans 
body. miſerably devoured and eaten by thar ſavage Wolfe , and the which they ſaw he. 
had digged and, torne up, as they fully beleeved from his untimely grave : They 
therefore at firſt ſtand aſtoniſhed with griete, and amazed for ſorrow at thisprodi- 

21s and deplorable fighr, and yer ſach was their living compunction to this dead 
corps, and conſequently their zzale to Godsglory and juſtice, asconfidently beleeving 
rhat hee was prodiroriouſly murthered by ſome 1nhumane perſonor perſons ; that rhe 
odious {tnch of this long burted body, could not hinder them from approaching ro ſar- 
vey and behold ir; They finde the greateſt parc of the fleſh of his body devoured by the 
Wolfe, bur (as before) his face wholeandunronched , when they fee (and excreamely 


rieve ard forrow to ſee) that it was 2 graveold man with a long white beard, bur fo be- 


[meared with earth and duſt as rhey could not refraine from fighes and reares robehold 
ir. Here they ceaſe tg parſue the Wolfe, 2nd becauſeneither of them knew this poore 
and mifcrable dead carkaſe, they therefore ftepto the other endof the Or-hard, and 
there conſult what is fic to bedone in this lamentable buſinefſe and accidene. Bur their 
opinions as ſo many lines concurre and terminate in thiscentre , that abſclurely this 
dead body was crueily murthered, and there by the murtherers privarely and filent- 
ly buried. They farther vehemently ſuſpeR and beleeve, thar becauſe ir was baried in 
Adriens Occhard , that therefore it was apparantly probable , it was hee with his Wife 
and Servants who had murthered and buried him there , wherefore to keepe theſe 
ſuſpeted bloody Birds in their Cages, they (as wiſe and jadicious Gentlemen) place 

'a ſtrong Guard of their Servants and Peaſants to watch the doores and windowes of 
Adriens houſe, that none iſlue forth thence, and they themſelves go preſently ro the 
Criminall Judges of the Towne, and acquaint them with this lamentable obje& 
and accident. 


Inthe meaneour harmeleſſe and yertuous 7/abella,hearing theſe loud ſhouts and our- 


cries at herdoores ſo ſoone in the morning , ſhe in the abſence of her Husband ; (who 
lay forth of his houſe chat night deboſhing and revelling with his cups and Queanes) 
fearing thar all was nor well, and therefore her amazed and ſorrowfull heart, not wil- 
ling to know that whereof ſhe was i1finitely defirons to be ignorant, ſhe lay ſtillbicrer- 
ly fghing and weeping inher bed , becauſe her thoughts and minde, her ſuſpicions and 
feares rold her, that this ynſeaſonable alaram andnoiſe might deſcend and refle& from 
ſome farallnewes which had beryded De Law3er,and if this ſtorme and rempeſt fellnoton 
her, yetalas ſhe extreamely feares and doubrsit would fallon Adrian her husband, whom 
ſhe vehemently thoughe and feared had imbraedand imbathed his hands in the inno- 
cent blood of this honeſt man. As for Thorwas her Oftler, and Graceta her Maide , al- 
though this unaccuſtomed noiſe made them ſuddenly forfake their, beds and apparell 
themſelves to receive their Miſtris commands how they ſhould beare themſelves in this 
hurly burly, yet becauſe they were whire with innocency, yea, fo innocent as they knew 
noharc, or thought of danger, they only deemed, that ir was either ſome unlawfall af- 
ſembly of Peaſants, or elfe ſome caſt and disbanded Souldiers from Flanders, who 
came to rob their Maſters houſe or Poultry in his abſence, wherefore meere feare here- 
of, krepe them from eicher opening the doores, or looking outat windowes. By this 
time the Gentlemen hunters bring the criminall Judges on the place to view thisdead 
body, and with them come a great number of the Neighbours and Inhabitanrs of Saves 
to do thelike, and amongſt the reſt, the Phyſitian Ls Motte (of whom this Hiſtory hath 
already made mention, and he of all the reſt knowesthe dead body, and therefore wit! 

much paſſion and ſorrow criesout : that it was a Goldſmith of Dijox named Monſrour De 
Laxrier, who lay long ſick in Adrians houſe , and that he had formerly given him Phyfſick 
there, and ſo he ſaid andaffirmed rhat he perfeQly knew him tobe the ſame, and verily 
ag cn that ke was broyght to ſome untimely end, and ſoburied there, hutby whom 
he knew nor. WS | MES +? 
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The Judges therefore beleeving the report of this honeit Phy fician Lo Moite . they 
canſe the remainders of the fleſh of this dead body tobe ſearched and vifiied, the which 
they finde withont any wounds. And yertneverthelefle deeming both Adrian, his Wife 
Iſabella, and their Servants, to be the murtherersof his honeſt man, they break open 
the doores, and miſſing 4drias they ſeize on his Wife TſabeFa, as aiſoon her Oftler 
Thonias, and his Maide Gracets, and thenbring them ro the ſight of this dead body with 
whoſe murther they flatly charge chem, and enquire what is become of 4driaa himſelfe. 
At this nnexpeRted forrowfull newes and objec, 7ſabel/a 1s all in teares, yea ſhe is fo 
extreamely perpl-xed and afflicted, as wanting allorther affiſtance and comfort ſhee im- 
plores thar of God. She tels rhem that her husband Adrieslay not at home with her the 
laſt nighr, and freely and plainly affirmes ro them; chat chat dead body was Mo»ſreur De 
Law#zr a Goldſmith of Dijon, who lay long ſick in her houſe as he came from Franckford 
Mart, bur how he came to his endorby whom, ſhe rakes heaven and earchro wirneffe 
ſhee knowes not, and with this her depoſition do her Oltler and M:ide concurre ar.d 
dgree in all proofes and circumſtances. The Jugeslikew-ſe canfing a curions ſearch 
to bee made in Sahwes for Adrian, ir was found out that that nighr he'lay in Father 

yfti#jaws houſe the Prieſt, and ewo whores in their company drinking and revelling all 
night, and upon the very firſt report they heard of De Lauriers unburiall by a Wolfe, 
they both (galled with guilty conſfciences) berake themſclves co rheir heelcs, and lefr 
both cheir ewoSrrumpets to their repentance. Their flight proclaimes their gui ti;;effe 
of this murther to all the world, eſpecially ro the Jzdges. Who upon knowledge 
thereof to finde our the truth of this deplorable ditatter, they adjudge 1/bells, T hotwar, 
ind Gracetaco the Rack * as for Thogwr and Graceta, their innocency makes them brook 
th&irtorments with xdmirable partence and conftancy, for they can never be drawne to 
reveale thar of which they are ignorant, nor to accuſe them'eives of that whereof they 
are not guilty. Bur for 1ſabella.che inceflant prayers and importunate re ; cs and fo: ict- 
rarionsof many of her honeſt nejghbours. doth ingrave ſach deep impreflions of her yer. 
raes arid piety , and of her ſweer inclination and diſpoſition in the hearts of the Judges, 
as they chang rcheir reſolarions againſt her and fo difpence with herfor that rorture: when 
ſ-nding every way abroad to patſtie 4drias and Father Tyſtieian, they conrentthem- 
ſcfvesr0 keep the Miſtris,the Man, and the Miide cloſe priſoners. They are ſoadviſed in 
their jadgementrs,and ſo judictousin their adviſe, asrhey ſpeedily ſend away poaſt ti Dj- 


jon to acquaint Du Pont the Sonne , with this difaſterons accident which had berided his 


Father De Lavrier here in Sahnes, who ar the firſt alaram of chis ſad unexpeRed newes, 
Teemes now to drowne himtelfe in his teares chereat, and fo thereupon racher co flye 
than poaſtaway from Dijow to Sljner where he confers with the criminall Judges of thac 
Towne,who reporc ro him the flighr of Father 1vfti:ian and Adrien.as alſoot their impri- 
ſoning of his Wife 1ſabells, of ht r Maide Grarets, and her Oſter Thomas, in whoſe houſe 
his Farher lay fick. So Ds Post viſies the dead tinking mangled body, and findes it to be 


"That of his Father, whereat natareand ducy preſcribe him ſo powerfull a law, zs at the 
fizhrrthereof , he burſts forchiinto many bitrer teares and lamentable cryes and paſſions, 


When giving him a decent and ſolemn bariall in the next Church, he informs che Judg- 
es, thar'to his knowledge, his Father had good ſtore of gold and jewels about him. fo he 
entrears them, thar Adriaz and Father 1»/#ians houſes may be curiouſly ſeftched for the 


fame, which is performed, bat finding no part thereof, and both of them fled, he is corfi- 


den in his heart, rhattheir flight proclaimes them guilty ofhis Fathers murther.and con- 


| Cqnny chat 7/#bells, her Oftler, and Maide, infallibly were acceffaries thereunto. 
/h 


exeupon he repairs agiine to the Judges, and with many importunities prayes them 


that all chree of them may be par cothe Rack for the me, ther<by ro bolt and fir:de one 


the trarh of this lamenrable accident, the Judges approve of Ds Posts living affe Aion ind 


'Zeale ro his dead Father, bur (3 impartial] Oracles and Officers of J:iNtice) they tell 


him that they haye already cauſed Thomas and Gracets to be racked, and that they 
both 


OO — — UT 


Hiſt, XXVII. eAdrianand Iabella. 482 


both have ſtrongly juſtifed rheir innocency of his Fathers murther , by ſuffering their 
cormenes with incredible fortitude and patience. And as for their Miſtris Iakela, they 
cell him they arc fully reſolved andaffured, rhat ſhe was abſolutely innocenc, as wellfor 
that (hee was many daves abſent with her Farter in the connrey , when by all like- 
lyhood and circumſtance, his Father was murthered, as alſo becauſe the general 
yotes and voices of all her neighbours reported her to be a very vertugus and reli- 
gious woman, and that therefore in their hearts and conſciences, they maſt needs 
exempt and free her from thoſe rorments. Buc chey told him farcher, chat in ho- 
nour to juſtice, and to ſee what God and time mighr produc2, they would de- 
caine them all three jn Priſon for the fpace of three or foare monerhs, in which 
meane time concurring with him in opinion that Father I»ſi27av and Adrids undcubt- 
edly were the murtherers of his Father De Laurier, they therefare pzrſwade 
bim with all poſſtble ſpeed and diligence co parſne rhem up andi downe the 
Countrey, until} hee had deteted, apprehended, and broughe chem to juſtice ; 
the which D# Poat doth , bar with ſuch extraordinary zecale and haſt, chathee forgar a 
f gular circumſtance, of no meane importance, the omiſſion whereot mighe yery 
well have made his reſearch of cth-m vaine. For hee forgar at Sgljzes to rake with 
him their Pifta-es and Effigies whereby to finde them our in the Councrey , with 
farre the more eaſe and facility, whereof hee afterwards much repented him- 
telte. | 

Asfor oor two execrable wretches, father Tuſiiaias nd Adriap,their guilty thonghts 
and conſciences ({ltke ſo many Ghoſts and bloodhoands) ſo inceflantly purſued chem and 
ſtopificd cheir j1dgements, that reſolving coflyeand ſaye themſelves,fromthe freeCouns 
ty, into Switzerland, they huſh chemſelves up the day for ſhelter in fore chick grave 
or Wood, and travelling all night from Sahyzes, they notwithitanding, the next 
morning (to their unſpeakable feare and vexation) ſaw themſclves againe within a 
Jlictle league thereof, and in ti11s manner chey for. ſome eight nights following, ;travel- 
led a foot through unknowne wayes and Woods, and yer here let the Readerbe- 
hold ard obſerve the wonderfull juſtice of God towards them; for at the end thereof, 
they are notas yerfully gone ſeven leagues off from Sehzer, and rhey could nar aſcend 
the le-ſt hill or hillack, bur they looking back behinde chem, .the Tawers, and Turrets 
of Sahmee were ſtillapparenr and confpicuousco them, as it rhey purſued and followed 
them, che which indeed ftrack extreame tearc to thzir. guilty hearcs, and iofignite rerrour 


--and amazement to their foule and trembling conſfciences. Bue this circumſtance of 


-Gads wrath and revenge towards them , is:forthwith ſeconded and followed by a- 
nother, wherein his divine providence and juſtice mirgculoutfly appeares and ſhines 
forth (with infinice luſtre and glory) to all choſe who ſhall reade, or .heare this 
hiſtory. For -the renth evening after their flighefrom Saver, they being extream- 
Iv wesried and-rired with-their foor rravels (for horſes they dared not buy any) and 
within a mile off entering into.a great Wood, chey in a faire plaine, ſeeing nobody 
preſent, they arlaſt eſpyedan erring horſe, without Rider, Saddle, or Bridle. : which 
reſolving ro ſeize on thereby to recreate their wearied limbes and bodies, they approach 
and ſurprize him. And chen 4drias knowing him well co be De Lazriers horſe, which (we 
| have heard chey had formerly rarned off in Sahnes the ſame nighe wherein they murche< 
red his Maſter, they extreamely joyfull of this uanlooked for good fortune, make a hal- 
ter'of their girdles and garters, and fo caſting their cloakes under them , they 
both ride away on lim, and night drawing on, they hope to recover the 
Towne of Po#tarlin before break of day; But God is here ſtrongly bear againſt 
them. io rhar this horſe which they rook for the cauſe of their'joy , will very 
ſhorely nrov= the martrer of their miſery, and that which they . thought would be 
che marcer of their (afery will fall out re produce their inevitable danger and con- 
tafion,. For God (in his revenging juſtice) carrying their horſe, and hee __ 

| | raying 
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ſame. : 
But here their horſe (orceharged with this foule and monſtrous burthen) be. 


gins to faile them; ſo rhe more hee leſſenerh his pace, the more. ir increaſeth their 
apprehenſion and feare : And here they conſult what to doe, whether ro retire 
with their Horſe into the next Wood till night, or elſe to advance towards Pox- 
tarlis. Bur their Bread and Meate failing them, and they ſeeing the coaſt cleere , 
they therefore reſolve to ride thither, and farre the ſooner doe they afſi:me and im- 
brace this reſolution ; becauſe as yetthey knew it was timely in the morning, and con- 
ſequently few or no people ſtirring. Now to diſpatch their journey the ſooner, Adries 
is content towalke on foot, and Father 7»ſ##33azto ride, and both of them are equal- 
ly reſolved to put cheerefull faces on their perplexed and trembling hearts. And here 
as I will not fay it was their bad, but their juſt forcune, which conducted chem 
within lefſe than one League of Po#tarlis, without being eſpyed or ſcene ofany: So ir 
was likewiſe the providence and Iuſtice of God, at that very houre and place firſt ro 
bring Dw Po#tin ſight of them, who in two dayes was parted from $«/nes, and in all 
that time had left no Hamlet, Village, or Towne, unſoughe ro finde out and apprehend 
theſe murtherers of his Father ; Now as he drawes neere them, his eyes tell them, 
that the horſe whereon one of theſe two men ride, was ofthe very ſame haire and ſhape 
as was that of his Fathers, which ſtruck ſome ſuſpicion and apprehenſion in his heart, 
that ſure theſe were Father 1yſiviazand 4drias, and farre themore becauſe by his ha- 
bit hee knew that hee who rid was a Prieſt, The better thereforeto be fully aſſured 
hereof, hee reſolves roontride them , thereby the mare narrowly to obſzrve both rhe 
horſe and them, the which hee doth. Hee pafleth by them and viewes them with his 
countenance purpoſely compoſed more of negle& than of obſervation towards them. 
When perfectly knowing the horſe (by his two white feet, and white Starre in his 
forchead) to bee his Fathers, and therefore they by all conſequence and appea- 


rance 'tobee his murcherers, then I ſay nature and grace infuſed a ſecrer relacta- 


tion into his heart and ſoule, whether hee ſhould more grieve or rejoyce toſeethem ; 
Now as heis oth to leavethem behinde him, ſo he bethinks himſelfe of a pretty policy. 
For riding ſome hundred paces before them, he deſcends from his horſe, ties himup to 
the branch of a tree, caſt downe his ſword and riding coate in the high way, un- 
erufſeth his points, and ſteps within the hedge, as if hee purpoſely meant co eaſe 
himſelfe, bur indeed it was to have them paſſe before him, that ſo hee might in- 
compaſſe them as two murthering Walves in a Toylez Art his deſcent from his 
horſe - (as guilty conſciences are ſtill afraid of all things) Father nia» and 4dries 
firſt begin to feare this Stranger, as being ſent to apprehend them, and ſo reſolve 
to truſt to their heeles and the woods for their ſafety, but when they ſee his Sword 
and coat in the way, and himſelfe within the hedge with his hoſe downe, then 
they againe take courage and heart at grace, and fo proceed on in the way towards 
the Towne, bur till they-looke back on him as if the foulencſie of cheir fat con- 
tinually made their feares and dangersthe more eminent. This is carefully and curiouſly 
obſerved of Þz Port, who(now comes after them a ſofe trot) contenting himſelfe roſee 
thera a flight ſhot before him; as well knowing that his horſe was farrenimbler and 


Grifter than theus, and char therefore he oight fetch them up at his pleaſure. By this 
time 


— 
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crime they two arrive at Fontarlin, which they enter ; where (being hungry and feare- 
fall, and their horie weary and hungry) they cake up one of the next Innes, which is at 
che ſigne of the Tygre where thinking themſelves free of him who followed them, they 
recommend their Horſe roche Oftler, andcalling for ſome Mutron, Bread, and Wine, 
rhey there privacely huſh themſelves up in their Chamber. Bur rhe vigilant eye and care 
of Du Pont {ces where chey are entered, ſo he puts up his horſe to anotÞer Inne cloſeby, 
and preſerily with much ſilence andcelcrity, trippes away to the Tygre Inne where they 
are s and knowing them to bee above the ſtaires in their chamber to break faſt , he cals 
for the Hoaſt thereof, cakes him into a cloſe low roomenext che doore ; tels him that 
the Prieſt and the other man which entred his houſe right now , had cruelly murche- 
red his Father in Safzer, and therefore moſt curczorſly and carneſtly pray<s him, co 
ſtep prefently and ferch the Criminall Officers of that Towne to apprehend chem for 
the ſame, ard nl] his and theirreturne, chat nee will give him two of his ſervants to 
ouard the doores thar they efcape not away; The Hoaſt of chis houſe in deteſtation of 
chis foule fact of theirs, and to the honour and repuration of himſclfe and his houſe, 
ſpecds away ro the Officers who preſently arrive with him , ro whom D# Pont forrow= 
fully and pafſtionately relates, thar this Prieſt named 14ſinizn, and this Adrian who was 
an Inn keeper of Safzaes and now above, . hid very lately in his own houſe, murthered 
his Father De Laxrier, who was a Goldſmith of Dzjon, {t:ipt and robbed him of much 
gold an-4jeweis, and thenburied him ia his Orchard, and cherefore (with rearesin his 
eyes) conjures them to do himjuſtice by ſpeedily apprehending them for the ſame, rhe 
whici they es ſoone grant him. So they allafccnd cotheir chamber where they finde 
them deepely ripling in their caps, aſmuch devoid? and infenſible of danger asof 
grace. Here Du Pont (with equall paſſioa and ſorrow) ſtrongly chargeth them both 
wich the murther of his Father De Laurier, as alfofor robbing of hisgold and jewe!s and 
for bucying of him inthe Orchard. But theſe two blond} fattors of Hell, with a world 
of ſtout looks, impious oathes and fearetul} affeverations, vow and ſweere the contrary. 
So the Others take them aſide and examine them ſeverally hereon. Bur they can re- 
ceive nothing from them bur peremptory denials and prophane execrations. The which 
Du Port hearing and underſtanding he (wich much aiteftion ro his Father, and diſcreti- 
on fo himſelfe) co vindicate and know the truth hereof with the more facility and the 
lefſe time, encreats the Officers to ſearch them both narrowly for his Fathers goldand 
jzwels, whi. h by Gocs direction they do, the one after the other, when chey finde quil- 
red up in their doublers and hoſe, ſtore of goid, and ſomerichj=<wels and rings, and 
yer theſe rwo bloody Villaines deny this murther of cheirs with much audacity 
and impudency, ſwearing that they found rhis treaſure in a Czsker in the high way a 
little League bey ond Salyzes. Bur this lye of theirs 1s as falle, as their murther and rob- 
bery of honeſt old De Laurier was too trae , which God (in his mercy and juſtice) will 
briefly bring tolightand puniſhment far ſooner thanthele bloody miſcreants either think 
or feare of. | 
D# Post (all this notwirhſtanding) conſtantly affures theſe Officers, that all this 
gold and jewels, and much and many more were his Fathers, and therefore are now 
his both by right and propriety, as being his onely ſonne and childe , and fodemands 
poſſeſlion thereof. But theſe Officers mildely deny this requeſt of his , tell him they 
maſt take them by an Inventory , and ſo together with the rwo priſoners to ſend them 
to che Judges of 84Hyzer under whoſe jurifdicion they affirmed they were, So for that 
night they commic Father Inſ{inian and Adrias to two ſeverall priſons, where they 
ſhal! inde leaſure though nor enough torepent this foule andlamentable fa& of theirs. 
W+ich was no ſooner done., but D# Pont (having thanked theſe Officers of Pontar- 
lin) ſends away a Poalt to Salz»er to acquaint the Judges thereof, of his apprehending 
of theſe che two Murtherers of his Father, whom hee earneſtty beſought to ha- 
ſten their executions; ſo according to his requeſt at the end of two dayes theſe two 
Priſoners 
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Priſoners are ſent for, and brought from Poater/is ro Se/3nes, and there imp 1foned. 

The very nexe morning the criminal] Judges ſend for them to one of their houſes, 
and firſt ſeverally private, and then publickly by confrontation, examine them on 
this cruell murther and robbery, bur che Devillis ſtill fo ſtrong wich chem, thar wich 
much courage and vehemency, they continue and ſtand firme in their negative refolu- 
tion and deniall ; bur De Lavrier being now fonnd and knowneto have layen ſome ſeven 
weeks ſick in Adriavs houſe, as well by the confeſſion of 7ſabeHa his Wife, of Graceta her 
Maide, and of Thomas their Oftler, as alſoof the Apothecary La Motte, then his body found 
buried in the Orchard , and Adrian and Father 1uf5nzas their ſudden flighe upon the 
fame, and now laſtly, his horſe, gold, and jewels found upon them 1n Poztarlia by the 
Officers of that Towne, and his Sonne Dx Poxt, were evidences as bright and apparanr 
asthe Sunne that (in honour cojuſtice and in glory co God from whom all crue juſtice is 
derived) theſe wiſe and grave Judges of Salizes , do rejet theſe denials of 44rjan and 
Father Inizias, as falſe, prophane, and impious,' and therefore thar very inſtanc 
adjudge rhem both ro the Rack, at the hearing of which ſenrence theyſeeme to be ap- 
palled anddaunted, bur they being adverriſed that 7ſabeZa his Wife was likewiſe impri- 
ſoned for this fat, ſhe for her part, by ſome friendsof hers makes ſure to the Judges, 
that ſhe may be permitted to ſpeak with her hasband, and ſodoth Father 1#/n3as thac 
he likewiſe may ſpeak wich her. Bur the Judges hold both of theſe their requeſtsro bee 
vaine and impertinent, ind therefore flatly contradift and deny them. 

So Adria» is firſt broughtto the Rack , who though hee bee weake of conſtitution 
yet hee is ſtill ſo ſtrong in his villany , as hee will not bee perſwaded or drawne to con- 
fefſe it, but with much courage of body, and animoſity of minde, ſuffers himſelfe rg 
be faſtned thereto, whereof the Judges being advertiſed, they in their diſcrerion hold 
it expedient todelay his corments for a time, and C\ firſt co make triall of Father 1»ſtinj- | 
as, to ſee if theſe his rorments will make him leiſe ſtour, and more flexible in the con- 
feſſion thereof. Wherein (I write it with joy) their judgements nothing deceiye them, 

for at the very firſt wrench of the Rack, God is ſo mercifull ro his ſoule, and fo pro- 
pitious to his new converſion and repentance, that he then and there confeffeth rhis 
tamentable murther , in all irs branchesand circumſtances (as we have formerly under- 
ſtood) affirmesonly himſelfe and 4dr3es to be the Authors and Actors thereof, ſweares 
that _1ſabells, Graceta , and Thomas were every way innocent thereef, and had no hand 
or knowledge therein whatſoever. Whereupon the Judges ſendagaine for Adrian, and 
cauſe him anew to bee brought tothe Rack, bur rſt rhey hold it fic co confroathiaa 
with his bloody companion Father 7»/ti#3as , who boldly affirming, and conſtantly 
confirming all his former depoſition to him in his faceto be fincere and true. Adrian is 
amazed and daunted thereat, as alſoatrhe fight of the Rack which was againe prepa- 
red and brought for him, when the Devillflying from bim, and he caſting his heart 
and ſonle at the ſacred feet of Gods mercy, he there very ſorrowfully confirmed all Fa- 
ther 1uſtiviazs conteſſion to be true, and then falling on kis knees, he (wich many birter 
fghes and reare) ſaid againe and againe alond; that his Wife , his Man, and his Maide 
were as truly innocent, as Father 7ſtinianand himſelfe were alone truly guilty of this 
foule and cruel murther and robbery of De Lavrier. When their Judges, aſmuch re joy- 
cing at the derte&ion and confeſſion of theſe their crimes, as they lamented and deteſted 
their perpetrations thereof, They condemne them both ro be hanged rhe next morning 
and becauſe Father 7»inian had violated his ſacred Order, and 4drias8the humane and 
Chriſtian Lawes of Hoſpitality, their bodies afrer to be burntrco aſhes, 

So as ſoone as Father 1»ſtizjan was degraded of his Sacerdotall Order, 2nd habit, 
and commitredto the ſecnlar powers, he together wich 49rias were for thatnight retar- 
ned to their priſon andrepenrance, where two Prieſts, and one Fryer ofthe order of 
the 1acobjnes prepare their ſoules for Heaven againſt the next morning. It wasa ae to 
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Iſabellas hearc, ro hzare that he was gailcy of chis foule and lamenrtable marcher, bur a far 

reatrer torment and hell co her minde to anderſtand ihac hee muſt ſaffer death for the 
Fo , and thar ſhee ſhould neither ſee nor ſpeak with him any more eicher in rhis life, 
or: this world. Againe, looking from him to her ſelte, as ſh:ecould not hope for his 
life, ſo ſhce choughr ſhe had ſome ſmallcauſe, or ar leaſt ſcruple codoubrand feare her 
own, in regard ie lay atthecorcefie or cruelty of her bhusband and Father 14tinian , for 


that (as wee. have formerly underſtood) they acquainted her with their incenrs and de- 
i:cs comarther De Lavrier, and ſhez revealed it nor. Bar yer (neverthelefſe) in the pu- 


rity of her heart, and the caudide innocency of her ſoule, ſhe commits the ſaccefſe both 
of her life,anddeath to God, and norbeing ab.e to fl:epe away any partof thatnight for 
ſorrow, ſhe as a religious woman,and a moſt ve<rtnous wite) patierh out the whole obſcu- 
ricy thereof, in the brighcneffe of heavenly ejaculations and prayers, which from che 
profundiry of her heart, ſhee proferzth up to Heaven bork for her husband ard her 
{-Ife. | 

Very early the nexe morning, before Father T#ftinigy and Adrian went ro their 
execution ; Ds Port, and (at his requeſt) the Judges repaire to the Priſon rothem ; 
where he aid they enquire of him , ro what valew of gold andjewels chey had taken 
from his dead Father, who reli him, rhat ina letter which his Father had wrirren to 
him co Dfjos, and the which they had ſupprefled and burnr, hee therein menrion=d 
the valew of one thoufand ſ:-ven hundred crownes. And b<ing againe demanded by 
him, whitand where was become of all char great ſur:me 11 gold and jewels, rhey freely 
and ingenuouf]y tell him, that one third part thercot wastaken from them, by him and 
the Officers of jaſtice in Powter/in , and-another third hee ſhould finde hiddenin ſuch 
and ſuch ſecret places of their houſes, and for the other third pare, they bluſhed nor co 
confefſe and averre, thar they had fince paid ſome od debrs and bought ſome new appa- 
rell, and ſpent the reſt thereof upon their whores, and other of their voluprnu ſafe 
and prodigalities. So the Judges and Dy Poxt ſpeed away *o Adrian and Faiher Tuſtinrans 
houſes, where they fande the gold and jewels according to their confeſſions, the which 
cog=ther with the other former part taken from chem at Poztartin (both which amonneed 
to lome 11 or 1200 crowne's) theſe wife and hon«ſt Judges deliver up vnro Du Pont, who 
receives it from them with joy and thankfulnefſ>, but asa good Sonne rejoyceih farre 
mare at the now approachiny deſerved deaths, of theſs two blogdy and cx: crable wret- 
ches, father 7uftiziazand Adrian ihe murcherersof his goodold F irher De Lawrier,ot whon 
ſome twenty and fiveyeers b-for2, he hid che happinefle ro rec-ive his life. 

Some two houres afrer, which was abnntrenne of theclock inthe morning theſe 
our two condemned malefators are brought co the place of execution, where a great 
concourſe of people of $atynes, and the countrey thereabours atrend co (ee them finiſh 
the laſt Scene and Cataſtrophe of their hives. The firſt who aſcends che Ladder is 
Mitido{ who ſpeakes litcle ; Only he rzkes ir co his death, that his deere wife 1ſabells, his 
S-rvant Maide Graeceta, and his Oſtler Thomas, are as abſolutely innocent of this murther 
of De Lavrier , 2s he himſelfe here 2gaine confefferh he is guilty thereof. He prayes God 
to forgive him this foule fact, and beſeecheth ll thar ar- preſent ro pray to God for him, 
an : for his wretched and miſerable ſoule, rhe which he knowerh hath greatneed and 
want of their prayers, whencaſting his handierchicfe over his face, and privately end- 
ing ſome few prayers to himſelfe he is turned over. Inflantly afrer him Father Inſtinies 
mounts the Ladder, who (in his Jookes and countenance) ſeemesto be very repentant 
and p-nicent for th's his foule and hainons fat, the which he prayes God ro abſolve and 
forgive him, hee here againe cleeres 7ſabella, Graceta, and Thomas of chis murther. Hee 
mach {amenteth that he bath ſo highly ſcandalized the facredorder of Pricſthoud in his 
crimeand p-rfon; and therefore beſeecheth all Prieſts and Churchmen either prefenror 
abſent ro forgiveit him ; when repeating ſome 4ve aries, and often miking the figne 
ofthe Crofſe, he was likewiſe turned oyer- £3 
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And thus was the miſerable life and death of this impiousPrieft , and wickedand 
bloody Hoaſt, and in this ſharpe manner did God juſtly reyenge bimſelt and puniſh chem 
with ſhame and confufion for this cruell and lamentable murther. Immediately after 
which execution of theirs, the Judges ſer our yertuous and innocent 7ſebe#a, and her 
maide, and Oftler free from their undeſerved indurance and troubles , wherear all the 
ſpeRators,do as mnch praiſe God forthe liberty of the three laſt as they deteſt the fovle 
crime, and rejoyce at the juſt puniſhments of the two firſt : If we make gooduſe of the 
knowledge of this forrowfull hiſtory, the profit and conſolation thereof will be ours, and 
the glory Gods, which God of his beſt favour and mercy grant us. Amen. 
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AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


HistrorRy XXVIII. 


Hippolito mwerthereth Carcia in the ſtreet by night, for the which he ir henwged. Dominica and 
ber Chamber-meid Deniſa poyſoseth her Hutband Roderigo; Denila afterwards ſtrawgleth 
her owne new-borae Babe, aud throwes it into« Pond, for the which ſhe is hanyed : On the Ladder 
ſhe confeſied that ſhe was acceſſarie, with her Lady Dominica, in the poyſonizg of her Hnsband 
Roderigo; for the which Dominica 3s apprehended, and likewiſe hanged. 


Ow eafily doth malice and reyenge enter into our hearts, and 
how difficulely doe we expell and baniſh ir chence ; and what 
doth this promiſe, or rather threaten unto us, but char. ir is a 
wretched figne and reſtimonie, that che Devill hath more 

wer with us than God, that we more dearely atfe&t Nature 

| than Grace,and Earth than Heaven ? In many finnes there is 
© RIP! OY [ff ſome pretence or ſhadow of pleaſare, but in Murther chere is 
7 £4 Li-j| none, except we deſire that it ſhould bring griefe and repen- 


7 


ED Quoc : 
EDS ITS tance to our hearts, horror and terror co our conſciences, and 
miſerie and confuſion toonr ſoules , which indeed, deſpighe 


of our earthly policie and prophane prevention, it will infallibly both ſhew and bring us. 
Bur (to ſhew our wickednefſe in our weakenefſe) through the ſlye ſubtiltie and rrecherie 
of Satan, we thinke we a& and perpetrare it fo ſecretly, that ir cannot be found our of 
men,nor detected or puniſhed of God, Wherein, whar ſottiſh fooles and fooliſh mad- 
men are we, thus ro deceive and berray our ſelves with falſe hopes and erroneous ſug- 
peſtions? for alchough men may be deladed.and nor ſee it, yet can God be mocked, or 
will he be blinded and deceived herein? O no, his decrees and reſolutions are ſc crer 
and ſacred, and though inviſible co our eyes, yer our defignes and aCtions are tranſparent 
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ro his: For he (in his all-ſceeing providence) reſerves ro himſelfe the mannerand rime, 
how.and where to puniſh it, As reade.we this approaching Hiſtorie,and it will confirme 
as much, in the lives and'deaths of 'fome bloudie and inhamane perſonages, who 
were-borne to honour, and conſequently to have lived more happie, andidied lefle 
1200thiniouſly. EN DEREE: Wa H-< | 

Go ; | " 5 /Mþ COTE ; . 
TY the rich and populons Citic of Gra#edo ( which Ferdiuend and 7ſabes, King and 

Queene of 8pais:, 490-1492, ſo famonſly and fortunately conquered from the Morez) 
chere (within theſe few yeeres) dwelt an ancient Lady, named Dozs Alicia Cervantells, 
who was deſcended of nate parentage y» and by her late Husband, Dos Pedro de Cordings 
(dying a chiefe Commander ja the Welt 1#dzer ) ſhee had two children, a fonne and a 
daughter ; hee named Dez Garcis, and ſhee Dona Dominica ; hee of ſome twentie yeeres 
of age, and ſhee of ſome eighreene ; hee tall of ſtature, but ſomewhat hard-favoured, 
andſhee ſhorr, bur exceeding faire and beaurifail.. Their Mother Cervate/ls being not 
left rich by her deceaſed Husbang, did yer bring up theſe her rwo children very honou- 
rably and vertuouſly, and maintained them exceeding gallant in their apparell, though 
ſhee clad her ſelfe the worſe for ir, for their ſakes. Shee obſerves her ſonne Don Garcis to 
be of a mild diſpoſition, and very wirtie and judicious ;- bur for her daughter Dozziwica, 
ſhee ſees with feare, and feares with griefe, that her wit will come ſhort of her beaurie, 
and herchaſticie of her wit : in which regard and conſideration, ſhee loves him better 
than her, and yet beares ſo;vigilant an eye over her ations, that as yer ſhee keepes her 
within the liſts of modeſtie, and the bounds of obedience, as holding ic farre truer diſ- 
cretion to make her more beloyed than feared of her, or rather that feare and love by 
eurnes might act their ſeveral! parts upon the Theatre of her youthfull heart and refolu- 
tions. There is an old rich Genileman of that Cirie nobly deſcended, tearmed Don Hjp- 
polito Sevino,commonly knowne ard named onely Dos Hippolito, aged of ſome threeſcore 


- and renne yeeres,and much ſubje& ro the Gour, a diſcaſe better knowne than cured, and 


which loves rich men as much as poore men hate it : And this old F7ppelito, in the froſt 
and winter of his age, falis ia love with our faire foung Lady Domizice, and ſo by the 
Lady the Mother ſeckes her daughter in marriage. As for the Mother. ſhee loves Hippo- 
lito's Gold better than her daughter doth his age,and affects his lands as much as ſhe hates 
his perſonage. Burt Dos Gerc#s,at the often requeſts of his ſiſter, being ar laſt vanquiſhed 
»y her imporcunitie, ſoone changeth his Mothers opinion and good eſteeme of Hzppolito, 
and fo they all three give him the repulſe and deniall. Bot his affeftion to this delicate 
freſh yourg beantic makes him more perverſe and obſtinate than his ape, ſo he will cake 
no 2nſwer for an anſwer, nor a refufall for a refuſe from them, but will or nill frequent 
their companie dayly, and their houſe almoſt hourely ; they are all three tyred with his 
ſorriſh incivilirie, and doting 1mportunacie, eſpecially Domziuice, who meaſuring his age 
by her youth,and knowing him to be tarre fitter for his Grave than a Wife, ſhe therefore 
ſcornes him as much as he loves her : bar yet ſay ſhee what ſhee will, or doe her Mother 
and Brother what they can, yet they cannot free their houſe or ſhift their hands of him; 
although they many times make him looke upon bare walls,content himſelfe to converſe 
with the meaneſt of their ſeryants, and ſo to rerurne, without feeing either of Mother, 
Sonne,or Davghter. 

But Dowinice holding her beautie and yeeres now to be worthie of a Husband, ſhee is 
fo inciviil and incontioent, as ſh-e prayes her Mother to procure and provide her one : 
For'(:o uſe herowne words) ſhee ſairh. ſbee is wearie to he 8lone,ond live ſingle, and fully re- 
ſolved mo longer either to trifle eway her time , or to caſt away her youth and beantie. Her Lady 
Morher (in moſt vercuous cearmes) checks her impudencie, blames her impudicitie, and 
conclades,rhat if ſhee forſake thoſe 1immodeſt humoars and inclinations,and foſerve and 
feare God religiouſly,then there'is no doubt bur in good time he (of his propitious favour 
and goodnefſe towards her ) will provide her one 5 when turning from her Daughter, 

the 
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the very teares of forrow fail avundantly trem herold eyes, to ſee her thas jmmaodeſt, 
thus irregnlar ad wanton, as doubring and fearing thar in the end it will prove omiaous 
and fatail ro her. | 

Bac her iaſcivious Daughter Dowizzcs 13 not contented with this generall anſwer of 
her Mother; forſhe is yet ſo vainly imprader:t,and ſo vitiouſly impudent,as ſhee impor- 
cunately prayes her Brother Dos Garcia effectnally and ſpeedily to folicice her Mother ro 
provide her aHasband; wherear he rather langhes,than gives eare. But when againe he 
raminates and-conſiders with himſelfe this her fooliſh levitie and wantonnefle, fearing 
che warſt, and to th* end ſhee mighr nor hereafter prove a diſgrace to herſelfe.a (candall 
totheir hoaſe, and 1 diſhonour co their bloud, he (caking cime at advantage) breakes and 
treats with his Macher hereon: who concurring in opinion with him ,returnes him rather 
her conſent rhun her denyall;'the which he reports co his immodeſt Siſter Domizice, who 
is therear as joyfull as before thee was dilcontenced. | 

Not long afcer ic fell out, that Dominire with her Mother going on a great Holy-day in 
the morning to the Church of the BeaedzZise Monkes, and being behind heron her knees 
ro her Beades and Oraiſons, her devotion was fo cold and her zeale ſo frozen towards 
God, as ſ-eing avery proper young Gentleman (richly apparelled) likewiſe there on his 
kazes to his prayers nor farre from her ; thee as a poore (I may fay asa prophanse) Chri- 
ſtian, beckons her Mothers min to come to her,and whiſpers him in the eare,that he dif- 
creetly go? and enquire what t4t young Cavalier is, whom lhee deſcribes to tim by his 
apoarell,and cf<cially by a rich Diamand Ring which he weare: oa his finger: Her Ma- 
thers -nan demanding of the C-ntlemaas ſervants, recarnes ſpeedily to his young Lady, 
an-1teils her in her eare, that'it is Do» Rnderigo, lonne and heire to Dov Emanuel de Cortes, 
whereac her laſtfoll affeftion makes her heart l-ape and dance within her for joy ; for fo 
incivilly unchaſt is ſh-e in her defires and withes, that at his very firſt ſfighe ſhee d- fires 
him for her Husband, before any other man of che world, yea, before any other earchly. 
felicitie. Wiherenpon ſhee vowes, that her Mother ſhall have mo trace, nor her Brother 
any peace of her, before they powerfully make this motion of marriage for her to Dor 
Rod:rigsz who being ofren ſolicited and provoked by herimportunate requeſts, rh-:y 
conſulr hereon,and both of chem approve and defire it,as holding ita match <qually ho- 
nourable to them both. The S5nne will have his Mother firſt to breake the ice of his 
motion ro Doz Rogerigo, but:the Morher will have her Sonne firſt to performe that office 
to him.,end fo ta takea faire occaſion to invite him home to herhouſe co ſpe:k with her, 
the which Dos Garcia performes, and deales hercin ſo effefually with Doe Roderigo, thar 
home he comes with him. The Lady Cervazte/la(after many complemencs and ſp*<ches) 
preſents this motion tohim. He ſees the young Lady Dominica,her Daughter,and finding 
her to be exceeding faire and wittie, he likes and loves her, and fo cakes time to adviſe 
hereoa with his Father,forthe L-dy his Mother was formeriy gone to Heaven. Roderigo 
breakes chis motion to Dn Ewanxel, his Father, who not pleafed therewith, (eekes to di- 
vert his ſonne from it,in regard he knowes that her Mother Dona Cervaztells is very poore 
and of a weake eſtate,as being much incumbred with the great debcs of her deceaſed Hns- 
band. Roderigo alledgerh ro his Father, his crae affection to the true beantie and vertues 
of Dominica,and thar her deſcent and blond is no way inferiour to his. Bur his Father be- 
ing of an exceeding covetous diſpoſition, will have wealth eo over-ſway beautie, and not 
beantie wealch.and ( is reſolute to heare no more of this motion ; wherear his ſonne Rg- 
derigo bites the [1p.and is mach diſcontenred. Yet neverthelcfle, he hath caſt his affe&tion 
ſo deepely and firmelyon the freſh and delicate beautte of Domirica,that ho!ding it ro be 
the Gold of Narnre, and ſhee the Qaeene and Phoenix of Beaurie, he cannor, he will not © 
refraine but very often ſrequents Dong Cervaztella's houſe,and her Daughters companie : 
To whom (norwirhſtanding his Fathers diſtaſt of her) he yer gives farre more hope chan 
deſpaire.chat he will be her Hushand, which raviſheth her with delight, her Mother Dona 


Cer vsptella and her Brother Doy Garcia with content. | 
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Bur the order of our Hiſtorie invites us for a while to leave Doz Roderigo, to feaſt his 
eyes and ſurfet his thoughts and contemplations on the Rofes and Lillies of his Miftris 
beaurie, and ag:ine to returne to ſpezke of our old Dotard Hzppolizto ; who now (led by 
bis laſt and voluptuous deſires, as they are by the inſtjgation of the Devill) comes to per- 
forme and act a bloudie and deplorable part on the ſtage of rhis Hiſtorie.. Hee ſzes with 
oriefe,and grieves to ſee that hee 1s refuſed of the Lady Dominic, whom hee loves farre 
dearer and tenderer than his life ; and underſtanding that Doz Roderigo de Cortez doth 
ſtill frequent her companie, hath gained Her affeftion, and ſhall ſhortly marrie her. hee 
thereupon turnes- his reaſon into rage, converts his jadgement into revenge, and ſo 
refolves to murther him by night, as ſoone as hee findes him to ifſue forth of the Lady 
Cervantel/a's houſe ; the Devill making him ſtrong in the vanitie of this beliefe and con- 
fidence, that hee being once dead, nndoubredly the faire Dowinica will fall for his ſhare 
and Wiſe. So hee is reſolute in this his bloudie and damnable deſigne, and confſulcs 
with himſelfe,whether hee ſhould doe it by himſelfe,or by ſome ſecond inſtrument, bur 
finding it dangerous to effe&t it by another, becauſe hee muſt then commir his life ro his 
courteſie,and feeing that his Gout had riow forſaken him, hee therefore refolves to doe 
ie by himſclfe. But firſt hee thinkes it not improper, rather pertinent for him, to write 
Roderigo.a Letter; the which hee doth in theſe tearmes, and fends it him by one of his 


owne confident ſeryanrs. 


Hireorttro to Revpertco: 


Ert thou informed but of the hundreth part of my deare affeition to the faire young Lady 
| Dominica, ezd reciprocatty of hers to me, thow wonldft ( if 20t out of bonour. yet out of 
Judgement) ſurceaſe thy ſuit to her, and wot make thy obſtinacie ridiculows, by thinking to obtaine 
her to thy Wife * and although ſhee feede thee with the ſugar of many ſweet proteſtatious and pro- 
Miſes to the contrarie, yet if 1 have any ezer is my head, or thou judgement in thine, to diſcerne the 
truth hereof, thou haſt farre more reaſon to rehe apes the irtegritie of my age, than the vanitie and 
feconſtancie of her youth : And wert thou not a Gentleman whom 1 love for thine owne,aud honor 
for thy Fathers ſake, 1 had 201 ſo lowg permitted thee to frequent her companie, wor ſo often to con- 
verſe with her, to the prejudice of my content and thy diſcretion : And if this friendly Ambaſſedour 
of my heart, my Leiter, will not yet induce thee to leave her to me, whom Heaven and Earth, God 
end her Mother have given me ; I will then, ether by thy Father, or by the uſuall courſe of Iaſtice, 
take that order with thee therein, as ſhall redound as much to my hononr and fame, as to thy infamie 


«nd diſreputation. 
Hivpeorttrto. 


Roderigo having received and read this Letter of Hippo/zto, hee cannor refraine from 
ſmiling and laughing, to ſee his ſortiſh errour and ridiculous ignorance herein ; for hee 
perfeGtly knowes , that both Dominica and the Lady Cervaniella her Mother are long 
fince reſolved to heare no more either of him or of his ſair, and therefore hee holds ir 
more worthie of his laughter than of his obſervation, likewiſe to ſee, that this old 
Dotard, when Nature is readie to wed him to his Grave, that his luſt ſhould yer be 
fo forward, to deſire to marry ſo young and beaurifull a Lady as Dozwizica : The which 
conſidering, once hee thought to returne him no other anſwer bar filence ; but at 
laſt, refpe&ing his age and qualitie more than his indiſcretion or power, after hee had 
ſhewne his Letrer to Cervantella, ro Domizics, and her Brother Dox: Garcia, who all 
concurre in opinion with him, to make it the publike obje&t, as both ic and him- 
ſcif- were the private cauſe of rheir generall laughter , hee calls for Pen and Paper, 
and (rather wich contempt than choler) by Hippotito's owne fſeryant retuines him 
this aatwer. 
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I, 
RODER1GO to HIPPOLITO.: . HERE, JH, 
Pave as ſmall reaſon to doubt of thy | roo to the young LadyDeminica , as to beleevethat 
hers is reciprocally ſo to thee, and rherefore T ſee nojuſt canje '1n' honour” ox ſolid eround in 
Tudgement toſurceaſe my ſute towards her, mmchleſſe ta deems my obſtimacy riditulotis its hoping 
to obtaine her to my Wife And althonghit be in thy pleaſure , yeh it: not in thy power to ual 
mee aoubtfull of her faire words, or to callin queſt1on, or ſuſpitiowher fect promiſes and protes 
ſtations to mee, ſeth that were to prophane the purity of my zeale to bers and of ber true and ſits 
cere affection to mee, the which yet 19 doe thee a curteſie, [will rathey\ excuſe thaw condemne 14 
thee, becauſe T am confident it exceeds thy knowledge, though not thy feape ; 'uuntl-in this behalfs 
and aſſurance, thine eyes cannot ſo meh prevaile mith my Tudgement, but vhat twill moxe vely 
upon the integrity of her youth.than the vanity of thy Age. As for thy love to meg or honour to ney: 
Father, when Ifinde it ſo, I will acknowledge it to be ar true, as now'I conceive it feigned : but 
for thy threats 10 mee in thinking thereby 10 make mee forſake the converſation and company of 
that faire and vertuous young Lady,T doe rather pitty than eſteent than ,' 'aref every way more 
conterme than care for them, Aſſuring thee that T cannot poſſibly refraine from laughter;toſes 
thee ſo devoid of common ſence, as to thinke tobe able, either to ſcarre mee with the power ofthe 
Law, or.to dannt me with the prerogative and authority of my father in' making ance to ſorſake 
her whom in life and death,T neither can nor will forſake,reſolve therefore henceforth to prevent 
thy infamy and diſreputation, for 1will bee left to my ſelfe to eſtabliſh mine.owne content ane 


honour, as T pleaje. 
| RODERIGO. 


Hippolito apon the receit and conſideration of this peremptory letter of Don Rodk- 
rigo, 1s 10 inflamed and incenſed againſt him to ſee that (perforce) he-willmake him 


- weare a 71Y://ow Garland, as (without any more delayes or expoſtulations)underſtand- 
ing him to bee that very ſame night which hee received his Letter,with his Lady Dami- 


zicaather mothers houſe, the Devill cauſeth him to gather all his malice ,- witsand 
ſtrength together about him that night to murther him ashe iſfſueth forth togoe home, 
which bloody ſtratagem of his toeffect and finiſh, he chargeth a piſtoll with three'bul- 
lets and hee waites his comming thence : but Doz Garcia accidentally iſſuing forth all 
alone privately to goe vilit a triend of his not farre off, this wretched old villaine Hip- 


polito taking him to bee Roderigolets flye at him, and all three bullets pierce his body, 


{o hee falles downe dead to the ground. The blow is heard, and the breathleſle body 
of Don: Garcia 1s found recking in his blood, whoſe mother , ſiſter, and Dox Roderigo 
are amazedand aſtoniſhed at this deplorable diſaſter, and ready todrowne themſelves 
in their teares for ſorrow thereof. So Roderige leaving ſome Neighbonrs to comfort 
them, hee takes order to finde out the murtherers,and goes himſelfe ſpeedily through- 
out the ſtreet to that efteCt; When the good pleaſure and providence of God direfs his 
courſe to inde out this old execrable wretch Hippolito going lirping and limping inthe 
ſtreet, having throwne away his Piſtoll, and only holding his darke lanthornein his ]. 
hand, which then (the better to colour out this damnable fat of his) hee opened to 


- light him. Roderigo mealuring things paſt by the preſent, and finding Hippolits there 


in the ſtreets all alone,at this undue and unſeaſonable houreof the night; God prompts 
his heart with this fuſpition, that hee in likely-hood was the murtherer of Doz Garcia, 
and ſolayes hold of him, and cauſeth him to be committed to the priſon , notwith- 
ſtanding alÞthe entreaties, meanes and friends, which hee could then poſſible make 


tothe contrary. The next dayall Granadorings and reſounds of this murther , and of 


the ſuſpition andimpriſonment of Dox Hippolito for the ſame, when the Lady \Cervan- 
tella goes tothe Criminall Iudges of the City and accuſeth him for the/ſame; and” with 
priefe ſorrow, and paſſion, followes it clalh againſt himz'and although Hippolito ft his 
beſt examination denies 1t,yet being by his cleere Iudge adjudged to the racke 
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for the ſame, hee at the very firſt ſight thereof confeſleth it, for the which bloody and 
lamentable crime of his, hee is ſentenced the next day to be hanged although he prof- 
fered all hiseſtate and meanes to fave his life 3 Butthe zeale and integrity of his judges 
was ſuch to the ſacred name cf Tuſtice, asthey.diſdained to be corrupted herewith. 

-.; So the next Morning this old blaody wretch Hzppolito 18 brought to the common 
ys ofexccution ,. where a very great .concourſe of people repaire from all parts of 
the City to ſee jm take his laſt farewell of the world , moſt of then pittying his age, 
butall cendemning the enermity.of this his foule and bloody crime.He was dealt with 
by ſome Prieſts and Fryersin priſon, whoſe Charity and Piety, endeavoured to fortifie 
his heartagainſtthe feare&f death , 'and. to prepare his ſoule for the life and joyes of 
that tocome. But the Dev1ll was yet ſo ſtrong with him, that hee could not be drawne 
to.contrition..nor'would not bee either perſwaded or enforced to repentance, or to 
aske God, or the world forgiveneſle of this his bloodyfact, but as he lived prophanely, 
ſo hee would dye wretchedly and deſperatly , for on the Ladder hee made a fooliſh 
ſpeech, thewhich becauſeit ſavoured more of beaſtly concupitcence and luſt, than 
of:Piety or Religion, I willtherefore burie it in oblivion , and filence, and ſq hee was 
turoed overs oo : 

_Comewenow to ſpeake of Dor: Emanuel! de Cortez, the Father , whounderſtanding 
of his Sonne Roderigo his continuall frequenting of Dora Cervantel/a's houſe , and her 
daughter Dominica's company, and now hearing ofthis murther of her Sonne to her 
doore, hjs owne.Sonne being then therein preſent; he 1s much diſcontented therewith; 
and becauſe he will ſequeſter him fromher ſight and provide him another Wife, hee 
ſends him to 4fzalos,a manor houſe of his, ſome tenne leagues oft in the Countrey, with 
a ſtrong injunction and charge.,there to refidetill his farther order to returne - Koderice 
is wonderfull ſorrowfull thus to leave the ſight of his faire and deere Miſtris Doxeirica, 
and(to the view-of the world) no lefle is ſhee, ſo hee tranſporteth only his body to 
Aſnallos, bur his heart hee leaves with her in Grazado. But a muneth is ſcarce expired 
after his departu re, but the Lady CervanteV/a(by the death of her Son Dox Garcia, wan- 
ting a man to condut and governe heraffaires, eſpecially her law ſutes, wherewith 
(as wee have formerely heard)ſhe is much incumbred, ſhee thereupon ( as alſo at the 
inſtant requeſt of her Daughter) writes Koderigo this letrer for hisreturne. 


CERVANTELLA to RODERIGO. 


. \ S thou tendereſt the proſperity of my affaires , and the content and joy of my Daughter, 1 
requeſt thee ſpeedily to leave Aſnallos , and to returne to reſide here in Granado, for 1 


wanting my Soune Garcia, who was the joy of my life, and ſhee her Roderigo who art the life 

of her joy, thou mnſt not ſinde it ſtrange, if my age , and her youth, and if my Law ſutes and ber 
love affeFtions and deſires aſſume this reſolntion: Thy Father is a Noble man of Reaſon , andhis 
Sonneſhall finde this to bee arequeſt both honourable and reaſonable , except thou wilt ſo farre 
publiſh thy weakeneſſe to the world, that thox doeſt more feare thy Father than love ary Dangh- 
ter, for if thou ſhouldeſt once permit thy obedience to him ſo farre to give a Law to thy affeFion 

t9 her, theu wilt then make thy ſelfe as unworthy to bee her Hurband, as T deſire it with zeale, 
and ſhee with palſien. Shee is reſolved to ſecond this my letter with one of her owne to thee, to * 
which I referre thee; God bleſſe thy tay, and haſten thy retarne. 


CERVANTELLA. 


Dowinicareſolving to make good her promiſe to her mother, and that of her mo- 
therto Koderigo,the withdrawes her ſelfe toher chamber to write,and knowing her 
mothers meſſenger ready to depart,chargeth him with the delivery of her letter to her 
lover Raderigo, and tocaſt the better luſtre and varniſh over her affeQtion, ſhe takesa 
Diamond Ring from her finger, and likewiſe ſends it him for a token of her love. 


DoMINICA 
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DomMLNiCA to RODERIGO, 


S the death of my Brother Don Garcia made me extreame ſorrowſnll , ſo this of thy abs 

A ſerce made mee infinitely miſerable. for as that nipt my joyes and hopes in their bloſſomes, 
0 this kills them in their riper age and maturitie. When Ifirſt received thy love , and gave and 
returned hee mine in exchange, Thad woll thought thou hadſt affeFed me too dearly ſo ſoome to 
leave my ſreht. and to baniſh thy ſelfe from ny company, but now Tſee with griefe, and feele with 
orrow that thou loveſt thy Father farre better than mee , and delighteſt to preferre his content 


before mine, fur elſe thou hadſt not made me thus wretched by thy abſence , who am as (it were) 


but entering into the haypineſſe of thy preſence. If thou canſt finde in thy heart to obey his com- 
mands, before thou grant my requeſts, then come not to Granado,but ſtay ſtillin Ainallos,but 
if the contrary, thez leave Aſnallos, and come to me* in Granado , where I will chide thee for 
thy long ſtay, andyet give thee aworld of thankes and kiſſes for thy ſs ſoone returne, and as my 
heart and joule doth deſire it , ſo the proſperity of my Mothers affaires doth likewiſe want, and 
therefore crave it. Tudge of the fervency of my affeFion to thee, by thine to my ſtlfe 5 and then 
thou wilt ſpeedily reſolve to ſee thy Dominica, who deſrres nothing ſo much under Heaven as to 
have the happineſſe of thy ſight, andthe felicity aud Hononr of thy Company. 


DOMINICA: 


Roderjgo receives theſe their two Lettersreputes that of the mother to much reſpe&, 
and this of her Daughter to infinite afteCtion, ſoas the very knowledge and conlidera- 
tion thereof makes him rejoycein the firſt, and triumph in the ſecond, and therefore 
knowing himſelfe tobe a man, and paſt a child, and that as heis bound by nature and 
reaſon to obey his father, ſo heis nottyed to bee commanded by him beyond it, 
wherefore he reſolvesto give content tothe mother for the daughters ſake, and to the 
daughter for his owne ſake, and fo by their owne meſſenger returnes them theſe an- 


{wers; That to the Lady Cervantela ſpake thus. 


RODERIGO to CERVANTELLAs 


T So much tender the proſperity of thy affires ad thy'daughters content and joy,that ney reſolu- 

tions ſhall ſo diſpoſe of my ſelfe towards my Father 3 as verie ſhortly I willſee thee with reſpe# 
and obſervance, and viſtt her with affe®ion and zeales for this deſire of hers and requeſt of thine, 
is ſo honourable, ſo reaſonable, as my Father ſhould be guilty of unkindeneſſe, to deny the one,and 
ny ſelfe of ingratitude not to grant the other Or if he will yet continue to croſſe our affe®iags, 
Twill then make it apparant to the worldthat Twill not feare him the thouſand part ſo much as I 
will love her, and that Twill ambitiouſly ſtrive and reſokve to make my affeFton to her,to equal- 
lize thy Scale and her paſſion to me,and that I cannot;receive a greater felicity and honour,than 
to ſee her myWife,and my ſelfe her Hu:band, 1have given an anſwere to her Letter , and very 
ſhorily Twill give her my ſelſe every way anſwerable to her merits, to thy expeFation and my 


promnſe 8 
R ODERIGO, 


% is Letter to Daminica was charged and fraughted with theſe lines. 
RoDERIGoto DOMINICA. 


T 0 deface thy ſorrowes for thy Brothers death and thy wiſeries for my abſence, andlikewiſe to 
preſerve thy joyes in their bloſſomes,and thy hopes in their riper age and maturity, Tam fully 
reſolved very ſhortly to grant thy requeſt in leaving Aſnallos,to live &% die with thee in Grana- 
do, ard thou doeſt offer a palpable wrong to the truth, and an immerited hs dg to the 


purity and candonr of my affeFion,to thinke that I any way preferre my obedience to wy Father 
before 


XUM 
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before my affeTion to thee, or conſequently his content to thine. Thereof prepare thy ſelfe to kiſſe, 
210t to chid: mee, for elſe I will reſolve to chide and not to ki ſe thee at my returne. My beſt en- 
devours ſhall waite on the proſperity of thy Mothers affaires, and my beſt love andſerviceſhal! 
eternally attend on her Daughters pleaſure and commands.,and judge thou if my zeale to thee,oloe 
not exceed thine to my ſelfe, fith Earth is not ſo deere to mee, as the Honour of thy ſight, ner 
Heaver as the felicity of thy company. | 


R ODERIGO. 


Hee hath no fooner diſpatched theſe two Letters to his Miſtris and her Mother, bur 
the very next day after hee enters inta a reſolution. with himſelfe 5 that hee ſhall nor 
doe well ſo ſoone todiſoblige and diſabey his father , by ſo ſpeedily precipitating his 
returne from Aſzal/os to Granado, as urging this reaſon to his conſideration, and propo- 
ſing this conſideration to his judgement, that Dominica's aftection and beauty can dif- 
ficultly make him-rich, but that his Fathers diſccntent and diſpleaſure towards him 
may eaſily make him poore: Whereupon reſolving tocheriſh his conſtancy to her,and 
yetto retaine his obedience to him, hee holds it no {inne if a little longer hee diſpence 
with his conteat,and promiſe to temporize for his diſcretion and profit, as groundin 
his hope upon this confidence, and his confidence upon this preſuming infallibility, 
that his Lady and Miſtris Dominicais as chaſt as faire, and will prove as conſtant to him | 
asſhe is beautifull in her ſelfe. But ſhe is a woman,and therefore ſhe may deceive his 
hopes.and he 1s a man.,and therefore it is poſſible that her beauty may betray his judge- 
ment, the which prediction and propheſie (to his griefe and ſorrow, and to her ſhame 
and miſery) wee ſhall ſhortly ſee made true and verified, the manner thus. | 

Dominica (as wee have formerly underſ{tood)being of a wanton diſpoſition and car- 
riage, and very unchaſtly and laſciviouſly enclined, ſhee finding Roderigoes (tay in 
Aſaalles to exceed his promiſe and her expectation, ſhee cannot live chaſt , ſhee will 
not remaine conſtant in his abſence, but hath a friend or two, I meane two proper 
young Gentlemen of Granado,to whom ſhee many times privately 1mparteth her amo- 
rous favours and atftection, the which ſhee acteth not ſoclofely, but the Lady her Mo- 
ther{being a Lincy-eyed, and curious obſerver of heractions) hath notice thereof,and 
thinking'to reclame her from this foule finne of fornication and whoredome , which 
threatens no leſle than theruines of her fortunes,and the ſhipwracke of her reputation; 
fhe firſt attempteth to perſwade her by. faire meanes with teares and prayers; but (ee- 
ing ſhee could not thereby prevaile with her, then ſhee gives her many ſharpe ſpeches 
and bitter threats,and menaces,as wholly to deprive her of her Fathers portion,and ci= 
therto make her ſpend her daiesin a Nunnery, or end them ina Priſon. That ſhee 1s 
not worthie to tread upon the face of earth, or looke up to Heaven becauſe this her 
foule crime of fornication , makes her odious to God,and an infinite ſhame and ſcan- 
dall to all her Parents and friends in generall, and toevery one in particular, with many 
other reaſons looking and conducing that way, the which for brevities fake, I reſolve 
to omit and bury in ſilence. | 

But this leCture of the Mother prevailesnct with the Daughter, but rather inflames 
thanquencheth the fire of her inordinate and laſcivious ln{t;the which ſhee perceiving, 
and to prevent her owne {candall in that ofher danghters., ſhee (as a careful) Mother 
and a wiſe Matron)meweth her up in her chamber, where Doz:nica (for meere griefe 
and coller (to ſee her ſelfe thus debard of her pleaſures inthe reſtraint ofher liberty) 
ſhee growes very ſicke,lookes exceeding wanne, pale and thinne , and ſo keepes her 
bed, the which the Lady Cervantel/a takes for a fit occaſion and opportunity againe 
effectually to-write to Roderigoto haſten his returne to Granado, as doubting leaſt her 
DaughtersBelly ſhould chance to ſwell: and grow big in his abſence. This her Letter 
to:Rogerige, reported her minde, and repreſented her deſires to him in theſe tearmes. 


Cux- 
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CxRvVANTELLA to RopekriGcdO. 


Hos doe(t thy ſel.e no right, but we and my Daughter infinite wrong, is ſtajins ſo long from 
Granado, #n regard # is contrarie to thy promiſe, to my expe@ation, and to her deſerts and 

erits « For her aiſeGion is ſoentire and fervent to thee, becawſe ſhee conceives and hopes that thin: 
 (3n requitell) is ſo to ber that ſoee hath this many moneths langvuiſhed in expedation of thy returne , 
whereof now beginning to deſpaire, that dzſpaire of bers hath tracke her into ſo danzerous a con- 
ſumption , that T feere it will ſhortly prove fatell to her : for alreadie the Litljes have banihed the 
Roſes of ber cheekes, yea, her cheekes are growne thinne , and thoſe ſparkling ſtarres, ber eyes, hate 
loft a great par! of tizeir wonted luſtre and glory : (7 if thy affetion will not. yet pitty ſhonld move 
thee to haften thy rcturae, ts ſe and comfort her, eſpecially ſith thou wilt ſcarce kaow her when thou 
ſeeſt her ;, in regard 1 muy (almoſt) juſth affirme, that ſhee 3s no longer Dominica , but raih:s the 
living Anatomie of dead Dominica. How thou canſt anſwer for this her ſeckyeſſe to thine honour 
(which u cceaſioned by thy unkin1neſſe) Thnow not ; but ſure Tam if ſhee goe to her Grave before thaw 
come to her, thox canſt new:r ſufficiently anſwer it 10 thy conſcience nor thy conſcience 10 God. In her 
feke bed, thou art the onely Saint towhom ſhee offereth up her devotions ;, and therefore it will be 8 
eniſcrable izgraiitude ig thee, to permit her t0 dye thy Martyr. 


Arthe receit and peruſall of this Letter, Roderigo is infinitely ſorrowfull , eſpecially 
when he confidereth, that it is onely Dominica's deere affefion to him, and his long ſtay 
from her, which hath occaſioned her ſicknefſe : whereupon his love conſulting with his 
honour, his honour with his conſcience, and his conſcience wich God, hee conjureth the 
Meſſenger to returne ſpeedily to Granad?, to the Lady Cervantella, and her Daughter Do- 
eninica,trom him, and to affare rhem, chat all buſinefle of the world ſer aparr, hee will be 
there wich chem the next day, ard bring them the anſwers of their Letters himſelfe , 
whereart, at the meſſengers returne, they both of them exceedingly rejoyce. Roderigo 
now (accordirg to his promiſe) comes to Grezedo,viſiteth Cervantella,and his ſick Miſtris 
Domisica; ſalutes the one with complements, the other with kifſes. Dominica intending 
to give him her body, butnot her hearc,difſemblerh heraffeQtion tohim,and frownes on 
him exceedingly, as if her love to him, and his to her, were dearer to her than all the 
world, and farre more precious than her life, But contrariwiſe, Roderigo intends as hee 
ſpeakes,and ſpeakes as hee intends , yea, hee is fo fincere and reall in his affection to her, 
as ſhee is counterteir and trecherons ro him. So glorying in her beautie, and trium- 
phing in her yourh,hee with much difhcultie obraines his Fathers conſent, and marries 
her, their Nuptials being folemnized in Granado with ſtate and brayerie, anſwerable to 
their deſcents and qualities; bur hee will ftince a wanton Lazs fora conſtant Lacrece, and a 
Jaſcivious Phryne for a chaſte Penelope. Never Husband bore himſelfe more reſpe&fully, 
lovingly ,and courteouſly to his Wife, than doth Roderigo to his Dominica; forhe thinkes 
that her fare cannot be curious,nor her apparell coſtly enough for her ; yea,ſuch was his 
tend-r reſpeCt of her,and affeCtion to her, thar he willingly permitted her to goe where 
ſhee would, and tocome when ſhee pleaſed ; contrarie tothe cuſtome of $Sparne, and ge- 
neraliy of moſt Spaziards. who hold ic farre more follythan affeQion to give this licenti- 
ous freedom? and Jibertie to their Wives, which wee doe in Exgl/and and France; the 
which wee ſhall ſee verificd 1n our young Bride Domzaice - for the more her Husband 
R2derigo loves her,the more ſhee lights him ; and the more hee reſpeQs her, the more 
ſhee neglects and contemnes him : wherear hee prieves, his Mother in law Cervante/ls 
ſ{tormes, and his owne Father Don Emanuel de Cortes repines and murmures. Burt as it is la- 
bour ta vaine co think ro make an Z#t970pian white,ſoall ofrhem cannot reclaime Domzxics 
to love her Husband, nor ſcarce to lye with him. He conceives infinite griefe herear, 
which breedes him a lingring conſumprion in earneſt, as his Wife Dozvinics was formerly 


poſleficd 


CervaAaNrTttLLaA, 
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poſſeſied of one in jeaſt , whereat ſhe che more hates him, in regard the extremiiie of his 
ſickneſie and weakacſſe will nor permit him to performe the rites and duties of a Hns- 
band towards hier; but ſhe need not care, much lefle grieve therear, for ſhe rakes her ob- 
ſcene and laſcivious pleaſures abroad, whites her deare ficke Husband (for griefe of body 
and mind) is readie 1odye at home. He bewayles his hard fortune in marrying her, bur 
yet loves her fo tenderly and dearely, as he will not ſpeake ill of her himſelfe, nor ſuffer 
any other to doe it either in his preſence or her abſence. Yea, her love is fo frozen to 
him,though his be Kill conſtanrly and fervently inflamed co her,as ſhe difficalely ſees him 
once in three dayes,nor yetſpeaks two words with him when ſhe ſees him, and yer when 
he is ſo happie to obraine her ſight and companie, he ſo exceedingly re joycerh therear, 
that it ſeernes to himghis paine for that time gives him peace, his ſorrowes truce, his fick- 
nefle eaſe, his heart comfort, and his thoughts conſolarion. But Doeisica hath not de- 
{--yed the leaſt part of all this trae affeftion and courtefie from him herercfore, much 
I«fle wili ſhe require ir to him hereafter,except ina mcſt ingratefull and bloudy manner, 
which is thus, 

The Devill refolves to trouble the harmonie and ſerenitie of their marriage, or rather 
our Dowinics hath helliſbly derived and drawne this refolurtion from the Devil, ro poyſon 
her Husband; and the ſooner ſhe fixzch her minde upon this infernall Ingredient, and 
ſerreth her barbarous cruelrie upon this devilliſh Drug, becauſe the violence of his con- 
ſumption having alreadie made almoſt an Anatomie of his body, ſhe therefore flattereth 
her ſ:f: with this opinion, that no ſuſpicion at all can ſeize upon the beleefe of any,that 
he is poyſoned, much lefle of his Farther, or her Mother. Shee cannot procure poyſon 
her ſeife ; and cherefore, albeir ſhee be very unwilling to acquairr or imploy any other 
herein, yer ſhee is enforced chereunto. Of all her acquainrance, ſhee thinkes ſhee may 


more ſafely entruſt and repoſe this grear ſecret with her Chamber-maid Desiſa; for ha-. 


ving formerly mzde her acceffarie to her finnes ot Fornication and Adulterie, ſhee thinks 
ſhee may with jeſſe difficoltie and more eaſe now draw her to conceale and participate in 
this Murther with her: the which the berrer and ſooner to effeR; ſhe gives her fiftice Duc- 
kats, and adding thereunto many ſweet periwaſions, and ſugred promi'es, of her conti- 
nuall care and affetion for her pr: ferment, this wrerched miſerable Wench yee}ds her 
conſene thereto, ſo they give their hands, and ſweare ſecrecie each to other, the Devill 
laughing at this rheir bloudi- compaR and capirulation. 

So (without either the grace or feare of God) they are reſolute in this their rage. and 
cutragions in this their borbarons cruelrie, thinking every minure a moneth, ard every 
Gav a yeare,hefore they have finiſhed ard perpetrated this lamentable buſinefle : So this 
Fi:rie, this ſhee- devil! Downzca, being as imparient in her laſcivious luſt to her ſelfe, as 
in her deadly malice to her kinde and honeſt Husband Rederigo ſhe makes Deniſa lecretly 
ro procore ſome ſtrong poyſon, fiom ſore remore unknowne Apothecarie, and not 
onely czuſeth bur ſees herto put ir into ſome White-broth for him. which the Cham- 
ber-maid brings, and the Wite and Miſtrefſe gives to her Husband, in the morning, 
before he was out of his Bed under pretence and colour of ſome comfortable Broth, 
and hor Meat; whereof (O griefe to thinke it ! O pictie to report it!) before nighc 
he died thereof. Ard Dor Emannel de Cortez, his Father, being ar that time ridden 
co the Cirie of Sevzl, in the Province of Azdoxlefis, abour ſome important buſineſſe of 
his, ſbee (taking the opportunitie and advantage of his abſence, thereby the better ro 
over-veile rhis her foule and blondgie fat) doth ſpeedily cauſe this his breathleflſe body 
ro be encoffined, and fo buried ſomewhar privately, but not in that ſolemne manner as 
was requiſire.eirher for his qualirie,or herreputation, yea,contrary tothe opinion ofthe 
Lady Cerventelia, her Mother who much grieved and feared at this ſudden death of her 
ſonne in law Roderigo,as doubting leſt her daughter, his Wife, had roo haſtily & untimely 
ſent him ro Heaven ina bloudie winding- ſheer. This mournfull Tragedie thus ated, cur 


wretched, Domizica,of adiſcontented Wite,is now become a joyfull and frolike Widew : 
and 
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and now her exorbitant Juſt and laſcivious defires breake pale, and range, both beyond 
the bounds of chaſtitie, and the limirs of diſcretion : for (hee will hearken ro no advice 
nor follow any counſel! trom the Lady Cervantel/s her Mother , bur forſates her houſe 
and her (ght the greareſt part of the day, and which is worſe, many whole nights, ro 
keepe companie with rhofe vitious Gallantsand deboſhed young Gentlemen, of her for- 
mer acquaintance and familiaritie, wich whom ſhee delighrerch ro loſe her honour, ro caſt 
away her choſticie, and ro ſhipwracke her reputation, if not her ſoale ; when neither 
thinking of God or her Conſcience, of Heaven or Hell,of her murtherinz ſelfe, or mar- 
thered Husband, ſhee fo inceffantly (without any intermiſſion or repentance) abandons 
her ſelfe co her prophane and beaftly whoredomes, that in a very ſhort time ſhee makes 


| herſelfe che Jaughrer of rhe worſt, and the pitcie of che better and moſt verrnous fore 


of people of Grawzdo , yea,herations are fo devoid of Graces, and replearof impiecie, 
rhat her owne Mother is athamed ro'ſpeake with her, and Don Emanuel de Cortez, her 
Father in law, to ſee her. | | 

And here, Chriſtian Reader, ler me requeſt thy curioſitie ro obſerve, and thy pierie 
ro remarke,how(by degrees) the indignation and juſtice of Go { falls apon this d<boſhed 
young Lady, for the foulenefle of cheſe her crimes, the verycrie and ſent whereof hach 
pierced the windowes of Heaven, and are now aſcended corhe eares and noſtrils of the 
Lord of Hofts,ro draw downe condigne vengeance on her for the fame, yea, and at choſe 
times when ſhee leaſt dreames or thinkes thereof, and when ſhee is in the very prime of 
her prophanenefſfe, and the chiefeſt ruffe of her laſcivious jollitie and yoluptuous ſenſu- 
alitie ; The manner whereof is thus : Ns: | 

Two moneths are ſcarce expired, ſince ſhee ſent this her Husband Roderigo thus un- 
timely and cruelly co his Grave, but having as it wets Yrowned her Wiecs and Sences,her 
Reaſon and Judgement, yea, her Hearr and Sonle inthe Ocean of her beiſtlyluſts and 
luſtfull defires and pleaſures, (bat ro her owne ſhame, to the griete of her Mather, and rhe 
contempr and anger of her Father in law de Cortez) thee marrieth Dos Lewes de Andrada, 
one of her former Favourites and Paramours, for her Lover I cannor, and therefore I 
will nor tearme him, a very proper Gentleman of bis perſonage, but every way as de- 
boſh=d and vitjons as her ſelfe, and therefore a fir Husband for ſuch a Wife. Thar ſhee 
was honeſt hee knew the contrarie , bur hoping chat her wealth ſhould ſupply his wanes, 
and repaire the ruinesof his decayed fortunes, was that which ſolely induced him to 
become her Hasband. Bat at laſt, when he ſaw her wealth ro come ſhorc of his expeca+ 
tion, and her luſtfull defires ro exceed it, then he rhinkes ir high time to be wiſe, in nor 
imicating the example of his Predecefſour Roderjgo in his carriage and conduRion ro- 
wards this his iaſcivious Wife Domizice ; fo he holds a ſtrict hand over her, and in a 
manner makes her no better than a Priſoner to her Chamber, znd a Scholar to her Booke 
and Needie, in ſuch fort, that her ranging unchaſte chooghrs are now bounded in her 
new Husbands jealonfic, and pent and immured up in her owne griefe ard diſcontent 2 
For chus he rea!oneth with himſelfe, that although formerly he made her his Curtizan, 
yer now he will not permir that ſhe make him a Cucko'd; ther he was her Friend,now 
her Husband, and then ſhe was anſ#erable for her owne life and aftions-ro God, bur 
now he is both for his owne and for hers. But this her preſent affiiCtion and miſerie 1s 
bur the ſhadow and leaſt part of her fature : for 4#dre4s her Husband being as reſolute 
in reforming her, as ſhe was neither ro digeſt or endure it, hethe berter to curbe her in- 
conrinencie, and to debarre her from any more returning to her former lewd prarks, and 
deboſhed life and converſation, he keepes her very ſhort of Money, takes from her moſt 
of her beſt Apparell, and all her Rings, Chaines, and Jewels, which che Ladies of 
Speive ( more than any others of the world) hold to be a great part of their earthly 
felicirie, | 

Dominica is amazed, yea all in teares, to ſee this ſtrange alteration of her forrune, and 
difference of her two Husbands, and now (though too late) ſhee ſces Roderigo's love 
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1n A#drada's hardacfie towards her : ſhe ſpeakes ro her Mother, to reconcile her to her 
Husband : bur having ſhut up this her ſecond maich wichour her knowledge or conſear, 
ſhe rejeqs and abandoneth, her from her favour, ro ſeeke her owne fortune, as holding 
her unworthy of the bloud which Nature , and the education which God and her ſeclfe 
had given her. She was cruell to her gxſt Huhand, and therefore no marvell if the ſecond 
prove unkind co her ; yer hedoubting of her ſecret malice towards him, he apprehends 
her revenge, as much as he condemaes her lubricitie. He will not adde faith co her dif- 
ſembling promiſes, or hazard beliefe ro her trecherous teares and kiſſes, but keepes her 
{till rather as a priſoner than a Vite, and more likea Criminall than a companion : -and 
yetascloſe and retired as he kept her in his houſe, his vigilancie & jealoufie was enforced 
co meet with thi: unknowne misfortune, that he was no ſooner abroad, but ſhe hid ano» 
cher friend or rufian ar home, with whom ſhe very often & very diſhoneſtly familiarized, 
inſomach, that ſhe had infallibly murchered her ſecond Husband, as ſhe had formerly 
done her firſt, if God (out of the ineſtimable creaſure of his mercy and goodnefle) had 
not prevented her rage.aud diſappointed and diſſipated herbloudie deſigne and revenge 
by another accident as mournefull as miraculous, and wherein the juſtice and providence 
of God doth equally reſplend and ſhine forth unto us, for our inftruction, with a moſt 
divine power and heaycnly influence. | | 

Far we muſt here know and underſtand, that the fifty Duckars which De»jſe had given 
her of her Lady Do#rz#i:a,for conſenting ro poyſon her Maſter Roderigo,gave hernew ap= 
pareli, and rhey likewiſe procured her a new Suicor or Sweet-heart, named Hzgs, (who 
made ſhew to'marry her, but intended ic not) with whom ſhe wantonized ſo often, as in 
a ſhort time ſhe became guiltie of a great Belly , che which ſhe concealed from all the 
world, except from Hwgo, the father of her unborne child-;- who upon notice thereof, 
either for feare of preſenc puniſhment, or of fucure danger,or that he ſhould be conſtrai- 
ned to marry her, and ſo co maintaine her and her child, when he had not meanes to 
maintaine himlſelfe, he fled from Granedo to Anrcis, withour taking his leave of Dezjſa, 
or any way acquainting ber therewith; and now, when ir 1s roo late, this wretched wench 
exceedingly grievesthereat, when knowing his returne uncertaine, his affetion to her 
doubtfull, her ſelfe poore, and her Lady and Miſtris Dowieics as then not able to main- 
raine her or ker child,ſhe affſumes another bloudy reſolution, which is, that/as ſhe was for» 
merly acceffarie to the poyſoning of her Maſter, ſo ſhe now will be a principall Actor in 
murthering and making away of her owne child as ſoone as it ſhall be borae, and neither 
conſcience nor her feare are able ro divert her from this her bloudie and damnable pur- 
poſe. For being provoked thereunto firſt by her ſhame, then by her neceſſicie, bur chiefe- 
ly and eſpecially by her fatall Counſellor and inſtigator the Devill, ſhe being delivered 
(almoſt a moneth before her time) of a faire young ſonne, as ſoone as it had cryed once, 
(ro bewaile his owne miferie and his inhumane morhers crueltie)ſhe as an execrable fury 
of Hell ſtranglcs it giving him his mournfall and untimely death in that very ſame houre 
and inſtant which God and her ſelfe gave it life, and the very fame evening wraps ic in a 
cleane white linnen cloth, and wich a packthred ryes a great ſione thereunto, and (che 
Devill giving her ſtreogth) the very ſame night carries it halfea mile off to a Pond with= 
out the Eaſt gate of the Cirie,where ſeeing no body preſent to ſee her,ſhe (not as a mo- 
ther,no not as a woman, but rather as a fury of Hell) there throwes ic in, which before her 
departure thence preſently ſanke tothe bottome. 

And here let us behold and contemplate on the wonderfull mercie and judgement of 
God, in fo ſpeedily revealing this deplorable and crueil murther of this harmelefle and 
innocent lictle new-borne babe, whom being ſo newly brought from the aculcerace 
wombe of his pitrilefſe mother, ſhe maliciouſly caſt into that Pond, giving it death for 
life,the Pond for ics Cradle, a Banke of Mud and Oze for its Bed and Pillow. For upon 
the inſtant of Desiſes's deliverie,and her murtheringand throwing of this her infaar Babe 
into the Pond, God (to revenge this foule and bloudie fact of hers) deprived her of dif- 
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cretion and judgement ro returne for thatnight to her Maſters houte, for ſhe thinking 
to make fare and ſound work for her own reparation and fafety,ſhe that very night cakes 
up her lodging in the next poore Inne, which was ar the ſigne of Saint Toba head, where 
ro the Hoaſt and Hoſteſſe , ſhe pretends Jameneffe by the receir of a fall. Bar God will 
give her bur ſmall crime co reſt andrepoſe her ſelfe in the gailcinefle of chis her craell fin 
of murtheriag her own innocent new borne babe, for within one houre after, aGroome 
riding to water his horſe in the ſame Pond, his horſe ſnuffeth and ſtarts exceedingly, 
pawinz in the water with his farther fore foot, and many times thruſts downe his head 
therein. The Groome gives him the ſpur and ſwitch tobring him off, bur in vaine, for 
the horſe the more paweth with his foor, and ſnuffeth with his noſe, yea ſo long till at 
laſt (ic feemes) the packthreed being broken the whicecloth appeares and flotesupon the 
water, which che Groome upon the ſtrange behaviour of his horſe (bur indeed by the im- 
mediate providence and pleaſure of God , who then and there was well pleaſed ro make 
this reaſonleſſe beaſt an inſtrument of his glory in the detection of this cruell murther) 
cauſerh to be ferched aſhore , where opening the cloth in preſence of fome others, who 


' flock thither to the Pond fide to ſee whatthis may be, They finde a ſweer. young infant 


boy, whoſe body was as whice as the ſnow, with a flax2n coloured haire,a cheerfull look, 
acherry lip, and ſome blackneſſe abour his chroat and neck,whereby they gueſſed itto be 
newly borne and ſtrangled of fome Strumpet his Mother, whom co deteQ and finde our, 
they ſearch all the adjacent houſes, and at laſt finde out Desiſs in her Inne, when'the Offi 
cers of juſtice, ſer:ing a Midwife and ſome three and foure elderly women to ſearch her, 
they (deſpighr of her reſiſtance or prayers to the contrary) give in evidence againſt her 
thar ſhe was that day delivered ofa childe. fo ſhe isimprifoned, and thenext day brought 
to her arraignement , where (threaened with the Rack) ſhe confeſſerh the firangling of 
her chi{de, and the chrowing of it intothis pond, for the which foule 2nd inhumane fa& 
of hers, ſhe is the next day condemned to be hanged : When defirous co fave her foule 
though (through the inſtigation of Satan) ſhe hath miſerably caſt away her body; ſhe cn- 
treateth thar Father Eyftacea Prieſt of her acquaintance ma3y be ſent to her in Priſon, ro 
prepare her ſoule for her ſpiritualljourney to heaven, whois accordingly ſenther, Who 
after a long and a r?ligious exhortation to her, falling on thispoint, that ſhe ſhould do 
well to disburthen her conſcience of any other capicall crime which ſhe in all che whole 
courſe of her life might have committed, as affirming that the revealing thereof, exceed- 
ingly tended ro Gods glory, and the feliciry of her own ſoule, ſhe (with teares and ſighs) 
deepely thinks thereof that night in priſon. Now the next morning ſhee is brought to 
the place of execution, where a great number of people flock together to ſee her end, 
and there on the Ladder after ſhee had againe confeſſed the ſtrangling of her Infanr and 
her throwing of it into the Pond, ſhe likewiſe then and there confeſſed , Thar ſhee 
was accefſary and conſented with her Lady Dominica, to poyſon her Maſter Roderigo, 
which. ſhee affirmed they both effeed in the ſame manner as wee have formerly 
underſtood. The confeſſion of this her other forile murther, as alſo of her Lady 
Dominica , doth much amaze her Auditors and aſtoniſh her Judges, who to cleere 
and vindicate the truth hereof, they cauſe her to deſcend the Laddet, and to bee 
confronted with her ſaid Lady Dominice, who by this time in the midſt of her ſe- 
curity is likewiſe apprehended and brought before the criminall Judges, where 
contrary to her expecarion being enforced to underſtand the effe&t and renour 
of her Chambermaide Desiſss confeſſion and accuſation againſt her for the poy- 
ſoning of her Husband Rogerigo , ſhee with much paſſion and choller rearmes 
her Witch and Devlll. and curſech the houre that ever ſhee foſtered up ſopeſtilenc 
a Viper in her kouſe to eat ont her owne heart and life, when with more con- 
fidence and boldnefſe than contrition and repentance (being firſt by her judges threat-. 
ned with the rorments of the Rack) ſhe confefſerh her ſelfe likewiſe tobe guilty of 
marthering her firſt hasband Roderigo.So Deniſa's _— 15altered, for ſhe is condemned 
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to be hanged for her firſt murther, and her dead body after to be burne to aſhes for her 
ſecond, and the Lady Doi»ica to be hanged for poyſoning her hu: band, which newes (0 
reſounds and” rattles through all the ſtreets and cornersof Granado, that almoſt all the 
people of that Citie flock the next moraing to the place of execution, to ſee this cruel[ 
Miſtrefſe and her bloody Chamber-maide, rake their laſt farewell of this World, for the 
Lady Domizica muſt likewiſe dye, notwithſtanding her Mother Cervantella's reares , and 
her husband Av»drads's importunare rcqueſts and paſſionate prayers to her Judges to the 
contrary. 

And firſt Deniſa is cauſed to aſcend the Ladder, (who was a tall and comely young 
woman) to whom God was ſo mercitull co her ſoule, that there with many bitter ſighes 
and teares, ſhe was wonderfull ſforrowfull for theſe her two foule murthers, eſpecially 
for that of her poore Infant babe, whom ſhe had almot as ſoone diſpatched our, as ſhee 
brought into the World : Sheearneſtly beſonghr all her audicors and ſpectators to pray 
nnto God toforgive her, and to be mercifull co her ſoule ; ſhe affirmed that her Lady 
Dominica's enticements and gold firſt drew her to be acceſlary to the poyſoning of her 
Maſter Rozerigo, the which againe and againe fromher heart and ſoule ſhe prayed God to 
pardon her ; when entreating all young people, eſpecially all young women, to be more 
wiſe and religious, and lefſe prophane and bloody minded, by her example; and ndw 
recommending her ſoule into the hands of her Saviour and Redeemer.ſ(heis turned oyer. 
When immediately afcer this our wretched Lady Dominica is likewiſe brought to her 
execution, whom the yanity of her heart, and che impurity and prophanefle of her ſoule 
had purpoſely dightedin her beſt drefſe, and richeſt apparel;zwhich was a purple wronghe 
Velvet Gowne,-and a curious great laced Ruffe, with all chings elſe ſurableto it; but 
which islamentable toſee, and fearfull co confider, ſhe was ascarelefle of herſoule, as cy- 
rious of her body; for the Prieſts and Fryers in her Priſon could not abate orbeat downe 
her impiety, bur as there, ſo here on the Ladder, ſhe enters into many deepe execrations 
and curſes, as well againſt her ſecond husband Andrade, as againſt her Chamber-maide 
Deniſe, who ſhee ſaid was now rather gone to the Devill than roGod; bur no ſpark of 
grace, no ſhew of ſorrow, nor figne of repentance could appeare in her looks, or be heard 
in her ſpeeches, for poyſoning of her firſt Husband Roderigo, but with much choller and 
vehemency,ſhe there uttered many other lewd andlafcivious ſpeeches, the which grieved 
her Chriſtian Auditors to heare, and therefore I will not defile my Pen, or offend the 
Readers religious and chaſte hearts with the knowledge thereof, ſo this miſerable and 
wretched Lady was turned over the Ladder, who made her death anſwerable to the foul- 
nefſe and enormity of her life, ;being not ſo happy in her death as her bloody Chamber- 
maide Deniſo, and I feare me as exempt of grace and goodnefle as the Devill could wiſh 
her. But Godisthe Lord of juſtice and Father ofmercy, to whom I leave her. 

The youth and beauty of thiscruell and inhumane Lady Dowznics, was pitied of ma- 
ny, but her foule fact abhorred and dereſied of all who were preſent at her death ; may 
we who reade her Hiſtory, cheriſh her vertues by the ſight and knowledge of her vices, 
and forcifie our ſoules with religion and Piety. as ſhe ruined hersby the neglect and want . 
- thereof, Amen, 
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Sandtifiore (upon promiſe of 114rriage) gets Unſina with childe, and then afterwards very ingrate« 
fully and treacheroufiy rejeteth ber, and marrieth Bereranna. Urfina being ſenſible of this ber 
diſgrace, diſguiſeth her ſelf: in a Fryers habit, and with a caſe of Piſtols kils SanCtitiore asbe is 
wallgeg 18 thefields, for the whichſhe js hanged. 7I08 bo 


T is apoore profit; a wretched pleaſare, for the ſatisfaQion 
of choler and revenge, to imbrueonr hands'in.the innocenc 
M- blood of our neerekindred, fith in ſeeking.to wound him, 
'Y we more properly kill our ſelves in ſoule and body ; ſtriking 


v8 him (who. is che. figurative Image of God) we preſumptu- 
SS ouſly ſtab ar the:Majeſtie of Gad himſelfe , by whom 'our 
ſoules muſt, without whom they.can never be ſaved. There- 
fore if we willnot know as weare men, yer we ought firme- 
ly both ro know and beleeveaswe are Chriſtians, thatre- 
7, venge and murtherare the two prodigious twins of Sathes, 
the laſt being engendred andpropagated ofthe farſt ; and 


| —_ SED oth from Hell: For revenge 1s not halfe ſo ſweet in che 
beginning as bicter in the'end, nor murther by many degrees ſo pleafing as it proves per- 
nicious to her Authors, as this enſaing Hiſtory will veritie, and make apparant unto us. 


FY your thoughts be carried over thoſe highhilsof Eatope, the Alpes, and Appe- 
1L- nins, to the noble and famous City of Naples, the head and capiraltof char flouri- 
ſhing kingdome (and from whence it receivesand derivesics denomination) a City ex- 
ceedihg rich, populous, and faire, andgraced.and ——_ with'more Nobility and Gen-. 
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try of both Sexes, than any other of 22h whatſoever. Wherein of very late yeeres (when 
the Duke of &ſ/#ra was Viceroy thereot) there dwelt two rich and beaurifull young Gen- 
rlewomen, the.one named Dona Yrſina Placedo, the only Daughter and Childe of Sejgajor 
Aguſtizo Placedo,and the other Dons Bertranea de Toreslikewile the only childe and dauph. 
ter of Seigvior Thomsſo de Tores, the firſt native of Fereazolo, in Pula, and the ſecond of 114. 
terars inCalabris,both of them being exceedingrich and well deſcended Gentlemen, who 
with their wives and danghters forthe moſt part built up their reſidence in Naples, bur 
eſpecially. all che winter time. Now becauſe theſe two young Gentlewomen (whom 
henceforth we will tearme by their Chriſtian and not by their Surnames) are two of the 
chiefeft Perſonages which give life to this Hiſtory ,, therefore I hold ic nor impertinene 
for me, ſuperficially to give the Reader their different characters and delineations; Urſin 
was paſt the twentieth yeare of her age, and Bertrawnz entring 1nto her eighteenth. Ya 
was tall and flender, Bertrasna ſhort and ſomewhar crook-backed : Yrſine was the fairer 
of the two, but Bertravneby farthe ſubriller and wiſer. 7rſiva was of a deepe Amber haire, 
but Bertrenns of a coale black: and to conclude this point,/r/ims was affable and curteons, 
bar Bertranne coy, proud, and malitious. | 4 
The cruch and orderof this Hiſtory muſt here informe us, thatalthongh theſe two 
rich young Gentlewomen had diversbrave Gallants, who were ſutorsto them for mar- 
riage, yetnone of them ſodearely and paſſionately loved 77/789, as the Baron of Sant#i/- 
ore of Cepua,a very rich young Nobleman; bur far more proper than wiſe, and withall tar 
more laſcivious thanrich, nor did or conld Bertyanns 1n her heart and minde affet any 
other bur the ſaid Baron-: neither was it poſſible for her Father De Toresro perſwade or 
draw her todeſire any other Nobleman or Gentleman for her husband than him. Thus 
we ſee SenFifiore deepely to love Yrſena, and Bertranns him, bur not he her ; and we ſhall 
not gofarrill welikewiſe ſee what effects theſe their different affections will produce. 
Tie Prſins is aſſured of SexFifiores love to her, Berfranss contrariwiſe by her ſelfe 
and her friends makes it herchiefeſt careand ambirion to perſwade and draw him to for- 
fake Yrſins, and to love and marry her ſelfe, bur ſhe will finde more oppoſition and difh- 
culry therein than ſhe expects, Trueir issthar although the Baron of $axGfiore do con- 
rinually frequent Placedoer houſe,and his daughterBertranne: company, yerunderſtanding 
andconfidering wich himſelfe, that Bethewes honoured him with her conſtant love and 
affeQion, he therefore held himſelfe in a manner bound ſometimes to ſee and viſit her, al- 
though indeed it was every way more to content and pleaſe her,than himſelfe, where al- 
beirtrhat herpolicy to her ſelfe,and her affetion rohim, gives him many quips and jerks 
of his Miſtris Ye/ivs, yet bis reparation and diſcretion makes him comporrt his ations 
and ſpeeches fo equally rowards Bertranne, that although he give her little cauſe tohope, 
yer he gives hernone todeſpaire of his love andaffettion ro her, inrequirall of hers to 
him, and upon theſe and noother rearmes ſtand SeeFifore and Berizanwns. Bur as for Yr/i- 
#8, her hopes and heart of $4#7ifiores affeftion to her, ſailes on with a morepleaſing and 
joytall gale of winde, for ſhe loving himas deeply as he doth herdearly, ſhe accounts her 
felfe his, and he hers: as:we may the; more parcicularly and perfeCily perceive by foure 
Love-letters of theirs, which ſecretly and interchangeably = berweene them ;. the 
e 


which for the Readers berrer fatisfkRtion I thonghe good here to inſerc and publiſh, 
whereof his firft to her ſpake thus. | 
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SANCTIFIORE to URSINA. 


T He Sneetweſſe of thy beauty and the excellency of thy Dertues hove ſo fully taken up my thoughts, 
| and ſofirmeh ſurpriſed and veuyuiſhed ny heart, that 1 am ſo much thine both by conqueſt and 
duty, 4s Thuow not whether I do more affe# or honour, or wore admire or adore thee ; Wherefore if 
thou ort 8s courteons as faire, aud as lovidg tome as 1 ant faithful} to thy ftlfe , thee returne me thy. 
heart, 61 Twew give aud ſend thee mine, and offure thy ſelfe that my affe&ion is ſo infinite 2u2Wtire 

to 
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10 thre, that Tk ve and Jefirethee a thouſand times more than mine own life,aud will eſteere my death Sh 
both ſet and happy, #fthow wilt henceforth tive mine by purchaſe, as T am now thine by promiſe. Thy F: 
wiil ſp2!1 be ty I,w. and as there is a Godin Heaven, ſo Urſina hath not ſo fervent a Lover, or con- . 
ftant a ſervart os Earth as her 


SANCTIFIORE, 
Frfioas anſwer hereunto was couched in theſe tearmes. 
URSINA to SANCTIFIORE, 


F thy Feart be as full of affefion, as thy Letter is of flattery tome, I ſhould then hve as juſt cauſe 
| Ween to beleeve that, as now T hav: to ſuſpe and frare this ;, For the iniquity of our times, 
and the miſery of many former examples do prompt and tell me , that moſt meu love more with their 
tongues, than with their hearts , andthit they al! knors far better how to profeſſe thin preſerve their © 
affeTions and fidelitie to their Miſtre(ſ:s. Ar for ie, judgewith thy elfe how curteous and loving 1 
am to thee, for if TperfeFly kaew that th; Leiter were the true Ambeſſadour, and unfeizued Eccho of 
thy hrart, I would both ſay and promiſe thee, that Twonid love thee, and none but thee : Make my ſelfe 
thy wife, when and as ſoone a1 thou wilt pleaſe tobe my Huiband, for in life and death 1here now pro= 
miſe th:e to be more thine than miveown © Reſolve me of this doubt, andfree me of this feare,and then 
manage this affeFion and favour of mine with diſcrtiion, end requite it with fidelity to thy 

URSINA, 


The Baron of Sandifieres ſecond Letter ro her contained this language, 


SANCTIFIORE to URSINA. 


| \ $ I ar n0t guilty, ſo Tam mot anſwerablefor other mens crimes of infidelity, but do as juſth de- 
| teſt and ſcorne, as you unjuſth feare them in me. That my affeionis pure and ſacred , and 
ſhall beinviolabletothee, be God my Indge, and my heart and conſcience my witneſſes : Therefore to 
reſolve thy doubt, and 10 free thy feare thereof, T pow by the pureweſſe of thy beamty, and bythe dignity 
of thy vertues , that both my farmer Letter and alſothis , are the trne Ambaſſedours an1 E cchoes of 
my heart, and which is more, of my ſoule. Twill ſhortly kiſſe thee for #':3 love tome, then love thee for 
thy kiſſes , and after embrace and than thee for both, aud wienT faile of my affeion aud fidelity 
to thee, may God them faile of his grace and mercy to my ſeife. Twill make my ſetfe thy deere Huband, 
and thee my ſweet Wife, when thos pleaſeſt to crowne and bonour me with that ſweet joy, ani to raviſh 
ey heart with this deſired felicity. | 
SANCTIEFIORE- 


Prſinas anſwer hereunto was traced in theſe termes, 
URSINA to SANCTIFIORE. 


R#25 01 the purityofthy afſeFion , aud the preſervation end performance of thy conſtancy to 
me, for the which thou haſt invoked God for Tudge , and thy heart and conſcience or witneſſes 
thereof, T now freely acknowledge my ſelfe to be thy Wife by purchaſe , and thou to be my Husband by 
Promiſe, and do therefore wholly take mve froes my ſelfe, eternally to give my ſelfe to thee. 1 deſire the 
enjozauce of thy company gnd preſence, with as much impatiency ar thou longeſt for mine , aud thou n 
fhalt finde, thas T will Phe it my chiefeft care and ambition to love thee,and my greatſt glory to ho- 
#onr and obey thee , and let both of us beware of infidzlity each1o other , for God will aſſuredly puniſh 
it with juſtice, requiteit with revenge , and revenge it with miſery on the Pelinquents and Offes- 
ders. | | | 
od A ) Y URSINA 
| Ccc3 _ by 
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By the peruſall and confideration of theſe foure precedent Lerrers, we may plainly 
perceive, what a firme promiſe, and ſecrer contract there was paſt berweenethe Baron 
of SaeFifiore and the Lady Yrfins, and how fervently and ſweetly they had given them- 
ſelves each to other in the promiſe and afſu. ance of marriage , fonoreonrented ro have 
gotten the Daughters good will, hee in very honourable faſhion and cearmes likewiſe 
ſeeks her Father Seignior Placedoer conſent thereto ; whom though for forne few moneths 
he found co be avyerle and oppoſit to his deſires thercin,yer upon Sax&ifiores imporcuaare 
intreaties and his Daughter Yrfinar frequent teares , hee ar laſt conſenteth co this cheir 
marriage, only he delayed che confummarion thereof for ſome ſecret reaſons, and confi- 
derations beſt knowne to himſeIfe , rhe which I cannot publiſh, becaufe I could never 
gather or underſtand chem. Whiles thus the Baron of Sa2@ifore remaines in Naples, his 
long ſtay, great traine, prodigall expenſesthere, and his abſence from Capus where his 
lands and means lay,made him bein ſome diſtrefſe and want of money, and not knowing 
how to procure it there, thereby to ſupport his fame and reputation with his precended 
Father in Law, and alſo with his incended Wife his Daughter, 1: greatly perplexed and 
cronbledhim ; bur at laſt he ſaw himſelfe reduced co this extremiry, tharhe was enforced 
to borrow of one Nobleman and Gentleman of his friendsto pay another;a courſe which 
he well ſaw could not long endure and ſubfiſt, withoure clamorouſly calling his repuratt- 
' on in queſtion , The which topreventr, mnowng Seignior Placedo to be a hidebound, and 
cloſe fiſted old Gentleman, who loved his gold far becter than kis God. and thatit he of- 
fered to borrow any of him, he would abſolutely refuſe and deny to lendichim, end char 
It was not impoſlible,bur rather very probable,rthat hereby the prodigality of the one, and 
the coyerouſnefle of the orker might prove a great blot and hindrance co this his marri- 
age, he therefore as a deboſhed and vicious young Nobleman, deſpairing of the Fathers 
wives ro make ſure work with theDaughters affeCtion,who wirh a thouſand amo- 

hes, and laſcivious lures,daliances and temptations, he feeks ro draw her to his 
Iuftfall defires, and fo by uſarping on her chaſticy (which is the honcur of Ladyes and 
the glory of Gentlewomen) to haye carnally knowledge of her before he were mzrcied 
ro her. Yrſeva (who loved her ſweet heart SanFifore far dearer than the whole world,and 
yether honour and chaſtity a thouſand crimes more deere and precious than her own life) 
infinitely grieves and wonders at this his intemperancy and obſcenity;when(as a chaſte 
and vertaous Gentlewoman) ſhe witk ſighs and tears layes before his eyes and confidera- 
tion,and repreſentsto his hearc and ſoule, the lewdacfle of his defire, che impotery of his 
requeſt, the fouleneſſe and odiouſnefle of rhis fact both coGod and Man, the lofic other 
reputation and honour, both with her Father and wirh all the VVorld,and rhetin the end 
it would affuredly prove the break-neck of their mariage. and conſequently the rnine of 
both their contents and fortunes,asalſo thar ſhe is ready co be his Wife, but diſdainerthro 
prove his Strumpet, with many other wiſe and godly reaſons trending that way , and 
therefore utterly refuſerthtoblemiſh or thipwrack her chaſticy by participating with him 
inthe ſhare of chis laſcivious and impions fin of fornication,anid indeed it had heen a hap- 
pineſſe and glory. very worthy both of her ſelfe, and of her honourable old Father, if ſhe 
hadlived in the purity, andcontinned in the piety ofthis chat and vercaon; refolurian. 
But this laſcivious Baron Sar@ifore ſeeing his luſt ſo ſtrong! oppoled by ber chaſtiry, 

he is ſo far from grace & fromGod,as he redoublerh his vioſe ac? ind impeinrfiry rhere- 
of, asalſoof his lures and prayers, ofhis art and policy, toeartci fimelfe with her foffe 
of that ineſtimable and irrecoverable jewell her Virginity; {o thr Jiy and rizht the can- 
not be in gaier for him, nor he wichout her, bur ſtil; he foilowes her 2s ter ghoſt and 
ſhadow, and with many falſe oathes and feigned fighes and texrs doch bewitch or rather 
minſtralize into her eares and heart, that bis defire of this fiveccpieaſtre which he re- 
queſterh from her,proceeds wholly from his cender aff-&tion ro her, and  wicha thon- 
fand laſcivious words he makes fo large and fo impions an Apology to her for this his ob- 


ſcene requeſt, that becauſe modeſty cannor, diſcretion will not permit me to relate; y 
| | wel 
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weil knowinz that the expreſſion and pubiithing thereof, will every way prove unprofi- 
rable to the Reader, and no way pleafing bat difpleafing toGod, when this weak and in- 
conſiderate Gentlewoman, loving him far deerer than her own life, and confidently re- 
iying on his ſworne affection and fidelity to ler,which he ſopaſſionately,and ſo often had 
reiterated ro her,ſhe ſora{hly and fooliſhly permirted herſelfro be weighed down,over- 
come and vanquiſbed wich the importiinacy of hisrequeits and oathes, that it was neither 
14 her power or will ro deny him any thing, nonot herſelfe, but as ſhe formerly had gi- 
ven him the fall command ofher hearc, now ſhe likewiſe gives him the free uſe and poſ- 
{cſſion of her body. Thus Sax#ifiore bereaves and unparadiſeth his Miſtris Yrf/ee of tHe 
moſt precious jewell which ever Lady Nature gave her, I mean her chaſtiry and honour, 
but both of rtheny (hall ſhortly pay deere for theſe their bicter ſweet pleaſares (orrather 
fins) of ſenſuality and fornication, and ſhal{ redeem and ranſome them with no lefle chan 
ſhame and repentance: The manner whiereof is thus. 

After he had thus defloured and taken his obſcene pleaſure of his young and beaurifell 
Miſtris, and ſtayed an houre or ewo complementing wich her, he then takes his leave of 
her, when triumphing more in the conqueſt of her ſhame, and his folly, than in his own 


repenrance for occaſioning the one and committing the other, che wichina week or two 


afcer againe makes her ſoflexible and traQable ro hisdeſires, ashee three or foure rimes 
more familiarly wantonizerh with her inthis laſcivious manner, and ſhe with him,as not 
contented toſtaine and blemiſh, bur wholly ro defile and pollute themſelves in this their 
beaſtly ſin of concapiſcence & fernication.But here now begins his infamy, and her grief 
and miſery : For (as a baſe Nobleman) he forgetting his oathes and promiſes to her, and 
her extraordinary love and affection to him, and which is more, his honour and himteife, 
and his ſonle,and his God, he (by degrees) now begins co freez in his affeQion ro her, vi- 


 fireth her ſeldome, and then bur faintly and coidly , and when (with equallbluſhes and 


tears) ſhe motionerh him to marry her, he is eicher deafe roher requeſts, or elſe anſwe- 
reth her ſo impertinently and ambiguonſly,as (with much percurbarion of minde and af- 
Aion of heart) ſhe begins co ſuſpect and doubt with her ſelf, chat ſhe harh more reaſon 
co feare, than cauſe to hope of his future affeAion and fidelity rowards her. Neither is her 
feare vaine,or her judgement and apprehenſion deceived of him herein : for as men love 
noſegayes in the morne. and throw them away erenight,ſo this ignoble Nobleman $2#- 
Fifiore afrer hee had ſorfetted and fariared his defire ofthis his intended and contracted 
Wife Yrſiza, heein lefle than three moneths after, is ſo ingratefull and treacherous to- 
wards her, as ina manner he abandoneth her Fathers houſe, and forſzkes her fighrand 
company, leaving her nothin2 to comfort her , bur her ſighes, ceares, andrepentance, 


_ and whiehis worſe, a growing great belly, as che true ſeale of herpreſent griefe and for- 


row,and rhe undoubred pledge and preſager of her furure ſhame and miſery, which tor- 
mentsand terrifies her heart and ſoule, but how to remedy ic ſhe knowes nor. And now 
(wich as much ſpeed as vanity and infidelity) away goes S4z@iffere to his other ſecond 
{weer heart Bertreasa, who not for her heauty,bur for her Fathers great wealch,& his own 
pr: ſling wants, he now ſeems to aff-Ct & court a thouſand rimes more familiatly and ren- 
derly than before, whereof the is infinitcly glad and joyfull.For having a long time loved 
him in her hearr and minde,and th-refore defiringnothing ſo mnch nnder Heaven, as co 
ſee him her husband ere on Earth,and having tothatend her ſecrer eyes and fpiesevery 
where abroad upon his life and actions, ſhe is atlaſt adyerriſed, that there is ſome prear 
giſtaſte ard difference fa!len out between him and the Lady Y2{in9, 2s al{o thar being far 
from his home, he wanterh montes to defray his Port and expences in Neptes, ſhe being 
of a ſharp wir and deepe judgement, thinks thar the laſt of his defe&s was rhe cauſe of the 
firſt, and that peradventure SanGifore having attempred to borrow ſome money of her 
Father Selgnior P/acedo,and received the repulſe, he cherefore was fallen our.2and become 
diſpleaſed and diſcontented with his Danghter : Andalthongh her conceir andjudge- 
rent miſſed ofthe cruth herein yet the berter to eſtrange Savfifore from Yyr/iza.and con- 


ſequently 
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ſ:quently the more powerfully and ſtrongly rounite and tye himcoherſcife, ſhe we! 
knowing that herown Father Ds Tores exceedingly loved him, and deficed him tor his 
Sonin Law, 2s much as ſhe did for her Husband: ſhe therefore as much in loveto him, as 
in difdaine and malice to Yrfene, doth underhand deale fo politickly , and yet fo ſecrec] y 
with her Father to lend SeeZifiore ſome monies,, that he meeting himche very next day 
inhis houſe, hee rakes him afide in hisftudy andzold him, -char-in regard of his abſence 
from Capua, aud his long ſtay and great.gxpences here in Noples, it was rather hikely than 
:mpoſſible that he might want ſome. monies, and therefore he freely lent, and then and 
there layd himdowne 500double Piſtols : adding wirhall, that if he needed more ; he 
ſhould have what he pleaſed,and repay ic himagain when he pleaſed, 8& that if he wou'd 
honaur him ſo much. as. to marry his Daughter, hee wouldgive him all the lands and 
wealth he had. nk: t exit 
This great courteſie of De Tores tothe Baronof $aaGjfiore hee held wisredoubled ro 
him in the value, in thathe lent it him fofreely a2d nndemanded, as alſo for thar it came 
ſoopportune!y & ficly to pay hisdebts, and ſatisfie his wanes,asafter alongand reſpective 
complement berweene them, Saz#ifiores neceility ſo eaſily preyailes'with'/his modeſty, 
that hee moſt thankfully rakes this gold of NeTores, and likewiſe gives him more hope 
than deſpaire to his motion of marrying his, Daughter the Lady Bertravna ; wherewith 
the one reſts well ſatisfied, and the other exceeding well contented. This pointof cour- 
reſie being thus performed berweene chem, Squ&#ifoores jay thereof was ſogrear, Imay 
fay fo boundleſle, as he preſently findes our his new Mittris Bertrauna, and with a frolick 
countenance and cheerefuil yoice, relates hex,how mpch her Father had obliged him and 
from point to point what had paſt betweene them . and unmediarely after no lefle doth 
her Father, the mufick of wkjch newes was fo pleaſing toher minde, and fo ſweer co her 
heart and thoughts, that ſhee hereuponflattershcr ſelfe with a confident bope that hee 
will ſhortly marry her, and in chis hope doth he {til feed and entertaine her, being lel- 
dome or never from her, but ever and anon both rogether billing and kifling, drowning 
his judgement ſo wholly in her company,and his heart ranging and dreaming ſo fully on 
her youth and beanty,arnd on her Fathers great wealth and eſtare, that hee hath nor the 
grace, no nor which is lcfle, the willor good nature, once to think of his poore deſolate 
and forſaken 77a, of whom in her turn Icome now to ſpeak. 
We have formetly underſtood with forrow, and our forrowfull and unfortunate Yr- 
fena bath roher griefe roo roo foore ſeene, how unkindely SarGiforehath uſed, and how 
baftly and creacherouſly abuſed her in the points of her honor, and his infidelity; and yer 
all ;his notwithſtanding, her love and affection 1s {till ſodeere and conſtant rc him, and 
her hopes ſo confident of him, rhatall this difcourreſie of his coker, is only butcotry 
her patience, andthat conſidering what familiarity hath paſt betweene them, it is impoſ- 
ſible for him to bee ſo craeli hearted towards her, as in the end not to marry her. She 
hath likewiſe acquainted him, that ſke is with childe by him, and when all other reaſons 
and per{waſions faile, ſhe hopes this will prevaile to reclaime hisaffeCtion ro her, and 
to induce him rotake pitty of her, and compaſſion of his unborne babe within her. Bur 
to refell and diſſipate alli theſe her flattering and deceicfall hopes , and which is worſe, ro 
rake her loſe al hopesof this her deſired happinefſe and good fortune from him, hisnew 
contracted and inceflant faniiiiaiity berweene him and the Lady Bertrazna, is not ſopri- 
vatly carried and hnſhed vp in ſilence berweene them, but ſhe hath ſecret and ſorrowfull 
notice thereof; which ſoinflames her minde with hor jealoufie, and likewiſe afli&s her 
keart with cold feare and apprehenſion , that ſhe hath ſeduced and drawne his affetion 
from herto himſelf,as alſo char he will utterly forſake her ro marry Bertreen-,that ſhe ful- 
ly beleevs that the wind'of hiz diſcourteous abſence from her proceeds from this point of 
the compaſſe. Wherefore fearing that which ſhe already knowes, but far more thar which 
ſhe knowes not of this their familiarity berweene them, all her hopes of SenFifiore are 


almoſt vaniſhed and baniſhed, and her heart 13 as it were wholly depreſſed and /—anm 
. owne 
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downe with bitter griefe and ſorrow thereof. She dares acquaint no body with her dif- 
grace, Mic lefſe her father, and her looking on her great belly doth bur infinitely aug- 
ment her forrowes and increaſe her afflitions, in regard that thar which ſhould have 
beene the cauſe of her joy and glory , ſhe now knowes will ſhortly prove the argument 
of her ſhame and miſery. A thonſand times a day , yea I may truly ſay as many times as 
houres, ſhe wiſheth ſhe had beene more chaſte and lefſe faire, and norfſo eaſily ro have 
hearkaed to Sarit/fiores ſagred oathes and remprartions, as to have loſt her honour and 
forcnnes 12 ſeeking to preſerve chem in her affe&ion to him, ſhe would faine draw com- 
fort from all chcſe her calamities, or fromany one ofthem, and yet ſhee knowesnor 
from whom except from her $4»&ifore , when preſently ſhe checks her folly, and re- 
proves her ambition for cearming him hers, when ſhe beleeves ſhe hath far more canfe 
t@ fear than reaſon to doubt, thar he already is,or ſhortly will be Bertrazngr hu;band. And 
yer agiine,, becauſe the excefſe of her ſorrowes hath more eclipſed her joyes than her 
judgement, and more dulled and obſcured her heart than hetunderſtanding , therefore 
judging ir a maſter piece of her policy it ſhee can ſequeſter and reclaime her $anGifiore 
from Bertranns, and ſoreraine him to her ſelfe in marriage,ſhe to thar end;,that very mor-_ 
ning ſends for Sebaſtieno her fathers Coachman (whom ſhe knew to be faithfull co her) 
and raking offarich Diamond ring from her finger which San#ifore wellknew, ſhe bade 
him finde our the Baron of SazZifrore at his lodging,or eHewhere, co deliver that —_ 
a token of her love tohim, and torell him that ſhe infinitely defires him cohonour 

with his preſence at her Fathers houſe ſometimes in the forenoone. aig accordingly 


finds our the Baron, and delivers him his yormg Miftris Ring and mefſage, by whom he 
returns this anſwer ; Commend me to the 'Lady Yyſeea,and teft her I will be wich her im- 
mediately afcer dinner. Whites thus our forrowfull Yr/res (betwixchope and feare,griefe 
and conſolation) prepares to receive him, he arrives to her in his own Coach/and her Fa. 
thers ſervants atcending for him, condud him up to her chamber, where compoſing her 
countenance toaffetion, and yet to ſorrow, ſhe nicers him arthe'door, and condudts him 
to the window which anſwereth 8 Jocks into'the garden, wherehe giving her only one 
ſlighr kifſe, and ſhe abſenring her Fathers ſeryants, ſhe burſis forth into tears and fighs. 
She complaines ofthe coldaeffe'of his affe&ion, ofhis Jongabſence from her, of the 
violation of his ozrhes and vowes ro her, and afher grear belly by him, which ſhe tels 
himhe way berrer ſee than ſhe conceale, but eſpecially of his Kepepfotniſe to marry her, 
praying him to ſet downe the rime and place when he will performe EI 
and chat it would infallibly prove his ſhame and infamy,if he Fotpar himſzH&{his honout, 
and conſcience, to forſake her, ang marry the Lady Fertrawns, whom ſhe affirmes to him 
with teares, thatſhe underſtands is the Miſtris of hisrhoughrs and heartind the Queen 
Regent of his defires anaffetions. When rhis be Baron'is fo cruell hearted to her, as 
(preferring his fury ro his affection, and his pafſion tohis compallion) he replyes nvr a 
word to all the former parts and bratiches of her Þeeches and camplainrs, bur only to the 
two laſt he gives her thischandring and hearr-killing an{wer : Know 7Yrſf#othat T have 
uſed all lawfull and poffible meanes with my Parenrs todraw their conſents rhat I might 
marry thee,burir is ont of my power ever to obtaine icof them, and without it I'will ne- 
ver marry : as for Bertraess, ſhe is notſo mack chy inferione m beanty, asſheis thy ſape- 
riour ia yertnes, therefore provide thon for thy fortunes, #*A {> will 1 formine, whert 
witha look (which ſayonred noway of love, b | holhy6 comempt and indignation) 
he haſtily throwes herher'DitmondRing, and\withour once kiffing her &r biddi hbe 
farewell , ſaddenly ruſherh forchh& Chamber ,* wherefn he ſeaves het t6 her ſelfe arid 
her muſes,and ſo takes'/Coach and ayay ,vowing to himſetfe'ashe went forththe doorey; 
that he will not be Father roa Baftaff8, nor Hugband ro a Whare, : 
Here lerall vertnous Ladies 4nd Gentlewomen, and all trfie hearted arid generons Nos 
blemen and Gentlemen judge,jf this'S2-@ifore'did not ſhew Hhimſt1fe a moſtbaſe Noble- 
man & a cruell hearted ryrant towards this feet andanforcunare — 
conſideration 
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confideration of her-youth and beauty 10 her (clfe , of her tender love ard affeQionto 
him,of his oathes and promiſes to be her husband, of the lofſe of her bonour and fortuns, 
yea fith the ſight of her lean and chin cheeks wherein the Roſes and Lilics of her former 
beauty were withered with her ſorrowes and his infidelicies, and the fight and conſide- 
ration of her great belly which he had given her, cogether with her birth, ard quality, 
and the infiniceneſſe of her fighes, prayers, ſobs, and ceares, could draw no more reaſon 
or compaſſion from him towards her. 

And now ir is, that at the ſight and confideration of this his barbarous cruelty to- 
wards her , her very heartand foule is wounded and pierced thorow with ſorrow , and 
now itis that ſhe looks back on her former folly and errour, and on herpreſfent aflition 
and griefe, and on her future ſhame and miſery, and now it is that deeming him loſt ro 
her for ever, and her ſelfe conſequently ruined wichout him z that her ſorrowesand mi- 
ſeries are ſo great, ſo infinite, thatſhe is ready todrowne her lelfe in her teares, and moſt 
willingly defirousto forſake this life and this world co flye np to Heaven and ro God ups 
onthe wings of her ſighes and prayers.. But alas poore ſoule, thou art roo unfortunace 
to. be yer ſo happy, becanſe theſe thy 2Miftions and forrowes do as it were but now be 
gin; therefore thoa muſt prepare and arme thy ſelfe to ſufter them with patience, and co 
end'them in lefſe paſſion, and more repentance and piety. 

Alchough this ignoble Baron trinmph in this his cruelty cowards his former loye 
Vrſies, and fo] precy poaſt away and acquaint his new one Berirauns therewith, who as 
mach rejoyceth,: as the other bitterly weeps and laments thereat; yet (according to 
order) I muſt againe ſpeak of our ſorrowfall 77a, who hath other more mournfull 
parts, and lamentable paſſions to attuponthe ſtage of chis her hiſtory. Who having 
thus received ther  andrefuſall from h-rtreacherons lover $a2Gjfore, ſhe (within 
amoneth after) with « forrowfull heart and courage, reſolves (as well as ſhe may) to diſ- 
pence for a time with her teares, and toprovide for her reputation, ſhe hath as yer ac- 
qaainted none but $487 jfiore with her diſgrace of her great belly, for neither her kinſ- 
folks, friends, neighbours, father,or his ſervants, do as yet know it; ſheis of a weak body 
and feeble conſticution,& therefore toconceale this ſcandall from her Father,as alſo from 
all the world, and to proyide for the lying downe of her greatbelly, ſhe holds jtrequi- 
fire to diſcover this greatand importane ſecrer bur only to one, and fo to crave the aids- 
and aſſiſtance of this confident boſome friend, To which end, ſhe thinks none ſo fic for 
herpurpoſe, and therefore gakes choice of no other, but of an old Aunt of hers, who 
was her Mothers Siſter named Dogs Mellefants, who. being a wiſe and rich widdow wo- 
man, dwelt at Patzeole ſome.ten ſma}l gnles diſtant from Naples, a piace ſo famous for 
its ſubterraneangrots, vaults, and water-works, when inventing an excuſe to her Father, 
which was as worthy of her artand policy as ſhe was every way unworthy of theſe her 
croſſes and afflitions; ſheerelshim that itis notunknowne to him how ſhee hath a long 
time been weak and fickly thatthe airgof Naples isneither wholeſome for her,nor ples- 
fing to her,andhecauſe ſhe hath often dreamt ſhe (hall igaliecle time recoverher former 
health in Putzeole, ſhe humbly beſeecheth himchar.he will ſpeedily ſend her thither to 
live ſome ſmall time there wieh her Aunt Meefaots, her FatherSegn;or de Tores,whoſe age, 
contentment, and joy, lived chiefly inthe youth, :proſpericy and. health of this his only. 
childe and daughter, makes her will and deſire hereinco be his, when nac knowing any 
thing of the diſtaſte thathad paſt berwegne his daughcer, aud the Baron of SaxGjfire, or 
of his affetiontorhe Lady Bertroues,he,demandegather when you are at Parzeole what 
ſhall become of the Baron of See#jfipre, ro whom (rather from her apronſtrings than her 


eart) ſhe rexproes chis witty and { :edy anſver,if Sax#ifore love me,he will then ſome- 
times leave Naples and vifieme, or ifhe donor, I will not love him ; whichreply of hers 


pleaſed herFather ſo wellcharhe cauſerhher ro ficupher apparell and baggage,and with- 
in three dayes after, (atcended on by a Chamber maide, and a Man of his, ſepds her away 
to Purzeole in his Coach to his Siſter Aellifarte,where being arived ſhe ſpeedily and pri- 
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with this great ſecret of her great belly , which ſo much impores her reputation, or dit- 
grace, and alſo with all the circumſtances thereof, and ſoprayes her belt love and al- 
ſiltance troher herein,the which ſhe fairhfally promiſerh her, adding withal,thar becauſe 
ſhe isof her own blood, the will regard and love heras her own childe,tellingher chat ſhe 
highly commended her policy, for thus blinding rhe eyes of her Father, and for leaving 
Naples,tocome lay down her great belly with her in Putzeole;yer the couldnotchuſe bur 
blame her for the cauſe thereof in ſuffering her ſelfe cobe thus abuſed and betrayed, by 
ſo baſe a Nobleman as the Baron of $4nG#/iore,bur then againe ſhe excuſeth that errour of 
this her Neece upon the freſhneſle of her youth, and beauty, and bids her fearenothing, 
but to reſolve robe here cheerefull, couragious, and merry with her, 0 

| Here we ſee our beaurifull Y-ſizs lafe ar Parzeale, underthe wings and prote&ion of 
her Aunt 2/eZifanta,and far off from the eyes of the knowne or ſuſpeRed rejoycing ene- 
mies of her diſgrace ; lodged ina dainty houſe, .adelicare ayre, having variety of curi- 
ous ſweer garments, and dainty rancks and groves of Orenge and Lemon trees to walke 
3n, well attended on, ard faring moſt delitiou(]y; and who therefore would beleeve, that 
ſhe would nor now quite abandon her former ſorrowes and tears, and wholly reje& and 
caſt off that baſe Baron of $anGifiore who fo ingratefully had ruined, and ſo treacherouſly 
had firſt forſaken and rejeed her; bur herein Patzeole we thall ſee her performe nothing 
leſſe; for although ſhe yer hold him tobe intangl-d in the lures of Bertrannas beauty, and 
the remptations of her Father de Tores wealth, yet judging his heart and affeQions by her 
own,and meaſuring him by her ſelfe, ſhe tilt loves him ſo deerely that ſhe neyercheleſſe 
beleeves he cannot hate her ſo deadly as to reje& and repudiate her to marry the ſaid 
Bertranns , when the more to forrifie her beleefe and reſolution thereof, ſhe very often 
againe reads over his two former Letters which we haye heard and ſeene, and therein 
finding. that by his conſcience and ſfoule, and by Heaven and by Gad, he had bound him- 
ſelfe co marry her, and to live and dye her faichfall husband; ſhe then beleevesthar no 
man, much lefle a Nobleman , and leaſt ofall a Chriſtian will be ſo prophane and impi- 
ous (without any cauſe or reaſon) to violate all theſe his great oathes and promiſes ſo 
deeply made, and ſo religiouſly atteſted unto God, wherefore alchough this Baron of 
SauTifiore were abſent from her, yer ſeeing him ſtill preſent in her eyes and hearc,, ſhe 


therefore (in conſideration of the premiſes) doth yer continually fo plead for him againſt 


her ſelfe, and for his affe@ion and fidelity to her againſt her ſuſpicion and diffidence of 
him,that ſhe yet flatters her ſelfe with a conceit that in the end his conſcience will fo call 
home his thoughts, and God his conſcience, that he will marry her ſelfe, and none bur 
her ſelfe. Againe, conſidering him tobe the Father of her unborne babe, ſhe thinks her 
ſelfe a very unkinde and unnaturall mother, if ſhe ſhould not love him for her childes 
ſake as well as for his own, and that Goa would neither blefſe her nor her barthen, ifſhe 
ſhould any way negle& or omit him, upon the foundations of which reaſons, (truly and 
courteouſly laid by her,but fo falſely and rreacherouſly by him) ſhe thinks it a good way 

and an excellent,«expedient for her,to ſeek to reclaime him to her by a Letter,the proofe 

whereof ſince his dereftion from her, ſhe had not as yer praftiſed or experienced, bur as 
ſhe began tofall on this reſolution , her hope and deſpaire of Sax&ifure and yether love 

and affection to him, make her meet and fall on adoubrfull ſcraple, whether ſhe ſhould 

write kindly or cholerickly co him, bur atlaſt her aFe&ion to him, declining and excu- 

ſing his infidelity to her, and her love and courtefie giving a favourable conſtruction to 

his craelty cowards her, ſhe holds it more behovefull for her defire, and his returne, to 

write to him paſſionately and effettuilly, bur not harſhlyor ſeverely, and ſo to take rhe 

{weet and faire way which ſhe defired, bar not the ſharpeandbitter which he deſerved; 

when flying to her cloſer, ſhe (full of griefe and reares) writes him this enſaing Lercer,the 

which wichout the knowledge of her Aunt Me//ifantaſhe ſends him to Naples , by her 

cruſty meſſenger. Sebaſt3awo her Fathers Coachman. | 


Prſind 
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UnSINA to SANCTIFIORE. 


to ſojourne here for a timein Patzeole with the Lady Meliitanta mine Aunt, where thy pre- 
ſence will moke me as truly joyful end happy, ar I feele and keow my ſelfe infinitely miſerable 
without it ; For although of late (but for what canſe, or reaſon, God kgower,T know not) it hath plea- 
ſedthee to exerciſe my afſetion and patience in thy diſcontent z yet in regard Tam thy Wife by pur- 
chaſe, fith thou art my Hnrband by promiſe, whereof the coppies of thy former Letters will informe and 
remember thee, that tho madeſt God the Judge, and thy ſole ani conſcience the witneſſes, Icannot 
bekeve that tho art ſoirreligious , or that thou beareſt me ſolitile love, or ſo wnch malice, tomake 
thy ſelfe guilty of ſmch foule infidelity to me, and impiety towards God, and 1 appeale to them all if my 
tender and untainted affetion to thee have wot every way deſerved the contrary at thy hands. Againe, 
as in hoping to marry thee I gave thee my heart, ſo in aſſurance and confidence thereof, thou didlt the- 
wiſe bereave me of my honour, aud therefore if the conmterpane of that contra? do any way fade or dje 
is thy memory, yet reſt confident that the Original lives ſtill in Heaven, as thepledge and ſeale there- 
of dothwow in my unhappy wombe here os Earth ; miſtake me wot my deare Sandtifiore, for Twrite 
not this out of any malice, but out of trwe affeFion to thee, to the end that thou mayeſt therehy ſeriouſly 
conſider, and religioufly remember with 1þy ſelfe , what I am to thee, thou to my ſelfe, and what that 
usfortunate innocent anborne babe it my belly ir to ue both. And although 1 am thy wife before God, 
get 1 will nowio all humility make my ſelfe thy handmaide, and withaworld of ſighes and teares 
throw my ſelfe at thy feet (and lower If I could) to conjure and beg thee ;, By ey poore beautywhich once 
#how didf ſo much admire and adore, by the memory of my loſt virgisity, which thou wreſtedſt from 
me with ſo mevy amorons figher and teares, by all thy deepe other, vowes, and promiſes which thon ſo 
religionſly gaveſt me to remaine ſtill loving to we , by thine honour whichſhould be dearer tother then 
thy Bfe, by thy conſcience and ſoule which ought to be farre more precious to thee thas all the liver and 
honours of the world, yes for thy poore infant: ſake, and laſtl for Gods ſake, abandon thy nnjuſs diſ- 
pleaſure and immericed diſcontent conceived egainft me, and my deere Sanctifiore come away to me 
to Parzeole, avd there wake me thy Wife in the fight of his Church azd people , as Tam already in 
that of Heaven and bis Angels, I ſay agaive, come away io me my ſweet SanCtifiore, for thy figbt 
will delight my heart, and thy preſence and company raviſh my ſoule with joy. It ir impoſſible for 
Bertranna , e#ther to ove or hononr thee the thouſand part ſo deerely as thy Urſina doth , and till 
deathreſolv:1 to do; I will freely forget all thy former eſcapes and diſconrteſies towards me, and do 
attribute thers more 10 her fooliſh vaui'y, than any way tothy unkind: diſpoſition or inclination, yea 
Twill wot knit ey browes when thou commeſ# to me, but will cheerefully and joyfully prepare my ſelfe to 
feaſt theewith ſmiles, and to ſurfet thee with kiſſer : But if contrariwiſe thou wilt not hearken unto 
ee, or this my Letter, or regard theſe my juſt requeſts and ſorrowes , nor obey and follow God and thy 
conſcience herein, in ſpeedily repeiriag to me to make me thy joyfull Wife, then what (hall 1 do or ſay, 
but according 4s 1 am bound in affetion and duty tothee, 1will notwithſtanding ſtill reſotve to love 
thee deerely, though thou hate me deadly, and topray for thee though thou carſe mt ; yea Twill then 
leave thee to God, azd religiouſly beſeech his divine m4jeſtie, to be a juſ# judge betweene both of us, of 
my firme affe@Fion and conitancy to thee, aud of thy cruell ingratitude and treachery to ie. Live thou 
8 happy, as thy copftant Urſina kgowes that without thee , fhe ſhall «ſſuredly loe ſorrowfully aud 
die miſerably. 


| 6 O preſerve thine own honour, and prevent mine onne diſgrace aud ſhame, 1 have left Naples: 


Unz5sinA, 


Her mefſenger Sebs/tiawo arives privately at Nepler and finds out the Baron of S4irF7ifore 
in his chamber by the fire, to whom he gives anddelivers this Lertef,whe at firſt (know- 


ing from whom it came) ſtood a pretty whiles mufing and conſulting with — 
ther 
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ther he ſhould read or burne it, bur at laſt he breakes up the ſeales thereof, and with 
much adoe affords himſelfe the time and patience to peruſe it, which having done,al- 
though he no way merited to receive ſo ſweet and loving a letter from YVrſexa,, yet not 
blaſbing for ſhame,bur looking pale with envy and malice therear, he darting forth a 
difdainfull frown,and tearing the letter in peeces,throwes it into the fire, whentur- 
ning himſelfhaſtily rowards Sebaſt;aw who ſtood neer him and ſaw all that hee had 
done, hein great choler ſpake ro himthus, Tell thatproud and fooliſh gipglet Vrſins 
that I diſdain her as much as ſhee writes ſhe loves me, and thar, as now, fo ever hereaf- 
ter I will returnno other anſwer to her and her lerrers, but corremprand filence, 
when to expreſſe his greater fury, Sebaſtiawo was no ſooner forth his chamber, but he 
very haſtily throws faſt the door after him, & in this furioas & cholerick manner doth 
this baſe Sandifiore receive the love and entertain the letrer of our ſweet & forowfull 
Deſes > = 7,  —_ 
Sebaſt3ano as muchgrieving as admiring at the incivill choler and rage of Saz@ifs- 
ore, preſenriy leaves Naples,and carries home this poorenewsand cold comfort to his 
yong Miſtris the Lady Ur/zzaat Purzeole, the which he faithfully and pun&ually deli- 
verstoher, who expected nothing lefle but directly the contratry thereof. She is 4- 
mazed to underſtand this his diſdainefull,barbarous, & cruell anſver,and infinitly per- 
plexed in mind, that he ſhould firſtteare then burn herletrer,and for converting his 
peninto Sebaſtianoes tongue for hisanſwer thereof; But above all that word of his gig- 
gletkildher very heart with ſorrow, to think that for all her former courteſies ſhewed 
him,he ſhould now at laſt repay her with this foule ingratitude and ſcandalous aſpetſi- 
on, at the ſorrowfull thoughr and conſideration whereof, reſolving to make her piety 
exceed his cruelty ſhe could not refrain from bedewing her roſeatcheeks with many 
pearled teares, nor from evaporating this heavenily ejaculation from the profundiry of 
her heart, and the centre of her (oul ; God forgive the Baron of San#ifore, and be mer- 
cifull tome Urine a greatand wretched ſinner, had ſhe continued in this godly mind 
andreſolutionſhe had done well, but alas (notwithſtanding the wholſome comfort & 
councell ofher aunt Me/efanta)we ſhall ſhortly ſee her run a contrary courſe & cariere. 
It is a common phraſe and proverb that misfortune ſeldom comes alone, which we 
ſhall now ſee our ſorrowfull Urſ#>e will verifie by her deepſighes, and confirme by her 
birter teares for this diſcourtiſie of $4u@;fore towards her , for ſhe hath ſo deep- 
ly nailed it in her mind, and riveted it inher hearr, that it begins to impaire her healch 
and ſtrength, and conſequently to pervert and alter the conſtitution ofher body , fo 
that where as her poore unborn babe had lived bur one full monch within her,ſhe now 
findsſo many ſuddain throws, and unacuſtomed convullions, that ſhe is ſpeedily con= 
ſtrained to betake her ſelfto her bed,when calling upon heraunt Me/lefante,8 withall 
poſſible haſte ſending away for the midwife, ſhe after many ſharp rorments, and bitter 
cryes and groanes (tothe grear perill and iminent danger ofher life) is delivered of a 
very pretty little ſon, which God ſends into the world dead born ; now although ſhee 
want no curiqus care,comfort and attendance fromher aunr,in this her ficknes and ex- 
tremity, yet ſhe weeps bitterly,and pitrifull for the abortive birth and untimely death 
ofher poore innocent babe, and infant, and becauſe her aunt ſees, that this laſt affli&i- 
on and ſorrow ofher neece doth infinitly encreaſe and revive her former,and that ſhee 
_alfo conceives a wonderfull feare in her heart, & ſcruple in her conſcience that it ison- 
ly her immoderate griefe and ſorrow which hath kild her child, therefore asa diſcreet 
matron and wiſe Lady, ( to remove this article out ofhex neecesbeliefe and memory) 
tels her plainly and freely,that ſhe is extremely deceived jn that point & doubt of fear, 
_ and that jt.is nor her ſorrow, bur rhe baſe ingratitude and treachery ofher falſe lover 
S$an@ifiore toher ſelfe which kild her child within her z A tart and yet a true ſpeech, 
which Urfaancither will ſoſoone,nor can ſo eaſily forger,as her aunt Melefanta bath. 
ſpoken it, burſhall There tearme this to be _— in Vr7ſina towards SagGifiore, or 2 
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needlefſe vanity or ſuprefluous ceremony in her ſelf ; For ſhe deſires ro kifſe her 
breathlefſe innocent babe for his ſake, which ſhe doth, when giving it a thouſand kiſſes, 
then waſhing his face with her teares, and lamenring and grieving that ſhe conld not 
rearh life into it with her ſighs, ſhe recommends ir againe to her aunt, and ſhe the 


famenight ro its ſecret anddecent buriall. | | 
Whiles thus Vr/ize remaines very weak and ſick in her bed, yet ſtillher heart and af- 


fetion looks conſtantly on Sar@ifore as the needle of the compaſſe doth to the north, 
notwithſtanding all his. baſe ingratirude , and cruelty from time to time ſhewed to- 
wardsher, and becauſe it isa thouſand griefes and pitries that ever he {ethiseyes on 
her,orſhe on him, and as many ſhames for him, firſt ro ſeduce and then to berray her, 
therefore who would any way commend her for continuing ofher loveto him, or ra- 
ther who would not infinirely blame her of folly, and condemn her for wanr of wir, & 
judgement, ever any more either to hope or hearken afrer him : And yer this filly 
yong Lady is ſo bewitched to him as in rhe very middeſt of her ſicknes & forrows,and 
contrary to all ſence and reaſon here breaks fortha ſparkle & flaſh of her policy in her 
ſelf, and ofher affection towards him ; She neither can, nor dare truſt any other but 
Sebaſtiano her coachman, with this great ſecret which ſo much imports her honor or 
diſgrace, or with this her meſſage with San@ifiore from whom (though in vaine ) ſhee 
expects ſome hope and content, when np ne. all from her chamber ſhe cals himro 
her beds fide, and {wearing him to ſecrecy, for want of ftrengrh to write chargeth him 
preſently to ride poaſt to Naples againe to find ont the Baron of $4»&/frore and ro tell 
himfrom her, that ſheher ſelfis extream ſick, and'notlike to live, that ſhee is delivered 
of his and her Sonne who is dead born, and therefore that ſhe begs him, that for Gods 
fake he will ſpeedily conte'over to her, becauſe forhisgood,8& her conrent,ſhe infinitly 
deſireth to diſcharge her mind and conſcience ro him before ſhe go to heaven ; So 8e- 
baſtiano, (in diſcharge ofhis duty, and his Ladies command ſeems rather to fly than 
oaſt to Naples, where ariving to $a»@ifiores houſe, and finding himwithin ; heſends 
For up his name by one of his meh, as alfo that he nioft earneſtly defiresro ſpeak a word 
with his Lordſhip: but $an@ifore knowing who'it was,and therefore imagining from 
whom he came,bids his man carrySebaſtZano back this anfwer that hewill neither ſpeak 
wich him, nor ſee him. Sebaff#ano is petplexed with this his ſhort and ſharp reply, bar 
becauſe his mefſage is of gteat impottanice, as alſo for that he exceedingly reſpeterh & 
honoreth his yong Lady and miſtris, he reſolves nor to rernrn to her asa foo); to which 
end, atthe foot ofthe ſtaires he enquires of anorher of his ſervants when he thinks his 
Lord will go forth, who tels him he will take coach within halfan houre, whereof ge- 
baitiano being exceeding glad, he thinks ir beſt toftay for him in the ſtreet, where(with 
much vigilancy Fe ſippariency, he attends his comming. ſoat laſt he ſees him iſſue forth 
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mee (with reſpett and repentance) revoke thar noble ritle from Sa»@zfiore,and to give 
him his due, let me tearm him as he is a monſter of men, or if hewill;anoble deboſhed 
vHlain , or whether he willor no, a meer tyrant, or elſe adevill in the ſhape ofa man, 
conſe ſuch ingratefull crueltyes, and helliſh ations and ſpeeches againſt theſe rwo in- 
nocent perſons, who contrariwiſe in the higheſt degree;deſerved from him all manner 


of affeftion, reſpett, charity, pirty and compaſſion; bur let himlook ro himſelf as well 


as he can, yer (God being aszuſt as mercifull ) iris nor impoſſible for him in the endto 
pay deare for rheſehis foulle infidelities andcreelries. | . 

Return we'now to Sebaſtiawo who( by this time) is rerarned ro Purtzeole whereof 
he preſently ſends up notice ro his young Lady and miſtris U7ſ#a who {till keeps her 
bed'throngh diſcontent and ficknes, bur at the newes of his arrivall, or rather ho- 


ping that he had broaght her ſome good news from her Sasifore ; ſhe withour any 


. regardto her weaknefle and ſicknes)riſeth frorti her bed by chefire, and cals her cham- 


ber maid for her night gown, which having drawn on; ſheb:idsher for a whites to ab- 
ſent her ſ{ekf, and to ſend up her coachman Sehaftzano to her , andalthoughin his ſor- 
rowfall looks and countenance ſhe may already tacirly read a large le&Fure of the had 
news he brings her from $4»@#fore, yer ſhe cal&him toher,and bids him ſpeak on;but 
alas he ſpeaketh tooſoon for her, for (with afaltring and trembling voice) hee rels 
her the harſh entertaininent, which $4»@ifort gavero him and his meſſage in Naples, 
and the inhutmnane and cruell anfwer which htbad himrerurn to her in Puczeole,wirh- 


 outany way adding or diminiſhing a word there6Ff; rhe which as ſoon as ſhe under- 


ſtood, ſhe for the extremity ofher'priefe and ſorrow hangs down her head, and crof- 
fingher armestrtereth this paſſionare ſpeeCh : *gbvod God is it poſſible thar $anTifrore 
will thus abrfe me , oris this the favor which T1 muſt expe of him in requirall of 
thokextraordinary courtefies he hathreceived fromme; when walking up and down 
her chamber, ſhe thanks Sebsff7ano, and giving him ſome gold for his paines, bids hit 
toleave her; ant! ty ſend up her aunt MePefante ,and herchamber maid to bring her to 
bed; who therewpon running up haſtily to fer, her aunt chides her for the licrle care fhe 
had ofher ownhealch,but more for her fooliſhteares,and indiſcreetſorrows: Now 
afrer they hadaldherinher bed , and that Vif#2had purpolly ſent away her maid, 


' thee prayeshet aunt ro ſhitt her chamber doore, and thentolit down by her beds ſide 


for that ſheehad ſome ſecrets of importance to reveale unto her ; when with a thou- 
fand ſighes and ceares, bedewing the roſes andhliesofher freſh and lovely cheeks , ſhe 
acquaints her from point topoint, what had now againpaſt berween Sz»Tifiore and 
herſelf, in this ſecondjourney of Sebeſt#4no'to Hit at Naples. 'Her autat MeVefante 
Iztghs as mich at this folly ofher tteece Urſfe4', as ſhe her ſelf weeps at Rerown for- 
rows and affiitions; and having as much witas rhe other kad weaknes, ſhe makes bold 
to call her fort, and foole, tocare for him who contemnedand ſcorned her,and for ſer- 
ring that to her heart which he did at his heel, yea ſhe advanced further in his her paſ- 
ffonate choler to her and ſaid, fie, fie fieece,; Rltyour forrowsto buy more courageand 
wit , and ſo becauſe. that baſe Baron San@ifiore deteſts and.defies you , pay him in his 
own-coyn_, afddbthelike rs him, aſharp and bitter ſpeech which 7-/i7z2 (amidſt 
her ſyrrows) nobw.conyeyes ro her heart,andir nay be weſhall hereafter ſee her ro re» 
thember it\when her awnt Me/2f2)-t8 hath forgorten ir: for poore Soul , ſhee being as 
it were depreſſed and Weighted down, with the multitude of San@ifivrer affronrs and 
dilgraces, and of his rreacheries and cryelties to her, the hath wept ſo mach as ſhe yer 
weeps becatiſe fhetan weep no mote therear ;- 3s if the difference of their conſtellati- 
oris and toroftopes were ach, that as SanZffore was born tro hate her , ſo was ſhee 
notwithſtanding, (as yet) to affett aft love him. oo 7 -” 
Alas Yrſize; Itis true indeed, that theleaſt of rheſe treacheries, and cruelryesof 
S2#Bifforeto thee,are cauſes enough of all thy teares and ſorrows;bur yer the conſide- 
ration and comparing of thoſe with theſe, concuey and leads me to this — 
2 new 
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I know not whether he be more to be blamed for commirting the firſt , or thoufor 
permitting the ſecond, in regard they are every way more worthy of thy ſcorn than 
of thy care, and of thy contempr than of thy affliction. His ingratitude, andcrimes to 
thee I know are many in quantity, and very baſe and odious in quality,yea their num- 
ber is ſo great andtheir nature ſo foul, rhar their recapitulation cannot be drawn with- 
in a ſmaller,nor their repetition contraftedin a leſſer or narrower volume than this; he 
hath betraid his love, violated his faith, and falſified his oathes and promiſes co thee, he 
hath bereaved thee of chy virginity, torn and burnt thy lecrers, diſdained to ſee thee, 
called thee gipglet and whore; thy innocent babe baſtard, and which is worſt of all, he 
hath wilfully and cholerickly wiſhed both of you to the devillz ſojudge with thy ſelf 
Urſina,ifalltheſe be not fair motives for thee [till to love S«x@ifiore, or rather if they 
be not juſt reaſons and provocations for thee now at laſt to hate him; or if thou think 
they be not enough to work &eſtabliſh this meramorphoſis in thee, have bur alittle pa- 
tience, and it is not impoſſible for thee to find more to affet and finiſhir; fornow 
whiles her aunt Melefantais rating & ratling her for not caſting off her heart & ho 
from San@ifiore ; and Yr/ina (in counter-exchangeXchiding her aunt becauſe ſhe can- 
not indure that ſhe ſhould eternally love him, here fals out an unexpected accident 
(within a moneth after ſhe hal prettily recovered her health and ſtrength) which we 
ſhall preſently ſee will work and praduceſtrange effects both in her heart and mind as 
alſo in her affe&tions and reſolutions towards her Sen@3fiore,for as yet (privatly to her 
ſelf)ſhe many rimes ſo rearmes and;fjilgs him. 

Ona fair afternoon, when the Sun(thar, glorious lamp of heaven) hadin his fiery 
gliſtering chariot taken leave of the ſouth, and was poaſting towards the weſt, to 
viewthe Aclantick ſeas, as the Lady Melefants carried her neece Urſineforth in her 
coach to take the ayre,and torecreate her ſorrowfull ſpirits,. in a great walk of orenge 
trees,orderly and pleaſantly growing upon the bancks ofa fine chriſtall brook about a 
mile from Purzeole, they a far off (in the boote of the coach)eſpied two horſemen gal- 
lopping directly towards them, whenUrſesflatrering her ſelf with hope,and therefore 
bluſhing for joy, that it was her $4aZifiore , whowas purpoſly come from Naples to- 
wardzPutzeole toſee her,ſhe therforecries out to her coachman Seboſtiepo to ſtay the 
coach & toattend and expe&t them; when preſently ſhe ſees her hopes deceived, and - 
her joyes ended as ſoon as began, for the one was a ſervant of MeHefartes who from 
Purzeole conducted thither to Y-/res a ſervant ofher father Placedo's who came from 
Naples with a letter from him to her, whereupon the aunt much wondering, and the 
neece far more what this ſuddain bufinefſe might be, they both deſcend the coach, 
and Yrſrna taking her fathers letter from his man, ſhe ſteps alittle aſide from her aunt 
Mellefanta, and breaking up the ſeal thereof; (direftly contrary to her expeQatiori 
and defires) finds theſe hnestherein. 


PLACEDO to UR$1NA. 

H Oping that by this time the ſweet agre of Putzeole hath recovered thy health, mywill 

| | andorder therefore to thee new is , that thou ſpeedily return home to me 10 Naples (ts 
thy coach) by the bearer hereof, whom T have purpoſely ſent to condut thee hither. T beleeve 
that thy country abſence hath loſt thee 9 good fortune bere in the Citty, for geſterday morning 
the baron of SanQtifiore was(is the AuguſtivesChurch)marryed toDona Bertranna,dergh- 
ter to Seignior de Tores, with great ſtate and ſolemnity,whom 1had well hoped ſhould have 
been thy husbagd, ! remember my beſ# reſpe#1 to my ſiſter, thy 4unt Melletanca ,: 48d my 
beſt pragers to God for thy vertues and proſperity, 65 being thy loving father | 


PLACEDO. 


Yrſine 


ſcandall,and reputesit his chiefeit content andfelicity tohave erected che trophees of 


Hiſt. XXIX. 0 antlifiore and Urſena. 


_F+ſizaharh no ſooner read thisletter ; but. every member of her body crembles for 
griete and yexation therear, yea her.forrows are fo great, as ſhecannor ſpeak 3 word, 
vhen being ready tofall to the ground, her aunts. ebejantakeps:10 her aſhiſtanceand 
fo dotherwo men, bur they haveall of themanuch ada 16: ſupport her up ; when/ac 
laſt wringing her hands, and looking. up ſtedfaſtly coheaven,ſhee throwing her lerter 
to her aunt toread, utrers forth this byter- exclamation againſt Sa-&ifiore ; andhath | 
this baſe Nobleman at Jaft requited all my love, withrhis'mongrous ingratitude and . 
treachery! O why do Llve to fufferir? and Q whereforeſbould he live for,offering ir 
rome? her aynt reads her.lettter ap indeteſtation of Sarfifiores baſenes,ſhe ads fuell 
tothe flame of her neeces choler againſt hun but ſhe needs nor, for chis very laſt at'of 
his marriage with Berirg4za, ſets her all jn. fire and revenge-agamſt him, yea her heart 
is abſolurly diverted,and taken away.from him, , as heretofore ſhenever loved him ſo 
much as now ſhe hates him-z Ge ſweares to her ſelf, rharſhewill make him pay deare 
for this his iHgratitude and trechery rowards her,. and limirs her revenge wxhno lefſe 
chan his death for ſo baſcly abuſing and deceiving her, ſhe but now threw away his ler- 
ter for ſorrow, but now ſhe again takes it up for joy , becaufeiricals her homero Na- 
ples, whereas ſoone as ſhe arrives, ſhe againe and againe reſolves and vowes with her 
ſeife rhar ſhe will murther him her ſelfe, or cauſe him to bemurthered by ſome others : 
her aunt MeHefanta by all ſweet meanes andper{walions ſeeks ro pagMver diſcontegr 
and fury, and fo to appeaſe and coole the raging tempeſts of her hefrt- but ſhe ſpeakes 
ro adeafe wornan, who is not capable, eitherof connſell conſolation ar reaſon, far her 
maliceand revenge againſt Sar@ifiore have ſo fully raken up her heart and ſonal, and o 
abſolurely ſurpriſed her thoughts and poſſeſſed her refolutions, that ſheneicher reſplves 
nor thinkes of any thing elſe, but how and in what manner ſhee may murcher him; ro 
whichend ſho takes coach for Purzeole , there packs up her baggage, conceales her 
bloody intents and reſojutions towards 82»&@;flore from heraunt Melkefanta,thanks her 
molt lovingly and courteouſly for all her care of her, and affeftion to her, the remem- 
brance whereof ſhe affirms ſhe will beare to hen grave, andfrom thence to heaven, and 
ſo within three dayestakes leave of her, andtataraesto Naples'to her farher, who re- 
ceives her with much content and joy,” ad is yery glad of the recovery of her health, 
and yet perceives ſome ſecret diſconrent lte' lurking in the farrowes of her browes; 
bur ſhe difſemblerh it both co him and the world;and fo beares her (elfe fairly, modeſt- 
ly and temperatly rowards him in her ſpeeches and ations, whoall this while is every 


_ way ignorancof her diſgracefull great belly, asalſo of the birth and buriall ofherin- 


fant child. She is no ſooner come to Naples, buther deadly malice and revenge to 
SandGifiore wil give no truce toher thoughts,nor peace toher reſolutions, for her heart 
having conſpired with the devill , and both of them againſt God ro diſpatch him to 
heaven; ſonow from the matter ſhe falsro themanner , andfrom her conſaltation ro 
the practiſethereof. She firſt thinks it beſt ro ger him poyſoned, ro which end wichin 
ten dayes after her arrivall ro Naples ſhe ſends for her owne Apothecary named Anto- 
io Rowancy,and having ſworne hun to ſecrecy profers him'two hundred duckatons to 
poyſon her mortall enemy the Baron of Sanifiore, but Rowaxcy is roo honeſta man 
and roo religious a Chriſtian to undertake it, and ſoutrerly refuſerh her, and rejeterh 
her profer ; and then and there with many godly reaſons and pious ſpeeches, endeyo- 
reth ro diſwade her from this fowle and bloody fa, but he fpeaks either to the wind 
or toa deafe woman , for ſhe is refoluce notto retire but ro. advance in this her cruel 
and inhumanedeſigne, only ſhehere agame ſtrongly conjures this honeſt Apothecary 
to ſecrecy, the which he ſolemnly promiſerh. 

Urſing is ſtill implacable in her malice andrrevenge againſt SaniFifore, the which re- 
vives with more violence, and flamesforch with the greater impetuoſity , when ſhe 
(by her ſecret ifpies) is given to underſtand thache trinmpheth in'her affition and 


his 
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his joy upon the ruins of her honor and the demolitions of her repurarion and fame, 
as alfo that ſhe and this her diſgrace is-how become the pubhke laughter: and private 
ſcorn and glory of his proudand ambitious wife Beriranza ; loſhe cannorendure the 
thought, much leſſe digeſt che remembrance and conſideration hereof, and therefore 
ſhe ſpeedily reſolves to reduce her walitious contemplation into bloody action to- 
watds him, and to try another experiment and conduſfion thereof. She in a pleaſanr 
morning ſomwhat ſoonerthanaceuftomed , walks alone with her waiting maid in her 
farhers curious and dainty patden, bur fot to pleafeher eyes with the delicious fight 
and fragrant ſmell ofthe'prear variety of rare and fair flowers wherewith ir was richly 
adorned anddiapredzot ro recreat and delight her ears with the melifluous ditties and 
madrigals of thoſe ſweet quiriſters of the aire, the nightmgals; thruſhes, and lennors, 
whofar chanting of ſome 'fweer divifion in ſomerrees of this garden , and on ſome 
branches of theſe trees;/or tOpreſerveher (elf from the intemperatheat of the ſcorching 
Sunbeames; and thefefore either to-paſſe her rime;, either in ſome! ſhaddowed walks 
andarbours, of to ſither felfdown by ſome curious chryſtall founraine, with all which 
delights and rarities this her fathers garden was deliciouſly inriched and embeliſhed; 
Ono, nothing lefſe, for ſhe was reſolute ro make her ſelf more miſerable, & not ſo hap- 
py; becauſe hey nonghts were wholly bent on blood, and; her reſolutions, on the 
-murther of $az@#fore at what priceor rate ſoever.' Having therefore formerly miſt of 
her Apothecaty-Romarcy to poylon him, ſhe elſe knows not any'ts fit or proper to dil- 
parch him as her truſty coachman Sebaſt4ano, who (as we have formerly underſtood) 
was both an eye and'an eare witnes of this his baſe and ignoble cruelty :rowards her, 
wherefore ſhe by her waiting'maid, ſetids for him intothe garden co her,8& with many 
ruthfull looks, and forrowfall ſighes, having firſt commended and applauded his fide- 
lity, to her, and then ſworn him to ſecrecy ro what ſhe ſhould now relate and deliver 
unto him, ſhe rels him, tharfhe cannor live'exceprt chat baſe Lord Sax@ifore dye, and 
thereforeſhe profereth hit an hundred Spaniſh:double piſtols of gold, if he will either 
murther him by night inthe'ftreers:with his rapier , or piſtoll' him to death abroad 
in the fields, arhis firſt ſeeing and wmieecing of him, to the which ſhe yery earneſtly 
prajes and requeſts him. Sebsſt#awo as amazed at.this bloody propoſition & entreaty of 
his yong Lady Urſ/##,whomhe ever held tobe morecharitable,8 not ſo cruell hearted 
toany one of the world, and although he bepoor'; yet he is{o honeſt, vertuous and re- 
ligious, as he highly refaſeth'to diſtam his heart,or dip his hands in innocent blood for 
any filver or gold whatſoever. So in hutnble (and yer in abſolute) tearms, he gives 
her the deniall, and (with teares in his eyes) prayes her to deſiſt from this her cruel! 
purpoſe, becauſe he affirmes to her, that the end of murther proves moſt commonly bur 
the beginning of ſhame, repentance,/nnſery, and confuſion to their authors ; ſoſhe 
bites her lip, and hangs her head for ſorrow, at this his repulſe and refuſall ; and yer is 
ſo cautious and wary in hex aftions, as fhe makes him again ſweare. ſecrecy to her in all 
things, which now doth, or hereafter may concern this buſinefſe, the whichhe faich- 
fully promiſeth her,provided;thather commandsand his ſervice be eyery way exempt 
of the effuſion of innocent blood, and the perperration of murther ,, ro the which he 
conſtantly vows to her, it is impofiblefor him ever to be ſeduced or drawn, and ſohe 
takes leave of her and leaves her ſolicarily alone in the garden to her muſes; bur yet 
as he was iſſuing forth ſhe again cals him: ro her, and ſtrictly chargeth him firſt care- 
fally and curiouſly to inform himſelf, and then he her , of Sa-@ifieres moſt fre- 
quent haunts, and walks withour the Citty , the which he likewiſe promileth her to 
perform. | 

Our malicious and revengfi]l Vrſ4:isnot contented to receive the deniall from 
her Apothecary Romany, and the repulſe from her coachman ps abour the fi- 
niſhing of this deplorable bufines,but without making any good uſe of their honeſt & 
religious difſivafions ofher, from it, or without once looking up to God, or _—_— of 
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heavenor hell,ſhe as a fatall member;&prodigtots agenroF '$arha,is ſtil reſolute to - 
proceed therein; for heis{till ſo ſtrong'wich her Keartzbecauſe her fairh-and ſonl areſo 
weak withGod,that ſhe fees not her(elfſo oft ther ldoking plas with delight, as ſhe 
both ſees,8& finds San@ifiore in herfearrand nnd with deteſtarion; for her mallice ro 
him hath quite expelledall reaſon;& baniſhed'Meharity and piety in her (elf, and con- 
tequently now madeher memorative and capibt of norhing but of revenge and blood 
rowards him; - which takes up evety pare, and uſttpes everp-point borh of hertime: 
and of her elf - and works fo ſtrange (I may father trulyfay ſo miſerable) a rmeta- 
morphofis.in her, 1as ikfhee were now wholly/&6mpoſed of one; or-both of theſe 
rwo impious and diabokcall vices, ſo that every moment ſeemsa yeere ; and every 
day an age ro her, before ſhe hathdifþatched hm for heaven; ſhe now ſees thar ſhee 
cannot (with ſafety ) -employ any orher herein bur her ſelfe ; and therefore day by day 
calling upon Sebaſtrezo ro know of him, where SanZiforet altiall hannts & walks were 
out the citty'; :hee'ar: laſt rels her' that he is fully afſared,' thar moſt mornings and 
evenings he rakes his coach and ſometimes his page, butmmany times'alone, and fo 
goes a mileourofthe cittie beyond rhe gate which looks'towards Saint Gererarnes, 
and there in x dainty groveof Olives and Orenge trees '{ neer afmall river fide he 
wittihis bookin his hand, -and his ſpaniell dog'ar his heels paſſeth 4h houre or rwo 
alone in his private contemplation, his coach! being ſometimes our of fighe from him, 
and ſomerimes returns to the Citty, and fo comes and ferchert/him back again; which 
report is noſooner heard and underftood of VWrfas fromihercoachman, bur ſhe recei- 
verh it with mach joy, and entertains it with infinitecontent and deleCarion ; ſhe is 
therefore ſocrnell in her thoughts; and ſodererminate arid bloody in her reſolutions 
asſhe will protrat no time, bat ſhe ſpeedily bethinks her{e|fof a helliſh ſtraragem an 
policy (no lefle ſtrange then cruell }which the devillhimſelfſuggeſted,and found out 
for her, to wreak herinvererate malice &inferhall reyvengeinmarthering of SexFifoore, 
the manner whereof isthus. 24 44 fe HOUR Gf I a | 

She very ſecretly provides her ſelf of afriers'compleatweed, as a fad ruſſer gown & 
coule, with a girdle of a knotty rope, and woodden fanndalls; proper to the order of 
the Bones homer (which isthe reformed one of thar of Saint Francis) with a falſe neg- 
ligent old beard, and haire for his head ſutable to the fame; *andin one of the pockets 
of this frock, ſhe pur a ſmall begging box, ſuch as thoſe fries uſe to carry in Citty and 
country when they crave the charitable almes and devotion of well diſpoſed people; 
as alſo a new breviary(or ſmall maſſe book)of the laſt edition and form of Kowe,boun 
up in blew turky leather richly guilt, bur in the other pocket thereofſhe purs aCouple 
of ſmall ſhorr piſtols which ſhe had ſecretly purloined our of her father P/acedo's armo- 
ry, andhad charged each of them with a brace of bullets, faſt rammed down, with 
priming powder in the pans, and all theſe farall trinckers, ſhee (with equall filence and 
rreachery)packes and ryes up cloſe m the gown, expeQing the time and houre to work 
this her craell & lamentable fear on innocent $ea&fiore, who little thinks or dreams 
what a bloody banquet his old love,8& now hisnew enemyUrſim is preparing for him; 

And here I write with griefe that it was the tneſday after Palm Sunday, (a time and 
week which the bleſſed paſſion of our Saviour Jeſs Chrift', makes ſacred and famons, 
and which all true Chriſtians in his commemoration onght to keep holy, andnot to 
polute or defile it with barbarous andbloody facrifices) when our maſculine monſter; 
rather our femall fury Vrſ##a, being afſured by Sebaſt;apo that the Baron of S$4nFifiore 
was that day about three of the clock after dinnergone outalone in his coach to his - 
foreſaid ufuall place of walking a mile off the citty in the fields;ſhe infinite glad of this 
defired occaſion and longed for opportunity, bids Sebaſtia#omake ready his coach , 8 
ſilently to leave him without the poſtern gare of herifathers garden, and fo pre- 
ſently to come upto her chamber to her, the which he as ſoon performs; towhomſhe 
now(prophanely and treacherouſly ſayes)veheſtieuo, (by the fayor and mercy of God) | 
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I have now exchanged qny,,craelty zo courtefie.tewards: the Baron at: Sandifore; 
anddoe therefore preſengly reſolvero givehimamerry, meeting in the;:fietds,wherear 
before ourdeparture and xerurne, {know thouwile rejoyceand langhhearcily at the 
Gghr bereat;; he .which:aadeced was yery welcomeand plealitignewes ro Sebaſtiano, 
tawhom ſhe then gives;his licele-faxaell, and-e purpoſely Iewwing her wairing-maid 
behind her, ſhe cheerefally. and ſpeedily follgwes hin tochecoxch, wherein being 
ſcared and the Jictle faxdgll likewiſe vichin by Ger, ſhe bids'him driveaway withall 
Jpeed to find our Send ifrore, the which (armed with his innocency) he joyfully dorts 
Naw as they-are come within rwoflighr ſhotsof him , Urſ#z4 bids Sebaſtzano nor to 
aceed farther, but codriyeaa the-coach into'fomeclole ſhadowed place our of the 
oh way, where they nyght {ce Sarfifiore, butrior(as yet) tobe either ſeene or eſpi- 
 edofhim; which accordingly: hedorty, where ſhe defccndsher coach , drawes off her 
owne apparell, and ſo puts enberfalle friersapparell, asalſo rhe haireand beard, ha- 
ving madgand prepared allchings fc! dpd- ready before, and here likewiſeſhe folderh 
up'the trefſes and tramels ther owne hatre-underat,: and hath purpoſalyſhaved away 
the haire of a letle part of thecrowne Of her head;;and all this whiles her coach man Se- 
baſtianotarnes her chambex-matid here inthe fieldsrq.make her ready, where he carmort 
refraine from exceeding}yiimiling and-Jaughingtiolee wharaiſtrange mecamorphoſis 
this now is, thathis young Lady Vrſindishere become anold frier, bur ſtill ſhe hides 
and conceales her tw@piſtols.caretully in her pocket from him, as alſo her bloody de- 
ſignes and intents towards Fe-r#iferc;.and whereot he was every way as innocent, as 
ſheher ſelfe and only her (elfe.is guilty: thereof. Now being all in a readmeſfe, ſhe our 
of her orher pocket takes her-almes'box: and holds it. in one of her hands, and her 
howres (orbreyiary) in-hecprher , andfo taking kaveot hercoachman, and (with a 
difſembling cheerfull councenance )_charging hum to pray for her good fortune, and 
ſpeedily to-briugup hercoachto her ;:a5 Hon as he {ces her wave her white handker- 
cher towards him ; fo, as a jolly old frier, away this ſhe devillſoftly trips cowards $9n- 
J:fiere;having piery in her looks, butprophanes and barbarous cruelty mher heart and 
intentions , and all the way, 48 he goes, - Sebaftiomo cannotrefrain from — groſee 
this great change,and altcration in-his young Ladyand miſtris, bur directly belceviny 
thar ſhe inmerimene weat amayingorniebking ; fuch was bis ignorance rhat helea 
thought, or dreamt that ſhee:-went tocommir murther , or what deyill was here vailed 
and ſhronded under this friers weed: - rt 1, | 
So (with more afſurancethan fear, and withfar more impiety than grace ) ſhe goes 
on towards SaxFifiore who was there alone walking and reading, ro whom approa- 
ching, and giving him a dyckeor two;ftheholdingup her begging box , and counter- 
ferting an old fryers voyce, prayes hun for the bleſſed Virgin Marie: ſake, and alſo for 
holy Saint Frencis ſake to beſtow fomething on him for their ſociety and order; which 
$axdGifiore(being alone, ashaying ſent back his coach to the citty) reſolving to do, he 
ſceing that fair new breviacy.4n the. friers hands; he fairly rakes it from him, and care- 
fally viewethand peruſeth it,which being that which Vrpaaaimed and looked for,ſhe 
formanners ſake(but indeed purpoſely:and maliciouſly) ſteps behind him,& very foft- 
ly drawing out one of her piſtols one ofher pocket which was already bent; ſheele- 
vels it at the very reinesof his back, and ſolets flyathim, whereof he preſently was 
falling to the ground, when (the devilll making her nimble and dexterous in her 
malice)in the turning of ahand, fhe whips our the other piſtoll out ofher pocket, and 
ro make ſaxe work with him likewiſe diſchargeth it in his breſt, and ro make her inve- 
terate malice andrevengetohim the more conſpicuous and apparant roall che world, 
as neer as ſhe could gueſſe to his very heart, of which mortall wounds made by her 
foure bullets SoanFifiore fell immediatly dead to the ground, having neither the power 
grace er happineſſe to ſpeak a word; ' and ſhe pulling off her. falſe beard, diſcovered 


her felfto himas heewas dying, and ſpurning him moſt diſdainfally and malicioufly 
: with 
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wick her foot gave him this cruell farwell, ſuch deaths ſuch villaines deſerve , who cri- 
umph & glory ro berray harmlefſe & innocent Ladies; which having a&ed and faid,ſhe 
waving her hand kercher to her coachman,he comesupto her with hercodch as ſwift as 
the wind, who isall a mazed & in reares to behvld this wofall acc:dent and lamenrable 
ſpectacle; for deſcending ſpecdily from his coach;he finds theBaron of $1##jfiore dead, 
and his foule already fled and aſcended from earth ro heaven,to whom his Lady Y:fSna 
ina graceleſſe inſulting bravery) ſayes, rejoyce with me Sebaſt3azo, that Thavenaw fo 
bravely and fortunately revenged my (elf on this bafe and treacherous Baron San@iffes 
re; bur honeſt Seboſf4x0, (being as full of true griefe, as ſhe was of falſ- joy ) repiyes 
and tels her ; Oh madame ! what have you done? for this is no cauſe, and thefare no 
time to rejoyce but rather to lament and mourn. for this Iamentable fa& and crime of 
yours, and not to.difſemble youthe truth, as much as you (in this farall friers frock) 
didmeyour bloody intentions, I have far more reafon tb fear than cauſe to doubr, 
thar your murthering of the Baron of $4an@#fore , will prove the ruin and confuſion of 
your ſeIf, except God be graciouſly pleaſed ro bemoremetcifull ro you, than you have 
been to him; therefore look from his danger and misfortune ſpeedily ra provide for 
your own fafery; Which as ſoon as he had ſaid, he (in the friers weeds) ſpeedily takes 
her up in thecoach, and then drives away afull gallop torhe ſhadowed thicker from 
whence ſhe came, where ſhe caſts of her friers apparell, beard, hair, box and book ,as al- 
ſo the two piſtols, the which they two wrap up all in the gown, & throw itintoa deep 
dicchor precipice,and fo he helps her to put on all het own apparell and arcire and then - 
with more haſte than good ſpecd drives home arrain toward Naples,and it was a difpu- 
table queſtion, wherherour bloody and execrable wretch Yſi#s more rejoyced, or her 
honeſt coachman Seboſtiano lamented & prieved'/at this unfortunate & deplorable fact. 
 Wehave ſeen with what a malicious courage,and adeſperateand prophane reſoluti- 
on, this cruell hearted Gentlewoman Urſin hathin the habir of a frier)murthered rhis 
unfortunate Baron S»Fifiore, and the readerſhallnotgomuch farrher in this hiſtory 
before (ifnot in the ſame moment, yer in the ſame houre) he ſee the ſacred juſticeof 
God will ſupriſe and bring her to condigne puniſhment for the ſame , as if the laſt (as 
indeed it is) were co-infident and hereditary:roithe firft , or asif it were wholy impoſ- 
ſible for her torejoyce ſomuch here on earth for that; asGod and his Angels do both 
triumphand glory in heaven for this: | © oY WE: 1 | 
| Godsjudgements areasJuſt as ſacred, and as miraculous asjuſt : ſo that all people 
| ſhould rather admire it with awful reverence, than any way neglect it with a prophane 
preſumption. But our wretched Urſa will not make her ſelf ſo happy tobe of the 
firſt, but rather ſo miſerable to be of this ſecond ranck ; for ſhe wholly def iſeth Gods 
juſtice ; and fo abſolutely forgers God himſelf, as ſhe neirher thinks of what ſhe harh 
now done, what ſhe now is, or which is worſt of all what hereafter ſhe may bee ; bue 
rather (as att inconſiderate and wrerched jipfie )laughs inher{Jeeve for joy , tohave 
thus happily bereaved San@ifore of his life , whoſo lately and ſo treacherouſly had 
bereaved her ofher honor and chaſtity. Whiles thus ſorrowfull Seboſtiano is hurrying 
away his joy full murtherous yong Mrs the Lady Urſiaein her coach towards her father 
$tignlor Placedo's houſe in Naples, as thinking to make:bis way the ſhorter & lecurer) 
he drave his coach on anatfow path by the fideofahill ; it ſo pleaſed God ( in his ſa» 
cred providence)as ofhis two coach horſes, that of the out fide fell ſhear over the path 
and drew his fellow horſe, the coach, the Lady Yr/ine, arid her coachman. Sebaſtians 
downthe hill after him; with which ſuddain terrible fall the coach was ſhattered and 
torn in peeces, ſhe brake her rightarme (wherewith ſhe-had diſcharged theſe two pi- 
ſtols)and ihe his left lep;.ſo-that ſhe had the power but not the will, and he the will but: 
not the:power to'ſtep to her afliſtance,only he leaps from the coach box ro the ground 
on hisrightteg, and-wirh his knife cuts off the ſtayes and trappings of his horſes, 
chat they intheir amazed fury might'not draw the'coacrarid themſelves after them 
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and yet ſuchis her impenitency and his afflifton, as ſhe here wasnor half ſo much rer- 
rified, as hee perplexed and aſtoniſhed ar this their misfortunare diſaſter; the which 
chough (he ſleighted, asonly lookingdown to her ſelf, yerhe deemed andconceived 
itto beno lefſe than ablow fromheaven,as looking up to God, and therefore thar ir 
was afatall Omen, portending ſome diſmall calamities and afflitions which were im- 
mediatly to ſurpriſe and beride them. : | | | 
As thus diſtrefſed /rſina, and her lame and ſorrowfull coachman Seboftiavo, fate 
down on the bare ground , ratherable ro behold , than ro know how to help one the 
other; and they both grieving to ſeetheir coach lye torn on thelee fide and ſhore of 
the hill, and their two coach-horſes (without hurt or feare) licentioufly playing their 
friſkes and figaries below in the vallies.,, neither he nor ſhe knew what courſe to take 
for theit preſent conſolation and ſafety,and ſo to prevent the mmminency of their dan- 
ger, bur at laſt ſhe raking ſome ten double piſtols of Spaniſh gold outofher pocket, & 
giving ithim, ſhe again makes hit ſwear ſecrecy , never to reveal what he had ſeen her 
perform to Sen@&ifiere, the which( with more relufancy than willingnes ) he doth, 
Then as it was agreed between them, he by ſome loud cryesand holla's ſhould call in 
ſome contadines (or country labourers) to their affiſtance, whom they faw a good di- 
ſtance off very buſily working in the vines, the which as he was abour to doe, lo God 
(in his ſacred providence) fo ordained,that the Baron of San@iffores coach came ratling 
above them, where they two fare comforrleſſe and forrowfull upon theground ; andin 
the coach was his page Hierozymo, who therewith wasgoing to fetch home the Baron 
his maſter, who perfe&ly ſeeing and knowing the Lady Yrfn2, and her coachman Se- 
baſtiano, and ſeeing her coach lye by her all reverſed, and ſhattered and torn to peeces, 
grieving at this herdifaſter, he for the reſpect: he:bore her for the Baron his maſters 
fake, ( whom he knew formerlylovedher) cakes his coachman with him, and ſo de- 
ſcends down to her affiſtance, where being more fully acquainted, of the breaking of 
her arme, and her coachman Sebafti#zs'sleg, he vety humanely and coufteouſlly prof. 
fers her his Lords coach, and his beſt ſervice tocondudt and carry them both home to 
her father Seigrror Pleacedo's houſe indlieccitty, lictle chinking or dreaming, thar ſhee 
came from ſo cruelly murthering hig1kind Lord and maſter Sex#ifrore , or that his 
breathlefſe body lay now expoſedas aprey to the fowls ofthe ayrein the field. 
Sebaftiano is much perplexed & grieved,bur his LadyYefiza infinitly more at this un- 
expetedencounter,8& ominous,meeting ofSex#ifiores page,coach & coachmanwhich 
chreatnedhernolefſe chan fear, and rhis fear no lefſe than imminent danger & confuſi- 
on, eſpecially to herſelf, if not to him; when looking wiftly and forrowfally each on 
other , they know nor how to bear themmſelvesin the unfortunacy of this accident, nei- 
cher dare ſhe accepr , or well knows how to refaſe this proffered courteſie of the 
page Hierozymo. Bur ar laft (deſpightof herſelf”) the is enforced ro imbrace this op-= 
portunity, when making a vertae of neceflity, ſhe (though much againſt her will) is 
conſtrained, very thankfully ro accept, and makeuſe of this kindnes of Hieronymo, who 
leading the Lady Yr/i#aby herleft arme, and his coachman, hers byhis right, they 
foftly bring themup the hikro cheBaron their maſters coach, &ſoconvey her home ts 


her farther Sezgni07Placedo's houſe inthe citty, who was then gon forth ro ſap with che - 


Prince ofSalerno,(who by the morthersfide,was his coſen Germane)where Y-fina(ſet- 
ting a good face ron herbad heart) gives the page many hearty thanks,and the coach- 
man three duckatons for this their cotirreſie, ſo they take leave ofher, andipeedily re- 
tern with their coach intothe fields to ferch home the Baron their Mr. to whom they 
reſolve atfall torelate this accident ; when /r/7nas feares farexceeding her hopes, and 


knowing upon whar tickliſh'tearms and dangerouspoints bott-her ſelf & her life now 


ſtood, ſhe(in the abſence ofher father) ſpeedily reſolves ro provide her a'ſwift coach 
and foro fly from Naples to her aunr MeBefastas houſe in Purzeole , where ſhee pro- 


miſed her ſelfe far more ſafetie and lefſe danger thar: here ar home with her i ; 
ut 
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bur contrariwiſe, we{h1}l ſee that Gad is now reſolved todeceiye borh her hopes, and. 
herſelfe herein, ro her utter fhameand confuſion. ; | 
The page Hierozymo being ſorrowfull for his Lady Yrſozas misfortune, and yer ex- 
ceeding glad that he had the happines & good fortune to perform her this faire office, 
and friendly courteſic ro her, henow bids his coachman drive away ore the fields ro 
thar pleaſant grove to find our their Lord & Mr.Saz@ifiore,where being arived he de- 
{cends his coach & with his vigilant eye looks abour every where for him, when alashe 
harh ſcarce gone forty paces off, but(direly contrary to his expectation) he finds him 
there dead on the ground and moſt lamentably all gored, and engrained in his own 
blood, atthe fight whereof he burſts forth into many bitrer teares and our cryes, yea 
hee throwes away his hat, and teares his haire for griefe and ſorrow hereof, and no 
lefle doth his coachman. They are here both of them ſo amazed with griefe and aſto- 
nifhed with ſorrow at this lamentable ſpefracle and accident , as they ( for aquarter 
ofan houres.time) know not what to think orſay hereof, as whether this their Lord 
and maſter had here kild himſelf, or were murthered and robbed by rheeves, bur ac laſt 
this ſorrowfull page Hierozywo, will ſtay alone weeping by the breathlefle body of his 
Lord and M.& ſo fendaway thecoachman in his coach ſpeedily roNaples,to acquaint 
their Lady. Dons Bertr4nue , and her father Sezgrior de T ores with this ſad and lorrow- 
fullnewes, whereat ſhee almoſt drownes her ſelfe in teares , and he very bitterly la- 
ments and forroweth for it; ſo being incapableot any hope comfort or conſolation) 
they doborh of them take coach and drive away into the field, where ſhe almoſt mur- 
thereth hereyes with her teares, toſee her deare Lord and husband lie thus murthered 
inhisblood. They here ſee nonein fight of him, neither do they know any body but 
thamſelves hat hath ſeen him 3; ſo by whom,or how he is kild they cannot as yer either 
conceiveorimagin, when the father leaving his daughter to, waſh and bedew her dead 
-husbands cheeks, with her teares, he himſelfe gallops away in his coach ro Naples and 
brings':thencealong withrhim the crimynall officers of juſtice, firſt co know and hen to 
'beeye witneſſes of this ſad.anddeplorable accident;ar the hearing and fight whereof, 
C(innamre8&juſtice)they cannot refrain irate Reeringe grieving at it, when 
(toa@trhepartand duty ofthemſclves)they cauleithe coachman to fp; cad his cloak on 
the ground ; then ro remove the dead corps fromhis blood, and to lay limthereon, & 
fotheymakea chirurgion ' (whom they had purpoſely brought with them ) to nna- 
parreilandſcarch his body for wounds, who finds and ſhewes them, that hee was ſhor 
-with twopiſtoll bullets in his backe, and other two'in his breſt (when miſſing likewiſe 
of his purſe they all of them do confidently beleeve, that undoubtedly he was murthe- 
red8& robbed by theeves. The which the betrer todiſcoyer,the judgesſend their ſerg- 
ants; & ſervants,&De Tores likewiſe ſends the page & his coachman ſearching & ſcou- 
ringall oyerthe adjacent fields; toapprebendand bring before them all choſe whom 
theyfind there, who are ſo far from mecting of many perſons, as they all ofthem bring 
in but onepoore ragged boy. (of ſome:rwelve or fourteen yeeres old ) who ſome two 

'huridredpacesoff;;kepra few.cows ( which yeelded.milke tothe citty)andhimthey 

\ find fitting within a hedgeiin aditch whom they. bring along with them co the judges, 

where heites this deadþody lyingoh the ground before them, wherear poor filly boy 

 heſhakes and orembles/forfeare; ':c - 113.141 on | 

+ 'Thejddpesdemandihis nameofbim, who tels them he is called Bartholowro Spondy, 

' they. further enquireofhimwhar his facher is, and yyhere he dwelz, who replies that his 
father isa poore butcher namedPegro Spaydy and dyelsat Naples in Saint Johns ſuburb 
which the judges'afrerwards find'true);.then theſe grave judges percejying the poore 
boy tobe baſhfull and timorous, they therefore þid.himbeof. gaod cheer, and ro feare 
nothing for rhe which hethanks.them both with cap and knee. Then they enquireof 
himifhe ſaw any one'to come neer & kyll the gentleman, ro whomin plajn and ruſtic = 
tearmes he an{wered them, that from the hedge within which he kept his fathers cows, 
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he ſaw this gentleman walke alone by himſelf arleaſt an houre with a book in his hand 
reading, and that then he ſaw an old frier cometo him , whoas he thought begged 
ſome almes of him, whom he ſaw did ſhoore off two piſtolls ro him, and therewith kild 
him, for he then,and thereupon preſently ſaw the gentleman fall to the ground, they 
gain demand of him what afterwards became of this frier, who tels the judges, rhata 
coach came up inſtantly to him and carried him away, but where he knowsnor. They 
aſke ofhim why he had nor cryed out againſt the fryer, when hee ſaw hee had kild 
this gencleman, to whom hee makes anſwer that he dared not doe it, for feare leaſt he 
would then likewiſe have killed him with .his piſtols. The judges farther demandof 
him, whether this were a white,a black or a gray frier,to whom he anſwers chat he was 
neither of them, but that he wore aminime, or fad rufſer gown and hood. Thereupon 
chey thought ir fir, again ro demand ofhim how many horſes this coach had , and of 


whar colour they were, to whom he affirms that they were two black coach horſes, | 


when the judges ro conclude rhis their quzre and his examination, they demand of 
him what coloured cloak this coachman wore, who tels them he worea red cloak,and 
aShe thought ſome white laces upon it,the which this pregnant poore little boy Bartho- 
lomes had no ſooner pronounced and ſpoken, butS an@iflores pageHieronymo cryes out 
and relates to the judges, to his Lady Bertrana, and her father Sezgnior de Tores,where 
and in what manner and accident he ſome two houres fince found the Lady UVrſina,8c 
her coachman Sebsſt;ar0, whom he ſeriouſly affirmed wore a red cloak with white laces 
and that hertwo coach horſes, which they ſaw ſtraying below in the valley were coale 
black, right as Bartholoriro had deſcribed them:adding further that her coach was bro« 
ken with a fall, as alſo her right arme and his left leg , and that out ofreſped and pir- 
ty to her, he had carried both her, and him,home to her father Se7gmior Placedo's houſe, 
bur he affirmed he ſaw no frier either in their ſightor company, all which relation of 
his, was likewiſe there confirmed to the judges by the Baron of SexG3fiores own coach- 
man, who was alſo there preſent, the which evidence of theirs as ſoone as the Lady Ber- 
trannaover heard, ſhee with a world of fighes and teares, (as if ſhe were ſuddainly 
inſpired and prompted from | cas; mmm 4 cryes ont firſt to her father,and then 
to the judges, that God and her conſcience told her, that donbtleſſeUrſins was this dee 
viliſh fryer,and her coachman Sebaſti#ns the very fame damnable fellow who had here 
thus cruelly murthered her Lord and huſband, when throwing her ſelf on her knees to 


their feet, ſhe very earneſtly begs juſtice ofthern, againſt them for theſame, whopart- 


ly concurring in the opinion and beleefe with them, they doe here moſt ſeriouſly and 
ſolemnly promile it her. 3 

To which effe&, theſe reverend judges, leaving her father , her ſelf, and her page 
and coachman decently to convey her husbands dead body home to their houſe in 
Naples, they themſelves make great haſte thither before, and preſently ſend their ofh- 
cers and ſ{ergeants to Seignior Placeds's houſe, there to apprehend the Lady Urſina his 
daughter,8& their coachmanSebstiavo, whom they both opportunelyfindifſuing forth 
his gare in afreſh hackney coack fpeedily flying to Putzeole to her aunt. He/kefants for 
protettion and SanQuary, ſo theſe fierce and mercilefſe ſergeants doepreſently divert 
andalter their courſe, yea they furiouſly and ſaddainly ruſhupon them, apprehend and 
conſtitute them clole priſoners in the common goale of that citty, placing them in rwo 
ſeverall chambers, to the end they ſhonld not prattle or tell tales eachto other; where 
they ſhall find more leaſure then time, bothto remember what they have done, and 
likewiſe to know whar hereafter they muſt doe. 

Whiles thus all Naples generally reſound and talk of this mournfall fa&,and deplo- 
rable acciderit, and Seignior Placedo particularly prieves at theſe his daughters unex- 
pected crofſes and calamities,asalſo of thoſe of his coachman Seboftieno, rhe which hee 
feares, he &ah far ſooner lament than remedy; our ſorrowfull widdow Bertrawna (with 


the aſfiſtance of her father De Tore-)gives her husband the Baron of San@ifiore a lo- 


lemn 
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lemneand ſtately buriall in the Fucillantes Church of Naples, correſpondent to 
his noble degree and quality. And then within two daies after , at her carneft and 
paſſionate ſolicitation to the Judges, Yyfime and her coachman Sebafians, ate (e- 


verally convented before them, in their chiet Forum, (or tribunall) of Juſtice, and 


chere ſtrongly accuſed by ber,and charged to be the authors and actors of this cru- 
ell murther, committed onthe perſon-of 'SnFifiore her husband, the which borh of 
chem doe ſtoutly deny with much vehemency and confidence, and when the little 
boy Bartholomeo, is face to facecalled into:the Court; to give in evidence againſt 
them, he there maintaines to the Judges, what he had formerly depoſed rothem in 
the fieldes, but ſayes he thinkes not thar this Lady was that fryer, nor canhe tru- 
ly ſay that this was the coachman who carried him, although when his cloake was 
ſhewed him, he could nor deny bur it was very like it , but Bereranne having no;v 
ſecretly intimated and made known torhe'/judges, all the paſſages that had former- 
ly paſt betweene Yyjnaand her husband Sar#-fiore, as his getting of herwith child, 
and then (contrary to his promiſe) refuſing ro marry her, they doe therefore more 
than halfe believe,that it was her diſcontent which drew her to this choler,her cho- 
ler to this revenge, and herrevenge to this murthering of him, as alſo (rhatin fa- 
vour of ſome gold) ſhe had likewiſe ſeduced and drawne her coachman Sebaſtiano 


co be conſenting and acceſſary hereinwith her'#Whereupon the next day they will 


beginne with him, and ſo they adjudge him-torheracke; rhe rorments whereof he 
endures with a wonderfull fortitude'ahd/patience, ſo that (remembring his oath 
of ſecrecy to his Lady Yſina) he cannot thereby be drawne to confeſle ariy thing, 
bur denyes all, whereof ſhe having ſccrer norice, doth nora lirrle rejoyce and in- 
ſulc therear, now the very next enſuing morning, Yeſna her ſelfe, is likewiſe adjud- 
ged and expoſed to the racke, the wrenches and torments whereof,as ſoone as ſhee 
ſenſibly feeles, God proves then ſo propitious and merciful to her ſoule, thather 
dainty body, and tender limbes cannot poſhbly endure or ſuffer it , bur then and 
there ſhe to her judges and'tormentors, confeſleth her ſelfe to bee the ſole author 
and aQor of piſtolling to death, the Baron of 5ax#ifiore, in the ſame manner and 
forme, as we have already underſtoud in allirs circumſtances, bur in her heart and 
ſou'e ſhe ſtrongly affirmes ro them, that her coachman Sebaftiano was not acceſſary 
with her herein, upon which apparant and palpable confeſſion of hers, her jadges 
(in honour to ſacred Juſtice, and for expiatioh 6f rhisher foulecrime ) doe pro» 
nounce ſentence of death againft her, rhar ſhe ſhall the next morving bee hanged 
at theplace of common execution, notwithſtanding all the power and'teares of 

her father, andkinsfolkes to the contrary. | tab 
So ſhe is returned to her priſon,where her father(not being permitted'to ſee her 
that night) ſends her two Nuns,and two friers, to prepare and dire@ her ſoule for 
heaven, whom in a little time, through Gods great mercy, and their owne pious 
perſwaſions, they found to be wonderfull tumble, repentant and forrewfull. Shee 
privately ſends word to her coachman'Seheftiano, that ſhe is thankfull to him for 
his reſpec and fidelity to her on the rack,and wils himto be afſared and confident, 
that ſhee being to dye to morrow , her ſpeech at her death, ſhall no way pre- 
judice, bur ſtrongly confirmethe ſafety and prefervation of his life. Thus grie- 
ving farre more at the fouleneſfe of her crime, than at thie infamy and ſeverity of 
her puniſhment, ſhe ſpends moſt part of the night,and the firſt part of the morning 
in godly prayers and religious meditations, and cjactlations, when, although her 
ſorrow full old father Scignior Placedo, by his'noble Kinſman the Prince of Saler- 
no, made offer to the Viceroy, the Duke of O fans, the freegifr of all his lands ro 
fave this his daughters life , yet the ſtrong ſolicitation of rhe firſt, and the great 
proffer of the laſt proved vaine, and fruitleſſe , for they found ir wholly impoſſible 
to obraine it. y 
Eee | So 
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So about tenne of the clock-4n the. motning , our ſotrowfull Yrſina, is ( be- 
rweene two. Nuones.) brought to, her execution place';: clad in a blacke wrought 
Velvet. gowne, a- greene Sattin..petticoate,, a great laced ruffe, her head drefled 
up with. tuffes and- Roſes of greene: ribbon, with ſome artificiall Flowers, all 
covered over with a white ciffres vaile , and a-paire-of -plaine white Gloves on 
her hands: when afcending the ladder, ſhee,: to rhe great confluence of people 
whocame thither to ſee her rake her laſt farwell of this life , and this world, (with 
a mournfull countenance, and- low voice) delivered them this ſorrowfull and re- 
ligious ſpeech. St þ; [0g 02) | 

: Good people , I wantwords, to exprefle the griefe of my heart, and the anxie- 

ty and ſorrow of my ſoule, for imbruingmy hands inthe innocent blood and death 
of the Baron of Sex8iftore, although not to.diflemble but to confeſle rhe pur? truth, 
hee betraied his promiſe to-mec of marriage, and mee of my honour and chaſtity 
without it , whereof I beſeech Almighty God, char all men (of what degree or 
qualitie ſoever)may hereafter bee warned by his example,and all Ladies and gentle- 
women deterred and terrified by mine. I doe likewiſe here confeſſe to heaven and 
earth, to God and his Angells, and to you all who are here preſent, that I alone was 
borhthe author and aQor of this foule murther , and that my coachman 5ebsfiian0, 
is no way cenſenting or accefſary with mee herein, and that albeit I once promiſed 
and proffred hima bundred double: piftolls of Spaniſh gold to performe it, yet hee 
honeſtly and religiouſly rcfuſed both me and ir, and ſtrongly and patherically diſ- 
ſwaded me from it, whoſe good and wholeſome counſell I nuw wiſh ro God (from 
the depth and center of my ſoule), I bad then followed, for then 1 had lived as hap- 
pic, as now I die miſerable: And becauſe-it is now no time, but bootleſſe for mee 
either. to-palliate the truth,or. to flatter-with God, gr man, the worſt of his crime, 
hee being my ſervant, was the left courteſic hee owed to mee, I being his miſtreſle, 
which (after with my owne bands I had committed that deplorable fat) was to 
bring mee home from rhe fieldes to my-Fathers houſe , and for affiſting mee to 
caſt the Friers frocke, the falſe beard. and haire, the almes box, breviary, and two 
piſtols, into the next deep: pit, or precepice cbereuuty adjoyning, where (as yet) 
they ſtill lye: for this my haynous- offence, (the very remembrance whereof 
is now grievous and odious unto mee) I aske pardon firſt of God, then of my 
owne deare Father, and next of the Lady Zertranne, and if the words and pray- 
ers of a poore dying Gentlewqman have any power with the living, then I be- 
ſeech you all in generall, and every oneof you in particular, to pray unto God, 
that hee will now forgive myfinnes in his favour, and hereafter ſave my ſoule in 
his mercy, thewhich as ſoone as ſhee had ſaid, and uttered ſome few ſhort prayers 
to her ſelfe, ſhee (often making the ſigne of the crofſe) rakes leave of all the world, 
when pulling downe her vaile, in comely ſort, over her eycs and face, and crefting 
her hands towards heaven, ſhee was turned over, now, as ſome of her ſpeQators 
rejoyced at the death of fo cruell and bloody a female monſter, fo the grea- 
reſt part of them, in favour of her birch, yourh and beauty , did with a world of 
reares, exceedingly lament and pitty her, bur all of them doe highly deteft and 
execrate the baſe ingratitude, infidelity and treachery of this ignoble Baron 
of San#ifiere towards heyy which no doubt was the prime cauſe, and chiefeſt mor 
tive which drew ber to theſe deplorable and bloody reſolutions. 

As for her honeſt coachmag Seboftiave, although his owne torments on the 
racke, and now this ſolemne eonfeſfion of his Lady Ye at her death had ſuffici- 
ently proclamed and vindicated bis innocency in this murther of San#:fiore , yet 
ſuch.was his widdow Bertrannas living affe&ion to her dead husband , and her 
gcadly malice to living SebaFiano, for thinking him tobee guilty, and nony 
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hereunto with his Lady Yrſina, that her power and malice ſo farre prevailed with the 
;ntegrity of the Judges , for the further diſquiſition of this eruth,as they now again 
ſentence him to the double torments of the racke, thewhich hee againe likewiſe 
endureth with a moſt unparalleld patience and conſtancy', without confefling any 
thing, the which his Judges wondring to ſec, and admiring to underſtand , and 
having no ſubſtantiall proofes , or reall and valable evidences againft him, they 
now fully abfolve andacquit him of this his ſuſpeRed crime , when being moved 
in Charity,, Fuſtice, and conſcience to yeeld him ſome reward, and fatisfaQion, 
for thus infeebling his body , and impairing of his health by theſe his ' ſharpe 
and bitter rorments , they therefore adjudge the plaintiffe widdow Bertranne to give 
ou - hnndred Duckatons , whereof ſhee cannot poſſibly exempt or excuſe 
herſelfe. | 

And thus lived and dyed our unkind Baron SanFiftore, and our cruell hearted young 
Lady Yrs, and inthis manner did the facred juſtice of God requite the one , = 

condignly revenge and puniſh the other. Now by reading this their biſto- 
ry, may God (of his beſt favour and mercy) teachus all, from 


our hearts to hate this Barons levity, and from our 


foules to abhor and deteſt this Ladyes 
cruelty and impliety. 
AMEN. 
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Hicsrory XXX, 


De Mora treacherouſly killeth Palura in a duel with two Piſtols, Hts Lady Bellinda with 
the aid of her Gentleman aſher Ferallo, peyſoneth her husband De Mora, and aft ernard ſyee 
—— th, and then murthereth/her ſaid Husband Ferallo in his bed, ſo ſhe is burnt alive for 
thisher laſt murther, andhey aſhes throwne into the aire for the firſt. ES 
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> J\JKIE <R N the generall depravation of this age, it is no wonder , that 
\ ( R2&H & may linfull ſoules are ſo tranſported by 54than and their own 
"& out-ragious paſſions , toimbrue their guiiry hands inthe in- 
246 nocent blood of their chriſtian brethren ; and it were a great 
happineſle and felicity to moſt countryes and Kingdomes of 
Europe, if they were nor ſomerimes infected with rhe conta» 
gion of this bloody and crying inne, which with a preſump- 
tuous hand ſeemes to ſtrike at the Majeſty of God himſelte , 
in killing man his creature, but becauſe wiſhes availe litcle, 
and for thatexamples are more powerfull and prevalent, and 
prove the beſt precepts totheliving ; therefore I here producea lamentable one of fo 
inhumane a condition, that by the knowledge and conſideration thereof , wee may 
know how to deteſt the like, and to avoid the temptations in our ſelves. 


Q 


© 
RJ 


-\ 


N 


IT 


N the famous Kingdome of Portugall, and withina very little leagtte of Srremos, 
one of the ſweeteſt and faireſt cities thereof, there (within theſe few yeares) dwelt 


a noble Gentleman of ſome fifty fix yeares old, named Don Alonſo De Mora, Iſſued 
Ece 3 a: and 
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anddeſcended from one of the beſt and famous houſes of that Kingdome ,as being 
Nephew to that great and wiſe Don Chr:iHopherde Mers, of whom the Hiſtories of 
Spaineand Portugallmake ſo often, and'ſo henourable mention, and alrhough hee 
were by his Anceſtors and Parents, left very rich in Lands and poſſeſſions, yer hts am- 
bition and generOſity carried him ro ſerve his King Philip, third of Spain, in his wars 
of Aﬀeicaand Flanders, wherein hee ſpent the greateſt part of his time, and of him- 
ſelfe, won many renowned laurels, and Marſhall Trophees of honour, and as an ex- 


, cellenc Cavalier left behind him many approved markes and teſtimonies of his true va- 


lour and magnanimity.Burt (as all men are naturally conſtant inunconſtancy, and ſub- 
je and co-incident to mutations, and that the world ſtill delights to pleaſe us with 
changes, and to feed our fancies and affe&ions with different enterpriſes and reſolu- 
tions) ſo our De Mors at laſt, cals home his thoughts and himſelfe from warre to 
peace, and now reſolves to ſpend the remainder of his age, in as much eaſe and pleaſure 
as formerly he had done the heat and firengrh of his youth, in tumults and combuſt;- 
ons ; he now ſees that there is no life nor pleaſure comparable to that of the countrey, 
for here the lweetnefſe of the imbalmed aire, thedelicacy of the perfumed and ena- 
meled fields, theunparaleld paſtime of hawking and hunring, and the free ans) vriinter- 
rupted acceſſe which we have toarts in our ſtudy, and ;o God in religious prayers 22d 
meditations, makes it to be nolefle, then either 5: <arthly paradife, or a heaven upon 
carth. For the campe (deſpite of Commanders ; a:cunds with all kinds of infolen- 
cies, and impieties, thecitic (deſpite of Magiſtrates) with all ſorts of vice, deceit, co« 
vetouſneſſe and pride, and the court (deſpite of good Kings and Princes) too often 
with variety of hypocriſfie, perfidiouſheſſe anil vaniry. To his owne great mantter 


houſe neere Stremos, therefore is our De Moraretired, witha reſolution forever,there 


toereAtand build ” his reſidence, making it his greateſt delight to have his hounds 
and grayhounds at his heeles, and free his baule on his fiſt. Now the Alarums of 
warre no longer take up his thoughts ana time, neither doe rhe drums and trumpets, 
and the ratling peales of thunder of muskers ana cannons,diſtradt his dayes pleaſures, 
orcut his nights ſweet {leepes and ſlumbers in pieces. He is not addi&ed to women, 
but hates them as much as they love men, hee ſpurnes at love,and (ina diſdainfull con- 
tempt thereof) tearms Yenwa VVhore, and her {onnte Cupid a boy, and which is worſe 


| a baſtard, in aword, he profeſſeth himſelfe tobe as great,and as mortall an enemy to 


beauty, as beauty is many times to chaſtity, and never thinkes himſelfe happy, but 
when either he is out of womens company , or they not inhis. He is ſo farre from any 
affeQing marriage, as he pittieth it in others, and for ever abjures and dereſts it in 
himſelfe, he compares fingle life to roſes and Lilyes, and wedlocke tobryars and thy- 
les, and therefore inthe higbeſt and ſublimeſt degree, ſcornes to have any wife or mi- 
ſtreſle in his houſe, to over maſter him. 

Bur it is not for mento preſume to point out their owne deſtinies : fithwe arc but 
the ſlaves of time, as time is the ſervant of God, and therefore (inthis regard ) our 
actions are ſubje& to Heaven, nottoearth, and ro Gods appointment, rather than co 
our purpoſeszor to preſuppoſe and think the contrary, isa preſumprion, every way un- 
worthy of a man, Ge farre more of a Chriſtian, fith nature is ſubje& to grace, and 


'out earthly paſſions and reſolutions muſt ſtill ſtoope toa ſacred power , and ever ſub- 


mit au1 proſtrate themſelves toa divine providence, and ſupernaturall predominancy: 
it is therefore folly, not wiſedome: and ſimplicity; not diſcretion in De Mora gene- 
rally to proclame hate to women, for that he is the ſonne of a woman, or to maligne 
and difdaine marriage, in regard heis the fruit and off-ſpring of marriage, for thus to 
violate and pull downe the temples and altars of Love, is obſtinately to oppoſe na- 
ture, and prophanely to ſubvert the inſtitution of God himſelfe in Paradife, bur hee 
ſhall not continue long in the clouds of this error. 


In acleare and ſweet morning (as ſoone as Aurora lept from thewatry bed of _ 
an 
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and purpoſely retired herſelfe to give way to approaching Phebws, (who in his fiery 
charior, with his gliſtering beames began to ſalute and guild the tops of the higheſt 
woods and mountaines) De Mora attended by balfe a dozen of his domeſtique ſervants, 
goes into the fields to hawke and hunt, where having killed one hare, and ſer UP anpo- 
cher, all his ſervants left him alone, and with'the hounds purſue the hare, who trip- 
ping through the Jaunes and chickers, the hils and valleyes, at Jaft leads them ſuch a 
dance, thar in lefle than an houre, his ſervants and his dogs were a little league out of 
his fight, whereat being exceedingly offended and angry, and farre the more , for that 
he was left all alone, he not knowing how to paſſe or delnde away the tediouſreſſe of 
the rime, fate himſclfe downeupon the ide of a faire hill, at the foor of a plcafant 
groveof becch, and cheſnut trees, whoſe curled rops ſheltred bim from the ſcorching 
rayes of the ſunne, and there takes delight to behold how many frequent wirdings , 
and turning meanders, the neighbouring chryſtall river made in thar pleaſant valley, as 
alſo to ſee how ſweetly the troops of ſnow-white feathered ſwans, proudly ruffled their 
plumes, and diſported themſelves therein, in their Majeſticall and ſtately bravery,and 
how many malitious Fowlers,both in boars and on the bankes of that ſweet River, were 
curiouſly watching with their fiery pieces ro murther theſe innocent warry gueſts who 
frequented tÞere, and alſo how the patient Anglers (with their treacherous hookes 
and baites) betrayed many harmelefſe fiſhes, to their undeſerved deaths. When De 
_ Moys, (impatient of his ſolitarineſle) liſtening with His earce, if he might cither heare 

the loud cry and voyces of his hounds,orelſe the ſhrill rebounding ecchoes of his ſer- 
vants hunting hornes: hee looking up roward:the skie, beheld a heron , ſoftly ſoaring, 
and proudly hovering over his hcad, as'tfftic came purpoſely to bid defiance to De Me- 
78, and his goſhauke which be held on his 6K, and confequently todareand chalenge 
ittoanairy combat; whereat De Mora being exceeding glad, and diſdaining that his 
hawke and himſelfe ſhould bee thus outbraved by ſo ill aped and unmannerly a ſea 
fowle; hee ſpeedily rifethup, and (betwixt choler and pleaſure) lers flye his hawke 
at her ; but the heron ſtretcherh her pinnions , and packs on her feathered failes ſo 
nimbly and proudly, that ſometimes ſoating aloft inthe aire, ſometimes ceſcending, 
and ſtill looking backe with ſcorne on the goſhawke, as if ſhee purpoſely tooke de- 
light and ſport, to ſeewhat infinice toyle and paine, this malicious and ravenous 
hawke tooke tO ſurpriſe and deyoure her, ſo the ſwifterthe heron flew from the hawke, 
the ſwifter the hawke redoubled her flight, and rugged away after her, when ir being 
unpoſiible for De More to reclaime his hawke, either with his hola's or lure, at la 
both hawke and heron flew quite our of his ſight, and which is worſe, he was ſo un- 

fortunate, as never afterhe could ſceeither of them againe. 

De Mora being firſt highly diſpleaſed and offended for the abſence of his ſervants 
and hounds, hee 1s now doubly enraged with griefe and choler for the loſſe of his 
goſhawke, and therefore curſeth the heron for thus ſeducing and betraying her away 
from him ; when wearying bimſelfe torun from hill tovale to have newes of her, and 
inthecnd, ſecing both his labour and hawke loſt, he betakes himſelfe to the aforeſaid 
grove, and (with much diſcontent and choler) firſt caſting his hat and lure to the 
ground, hethen likewiſe caſts himſelfe thereon to repoſe him, till attending and ex- 
pedting his hunters. 

He had not remained there above halfean houre , bur cloſeby him paſſed an aged 
countrey Gentleman, indifferently well apparrelled, witha very beautiful] young gen- 

, tlewoman following him, clad ina crimſon taffeta pericoate , and waſte-ccate trim- 
med with ſilver lace, with a large cur-worke plaine band, her flaxen haire adorned 
with many knots of white andcrimſonribbon, covered with ablacke ciffres vaile, ba- 
ving a roling amorous eye, ( the true index of deſire and luſt) her ſnow white painting 
breaſts open, bur only a little hiddenand overvailed wirh curious tiffney, whoſe white 
purity, ber pure white paps (enterveined with azure) infinitely out-braved and _ 
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led. She bad her waiting maid atrending on her,and he a ſerving-man bearing his cloak 
and rapier after him, who that morning were ſome three leagues from his owne houſe 
ro take the freſh aire in that pleaſant and delitious grove, withour the bedge where- 
of he had left bis coach, this countrey gentleman I ſay, paſſing by De Mora, and well 
and perfe&ly knowing himyhe according to his duty,and the others merits,reſpe&fully 
{ſaluted him by his name, and the young gentlewoman who followed bins , likewiſe 
gave him a low and graceful courteſie. De Hora ſurpriſed with the ſuddennefle of their 
arrivall, and the {weertnefle of theſe their falurations, riſethup, and having firſt ſalu- 
ted him, and kiſſed her, he praies his pame, who tels him that hee is a gentleman thac . 
dwelt ſome three leagues off, tearmed Emanuel de Curſoro : De More demands of him 
if this young gentlewoman be bis kinswomanor his daughter, who-teis him ſhe is his 
daughter ; when De Mora againeenquires of him, if ſhe be married-or no, and what 
nameand age ſhe is of, Curſororeplics that ſhe is unmarried, of ſore twenty yeeres of 
age, and her nime Bell;nda, De Moraagaine tels him,that be is very bappy inhaving fo 
ſweer and faire a young gentlewoman to his daughter, whereat the father ſmilerh for 
Joy, and the davghrer bluſheth for baſhfulneſſe and modeſty. De ora againe: queſti» 
oneth Curſors, if any buſineſſe brought him thirher that morning, who tels himhe had 
no buſineſſe , but only came thither with his danghter to take the aire, and that hee 
had lefr his coach without the hedge, ſo they walke together ſome turnes in this plea- 
{ant grove, and from thence De Afora could not poſſibly refraine from gadding and ga- 
zing his inamouredeyes, 0n the roſes and lillies of Bellindas ſweet and delicate beau- 
ty ; when De ora acquaints Cwrſoro with his misfortunes,how that morning he came 
forth a hunting, that he bad loſt bis menyhis bouuds , and his bawke, and thatrhis 
three houres he was there left alone, and had ho newes of them , they together make 
many walkes, turnes and returnes- VWhen De More, led by the luſtre of Bellindas loves 
ly attra&ive,and rolling eye, he eyer and anon proffereth to lead and condud her by 
the arme, the which C»rſoro modeſtly, and, reſpe&tully excuſerh, as holding it roo 
great an honour tor De Horato give, and his daughter toreceive : here Curſors profe- 
reth De Mora tolend him his coach tocarry him home to his houſe, bur De Mora free- 
ly and thankfully refuſerh ir, and in counterexchange of this courteſie, proffereth Cur- 
foro and his daughter to accompany and condu@ them totheir coach, the which un- 
deſerved kindneſſe, Cuzſore modeſtly refuſeth of him, Thus (in point of honour and 
courtehe) they along time ſtand ſtriving and complementing, tillat laſt De Mora hea- 
ring the cry of his hounds, his importunity vanquiſheth Corfon's modefty, and ſo,will 
or nill, he conducts him to his coach, and likewiſe leads bis daughter Bellinds by the 
arme 2nd hand, and by the way doth ar leaſt ufurpe , and ſteale many amorous kifles _ 
from the cherries of her ſweer lips, and damaske Roſes of her pure and delicate cheeks, 
whercat ſhe is more admired then pleaſed. As they are thus going towards Cwrſoro's 
coach, De Mora's hounds and ſervants arive all ſweating and blowing, who(inredemp- 
tion and requitall of rheir long ſtay) doe preſent their Lord and Maſter with a brace 
of hares, anda wilde white fawne which they bad kitd , whereof he being excceding 
g12d, hevery joyfully beſtowes'the hares on Curſors, and the white fawne on his faire 
dzauzhrer Bellinda, who from thenceforth, he ſweares ſhall bee his miſtreſſe, and his 
love z Curſoro is too modeſt, and his daughter too baſhfull to accept hereof, 
'{o theya long time refuſe theſe his preſents, with many dilatory and complemen- 
tall excuſes. But at laſt De More findes out a meanes and medium to reconcile 
this difference, according to his owne will and defire; for hee peremprtorily 
ſweares ro Curſore, and his daughter Bellinda, that they ſhall receive theſe poore 
preſents from him, and that in requitall hereof, hee will ro morrow come over 
ro his houſe, and eate his part of them to dinner with them; upon which con- 
dition and tearmes, Curſoro thankfully receives the _ and likewiſe cauſeth bis 


daughter Bellinda to doe the ſame by the fawne, the Which (with a very low _ 
| obs 
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obſervant courteſie) ſhe dorh : ſo he conduas them on to their coach, and by the 
way wrings her by the lilly whitehand, plaics with the looſe trefſes of her fiveer haire, 
her bluſhing cheekes, dimpled-chinne, downie paps, and Alabaſter necke , when ra- 
king leave of Cwrſoro, and a ſolemne conge of his Eve daughter Bellinds, which hee a- 
gaine ſcales and confirmes'with many new kiſſes, they take coach and away, and De 
More with his ſervants and hounds returnes home to his houſe. 

Thus'in a little time wee ſee an extraordinary alteration, yea a wonderfull change 
and mecamorphoſis in de 34274, but whether more ſtrange or ſuddaine I know nor , 
for inthe morning he went fortha free-man, and now before night, comes home a 
{lave, and a captive. Heretofore he ſpurned ar love, and diſdained beauty, and now 
the very firſt ſight of our faire Bellizds ſers fire to his blood , and flames to his heart : 
ſo that his old blood is paſſionately and amorouſly inflamed with this new beauty, for- 
merly he(inderifion) tearmed Cup:da little boy,now be helds him tobe a great God, 


then hecalled Yewea Whore, but now he tecants that Arheiſme, and repents himſelfe - 


of that blaſphemy, vomited forrh againſt herdiety ; and tearmes her a celeſtiall and 
ſacred Goddeſle;,' yea now in his heart and thoughts, heere&s alrars to the firſt; and 
conſecratesall his vowes to the ſecond. The fmall and ftreight waſte of his honoured 
Bellinda, rogetherwith her ſparkling eyes, and ſweet cheekes and bluſhes, doe amaze 
his mind, a& wonders in his heart, and caſts his thoughts intoa confuſion of many 
amorous raptures and extafies, yea the confideration of her ſweet youth, and the re- 
membrance of her freſh and delicate beauty, doe (in his conceit): ſeeme to make his 
age:young, and ro give thelye to thoſe infinite number of white haires, which rime 
had: fnowed on'his head , aud-fowrea'vn ti>bcard. He a thouſand: times repents 
himſelfeof his former errourandecrime in'living ſo long ſingle, and is now affured and 
confident, thar'there/isno carthly pleaſure , or heavenly delight, comparableto the 
heart-raviſhingkiſſes and embraces of his fweer Bellinds: he is ready to lay downe/all 
his-lands; and life arithe feerof hericommands and4ervice, and eſteemes both ofthem 
too-poore, for the'parchafing of ſo ineſtimiable a Jewell; whom: ( in his determina- 
tions ahdrefoharions) he hath already ad the Queene of his heart, and confir- 
med andcrowned the Soveraigne'Empreſſe'ot his ſoule, and the ſacred Goddefſe of 
his defires and affeRions. Hethinks nor of the great diſparity and Antitheſis berwixt 
his declining age; and her fragrafitand/flouriſhing- yourh ; norwhat an unequall dif- 
ference, and diſproportion-there is betwixe his fifty (ix, and her twenty yeeres. 
Hee will not- conſider: what: a:poore Sympathy and palpable Antipathy there is be- 
eweene ſich a January and ſuch-a May, but'diſdaines to center into conſideration 
with himſelfe, that he.is'evety- way fitterfor. bis grave, than her bed, and for death , 
than marriage z yea hee flatters' himſclfe fo farre in his affe&tion to her, as be hopes 
hee ſhall beeithe/joyfull Farher of many ipretty children by her, ſo that hee is ſo 
deepely endmoured with the&ſweet youth | of our Pellinds, and this Þcart fo faſt 
chained and entangled in'rhe treflesof her'haire, and the lures of her alluring beau- 
ty , that hee upon his firſt fight of her-inceſſantly thinkes of her by day, dreames 
of her by nigbe, and'neither-thinkes nor dreames of anything bur of her, and of his 
love to her :- ſo now- hee: advancerh and raiſeth the ftandards of Yerw and Cnpid , 
as high as ever hee formerly deje&ed ther, and delights in nothing more, yea 1 
may truly ſay, 'in nothing elfe ;' bur in feafting his'ey2s and ſurfeiring his hearr 
-upon the: heavenly Zdea of her Angelicall face and feature, hee thinkes fo much of 


" love, 'asif he were:now wholy compoſed of love, andj therefore purpoſely made ro 


love Bellinds, and none bur her-. His hawkes and hounds are now as farre our of. his 
mind:/as hee is. out of himſelfe, and no other delight or recreation whatſoever 
cailtake' up any: place in his heart or thoughts ,: becauſe love hath already rane up 
all. He revokes:to mind, how 4facarens was' transformed into a Bird, for ſpeak- 
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tormented. in love, but rbat the greateſt Cn In and Kings of the 
world, (and as ppetsaffirme, the Gods themſelves) have beene ſubjeed, and vanqui- 
ſhed with this paſſion, and ioconſirained themro make it their chiefeſt delight and 
glory roadorn: the temples and altars of Cupid, with the oblacions of their fighes , 
and the ſacrifices of their tears. | 

Thus our De Morabeing (atthe firſt fight wholly enflamed with love towards his 
faire and beautifull intended miſtrefle Bellinds, hee to ſeeme farre younger than hee 


ts, beeis ſovaine in his 3ſfe&ion, as (contrary tO his cuſtome) hee ſhaves his beard, 


delights himſelfe in an a(h-colour ſattin ſuit and cloake, with a white Beaver far,and 


#harband of Diamonds, a rich plaine cut-worke band, and a paire of greene ſilke 
ſtockings, with garters and roſes laced with filver, ſurable thereunto, and fo to per- 
forme bis promiſe to Cwrſoro, takes coach the next morning , and rides over tohim , 
bur. rot ſo much to tafte of his good cheare, as to feaſt his enamoured eyes on rhe 
delicicus. rarities and dainties of his daughter Bellinda's beauty, where hee findes his 
cntertainment and'good cheare, at {eaſt roequalize, if notto exceedhis birth, ranck, 
and expectation : but this.is not the end, and obje& of bis vifir, nor the ſumme and 
riod of bis defires ; dinner being ended, hee acquaints Cwrſerowith his affeRion to 
his daughter Bellinds, and his ſuit to ſegke and obtaine her for his wife. C#rſoro won- 
ders that fogreata Lord ſhould deſcend ſo low from himſelfe ro ſeeke ſo meane a 
young Genriewoman as his 'daugbter in marriage. But finding Pe Aſ078to bee in 
carnelt, andnot+4n jeaſt, and underſtanding that his age was deepely and paſſionately 
cnamoutedof her youth and beauty, hee; therefore thankes bim for that undeicrved 
honour of bis, promiſeth. birs hic beſt afifterce rowards his daughter, and gives bim 
nodeſpaire, butall > 0 ge afſurance ,'thar hee (hall ſhortly ebtaihe and enjoy her 
for his wife. Ds 4for# having thus won theaffeRion and conſentof:the Father, hee 
now ſcekes tharx-of the daughter, hee takes yon io his parlour, where, ofan old 
many hee playes the young oratour and lover, and inſweet tearmes, and ſugred phre- 
ſes and fpecches feekes to gaine ber forhis wife , but: Zeliinds more conſidering De 
Morshis age , than the greatneſſcof his nobility or eſtate, ſhee bires the lip, and 
hangs the head at this his motion, yea, and'ſcemes to be as averſe, as be was forward 
inthis his reſearch, and purſuir. Her father layes his commands on her to embrace 
this march and noother,heconjures het now'to confirm, and not to caſt away her good 
fortunes in marrying this great Noblemamand voves that he wil for cverrenownce her 
for bis daughter, it (hediſobey bim bercin, ſo beconduRs her. into the arbour of his 
;Zarden, and there freely and courteouſly againgives De Hors the opportanity and be- 
 pefit toſpeake with her,and the defired happineſſe to kiſſe her, but Bellindais as much 
perplexed in mind, as they are obſtinate in their motion towards her , when (compo- 
ling her countenance, rather to ſorrow than joy, and to mourning:than mirth) ſhev 
makes a modeſt exouſe toher father, gives noabſolute or peremptory denyall ro De 
ora, but fairely and diſtreetly craves of-both of thema monerhs time of reſpite to 
reſOive onthis great buſinefle, which ſhe ſaith, ſonuch imports her happineſſe ar ber 
miſery, hcrcontent or herafflition, whichanſwerandrequeſt of hers, both ber father 
. and De More finding fo full of diſcretionand reafon, they ſeverally grant, and joynr- 
lyconlent to give her, but in all this iaterim, ſuch was De Afore's deare and: tehder af- 
- fetion to Bellindg, that be viſits her many times in- perſon, and very often with his 
rich gifts andpreſents, as holding itno irregular way, bur+a pertinent and prevalent 
courſe, firſt to makea breach ina young ladyes mind and affeRion, and then to enter 
- and take poſſeſhon, both of her body andof her ſe}fe. 1 
But before I proceed further in the narration and progreſle of this hiſtory, I muſt here 
unlockeand teveale a ſecret myſtery to the reader of no ſmall conſequence and impor- 
rance; for he muſtunderſtand, that our Bellinda is not fo chaſte as faire,nor fo honeſt as 
 hereducation, youth and beauty preſuppoſe and promiſe her tobe, far her mother be- 
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being dead, and her father giving ber too much liberty , and too little vertuous coun- 
{ell and exhortation, ſhe for two whole yeeres hath bin in love witha pocre, yer with 
a very proper and reſolnte young gentleman, of ſome twenty five yeeres of age, being 
ancighbour of her Farhers, named Don Fernando Paiwra, who being deepely enamou- 
red of her, had Jaine ſocloſe, ſo conſtant and ſo ſtrong a fiege ro ber chaſtity; as (not 
toconceale the trath) firſt unknowne to her father,then to P* 4fors.,and next co alithe 
world, he had unparadiſed her of her maiden-head, and under colour and hope of mar- 
riage, had very often tane his luſtfull uſe and pleaſure of her body; but his meanes'be- 
ing very ſmall, and her belly not growing great, ſhe was not yet fully reſolved , but 
therefore ſtill delayed to marry bim; true it is, that her farber Curſoro was formerly ac- 
quainted with Palurs's affetion and defire to marry bis daughter, bur as heretofore 
his poverty made him reje& him fer his fonne in law, ſonow the conſideration of De 
Afers's great wealth and nobility, makes him fully roidiſdaine him, and'commands 
his daughter likewiſe ro doe the ſame. Bur ſhe not confidering/the premiſes, and lo- 
ving Palurs's youth, as much as ſhe hated De Mora'sage; ſhee! was nevertbelefleſo in- 
conſtant by nature,and fo proud and ambitious by ſeias ſhe could find jn hertheart and 
reſolution, rather to bea rich Lady, thana poore - Gentlewoman, and fo ro leave Pa- 
lurs to eſpouſe, and marry De Aora: bur firſt her eximeand: her conſcience makes her 
ſend for Palurs, and ſeriouſly to conſider and debate hereonwith bim, which they doe; 
ſo Palura perceiving by Bellindas lookes, and obſerving by herſpeechesthar De 4ora's 
wealth was farre more powerfull with her, then bis poverty ; and chat ſhe nocwithſtan- 
. ding ſtillaimed to keepe him for her husband, and himſclfe for her” friend, bee at laſt 
tels her, that he will conſent and. conens himſelfe that ſhes ſhall marry Don <lonſd de 
Mers, conditionally that ſhe will firſt faithfully promiſe him, tograut and:performe 
him three requeſts, and articles. So ſhe bids bimpropoſe them — ras the which hee 
doth to this effe&:Firſt,that he ſhall ſtillhave the uſe and plebſureof herbody;as here- 
| tofore, andas often as he pleaſeth : ſecondly;that from time ro rime the ſhatl beſtow 
ſome competency of De Aoras wealth on bim,to ſupport his weake eftate'and pover- 
ty : and thirdly, that if De Horadye before him, that within three:moneths after his 
death, ſhe (hall chen marry him. | 7" LOT nr; | 
W hich three unjuſt demands, and ungodly canditionsof Palure's, his ſweetheart 
Bellinda (betwixt ſighes and ſmiles) immediately grants him,yea,ſhe ſeales them with 
many oathes, and confirmes them-with a world of kiffes, and-to adde the more piety 
(1 may truely ſay, the more prophaneſle) to this their contra and attonement, they 
fall co the ground'on their knees, and invoking God. and his Angels for witneſſes 
hereof, they with their hands and kiſſes, againe ratifie and copfirme it : but poore fin- 
full ſoules, how doth Sathan abuſe yau, and your intemaperate and laſcivious luſts be- 
tray you ? for God will not be mocked, and his. holy Angels cannot bee deluded by 
theſe your blaſphemies and impieties, for you ſhall in the end ſee with griete , and 
feele with repentance, that this vicious league, and abſccene contratt of yours, will 
produce you nothing but ſhame, miſery; and confuſion of all ſides. 
By this time is Be/l:ndas monerh expired, which the gave her Father and De Mors 
' for herreſolution of marriage; and now doe they both of them repaireto her, roun- 
derſtand and receive it, when her prideand ambition, having farre more prepared and 
difpoſed her tongue, than her affection, ſhe(as if ſhe werea pure Virgin, yeaz'a Diand 
for chaſtity) making a low reverence to her Father, and a greatreſpefull courteſte 
to De Mora, delivers her reſolution to them in thsſe rearmes : that in humble obedi- 
enccto her Father, and true affetion and zeale to Pon Alonſo De Hora, God hath now 
{o diſpoſed her heart and mind, that ſhe is reſolved ro wait on his commands, and to 
be his hand-maidand wife, whenſoever be ſhall pleaſe romake bimſelfe her Lord and 
husband. This anſwerof Bellizds is ſo pleaſing to her Father and ſo ſweet and deliti- 
ous to De Mera, that. inacceptanceof her love, and requiallof her conſent; he _ 
er 
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hermany kiſſes, and then claps a great chain of pear}, enterlaced with ſparkes of Di- 
amends, about her necke, and anexceeding rich Diamond ring on her finger , and fo 
moſt ſolemnly contracts himſelfeſto her, and within eight dayes after,in great pompe, 
ſtate and bravery marries her, whereat his kinsfolkes and friends, and all che Nobility 
and gentry of theſe parts do very much admire and wonder, ſome condemning his folly, 
in marrying ſo poore and young a Gentlewoman,, others praifing and applauding her 
good fortune, in matching with ſo great and rich a Nobleman. | 

Here we ſee the marriage of De ora and Bellinda,buit we ſhall not goe farre before 
we ſcewhat ſharp and bitter ſweet fruits it produceth ; for here truth gives a law to my 
will, and ſo commands me to relate and diſcover, that he is too old for her youth, and 
ſhe too young for his age, yea here I muſt crave excuſe of modeſty toaffirme, that the 
is {0 immodcſt,as ſhe finds him not to be ſo bold & brayec a cavallicr as ſhe expeRed,in 
regard his beſt performance to her, conſiſts only in defire. Thus being in bed together, 
whiles. hee turnes to his reſt, ſodoth ſheero her repentance, but ſhee knowes how to 
repaire and remedy this her misfortune , for whiles her husband De More only kiſſeth 
her, ſhe inher beart and mind, kifſeth and embraceth her young and ſweet Palura, who 
many times comes over inſhew to viſither husband,but ineffedt ro ſee her, and as for- 

merly; ſo now he laſciviouſly diſports and wantonizeth with her, and (ina word) very 
often performes and as that part of love to her, which her old husband cannot. Now 
within lefſe than two:moneths of their marriage, De Hora ſeeing that he is not capable 
ro deſerve, much lefe to requite the dainties of his wives youth and beauty, and obſer- 
ving alſo, that by degrees ſhe begins to diſreſpe&and ſleight him, and yer thar ſhee is 
very pleaſing, andpleaſanct eoall Gentlemen who aboord and frequent his houſe, as 
firſt heedoted on her; now hee growes jealous of her, and ſo far forgets his difcretion 
and himfelfe, that he curſeth all thoſe who(in right of the lawes of hoſpitality, civility 
and honour) come to kifſe her, but more eſpecially Palurs, who he ſees is ſooften at 
his houſe,and fo frequently converſing with his yongLady,as at laſthis ſuſpition maks 
him jealous, atd his jealoufie confident, that, with roo much libertyand diſhoneſtie, 
heuſurpes uponchis free-ho[d, and diſhonoureth him indiſhonouring his bed, and de- 
filing his wife, the which to diſcover, he begins to reftraine her of her liberty, fothat 
ſhe ſces,and grieves to ſee her ſelfe to be in a manner as much her husbands prifoner, as 
his wife, yea he ſers many eyes over her, as ſo many ſentinels ro watch ber and her aQi- 
ons,and for himſelfe, his jealouſie gives him'more cyes, than ever 47gw had, tocſpy | © 
out what familiarity paſt betweene her and her ſweet heart Palurs, Bellinda takes this 
diſcourteſy and hard meaſure of her husband in very ill part at his bands, yea ſhe bites 
the lip thereat, and though outwardly ſhe ſeeme to grieve and ſorrow, yet inwardly ſhe | | 
vowes torequite and revenge it ; he is ſo jealous of her, and ſo feareftll that ſhe plaies 
falſe play with him,that as ſoone as ever Palurs comes tohis houſe, bee carries his eye 
and earc every where, to ſee if he caneſpie and hearken our, his, & his wives love-rricks 

together, yea hee is ſo curious inthis queſt, and ſo vigilant and turbulent on this his [ 
reſcarch and difquifition, as if hee delighted to know thar, whereof it were his bappi- 
nefſe tobe ignorant,or as if he bad an itching deſire to make bis glory prove his ſhame, | 
and his content his aflition and miſery. But as milde and ſweet perſwaſion is ever- 
more capable and powerfull to prevaile with women than conſtraint, ſo our faire Be!- bs 
linds is ſo: diſtaſted with the Lunacy , and with the phrenzie and madneſle of this her 

husbands jealouſie,that ſhe no ſooner ſees her Falurs arive in her ſight and preſence, Jer 
bur (deſpight of his ſuſpition and feare) ſhe is ſo obſcene in her Juſt, and ſo laſcivious " 
in her affe&ion towards him, that ſhe takes pleaſure to ſeeke pleaſure, and extremely 
delighteth ro ſeeke and find delight with him, which (according to her former lewd 
promiſe,and ungedly contra&t)ſhe often doth. Now this fooliſh young couple (be- 
ing the obliged ſcholers of Capid, and the devoted*votariesof Feyw) thinke to bec th 


as wiſe as they are lafcivious in theſe their amorous . pleaſures, for knowing = 
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diſcretion makes lovers happy, and that ſecrecy is the true tonchſtone, yea the very life 
and ſoule cf love, they therefore eſte&me and keepe the ſecrers thereot as it they were 
facred,and think that no morrcall eyes but their own can ſee or know it: But yernocwith- 
ſtanding all this, De Moras jealous feares in the detection, are ſtill asgrear as their carein 
the prevention thereof, for the yery next nighr afcer Palurgs departure from his houſe. 
he purpoſely abſenreth andexcludeth his Wite from his bed, and che nexc morning.cal- 
ling her intothe Garden after him, and cauſing the doore to be ſhur, he then and here, 
(with lighrning in his looks and rhunder in his ſpeeches) chargeth her of adultery with 
Palzra. Bac chis young ſtrampetr his wife Be//inda, at the very firit hearing of thisf:d and 
unexpetednewes, difſembles fo artificially with her Hasband, and fo prophanely with 
God, as ſeeming to difſolve and melr into teares,ſhe purgeth her ſelfe hereof, with many 
ſtrong vowes,andcleereth Pglars with many deepe affeverations. Bur this fanatick Ty- 
rant, and frantick Monſter jealoufie, (which for the moſt parr, we can {e|dome ornever 
kill before ic kill us) had wroughe ſuch ſtrange impreſitons in the brains, & ingraven fuch 
extravagant chimoera's in the hearc and beliefe of old De More, that (notwithſtanding his 
wives oaths and tears ro the contrary) he yer ſtill vowesto himtelfe, and her, that ſheis 
guilty of adultery with Palura, and therefore chargeth her that henceforth the dare not 
ſee him, or receive him into her houſe or company. Be/tieds hereat (co give her husband 
ſome content in her own diſcontent) makes a great ſhew of ſorrow, ard an excreame ap» 
parition and exteriour apparance of griefe : ſhe ſends for her tather Curſoro, acquaints 
him wich the nnjuſt wrong and indignity which her Lord and Husband hath offered her, 
and prayes himto interpoſe his authority and judgement with him for their reconciliari- 
on; who ſeeing himſclfe ſolicited and ſought to by his own blood, andby lis daughrets 
hypacrifie, beleeves her robe as innocent as her hnsbandDe Mora thinks her guilcy of this 
foule crime of adultery with Palnra, and ſoundertakes to ſolicit and deale with his fon in 
lzw Dez Mora to that effe&, which he doth, but with no deſired ſuccefle , ſothat finding ic 
co be a knotty and difficult buſinefſe, and upon the whole no lefle than a Fereulean labour, 
becaute of De Morgs wilfall obſtinacy , and perve:ſe credulity : he therefore prayes for 
both of them, andrhns leaves them and their difference rorime and to God : and upon 
chele unfortunate termes doth old De Mora, his young wife Bellizda and their marriage 
now ſtand. 
 Inthe meme time Bellindz, (who ſuffers doubly both in her pleaſure and her reputar. 
on) is not yet ſo devoide of ſenſe, or exempt of judgement, but ſhe will ſpeedily provide 
for che one, and ſecure the other. To which effe& (ſeeming ſorrowfully obedient ro her 
Husband) ſhe thinks it not ficthat her Pa/ura ſhould for a ſeafon approach her houſe or 
her ſelfe ; wherefore by a confident meſſenger ſhe ſends him this Lerter. 


BELLINDA to PALURA. 


Y Huiband bath diſcovered our affetions , aud is confident thatd love thee farre better thav 
kimſelfe, wherein ar he i nothing deceived, ſo I conjure thee by the preſervation of thy fidelity 


. ond honour,to forbeare my houſe and ſight for ſome two moneths,in which interioz 1will u'e my cbiefeſt 


ert, aud the utmoſt of my poſeible power to calme the ſtormes and tempeſts that jeatonſie hath raiſed 
3s him. $0, be thow but as patient as Twill be conjtant, and T hope alittle time ſhall end our languiſh- 
ing, aud againe work our contents and defires; for though thou art abſent from me, yet I am ſtill pre- 
ſent with thee, and albeit my Husbaud De Mora bave my body, yet Palura, and noxe but Palura 
hh my heart, as knoweth God, to whoſe beſt favonr and mercy, 1 affe lionately and zealovſly recoms- 
meed thee. | 
BELLINDA. 


Palura receives this Letter, andalthough he ferch many deepe ſighes ar the reading 
thereof, yer hee gives it many {iyeet kiſſes for her ſweer ſake who writ and ſentir ow 
Ffrf : 
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he knowes not whether he hath more reaſon to condemne De Mor as jealonfie, or ro com- 
mend his Lady Bel/inds'saffeftion and conſtancy to himſelte, and becauſe he reſolves ro 
prefer her content and honour equally wich his own life , rherefore hee will diſpenſe 
with his luſtfal}, and laſcivious pleaſures for a time , purpoſely to give her beauty and | 
merits theirdae for ever. ſoin requitall of her affe&tionate Letter , he (by her own me(- 
ſenger) returns her this kiade and curteous anſwer. 


PALURA to BELLINDA 


Il Am as ſorrowfull that thy husband De Mora hath diſcovered our affeGions, as truly joyfull that 
thow loveſt ene far better than himſelfe, wherefore to prevent his jealouſie and equally to preſerve my 
fidelity with thy honour, and thy honour with my life, know ſweet and deare Bellinda that thy requeſts 
are my commands, and thy will ſhall eternally be my law, in which regard Iwill refraine thy houſe all 
zhy long prefixed time, and ſo forbears to ſee thee, but wever to love thee, becauſe thy ſweet and divine 
beauiy, is ſodeepeh ingraves in my thoughts and imprinted in my ſoule, that the farther I tranſport 
72y body from thee, the weerer my afſeFion brings my heart to thee. Twill adde my chiefeſt wiſhes to thy 
beſt art, awd my beft prayers to thy chiefeſt power, that alittle time way work our contest and deſires : 
bat becan(ethere is no torment nor death to languifſhing, wor no laugniſhing to that of love, therefore 
T ſhell think every moment a moneth, aud every hore a yeere before we againe kiſſe, andimbrace : 
conceale this Letter of mine from all the world with as much careand ſecreſie , as 7 ſend it theewith 
fervent Zeale, and tender affeFion. 


ParuRk aa. 


The peruſfall of this Letter and the affe&ion of Poa/ura demonſtrated in this his reſolu- 
tion, makes Bellindgas glad, as the jealouſic of her Lord and Husband De More ſorrowfull, 
and now ſeeing his rage ſoreaſonleſte, and bis malice and obſtinacy fo implacable to- 
wards her,ſhe abandoneth her ſighs and tears,reſolves to make triall of a contrary experi- 
ment, and ſounder a female face aſſuming a maſculine courage and reſojution, ſhe {lights 
himand his jealouſie,as much as he doth her and her levity,and bears her ſelfe more high» 
ly and imp=rioufly cowards him than eyer ſhe did heretofore, but this animoſity of Zel- 
linda produceth nor that good effe&t which he expeRs from her Husband De Mora, for he 
attributing thispride of hers to proceed from ſome bad counſell given her by w3ion Pa- | 
lars, ic doth the more inflame his jealoufie,and exaſperate and ſet fire to his indignation, 
both cowards her and him. ] 

Whiles Zellinda ſtands upon theſe tearms with her Hasband De Mor, hisbrains (as ſo 
many wheels and ſphears) are incefſancly rolling and wheeling about the Orbe of jealou- 1 
fie,to finde out the marrow and myſterie of this laſcivious teague betweene his Wifeand 
Palura, in the agitation and conduction whereof, he is as ſecrer, as ſhe ſimple and incon- { 
{iderare, his policy isco finde ont any letcer or letters of Polurs to her,and her Cloſet and TI 
Casket are the only places as he ſuppoſeth for her to hide and conceale them in. So on a 4 
Monday morning , as his Lady Beltjedz is gone to the Pariſh Church'to heare Maſle, hee if 
purpoſely ſtayes at home to effe& this his ſecret intent & purpoſe,and then very privately | Y» 
enters her chamber,and his jealouſie makes him ſo induſtrious of lock- ſmiths hooks, and tl 
inftraments to open any lock. Sohe cfolyes to try and open that of her Cloſer, | 
which when he was on the very pointo do,caſting afide his eye, he ſees the Tawny Da- | hi 
mask Gown which his Wife wore the day before, wherefore he flyes to it to ſearchand | ot 
rifle che pockets thereof for her keyes, Now Bellizdar haſte and devotion to the Charch | L 
wasſfo great, as both ſhe and her waiting Gentlewoman, had forgotten the keyesof her | ar 
Clofer and Cabinet, and lefc them in one of the pockets of her ſaid Gowne, where her | D, 
husband De Mora finds them, whereat being exceeding joy full, he claps up his hooks and | de 


inſtruments, and (with equall j=aloufie and haſte) opens firſt her cloſer, then her cabiner, | mt 
| wherein 
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wherein leaving nothiog unſearched, he ar laſt findesche very fame Letter of Palarato 
his Wife Bell;ada, which we have formerly {eenand underitood,the whici (as rae richeſt 
relique ofher heartand the mo{t precious j2well of her content andatfeQaion, the hid ſe- 
cretly enſhrin:d and treaſured up in.a ſmall crimfon fatin purſe embroydered with gold. 
He reads it ov<r againe and agajyes but for that which ſaid, I (hall chink every moment a 
monerh, and every hourea ygge before we againe kifſe and embrace, this line, I ſay, 
his excreme jealouſfie makes ttm to reade over at leaſt as ofcen as it hath ſyllables, for this 
Lecter and this branch of this Letrer confirmes his jealoufte, and now makes him fully 
affired and confidear, that his Wife and Palra have defiled his honour, and his bed, by 
commitriaz adultery together ; when vowing a ſharpe and ſpeedy revenge hereof, he 
(wich a pancing hearc, and trembling hand) layes the velver purſe againe ia the cabiner, 
chea locks ic,as alſo her cloſer and chamber doore, having farit lefr che keyes agata in the 
pocket ofhis Ladies gowa,and ſo comes down into the hall, among his ſervancs, as if he 
were happy to know that, which ic is his miſery, becauſe he cannot be Ignorant thereof. 

By this time his Wife the Lady Bellind: is returned from Church ; he dines with her, 
and yet he cannot diſſemble his diſcontent and malice againſt her ſo artificially , but that 
ſhe obſervesſome diſtemper in his looks, and extravagancy in his ſpeeches; but ſuch isher 
pride,as ſhe i3 no way either curious or carefall thereof, nor as much as once ſurmiſech of 
what he had now performedand ated. Dinner being ended, as ſoone as ſhe berakes her 
ſelfe ro walk in the allies , and arbours of her delicate garden, her husband De Mora, and 
his jealous and bloody refolurions are walking a contrary way ; he 1s ſo netled with jea- 
loufie,and ſtung tothe heart with malice and revenge; as he aſcends to his armoury,takes 
down an excellent ſword and belt,acaſe of pocket Piſtols,cach whereof he chargeth wirh 
two ba!lets,cals for Emmaexel de Ferallo his Ladies Gentleman-uſher, who was a very pro- 
per young man both of his perſon and hands, bids him to cauſe twoof his beſt great ſad- 
dle horſes ſpeedily tobe made ready , and wils him to accompany him to the Towne of 
Arraiallos. Ferello performes this order of his Lord, and then rels him thathe will go in- 
to theGarden.and acquaint hisLady and Miſtris with his abſence,and to receive her com- 
mands before his departure, but his Lord commands him to the contrary, and neither co 
ſee or ſpeak with her ; ſo they take horſe and away. Now within halfe an houre after, che 
Lady Bell;zda returns from the Garden, andanderſtanding of their departure, who (in 
regard of the ſaddenneſſe and unexpectation thereof) knowes not what to fay or think 
thereof, or whither, or about whac buſinefſe they are gon ; bur ſhe neicher once dreames 
nor conceives ſo much asa thought, that her husband. De Mora had found her ſweet heart 
Palurg's Letter, muchlef[e that he had any malicious or deſperare atrempr,ſo ſuddenly ro 
pur ih execution againſt him for her regard and cauſe, as to ride to Arraiallos tohim, to 
fight with him,. Ob: 4 


The yourh and beauty of his young Wite and Lady Bel/inds, arming him wich jealou- 
fie, and chisjealpuſic with irreconcileable malice and revenge againſt Palyrg, he cruelly 
reſolving.to make his body and life pay deere for it, rides away towards his houſe neere 
Arraiallos, and taying ſome balfe a quarter ofa League from it in a faire green meddow, 
ſends his.man FeraZoto him , and prayes him ſpeedily to rake his horſe, -and come Tek 


wich him there,abour a buſinefſe which much imports his good, Fere//o (knowing leaſt o 


this quarrel], whereof his Lord and Maſter De More thought moſt) finds out Don Palurg at 
his hoaſe,and inreſpe@fullcermsdelivereth him his meſſage, which Palvrannderſtanding, 
his guilty conſcience makes him exceedingly to doubr,and wonder of De Xors 5 intenti- 
on and reſolation herein; but his laſtfall heart and affeftions, looking more on the young 
Lady Belſinda the wife, than on the old Lord De Mors her husband, he ſpeedily (withour 
any ſervant of his) rakes horſe and rides away with Feral/o tohim in the meddow, where 
De Mora (or: horſe-back) impatiently atrended his comming. Salatations being here en- 
ded betweene them, (which Palzra obſerves in De Aors to bee more ſhort thancere- 
monious.and more ab;upt than reſpeatfull) De XLors _ = Man Fera//o to him, and 30 

\ 2 Fatciy 
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vately commands him to ride a meddow or two off, and not to dare offer either to ſtir or 
draw, whatſoever he ſee paſſe berwixe him and Pal#rs, the which his Man Ferallo obeyes, 
bur with mach wonder and admiration what this buſinefſe might meane or produce be- 
rweene them. Here De Mora very paſſionately and cholerickly , chargeth Palurafor abu- 
fing and diſhonouring of him, by committing adultery with his wife Belinda, the which 
Palnratetorts tohim asafoule ſcandall,and falſe afperſion,and (as an honourable Gentle- 
man) in his ſpeeches and anſwers to De Moys, makes his own innocency, and his wife the 
Lady Bellindzs chaſtity very apparent and probable : but theſe feigned excuſes and falſe 
oathes and ſpeeches of Paturs do no way fatisfie, but rather the more incenfe the jeatoufte 
and inflamethe malice and revenge of De Morag againſt him , whereupon heſhewes him 
hisown Letter, and with much bitternefſe and vehemency demands him ifthat his own 
hand writing do not palpably convince him of adultery with his Lady. Palura is amazed ar 
the fight ofthis his Letter, ſo char bluſhing for ſhame, he cannot here yer reiraine from 
looking pale with griefe and anger therear, neverthelefſe he will not be ſo ingratefall co 
the beanty and affeion of Beliads to think that ſhe hath berrayed him, by delivering up 
this his Letter to her Hasband, bar rather (giving a good interpretation and conſtruction 
co the purity of her intents and affeftions towards him) he beleeves with confidence, 
that he had finiſterly and ſurreptiriouſly betrayed her thereof, whereupon to fortific her 
reputation,andto vindicate and cleere hisown innocency,he (with high words and loud 
cracks) proteſteth this Lerter to be falfe,ſuborned, none of his,and chart it was written by 
ſome Witch or Deyill, and ſentby ſome treacherous enemy of his, purpoſely to affrone 
him, and to diſgrace his yertaons, chaſte, and innocent Lady Belliad4s; but theſe feigned 
palliating excuſes of his,cannor paſſe carrant with the jealoufic and revenge of De Mora, 
who now (to reduce conterplation into ation) tels Pa/xrg that nothing but his death 
can Expiate and fatisfie this his crime, and therefore (on horſe-back as he was) drawes his 
ſword, and bids Palvrs dothe like. The which Pglvrg hearing and ſeeing, he equally for 
the preſervation of Bellindss honour, and his own life (asa brave and generons Gentle- 
man) likewiſe drawes, as highly diſdaining to have his youth and courege outbraved by 
this old Cavallier : bur here before they begin to fight, Palurawith many ſtrong reaſons 
and pathericall perſwaſions, againe and againe prayes De More to deſiſt from the combar, 
and to reſt ſatisfied with the cruth of his Lady BePz#dar honour, and his own innocency in 
this their ſuppoſed and pretended crime of adultery : bur he ſpeaks to the winde , for De 
AMorgreturns him blowes for words. 

The event and fortune of this their combat on horſe. back is, that in two ſeycrall 
meetings and incounters,.Pa/zrs hath received no wound, but given De Mors two, the 
one in hisneck,and the other in hislefr arme, whereofhe bleeds ſo exceedingly as he be- 
gins to deſpaire of the viory,and with his Piſtols to provide for his own ſafety andlife; 
they by a muruall conſent divide themſelves alittle diſtance off to breathe. When Pglurs 
reining his horſe alittle too trait, 8 his horſe being hot 8 farious, and by meer ſtrengrh 
and force turning round, De ſors with his watchfall and vigilant eye taking the advan- 
tage of this favourable accident, (when Pglvrs neveronce dreams or thinks of Piſtols) 
ſpeedily puls his two Piſtols forth his pocker, and moſt baſely and treacherouſly, wich 
the firſt ſhoors him thorow the head, and with the ſecond into the reines of his back, of 
which morcall wounds he preſently fell off from his horſe dead to the ground, having 
neither the power tro repent his fins, nor the grace or happinefſe to pray unto God for 
the ſalvation of his own ſoule, and thus was the untimely end, and lamentable death of 
this valiant young Cavallier Palers, | 

De Mora ſeeing Palwradead, and having more reaſon outwardly to rejoyce in this his 
vitory, than inwardly inthe canfe and manner thereof, he waves his handkerchiefe to 
his Man Ferg//o to come to him (who was an eye witnefſe and ſpeQator and Co-mate) 
which hee preſently doth to whom he ſpeaks thus, firſt acquaint Pabvrgs ſervants in his 


houſe, that I have ſlaine their Mafter ina duell, then ride home and tell my Wife che 
. | Lady 
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L ady Bellings, that I have fſenc her Ruthan and adaulcerer Po/urg to Heaven,and within [ix 
dayesafrer come away tome to Lisbone, whither I am now poaſting, when throwing 
him ſome gold for his journey he rakes leave of him and away.aad at che very nextTown 
drefſeth his wounds which prove hopefull and nor dangeroas. 

Now doth Feralto (accordinz to his Lords commiſſion and order) informe F alyras 
ſervants ofhis death , and of his ſaid Lord and MaſtersviQtory, bur (for his honour and 
reputations ſake) conceales that he baſely and treacherouſly kild him with his Piſtols : 
they are extremely ſorrowfull for this his misfortunate end : ſo whiles they ferch home 
his breathlefſe body, and prepare for his decent buriall ; Feralho returnes home and truly 
and punqually relates to his Lady Be/zed the ifſue of this combare ; as alſo of his Lord 
De Moras ſpeeches which he commanded him co tell her, who poore Lady is all in teares 
for the death of her lover Palura, and well ſhe might in regard ſhe loved him a thouſand 
times dearer than her own life, {2 upon the receir of this ſforrowfall newes, ſhe ſhars her 
ſelfe ap in her chamber , and for many dayes rogether, hergriefe and lamentations for 


his death are fo infinite, as ſhe will admit of no company, counſell, or confolation what 


ſoever, ſhe confiderecth how deeply the misfortune of this diſaſter will ſcandalovſ]y re- 
fle& on her honour, and fall on her repatation, and therefore yowes to require Paluras 
death ſeverely, and to revenge it {barply on the life of her Husband Dez Xora who was his 
murcherer, at leaſt when ſhe ſhall be ſo happy, or rather ſo miſerable co ſee himretarne 
co her from Lisbohe. She exceedingly wondreth at his ſecrer malice, and ſadden indig- 
nation and reſolution towards Pa/xrs, but more at the cauſe thereof,and from what poinr 
of the compaſſe, or part of hell this fatious winde ſhould proceed, when art laſt having 
nothing elſe capablero comfort her, or to'give truce to her teares, bur rhe fight of Pale- 
rar aforeſaid Letter ſent to her, the which 1n render affeftion to him, ſhe for his ſake had 
ſo often pernſed and kifled ; ſhe therefore paſſionately and penfively fliesto her cloſer, 
and with affetion and ſorrow to her cabinet to feaſt her eyes with the fight, and rode- 
light andcomfort her heart with the perafallthereof, when (contrary to her expe&ation) 
ſhe findes the letter raken away , herother papers diſplaced, and her jewels rever{cdin 
her cabinet, and then ſhe knowesfor certaine, thar it is her husband De Mora, who had 
thas rifled her cabinet, and who had bereaved and robbed herof this ſweet Letter, 
which (next to Palvrgr fight and preſence) was the chiefeſt Joy ofher heare, andthe 
ſweeteſt felicity and content of her minde, the which confidering , ſhe therefore abſo- 
lately belecves, that the deceQtion and perufall ofthis Lerrer, was the ſole cauſe ofher 
Lord and Hasbands jealoufic.as that was of her ſweer > al#rar death, wherin indeed ſhe is 
nothing deceived, for ſome ſix weeks after, he retarns home to her from Lisbone,where 
(infavour of his Noble birth and difcenr, of his many = friends, and ofa huge ſamme 
of money) he (in abſenceof the Yicersp) had obtained hispardon, from che Chamber of 
that City, and the very firſ ſalutations that he gave his Lady Zen2a, (the which, Iknow 
not whether he delivered ro her with more contempr, or choler) was thus. = : 
Minion Cour he) how many prayers and orayſons haſt chou ſaid for the ſoule of thy 
Ruffian, and adalrerer Polzra? when ſhe beingexceedingly galled to the heart with theſe 
his eandalous ſpeeches, ſhe yetto juſtifie her own honour and innocency difſembles he? 
griefe for Polurac death, as mach as her jealous Hasband triumphs and infalts cherear,and 
ſoframes him this ſhort reply; that Pa/ura was not her adulrerer,bnr a Gentleman of ho= 
nour, and therefore ſhe beſought God ro forgive him his ewn heynons ſin and execrable 
crimefor ſo fouly and baſely martheringof him. De Morg netled with this his Ladies 2po- 
logie and juſtification, which he knew to be as falſe as her, and 2avro: crime of adultery 
was true, heproducerh this I:tter toher, then reads it her, andtn a greatrage and fury 
immediately reares and burns it before herface ; now although the fight and knowiedge 
of this letter, 23 2!fo her Husbands burning therof doth exceedingly vexand perplex oor 
Lady Belinads, yet ſhe was herewith no way daunted, bur againe very boldly rels him;thar 
ſhe cannot preyent any Gentleman to write and ſend heraLetter , and __— 
Fo, conclufion 
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concluſion of this hisLetter ro her had ſimply and finiſterly mentioned kiſſesand embra- 
ces, yet ſhe peremptorily vowed and ſwore to him, the firſt had not exceeded the bounds 
of civilicy,vor the laſt violared the lawes and rules of honour, fo wiſe and politick was ſhe 
in heranſwers, and fo falſe and hypocricicall in her juſtifcation rowards her husband. 


The which he well obſerving, and underſtanding, as alſo wich what a pleaſing grace 


ſhe ſpake ir, his o#n laſtfull age, yer ſtill dotingon the freſbneſſe of the youth and beaury 
of this his young wife, ſeeing thar Palura (who was the cauſe and objeR of his jealouſie) 
was now removed and dead, he therefore for the preſervation of his own honour and re- 
purati 5n In that of his Ladies, doth content himſelte fo far as to bury the greateſtpart of 
his diſcontear and jealoufie agaialt her,in the duſt of oblivion, or in that of Palura's grave, 
and tothat end he affords her his cable ſtill, and his bed ſometimes, as if chat obligation of 
courteſie, would reclaime her laſcivious thonghts, and againe call home her wanton de- 
fires tochaſtiry and honour, neverthelefle the berrer ro effect and compaſſe it, he much 
reſtrains her of her former liberty , and debars her the company and ſight of all Gentle- 
men whatſoever that come to his houſe. A peeviſh cuſtome, which the hasbands of 
Spaine, Portugall,and Italy, tyrannically uſe cowards their Ladies, whereas contrariwiſe 
the Ladyes and Gentlewomenof England and France,are far more happy,becanſe more 
chaſte and honourable towards their Husbands 1nufing, andnot abuſing this their liber- 
ty and freedome. 

Bellinds viith a watchfall eye, and a wanton heart obſerves theſe paſſages and com- 
portments of her husband De Moratowards her, and in obſfervinglaughesat _ : but 
becauſe her laſcivious minde inceſſantly els her, that there isno hell co that of a diſcon- 
' tented bed, therefore hatinghis age as much as be loves her youth, her Palurabeing dead, 
ſhe forthwith reſolves tro make choice of another loyer, and at what rate ſacever not to 
trifle away her cime, and her youth idely, but to paſſe it away. in the amorous delights of 
carnall voluptuouſneſſe and ſenſuality. To which, effe& miſling of other, Gentlemen (and 
therefore enforced ro make ayertue of neceflity) ſhee forgetting her ſelfe and her ho- 
nour makes choice of Fers/loher own Gentleman-uſher,a man every way as proper as ſhe 
is faire, and as well rimbred as ſhe is bequrifull, and neere of her own years, which as yer 
hadnot exceeded one and twenty : to Ferdlogherefore ſhe freely imparts her affeQions 
and favours, who as freely receives andas joyfully and amorouſly entertaines both her 
and them, ſo that, to write the beſt of crutch and modeſty, I muſt here aftirme, char as he 
wasformerly his Ladyes UIſher,now he makes himſelf bis Lords follower;and (unknown 
to him) very ofcen ties her ſhooe-ſtrings and rakes up her mask and gloves for her, and 
many times when the old Nobleman is afleepe, then this ignoble couple of unchaſte lo- 
vers are waking to their obſcene pleaſures, and ſecretly facrificing up their laſcivious de- 
fires to wanton C#pid the ſonne,. and to laſtfall Feavs the Mother , bur chey (ball fiade 
wormewoad intermixediathis honey, and gall in this ſugar. | | | 

For three moneths togerher.our Be/linda the Milſtris, and Fera/lothe Man , drowne 
themſelves in the impiety of theſe their carnall delights and pleaſures, as.if they made irc 
their felicity and glory'to continue the practiſe and profeflion thereof, .bft at therend 
and expiration ofthis time, as cloſe as they beare this their adulterous familiarity from 
De Mora,it comes to his knowledge by an unexpected accident and means,for the Reader 
muſt underſtand,that Fera/ls was heretofore diſhaneftly familiar, with his Lady Bellindas 
waicing Gentlewoman named Heyrogia, whom (ander pretext and colourof marriage) he 
had many times uſed, at. his laſcivious pleaſure, ſo that Herodia ſeeing that Ferallor affeRi- 
ons were now wholly tranſported from her ſelfe toher Lady B//inda,and thar he lighted 
and diſdained her,to embrace and adore the other, ſhe is ſo inraged with j: alouſic at the 
knowledge and confideration thereof, as ſhe cals acoanfellin her heart and choughts, 
what to do herein, how topreventir, and againe how toreclaime , and regaine Ferallo 
and his affetion, from her Lady ro her ſelfe, and ſhe is ſo inflamed with jealouſie ro- 


wards them, 4s ſhe can reape nopeaceby day of her minde, nor reſt by night of ot our 
efore 
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before ſhe have effected ir; ro which end, having ran overa whole world of remedies ard 
expedients, ſhe art laſt reſolyes on this, to acquaint her Lord and Maſter De Mora with 
chisunchaſte and obſcene familiaricy, berweene his Lady Be/linda and her loyer Feralle, 
and her rape i3 ſo oucragious as with infinire malice andceleriry thee performes it. At 
whichanexpeRed and unwelcomed newes, our old Lord De Mora hath now his heart a 
new ſet on fire with jealoufie and malice both cowards his Lady, and her aſher Ferallo, ſo 
that he as ſoone beleevesas underſtands this their adaltery without eyer making a ſtand 
either to conſider the ruth, or roexamine the circumſtances thereof, wherenponto make 
ſhort work, and to provide a ſpeedy remedy for this unfortunate diſaſter, and diſeaſe ; 
he withouar ſpeacing word of it, either to his Lady Be/finds, or to Fergllo, ſuddenly ca- 
fheereth him from his houſe and ſervice, and in ſuchdifgracefull manner, as he will-nor 
fo much as permit him to know the reaſon hereof, or toſee, or rake leave ofthis Lady and 
Miſtris,and from thenceforch De Mors lookes on her with mfinite contempt and jealou- 
fie. Foritgals him to the heart, firſt co remember her diſhonour, and diſhoneſty with 
Palura, and now far more to know that ſhe is doubly guilty thereof with her owne do- 
meſtick Servant and Gentleman-uſher Fersl/o; wherefore hee againe reſtraines her 
of her liberty, and hisjealouſfie fo far exceedes the bounds of judgement, and the 
limics of reaſon, as hee will difficulcly permit her to ſee any man, or any man to ſee 
her, bur as rivers ſtopped doe ſtill degorge with more violence, and oyertiow 
with more impetuoſity, ſo Bellizda takes this new jealoufie of her old husband , 
and this ſudden exile and baniſhment of Ferga/lo her loyer and Gentleman-uſher 
in extreme ill part, and (after ſhee hath wept and fighed her fill thereat , ſhee then 
beleeves the prime and originall cauſe rhereof, roproceed from the malice and jealonfie 
of her waicing Gentlewoman Herodia: wherefore being infinitely deſpighred and in- 
cenſed apainſt her;ſhe (in her dearelove and atfettion to Feralls) to require her husbands 
courteſie, very diſcourteouſly turns her away, and forever baniſheth her, her houſe and 
ſervice, and to write the truth, Fers/lolikewiſe in hatred and malice to Herodia.will from 
chenceforth neicher ſee nor ſpeak with her more. But to verihe che Engliſh Proverbe, 
that love will creepe where it cannot go, alchough De More baniſheth Feral/o from his 
houſe, and reftraineth his Lady Be/lzada of her liberty in his houſe, yer ſometimes by day 
and many times by night, they(by the aſſiſtance of ſome ſecret agents or Ambaſſadours of 
love) doin the arbours of the Gardens, andinfome other out roomes of the houſe yery 
amorouſ]y meer, and moſ laſcivioufly kifle and embrace together. They hold many pri- 
vace conferenceson their unlawfull affe&ions,, and many ſecret conſultations apon their 
unjuſt diſcontents : fo at laſt bothof them joyning in one wicked heart and minde, and 
(as matcers are ſtill beſt diſtinguiſhed by their contraries) finding each others company 
ſweet, and their ſequeſtration and ſeparation bitter, they ſo much forget their ſelves and 
their ſoales, and fo much flye from Heaven and God, tofollow Satan and Hell, as both 
of them beleeve andreſolve , they can have no trueor perfe& content on Earth before 
Dz Mor be firſt ſentto Heaven; now upon this bloody defigne they agree, and upon 
this helliſh plot they fully reſolve, only the gordian knot which muſt combine and linke 
faſt this foule buſinefle is, that De Mora being dead, Bellinda muſt ſhortly afrer marry her 
Gentieman-uſher Ferallo, whereunto with as mnch joy as vanity ſhee cheerefally con- 
ſenteth, when they are ſo prophane as they ſeale this their ungodly contra with many 
oathes, and ratifie and confirme it with a world of kiſſes , and then ofall violent dearhs, 
they refolveon that drug of the Devill, poyſon;:{o without either the feare or grace of 
God, they of Chriſtians metamorphoſe and make themſelyes Devils, and Feraobuying 
the poyſon, Bellinda very ſecretly and ſubrilly in diet drink and broath adminiſtrethican- 
toher Lord and Husband De Mora,which being of a languiſhing vertne and operation, he 
within lefſe than foure monerhs dies thereor, when with mach coſt and a wonderinll 


__ exteriour ſhew of grief and ſorrow, ſhe gives him a ſtately funeral, very an{werable to the 


laſtre of his name, andthe qualiry of his dignity and honour , but God in his due time 
will 
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-£:.' will pull off the: mask of this her monſtrous hypocrifie, and infernall prophaneſſe. 

F wo « Our jealous old Lord De More being thus layed and rakedep in the duft of his 
 - - untimely grave, his joyfull forrowfull widow the Lady Belizds, according to her pro- 
miſe, tothe griefe of her Father C#yſoro, tothe wonder of Stremos, and che admiration 
of all Portugall, marries wich chis her Gentleman-uſher Fers/o; but ſuch laſtfull and 
bloody marriages, moſt commonly meer with miſerable ends. 

- For fix monerhs cogerher, Ferdllo day and night keeps good correſpondency in the 
performance of his affe&tions tohis old Lady and Miſtris, and now his new wife Zel/iads, 
andalchongb they are unequall in birthand rank, yer marriage havirg now made them 
equall, they mucually kifſe and imbrace with as much contenr as defire; but atthe end of 
chis ſmall parcel} ofrime ; fatiery of his uxorious delights and pleaſures makes him neg- 
le&full,and which is worſe contemprible therof,(a baſe ingraticude, bar coooften ſubje& 
romen of hisinferiour rank and quality,and which the indifcretion of Ladyes of honour, 
very often' payes deare for, as buying it many times with infamy, bur ſtill with repen- 
rance) ſorthat for een nighrs, and ſometimes for fifteene rogether he never kifſed or im- 
braced her; which unkinde ingraticude of his, and reſpeQlefſe pnvaluation of her youth 
and beauty, asalſoof her rank and means makes the Lady Belſzeds his wife tobe as hot in 
choler rowards him, ashe iscold in affeftion and love towards her. Bur to aſcenc to the 
head-ſpring of this his difcourteſie towards her , and ſotofetch and derive ir from its 
own proper original], we muſt know that Feya/{o was ſo vitious, inconſtant, and baſe. as 
now he is deeply in love with a newwaiting Gentlewoman of his Ladies named Chriftali- 
va, a ſweet young Maiden, of ſome eighreene years of age, tall of ſtature and fl-nderof 
body, and whoſe beauty was every way ascleere and pure as hername, and yer whoſe 
maiden-head (with a few rich preſents and many poore flattering oaths and falſe promi- 
ſes) he had ſecrerly purchaſed and gotren from her; yea his affe&ion was fo feryent ro 
her tharpartofthe day-could nor content his luſtfull defires, bur he forgers himtelfe fo 

far,*as before hiv Ladies noſe; andalmoſt in her ſight,he muſt lye with her whole nighes, 
and which'is worſe, almoſt every night wichout ſo much as once thinking of his own 
wife the Lady Be/l##dz, or cither loving what ſhe cared for, or caring for what ſhe loved. 
Bar Bellteda eſteems her ſelfe roo good a Gentlewoman, and roo great a Lady to be 
thusont braved and diſgraced by a Taylors Sonne, (for ſo was Fergtho) and therefore con- 
fequently her heart is roo well lodged;and too high fixed and ſeared in the degree of her 
high diſcentthustoreceive ard ſufferan affront, by a man of ſolow a beginning and fojg- 
noble'z qualicy andextraQion ashe was,and whom ſhe hadraifcd from nothing, and con- 
ferred and honoured him wirh her aff: Qion, and bed, and of her ſervant made him her 
husband, when for the ſpace of fix monerhs together having continually uſed the beſt of 
her art,andthe chiefeſt of her power, her ſweeteſt perſwafions,and her moſt ſagredpray- 
ers nd ſolicitations tomake him abandon her Maide Chr;ftalize, and ſo again to reclaime - | 
himandhisaffeQion from hierto her ſeif, but ſeeing all her care vain, and her prayers and 
increaties cowardshim to prove frivolous, ſhee ar laſt (confulring with Saran, and nor 
with God)beginsco-affiune bad thonghts and revengetull malice againſt him, forthis his 
foule diffoyalty, -andbaſe ingratirvdeandinfidelity towards her : bu firſt before ſhe ar- 
cempts ir, her earbulenc and reſtleſſe5ealonſie, makes her reſolve to try another concluſi- 
on, which is topar off ehither waiting Gentlewoman Chrifts/7oo from her ſervice and at- 
tendance, in hope that Fera#oher hniband would then thereby likewiſe par off himſelfe 
and his affeQtion from her, bur this ptoje& and reſolution of hers reaps no ſuccefſefall if- 
fac according to her defires,bur receivesend, as ſoon as beginning. For heis ſtill ſo deep- 
1y enamovured and fo conſtantly affeted to ClrPoliue,as he willneither permit nor ſuffer 
Ir, butin defpice of his Lady Belheds; andofall her fighs,tears, and prayersto the contra- 
ry,hekifſerh her in her fight, and (cuſtome now making him licentiouſly bold and impu- 
dent) hein this his ſorriſh familiaricy with her; (ers her ar rable with himſelt and his wife, 
andin her preſence, and before her face;rearms her hjs dear,his love, and his as ron 
37 diſgrace 
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diſgrace of ſo unkinda vature, and diſconrceous 1 quality, as ſhe highlydiſdaines long to- 


ſuffer or digeſt ic at his hands. $5 thac (-eing no hope of amendment, and therefore de- 
| pairing of any reformation rhereof in him , ſhe reſumes her former bad and blaody 


; thoughts againſt him, and ſo peremprorily and definirively reſolves to murcher him. Her: 


' ealoufie makes her chus malicious, her malice thus revengefull, and her revenge thus 
bloody hearted and handed rowards him. She cannor be content ropace, but ihe willride 
aft to her contuſion by heaping crime upon crime, & marther romur!'her,ſhe harh for- 
merly poyſoned her firſt husband De Wore, and now ſhe refolyesro ponyard ro death 
Feralloher ſecond, «s if one of theſe rwo bloody finnes and crimes were not-enough capa- 
ble, ro make her as truly miſerable , as ſhe falſly thinkes her ſelfe happy, in che perfor- 
mance and execution thereof.Bur theſe are che bitter fraics of jealonfie and rhe ſharpe cf- 
fets ofchoter, maltce,and revenge which moſt commonly ſtreame and proceedfrom tr. 
Whiles thus her quondamGentleman-uſher,and now her nakind and difloyall husband 
Ferallo(wirhout feare or care)is wellowing in his beaſtly pleaſures and ſenſinaliry with his 
{trumpet Chriſtaling this his nngodly wife, and revengefall Lady Bellzuda (with 2s much ſe- 
crefie as rreachery ) is1a requirall thereof preparing of him a-bloody banquer , yea fo 
haſty is ſhe in her rage,and ſoourragious in this her revenge towards him,as ſhe wiilno 
longer be abuſed or defrauded by him, but thinksevery houre an age, before ſhe have dif- 
patched him for heayen. She will no more be controuled and over-maſtred by him who 
was formerly her ſervant,and who firſt reputed ir hisgreareſt happines co kifſe her hand, 
befare ſhe vouchſafed him the honour to kifſe her lips. or which is more, the felicicy to 
imbrace her in herbed. She now ſees with griefe, that he hath betrayed her in berraying, 
and conveying his affection from her ro her maid Chriſtalive, and therefore alrhowgh ſhe 
hath caſt away her favours on him, yet of the two, ſhe vowes rather to caſt away him than 
her ſelfe. Nograce, no religion, not her conſcience, not her fonle, nor the conſiHeration 
ofheavenor bell can difſwade or keepe her from this-her bloody purpoſe, or divert her 


from the perpetration of rhis inhumane and cruel] mnrther : butthevery firſt niche that, 
he leaves her maid Chriſtallivs and lies with her felfe, fhe (being purpoſely provided of a. 


very ſharp and keen razor, which ſhe put in one of her gloves, and claptiriander her pijl- 
Jow)at breake of day as he lay in bed ſoundly (leeping and ſnoring by her, ſhe az a devill 
incarnate cuts his chroar,and leaves him ſtruggling in thebed,and weltering in his blood, 
without once having the power tothink, ro ſpeake of God. 

Thus we have ſeen the bloody malice, and infernall fury and revenge of this execrahle 
young Lady Belhiada, in fo lamentable and cruelly murtheriog ber firſt and 01d husband 
De Mors, and now her young one Ferallo, and becauſe the perpetrationoftheſe her inhu- 
mane crimes and fads are ſoodious to God, rthartheir knowledge hath already pierced 
rhe clouds, and their fight aſcended tothe ſacred preſence and tribunall of God, rhere- 
fore his all-ſceing,andall-potent glorious Majeſty, being as imparriall in his judgements, 


as divine in his decrees, hath already ſharpred his ſword of jaſtice, and made ready hie 


arrowes of revenge, ſpeedily to inflict and give hercondigne puniſhment for the ſame, 
yea and far ſooner than either ſhe thinks or dreamee thereof. Pg | 
She having thus difparched this bloody bufines, and ſeeing her husband Ferg!ls lis 
breathleffe in the bed by her,ſherifeth np and the berter to colour out,and overvaile this 
her inhumane and monſtrous villany, ſhe takes this her dead husbands knife ont of his 
pocker,and goring ir all in his blood, ſhe leaves it on hispillaw by him thereby ( with as 
much hypocrifie as treachery) to inſinuate a beleefe and confidence inthe opinion of all 
men,that he had there murthered himſe!fe,and that infallibly he was the anthor and aQor 
ofthis his own deplorable death, which having performed, ſhe rakes on a fine cleane hol- 
land ſmock, end puts off her cambrick one that (he wore, which as a fatall marke of her 
crnelty, and a prodipgioas banner of her inhamanity , wasall ſtained and engrained over 
with her hosbands blood, and wrapping it up very cloſe together, ſhe therein likewiſe 
enyellops and cnwraps her bloody razor,and alſoa two pound brafſe weight, — the 
Gege etter 
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better to makeit finke,for ſhe reſolves that very morning to throw it intoa pond: foſfe- Þþ 
cret is ſhe incontriving,and ſo policick in the concealing of this her cruell faft. The morne | 
advancing tofix of the clock, which was dark,clondy andobſure,as if(by the ſecrer appoint 
ment, and ſacred providence of God ) that che Sunne ( with his gliſtering beames ) ab- | 
horred to behold ſopitrifall and lamentable a ſpeCtacle. Blinds hath no fonner apparel- | 
ted her (elfe, bac erinmphing in this her falſe victory and blpody conqueſt,and giving the | 
murthered bady of her husband a farwell, compoſed of many curſes and execrations, ſhe | 
fofcly ifſuecth forth, clapping her bloody ſmock and razer in her pocker, the which (to 
make ſure worke ) ſhe had tied faſt with one of her blew filke garters, then lockes the | 
chamb2r doore , and very fecretly-and ſurely conveyes and throwes in the key within | 
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fide, and then deſcends to the garden, where calling Helkns ( another of her waiting 


Genclewoman to her )(he bids her fetch her prayer book, and chus away ſhe goes towards | 


their pariſh.Church of S. 1#/;2ss on foot, which by computation was ſome halfe a ſmall 
league diſtant off their houſe, and forbids any man ſervant to waite or attend on her thi- 
cher. She is not a furlong off, but the morecloſely to finiſh her defigne,ſhe there purpoſe. 
ly ſends away her maid Hellezzs to the pariſh-Church before her with this invented and 
colourable errand to ſeekeont her own Prieſt, father Sehaſt;av,and to prepare him then to 
ſay maſſe to her, che which He/lens doth. Now the midway betweene her bouſe and the 
Church isa gregt deepe pond, by the which ſhe is topaſſe , bur alittle before ſhe drawes 
neere ic,a —- old maimed Souldionr, being caſhiered trom the Gariſon of the Caſtle 
of Caftcayes(named Roderigo)rravelling cowards his home,and ſeeing thisLady all alone, 
and obſerving the {weernes of her beauty, and the richneffe of her apparell,and atrire, his 
poverty inforceth and inconrageth him corequeſt and begge an almes of her , the which 
with much humilicy he doth. But the Lady Be//#adg's hearr and thoughts, were ſo much 
ſarpriſed and taken up with cruelty,as ſhe knew not what belonged to chariry,and ther. 
fore having other buſinesand windmiles in her head, ſhe is ſo offended with Roderigo's 
begging imporcuniry.as flatly refuſing to give him any almes, ſhe forgets her ſclfe fo far, 
23 in ſteed thereof,ſhe gives him many harſh words,and ar laſt ſends him away with ſome 
unkind and foule ſpeeches ; the which poore Roderige, tooke fo ill ather hands, thar ( in 
the fames of a Souldiour ) he once thought to have required it either on her perſon, or 
her apparell ; bue then againe (by her port and bravery ) deeming her to be ſome greac 
neighbouring Lady , who that morning had purpoſely left her followers to take the 
ſweernes of the aire,and therefore fearing his danger more than he loved his profit, hee 
abandoneth that cholerick and inſolent reſolucion of his, when taking his leave of her, he 
ſome two burs lengths from her betakes him to fit downe at the foot ofagrear Pine apple 
Tree, where he might ſee her, but notſhe him; and there looking after her with an eye 
of diſcontent andindignation, he be wailes his wants and hard fortune, and alſo condem- 
neth the obdaratenefſe of this unknowen Ladies uncharicable heart rowards him.and in- 
quiring afterwards of a milke-maid which pafſed by what ſhe was, he is informed thatſhe 
isthe Lady Belfieds,widdow to the dead Lord 4lowſo De Mera, and now wife to Don Ema- 
exell de Feralle, who hereat dothnot a little both grieve and wonder,that forich and great 
a Lady was guilty of ſo much uanchearicablnes. By this rime ſhe being arived to the pond, 
looking about her , and beleeving that no mortall.eye had ſeen her ſhe therein throwes 
her bloody ſmock and razor (which as formerly I have Gid ſhe had tryed faſt together with 
one of her blew ſilke garters) and the ponderofity of the'brafle weight made ir inſtantly 
to finke to the bottome, whereofſhe being infinitly joyfull, away ſhe trips ro the Pariſh 
Church,and there heares Mafſe, and mumbles out many 4ve Msrier, and Pater nefiers to 
her ſelfe ; bue the whole world in generall,and che reader in particular may imagin with 
whata foule conſcience, and a prophane and ulcerated foule , ſhethen and there perfor- 
mes this her devotion. 
Now although this our wretched Lady Bellinds have murthered this her ſecond hus- 
band Ferallo, with wonderfull fecrefie , and buried theſe bloody evidences _ 
; g 
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in che pond, wich ſuch admirable care and privacy , that ſhethinkes it wholly impoſlible 
for all che earth to reveale ic, loe if earth cannor, yet now Heaven will. $9 here before I 
proceede further,let me in the name and feare of God, requeſt the Chriſtian reader here 
co admire and wonder with me, at the mercy and goodnes, and at the providence and 
pleaſure of God in his miraculous dereCtion, and condigne revenge and puniſhmene 
thereof; for he maſt know andunderſtand, that ir ſeemes God had purpoſely brought, 
placed and ſeated this poore old weary majmed Sonldiour Rogerigo at the foot of this 
Pine Tree,to bea happy inſtrament ofhis praiſe, and a true Sencinell,and diſcoverer both 
for his ſacred juſtice and divine honour:for here although Belhieds carried away her hearc 
and charity from him,yet(as if guided by ſome heavenly power, and celeſtiall influence) 
Roderigo could not poſſibly carry away his eye from her, butas cloſely as ſhe threw this 
bloody cloth into the pond, he eſpies it, and which is more, very plainely and palpably 
diſcernes the whirenes and rednes thereof, when confidering and thinking with himſelfe 
that this gallant proud L:dz Be//izda might be as unchaſte and laſcivious as ſhe was faire, 
& as vitious as ſhe was young ;God(with his immediate finger)imprinted in his thoughts 
and ingravedin his hearc and mind, thac either herſelfe, or ſome one of her waiting 
Gentlewomen bad had ſome bailard, and that ſhe had murthered ir, and now throwen ic 
into the pond,and was ſo ſtrongly poſſefied of this conceit and beliefe, that neicher day, 
or night, nor nothing under Heaven could poſſibly beate him from ir, but for a whilcs he 
reſolves to conceale this conceitro himſclfe, as referring the truth thereof totime, and 
the iſſue to God, 

And here the order of cur Hiſtory calles us againe from Roderigo to BeHinda,who as 
ſoeneas M :tle is done , ( with her waiting Gentlewoman Heſ/lezs) returnes home to her 
hoaſe, and by that time chey arive there it is nine of the clock, where (putting a pleaſanc 
face upon her falſe hearc; and a ſweer countenance upon her ſoyled and ſinfull ſoule)ſhe 
preſently inquiresfor her husband Dow Ferallo, her ſeryants make anſwer that they have 
not ſeen him co day,and that they thinke he is ſtill in bed, whereat ſhe muſing and won- 
dering.,in regard he was not accuſtomed toſ]zepe at ſo highan houre, ſhe therefore ſends 
ſome of her ſervants to his chamber to ſee it he be ſtirring, but finding his chamber doore 
locked,and caliing aloud ro him they can get no anſwer from him,the which they returne 
and report to their Lady Bellinda,who ſeeming exceedingly to doubt and grieve therear, 
ſhe(far more perplexed in countenance than heart)aſcends with them againe to her hus- 
bands chamber, where they all call and knock aloud at the dore to him, and ſhe far louder 'F | 
than them all, bur in vaine, for ſtill they heare no neweseicher of him or from him,wher- | 
at ſhe begins (outwardly ) rotremble wich apprehenſion and feare, and ſo commands | 
them to force open the doore of his chamber , which they inſtantly doe, where they ſee | 
their Lord, & ſhe her husband Feraltoto lic breathlefſe in his bed, all begored and reeking | 
in Þi3 hot and warme blood, with his throat cur, whereat his ſcryants for true griefe, & his 
Lady Bellia; tor falſe ſorrow, make alamentable crie, and a pitrifull ont-cry in his cham - 
ber, which is over-heard in all the honſe, bur eſpecially the Lady Be/lieds her ſelfe,who fo 
artificially difſembled her joy,and fo paſſionately makes demonſtration ofextreme grief 
and affl:tion, for this deplorable death of her Lord and hasband, both to her ſervancs and 'S 
to God, chat ſhe isall in teares, and cannor, becauſe ſhe will not be comforted therear:they ji 
find the chamber doore locked, the key within fide, and his owne bloody knife on his | 
pillowand cherefore they eaſily reſolve and conclude thatthis their Lord and maſter q 
Fergllohath willfully made himſelfe away, and is undombredly the author of hisowne 
death, which opinion and refolurion of the ſervants, their Lady and miſtris Bellinds( ſe- | 
crerly co her ſeife)relifheth with mach applauſe, and approbation, and to make her affli- | 
Gions and forrowes the more apparant to them,and in them conſequently tothe world, | 
ſhe doth nor refraine from exceſſive weeping and ſighing. They leave the dead corps un- 
tonched in the bed, co acquaintthe criminall Corigidores of Stremos with this pitifull ac- F | 
cidenr, who come, and being amazed at this bloody diſaſter and accideat of Ferello, 
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- they viewing the infioity of his Ladicsteares, and the forrowfull complaints and excls- 
mations of his ſervants, as alſo conſidering their ſeverall depoſitions and examinations, 
and ſeeing they found his chamber doore faſt locked, the key within fide, and his owne 
bloody knife by him on his pillow , they all concurre with them in opinion abour the 
manner and quality of his death, and doe abſolutely beleeveand afiirme,rhar he hath deſ- } 
perately made himſelfe away, which opinion of theirs is preſently received, voyced, and | 
rumored in Stremos.,and in all the adjacent pariſhes and country : and yer many curious | 
wits(in regard of Bel/inds's yourhfuliaffetions,and wanton diſpoſition ) ſpeake very dif- 
ferently hereof. And now doth this our forrowfull young widdow, ( the betrer ro ſap- 
porc her fame and reputation to the world ) bury this her ſecond husband Ferg/lo with all 
requiſite ceremony,and decency. 

But as the juſtice, and judgments of God(conduRted by bis divine pleaſure, and inſcru- 
table providence )doth many rimes goe on ſlowly, bur ſtill ſoundly and ſurely, fo wee 
maſt here againe produce and bring torth oar lame old Souldiour Rederigoro att another 
part on the ſtage and Theatre of this hiſtory. He is ſtill the ſame man, and ſtill retzines 
his ſame former opinion, that undoubredly it was ſome dead child, or baſtard which he 
ſaw the Lady Be/lindato throw into the pond, and his heart inceſſantly prompted by his 
ſaſpiction,doth ſtill confidently ſuggeſt and affure him.that that bloody cloth of hers con- 
tained ſome fecrer, and invelloped ſome ſhamefull myſtery towards her, which he thinks 
all che water of the pond could not deface or waſh away : fo that he now underſtanding 
of hcxr husband Ferallo's diſaſterous bloody end, doth no way diminiſh, but rather every 
way augment this his ſaſpition and jealoufie hereof, We mult farther underſtand, thar 
Roderzzo(the better to refreſh his body, to repleniſh his purſe, and to repaire his apparel, 
ſtaies ſome three weekes in Stremos,andalthough he be a Souldiour and have his ſword 
by his fide, yet being out of action and pay,he is not aſhamed to begge the almes and cour- 
refies of the Gentlemen, Ladies and Gentlewomen both in and neere abour that City. 
Among the reſt underſtanding of the Lady Bellisda's great wealth and digniry,he there- 
fore hopes, that her new ſorrowes and mourning for the untimely death ofher husband 
willnow make her as compaſſionate to his poverty in her houſe,as lately ſhe was diſconr- 
teous and uncharicable to him in the fields:whereupon he repaires thicher to her, but for 
three daies together, he 13 not ſo happy to ſpeake with her, or to ſee her, bur being ſtill 

| preſt by his poverty, and againe emboldned by che conſideration of what he ſaw her caſt 
into the pond, he the fourth day finds her walking in the next meadow adjoining to her 
houſe, attended by two of her men-ſervants, and two waiting Gentlewomen all clad in 
mourning apparel]:when (with a boldneffe worthy of a poore diſtreſſed Souldionr)he ad- 
vanceth co the Lady Belinda, where (interrupting her private walkes,anddiftrating her 
ſecrer thoughts and meditations) he with much obſeryance againe begges ſome charity 
of her, whereat fhee being offended, becauſe her heart and mind neither choughr, nor ca- 
red for an old Souldier, bur were wholly fixed on ſome defired new Gallant young hus- 
band, ſhee very cholerikly diſdaines him and his requeſt, and with much paſſion and in- 
dignation (to uſe her owne words ) commandeth her feryants to ſee this bold beggerly 
Souldiour depart and pack away, both from her and her houſe. Roderigo hearing theſe her 
harſh and diſcourteons ſpeeches, and ſeeing her ſervants unkind uſage and entorcements 
towards him, he wich much diſcontent.and choler leaves her houſe,but(in requitall chere- 
of )vawes that hisrevenge ſhal not ſoſoon leave her:for this her ſecond affrone rot;im puts 
him all in choler and fire towards her, ſo that he vowes to God, and ſwears tohimſcife to 
uſe the beſt of his power, and to worke the chiefeſt of his wirs ro perpetrate her diſgrace. 
When ſecretly and effeQually informing himſelfe from others. that Don Gaſper de Mora, 
who was nephew, and generall heire to her firſt Lord and husband Dos 4lowſo de Mora, 
was at great variance and bitter contention in ſuit of law with his aunt Be//izd2 about ſom 
{ands, and much rich moveables and Utenſils which ſhe unjuſtly detained from him. and 
therefore that he would be exceeding glad coentertaine any invention or propoficion 
wharſoever, 
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whartloever, which might heave her out of the quiet enjoying and poſſeſſion thereof,and 
thereby procure her utcer diſgrace and ruine. He repaires tohim, and ſecretly ( yercon- 
{tancly)acquaints him ; that ſome three weekes ſince, and the very morning, that Dor 
Ferallo was round marthered 1n his bed, he ſaw the Lady Belkinda his wife to throw a white 
and bloody lianencloth intothe pond, which was ſome halte quarter of a league from 
her houſe : wherein God and his conſcience told him, ſhee had wrapt and drowned ſome 
baſtard infant either of hers,or one of her waiting Geatlewomans, adding withall that he 


could nor poſſidly have any pzace of his thoughts before he had imparted ittohim, to 


the end, that he might reveale ic ro the criminall jadges ( or Corigidores )of Stremos to 
hunt ouriand examine the trurh thereof. 

DowGaſpar de Mora doth as much rejoyce as wonder at this unexpeRed newes, and be- 
cauſe his inverterare malice to his aunt (in law)Be#inds perſwades him rather to beleeye 
than doubr ir,ther=fore(as malice 1s ſtil] natarally ſwifcand pronetorevenge)being con- 
fident of the cruth hereof, he leaves all other buſtnes, rides over to Stremos andacquaints 
the Corigidores herewith, and raking Roderigo likewiſe along with him, healfo failes 
not very reſolately to affirm?,and moſt conſtantly roconfirme it co them ; which theſe 
wile and grave judges underſtanding,they in honour to Gods ſervice and glory, andin 
true obedience to his ſacred juſtice (without any delay or procraſtination)take Dos Gaſper 
de ora the old Souldiour Roderigo,and ſome three or foure expert Swimmersalong with 
them,and with haſt and ſecreſie ſpeed away to the pond, wherein after thoſe Swimmers 
had b-ene 2 quarter of an houre, and curiouſly busked and dived in moſt places thereof 
to find ont ris cloarh, atlaſt{by the mercy and providence of God ) one of them diving 
far bettec chan che c<it,fees and finds ir, and frivimming with his left hand,bringsit aſhore 
in his right hand co the Corigidores, who much admiring and rejoycing thereat, cauſe ic 
preſently to be opened, where ( contrary to all tzeir expeRations, _) they find no dead 
child, bur(is we have formerly underſteod)a cambrick ſmock,as yet all ſpotred and ſtain- 
ed with blood,and tyed faſt with a blew lilke garter,and in ita very ſharp and bloody ra- 
zor, with abrafſe weight tyed in all this purpoſely to finkeit in the pond. The Corigido- 
res,Gaſpar d2 Mora,8: all the reſt,are amazed and aſtoniſhed at the fight of cheſe bloody e- 
vidences, when Roderigoagaine conſtantly ſwearing rothem,that he ſaw the Lady Bellinds 
(with her owne hand>)chrow this little I:nnen fardell into that pond, the very ſame mor- 
ning that her huzband Do# Ferallo was found.murthered in his bed ;zand the malicious cu- 
rioſicy of Gaſpar de More here finding the very two firſt and laſt lerrersof her name in the 
cambrick \mock,the Corigidores then concurre in one opinion (as ſo many lines which 
terminate in one Centre) that yet infallibly ir was ſhe andnoother, who had ſocruelly 
murthered her husband Feral/oin his bed. Whereupon taking this bloody ſmock,razor, 
and garter with them,they with much zeale and ſpeed poaſt away to the Lady Bellznds's 
houfe,to apprehend her for this her foule and lamentable murther, where cruell hearted 
and I:fcivious Lady, ſhe isſo far from the conſideration of grace, or the thoughr and ap- 
prehenfion of any feare,as ſhee feares none, and which is worſt of all, notthe power and 
jaſticeof God himſelfe for ſhe is ſo immodeſt in her heart,fo luftfullin her converſation, 
as (notwithſtanding her black mourning attire and apparel) thar her firſt hasband was 
buc lately dead,and now her ſecond not as yet cold in his grave,yer(with great variety of 
mulick)ſhee is here now in her houſe ſinging, dancing and. revelling with divers young 
Cavallicrs,and Gallants both of the Ciry and country, as if the had noother care,thoughe 
or buſines,but how tomake choyce of a third husband, who might amorouſ]y pleaſe her 
Iaſtfu!l eye and heart,and of no leſſe chan a paire of Paramaurs and fayorices who ſhould 
laſciviouſly content her wanton defires andaffetions, --: ? a; 

Bat theſe wanton vanities, and vaine and laſcivious hopes of the Lady Belinda will 
now deceive her:fornow the Lords appointed due time is come, wherein for cheſe her 
two horribl- marchers committed on the perſons of her ewo husbands, his divirie and fa - 
cred Majeſty is reſolved to powre-down his paniſhmenrs, and to thunder forth his judg- 
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ments upon her,to her ntrer ſhame and confuſion. The Corigidores reſolutely enter her 
houſe, and then and there cauſe the Sergeants to apprehend her priſoner, whereat being 
ſaddainly amaxed,and infinitely terrified, thee weepes, ſighs, and cries extremely. Bur 
thoſe Cavalliers,(I meane thoſe her ſuppoſed lovers, and prerended fayorites) who were 
there finzing and dancing with her, neither can or darecither afliſt , or reſcue her. Now 
che plumes of her pride and jollicy are ſuddainly dejeRed and fallen tro rhe ground, yea 
her muſick is turned to mourning, her ſinging to ſighes, and herdancing trinmphes to 
teares. The enormity of her crime cauſe theſe cfficers of juſtice, to ſee her conveyed to 
priſon, withour any reſpe of her beancy,or regard of her ſex and quality,where ſb: hath 
more leiſare given her to repent, than meanes how to remedy theſe her misfortunes. 

The next morning ſhe is ſeat for before her jadges, who roundly charge her for cruelly 
murchering her husband Dow Feral/o in his bed, the which with many teares and nathes 
ſhee ſtoutly denies, then they ſhew her thoſe bloody evidences, her cambrick ſmock, the 
razor,her blew garter,and the braffe weighr,and alſo produce and contront Roderigo with 
her; who as before he had affirmed, now he ſwears, heſaw her throw thisbloody tinnen 
fardell into the pond. the very morning that her hnsband Dos Feralls was found murther- 
ed in his bed: andalchough at the fightand knowledge hereof, ſhee is at firſt wonderfully 
appalled and daunred therewith, yer her courage is ſo ſtonr, as ſhee againe denies it with 
- many prophane and fearefull afſeyerations, and delighteth to heare her ſelfe make a tedi- 
ous juſtification,and a frivolous apology to her judges for her innocency.But thoſe grave 
and prudent Magiſtrares of juſtice, who ( in zeale to Gods glory ) have eyes nor in vaine 
in their heads, will givenobeliefe either ro the ſweetnes of the Lady Ze/linds's youth, or 
torhe ingar of her ſpeeches and proteſtations, but for the vindication of this crime,and of 
this truth, they adjudge her the very next morning ro the rack, where ( ſuch is her fe- 
male forticude)as ſhee permits and ſaffers her (elfe to be faſtned chereunto, with infinite 
conſtancy and patience,as diſdaining that the torments thereof, ſhould extort any trath 
from her rongue to the prejudice of her reputation, and tothe ſhipwrack ofher ſafety 
and life, bur herein ſhe reckons too ſhort of God, and beyond her ſelfe ; for ſhe conſider- 
eth nor that theſe torments are truly ſent her from God, and this her courage falſly lent 
and given her from $athan;for at the very firſt wrench of the rack, and touch of the cord, 
finding ic impoſſible that her tender body and dainty limbs, can endure the cruelty of 
thoſe tortures, God pats this grace into her heart, that with many ſighes and teares, ſhee 
prayes her judges and tormentors to defiſt,and ſo publikely confeffeth that it wasſhe,and 
only ſhe who had marthered her husband FeraHo, and cut his throat in his bed with thar 
very ſame razor. 

Upon which confeſſion of hers ; her judges ( glorifying Godfor the deteRion of this 
cruell riurther ) they ( for expiation thereof) doe forthwith adjudgeand ſentence rhis 
wretched and bloody Lady Belliads, to be the next morning burnt alive withour the 
wallesof Stremos, at the foot of the Caſtle, which is the deſtined place of death for rhe 
like orimes and offendors,fo ſhe being by them then againe returned to priſon, that night 
(in Chriſtian charity ) chey ſend her ſome Prieſts and Nunnes, to dirc& and prepare her 
foule to heaven , for this herbloody and unnaturall crime was fo odiousro men, and fo 
execrable to God, that ſhe could hope for no pardon ofher life from her judges,alchoogh 
ber ſorrowfall old father C#rſoro, with a world of teares threw himſelfe ro cheir feer, and 
offered them all his lands and meanes to his very ſhirc toobraine it for her. 

All Stremos and the country thereabouts reſound and ralke of this cruell murthering of 
Feralls,as alſo of his Lady Bellieds's condigne condemnation to death for the ſame, and che 
next morning at eighrof the clock, they all repaire under the Caſtle wall to fee this exe- 
crable and unfortunate Lady there in flames of fire, to a&@ thelaſt ſcene and caraſtrophy 
of herlife ; ſhe is conducedrhither by a Saint Claires Nun on her right hand, and a Saint 
Francis Frier on her left, who jointly charge her upon perill of damnation, to disburthen 
her conſcience and ſoule before ſhe dye, of any other capirall crime whereof ſhe knowes 
her 
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her ſelfe guilcy,the which ſhe ſolemnly and religiouſly promiſeth them;abournine of the 
clock fhe is brought co the (take, where ſhe ſees her ſelfe empalled and ſurrounded firſt 
with many fagots, and then with a very greatconcourſe and confluence of people, here 
ſhe is ſo irreligious in her vanity,that ſhe had caſt off her blackes and mourning, and par- 
poſely dighced her ſelie in a rich yellow fatin gown, wrought with flowers of filver, a 
large ferruffe about her neck, and her head covered with a pure white ciffney vaile laced 
and wrought with rich cut-worke, as if ſhe cared more for her body than her ſoule , as if 
her pride and bravery would carry her ſooner to heayen,thanher prayers and repentance: 
oras if the prodigall coſt and luſture thereof, were able ro diminiſh either her crime, or 
© herpuniſhmenc in the eyes and opinionsof her ſpetators. But contrariwiſe, the very firſt 
ſight of her ſweet youth, and pure and freſh beauty, and then the confideration, of her® 
foule crime, for murchering her owne husband, doe operate and worke differently upon 
all cheirfeQions and paſſions, ſome pictying her for the firſt butall more juſtly condem- 
ning her for the ſecond. When as ſoone as their clamorous ſobs and ſpeeches were paſt, 
and blowen over, and rhat both the Frier, and Nun had rane their laſt leave of her, then 
(after ſhe had ſhed many tearzs on earth,and ſent andevaporated many fighes to heaven) 
ſhe wringing her hands (whereon ſhe had apaireof ſnow whitegloves) and caſting up 
hereyesrowards God,at laſt, with a faltering,and fainting voyce ſpake thus. 

Ic is my crime and your charity good people which hath conducted you hither co ſee 
mea miſerable Gentlewoman here to dye miſerably. And becauſe ir isnow no longer 
time for me,todifſemble either with God or the world,therefore to ſave my ſoule in hea- 
ven,though my body periſh here incarth, I (with much griefe,and infinice ſorrow ) doe 
truly and freely confefſe both roGod and you, thatI am not only guilty of one murther, 
bat of ewo:for as Inow lately cut my ſecond husband Fera#ſo'sthroar, ſol was ſo vild and 
wretched herctoſore, as topoyſon my firſt Lord and husband De Mora. At which reporc 
and confeſſionof this cxecrable Lady Bellizds( in regard of the greatnes ofher Lord De 
Aors's deſcent and Nobility)all this huge concourſe ofpeople(who are ſencibly touched 
with griefeand ſorrow)make a wonderfull noiſe and ont=cry thereat, and now in regard 
of this foule and double crime of hers, they looke on her with far more concempr, and 
far leffe pitty than before.Bur ſhe being as patient as they are clamorous herear, and ſeeing 
their cries, now againe cried down, and well nigh drowned and huſhed up in filence, re- 
colleQing her choughts,and againecompoſing her countenance, ſhe againe very ſorrow- 
fally concinueth her ſpeech corthem thus.I well know,and indeedI heartily grieve to re- 
member,thar theſe two foule and cruell murthers of mine, make me unworthy either ro 
tread on the face of earth,or to looke up to that of heayen,and yet in the middeſt of theſe 
my miſeriesI have chis conſolation lefr me, that in favour of my true confeſſion andreli- 
ious repentance thereof to God, that God can be as indulgent and mercifull to me, asI 
have beeneimpious and finfull to him z the which chacT may obtaine, I beſeech you all 
who are here preſent, to joyne yonr prayers with me, and ro God for me, and this is the 
laſt charity which I will begge and implore of you. Now becauſe example is powerfull, 
and no example ſo ſtrong and prevalent,as the words of thedying to the living, therefore 
(ro G5ds glory,and mine own (hame)give me leave to tell yon that twothings eſpecially 
drought and induced me to commit thefe foule murthers , as they have now juſtly 
brought me hither to ſuffer death for committing them, firſt my negletofprayer, and 
omiſſion to ſerve and feare God duly as I ought to have done. Secondly, the afteting 
and following of my laſcivious and luſtfull pleaſures, which I ought nor to have done. 
The negle& of the firſt proved the bane of my ſoule, andthe performance and praQice 
of the laſt, the contagion and poyſon of my life, and both theſe ewo ſins conjoyned and 
lincked together,enforce me now here to dye, with as much miſery and infamy, as with- 
out them I mighr havelived ( and perchance lived long) in earthly happines and proſ- 
pericy. O therefore good people, beware by my woefull example; let my crimebeyonrr 


incegrity,my fall your riſfing,and my ſhipwrack your ſafery. As I beate not hypocifie in 
| my 
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my tongue,fol will por beare malice in my hearr.'T herefore from my he art Iforgive Ro. 
derigo for telling Gaſper de Horghe faw mecaſt ſome bloody linnen in'che pond. I alfo 
forgive Gaſper de Mora tor infarining the Corigidores thereof, and they for ſe juſtly con- 
demning ae to dearh. I alſo pray my father and parenrsto forgive me theſe my foule 
crimes, and both to pardonand forget the diſhonour and ſcandall which the infamy of 
my death may refled and draw on them. And nowlI recommend you all co Gods belt fa+ 
vourand mercy.andmy ſouleto receive ſalvation in his bleffed kingdome of glory. 

The Lady Be{ieds having finiſbed chis her; Arne bog, and confiderition there. 
of engendred much pitty and compaſlioa inthe hearts, and cauſed a world of teares in 
the eyes of the beholders, and now ſhe prepares her ſeife for death. Here ſhe rakes off 
her rings from her fang ers, and her pearle bracelets from herarmes, and (as a roken of her 
love) gives them toher waiting Genclewoman Helleas, who is preſenr and notfar from 
her,moft biccerly ſobbing and weeping becauſe (he can weepe no more forthe death of Þþ 
this herdeare Lady and Miſtris, who now repeates many private prayers and Ave 4/aries 
to her ſelfe, when raking a ſolemne,and forrowtull farwell of all che world. ſhe pulsdown 
her vaile over her ſnow-whice cheekes, and chen ofcen crofling her ſelfe with che figne 
of the crofſe, and ſaying her laſt is wowns ings, the executioner (with a flaming torch) ſers 
fier co the ſtraw and fagots, whereot ſhe preſently dies, and in lefle chan av houre after, 
her body is thereconſumed and burnr co aſhes , ar which ll that greac concourſe of 
people and ſpectators,(tn favour to her youth and beanry ) as mnch effecting the piety of 
her dach , as they hate and detelſt the cauſe thereof, I meane the infamy and cruelcy of 
her life, doe wich far more ſorrow than joy give a great (hout andoutr-cry, When the 
judges ofthar Ciry vow upon knowledge of this Ladies firſt horrible crime of poyfon- 
ing her firſt Lord and ha:band Dos Alonſo De Nora, they in dereſtation thereof, being 
not able coadde cicher worſer infarny,or more exquifire,and exemplary rorments co her 
living body, they therefore partly co be revenged on her dead aſhes, doe cauſe chem 
coriouſ]y tobe gathered up,and ſo in the fawe place(by the common hang-man ) before 
all che people, to be ſcattered and throwen 1a the aire, whereat they rejoyce, and praiſe 
God,to ſee the world fo feiriyrid of fo foule and bloody a female monſter. 

And thus was ;the untimely, (and yer deſeryed)end of this laſcivioas and crue!{ hear. 
ted Lady Belisdgand in this ſharpmauner did the Lord of Heavenandearth criumph 
fa is juſt revenge and puniſhments agair:ſt her , tor theſe her rwo foule and inhumane 
crimwesof murthering ber cwo busbands. May God ( of his beſt anddivineſt mercy ) mgke 
this her hiſtory and example, to ſerve as a chryſta!l mirrorfor all men, and eſpecially for 
all women, (of what condition and quality fo ever. ) ron 
And now Chriſtian Reader , having by Gods moſt grectous afliftance and proyz. 


dence ) here finiſhed this entire, and laſt (volume of my 6x books of cragicall Hiſtories, 


if thou fiad that thou reape any profit, or thy ſoule any piricvell benefir by the reading 
and peruſal] thereof, then (ta the name and feare of God ) I beſeech thee tojoyne 
thy prayers and piety with mine, chat asin Chriſtian religion 8nd duty 
we are bound, fo for the (ame, we mayjoymly aſcribe uncoGod, 
all poflible power, might, Majeſty, thankſgiving, 
dominion,ard Glory both now aad 
for yer. Awes, 49:9. 
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